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Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FOND GOODBYE…Members of the Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce
salute outgoing President Richard Fromkin at Jefferys Restaurant in Westfield
Monday night. Pictured,  left to right, are: Jubb Corbet, Allison O’Hara, Paul
O’Hara, Denise Morrell, Mr. Fromkin and Hans Winberg.

Williams Nursery Owner
Helps Launch ‘Jersey Grown’

Christy Storms for The Westfield Leader and The Times
JERSEY GROWN…David Williams of Williams Nursery in Westfield recently
helped launch the state’s “Jersey Grown” program, where plants will be mar-
keted under the “Jersey Grown” label.

By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Town resident
David Williams, President of the
Union County Board of Agriculture,
recently helped launch New Jersey’s
2005 “Jersey Grown” program by
coordinating the donation of a garden
to the King’s Daughters Day School
in Plainfield.

Mr. Williams and his family own
Williams Nursery, which is celebrat-
ing its 85th year of business in
Westfield. Mr. Williams, who has a
degree in horticulture, is also a board
member for Garden Centers of
America, the New Jersey Agricul-
tural Experiment Station and Friends
of Mindowaskin Park in Westfield.

He recommended Union County
for the commencement of the New
Jersey Department of Agriculture’s
program, which will market local
plants as “Jersey Grown.”

“Most people don’t associate Union
County with any sort of agriculture,
but there are actually 54 acres here that
are still being actively farmed,” Mr.
Williams stated. “I think it’s a nice
mixture of urban and suburban areas.”

In celebration of National Garden-
ing Month’s theme of “Give a Gar-
den,” members of the agricultural
board discussed launching the “Jer-
sey Grown” program by donating
plants to a local park.

However, Mr. Williams suggested
beautifying an urban area instead.
And while he said early spring tends
to be a very busy season for nursery
owners, he made time to arrange plant
donations from local nursery and gar-
den centers and seek volunteers from
Rutgers Master Gardeners to assist
with planting at the King’s Daughters
Day School site and to help teach

children about gardening.
“The kids were planting alongside

New Jersey’s Secretary of Agricul-
ture (Charles Kuperus),” Mr. Will-
iams noted. “How many kids from
Plainfield can say that?”

While there are no immediate plans
to donate other gardens, the “Jersey
Grown” label will certify that plants,
trees and shrubs have been checked
for quality, are pest and disease free,
and grown here in New Jersey.

Products will be marketed as such;
similar to the way produce is already
tagged “Jersey Fresh.”

According to Mr. Williams, the nurs-
ery industry is the number one dollar-
producing commodity in New Jersey.

“A lot of the nursery industry felt
kind of slighted that all this market-
ing promotion was going to the pro-
duce end of it, so now the state is
making an effort to promote plants
that have been grown in New Jersey,
too,” Mr. Williams explained.

Future endeavors for Mr. Williams
include a trip to France with the Inter-
national Garden Center Association
this summer to tour gardening cen-
ters abroad. Two years ago, he ex-
plored Switzerland’s agriculture with
the same association.

“When you go to another country,
you get some great ideas,” Mr. Will-
iams said. “You can learn more look-
ing at something from a different per-
spective or culture and bring that back
with you, beyond just going around
here and seeing the same things that
everyone seems to be doing.”

Mr. Williams has been working
fulltime at Williams Nursery since
1983, and treasures his interactions
with customers and the friendly net-
working relationships he shares with
other local garden center owners.

PUBLIC NOTICE
MOUNTAINSIDE

BOARD OF EDUCATION
ANNUAL SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS

2005-2006
All meetings will begin at 8 p.m., and

will be held in the Beechwood School
Media Center, 1497 Woodacres Drive,
Mountainside, New Jersey 07092.

All meetings will be regularly sched-
uled meetings of the Board, at which
time action may be taken during said
meetings, the Board may go into private
session when necessary.

Tuesday, May 10, 2005
Tuesday, May 24, 2005
Tuesday, June 14, 2005
Tuesday, June 28, 2005
Tuesday, July 12, 2005

Tuesday, September 13, 2005
Tuesday, September 27, 2005

Tuesday, October 11, 2005
Tuesday, October 25, 2005
Tuesday, November 8, 2005
Tuesday, November 22, 2005
Tuesday, December 13, 2005
Tuesday, January 10, 2006
Tuesday, January 24, 2006
Tuesday, February 14, 2006
Tuesday, February 28, 2006

Tuesday, March 14, 2006
Tuesday, March 28, 2006

Tuesday, April 4, 2006
Tuesday, April 25, 2006

Sent: May 5, 2005

Recycling Bulletin
Today Only

WESTFIELD - Residents of Union
County can recycle old propane tanks
on Thursday, May 12, from noon to 6
p.m. at the Westfield Conservation
Center on Lamberts Mill Road.

According to Tom Plante of the
Union County Department of Infor-
mation, any tank that could not be
filled at a local filling station or that
has been lying around for more than
a few years would be included in the
collection.

The recycling event is for old pro-
pane tanks only. All residents of Union
County are eligible to participate at
no cost. Additional collections dates
are tentatively set for the fall.

This collection is not for businesses.
Proof of Union County residency is
required. The collection will take
place rain or shine.

For more information, please call
the Bureau of Environmental Ser-
vices Hotline at (908) 654-9889, or
visit www.ucnj.org/oem.

Elsevier Publishes WF Author
‘Pattern Recognition in Ind.’
WESTFIELD — Elsevier has  pub-

lished “Pattern Recognition in Indus-
try” by Dr. Phiroz Bhagat of Westfield.

Dr. Bhagat’s book explores extract-
ing knowledge to build technical and
business models directly from data
for profitable application in industry.

Dr. Bhagat noted, “Pattern Recog-
nition in Industry” addresses the prob-
lems industry is faced with today:
being bombarded by an enormous
amount of data, and confronted by
continually increasing technical and
business advances.

Dr. Bhagat has over two decades of
experience in the application of tech-
nology for improved profitability and
performance. He joined Exxon in
1981, where he spearheaded major
projects involving modeling and
simulation of petroleum refining and
chemical processes and lead investi-

gations enabling breakthrough im-
provements of multi-million dollar
plant units. In January of 2004, he co-
founded International Strategy En-
gines, focusing on providing clients
with pattern recognition-based solu-
tions for improved operations and
profitability. He can be reached at
pmbhagat@strategyengines.com.

A graduate of the Indian Institute of
Technology in Bombay, he earned his
doctorate at the University of Michi-
gan, Ann Arbor. He was a post-doc-
toral Research Fellow at Harvard Uni-
versity in Cambridge, Mass., and then
taught thermodynamics and energy
conversion as a faculty member at
Columbia University in New York City.

He and his wife, Dr. Patricia
Steckler, a clinical psychologist who
also practices in town, live in
Westfield.


