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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – Miniaturist painter
and Canadian resident Ingrid Hunt will
visit Juxtapose Gallery, located at 58 Elm
Street in Westfield, on Friday, May 20,
from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. and on Saturday,
May 21, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. as part of
an exclusive tour, which will wrap up at the
White House.

As a gift to the town, explained Juxta-
pose Proprietor Gerri Gildea, Ms. Hunt
will present a painting of one of
Mindowaskin Park’s signature bridges in a
spring setting with the gazebo in the back-
ground.

Visitors to Juxtapose on May 20 and 21
will have the opportunity to participate in
a special raffle to win the framed one-of-a-
kind painting.

In addition, Ms. Hunt will autograph
and date paintings during her visit.

The artist has also painted miniature
versions of Arcanum Hall and The Presby-
terian Church in Westfield.

Ms. Hunt recently completed the first
leg of a North American tour that included
64 shows and exhibitions throughout
Canada and the United States. She will
continue the second leg of her North Ameri-
can tour with 55 guest appearances, which
include a trip to the White House, and

NBC’s “Tonight Show.” She will also be in
Ottawa, Canada with a special presenta-
tion to the Prime Minister of Canada.

Visitors will also have the opportunity to
view the only two large-scale paintings Ms.
Hunt has painted since she entered the
world of miniature painting in 1990.

For more information on Ms. Hunt’s
presentation at Juxtapose Gallery, please
call Mrs. Gildea at (908) 232-3278.
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SUMMIT SUMMIT SUMMIT SUMMIT SUMMIT — Six best-selling authors
lunched with 300 members of the commu-
nity at the Summit Grand Hotel on April
22 for the Sixth Annual Literary Luncheon
sponsored by The Junior League of Eliza-
beth-Plainfield (JLEP).

Authors Adriana Trigiani, Frank Delaney,
Linda Fairstein, Jon Katz and Margie
Palatini participated in the benefit, which
raised funds to aid the JLEP’s efforts to help
families in crisis.

“It’s slightly ironic that we have become
known for the Literary Luncheon, since

most of us lead such busy lives that we rarely
break for lunch,” commented Kathleen
O’Neil Lynch, Junior League President for
2004-2005.

“Junior League members are women
who make time to build better communi-
ties, and we use proceeds from this eagerly
anticipated event to fund our efforts —
both our hands-on work and our grants —
to help families in crisis,” she continued.

Ms. Trigiani, who also served as Mistress
of Ceremonies, is an award-winning play-
wright, television writer and documentary
filmmaker. She is the author of the “Big
Stone Gap” trilogy.

Mr. Delaney, the author of “Ireland: A
Novel.” was born in Tipperary, Ireland.
After a career in broadcasting in the United
Kingdom, the author now enjoys living in
New York and Connecticut.

Former bureau chief of the Sex Crimes

Prosecution Unit of the New York County
District Attorney’s office, Ms. Fairstein, the
author of “Final Jeopardy Entombed,”
among other books, began writing full time
in 2002. Her writing has been translated
into a dozen languages and a television
production of her work has been nomi-
nated for an Emmy Award.

Mr. Katz is the author of six novels and
seven nonfiction books. A frequent con-
tributor to The New York Times, Rolling
Stone and The Wall Street Journal, his latest
book, “Katz on Dogs: A Common-Sense
Guide to Choosing, Training and Living
With Dogs,” is due out in October.

Ms. Palatini, a children’s book author,
has written over nine picture books, and
has illustrated countless others. A native of
Edison, she enchanted the audience with
an animated reading of her book, “The
Web Files.”

For over 80 years, the JLEP has worked
to improve the Greater Union County
community by action and leadership of
trained volunteers. Currently, the organi-
zation is focused on women’s self-suffi-
ciency and early childhood development.

This year, events like the Literary Lun-
cheon will allow the JLEP to award $15,000
in grants, which will fund such projects as a
video library for a non-profit organization,
and an upgraded kitchen and bath in a
transitional housing for homeless families.

For more information on the JLEP, please
call (908) 709-1177, visit www.jlepnj.org,
or e-mail info@jlepnj.org.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – On Sunday, May

22, the Westfield Art Association (WAA)
will present artists Linda Kolar, John
Less, Roy Steinberg and Audrey Wreszin

as they offer their versions of “Seeing
Red” from 2 to 4 p.m. in the Community
Room of the Westfield Municipal Build-
ing at 425 East Broad Street, in Westfield.

All four artists will be painting at their

own stations at the same time, whether
it’s a conglomeration of red hues, red
objects or the venting of anger shown in
a painting.

Members and visitors will be encour-
aged to watch the artists work and ask
them questions.

All WAA members and prize-win-
ning artists, Ms. Kolar and Mr. Less
paint in oils, while Mr. Steinberg uses
abstract expressionist and representa-
tional forms to create his form of artistic
expression. He works primarily in acryl-
ics and oils. Ms. Wreszin, who has dem-
onstrated her watercolor techniques at a
previous Multi-Artists program, will be
“Seeing Red” with collage during this
year’s program.

The meeting is free and open to the
public. The room is wheelchair acces-
sible.

For more information, please call Pro-
gram Chairperson S. Allyn Schaeffer at
(908) 322-2394, or Co-Chairperson
Tobia Meyers at (908) 687-2945.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — The Westfield Sym-

phony Orchestra (WSO) will conclude its
2004-2005 season with the inaugural Jo-
seph DeAlessandro Memorial Opera Con-
cert, an opera-in-concert performance of
Verdi’s Otello, on Saturday, May 21, at 8
p.m. at The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield.

Music Director David Wroe said, “Otello
is a culmination of all that is best in Verdi
– the grandeur of Aida, the lyricism of
Traviata, the epic nature of Force of Des-
tiny. And Verdi is writing with a mature
compositional style that does not waste a
single note. Couple this with a visceral, in-
your-face reality, and the stage is set for one
of the more explosive, and emotionally
‘roller-coaster’ operas of the 19th century.”

The WSO’s performance of Otello will
feature tenor Jeffrey Springer as Otello,
soprano Yalí-Marie Williams as

Desdemona, and baritone Todd Thomas as
Iago. The cast will also include Kristina
Martin as Emilia, Taylor Hargrave as Cassio,
Vincent Chambers as Roderigo and Aaron
Borst as Ludovicio/Montano.

WSO Executive Director Nicole
DeNigro Carr said, “Our opera-in-concert
performances are among our most popular
concerts every year. Otello is an exciting,
passionate work that will thrill audiences.”

Music Alive Composer-in-Residence
Robert Aldridge will offer a free pre-con-
cert talk about Verdi and Otello at 7 p.m.
before the concert.

Tickets, which are $25 to $60 with
discounts for students and senior citizens,
may be purchased from the WSO, (908)
232-9400; or at Lancaster, Ltd. or The
Town Book Store, both of Westfield, Mar-
tin Jewelers in Cranford, and Beautiful
Things in Scotch Plains.
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sity, through the SCVTHS program. The
experience afforded Caroline the oppor-
tunity to learn from older, more seasoned
performers.

Caroline has also honed her dance skills
at Sharron Miller’s Academy for the Per-
forming Arts (SMAPA) in Montclair with
Ms. Miller and ballet teacher Lisa Attles.

“Caroline is an extremely talented and
diligent young lady,” Ms. Miller told The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times. “She is clearly on a profes-
sional track and she is a delight to teach.”

Regarding the stresses and strains per-
forming artists endure, Ms. Miller said
most students may lose focus, but
“Caroline can certainly opt to pursue any
area that she chooses. When you watch
her perform, you are inspired and you are
moved. I would love to see her continue
with her dance training and she can write
her own ticket.”

Last summer, Caroline completed
the six-week Alvin Ailey Summer In-
tensive Program. Held in New York
City, students learn from professionals
who combine dance with personal de-
velopment workshops, and other en-
riching activities.

From Friday, July 15, to Sunday, July
24, Caroline will perform as a Havana
dancer, bobby sox girl, and do swing for
the hop box girls in Guys and Dolls, her
first Westfield Young Artists’ Cooperative
Theatre (WYACT) production at the New
Jersey Performing Arts Center in Newark.

Cynthia Meryl, WYACT Founder and
Executive Director, admitted that only a
select few young dancers are accepted into
her summer production, and when she saw
Caroline’s audition, she made her part of
the troupe.

“She dances well,” Ms. Meryl said, add-
ing that Westfielder Jennifer Kujawski will
also be dancing in Guys and Dolls.

“Ultimately,” said Caroline, “I want to
be in a show that is on or off Broadway that
will make a difference in peoples’ lives and
to be involved in choreography or direct-
ing. I hope I get the chance to do that.”

New York, New York, A Helluva Town
tickets, which are $8 apiece, are available by
calling (908) 526-8900, extension no. 7215
or may be purchased at the door.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – Elizabeth native and

actress Marisa Petroro, whose family cur-
rently resides in Westfield, hosted
Kean University’s first-ever video
programs, documenting both
the graduate and undergradu-
ate commencement ceremonies,
held last week.

A graduate of Roselle Catho-
lic High School and Kean
University, Ms. Petroro spent
a year receiving treatment for
Rhabdomyosarcoma, a fast-
growing, highly malignant tu-
mor which accounts for over
half of the soft tissue sarcomas in children.
She has been in remission for over 10 years.

In addition to acting and modeling, she is
the spokesperson for the Sarcoma Foundation
of America, raising the awareness of Rhab-
domyosarcoma, and sarcoma in general.

While visiting her alma mater, Ms.
Petroro also hosted “Kean Through the
Seasons,” a new recruiting program for the
university.

She is set to co-star in the new sitcom

pilot, “Three,” starring James Van Der
Beek and Zachary Levi. She will also be

featured in an upcoming epi-
sode of “Reno 911” as Tammy,
the Hooters waitress on Com-
edy Central. She also has a
movie, “Sex, Politics and Cock-
tails” premiering soon.

Ms. Petroro has appeared in
films with Christina Ricci, John
Stamos, Corey Feldman, and
on television in “The Pretender”
and “The Young and the Rest-
less.” She also co-starred with
Rick Schroder in a CMT and

ACM-nominated country music video by duo
Brad Paisely and Allison Krause (“Whiskey
Lullaby”) and with director David Lynch. She
was also featured in Stuff and Maxim magazine
pictorials.

Fluent in Italian, Ms. Petroro was named
“Miss Italia USA” in 1996 and placed in the
Top Five for the title of “Miss Italia World
1996.” At 20, she produced and directed
her own children’s pageant, “Little Miss
New Jersey State.”

Photo Courtesy of marisapetror.comPhoto Courtesy of marisapetror.comPhoto Courtesy of marisapetror.comPhoto Courtesy of marisapetror.comPhoto Courtesy of marisapetror.com
Marisa PetroroMarisa PetroroMarisa PetroroMarisa PetroroMarisa Petroro

FFFFFANWANWANWANWANWOOD OOD OOD OOD OOD – The latest edition of
EXIT 13 magazine, an annual publication
published and edited by Fanwood resident
Tom Plante, is now available by mail order
and at local libraries.

The 12th issue of this journal of contem-
porary poetry includes the work of 53 poets,
including 18 New Jersey writers. Local poets
whose work is in the new issue of EXIT 13
include three Fanwood residents: Adele Kenny,
Co-Director of the Fanwood Arts Council;
Gaby Falco, a junior at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School; and Mr. Plante.

Other New Jersey contributors include John
McDermott of Cranford, Tony Gruenewald
of Edison, Gloria Rovder Healy of Shrewsbury,
Charles Johnson of Red Bank, Paul Sohar of
Warren, Cheryl Moore of Asbury Park, Kathe

Palka of Flemington, Jeff Grimshaw of Milford,
Stephen Power of Maplewood, D.E. Steward
of Princeton, Nancy Scott of Lawrenceville,
Dorothy Ryan of Long Valley, Ruth Rouff of
Collingswood, Anna Evans of Hainesport,
and Terence McGuire of Sewell.

According to Mr. Plante, EXIT 13 show-
cases poetry from wordsmiths of all ages
and degrees of experience, speaking to a
variety of topics and issues. Poets from as
Italy and Germany are featured in this
issue, as well as residents of Virginia, Or-
egon, Michigan, Florida, California, New
York, and Mississippi.

A special feature of this edition is Paul
Sohar’s translations from the Hungarian
poems by Sandor Csoori and Sandor
Kanyadi.

This issue of EXIT 13 is available for $7 from
EXIT 13 Magazine, PO Box 423, Fanwood,
07023. The issue may also be found in the
periodicals sections of the Fanwood Memorial
Library, the Scotch Plains Public Library, and
the Elizabeth Public Library.
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Ten stories. Familiar settings. 
Unpleasant discoveries. Dangerous encounters.

BITTERSWEET
Stories

by Julia Mierswa

Book Faerie

Available in Westfield at The Town Book Store, Starbucks,
Castle Bootery, The UPS Store, and Michael George Hair Designs.

Also available by email: juliabtrswt@aol.com
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Beethoven considered this piece a model
for a requiem mass, and it was played at
his funeral.

Seeing and hearing young people per-
form good music is gratifying, especially
when the performance is of high caliber.
The Advanced Chorus of the NJYC, which
admits singers by audition only, easily
surpassed the audience’s expectation. They
performed a variety of pieces, from Dome
Epais by Delibes (in French), which most
people would recognize as the theme for
an airline commercial, to a rousing Praise
His Holy Name by Keith Hampton, a
modern day spiritual with rock and jazz
elements.

The chorus members sang the entire
program from memory, thereby granting
Ms. Joyce their undivided attention and
total control. The able pianist, Phillip
Steffani, accompanied most of the pieces.
Because there were few male singers, the
repertoire was arranged for sopranos and
altos, with the young men helping out the
altos. The performance was no less enter-
taining as a result, as everyone seemed to
sing in an optimal range, and the entire
chorus sounded strong.

One of the most moving selections
was My Lagan Love, an arrangement of a
traditional Irish song, which was per-
formed a capella (without accompani-
ment). It began with two strong-voiced
young women singing the tune, and re-
peated at least twice in different vocal
configurations. The pure sound of the
young but focused voices was beautiful
and sweet beyond description.

I found the most entertaining piece to be
an arrangement of the first half of the
overture to Mozart’s The Marriage of Figaro,
rendered in the nonsense syllable style of
the Swingle Singers, and filled out by the
piano accompaniment. It was difficult to
articulate notes that quickly, but the chorus
pulled it off in a flawless performance, to
the delight of a charmed audience.

After receiving a well-deserved ovation
for their part in the concert, the NJYC left
the stage for the end of the program by the
CAS and the orchestra. The 5- to 7-
minute change took almost as long as the
piece itself. It had a lengthy orchestral
introduction, which was no more than
arpeggiated chords, but it was majestic
and befitting a coronation theme. The
chorus entered with equal majesty with
broad fortissimo chords.

Finally, the brief piece ended with an
extended contrapuntal treatment of “God
save the King” (not the familiar English
anthem) at a fast tempo.

It was an exhilarating finale to a highly
satisfying evening of choral music.
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Calderone School of Music

Summer Camp 2005

Calderone School of Music is offering a Summer Music Camp this year
which is open to all students on all instruments and voice between the
ages of eight and eighteen. This Music Camp offers a multi-faceted pro-
gram which provides lessons and classes on Performance, Ear Training,
Composition, Jazz Theory & Harmony and Rhythm which will be in-
structed by the CSM’s professional faculty. Each student will have the
choice to choose between Orchestra, Chamber Music, Jazz Band or Cho-
rus and each ensemble will have a performance at the end of camp in the
Charles Librizzi Recital Hall. Summer Music Camp 2005 will take place
August 1st through August 5th from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the East Hanover
school. The registration deadline is May 15th and tuition is $250. The
Calderone School of Music is a New Jersey State Registered Professional
School, established in 1975. The school offers Kindermusic from birth to
age seven, private lessons on all instruments, College Prep Division and
Professional Development Division. For more information please con-
tact Prof. Calderone at (973) 428-0405 in East Hanover or Prof. Anna
Hernandez at (973) 467-4688 in the Springfield school.

PAID BULLETIN BOARD

ers, other materials were fun to look at.
Art 3 student Ravenna Neville used red

and orange mosaics to craft a wonderful
journal cover with “Imagine” and a peace
symbol nestled inside the design, while Art
I students Erica Ammermuller and Tara
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Elisa Caporale, who specializes in baskets
that incorporate natural objects. The fee is
$35 per person for Union county residents,
and $45 per person for all others. All mate-
rials and light refreshments are included.
You must pre-register. Call (908) 789-3670.

* * * * * * *
The KThe KThe KThe KThe Kennedysennedysennedysennedysennedys will be in concert at the

First United Methodist Church in Westfield
on May 21 at 8 p.m. Admission is $14. Doors
open at 7:30 p.m. Reserve tickets by calling
(908) 522-1501, or e-mailing
concerts4causes@aol.com. For information
about the dynamic duo, visit http://
www.kennedysmusic.com.
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Picarro mixed tissue paper and wire to form
a delicate tree sculpture.

Another Art 3 student, Jesse Cohn, de-
serves kudos for his collage featuring tiny
bits of color and texture with the words of
each color printed atop the pieces. You had
to see it to believe it. Painstakingly as-
sembled, this piece was vibrant in color and
intriguing in composition.

Over 21 district art instructors, accord-
ing to Fine Arts Supervisor Dr. Linda King,
selected the featured artwork for this year’s
show. Dr. King also arranged tours for
members of the media and guests, during
which teachers were introduced, the fine
arts curriculum was detailed, and artwork
was explained.
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cent of Burt Lahr’s portrayal of The Lion
in The Wizard of Oz, when he was trying
to scare the daylights out of Dorothy.

As the perfectly bratty wicked stepsisters
Florinda (Danielle Shepard) and Lucinda
(Holli Van) the actresses’ struggle through
sightlessness derives tons of belly laughs.

Jill McCoy, a senior at Cranford High
School, commanded the very adult role
of Rapunzel, the conflicted damsel-in-
distress with the long corn silk hair
trapped in a tower. The victim of a hor-
rible guilt trip inflicted by the Witch, the
audience could easily feel her despair.

Additional Bravos to Jessica Mennella
(Jack’s Mother), Joanne Geschickter
(Cinderella’s Stepmother), John Duryee
(Cinderella’s Father), Robert David Argen
as the stoic and serious Steward, and Julia
Frieri and Becky Randazzo as Snow White
and Sleepy Beauty. Ms. Randazzo also
did a spectacular job heading up the
responsibilities of hair and makeup.

Some of the best scenes in this produc-
tion include the Baker’s encounter with the
Wolf, when Little Red Riding Hood and
Granny (Sophia El-Khoury) resurface in a
unique way. Saturday’s audience also seemed
impressed when actors appeared in unex-
pected places, like Cinderella’s mother, also
played by Ms. El-Khoury, in the tree, the
Baker’s Wife in another tree set slightly off
stage, and Rapunzel and the transformed
Witch in the top of the tower.

One cannot say enough about Michelle
Massa’s excellent work as the choreogra-
pher of Into the Woods. Clearly adored by
many of the cast members, she brought
out the best of their abilities, especially in
scenes like “Ever After,” which closed out
Act I, and “Hello Little Girl,” when The
Wolf tempts Little Red Riding Hood with
a playful pull and dance across the stage.

Applause to Nevil Schwartz for an
outstanding job in sound design – every-
thing was as clear as a bell from every
angle of the theater – and to Rosemary
Schultz, who kept everyone organized as
Stage Manager.

The costumes, provided by
Scaramouche Costumes, LLC, were el-
egant, vibrant and even tattered at all the
right times. Ms. Howard was also respon-
sible for costume design. The musicians,
led by Rosemary Schultz, truly worked as
a team, demonstrating extraordinary pre-
cision and attention to detail.

As CDC Publicity Chairman Roger
Hayden pointed out at the beginning of
the show, audience members are invited
to purchase a small sack of “magic beans”
or jelly beans to send with a message to
cast members. Truly clever!

Stay tuned to learn more about the
exciting Hearth and Music benefit per-
formance planned by the CDC Com-
munity Theater for June, as well as the
ambitious line-up for next season, which
this troupe is sure to conquer with grace
and professionalism.


