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SIXTY CENTS

School Tax Levy Reduced $714,543 by Panel;
Lights, Turf at Houlihan/Sid Faye Progressing
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The town
council’s finance policy committee
Tuesday night recommended a reduction in the Westfield school tax
levy of $714,543, which would reduce school taxes for the average
homeowner by $70.
The overall tax levy increase will drop
four cents per $100 of assessed valuation to 14 cents or an average of $254.
The proposed cuts contained some
28 different areas hitting all aspects
of the town’s public school system,
explained Finance and Policy Chairman Peter Echausse, who represents
the First Ward.
He said the only area not included
in the budget axe would be mandated
special education programs. The
councilman said the committee did
not want to cut existing programs.
Insteadthey focused on new programs
in the 2005-2006 school budget, re-

Westfield School Bd.
Meeting Rescheduled
For Budget Discussion
WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Board of Education’s regularly scheduled meeting of Tuesday, May 17,
will be postponed until Wednesday,
May 18, in consideration of the Town
Council’s meeting on May 17.
The council will vote on its Finance Committee’s recommendations regarding a proposed reduction in the school tax levy.
The committee and the town auditor have met several times with the
Finance Committee of the Westfield
Board of Education, Superintendent
of Schools Dr. William Foley and
Business Administrator/Board Secretary Robert Berman to review the
school district’s budget and discuss
possible reductions.
The council has until Thursday,
May 19, to make a final determination on what, if anything, will be
cut from the 2005-2006 school budget. The school board will meet on
May 18, to vote on the town’s proposal.
“Our meetings with the town have
been constructive,” stated Dr. Foley.
“Both governing bodies understand
that while the budget must be cut,
the board of education is in the best
position to determine where those
cuts have to be made. The council is
trying to be responsive to the entire
community as it weighs an amount
to be cut while keeping in mind the
impact a reduction in the school
budget can have on the children of
Westfield.”

classification of positions, not filling
several slots left open due to retirements and eliminating some new purchases and new programs for the
2005-2006 school year.
Of the total reductions, $403,235
will come through not filling budgeted staff vacancies due to retirements, $72,446 in classroom technology, and $25,032 in fine arts technology and $71,450 in equipment,
uniforms and textbook purchases.
“This is new equipment. We are not
taking anything away from the students,” Town Administrator Jim
Gildea said.
Voters rejected the $66 million
school tax levy by a tally of 1,528 to

1,463 on April 19. School officials
had originally sought to reduce the
levy by around $360,000 or four tax
points for an average reduction in the
tax levy of $36.
Councilman Echausse said the revised tax levy would still provide “a
thorough and efficient education” for
Westfield children. He said the council
was unable to examine contractual obligations such as recently ratified teachers contract. However, the committee
was able to achieve a $6,500 savings by
working with the board to revise its
projected interest on investments.
In terms of positions, two elementary school positions will be cut from
the budget due to fewer sections ex-

By BETSEY BURGDORF

MOUNTAINSIDE —Interim
Chief School Administrator (CSA)
Walter Rusak said a heartfelt goodbye
to Mountainside students, parents and
teachers Tuesday night as his duties
as CSA came to a close.
“It has been a great ride and I have
enjoyed coming here,” Mr. Rusak said.
“We have had fun and that’s the most
important thing about this job.”
Mr. Rusak commented that in larger
districts CSA’s do not always get to
experience one-on-one relationships
with the children. “You get to push

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

‘Walking School Bus’ Among Plans
Recommended at Traffic Hit Spots
By ANNA GITHENS AND
DAVID GIALANELLA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Traffic calming
and pedestrian safety measures were
presented this week to help solve
safety issues at eight designated traffic hot spots in town.
“Tonight’s the night we start to see
some possible resolutions to some of
the issues that we’ve discussed,” Mark
Ciarocca, Chairman of the Town
Council’s Public Safety, Transportation and Parking Committee said
during last Wednesday’s meeting.
High speed on North Avenue, congestion, right of way confusion, poor
lighting and a high accident rate – 38
in six years – are some of the primary
concerns at the intersection of North
Avenue and Tuttle Parkway, said Gor-

don Meth of Keller and Kirkpatrick,
the town’s traffic consultant.
One solution Mr. Meth suggested is
to make Tuttle Parkway one-way southbound from North to South Avenue.
“Elimination of the conflicts should
enhance the safety and improve the
efficiency,” said Mr. Meth in reference
to the potential for cut-through traffic
going into Tuttle Parkway.
Additional suggestions are to request
the county to install a traffic signal at
North Avenue and Crossway Place and
flashing school crossing signs to North
Avenue. South Avenue would be split
into two lanes to avoid congestion while
a driver is turning left. Street lights
would also be upgraded.
The draft work in progress for the
Franklin School area involves curb
extensions on Newton Place, a col-

Anna Githens for The Westfield Leader

LISTENING INTENTLY…Town residents listen to possible solutions to traffic
safety problems in town during last Wednesday’s follow-up community outreach
meeting conducted by the Town Council’s Public Safety, Transportation, and
Parking Committee and the Citizens Traffic Advisory Committee.

Mtsd. Interim CSA Says Goodbye
After Two Yrs. of Service to Boro
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

pected next year for a $202,852 cost
reduction.
Dr. Margaret Dolan will moved to
Assistant Superintendent of Curriculum and Instruction, a vacant position previously held by Dr. Janie
Edmonds. Dr. Dolan’s previous position as Assistant Superintendent of
Human Resources will be reclassified as a director position, saving the
district another $35,460.
A physical education teacher at the
intermediate grade level will be eliminated to save $94,000, and an administrative secretarial position paying
$42,079 will not be filled following a
retirement. An unfilled gifted and tal-

paper and handle money. Here you touch
the heads of the children,” he said.
“You got us out of choppy water two
years ago,” BOE President John Perrin
replied. “Every year we have had numerous complaints – but this year the
complaints have been minimal and I
think that is because of you.”
In recognition of Mr. Rusak’s
contribution’s to the district during
his tenure the BOE granted him seven
paid vacation days stating, “with the
thanks of a grateful school district for
his tireless efforts on behalf of the
students of Mountainside.”
The Board of Education (BOE) hired

Dr. Richard O’Malley in March to fill
the position of CSA that sat empty for
almost two years. Dr. O’Malley will
take the helm on Friday, May 20.
In other news, Mr. Perrin announced that there would be a special
meeting of the BOE on Tuesday, May
17, beginning at 7 p.m. to discuss the
proposed send-receive agreement that
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

By KIM BROADWELL

ADDRESSING THE ISSUES…GOP gubernatorial candidates met last week in
at an informal event hosted by the Mountainside Republican Club to meet the
public and share their ideas on how to better New Jersey. Doug Forrester
addressed residents, while Bill Sanders, Chairman of the Mountainside Republican Club looked on. Please see story on Page 19.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Public Hearing on Boro
Budget Planned May 17
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader

ored pavement parking lane along Newton Place and Prospect Street for school
drop-off, two new crosswalks on Newton and one at Prospect and Effingham
Place, school zone pavement markings
and flashing school warning signs.
The traffic light on Dudley Avenue
and Elm Street would also be retimed
to provide gaps at this intersection.
Upgraded lighting on Prospect Street
and Stanmore Place would be provided as well, said Mr. Gordon.
Safety concerns near Franklin
School center around the drop off and
pick up of nearly 600 students, high
speed on Prospect Street, cars parked
by intersections obstructing sight distance, a 90-degree bend on Elm Street
to Newton Place, and delay and safety
issues at Dudley and Prospect.
In addition to school traffic, a concern with the safety of the No. 59 NJ
Transit bus passing through this area
warrants an investigation to alternative bus routes.
Mr. Meth offered the idea of instituting a “Walking School Bus” program,
wherein children are “picked up” by a
group of volunteer parents and walked
to school to reduce vehicular traffic.
“This concept might be a very good
thing for us in terms of reducing
traffic and promoting safety,” noted
First Ward Councilman Sal Caruana.
“We can develop a PTO or a community-based effort to try to make walking to school more friendly and safer.”
East Dudley Avenue resident Jackie
Cash inquired about the ability of the
Westfield Y bus and special education
bus to continue parking in their usual
spot on Prospect Street after the improvements are made. Discussion also
centered on handicapped parking areas
and waiting time in front of Franklin.
Mrs. Cash wanted to ensure an allowable 15-minute wait time for parents.
Mr. Meth also proposed the walking bus for the McKinley School area.
“Most of this stuff can be done inhouse,” by the Department of Public
Works, said Fourth Ward Councilman
Jim Foerst during Monday’s meeting,
since no major construction is proposed in the McKinley School area.
At Central Avenue and Clover
Street, Mr. Meth has proposed a pedestrian traffic light which would only
be activated by pedestrians, particularly Jefferson School students.
“I think this is an excellent idea,”
said Steven Lee of Roger Avenue and

MOUNTAINSIDE — During the
borough council agenda setting meeting held on Tuesday evening, Mayor
Robert Viglianti stated that he was
planning to have a hearing for the
2005 municipal budget at next week’s
council meeting.
He noted that although it was on the
agenda for Tuesday, May 17, he was
not sure if the budget could be voted
on by the governing body at this time.
He did not have a definitive statement
from the County of Union as to that
portion of borough residents’ tax bills.
He estimated that the county portion
would increase by $206 based on an
average accessed home in the borough of $160,000.
As stated at previous council meetings, Mayor Viglianti said that the
total borough budget for 2005 was
$9,380,799, which is an increase of

$317,463 from last year. The mayor
noted that there were three big increases for the budget which included
insurance premiums, worker’s compensation insurance and fees for the
Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority.
He stated that other increases came
from police salary and wages, police
and fire retirement funds and public
employee retirement.
Mayor Viglianti also stated that
because of mandated increases from
the state and from rising insurance
costs, the average Mountainside
household would see a municipal increase of $88 in their tax bill. The
mayor added that the Mountainside
Board of Education portion would
increase by $169 per household.
He concluded that the total estimated increase would equal $463 per
household based on the $160,000 assessment.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader

COLOR GALORE…Mindowaskin Park was the scene of an explosion of color on
Tuesday afternoon as local nursery schools gathered there for the annual Balloon
Parade hosted by the Presbyterian Nursery School. This year, the parade was a
celebration of the Month of the Young Child. Approximately 600 children, along
with their parents, participated in the parade each carrying a balloon in one of
nine different colors signifying their specific school.

Proposed Policy Aims
To Stop Construction
Of McMansions in Town
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — In an effort to
combat the increase of McMansions
in residential neighborhoods zoned
for smaller homes, the town council
is looking to overhaul its zoning
code to eliminate loop holes.
Fourth Ward Councilman Jim
Foerst, Chairman of the council’s
Code Review and Town Property
Committee met with The Westfield
Leader last Thursday to review a
three phase proposal that would
address over-development in town.
The proposal followed a Policy
of Controlled Growth, which was
unveiled last year by the council.
Mr. Foerst said the proposed policy
addresses what the committee defined as “a mature community with
a danger of over-development.”
Under the first phase of the proposal, the maximum height of homes
will be curtailed from 38 to 35 feet.
Habitable floor area as part of the
floor area ratio would be changed to
gross floor area to give a “more
realistic” view of a home.
The new code will require developers to list things such as cathedral
ceilings, high-pitched attic roofs, unfinished third floors and finished basements as livable space when figuring
the square footage of a new home.
Councilman Foerst said developers in applications have excluded

Councilman Foerst said he hopes
that to accommodate for detached
garages, developers will increase
the side yards from the current 10yard setback requirement to add
wider driveways.
In addition, the committee is also
recommending increasing the size
of corner lots to eliminate the construction of oddly shape homes.
Councilman Foerst said the committee is asking that the planning
and zoning boards strictly enforce
the new ordinance once it is adopted
sometime this summer.
“(The goal of the new code is to)
encourage strict enforcement without being over burdensome to existing homeowners,” said Councilman
Foerst.
He said the committee’s goal was
to allow homeowners to increase
the size of their homes for the needs
of their family while at the same
time eliminating the ability of developers “to come in and totally
wipe out the character of an existing
neighborhood.”
Councilman Foerst said the town
needs a new policy that can be successfully defended in court. The
committee looked at height, lot coverage and floor to area ratio to see
what was the biggest reason oversized homes are built on small lots.
Currently, the maximum residential height restriction in town is 38

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader

MAKING A POINT…Fourth Ward Councilman Jim Foerst discusses a
proposal with Westfield Leader Assignment Editor Paul Peyton to revamp the
town’s zoning codes to eliminate the construction of so-called “McMansions”
on small building lots.

these areas before town boards due to
loop poles in the current zoning code.
Thus, what is listed as a 3,200square-foot home would actually
be 3,900 square feet in size.
“There is nothing underhanded or
illegal and they (developers) weren’t
doing anything wrong. They were
taking the law and using it to the
maximum buildings and to maximum
profits,” said Councilman Foerst.
Also, in an effort to promote a
front entrance look on new homes,
detached garages will be listed as an
accessory structure within the floor
area ratio. Attached garages will be
permitted, but will be factored into
the primary floor area ratio and thus
reduce the size of the home.
Homes on 6,000 square foot lots
would be increased from 2,100 to
2,400 to include sufficient room for
detached garages, Councilman
Foerst explained.

feet, with the exception of the central business district, and lot coverage averages 20 percent.
As part of his report, town-planning consultant Blaise Brancheau
studied the south east corner of the
third ward, which borders Garwood
and Clark. The committee determined this area had the most number of demolition permits and
teardowns by builders.
“It was an area that was under
assault at the time,” said Councilman Foerst.
The town used its tax map, an
aerial view of the area and its Global
Information System, which outlined
all the buildings and accessory structures. Mr. Brancheau surveyed over
1,000 homes on the ground in the
area to see what the actual size and
style of each home was.
From that study the committee
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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Owner of Steakhouse Seeks
To Buy School Property
By ANNA GITHENS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD- During the public session of Tuesday night’s Borough Council meeting, Robert DeStefanis of
Myrtle Avenue, owner of Robert’s
Steakhouse in Garwood, announced his
interest in purchasing the former St.
Anne’s School property in Garwood.
Mr. DeStefanis expressed his intentions to the governing body to design
the building to be a senior citizen home
or 55 and over condominiums.
“We would like to get a feel from the
town and feedback from the council
and planning board,” said Mr.
DeStefanis, who is also the owner of
DeStefanis Properties.
“That’s the first we’ve heard about
that proposition,” replied Mayor Dennis McCarthy. Previously in a letter to
the church, Mayor McCarthy and the
council had extended their best wishes
to the church with regard to finding a
successful buyer that will meet the needs
of the congregation.
Borough Attorney Robert F. Renaud
suggested that Mr. DeStefanis should
have his attorney pursue the matter
with the planning board because the
mayor and council do not have the

“It’s a wet lands area so there is
really not much that can be done with
it,” Mayor McCarthy said.
He also said that there are apartment
buildings with children on the north
side of the borough and it could turn
out to be a nice size piece of property
with parklands.
The borough’s regular meeting was
conducted by the Garwood Student
Council in front of a congregation that
consisted of the Garwood Board of
Education, administration and staff and
family and friends.
Kristen Reynolds, in the role of
mayor, called the meeting to order on
behalf of Mayor McCarthy. Adam
Kipnis, as council president, took over
for Council President Walter Tucker.
Jessica Rusin, served as municipal clerk
for Borough Clerk Christina Ariemma.
Alan Chu, Lauren Czapla, Soha
Mahmound, Jacquelyn Schadewald
(daughter of Councilman William
Schadewald) and Leah Warner were
served as council members. The students conducted the meeting and provided thorough and informative committee reports.
In summary of the reports provided,
Mayor McCarthy has proclaimed this

Scotch Plains Mayor
Defends Comments
Made at Tax Summit
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Photo Courtesy of Vince Lehotsky

MUSCLING GOOD DEEDS…Leaders Don Leblanc of Cub Scout Pack No. 30
and Peter Buckley, right, of Boy Scout Troop No. 330 use a rope and muscle to drag
tires from the Rahway River in Clark. Please see story on Page 2.

Westfield School Tax Levy
Reduced $714,543 by Panel
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

ented teacher for grades three through

Anna Githens for The Westfield Leader

HELPING OUT…Garwood students conduct the borough’s business at the
meeting of Mayor and Council in Garwood Tuesday. The students, as
members of the council that evening, pose with Garwood Mayor Dennis
McCarthy.
authority to give him an answer.
week, “Police Week, in honor of our
Also during public workshop,
police officers who continually serve
Garwood resident Anne Leonard of
our community with selflessness and
Myrtle Avenue spoke about her condedication.” This Sunday, May 15, is
cern with the Brookside detention baalso “Peace Officers Memorial Day.”
sin, which is owned by Hedi ProperThe mayor and council also paid
ties. Parts of the basin are in Westfield,
tribute to Garwood Patrolman Thomas
Cranford and Garwood.
P. Haughton who lost his life in the line
Mrs. Leonard said she would like to of duty in November of 1995.
see private homes built in that area as
The Garwood Fire Department will
opposed to another park. Mayor
be conducting their annual Fireman’s
McCarthy replied that there is not too
Memorial Service on Wednesday, May
much open space left in the borough.
18, at 8 p.m. at the firehouse.

seven will also be eliminated to save
another $59,110.
A new jazz prep band planned at the
high school will be cut as will line items for
a fifth grade trip to Sandy Hook, multimedia carts, new athletic uniforms, new musical instrument purchases, and a new district-wide sixth grade assessment test.
“We need to continue this effort together,” said Councilman Echausse, noting that areas such as joint purchasing,
field maintenance and insurance practices
by the board and council should become
more of a collaborated effort in the future.
Third Ward Councilman Mark
Ciarrocca said, “We have entered a new
day in the relationship between the town
and the board.”
“We don’t want to do this again for a
long time,” added Mayor Greg
McDermott.
Board of Education President Anne
Riegel thanked the council for their efforts. She told reporters after the meeting
that the 2006 budget process likely will be
even more difficult given such obstacles
as S-1701, state legislation approved during the summer of 2003 which reduced
the board’s fund balance or surplus to 2
percent of the total budget instead of the
district’s usual 4 to 4.5 percent.
The council will vote on a resolution
Tuesday, May 17, to formalize its recommendations. The resolution will be turned
over to the board of education, which will
vote the following night, Wednesday, May
18, to adopt the proposal.
In other business, the council was mostly
in approval to authorize the recreation
department to move forward with Houlihan
Field, Sid Faye Field and Tamaques Park
tennis court improvement projects.
With $1.1 million budgeted, the council gave the green light to recreation department officials to move forward on
plans to light Houlihan and Sid Faye
fields, turf Houlihan, fence both fields
and increase parking capacity at the park.
Town officials asked the recreation
department to look for other sources of
income such as Union County grants and
to solicit donations from those organizations that utilize the fields.

Area residents objected to the lighting
of the fields, stating that the lights will
add traffic to an already busy area of town
and downgrade the quality of life in the
neighborhood.
Recreation Director Bruce Kaufmann
said lighting the fields would add 1,000
more hours in playing time on the fields.
Fourth Ward Councilman Larry Goldman
said, given the higher price tag or the entire
project, he would prefer to see both fields
turfed than to add lighting. He called having
fields lit until 9:30 p.m. “unacceptable” for
neighbors. He said if lighting were included,
he would like restrictions included on how
late the fields could be lit.
Councilman Jim Foerst, who also represents the Fourth Ward, said the town
must be “a good neighbor” to residents in
the area. He noted his support for the
parking, fencing and other amenities included in the Houlihan project.
“I think the lights need to be there for
the benefit of the whole town,” Councilman Foerst said.
Vivian Strano of Summit Court said
the increased playing time at the park
would bring additional liter and related
public safety problems to the area.
Michael Giordano of Summit Court
questioned the “value” of lighting the
fields. He said lights would only exasperate a traffic problem that already exists
with the use of the town’s recycling center on Lamberts Mill Road. Other residents noted that St. Helen’s Roman Catholic Church is in the area and with Masses
held Sunday mornings that increase traffic volume in the vicinity.
“It is an extremely unsafe area,” Mr.
Giordano said.
Several council members responded
that they would ask recreation officials to
provide more details on who would use
the field in the evenings.
First Ward Councilman Sal Caruana
said he was concerned over the dangers
night games could pose on children exiting the park.
Mayor McDermott said he would check
to see why games are being held on Sunday mornings. He noted, as did some
residents, that organized sports used to be
banned prior to noon on Sundays due to
religious services throughout town.

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER
HAIRCOLOR MAGIC…McKinley Principal Claudia Andreski poses above
with a daring new haircolor. She promised her students in September that if they
read 10,000 books by the end of the school year, she would dye her hair blue. The
pupils read 10,259 books.

A Watchung Communications, Inc. Publication

MONDAY, MAY 2
Jaclyn Lavery, 21, of Cranford was
arrested at Elm Street and Dudley Avenue and charged with driving while intoxicated. She was released on her own
recognizance to a responsible adult.
TUESDAY, MAY 3
John V. Pulidore, 36, of Westfield
was arrested at South Avenue and
charged with driving while intoxicated.
He was held pending release to a responsible adult.
A Normandy Drive resident reported
the theft of a necklace from her house.
After being stopped for careless driving at Central Avenue and Clover Street,
Zurab Lomsadze, 33, of Brooklyn, N.Y.
was arrested and charged with driving
while intoxicated, possession of a con-

Budget Hearing
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Earlier in the year, Mayor Viglianti
had noted that because of the major increases mandated by a formula from the
state, the library must be given an increase of $60,000 in next year’s budget.
Last year because of the same formula the
library had a $49,000 increase.
In other business, it was reported that
the new community clock to be erected in
front of Valley National Bank on Mountain Avenue was presently being molded
and that the governing body was looking
for a late June dedication date.
According to the mayor, the bank is
donating the land to erect the clock as
well as $5,000 to help finance the $35,000
bill to pay for the clock itself.
Mountainside’s clock will look very similar to the clock in Fanwood, but it will
have no chimes.
Mayor Viglianti said that the clock
“was quite nice, especially with the marble
all around.”
It was also noted that because of the
generosity of Mountainside’s businesses
and residents, there was a $1,000-$3,000
surplus in the funding for the clock. The
surplus will go mostly to the borough’s
rescue squad as originally reported.
Mayor Viglianti did note that one resident who made a donation asked for some
of the surplus to go to the fire department
and that he was honoring those wishes.
The mayor reported that a second clock
was scheduled for construction in memory
of Police Captain Keith Turner to be
housed at Borough Hall. The money for
the project came from donations made to
the local Police Benevolent Association
in Captain Turner’s Honor. The mayor
noted that the second clock at the borough would be similar to the one housed
on Mountain Avenue.
The next council meeting is scheduled
for Tuesday, May 17 at 8 p.m.

trolled dangerous substance (less than
50 grams of suspected marijuana), possession of a controlled dangerous substance in a motor vehicle and possession
of an open container of alcohol in a
motor vehicle. He was released on his
own recognizance to a responsible individual.
WEDNESDAY, MAY 4
A Cumberland Street resident reported
the theft of two bicycles from her yard.
SATURDAY, MAY 7
A Cranford resident reported that a
bottle was thrown from a tan GMC Yukon
at his motor vehicle in the area of
Coolidge and Wells Streets, damaging
the trunk lid.

Interim CSA
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

the district has with Berkeley Heights.
Students in grades nine through 12 attend
Governor Livingston High School (GL)
in Berkeley Heights and the contract is up
for renewal.
The final reading of the Vacation Plan
for 12-month employees was read and
adopted by the BOE. Highlights of the
plan state that no more than five vacation
days can be taken during the school year
excluding July and August. Accrued vacation days will rollover to the following
year, but if not taken they will be forfeited. Past vacation days will be
grandfathered into the new policy.
The BOE will be posting BOE meetings on the borough’s community bulletin board located on Route 22 at the intersection of New Providence Road. The
schedule, as well as the agenda will be
posted on the Internet at the borough’s
Website www.mountainsidenj.com.
Mr. Rusak announced that summer
school letters were sent out this week. For
those required to attend, the session will be
held from Monday, June 27 through Friday, July 29 excluding Monday, July 4.
Summer camp will begin on June 27
and commence on Friday, August 12,
also excluding July 4.
Also, any student in eighth grade who
is interested in playing high school sports
should stop into the nurse’s office to get
a pre-physical, which is required to play
sports at GL.
Students in grades three through eight
will receive progress reports on Tuesday,
May 17. School will be closed on Friday,
May 27, as well as Monday, May 30, in
observance of Memorial Day.
The board approved a payment to Home
Health Science in the amount of $14,475
for professional services in connection
with the investigation of the odor at
Beechwood School.
The next regularly scheduled meeting of
the BOE will be Tuesday, May 24, at 8 p.m.
in the Beechwood School Media Room.

SCOTCH PLAINS – The phone
rang off the hook this past weekend at
the home of Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks after he called Trenton legislators “self promoting cowards” for failing to take action on property tax reform.
Mayor Marks was one of 200 mayors
who participated in a summit on property tax reform held last Friday in
Lawrenceville.
He defended his comments, reported
in daily newspapers over the weekend,
stating they were intended to “ruffle the
feathers a bit” of Trenton lawmakers.
“If the shoe fits, I stand by my word,”
the mayor told The Scotch PlainsFanwood Times.
He said mayors around the state who
contacted him “were pleased as punch”
by his comments.
Mayor Marks said both Democrats
and Republicans in the Legislature have
put forward their own plans for tax
relief but neither supports the other’s
program. He said the proposals on the
table amount to “just political positioning” during an election year.
Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-21,
Westfield) objected to Mayor Marks’
comments without specifically addressing concerns over the actions of individual legislators.
“Broad-based comments like that I

don’t think are helpful,” said Assemblyman Bramnick.
“Name calling is not good, period,”
he added. He noted that he attempted to
pass a motion to have an open discussion on property tax reform during a
General Assembly session but was denied by the Democratic majority.
Calls to Assembly Speaker Albio Sires
(D-33, Hudson), Senator Tom Kean, Jr.
(R-21, Westfield) and Assemblywoman
Linda Stender (D-22, Fanwood) were not
returned.
The mayor also had harsh words for
Acting Governor Richard Codey, who
he called “our biggest road block to
reform.” He said that in his role as
Senate President, Mr. Codey failed to
move forward on legislation last year
for a ballot question on a Constitutional
Convention.
“His lack of action speaks volumes
about his lack of interest in property tax
reform,” said Mayor Marks.
The mayor said he was hopeful Acting Governor Codey would post legislation that would place a ballot question endorsing a Constitutional Convention before voters this November.
A spokesman for Acting Governor
Codey said Mr. Codey does not comment on legislation that has not reached
his desk.
The spokesman said Mr. Codey believes the Constitutional Convention
should focus on spending.

Proposed Policy Aims to Stop
Construction of McMansions
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

found that lot coverage and height were
not the problem. The concern was the
floor to area ration. He said homes in the
RS 8 zone have a floor to area (FAR)
ration of 35 percent. Ninety percent of the
homes in a RS 8 zone are 30 percent FAR.
“So we knew what was happening was
the builders were coming in and maxing it
out to 35 percent. And it was that difference that was really hurting it (the FAR).”
The town looked at other zones and
found “very similar conditions around
town” said Councilman Foerst. He said the
new code would match new homes with
what already exists in the neighborhood.
“It’s a real view of the volume of a home
as opposed to a legal and massaged definition or calculation of floor area,” he said.
The councilman said the proposed code
changes are aimed at preserving the character of Westfield residential neighborhoods.
“We don’t want the super McMansion
going into the small home neighborhood.
If you want to build a new home go buy a
12,000 square foot lot. Go in a RS 12. Go
in a RS 16. Go buy a 40,000 square foot lot
in which you can go up to 8,800 square
feet. If you want to build a big house, build
it on a big lot. Don’t smash a 5,000 square
foot home onto a 8,000 square foot lot or a
10,000 foot lot,” said Councilman Foerst.
Under the new policy, 90 percent of the
homes in town will be able to expand,
especially in the 12,000 or larger square
foot lots, the councilman said.
The proposed code will continue to
allow for front porches and decks.
The committee also has included a
litigation support segment to defend
against potential lawsuits by builders challenging the new ordinance.
“We are not trying to hurt developers
or to take away people’s livelihoods. We
are not stopping people from knocking

down homes,” said Councilman Foerst.
“What we do want to stop is the over
development.”
Phase two of the plan will address porta-johns, dumpsters and fencing around
construction sites. Locations and the
amount of time that port-a-johns and
dumpsters can stay on properties and the
timing on how soon construction must
start after the issue of a demolition permit
will be addressed in this phase.
Tree preservation will also be included in
the second phase with an eye on eliminating
the clear cutting of trees on lots during the
demolition phase of construction.
The committee is recommending that
more stable fencing be installed around
construction sites as opposed to the orange plastic fencing that is currently being used. Lots would have to be wetted
down to eliminate dust and neighbors
notified prior to the demolition of a home.
The committee is also recommending
the hiring of a full-time code enforcement
official in the building department to ensure ongoing construction meets application restrictions approved by town boards.
“We need to better police what is happening around town,” said Councilman
Foerst.
As part of the third phase, the town is
working with the architectural review
board and the historic preservation board
to develop requirements for aesthetics for
new developments in terms of building
products utilized.
“We want to preserve the look of
Westfield and I think there definitely
needs to be an aesthetic look to that,” he
said.
The committee is still working on updating the town building code and complying with requirements of the state’s
Council on Affordable Housing (COAH).

‘Walking School Bus’ Among Plans
Recommended at Traffic Hit Spots
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

an “excellent compromise.”
Other residents did not agree, speculating whether that many students actually
cross Central at Clover.
Mr. Meth expressed a desire to provide
“compatible’ improvements to the
Lawrence Avenue and Dudley Avenue
area, by not turning it into “a city block
with a traffic signal.”
Scott Kephart, a Dudley Avenue resident, queried, “A block away is a stop
light, what is the difference between one
block, Elm and Lawrence?”
Mr. Meth responded, “Elm is a wider
road than Lawrence in terms of width and
has more of a main approach.”
Mr. Kephart expressed favor to the
idea of a blinking light at the Lawrence
and Dudley intersection.
Re-timing the light on Dudley and Elm,
giving an extra 30 seconds to Elm Street
motorists is also recommended.
Sharon Stockwell expressed her concern with this idea because of the potential to create gridlock at Prospect during
the morning rush hour. Mr. Meth said he
plans to test run this plan before committing to it.
According to East Dudley resident Liz
McAlister, very often in this intersection
a car stops to let a pedestrian cross and the
car behind does not see the pedestrian and
attempts to pass the car on the right side.
“That is my biggest fear,” said Mrs.
McAlister.
Some of the other solutions recommended were to build planted islands on
Lawrence Avenue and striped left turn
lanes on Dudley to force cars into one
lane. Other ideas are to build a “roundabout,” or investigate a multi-way stop at
Lawrence and Sinclair.
To reduce accidents at the intersection of Lawrence and Walnut, Mr. Meth
has recommended making Lawrence
one-way towards Mountain Avenue and
Walnut Avenue one-way from Mountain, construct curb extensions at
Lawrence and Walnut and provide backin angled parking on Lawrence. The
back-in parking idea was met with a lot
of opposition.
In order to reduce accidents on Woodland Avenue, Mr. Meth has recommended
that a flush granite block island be installed at Woodland and East Broad Street,
to widen and slow down left turns onto
Woodland from East Broad.
Mr. Meth also proposed three, 80-foot

diameter roundabouts; one at Woodland
and Kimball Avenue, one at and Woodland and Wychwood Road, and another
at Wychwood and Kimball. Cars would
have to slow almost to a stop upon approach.
Sidewalks are also proposed along the
Echo Lake golf course on Woodland, and
on Kimball Avenue from Woodland to
Wilson School.
“This is a historic area— it was built to
look like a country road,” said Nancy
Priest of Kimball Circle. “It’s going to
look like Broadway,” with increased lighting and roundabouts with pavers, she
said.
Many residents were also displeased
that construction of roundabouts would
encroach upon town-owned grassy areas
near the street.
Also, several citizens have objected to
sidewalks in the past. As many as 400
students are dropped off and picked up
every day at McKinley School, said Mr.
Meth. Double parking and lack of parking were cited as major problems, as
well as high traffic speed on West Broad
Street.
Proposed solutions include a flashing
school crossing sign, rumble strips and
other markings on West Broad. Also,
foldable signs to make Osborn Avenue a
one-way during drop-off and pick-up
hours are recommended.
Mr. Meth said that Linwood Place and
part of Pierson Street, where back-in
angled parking spaces are proposed, would
become permanent one-way streets.
At Central Avenue and Clover Street,
Mr. Meth proposed a pedestrian traffic
light which would only be activated by
pedestrians, particularly Jefferson School
student.
Mr. Meth proposed that a cul-de-sac be
constructed at Clover Street’s end at Central Avenue, in order to ensure that drivers cannot turn off onto side streets to
avoid waiting at the light.
Residents of Belmar Terrace said that
such redirection of traffic could just as
easily occur on the northbound side of
Central, and that similar measures
should be taken to avoid potential redirection.
Mr. Meth proposed that stop signs be
placed on Ayliffe Avenue at Pine Grove
Avenue and Florida Street in order to
slow down traffic and discourage the 50
vehicle-per-hour cut-through traffic rate.
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SIXTY CENTS

Twp. Council Approves Mun. Budget;
Property Taxes to Increase 4.7 Percent
By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The township council on Tuesday evening gave
its unanimous approval to the $20.8
million municipal budget, which will
be financed in part by a 4.7 percent
increase in municipal property taxes.
The council’s vote came after a
public hearing that lasted nearly one
hour and included a presentation by
Mayor Martin Marks, who outlined
some of the reasons for the $834,307

increase in township appropriations
this year. The mayor also repeated his
call for a state constitutional convention to reform the property tax system.
More than one quarter of the appropriations increase for 2005 is due
to yet another substantial hike ingroup health insurance premiums,
which are rising $233,000. Mayor
Marks lamented the fact that, unlike
in much of the private sector, township police department personnel do
not contribute to the cost of their

health insurance premiums.
He said this was proposed to the
police union during recent contract
negotiations, but was rejected. The
police and the township administration will settle the issue in arbitration.
Other areas of significant increases
this year include additional contributions to police, fire and public employees’ pension funds; higher fees
paid to the Rahway Valley Sewerage
Authority and the Plainfield Area
Regional Sewerage Authority; in-

Mayor Marks Defends Comments
Made During May 6 Tax Summit
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The phone
rang off the hook this past weekend at
the home of Scotch Plains Mayor
Martin Marks after he called Trenton
legislators “self promoting cowards”
for failing to take action on property
tax reform.
Mayor Marks was one of 200 mayors who participated in a summit on
property tax reform held last Friday
in Lawrenceville.
He defended his comments, reported in daily newspapers over the
weekend, stating they were intended
to “ruffle the feathers a bit” of Trenton lawmakers.
“If the shoe fits, I stand by my
word,” the mayor told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times.
He said mayors around the state
who contacted him “were pleased as
punch” by his comments.
Mayor Marks said both Democrats
and Republicans in the Legislature
have put forward their own plans for
tax relief but neither supports the
other’s program. He said the proposals
on the table amount to “just political
positioning” during an election year.
Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R21, Westfield) objected to Mayor
Marks’ comments without specifi-

cally addressing concerns over the
actions of individual legislators.
“Broad-based comments like that I
don’t think are helpful,” said Assemblyman Bramnick.
“Name calling is not good, period,”
he added. He noted that he attempted
to pass a motion to have an open
discussion on property tax reform
during a General Assembly session
but was denied by the Democratic
majority.
Calls to Assembly Speaker Albio
Sires (D-33, Hudson), Senator Tom
Kean, Jr. (R-21, Westfield) and Assemblywoman Linda Stender (D-22,
Fanwood) were not returned.
The mayor also had harsh words
for acting Governor Richard Codey,
who he called “our biggest road block
to reform.” He said that in his role as
Senate President, Mr. Codey failed to
move forward on legislation last year
for a ballot question on a Constitutional Convention.
“His lack of action speaks volumes
about his lack of interest in property
tax reform,” said Mayor Marks.
The mayor said he was hopeful
acting Governor Codey would post
legislation that would place a ballot
question endorsing a Constitutional
Convention before voters this November.

A spokesman for Acting Governor
Codey said Mr. Codey does not comment on legislation that has not
reached his desk.
The spokesman said Mr. Codey
believes the Constitutional Convention should focus on spending.

creased utilities and gasoline costs
and higher salaries and wages for the
police department.
Mayor Marks pointed out that most
of the expenses associated with the
spring clean-up program have been
deleted from the budget since the
program has been revamped to a user
fee-based system requiring residents
to purchase an annual permit if they
wish to dispose of large household
items.
Acknowledging that he has “been
shooting my mouth off a bit” about
property taxes — a reference to comments he made to state legislators last
week when he called them “do-nothing, self-promoting cowards” in failing to address property tax reform —
Mayor Marks decried what he called
the “bipartisan failure over the years”
by both Democrats and Republicans
on the issue and called again for a
constitutional convention to address
the problem.
“The Legislature is never going to
solve the problem,” said Mayor

Specially Written for The Times

FANWOOD — In conjunction with
National Police Week, May 15 to 21,
members of the Fanwood Police Department are headed to Washington,
D.C. to pay homage to officers from
around the country who died in the
line of duty.
At Tuesday night’s Borough Council meeting, Fanwood Police Corporal Martin Haluza and Corporal
Stephen Sanislo were honored. Both
officers will retire in June.
Corporal Haluza is a 27-year veteran of the Fanwood Police Department and Corporal Sanislo has served
Fanwood for over 35 years.
Corporal Haluza and Corporal
Sanislo thanked the council and the
residents and praised their fellow officers’ dedication.
Additionally, Police Chief Donald
Domanoski presented several officers with letters of commendation and
letters of recommendations for exemplifying leadership and profession-

alism in the line of duty.
Also honored Tuesday night were
Girl Scouts Katherine Van Haasteren
and Jennifer Bauer, on their achievement of the Gold Award, the highest
award in the Girl Scouts.
Councilwoman Donna Dolce, an
active Girl Scouts volunteer, presented
the two Fanwood girls with the award.
In the spirit of empowerment, Councilwoman Dolce encouraged the girls
to remain tenacious and strong.
“Don’t ever give up,” she said.
“Maybe someday one of these girls
can step in my shoes or the mayor’s.”
Councilman Stuart Kline presented
the Eagle Scout Award to borough
youth Neil Pratt. Mr. Neil’s organization and implementation of the St.
John’s Baptist Church in Scotch
Plains, renovation was recognized.
Officials noted that May 15 through
21 is National Public Works Week. It
was also reported that Public Works
Director Raymond Manfra is retiring
after 43 years of service.
During the public portion of the

Betsey Burgdorf for The Times

ADDRESSING THE ISSUES…GOP gubernatorial candidates met last week at
an informal event hosted by the Mountainside Republican Club to meet the public
and share their ideas on how to better New Jersey. Doug Forrester addresses
residents, while Bill Sanders, Chairman of the Mountainside Republican Club,
looks on.
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Flooding Main Concern
Over Morse Avenue Plan

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Fred Rossi for The Times

PARTICIPANTS FOR PRAYER...Local religious and political leaders participate in the annual National Day of Prayer on May 5 in Scotch Plains’ Alan
Augustine Park.

Fanwood Borough Council Recognizes Cops,
Public Works Director on Their Retirements
By MEREDITH MANNINO

Photo Courtesy of Vince Lehotsky

MUSCLING GOOD DEEDS…Leaders Don Leblanc of Cub Scout Pack No. 30
and Peter Buckley, right, of Boy Scout Troop No. 330 use a rope and muscle to drag
tires from the Rahway River in Clark. Please see story on Page 2.

meeting, Clinton Dicksen was introduced as the new Director of Public
Works. Mr. Dicksen was formerly the
Director of Public Works in Garwood.
Proclamations for May approved
by the governing body included Rescue Squad/EMS Month, National
Public Works Week, Historic Preservation Week, Arbor Day, and National Day of Prayer.
Council President Katherine
Mitchell honored borough resident
Joan Wheeler in celebration of National Nurses Week.
Ms. Wheeler is the Associate Administrator at Runnells Specialized
Hospital of Union County in Berkeley Heights, and is the Recording
Secretary for Soroptimist International, a volunteer service organization which seeks to improve the lives
of women and girls in local communities and throughout the world.
“She epitomizes nursing,” said
Councilwoman Mitchell.
Officials announced that a design
has been selected for the new historic
Fanwood sign. The new sign will be
unveiled in the fall outside of Borough Hall.
The council announced that
Fanwood partnered with Arcadia Publishing, a publisher of town biographies, to distribute a historical biography of Fanwood. Also, it was noted
that the Fanwood Memorial Library
renovation project is underway and
that Fanwood Recreation Department
sports camps are accepting applications for the summer.
During the public portion of
Tuesday’s meeting, Republican candidates for Borough Council, Michael
D’Antuono and Maureen Mawby,
addressed the council.
Mr. D’Antuono asked about the
former Dean Oil site.
“Is there a pending sale of that
property?” he asked.
Mayor Colleen Mahr answered that
there was a pending sale, to which
Mr. D’Antuono also inquired about
financial statements and environmental testing of the site. Mayor Mahr
said the property must be properly
remediated with approval from the
Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA).

Mr. D’Antuono expressed his concern about changing this area from a
commercial to a residential zone.
Ms. Mawby initiated conversation
about the new senior center at Forest

SCOTCH PLAINS — The township planning board will continue a
hearing next month on a major
subdivision application for a parcel of land on Morse Avenue that
has raised major concerns about
flooding from nearby residents.
Terranova Builders LLC, which
is seeking board approval for the
subdivision off Morse Avenue between Westfield Road and Ascot
Road, wants to split three lots into
six lots that would surround a
newly-created cul-de-sac. Four
front yard setback variances are
being requested.
Several residents living near the
proposed development raised concerns about stormwater runoff and
potential flooding from the new development, but Terranova representatives, backed by board engineer
Thomas Quinn, maintained that the
development would include adequate drainage and runoff control
to alleviate any potential flood risks.
Gary Hall, an attorney representing three residents, asked that an
engineer of his choosing be given
the opportunity to review the plans
before the board takes final action
on the application.
Mr. Hall also requested that plans
be revised to include buffering
along adjoining properties. There
was a question of whether trees
could be ordered and placed on

existing properties that would adjoin the newly-developed properties.
Board Attorney Dan Bernstein
said while the board doesn’t have
jurisdiction over the existing properties, it can still encourage the
developer to provide for adequate
buffering during the process of
phrasing its resolution of approval.
A half dozen residents spoke
before the board, with the risk of
increased flooding uppermost on
their minds. Charles and Donna
Bachi of Stocker Lane, which is
situated to the northeast of the proposed development, said they were
concerned about flood risks as the
development does not drain as well
as engineers say it will.
“Who’s responsible?” in the
event of a major flood, Mrs. Bachi
asked. “Who do I come to in five
years if it happens?” After similar
comments by other residents, Mr.
Quinn, the board’s engineer, maintained that the site plan before the
board will result in a reduced risk
of flooding after the properties are
developed.
The board will resume its consideration of the Terranova application at its Monday, June 13,
meeting. In the interim, Mr. Hall,
the attorney for the neighbors, will
have the opportunity to have an
engineer review the plans while
the developer will formulate additional plans that include buffering.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Hearing on Cooper Road Island
Development to Continue In June
By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
township’s zoning board of
adjustment’s consideration of an application by a developer to build a
single-family house on a portion of
the island on Cooper Road in Scotch
Plains will be continued at a special
meeting next month when it is expected that neighborhood residents
who oppose the proposal will have an
opportunity to express their views.
The board held its first hearing on the
application by Mark Lustbader of West
Orange, on behalf of HUB Realty, in
January, when it was revealed that the
property — originally believed to be
39,338 square feet in area — was actually smaller when rights-of-way along
Cooper Road were excluded. The neighborhood is an R-1 zone, meaning that
lots are required to be at least 40,000
square feet in size. The property, presently owned by AT&T, is on the western side of the island; the township
owns the eastern half.
At last Thursday’s meeting, revised
site plans were presented to the board
that showed several significant changes
from the initial set submitted four months
ago. The applicant’s attorney, Robert
Kraus, said the size of the property now
amounts to 33,405 square feet — more
than 15 percent smaller than the required
lot size for the R-1 zone. The new plans
call for a 6,000-square-foot portion of
the northern edge of the property along
the westbound lane of Cooper Road to
be ceded to the township for possible
road widening purposes.
Addressing the shortfall in lot size,
Mr. Kraus said he had contacted township officials to gauge their interest in
either selling a small portion of the

adjacent township-owned lot, which
would enable the AT&T property to
be in conformance with lot size requirements, or acquiring the AT&T
lot, but was informed by Township
Attorney Douglas Hansen that there
was no interest in either option.
Mr. Kraus told the board last week
that total lot coverage would amount
to just under 11 percent, and noted
that local regulations allow for a maximum of 20 percent total lot coverage.
He said the 60-foot setbacks on all
sides of the house were in compliance with township requirements.
Chris Kastrud, a professional engineer, outlined the revised site plans,
noting that the proposed driveway
had been moved about 120 feet, from
near the western juncture of the east-

bound and westbound lanes of Cooper Road, to a spot across from
Wellington Downs on the eastbound
side of Cooper Road.
In January, concerns were raised
about the original placement of the
driveway and possible risks to vehicles
traveling on Cooper Road as well as
cars exiting the driveway. The proposed house now would face the eastbound lane of Cooper Road. Elizabeth
Dolan, a traffic consultant, testified on
behalf of the applicant that the new
driveway placement would allow for
maximum visibility and site distance.
The applicant’s professional planner, Elizabeth McKenzie, called the
site “a unique piece of property” and
maintained that the lot size variance
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

BUSINESS OFFICERS…The Scotch Plains Business & Professional Association
has elected its new officers for the coming year. Pictured, left to right, are:
Treasurer Steve Hoeckele, Vice President Ray Pardon, Outgoing President Steve
Goldberg, President Lisa Mohn and Secretary Lena Olsen.
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Owner of Steakhouse Seeks
To Buy School Property
By ANNA GITHENS
Specially Written for The Times

Fred Rossi for The Times

AN UNEXPECTED BOOM…A van catapults from the Quick Chek parking lot
when a driver believing the car is in reverse steps on the gas, resulting in a collision
with an east-bound vehicle on Westfield Avenue in Scotch Plains Monday evening.

Cooper Road Island Devel.
Hearing to Continue In June
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

should be granted because, despite
the applicant’s inability to secure additional land from the adjacent township-owned property, the lot lines are
not visible or even obvious, given
that the border between the two halves
of the island is a heavily wooded area.
Board Chairman James Fawcett read
from a Scotch Plains Police Department memorandum assessing the property from a traffic safety standpoint.
“The Cooper Road island is not the
safest place to build a house,” the
memo stated. Mr. Fawcett wondered
whether the police and the neighbors
might know a particular area better
than a professional planner.
Toward the end of the meeting,
Marc Rogoff, an attorney representing Vince DeLisi, a Cooper Road

resident, began presenting testimony
in opposition to the development, with
an engineer outlining what he said
were deficiencies in the application,
including several omissions and inaccuracies in the site plan drawings.
At next month’s special meeting on
Thursday, June 15, it’s expected that
several dozen neighbors, who have
formed a group, “Save The Island,” to
oppose the development, will speak
out in opposition to the application.
Formed late last year, the group claims
that, besides the property being smaller
than allowed by township zoning ordinances, building a house on the island
would negatively impact the local environment and ecosystem, increase
storm water runoff and be a detriment
to the neighborhood in general.

Daniel Ingram Elected Gov.
Of JSA’s Mid-Atlantic State
SCOTCH PLAINS — Daniel regional level as State Assembly RepIngram, a junior at Scotch Plains- resentative and also served as DirecFanwood High School,
tor of Debate on the New
was elected to the posiJersey Region Cabinet.
tion of Governor of the
As MAS Governor,
Mid-Atlantic
State
Daniel will have the re(MAS) of Junior State of
sponsibility of selecting
America (JSA) at the
and managing a cabinet
organization’s spring
and planning and running
convention, held in Philathree weekend-long condelphia from April 9 to
ventions in Philadelphia
10.
and the District of CoJSA is a national stulumbia.
dent-run debate and govAs part of his duties,
ernment club for high
Daniel will serve on the
school students. The
nine-member Council of
Daniel Ingram
Mid-Atlantic State is the
Governors, which is
largest JSA territory in the country JSA’s national student governing
and includes New Jersey, Maryland, body. Over the next few months, he
Pennsylvania, Delaware, Virginia, will be traveling to JSA headquarters
North Carolina, Puerto Rico and the in San Francisco to attend two CounDistrict of Columbia.
cil of Governors’ meetings and to Los
Daniel will oversee 90 chapters, Gatos, Calif., to help plan and run the
comprised of over 2,100 total stu- annual JSA National Leadership Sumdents, in the New Jersey and South mit.
Atlantic Regions.
He will also participate in the JunThis year, Daniel served as New ior Statesmen New Jersey SympoJersey Region Mayor, the first stu- sium on Leadership and Politics at
dent in the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Princeton University in August.
High School JSA chapter’s hisThe son of Mr. and Mrs. Richard
tory to be elected to a regional Ingram of Scotch Plains, he will beposition.
gin his term on Wednesday, June 1,
During the 2003-2004 school year, and serve throughout the 2005-2006
Daniel represented the chapter on the school year.

GARWOOD- During the public
session of Tuesday night’s Borough
Council meeting, Robert DeStefanis
of Myrtle Avenue, owner of Robert’s
Steakhouse in Garwood, announced
his interest in purchasing the former
St. Anne’s School property in
Garwood.
Mr. DeStefanis expressed his intentions to the governing body to
design the building to be a senior
citizen home or 55 and over condominiums.
“We would like to get a feel from
the town and feedback from the
council and planning board,” said
Mr. DeStefanis, who is also the
owner of DeStefanis Properties.
“That’s the first we’ve heard
about that proposition,” replied
Mayor Dennis McCarthy. Previously in a letter to the church, Mayor
McCarthy and the council had extended their best wishes to the
church with regard to finding a
successful buyer that will meet the

“It’s a wet lands area so there is
really not much that can be done
with it,” Mayor McCarthy said.
He also said that there are
apartment buildings with children on the north side of the
borough and it could turn out to
be a nice size piece of property
with parklands.
The borough’s regular meeting
was conducted by the Garwood
Student Council in front of a congregation that consisted of the
Garwood Board of Education, administration and staff, family and
friends.
Kristen Reynolds, in the role of
mayor, called the meeting to order
on behalf of Mayor McCarthy.
Adam Kipnis, as council president,
took over for Council President
Walter Tucker. Jessica Rusin,
served as municipal clerk for Borough Clerk Christina Ariemma.
Alan Chu, Lauren Czapla, Soha
Mahmound, Jacquelyn Schadewald
(daughter of Councilman William
Schadewald) and Leah Warner were

Betsey Burgdorf for The Times

COLOR GALORE…Mindowaskin Park was the scene of an explosion of color on
Tuesday afternoon as local nursery schools gathered there for the annual Balloon
Parade hosted by the Presbyterian Nursery School. This year, the parade was a
celebration of the Month of the Young Child. Approximately 600 children, along
with their parents, participated in the parade, each carrying a balloon in one of
nine different colors signifying their specific school.

SPFHS World Language
Dept. Holds Career Day
SCOTCH PLAINS — In an effort
to promote an appreciation for the value
of learning a second language, the World
Language Department at Scotch Plains-

FANWOOD
POLICE BLOTTER

Anna Githens for The Westfield Leader

HELPING OUT…Garwood students conduct the borough’s business at the
meeting of Mayor and Council in Garwood Tuesday. The students, as
members of the council that evening, pose with Garwood Mayor Dennis
McCarthy.

needs of the congregation.
Borough Attorney Robert F.
Renaud suggested that Mr.
DeStefanis should have his attorney pursue the matter with the planning board because the mayor and
council do not have the authority to
give him an answer.
Also during public workshop,
Garwood resident Anne Leonard
of Myrtle Avenue spoke about her
concern with the Brookside detention basin, which is owned by
Hedi Properties. Parts of the basin
are in Westfield, Cranford and
Garwood.
Mrs. Leonard said she would
like to see private homes built in
that area as opposed to another
park. Mayor McCarthy replied that
there is not too much open space
left in the borough.

served as council members. The
students conducted the meeting and
provided thorough and informative committee reports.
In summary of the reports provided, Mayor McCarthy has proclaimed this week, “Police Week
in honor of our police officers who
continually serve our community
with selflessness and dedication.”
This Sunday, May 15 is also “Peace
Officers Memorial Day.”
The mayor and council also paid
tribute to Garwood Patrolman Thomas P. Haughton who lost his life
in the line of duty in November of
1995.
The Garwood Fire Department
will be conducting their annual
Fireman’s Memorial Service on
Wednesday, May 18, at 8 p.m. at
the firehouse.

Tickets Available for DECA’s
First ‘Dunk’ Charity Event
SCOTCH PLAINS — DECA, an
association of marketing students at
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School (SPFHS), will be sponsoring
its first-ever basketball competition
on Tuesday, May 24, beginning at 7
p.m. in the new gymnasium at SPFHS.
The evening will take the form of a
“hot shot” contest, in which participants will be shooting from various
spots in the gym to win prizes.
This charity event will raise money
for Robert Wood Johnson University
Hospital and their fight against Cancer. The money will be sent directly
to the Children’s Oncology Ward.

DECA’s goal to raise $400 can only
be reached with the participation of
community members.
Participants of all ages and skill
levels are invited. The contest will be
arranged by age groups and participants can register their own local teams.
Various foods will be donated by
local eateries and DECA parents.
There is a fee of $5 to shoot hoops,
$3 to eat enjoy the buffet, or $7 for
both activities.
Tickets are still on sale and can be
easily purchased by calling DECA at
(908) 889-8600. Tickets can also be
purchased at the door.

Union County Vo-Tech HS
Plans Open House June 2
SCOTCH PLAINS – Union County
Vocational-Technical High School
will open its doors on Thursday, June
2, from 6 to 8 p.m. to Union County
families with high school-aged children seeking trade/technology careers.
Located at 1776 Raritan Road in
Scotch Plains, the school will offer
tours of the facilities, with instructors, students and trade professionals
on hand to answer questions.
Principal Patrick Mauro said, “We
invite every parent and student in the
county to join us on June 2 for Open
House and learn how a technical education can help their sons and daughters prepare for life after high school.”
The Vo-Tech offers more than 20
different career and technical programs, which will be open to visitors,
including automotive technology,
auto collision, baking, building trades,
carpentry, child development, commercial art, computer aided drafting
and design, computer repair, cosmetology, criminal justice, culinary arts,
electrical technology, graphic communications, office systems technology, masonry and welding.
At no cost to parents, the school
provides shared-time and full-time
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technical training to students seeking
either immediate employment upon
graduation, including apprenticeships, or a two-year or four-year college education after high school.
Shared-time enrollment is open to
high school juniors and seniors. These
students take academic courses at their
local high school for half of their
school day and attend Union County
Vocational-Technical High School for
the other half of the day, taking a
technical training program.
As of September of 2002, full-time
pupils were admitted to a new fouryear program providing both academic and technical training on site
at the Scotch Plains campus. Here, a
student will follow a comprehensive
high school program schedule while
“majoring” in a technical career. The
student’s home high school provides
transportation for shared-time and
full-time students to and from the VoTech campus.
Both shared-time and full-time programs combine an integrated curriculum with hands-on experience and
real world training using only the
latest state-of-the-art technologies.
For more information on the sharedtime programs, please call (908) 8898288, extension no. 341 or e-mail
bkaczmarek@ucvts.tec.nj.us.
For details regarding the school’s
full-time programs, please call (908)
889-8288, extension no. 403 or email jdibiase@ucvts.tec.nj.us.

SATURDAY, APRIL 30
Carol A. Ganczewski, 40, of Scotch
Plains was arrested on outstanding warrants.
SUNDAY, MAY 1
George T. Davis, 49, of North
Plainfield was arrested on outstanding
warrants following a motor vehicle
stop.
Curtis Hill, 37, of Plainfield was arrested on outstanding warrants following a motor vehicle stop.
MONDAY, MAY 2
Justin J. Mojica, 29, of Scotch Plains
was arrested on numerous warrants after a motor vehicle stop.
WEDNESDAY, MAY 4
Warren L. Luck Jr., 30, of Plainfield
was charged with aggravated assault on
a police officer and resisting arrest,
after police attempted to pull him over
for a motor vehicle violation.
After a brief foot chase he was found
hiding under a truck. He was remanded
to the Union County Jail. Bail was set at
$9,000.
Marvin Chambliss, 40, of Plainfield
was arrested on outstanding warrants.
THURSDAY, MAY 5
A resident of Kempshall Terrace reported that between 7 a.m. and 6 p.m.
an unknown person threw a rock through
their house window.
FRIDAY, MAY 6
Thomas Sweeney, 80, of Fanwood
was arrested for shoplifting.

Fanwood High School (SPFHS) recently sponsored a Career Day at the
school where students could hear from
guest speakers about the second languages they use regularly in their work.
World Languages Supervisor Linda
Kouril and Linda Lombardi, teacher of
Italian at SPFHS, planned the program
to underscore the importance of speaking multiple languages in today¹s world,
and to celebrate 2005 as The Year of
Languages as designated by national
language educators.
Approximately 20 members of the
community, representing various professions and fields of commerce, shared
with the World Language classes their
first-hand experiences relating to the
benefits of a second language in their
chosen careers.
Community presenters included
Liber Nudell, Dr. Juan Grana, Gloria
Rios Pagan, Anna Mastroianni, Joseph
Snodgrass, Vincent Ferrante, Elliot
Hoffman, Nathalie Centinaro, Charles
Centinaro, Melina Wilson, Annie Vann,
Jeanne White, Robert Waks, Janet
Cubelli, Sasha Slocum, and Brian and
Laura Bradow.
Speakers discussed their careers in
medicine, law, retail, real estate, import/export, filmmaking, the military,
and educational research.
Positive feedback from students indicated that the Career Day planners
were successful in achieving their goals
for the event.
Sophomore Jennifer Gaglioti said,
“The day put into perspective how valuable languages are for the future and
how they can help you succeed in your
career.”
Sophomore Colleen LaForge added,
“We got to see the real-life application
for what we’re learning in Spanish
class!”

Council Okays Mun. Budget;
Property Taxes to Increase
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Marks. State lawmakers “just don’t
have the political backbone, spine
or courage” to enact significant reforms.
In other business, the council
awarded a bid for its spring clean-up
next month to Midco Waste Systems,
which will be paid $69.99 per household permit. Township Manager Thomas Atkins said that $33 of that figure
is for labor, benefits, fuel and other
related expenses and the other $36.99
is for tipping fees.
The council also passed a resolution endorsing the installation of a
field maintenance storage building at
the township public works facility on
Plainfield Avenue that will be shared
with Fanwood and the board of education. The 2,200-square-foot building will consist of five bays and be
used to store field maintenance equipment and materials.
Councilwoman Paulette Coronato
said the building’s cost of $100,000
will be split among the three entities,
with the $80,000 cost of four of the
bays being shared in a 40 percent
Scotch Plains Township, 40 percent
board of education and 20 percent
Fanwood Borough split. The $20,000
cost of the fifth bay, which will be
shared by the two towns for general
storage needs, will be evenly split
between Scotch Plains and Fanwood.
The council renewed its participation in the Union County S.L.A.P.
(Sheriff’s Labor Assistance Program)
initiative, which makes non-violent
offenders available to municipalities
to perform certain jobs, such as cutting grass along roads, litter pickup,
light stream clean-up, etc. The program, in which Scotch Plains has

participated in a shared arrangement
with Westfield and Clark for the past
several years, will cost the township
$13,276, which will pay for county
law enforcement officers that accompany the individuals working in the
program.
A $174,400 bid was awarded to
Mark Paving Inc. of Kearny to resurface a quarter-mile portion of
Plainfield Avenue from Jerusalem
Road to Hamlette Place this summer.
At the beginning of the council’s
meeting, a resolution was passed honoring the Scotch Plains Rescue Squad,
which is celebrating 68 years of service this year.
At the end of the meeting, Mayor
Marks issued a proclamation declaring Sunday, May 15 as Peace Officers’ Memorial Day.

Fanwood Council
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Road Park. The majority of work on
the new center was completed about a
year ago, but the kitchen is still being
built.
She asked the council when seniors
would be able to utilize this new center, which will accommodate up to
100 people when completed.
Mayor Mahr said a great amount of
time and energy has gone into creating a high-end kitchen at the center,
which was requested by the borough
seniors. The kitchen should be ready
for use over the next few months.
The new center may also be rented
out for other events by borough organizations.

SCIENTISTS…School One in Scotch Plains held its Science Fair on April 15,
which included 63 projects from 94 students. All participants received a patch
and a certificate for their efforts. T-shirts were presented to the following fourthgraders who have participated in science fairs every year of their eligibility at
School One: Kathleen Colonna, Melissa Gara, Hannah Greeney, Sonali Kamath,
Colin Okell, Gabriella Testa, and Robert Zukofsky. Pictured, left to right, Amy
Sato, Thomas Weideli and Alicia Fung-A-Fat show their certificates and patches.
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Center For Hope Commences
Campaign For ‘Hope Village’

Photo courtesy of Vince Lehotsky

CLEANUP CREW…Debris is the prize as scout volunteers cleanup Rahway
River in the Clark vicinity last Saturday. Pictured, left to right, are: Joe Seebode
of Cub Scout Pack No. 30, Pete Buckley of Boy Scout Troop No. 3300, county
representative Jim Lynch, Steve Yafchak of the Rahway River Association, Scott
Douglas of Winfield Schools and Bob Spiegel of the Edison Wetlands Association.

Former WPD Dispatcher
Tibbs Graduates from NJSP
TRENTON — On April 29, the
New Jersey State Police (NJSP) held
graduation ceremonies for the 139th
NJSP Training Class. Commencement
took place at the War Memorial’s Patriots Theater in Trenton.
Among the 84 recruits sworn in as
New Jersey State Troopers was former
Westfield Police Department dispatcher Gerard Tibbs.
New Jersey Attorney General Peter
Harvey and Colonel Joseph Fuentes,
Superintendent of the NJSP, presented
the graduates with their badges.
Trooper Tibbs, whose academic

grade point average of 96.2 percent
achieved after 26 weeks of intense
physical training and academic instruction, ranked him second behind
the 96.3 percent average attained by
academy classmate and academic
award recipient Gregory Austin of
Ocean View.
Prior to being accepted into the
NJSP Training Academy located in
Sea Girt, Trooper Tibbs spent two
and a half years with the New York
City Police Department, assigned to
the patrol division of the 40th precinct located in the Bronx.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Judge John
“Jack” Boyle, Chairman of the Center
For Hope’s Capital Campaign, has
formally announced that the organization is conducting a Capital Campaign
to raise $10,144,000 to construct
“Hope Village” in Scotch Plains.
“To date, we have raised $6.7 million, which is 66 percent of our campaign goal,” said Judge Boyle. The
campaign must raise another $3.5
million to provide complete funding
for the project.
Robert Coloney, President of Center For Hope, said, “Due to lack of
bed space, we could not provide residential hospice care for over 250
people last year. Our new facility will
allow us to care for an additional 110
people annually.”
A Capital Campaign Leadership
Committee has been established in
order to raise awareness of the project
and raise the balance of the funds. In
addition to Judge Boyle, the committee includes Gerard “Jay” Boyle, June
Fischer, Michael Lapolla, John
Malcolm, Pamela McClure, Jim
O’Brien, Mary Ruotolo, Alfred Sauer

Rahway River Gets Cleanup
From Scout Volunteers
COUNTY — Cub Scout Pack No.
30 conducted their Fifth Annual
Rahway River Cleanup this past Saturday. More than 65 individuals from
around the county participated in the
cleanup effort during pleasant weather
that day. Participants were treated to
a hearty breakfast thanks to the gen-
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and Robert Sloan.
“A project of this scope requires
extraordinary commitments from the
community, and it is at this time we
ask for those who wish to make a
difference to step forward and offer
their assistance,” added Judge Boyle.
Established in 1983 by the late
Peggy Coloney, a Registered Nurse,
and the late Reverend Charles
Hudson, the center has cared for over
11,000 patients and their families
since then.
The Center For Hope remains the
only hospice in New Jersey to operate
its own residential facilities. Father
Hudson House and Theo House, both
in Elizabeth, provided care for 83
individuals last year.
“Peggy’s House of Hope,” the centerpiece of Hope Village, will provide 30 beds for patient care. In keeping with the center’s policy of caring
for all patients regardless of one’s
ability to pay, 14 of these residential
units will be designated for low- and
moderate-income families. Construction of the facility will utilize organized labor.

44 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090
908.518.9333

www.townbank.com
* APY = Annual Percentage Yield. Rates subject to change based on market conditions and without further notice. Account must remain open for one year to earn $10 premium.

erosity of Vaccaro’s Bakery, Dunkin’
Donuts and Clark Bagels. They also
received gifts including T-shirts for
all the kids, tree seedlings, posters,
and merit patches for the scouts.
Work gloves were provided by Bartell
Farm and Garden Supply, Ace Hardware, Merck and the Union County
Clean Communities Program. Shop
Rite and New Jersey American Water
Co. provided snacks and bottled water.
Plastic garbage bags were provided by
the county Department of Parks and
Recreation who also disposed all of the
debris that was collected.
The three areas of the river that had
litter problems were addressed including the vicinity of Bloodgoods
Dam in Winfield, the western side of
the river by the old Felt Mill in Clark,
and the island at the top of Jackson’s
Pond where the borders of Winfield
and Clark meet.
After four hours, the teams amassed
a large array of garbage from the river
including: 80 bags of garbage; 42
tires; three shopping carts (one whole,
two in pieces); a bicycle; a painters
easel; two plastic milk cartons; a pair
of fisherman’s hip waders; a push
lawnmower; 75 feet of copper wire; a
large orange traffic barrel; two couch
cushions and a garbage can.
Several interesting items were also
gathered, including: a punching bag;
football; bowling ball; drag racing
tire; wheel barrow; rubber shark;
backpack; clothing; compact disc;
deer skull with antlers; washing machine tub; inside of a refrigerator;
bow saw and parts of a camera.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SERVING UP CHARITY…The Center For Hope Hospice is swarmed with
supporters during their charity fundraiser last Tuesday, at the Northside Trattoria
in Westfield. The hospice, headquartered in Scotch Plains, benefited with several
thousand dollars from the event. Janette Danco, a member of the restaurant staff,
serves up a smile during the pleasant evening.

Fanwood to Initiate State
‘Transfer of Devel. Rights’
FANWOOD – This past February,
Fanwood was designated as part of
the state’s new transfer of developments rights (TDR) program.
The borough intends to utilize
$120,000 of state funding from the
program to preserve the designated
historic district, a Victorian neighborhood located near Martine and
North Avenues in exchange advancing denser downtown development
near the train station.
In a press release issued this week
by Assemblywoman Linda Stender
(D-22) of Fanwood, TDR is defined
as a “realty transfer system where
development potential in a specified
preservation area can be purchased
by private investors for use in a targeted growth area.” Landowners are
essentially paid for not developing
their property if it lies within the
historic district.
The state Department of Community Affair’s Office of Smart Growth
administers the TDR Demonstration
Projects, which according to Mrs.
Stender, is responsible for leading a
statewide effort to promote sustainable development, protect the environment, preserve open space and
revitalize older communities.
Under the program, developers purchase rights to build in a “receiving”
area. The money then is used to preserve land in a “sending area.”
Reportedly, the transaction would
place permanent restrictions on structures in the designated historic district, in exchange for greater density
in a proposed downtown redevelopment area near the train station.
In exchange for cash, landowners
in the preservation area sever the right
to develop the land any further.
“These investments will help shield
local property taxpayers from the potential cost burdens associated with
controlling development. This grant
funding will maximize land preserva-

tion without impeding positive economic development in areas where it
can produce the greatest benefits,” said
Asw. Stender. “TDR is a smart investment for any community interested in
lowering taxes. Because of TDRs,
municipalities have more control over
where growth occurs, landowners are
compensated fairly for their property,
developers have a clear picture of where
they can build and fewer public funds
are spent on preservation.”
The Fanwood Council met with the
planning board last night to discuss the
TDR program and to hear a presentation from an expert on how transactions
are arranged. Details of the meeting
will be covered in the May 19 edition of
The Scotch Plains Fanwood Times.

Police to Highlight
FW BlockWatch
FANWOOD — The Fanwood
Community Policing Alliance (CPA)
will meeting on Wednesday, May 25,
at the Forest Road Park Building in
Fanwood at 7:30 p.m.
This month’s meeting will highlight a new community program called
BlockWatch that will focus on observation, awareness and reporting of
suspicious activity as a means of preventing crime. All residents of
Fanwood are encouraged to attend.
In 2004, the Fanwood Police Department organized the CPA with residents, business members and community organization leaders. The CPA
invites all residents and those working in Fanwood to join the alliance.
Their mission is to create a link
between the police and the community to address a wide array of topics,
including crime prevention, child
safety and community events. The
CPA meets every fourth Wednesday
at this same time and location. Please
see www.fanwoodcpa.org.
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Williams Nursery Owner
Helps Launch ‘Jersey Grown’
By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Town resident
David Williams, President of the
Union County Board of Agriculture,
recently helped launch New Jersey’s
2005 “Jersey Grown” program by
coordinating the donation of a garden
to the King’s Daughters Day School
in Plainfield.
Mr. Williams and his family own
Williams Nursery, which is celebrating its 85th year of business in
Westfield. Mr. Williams, who has a
degree in horticulture, is also a board
member for Garden Centers of
America, the New Jersey Agricultural Experiment Station and Friends
of Mindowaskin Park in Westfield.
He recommended Union County
for the commencement of the New
Jersey Department of Agriculture’s
program, which will market local
plants as “Jersey Grown.”
“Most people don’t associate Union
County with any sort of agriculture,
but there are actually 54 acres here that
are still being actively farmed,” Mr.
Williams stated. “I think it’s a nice
mixture of urban and suburban areas.”
In celebration of National Gardening Month’s theme of “Give a Garden,” members of the agricultural
board discussed launching the “Jersey Grown” program by donating
plants to a local park.
However, Mr. Williams suggested
beautifying an urban area instead.
And while he said early spring tends
to be a very busy season for nursery
owners, he made time to arrange plant
donations from local nursery and garden centers and seek volunteers from
Rutgers Master Gardeners to assist
with planting at the King’s Daughters
Day School site and to help teach

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FOND GOODBYE…Members of the Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce
salute outgoing President Richard Fromkin at Jefferys Restaurant in Westfield
Monday night. Pictured, left to right, are: Jubb Corbet, Allison O’Hara, Paul
O’Hara, Denise Morrell, Mr. Fromkin and Hans Winberg.
PUBLIC NOTICE
MOUNTAINSIDE
BOARD OF EDUCATION
ANNUAL SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS
2005-2006
All meetings will begin at 8 p.m., and
will be held in the Beechwood School
Media Center, 1497 Woodacres Drive,
Mountainside, New Jersey 07092.
All meetings will be regularly scheduled meetings of the Board, at which
time action may be taken during said
meetings, the Board may go into private
session when necessary.
Tuesday, May 10, 2005
Tuesday, May 24, 2005
Tuesday, June 14, 2005
Tuesday, June 28, 2005
Tuesday, July 12, 2005
Tuesday, September 13, 2005
Tuesday, September 27, 2005
Tuesday, October 11, 2005
Tuesday, October 25, 2005
Tuesday, November 8, 2005
Tuesday, November 22, 2005
Tuesday, December 13, 2005
Tuesday, January 10, 2006
Tuesday, January 24, 2006
Tuesday, February 14, 2006
Tuesday, February 28, 2006
Tuesday, March 14, 2006
Tuesday, March 28, 2006
Tuesday, April 4, 2006
Tuesday, April 25, 2006
Sent: May 5, 2005

Recycling Bulletin
Today Only
WESTFIELD - Residents of Union
County can recycle old propane tanks
on Thursday, May 12, from noon to 6
p.m. at the Westfield Conservation
Center on Lamberts Mill Road.
According to Tom Plante of the
Union County Department of Information, any tank that could not be
filled at a local filling station or that
has been lying around for more than
a few years would be included in the
collection.
The recycling event is for old propane tanks only. All residents of Union
County are eligible to participate at
no cost. Additional collections dates
are tentatively set for the fall.
This collection is not for businesses.
Proof of Union County residency is
required. The collection will take
place rain or shine.
For more information, please call
the Bureau of Environmental Services Hotline at (908) 654-9889, or
visit www.ucnj.org/oem.
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Christy Storms for The Westfield Leader and The Times

JERSEY GROWN…David Williams of Williams Nursery in Westfield recently
helped launch the state’s “Jersey Grown” program, where plants will be marketed under the “Jersey Grown” label.

Elsevier Publishes WF Author
‘Pattern Recognition in Ind.’
WESTFIELD — Elsevier has published “Pattern Recognition in Industry” by Dr. Phiroz Bhagat of Westfield.
Dr. Bhagat’s book explores extracting knowledge to build technical and
business models directly from data
for profitable application in industry.
Dr. Bhagat noted, “Pattern Recognition in Industry” addresses the problems industry is faced with today:
being bombarded by an enormous
amount of data, and confronted by
continually increasing technical and
business advances.
Dr. Bhagat has over two decades of
experience in the application of technology for improved profitability and
performance. He joined Exxon in
1981, where he spearheaded major
projects involving modeling and
simulation of petroleum refining and
chemical processes and lead investi-
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children about gardening.
“The kids were planting alongside
New Jersey’s Secretary of Agriculture (Charles Kuperus),” Mr. Williams noted. “How many kids from
Plainfield can say that?”
While there are no immediate plans
to donate other gardens, the “Jersey
Grown” label will certify that plants,
trees and shrubs have been checked
for quality, are pest and disease free,
and grown here in New Jersey.
Products will be marketed as such;
similar to the way produce is already
tagged “Jersey Fresh.”
According to Mr. Williams, the nursery industry is the number one dollarproducing commodity in New Jersey.
“A lot of the nursery industry felt
kind of slighted that all this marketing promotion was going to the produce end of it, so now the state is
making an effort to promote plants
that have been grown in New Jersey,
too,” Mr. Williams explained.
Future endeavors for Mr. Williams
include a trip to France with the International Garden Center Association
this summer to tour gardening centers abroad. Two years ago, he explored Switzerland’s agriculture with
the same association.
“When you go to another country,
you get some great ideas,” Mr. Williams said. “You can learn more looking at something from a different perspective or culture and bring that back
with you, beyond just going around
here and seeing the same things that
everyone seems to be doing.”
Mr. Williams has been working
fulltime at Williams Nursery since
1983, and treasures his interactions
with customers and the friendly networking relationships he shares with
other local garden center owners.
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gations enabling breakthrough improvements of multi-million dollar
plant units. In January of 2004, he cofounded International Strategy Engines, focusing on providing clients
with pattern recognition-based solutions for improved operations and
profitability. He can be reached at
pmbhagat@strategyengines.com.
A graduate of the Indian Institute of
Technology in Bombay, he earned his
doctorate at the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor. He was a post-doctoral Research Fellow at Harvard University in Cambridge, Mass., and then
taught thermodynamics and energy
conversion as a faculty member at
Columbia University in NewYork City.
He and his wife, Dr. Patricia
Steckler, a clinical psychologist who
also practices in town, live in
Westfield.
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0DVGH*RXUJRQQLHU5RVH 
#RISP BRIGHT FRESH AND FRUITY
0LFKHO)UHUH5RVH
&UHPDQWGH%RXUJRJQH 
&INE BERRY CHARACTER WITH BEAUTIFUL COLOR

4QSJOH8IJUFT

2[IRUG/DQGLQJ9LRJQLHU 
4ROPICAL FRUIT AND EXOTIC ON A SLEEK FRAME
+LUVFK*UXQHU9HOWOLQHU 
4ASTY WITH EXPRESSIVE FRUIT NOTES
*XQGHUORFK'U\5LHVOLQJ 
2EFINED AND AN INCREDIBLE VALUE
'U\&UHHN&KHQLQ%ODQF 
6IBRANT FLAVORS WITH A BALANCED ACIDITY

1JOPU/PJS

6WRQHOHLJK3LQRW1RLU 
.ICELY FOCUSED CHERRY AND FLORAL TONES
9DQ'X]HU3LQRW1RLU 
$RAMATICALLY AROMATIC WITH BLACK CHERRY
$=3LQRW1RLU

(ARMONIOUS AND RIPE WITH GREAT BALANCE
6DPDQWKD6WDUU3W1RLU 
! COMPLEX WINE WITH ENTICING FLAVORS
&DVWOH5RFN3LQRW1RLU 
3UPPLE WITH CHERRY AND VANILLA FLAVORS

/N 3ALE

/N 3ALE

*UBMZ

4ZSBI4IJSB[

5XIILQR5HVHUYD'XFDOH
7DQ/DEHO

#LASSIC #HIANTI STYLE GREAT VINTAGE
)HOVLQD)RQWROORUR

&ULL BODIED WITH A LONG FINISH
%LVFL5RVVR

! GUTSY AND EXCITING RED WINE
6DQWD0DUJKHULWD
3LQRW*ULJLR

2IPE BERRY FRUIT WITH PERFUMED NOSE

$IBSEPOOBZ

4QBJO4PVUI"NFSJDB
%RGHJDV-XDQ*LO
:URQJR'RQJR-XPLOOD 
*UICY CHERRY AND PLUM FLAVORS
/D5LRMD$OWD

9LQD$OEHUGL5HVHUYD
3OFT WITH A DELICATE SWEETNESS
0DUTXHVGH,UXQ5XHGD 
! GREAT VALUE CRISP AND FIRM

$OWRV0DOEHF5HVHUYH
2ICH AND DENSE WITH SOLID STRUCTURE

"VTUSBMJBO$BCFSOFU
$QJXV7KH%XOO
&DEHUQHW6DXYLJQRQ
! NICELY BUILT FRUIT DRIVEN WINE
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,OTS OF RIPE AND RICH BLACKBERRY FRUIT
/LWWOH3HQJXLQ6KLUD]

3MOOTH AND EASY DRINKING

0DVFLDUHOOL
0RQWHSXOFLDQR
'·$EUX]]R


&KDORQH&KDUGRQQD\
%LEGANT RIPE AND COMPLEX
+DPLOWRQ5XVVHOO&KDUG 
,USHLY LAYERED RIPE FRUIT AND MINERALS
5XWKHUIRUG+LOO&KDUG 
&OCUSED PEAR AND CITRUS NOTES

+RJXH&KDUGRQQD\
%NTICING FLAVORS AT A REASONABLE PRICE
.HQGDOO-DFNVRQ
9LQWQHU·V5HVHUYH&KDUG 
2OUND AND SOFT WITH BALANCED ACIDITY

3ILKY AND RIPE WITH A LONG FINISH
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%UDQFRWW6DXYLJQRQ%ODQF 
*UICY AND REFRESHING WITH CITRUS FLAVORS
'H6DQWH6DXYLJQRQ%ODQF 
4ANGY AND LIVELY WITH FINE INTENSITY
(GQD9DOOH\6Y%ODQF

:ESTY CITRUS AND PEAR NOTES

6WRQHOHLJK6Y%ODQF
"RIGHT LIVELY RIPE AND TANGY

1LFKRODV)HXLODWWH
%UXW5RVp
! LIVELY BALANCED
AND FRUITY #HAMPAGNE
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Are We Unduly Alarmed About
Traffic and Pedestrian Safety?
Most of us feel that rising automobile traffic and
pedestrian safety are items of great concern for our
local towns. In Westfield, meetings are being held in
many neighborhoods to discuss the matter. The
BRAKES Group has been trying to improve matters
for years.
It’s interesting that some of us feel that we are the
cause of the problem – such as not walking much
anymore, even if it’s just a few blocks.
People will drive to locations within six blocks,
then look for a parking space that may take them
within two blocks of their destination. Is it our
culture, or programmed response from advertisers?
Must we always be near our car with immediate
access to our cell phone?
One mother suggests in a letter to the editor this
week that perhaps the solution to traffic and safety is
“us” – such as don’t drive kids to school, let them
walk. The decrease in traffic alone as a result of this
would be substantial, as evident by anyone observing the drop off zones at schools. She also suggests
that smaller cars other than SUVs would help.
Perhaps she has a point. If we all walk more and
drive smaller vehicles, would the problem implode?
Walking has its practical limits and so does

carpooling. At which point should one consider
walking? Within eight blocks? Within four?
If we’re going out to dinner with friends, should
we stop saying, “We’ll meet you there about 7:30?”
Instead, should we say, “We’ll pick you up at 7.” If
our child has soccer practice to get exercise, wouldn’t
walking be an appropriate part of that exercise –
rather than parents dropping them off and picking
them up?
According to the New Jersey Sustainable State
Institute (NJSSI), the total number of fatalities has
declined in New Jersey from 1,352 in 1968 to 747 in
2001, a decrease of almost 50 percent. The number
of pedestrian fatalities dropped from 358 in 1968 to
132 in 2001, a decrease of more than 60 percent.
NJSSI notes, these decreases occurred despite a 20
percent increase in population and more than a 60
percent increase in vehicle miles traveled per person.
If the NJSSI statistics are correct, are we unduly
alarmed about traffic and pedestrian safety? Do we
need all these new laws about crosswalks?
Is walking part of the solution to parking? To
obesity? To gasoline prices?
We agree in part with Pogo, “We have met the
enemy... and he is us.”

What Terminology Applies To
School Budget Presentations?
There are differences in terminology used by
government, including boards of education, and
taxpayers. School boards say they slash budgets and
reduce the rate of increase. Taxpayers simply say
taxes and spending are being increased.
School boards, such as Westfield that had budget
defeats at the polls, refer to the resolution process as
“budget cuts.” Whereas, the taxpayers think of the
situation as “limiting the increase in spending.”
Whatever happens in Westfield during the resolution process of the school budget over the next
week, the amount of spending for schools and the
amount of property taxes to be paid will increase
over last year. It’s only a matter of how much the
increase will be.
The school board asked for an increase in spend-

ing over last year by an amount of approximately 5
percent with a budget request of about $77 million.
The voters said “no.” The town council now has the
task of proposing what the spending will be by May
19 – and the school board can appeal to the state
commissioner of education if they do not agree with
the town council.
If the town council determines that the spending
shall only increase by 3 percent over last year, will
the board of education say that the council slashed
the budget by $1.4 million? Or will the board accept
the council’s proposal, which in this example, recommends an increase in spending for schools by
$2.1 million over that of last year?
It’s all the same thing, only what will the terminology be?

Westfielder Says There Should Be Less Cars on the Road,
More Kids Walking to Schools for Their Own Benefit
As a Westfield resident for almost three
years, I enjoy very much this town. But,
one of the things that would make it even
more enjoyable is less cars on the roads.
We do have the infrastructure for pedestrians sidewalks everywhere compared to
other suburbs. We only need to change
old habits.
Lately, several meetings were held regarding traffic solutions. While I totally
agree and support the proposals, the main
issue was not addressed: how do we reduce traffic volume?
As a mother, I am mostly concerned
with children’s safety. When the Franklin
School area was discussed at the May 4
traffic meeting, introducing Walking
School Buses was last on the improvement list. The idea animated the public
and we talked about the many benefits
these buses would bring to the community. But, it stopped here.
Will the town engage in a campaign
and work with the school principals and
PTOs and educate the parents to stop
driving their kids to school on a daily

basis? Or will it leave it up to us — and as
a BRAKES member, I must admit that all
our efforts to decrease traffic at drop-off
and pick up areas did not show any improvement.
There are now around 200 cars (of
which more than half are SUVs) dropping
off every morning at the Newton Place
curb when school starts. More than half
arrive within 10 minutes. Around 8:30
a.m., the waiting line to drop off stretches
past the intersection of Sinclair Place and
Elm Street.
One hundred cars driving or idling
means pollution levels 10 times higher
than what is considered safe. Do we want
that for our children daily? Do we really
think it has no impact on their health in the
long run? Besides the fact, they are half
asleep when they get out of the car.
Action was taken immediately following the April 15 accident at Lawrence and
Dudley Avenues. Thanks again for reinstating the two crossing guards on Dudley
Avenue. But why do we need to wait until
something dramatic happens instead of

being proactive?
At the meetings, parents with kids in
three different schools (elementary,
middle and high) admitted they have to
speed through town in order to pick them
up in time. Is it really necessary to pick
each of them up at the door, speeding and
putting other kids at risk? Is it not possible
for today’s children to walk a distance
and be picked at another location away
from school, if walking home is not an
option?
This is just an example showing that,
unfortunately, most attendants at these
meetings were concerned with how the
measures will impact their own situation,
their own driving time, parking possibilities and so on — but much less public
safety and community benefits.
I can only hope that parents who drive
daily to school will at least consider the
benefits of walking for their own children
if not for the community.
Rodica Ursu
Westfield
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Compromise? Not Where
Sidewalks Are Concerned
By DAVID GIALANELLA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Two weeks ago, at the Westfield Board
of Adjustment meeting, board members
and residents alike gave mention more
than once to the idea of “compromise.”
“Would you want a parking lot right
next to your house?” a friend’s parent had
asked me regarding the board’s latest
conundrum. I responded truthfully that I
really wouldn’t care one way or the other
(I’m more irked that there is only one
public house downtown at which to wet
my whistle).
At not quite 23 years of age, I do not
own any property, thus I am not subject to
the substantial property taxes. Subsequently I am fairly easy going at this
stage, and would probably be willing to
compromise on anything, but knowing
what I know about how much it costs to
reside here, I don’t blame Westfielders
for wanting things their way.
I don’t want to focus on a particular
case heard by the Board of Adjustment
assuming all aforementioned admissions
of indifference don’t invalidate my opinions altogether. One issue does indeed
come to mind about which there ought to
be no compromise whatsoever.
Sidewalks are a very simple concept,
but are an essential element to any community and any family-oriented neighborhood. And neither I nor anyone else in
town has to travel far from his doorstep to
encounter a neighborhood lacking sidewalks.
Westfield lies in one of the most densely
populated counties of the most densely
populated state. It is within a few minutes
drive of almost every major highway in
northeast New Jersey. And since Sam
Goody came along to the delight of most
of my fellow fifth graders (and to the
dismay of the owners of stores like The
Music Hall, Hills Ice Cream Parlor and
Video Village), Westfield has become a

hotbed of all things commercial.
They say you cannot fight progress,
and I don’t intend to battle it with words
here, but given all of these factors, traffic
has become astronomical throughout
Westfield. There is no good excuse for the
absence of sidewalks on any of Westfield’s
streets, certainly not streets so oft traversed as Hillside Avenue, Scotch Plains
Avenue and Central Avenue.
Then there are neighborhoods meant to
have more of a “country” feel, such as
those in the Wychwood area, where sidewalks look out of place, some say. But the
fact is that traffic is becoming as bad in
those neighborhoods as any other. What
degree of remoteness can one reasonably
expect in Union County, New Jersey anyway? We’re lucky there isn’t a stop for
the Path here yet.
To me, any community without sidewalks lacks integrity, lacks that one unifying element that strings the neighborhood together.
It is also a matter of safety. Children
today are even more mollycoddled than
my generation was, (and we were not to
be outdone, mind you). But parents simply must be increasingly wary and yes, at
times, quite protective, because there are
more cars than ever on the road traveling
at faster rates of speed than ever. Their
expectations for installment of safe footpaths are not unreasonable.
Adults too are at risk — jogging on
Mountain Avenue near the North Chestnut Street outlet or on Hillside Avenue
around rush hour always gives me an
extra blast of adrenaline as ironclad SUV’s
come barreling by at what seems like 80
miles per hour.
“Are you crazy? Running on Hillside
Avenue during rush hour?” you might ask
me. “Run somewhere else,” you might
tell me. But why should I have to? I must
be growing up. I’m not willing to compromise.

Letters to the Editor
Neighbors Ask Board to Consider
Proposed Development’s Impact
Editor’s Note: This letter was sent to
the members of the Scotch Plains Planning Board on May 3.
*******
We are deeply concerned about the
limited scope currently being used to review the plans of the proposed development of 2229 Morse Avenue. My family
lives in the Morse neighborhood and we
are concerned about the effect this development will have on the drainage of our
neighborhood.
Our neighborhood tends to flood easily. The extreme proposed development
at 2229 Morse must manage water in the
context of the entire neighborhood, not
just the new, six-house cul-de-sac.
Current zoning allows large

“McMansions” to replace smaller homes
on a single lot. This lot is being subdivided, so where one home once stood,
now there will be six. We ask the planning
board to consider the older infrastructure
in place within our neighborhood; resources that were built to handle the
smaller homes here seem to be already
overwhelmed.
On behalf of my family, my neighbors,
my community, we petition the members
of the Scotch Plains Planning Board to
safeguard our entire neighborhood as you
review the drainage, building and landscaping plans of the development at 2229
Morse Avenue.
Michael and Donna Spangler
Scotch Plains

Superintendent Thanks SP-F Voters
For Supporting School Budget
It is with great pride that I thank the
voters of Scotch Plains and Fanwood for
their support of the 2005-2006 school
budget that was proposed in the recent
school election. I am proud and also grateful because the majority of voters continued to support the work of our students
and said “Yes” to quality schools despite
the fact that these are uncertain financial
times for many people in our communities.
The Board of Education and the administration developed the budget judiciously, giving paramount consideration
to the instructional needs of all students as
well as the severely escalating costs in
some areas of the budget and the financial

constraints placed on school districts by
the state.
Now that the voters have approved the
local spending plan, we in the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Public Schools will work
just as judiciously to implement the budget, always focusing spending as close to
the classroom as possible and in the best
interests of students.
It is gratifying to me that the citizens of
Scotch Plains and Fanwood place such a
high value on the education of the district’s
young people and continue to be supportive partners in their learning, their development and their success.
Superintendent Carol Choye
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Schools

Westfield BOE President Comments
On Budget Resolution by Town Council
As President of the Westfield Board
of Education, I want to update the community on the steps we’ve taken since
April 19, when the school budget for
next year was voted down by a margin of
65 votes (1463 “yes” to 1528 “no”
votes). Since that time, the district has
focused on two key objectives: working
amicably with the Town Council as it
determines the total amount and specific
items to be cut from the budget and
continuing our efforts to better understand the voting result.
We’ve held several meetings to assist
the Town Council in its review of the
school budget, which must be completed
by May 19 according to state law. These
sessions were productive and positive,
and I appreciated the Town Council’s
willingness to learn about the school
district’s priorities and the potential impact of cuts being considered. I’m also
optimistic that the town and school district will emerge from this process with
a more positive working relationship,
enabling new joint efforts that benefit all
Westfield taxpayers.
At this point, the Town Council plans
to vote on the school budget reductions
at its May 17 meeting, which will begin
at 8 p.m. The next evening, on May 18,
the Board of Education will hold a special meeting in at 8 p.m. at 302 Elm
Street in order to approve the Town’s

resolution. If the Board cannot agree to
the reduction amount, the Board could
appeal to the Commissioner of Education. I am extremely hopeful, however,
that we can resolve this issue without an
appeal.
We’ve also been reaching out to parents and the community at large to gain
insight into the reasons behind the budget defeat. I’d like to thank the many
residents who’ve already sent e-mails
and offered comments in person. We’re
carefully reviewing these observations,
which will help us improve our budget
process in the future. We will also
report on the types of responses that
we’ve received. As always, we continue
to
welcome
input
at
boe@westfieldnj.com.
We will continue to keep the public
informed about this budget review process. Details about the recommended
cuts will be shared as soon as the information becomes available. The public is
welcome to attend both the Town Council meeting on May 17 and the Board of
Education meeting on May 18.
Anne Riegel
President, Westfield BOE

Mrs. Renna Is Lauded
For Letter on Spending

The Fanwood Clean Community Committee would like to extend their thanks to
the 60 hearty volunteers who participated
in the April 23 Clean Community Day.
Thanks also go to the Bagel Shop for
providing delicious bagels and New Jersey Transit for providing two flagmen
while litter was removed from the train
track areas. Approximately two and a half
tons of litter was removed from Fanwood’s
public areas.
The morning began with Mayor Colleen Mahr welcoming and thanking the
volunteers and proclaiming that it was
“Clean Community Day.”
Environmental education material was
given to the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
school system and the libraries of both
Fanwood and Scotch Plains.
Fanwood Clean Community
Committee Ray Manfra, Chairman
Bob McCarthy
Linda Talcott
Greg Cummings
Dean Talcott
Pam Sayles

Kudos to Tina Renna of Cranford for
her letter in the May 5 Leader pointing
out the shameful waste of our tax dollars
in the Union County patronage mill. Sadly,
her letter is the single best piece of journalism I’ve read in this paper since moving here nearly three years ago (though I
hope the editors went to the trouble of
checking her facts before printing them).
Perhaps The Leader could retain her
reportorial services on a regular basis. I’d
much rather see the paper’s prime real
estate devoted to real news than to canned
columns written by our town’s elected
officials (especially those running for
mayor), such as the one that graced the
top of page 2 in the same edition.
There’s a place for those. It’s called the
paid advertisements. Your readers – the
taxpaying citizens – deserve better.
Justin Schack
Westfield

Fanwood Committee
Thanks Volunteers
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Diction Deception
Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of diction?
If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!
All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.
Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Lachrymal – Producing tears
2. Valetudinarianism – A state of feeble
health
3. Debouch – In military usage, to
march out of a confined place into open
country
4. Imbroglio – A confusing situation
HOLCAD
1. A water wheel with buckets
2. Calcium tungstate
3. An ancient Greek merchant ship
4. An early stage or beginning
TORGOCH
1. The red-bellied lake trout
2. A Turkish dish consisting of boiled
rice, mutton or fish and spices
3. A friend; comrade
4. To desert a cause
RURIGENOUS
1. Responding slowly to an external
stimulus
2. Devotion to the greedy pursuit of
riches
3. Born in the country
4. Relating to pigs; swine
INTERNECINE
1. Of an alien or foreign nature
2. An enzyme that assists a bee in
making honey
3. An illustration for a book
4. Deadly to both sides; great slaughter

Close Budget Approval
Reflects Voter Concerns
In April, 1,826 voted for the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood school board’s budget
and 1,684 voters voted to disapprove it.
This is a difference of only 142 votes!
Last year, the vote was 1,576 for the
budget and 1,153 against – a difference of
423 votes.
The voting public is becoming increasingly alarmed and upset by the continual
demand for our monies by the school
board. It is only a matter of time until our
voices yield victory in opposition to the
ever-increasing property taxes.
There are some that question if those
on the school board and in the school
system that generate the ever-increasing
budget year after year are in touch with
the realities of life.
Take for example the comment by the
school board president and reported in
this newspaper. She explained that “even
if residents had voted no to the levy, a tax
boost would still occur due to an increase
in fixed costs.”
This is remarkable, taking into consideration that the district has over 26 employees that have salaries over $100K a
year – One, in fact, is compensated in
excess of $150K – exactly how much,
they will not tell us!
The budget has included a salary raise
that will amount to 4 to 4.5 percent and no
contribution of employees for medical
benefits. I forecast that we will be saddled
with a new contract covering perhaps
three years, which reward our employees
with a very generous package. This is
why the majority of the “fixed costs”
cannot be touched.
The board mentioned that we have to
compete with Westfield. This is a colossal case of “Keeping up with the neighbors!” Should one look at census data, it
can be seen that the average male salary
in Westfield is $20,000 more than in
Scotch Plains. The situation is even more
interesting when one considers that the
Westfield voters rejected their school
budget in this year’s vote.
I expect that the school board will not
save any of the budgeted monies. Why
should they? This would only raise questions as to the accuracy of the budget
and may result in a reduced budget next
year, since the starting point would be
lower.
Residents of Scotch Plains and
Fanwood, how many of your neighbors
are having increasing problems paying
their property tax bill, while maintaining a decent quality of life?
Continual references were made of
how our home prices have escalated.
The school board stresses this, but fails
to provide evidence that the property
tax levy for the school budget is the
reason. In a recent Star-Ledger article,
it was mentioned that Scotch Plains’
one-year increase in home value was
10.7 percent. For Union County municipalities, Scotch Plains is 13 on the
list. Where is the return on our property
taxes they claim?
There is no mention if recent graduates from our school system can afford
a house in the community that they
were raised in. School board, can you
provide these statistics to us?
We are watching to see if our money
is given away in the contract negotiations. In so, we promise to remember
next April.
Naturally, this assumes that we have
not been forced to move in the meantime.
Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

Editor’s Note
Last week we wrote that we
were having difficulty obtaining
budget documents from the
county, town and school system.
We thank Union County Clerk of
the Board Nicole Tedeschi and
Westfield Town Clerk Claire Gray
for since providing us with copies
of the budgets. The county also
provided last year’s budget for
comparison.
The Westfield school system
also provided us with a budget
summary.
By Friday, those interested can
review these documents at:
www.goleader.com/features
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Agendas and Agenda Items
Need to Be Available on Time
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

OLD IS NEW AGAIN…Originally taken in 1947, the boys in the photograph were
McKinley Elementary School Cub Scouts. The faces of this year’s McKinley Pack
No. 176 Webelos Scouts in Westfield have been superimposed on the original. This
fun photo was part of the pack’s annual Blue & Gold Banquet held recently at the
school. The banquet’s theme was partly a celebration of the 75th Anniversary of
Cub Scouting. The theme is “75 Years and Still Having Fun!”

Westfield United Way Sets
Annual Meeting on May 19
WESTFIELD — Members will be
elected to serve on the Board of Trustees of the Westfield United Way at
their annual meeting and awards presentation on Thursday, May 19, at 7
p.m. in the Community Room of the
Municipal Building.
The names placed in nomination to
be newly elected are Linda Kaplan,
Pam McClure and John “Jet” Taylor.
Nominated for re-election are Sal
Caruana, Tom Cusimano, Carolyn
Fleder, James McCabe, James Nixon,
Richard Rippe, Mark Swingle and
Darielle Walsh.
Board President Fleder will con-

Genealogical Society
Sets May 14 Meeting
WESTFIELD – The Genealogical
Society of the West Fields will meet
on Saturday, May 14, at 10 a.m. in the
Program Room of the Westfield Memorial Library, located at 550 East
Broad Street in Westfield.
Genealogist Robert Underhill of
Deerfield, Mass. will present a program called “Implications of theYDNA
Project,” in which he will provide an
orientation on DNA identification.
He will explain in laymen’s terms
the basics of the YDNA projects and
demonstrate with examples how it can
be used for genealogical purposes.
Mr. Underhill has roots in New
Jersey dating to the Dutch settlers in
the 1600s. Other ancestors include
families in Quebec City, Canada, Irish
and German immigrants to New York
City and New Jersey in the 1800s,
plus some English ancestry.
This meeting is free and open to the
public, and refreshments will be
served. For additional information,
please call (908) 276-7014.

Jumble Store Seeks
Garage Sale Vendors
CRANFORD – The Jumble Store,
located at 110 Walnut Avenue in
Cranford, invites all interested vendors to participate in its Jumbo Garage
Sale on Saturday, June 4. The rain date
is Saturday, June 11. Home-based businesses and crafters are welcome.
The sale will be held outside in the
Jumble Store parking lot. Spaces are
$20. Refreshments and entertainment
will be provided. To reserve a space
or to obtain more information, please
call (908) 276-0222.

duct the meeting and report on accomplishments of the fund last year,
the election of trustees, and other
business that may arise.
Awards will be presented to outstanding volunteers, and an entertainment program will include presentation of the colors by the scouts.
Refreshments will be served following the meeting.
All contributors to the Westfield
United Way are members of the corporation and are entitled to a vote at
the meeting. The session will also
mark the election of next year’s officers. The slate includes Carolyn Fleder,
President; Scott Cassie, First Vice
President; David Foltz, Second Vice
President; Susan Jacobson, Secretary,
and Claude Fusco, Treasurer.

GOP Women to Host
Whitman on May 20
AREA - Union County Republican
Women (UCRW) will hold a “Festive
Tasting of Fine Wines” on Friday,
May 20, from 7 to 9 p.m. at The Arts
Guild of Rahway located at 1670
Irving Street Rahway.
Thirty fine wines, contributed by
The Wine Library of Springfield, will
be featured.
The special guest will be Christine
Todd Whitman, the first woman elected
governor of New Jersey (1993 to 2000)
and a member of the President George
W. Bush’s cabinet as Director of the
Environmental Protection Agency
(January 2001 to May 2003).
Mrs. Whitman will talk about her
book, “It’s My Party, Too: The Battle
for the Heart of the GOP and the
Future of America.” In her book, Mrs.
Whitman recounts her experiences in
the turbulent world of politics and
offers views of ideological struggles
within the Republican Party today.
The book has been called “a compelling analysis of the future of the
Republican Party.” Governor
Whitman will be available to sign
copies of her book, which will be on
sale at the event.
The evening is open to all. Tickets
are $35 per person. The deadline for
reservations is Wednesday, May 18.
Make checks payable to the Union
County Republican Women, 115
Grove Street, Westfield.
For more information please contact UCRW President Kelly Hatfield
at (908) 522-1455.

With the vast changes in communications over the past decade such as
the Internet, e-mail, voice mail and
cell phones, reaching out and touching someone has never been easier.
Well, that may be so but obtaining
government records seems to be a
little more difficult these days. This is
despite the fact our state now has
OPRA – the Open Public Records
Act, which is supposed to help citizens gain quicker access to all government records.
In Union County, anyone seeking a
copy of a resolution or ordinance
must now fill out an OPRA request.
The county will then call back with a
cost on the document or advise when
it can be viewed during work hours
for free. These documents used to be
readily available at meetings.
The Westfield Town Council is
moving ahead with a parking improvement plan. Officials said a “verbal” presentation would be offered at
the April 26 council agenda meeting
but that there was not any written
documentation. “Lo and behold,”
Third Ward Councilman Mark
Ciarrocca, who chairs the town
council’s Public Safety, Transportation, and Parking Committee, passed
out a written proposal for the threephase plan to Mayor Greg McDermott
and the other seven council members.
While copies were given to reporters
after last Tuesday’s meeting, it would
have been nice to have reviewed the
plan in advance. Members of the public also should have had an opportu-

Boro Baseball League
Collecting Equipment
GARWOOD — During the month
of May, the Garwood Baseball League
will be collecting used baseball equipment for the “Bats, Gloves and Kids”
organization that provides used equipment to those less fortunate children
in the United States and overseas.
Residents should check their garages and basements for equipment.
They can drop off equipment on any
Saturday in May at the Little League
baseball field at the east end of Myrtle
Avenue.
For more information, please call
Bob Pender at (908) 389-1362.

nity to see the report.
Westfield, it should be noted, makes
all their agenda items available to reporters and, I suspect, the public if
they ask for them. The town even posts
their agendas on the Westfield website.
I wish the county would do so; they
will not release the agendas prior to a
meeting. They even used to take back
agendas if an “error” was spotted or if
an item had to be removed.
These agendas should be made
available at least 48 hours in advance
and posted on the county website. We
could understand that if someone requested a document that was 15 years
old, such as a departmental memo
that is not readily available, it might
require some legwork and thus a processing fee could be justified. But
items on the agenda should be available at or prior to a meeting. And if
not, what are they doing on the agenda
in the first place?
We made an OPRA request for a
copy of the 2005 budget, which was
on the agenda last Thursday (May 28)
for introduction, and were told that
copies were not available. We received copies of the 2005 introduced
and 2004 adopted county budgets on
Tuesday. We thank the county for
honoring our request.
As a newspaper editor and reporter
with over 15 years experience, it becomes extremely frustrating when I
cannot count on obtaining records in
a timely fashion.
The Westfield Board of Education,
it should be noted, has copies of their
agendas dropped off at our office by
Friday afternoon prior to a Tuesday
meeting. Again, why can’t the county
do this? Agendas can still be changed.
The public can still ask questions on
matters on or off the agenda.
In the future, all government meeting agendas need to be placed on their
websites, as well as providing access
to any items on that agenda. The
Union County Clerk’s office now has
access available to public land records
on-line. Also, elections are available
countywide on the clerk’s website, as
well. Perhaps the freeholders should
enact a similar policy.
*****
Paul Peyton is the assignment editor for The Westfield Leader and The
Times of Scotch Plains and Fanwood
and covers Union County.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WEBLOS OF DEN ONE…Scotch Plains-Fanwood Pack 4 Cubs from Brunner
Elementary School visit the office of The Westfield Leader and The Scotch PlainsFanwood Times on May 5 (Cinco De Mayo) to learn about communication to earn
their badge. James Kaiser, Ryan Lesiak, Antonio Spadaro, Brian Burns, Evan
Johns, Andrew Citera, Chris Stone, Alex Segulin and Nicky Johns were in the
group.

HUNG UP!!

Friendship, Acceptance Cited
As Vital to Healthy Marriage
By Milt Faith, Executive Director
Youth and Family Counseling Service
A Married Woman Writes: With
the divorce rate well over 50 percent,
are there any indicators to look for,
which can strengthen a marriage?
Answer: In The New York Post
dated January 5, 2005, Dr. John
Gottman of Washington University
stated that he created a test which
showed that “those who are most
knowledgeable about their partners’
likes, dislikes, interests and hobbies,
are most likely to enjoy the married
life.”
Dr. Gottman feels that friendship
and acceptance by both partners are
the strongest characteristics in the
marriage, and that “over 70 percent
of the passion, romance and sex for
both men and women stem from
friendship.”
Of the 22 characteristics in his
“How Well Do You Know Your Partner?” test, I’ve listed the top 16 that I
feel are the most significant, to me:
1. I can name my partner’s best
friends.
2. I know what stresses my partner
is currently facing.
3. I can tell you some of my partner’s
life dreams.

4. I know my partner’s basic philosophy of life.
5. I can list the relatives my partner
likes the least.
6. I often touch or kiss my partner
affectionately.
7. My partner really respects me.
8. There is passion in our relationship.
9. Romance is still part of our relationship.
10. My partner appreciates the
things I do.
11. Our sex life is mostly satisfying.
12. At the end of the day, my partner is glad to see me.
13. We just love talking to each
other.
14. There is lots of give and take
(both people have influence) in our
discussions.
15. My partner listens respectfully
even when we disagree.
16. We generally mesh well on
basic values and goals in life.
Of importance, Dr. Gottman states
(and I agree) that the surest signs that
a relationship is in trouble are: defensiveness, stonewalling, criticism and
contempt!

A picture so crisp, so clear, you can
see every detail. Of your brain.

PERSONAL INJURY LAW

The 3-tesla MRI Scanner, only at Overlook Hospital.
The innovative technology behind our next-generation 3-tesla MRI
Scanner produces exceptional images of the brain and other parts of
the body, giving our neuroradiologists the ability to make the earliest
and most accurate diagnosis. It’s a powerful new tool exclusive to our
Radiology Imaging Department, which also offers a complete range of
the latest technologies in radiology imaging for the entire body. One
such technology is PET/CT imaging, a remarkable cancer tool that not
only tells physicians which cells are cancerous, but pinpoints their
exact location so treatment can be precisely targeted. And our CT
Scanner lets us offer quick, painless, non-invasive procedures such
as a Virtual Colonography or CT Cardiac Angiography. At Overlook,
we offer our patients radiology imaging that does it better, faster,
easier, and more accurately. Because when it comes to your health,
we want it to be picture perfect.
For more information call 1-800-247-9580
or visit www.atlantichealth.org

Certified Trial Attorney
www.JonBramnick.com
A member of
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Miller-Cory Announces
Basket Making Event
WESTFIELD – A demonstration
on how to create baskets from natural
materials will take place this Sunday,
May 15, from 2 to 4 p.m. at the
Miller-Cory House Museum, located
at 614 Mountain Avenue in Westfield.
Eileen O’Shea of Summit will show
how useful and decorative containers
can be made from materials such as
reed, bark and vines. Before pottery,
tinware and glass were easily accessible, 18th and 19th century families
settling in the west fields of
Elizabethtown used baskets as their
primary storage containers.
Volunteers dressed in authentic
early American costumes will conduct tours of the 1740 farmhouse and

answer questions about early Colonial living in New Jersey. The last
tour will begin at 3:30 p.m.
Members of the museum’s Cooking Committee will demonstrate
open-hearth cooking using the same
methods, tools and techniques of the
18th century. Taste treats will be available for visitors to sample. The
museum’s gift shop also will be open.
A demonstration on the art of tole
painting will take place on Sunday,
May 22, starting at 2 p.m. Admission
to the museum is $2 for adults, 50
cents for students and free for children under six. For more information, please call the museum at (908)
232-1776.

Garden Clubs Represented
In Current Museum Exhibit

Miss Stacey Ann Katcher and Darren Mark Lederman

Miss Stacey Ann Katcher
To Wed Darren Lederman
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Katcher of
Westfield and Mr. and Mrs. Joel
Lederman of Staten Island, N.Y. have
announced the engagement of their
children, Miss Stacey Ann Katcher of
Scotch Plains and Darren Mark
Lederman of Staten Island.
A 1994 graduate of Westfield High
School, the bride-to-be was awarded
a Bachelor of Science degree in Education from the University of Delaware in 1998. She earned a Master of

Arts degree in Special Education from
Kean University in 2002. Miss
Katcher is a teacher of children with
special needs in Warren.
Her fiancé, a 1992 graduate of the
Jewish Educational Center, received
a Bachelor of Arts degree in Political
Science from Brooklyn College in
1996. He is employed as a commercial buyer in New York City.
A wedding is being planned for
December of this year.

PAIN & HEADACHE MANAGEMENT
Douglas Ashendorf, M.D.
Pain Treatment Centers of New Jersey
Management of Pain, including:
Headache
Fibromyalgia
Cancer
Pelvic

Neck/Back Pain
Arthritic Disorders
Auto/Work/Sport Injuries

732-382-1700
Emergency 24 hour service available

www.Pain-MD.com

WESTFIELD – Westfield’s two garden clubs, Rake and Hoe and the Garden Club of Westfield, are among the
participants in “Art in Bloom,” a fiveday festival of fine art and floral designs
taking place at the Montclair Art Museum through Sunday, May 15.
The exhibition features a display
of floral arrangements designed to
complement more than 30 works of
American and Native American art
from the museum’s permanent collection galleries and special exhibitions.
Thirty designers from 15 garden
clubs from New Jersey and beyond
are involved in this exhibition. The
floral interpretations are on display
throughout the museum with the
painting or sculpture that inspired

each designer.
This year, the Rake and Hoe club is
represented at the exhibit by Kay
Cross and Barbara Mullin, while the
Garden Club of Westfield is represented by Dariel Belcher, Irene Ilaria
and Ruth Paul.
The museum is located at 3 South
Mountain Avenue in Montclair. For
directions to the museum, please visit
www.montclairartmuseum.org or
call (973) 746-5555. Viewing hours
for the exhibit are 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
today through Sunday, May 12 to
15. Guided group tours are available
for 10 or more visitors.

Amanda Welcomed
By Fallowes-Ruffino

Thomas and Laura Donnelly of
Westfield have announced the homecoming of their son, James Hobart
Donnelly, on Friday, April 8. James
was born on Tuesday, September 7,
2004 in South Korea.
The new parents voluntarily traveled to Seoul, Korea to bring James
home. They were assisted with their
union by Holt International Children’s
Services.
James’ maternal grandparents are
Peter A. McCord of Cranford and
John David and Jane S. Bartram of
Scotch Plains, formerly of Westfield.
John L. and Barbara Donnelly of
Wall Township, formerly of Westfield,
are his paternal grandparents.
Thomas Donnelly is a 1986 graduate of Westfield High School and
Laura McCord Donnelly is a 1987
Westfield High School graduate.

Karen Fallowes and Andrew
Ruffino of Summit have announced
the birth of their daughter, Amanda
Jane Ruffino, on Thursday, March
31, at 4:07 a.m. at Overlook Hospital
in Summit.
Amanda weighed 8 pounds and 3
ounces and measured 20 inches in
length at birth.
She joins her brother, Austin
Fallowes Ruffino, 3¾ years old.
Amanda’s maternal grandparents
are Vicki and Russ Fallowes of
Westfield.
Her paternal grandparents are Joan
Ruffino of New Windsor, N.Y. and
Anthony Ruffino of Delray Beach,
Fla. Paula Ruffino is the baby’s stepgrandmother.

Donnellys Welcome
Son, James Hobart

MR. AND MRS. JOHN JOSEPH MCGINLEY
(She is the former Ms. Danielle Cameron)

Ms. Danielle Cameron
Weds John J. McGinley
Ms. Danielle Cameron, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Gerard F.
Cameron of Westfield, was married
on Friday, July 16, to John Joseph
McGinley. He is the son of Mr. and
Mrs. Sean McGinley of Neptune,
formerly of West Orange.
Monsignor James Burke presided
over the Roman Catholic Mass at
St. Elizabeth’s Church in Avon-bythe-Sea. A reception followed at the
Breakers Hotel in Spring Lake.
Given in marriage by her father,
the bride wore a strapless, ivory
gown and carried a bouquet of white
roses with blue-green hydrangea.
Ms. Colette Cameron of Boston,
Mass. was the Maid of Honor for
her sister.
The bridal attendants included
Ms. Sheri Anacker and Ms. Judeann
Gross of New York City, Mrs. Ann
Loftus of Chatham and Mrs. Susan
Munro of Denver, Colo., all childhood friends of the bride from
Westfield; Ms. Kathleen McGinley

The Chelsea at Fanwood is pleased to host a
FREE 2-part Community Workshop

Part 1 – Estate Planning
Part 2 – Long Term Care Planning
Presented by: Thomas Wernock of the Bellmare Financial Group

HOURS: Mon - Sat 9 AM - 9:30 PM • Sun 12 PM - 8 PM

Smart Wines From Everywhere At Every Price
Nieto Senetiner Bonarda 2002 $21.99
An Italian red transplanted to Argentina. Big red fruits combined with
smokey truffle and earthy accents. Decant for 30 minutes

May Wines of the Month

Zantho Zweigelt $12.99
Great McLaren Vale fruit from a great vintage. Plum, blueberry and
dark cherry around a core of careful tannins and oak aging.

A cross of two native Austrian grapes, the Blaufrankish and the St.
Laurent. Filled with cherry, cranberry and spicy mineral. For burgers
at your picnic.

Muga Rioja White 2003 $12.99

Karthauser Gruner Veltliner $12.99

The Vinra grape with a little bit of Malvasia. Peach, apple and
pineapple with rich vanilla oak tones balanced by acidity.

Austria’s native with a grape. Dry, bright and clean. A cut open apple
drizzled with lemon juice.

Chat. Reynella Shiraz 2001 $29.99

Please join us for this 2 part workshop. In Part I, Mr. Wernock will talk about
the importance of planning for the future and the appropriate wills and trusts. In
Part 2, the workshop will focus on managing family long term care needs and
ways to ease financial burden.
When: Part 1 – Thursday, May 12th, 7pm – 8pm
Part 2 – Saturday, May 14th, 2pm – 3pm
Where: The Chelsea at Fanwood
295 South Avenue

CC
O

Open to the Public – Please join us for this informative
program – Everyone is welcomed!

RSVP

See it all on the Web!
See it all in Color!

908-654-5200
www.chelseaseniorliving.com
This program is part of The Chelsea’s ongoing commitment to professional and community involvement and family education.

Maximin Grunhaus Estate Riesling $19.99

Leth Steinagrund Gruner Veltliner $19.99

From an estate that dates to 966. this is filled with apples and key lime
flavors against a background of slate and acid.

Majestic, full. long and age worthy. Lime and stony mineral. Decant
for 30 minutes. Goes with everything.

YOUR FAVORITE WINES
Toasted Head Chardonnay
$10.99
Blackstone Merlot
$8.99
J Lohr Chardonnay
$10.99
Simi Chardonnay
$12.99
BV Costal Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay/Pinot Noir $7.99
Hess Select Chardonnay
$8.99
Kendall Jackson Chardonnay
$9.99

$34.99
$22.99
$14.99

1.75L
1.75L
1.75L

Bombay Sapphire
Tanqueray
Hendricks
Beefeater
Gordons
Seagrams

$33.99
$30.99
$27.99
$28.99
$13.99
$15.99

1.75L
1.75L
750ml
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L

$8.99
$16.99
$15.99
$10.99
$6.99
$13.99
$11.99
$8.99
$9.99
$10.99
$8.99
$8.99
$8.99

1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
5L
4L

$17.99
$17.99
$14.99
$13.99
$18.99

750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml

Jack Daniels
Jim Beam
Seagrams 7
GIN

$30.99
$33.99
$24.99
$26.99
$18.99
$30.99
$23.99
$13.99
$13.99

1.75L
1.75L
750ml
750ml
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L

Captain Morgan
Bacardi Silver
Bacardi Gold
Malibu

$23.99
$18.99
$18.99
$23.99

1.75L
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L

VALUE WINES
Sutter Home Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Mondavi Coastal Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Beringer Founders Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Woodbridge Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Vendange Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Fetzer Cabernet/Chardonnay
Cavit Pinot Grigio
Walnut Crest Cabernet
Cesari Pinot Grigio
Bolla Soave
Beringer White Zinfandel
Franzia Burgundy/Chablis/Chianti
Carlos Rossi Burgundy/Chablis/Paisano/Sangria

SCOTCH
Dewars White Label
Chivas Regal
Johnnie Walker Black
Johnnie Walker Red
Clan MacGregor

$32.99
$51.99
$55.99
$31.99
$16.99

1.75L
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L

CORDIALS
Baileys
Romana Sambuca
Kahlua
Southern Comfort
Amaretto Di Saronno

RUM

SPRING SPECIAL

10

%

OFF

Any 2 bottles of
wine with
this coupon

Mix and Match is O.K. Sales Items are excluded. 750 ml Only.

Expires 05/18/05

www.goleader.com

WHISKEY
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml

VODKA
Absolut 80
Ketel One
Grey Goose
Pravda
Smirnoff
Stolichnaya
Skyy
Wolfschmidt
Gordons

and Ms. Patricia McGinley of
Hoboken, the sisters of the bridegroom, and Mrs. Nicole Polly of
New York City, a cousin of the bride.
Timothy McChesney of Mendham
and Kenneth McNulty of Livingston
served as best men. Both are childhood friends of the bridegroom.
The groomsmen included Graig
Cameron of Westfield, the bride’s
brother; Kevin Anton of Bloomfield,
Sean Flood of Chatham and John
Meade of West Orange, all childhood friends of the bridegroom.
Brian Cameron of Brooklyn, N.Y.
and Mrs. Renée Esposito-Ferranti
of Staten Island, N.Y., the bride’s
cousins, and Phillip Kelly of
Rumson, a friend of the bridegroom,
did readings.
A 1990 graduate of Westfield
High School, the bride earned a
Bachelor of Arts degree in English
from Gettysburg College and a
Master of Arts degree in English
education from Rutgers University.
She currently is working on her
doctorate at Drew University and
teaches English and journalism at
Summit High School.
The bridegroom graduated from
Seton Hall Preparatory School in
1988 and from Saint Bonaventure
University, where he received a
Bachelor of Arts degree in Social
Science. He is employed as a sales
representative for Iron Mountain in
Moonachie.
The bride’s mother and the bridal
attendants hosted a bridal shower
on May 22 at B.G. Fields Restaurant in Westfield.
The rehearsal dinner was held the
evening before the wedding at The
Ocean House bed and breakfast in
Spring Lake.
Following a wedding trip to
Saint Lucia, the couple lives in
Madison.

20% Off

Slips & Falls
Motor Vehicle Accidents
Defective Products & Machines
Head & Brain Injuries
Construction Accidents
Wrongful Death
Job Related Injuries
Serious Burns & Scars
Nursing Home Abuse

any 12 bottles
or more of wine

The Only Attorney Involved In Your Case
Over 25 Years Of Experience Settling Cases

any 6 bottles
or more of wine

No Fee If Recovery • Call For A Free Consultation

10% Off
Mix and Match is O.K. Sales Items are excluded. 750 ml Only.

We reserve the right to limit quantities while quantities last. Not responsible for typographical errors. All prices do not include state sales tax.

2281 South Avenue • Scotch Plains

908-233-5800
www.franksmithlaw.com
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Hetfield Open House Sunday
To Include Brick Dedication
MOUNTAINSIDE
–
The
Mountainside Historic Preservation
Committee will conduct its first Open
House event of 2005 this Sunday,
May 15, at the historic Hetfield House,
located adjacent to the Mountainside
Public Library at Constitution Plaza.
The festivities will begin at 1:30
p.m. with the open house, followed by
a raffle drawing at 2 p.m. Afterwards,
the committee will dedicate the personalized bricks for the Hetfield House
walkway, where Mountainside residents honor their families and themselves in perpetuity.
The brick project was established
to fund the continuation of a historical update of the borough, the latest
installment of which will cover 1946
to the present in a book of text and
pictures. Visitors to Sunday’s event
will have an opportunity to meet
Connie McNamara, the author selected to write the update.
According to Chairman Scott
Daniels, the committee plans to extend the brick offer to any other interested residents. Individuals may obtain an application at Mountainside
Borough Hall, 1385 Route 22 in
Mountainside, or by calling a mem-

ber of the committee.
Anyone who has already contracted
for a brick is asked to submit a short
history of their relationship with the
community to be included in a permanent archive. These histories may
be sent to the Mountainside Historic
Preservation Committee in care of
Mountainside Borough Hall.
Additionally, the committee reported that a total of 35 dozen plants,
including geraniums, gerbera daisies
and some hanging plants, were purchased during an April 30 sale to
benefit the Hetfield House.

Westfield Welcome Club
To Present Open House
WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Welcome Club will hold an Open
House event for new and prospective
members on Wednesday, May 18, at 8
p.m. at the home of one of its members.
A not-for-profit organization, the
Welcome Club is open to all women
in Westfield and surrounding communities, including Fanwood, Scotch
Plains, Mountainside, Garwood,
Clark and Cranford.
The club offers various activities
for women and their families, including monthly dinners at local restaurants, couples outings, a book club,
movie night, children’s activities and

community service projects.
In the near future, the club expects
to schedule a firehouse visit and a trip
to the Turtle Back Zoo for children.
There also will be couples events
including a wine tasting and the club’s
annual Spring Fling.
Anyone interested in receiving an
invitation to attend the Open House or
in joining the club may contact Andrea
Tropeano at dtropean@comcast.net or
(908) 928-0950, or Ellie Zappulla at
elliezappulla@yahoo.com or (908)
654-6846.
For more information about the club,
please visit www.westfieldnj.com/
welcome.

Gaston Award Program June 4
To Include Jazz Performance
WESTFIELD – The Friends of the
Westfield Memorial Library’s annual
Gaston Award will be presented on
Saturday, June 4, at 1:30 p.m. in the
conference room of the library, located at 550 East Broad Street.
This year’s recipient is Eleanor
Senus, who has served several terms
as President of the Friends, as well as
in many other executive capacities
over the years.
As President, she helped coordinate the Friends’ very successful book
sales. In a three-decade span, the
Friends have directly given to the
library over $600,000 that has been

Historical Society Plans
Visit to Duke Gardens

used for such enhancements as computers, a new sound system, and both
children and adult programs at the
library.
As part of the Gaston Award program, the Friends will present Francis
Varrichio of Highland Park and his
jazz trio, consisting of guitar, double
bass and horns. The program will
feature jazz standards of the 1920s
through the 1950s, including swing,
big band, be bop, Broadway and popular selections.
The public is invited to this event.
There is no charge, but registration is
requested to assure seating and may
be done at the Circulation Desk at the
library or by calling the library at
(908) 789-4090.

*

35

$
Stephen Squeri

Stephen Squeri Appointed
Exec. VP at AmEx In NYC
SCOTCH PLAINS — Stephen
Squeri, 46, of Scotch Plains has
been appointed to the position of
executive vice president, chief information officer at the American
Express Company in New York City.
He formerly served as president
of American Express. Global Commercial Card group. As head of the
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Tickets

To See
The Best Of Broadway
Close To Home

global Technologies organization,
Mr. Squeri will be responsible for
further strengthening the company’s
position as an industry leader in the
strategic use of technology, and will
continue to serve on the company’s
Global Management Team.
“For the critically important position of CIO, we looked for someone
who has demonstrated the ability to
integrate leading edge technologies
into successful business building initiatives, and who possesses a combination of outstanding business acumen, a keen focus on the customer
and strong organizational leadership
skills,” said Ken Chenault, chairman
and chief executive officer.
“Steve has strengths in all of these
areas, as well as a deep and broad
knowledge of our core businesses,”
said Mr. Chenault.
Mr. Squeri joined American Express as a manager in Travelers Cheque
Group (TCG) in 1985 and subsequently held increasingly senior roles
in TCG, Worldwide Marketing and
Establishment Services (ES). He was
named president of the Global Commercial Card group in January of 2002.
Before joining American Express
in 1985, Mr. Squeri spent four years
as a management consultant at Arthur
Andersen & Co.
He received a bachelor of science
and Masters of Business Administration from Manhattan College.

Physician to Offer
Update on Asthma
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Public Library will continue
its monthly medical programs on
Wednesday, May 18, at 7 p.m. with
“Asthma,” presented in cooperation
with Muhlenberg Regional Medical
Center in Plainfield.
Guest speaker Dr. Okey Anene will
discuss the latest medical news regarding treatment of this disease. The
program is free and open to everyone,
and light refreshments will be offered.
The library is located at 1927
Bartle Avenue. For further information and directions, please call the
library at (908) 322-5007, extension
no. 204, or visit www.scotlib.org.

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Historical Society will sponsor an allday trip on Saturday, May 21, to the
Duke Gardens in Somerville and the
Morven Estate in Princeton.
This guided bus tour will cover the
700-acre grounds and include a tour
of the former Governor’s Mansion,
including the extensive decorative arts
collection.
The planned departure time is 8:30
a.m. from the west end of the Lord &
Taylor parking lot on North Avenue
in Westfield, with a scheduled return
time of about 5 p.m. The cost of the
trip is $34 for members and $39 for
non-members.
Interested members and others are
asked to call Fontaine Gatti at (908)
233-9709 for details. All are welcome, but seating is limited and reservations are required.

Please join us
for an Open House
on Sunday, May 15th
from
11:30am-3:30pm

Bringing Our “Neighborhood” to Yours
Innovative Alzheimer’s Care at Sunrise Assisted Living
Sunrise Assisted Living provides specially
designed Alzheimer’s care based on each
resident’s rich history and individual needs.
The result is a personalized environment
as loving as it is innovative. We call it the
Reminiscence Neighborhood.
It’s a unique approach within our community
created to stimulate the memories and senses
of seniors with memory impairment. Supportive
and nurturing staff, interactive Reminiscence
kits and multi-sensory experiences keep our

residents involved in the familiar routines that
marked their lives: gardening, sewing, office
work, setting the dinner table, and even folding
laundry. It’s all designed to focus on each
resident’s strengths and abilities as well as
to help them return to the comfort of a time
that brought them much joy.
And because each senior is gently guided along
in a place that looks and feels like home, every
day can be a pleasant day.

8 PERFORMANCES ONLY! MAY 31–JUNE 5

CALL 1-888-GO-NJPAC
Box office: One Center Street, Newark, NJ
Groups of 20 or more: 1-888-466-5722
Fax: 973-642-5229 • TTY: 877-886-5722

Series

Order online@www.njpac.org
*$35 tickets for Tuesday - Friday evening only. Mention code RP1 when you call,
or go online and type RP1 into comment box and the discount will be processed by the box office.
Subject to availability. Not valid on prior sales.

* One book per visitor.
Limited quantities available.

Sunrise Assisted Living of Westfield

908-317-3030

Assisted Living, Alzheimer’s Care

240 Springfield Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090 • www.sunriseseniorliving.com

New Jersey PERFORMING ARTS CENTER
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Children Invited to ‘Trek’
To Vacation Bible Camp

First Baptist Plans Seminar,
Parenting Group on Sunday
WESTFIELD – Two programs will
take place this Sunday, May 15, at the
First Baptist Church of Westfield,
located at 170 Elm Street.
The church will host a seminar at
12:30 p.m. on medical ethics and
end-of-life decisions, which will explore the issues raised so publicly by
the Terri Schiavo case. All are welcome to bring their questions and
views to the forum.
Living Will and Health Care Advocate forms will be available. A cold
buffet lunch will be provided for a suggested donation of $2. For more information, please call (908) 233-2278 or
email firstbaptist.westfield@verizon.net.
From 5:30 to 7 p.m., the church’s
parenting group will meet. Evolving
from a recent series of sermons on
“amazing relationships,” this group

St. John’s Baptist Sets
Anniversary Service
SCOTCH PLAINS – Pastor Kelmo
Porter and the St. John’s Baptist
Church of Scotch Plains has invited
the public to share in a 96th Anniversary Service this Sunday, May 15, at
the 10 a.m. service.
St. John’s Baptist was founded in
1909. Reverend Porter has been the
church’s Senior Minister since 1967.
The Reverend Jerry Carter, Pastor
of Morristown’s Calvary Baptist
Church, will be the guest speaker.
Reverend Carter also will conduct
the Spring Revival from Monday
through Wednesday, May 16 to 18, at
7:30 p.m. each evening at St. John’s
Baptist Church, located at 2387 Morse
Avenue. For more information, please
call the church at (908) 232-6972.

Haimishe,

WESTFIELD – The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield has invited children age four through fifth grade to
take part in its Vacation Bible Camp,
entitled “Serengeti Trek: Where Kids
Are Wild About God’s Love.”
Registration is currently underway
for the camp, to be held Monday
through Thursday, June 27 to 30, from
6 to 8:30 p.m. The camp will conclude on Thursday evening with a
concert of worship presented by the
band Serge.

provides a forum where parents of
children of all ages can share their
experiences and learn from each other.
Participants will discuss methods
and techniques to help them communicate better with their children. The
meeting is scheduled at the same time
as the church youth group meets, so
that parents can attend after bringing
their teenagers to the group. Childcare
will be provided for younger children.
All interested parents are welcome
and snacks will be available. For more
information, please email Dean Pratt
at deanpratt@comcast.net or call him
at (908) 230-4263.

Louise Fristensky
To Give Voice Recital
MOUNTAINSIDE – On Sunday,
May 15, at 4 p.m., Louise Fristensky
will present a voice recital in the
sanctuary at the Community Presbyterian Church in Mountainside, featuring works by Schubert, Mozart,
Fauré and Donaudy.
A senior at Governor Livingston
High School in Berkeley Heights,
Louise has completed four years of
classical voice and flute studies at the
Manhattan School of Music, Preparatory Division. She will attend New
York University in the fall as a vocal
performance major.
Riko Higuma, winner of the Jacob
Flier International Competition and a
Young Artist at the Van Cliburn Institute, will accompany Louise during
her recital.
This performance is free and open
to the public. The Community Presbyterian Church is located at Deer
Path and Meeting House Lane.

adj (hay-me-sha ) 1. caring and supportive;

2. down to earth and friendly; 3. TEMPLE SHOLOM

Temple Sholom... It's Personal

We invite you to come see our Religious School in action
and meet our Families, Teachers, Rabbi and Educator.

Sunday, May 15th 10am - noon
at our Religious School Site —
Union Catholic High School 1600 Martine Ave., Scotch Plains
Please call us at Temple Sholom to RSVP for the
Religious School Open House or to speak to our Director of Education,
Michelle Shapiro Abraham, at (908) 889-4900.

Morning’s at Seven Due
At Unitarian Church
SWAP MEET…During their April spring break, third-grade Brownie Troop No.
256 from Coles Elementary School in Scotch Plains, pictured above, made
SWAPS (Special Whatchamacallits Affectionately Pinned Somewhere), a Girl
Scout craft designed to promote friendship. The SWAPS will be traded with other
troops later this spring at the Girl Scouts of Fanwood-Scotch Plains Encampment.
They are then pinned to the girls’ hats.

HAZAK Event to Spotlight
Music of George Gershwin
SCOTCH PLAINS – Congregation Beth Israel’s HAZAK group will
host a talk by Dr. Donato D. Fornuto
at 1 p.m. on Wednesday, May 18, on
“George Gershwin – His Life And
His Music.”
All are welcome to attend this free
event, which will take place at Congregation Beth Israel, located at 18
Shalom Way in Scotch Plains.
A Professor Emeritus of William
Paterson College, Dr. Fornuto taught
Jazz Harmony, Jazz Arranging and
Jazz Ear Training in addition to Classical Harmony, Counterpoint and related subjects. He also is a professional pianist.
He will not only relate biographical information and anecdotes, but

Blood Drive Is Slated
At Temple on May 22
WESTFIELD – On Sunday, May
22, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., the Men’s
Club and Sisterhood of Temple
Emanu-El in Westfield will sponsor a
community blood drive inside the
temple, located at 756 East Broad
Street in Westfield.
Bagels, spreads and juice will be
provided, and a complimentary cholesterol screening will be available
for all donors. Blood donors must be
at least 17 years of age and weigh a
minimum 110 pounds.
In order to qualify, individuals must
not have donated blood within eight
weeks prior to the event. For further
information, please call Pete Klein at
(908) 668-8194 or Mike Hamerman
at (908) 654-3395.

JUXTAPOSE
GALLERY

Hadassah to Install
Officers at Luncheon
WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Chapter of Hadassah will hold its
annual Installation Luncheon on
Thursday, May 26, at 11:30 a.m. at
Lana’s, Hyatt Hills Complex, located
at 1300 Raritan Road in Clark.
Officers to be installed include
President, Jeanne Goldstein; Vice
Presidents of Programming, Betty
Dubman and Gerilyn Samuel; Vice
President of Fundraising, Rose
Bauman; Vice Presidents of Education, Tassie Becker, Elaine Kolker
and Bea Wetsher; Vice Presidents of
Membership, Marlene Freeman and
Christine Weingarten; Treasurer,
Marilyn Napak; Recording Secretary,
Mildred Pollock, and Corresponding
Secretary, Marilyn Kestenbaum.
Vocalist Lauren Shaub will provide entertainment during the event.
The cost is $25. Checks should be
made payable to: Westfield Hadassah
and mailed in care of Tanya Whellan,
33 Manitou Circle, Westfield 07090.
For further information, please call
Ms. Whellan at (908) 232-4919.
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FANWOOD – The 2005 FanwoodScotch Plains Memorial Day parade
will be held this year on Monday,
May 30, and pay special tribute to
veterans of the Vietnam War era.
This year marks the 30th anniversary of the end of the Vietnam War. In
recognition of this milestone, the
theme for this year’s parade will be
“Welcome Home – A Salute to Vietnam Veterans.”
All Fanwood and Scotch Plains
veterans of the Vietnam War era will
be honored at the parade. The Parade
Committee has invited all borough
and township residents who served in
the United States armed forces during the Vietnam War period (December 1, 1959 through May 7, 1975) to
participate in the 2005 parade.
This invitation is extended to all
veterans of this period, regardless
of their duty station. This includes
stateside, overseas and combat assignments.
Those veterans interested in joining their fellow Vietnam War era

WWWREDEEMERLUTHERANWESTFIELDCOM
THE SWEETEST PARTY PLACE IN TOWN!

!CADEMIC STANDARDS FOLLOW
AND OFTEN EXCEED .* #ORE
#URRICULUM #ONTENT 3TANDARDS

,ARGE WELL EQUIPPED
AIR CONDITIONED CLASSROOMS
#OMPUTER LAB  RESOURCE ROOM
AVAILABLE
"EFORE  AFTER SCHOOL CARE FOR
BUSY FAMILIES
&ACULTY AND STAFF ARE VERY ACCESSIBLE
3PANISH INSTRUCTION FROM AGE  SWIMMING CLASSES FOR 'RADES  
! SAFE ENVIRONMENT PHYSICALLY EMOTIONALLY AND SOCIALLY
#HRISTIAN VALUES ARE TAUGHT AND CAUGHT

Creative Custom
Framing
Design Consultation &
Creative Matting
Needlepoint
Box Framing
Shadow Boxes for
Memorabilia
Mirrors

Serving The Community For 30 Years

JUXTAPOSE GALLERY
58 Elm Street• Westfield

908-232-3278

LITTLE SCOOPS specializes in children’s parties and special-occasion celebrations,
with an Old Fashioned Ice Cream parlor specially modified to suit children!
❉ Private party room
❉ Autograph T-Shirt for guest of honor
❉ Invitations and thank-you notes
❉ Dancing, games and activities
❉ Ice cream sundaes

❉ Party coordinators
❉ Handprints on birthday wall
❉ Pizza and beverages for guests
❉ Many more party options from favors to balloons,
from specialty performers to special foods
224482

Franchise Opportunities Now Available

7-9 North Union Ave. • Cranford
908-497-7090 • www.littlescoops.com

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Evangel
Church in Scotch Plains will be among
the places where Christians of all
denominations will pray together via
live satellite transmission during the
Global Day of Prayer on Pentecost
Sunday, May 15.
The event will take place from 5 to
8 p.m., and participants may stay as
long as they wish. Admission is free
and all are welcome. The church is
located at 1251 Terrill Road.

comrades should register with the
Parade Committee by calling Toni
Rollis at the Scotch Plains Municipal Building at (908) 322-6700, extension no. 314.
These veterans will march as a
group along the parade route to receive the community’s “thank you”
in recognition of their service to
America during this divisive time in
the nation’s history.

Walk This Sunday
To Benefit The Arc
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Arc of
Union County has announced that
“Step Up For The Arc, Walk 2005”
will take place this Sunday, May 15,
at the Union County Vocational-Technical Schools, located at 1776 Raritan
Road in Scotch Plains.
Registration will begin at 9 a.m.,
and the walk will start at 10 a.m., rain
or shine. Food and refreshments will
be offered.
This annual event raises funds that
support a range of programs and services for adults and children with
developmental disabilities and their
families.
For more information about Step
Up For The Arc, Walk 2005, please
call (908) 754-5910 or visit
www.arcnj.org and click on the Step
Up For The Arc, Walk 2005 logo.

Local Sixth Graders
Honored at Pingry
BERNARDS TOWNSHIP –
Westfielders Helen Daifotis, Kasra
Manoocheri, Jason Reitman and
Taylor Shepard joined Maxwell
Ingrassia of Mountainside in being named to third quarter honor
roll at Pingry’s Lower School in
Bernards Township.

Go to the beach...

go on vacation...

go to
college!

www.juxtaposegallery.com

Do all your favorite summer
activities AND get started on
your college career or earn
extra credits toward your
degree with
UCC’s Summer Session.
● Convenient 3 to 12 week sessions
● Attend class at any of
several locations
~or~ learn at home with Telecourses
and Online courses

Most Courses Start
the Week of
May 23rd & July 11th

Register
NOW!

U CAN CHANGE YOUR LIFE

YO

✔

3MALL NURTURING CLASSES

Evangel Church to Join
Global Day of Prayer

Fanwood-Scotch Plains Parade
To Honor Vietnam Veterans
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Watc ning
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n
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also will perform medleys of
Gershwin’s music. Recorded musical samples, a sing-along and short
quizzes of the “name that tune” style
will round out the presentation.
Refreshments will be served. Reservations are required and may be
made by calling (908) 889-1830.
This program is offered through
the Horizon Speakers Bureau of the
New Jersey Council for the Humanities, a state partner of the National
Endowment for the Humanities.

PLAINFIELD – Act IV, a theater
group based at the First Unitarian
Society of Plainfield, will present
Morning’s at Seven in the Parish Hall
at the church, located at 724 Park
Avenue in Plainfield.
Barbara VanSavage of Fanwood is
the producer, and Stan Kaplan of
Westfield appears in the cast. Performances will be at 8 p.m. tomorrow
and Saturday, May 13 and 14, and
next Friday and Saturday, May 20
and 21, and at 3 p.m. on Sundays,
May 15 and 22.
Paul Osborn’s 1939 play involves a
small-town 1930s family in which
the members decide to assert themselves after decades of smothering
closeness. It enjoyed major revivals
in 1980 and 2002 and won three Tony
Awards.
Tickets are $15 and may be reserved by calling (908) 322-4987 or
(908) 756-0750.

Kathy Genus, Director of Christian Education, and a team of youth
and parent volunteers will lead the
Trek. Each evening, dinner will be
served to campers before they begin
their journey through a variety of fun
and creative Bible-learning activities.
Music, teamwork-building games,
crafts and a mission project to collect
health kits for Church World Service
will all be part of the program. Youngsters also will choose a “Daily Challenge,” a way to live out what they
learn at camp.
The cost for the entire program,
including dinner, is $25 per child, or
$60 for a family with three or more
children. The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield is located at 140 Mountain
Avenue.
For more information on Serengeti
Trek or to register, please call the
church office at (908) 233-0301.
Space is limited, so registration should
be completed as soon as possible.

For information call 908-709-7518
– or – visit us online at www.ucc.edu
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Patrick O’Hanlon Serves
As White House Fellow

SPECIALLY INVITED…Dr. Maria Schmidt, Supervisor of Social Studies K-12
in the Westfield Public Schools, will be one of the keynote speakers at a national
conference for Advanced Placement Teachers of U.S. Government and Politics.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Patrick
O’Hanlon, a 1985 graduate of Union
Catholic High School in Scotch
Plains, is serving as a White House
Fellow in Washington, D.C.
During the course of his fellowship,
he visited his alma mater to speak with
students about the White House Fellows program and the virtues of public
service and civic participation.
Mr. O’Hanlon previously served
as the Vice President, Finance with
MBIA, a Fortune 500 company. He is
also a graduate of West Point Military Academy and Harvard Business
School.
He has served in combat in Iraq and
actively serves as a mentor to at-risk
teenagers and adults in New York City.
Founded in 1964, the White House

Fellow program defines the importance of leadership and public service. These fellowships offer young
men and women first-hand experience working at the highest levels of
federal government.
During his visit, Mr. O’Hanlon was
accompanied by White House Fellow and New Jersey native Sam
Khichi.

Delaney, Leighton, Wade
Will Graduate Delbarton
MORRISTOWN – Westfield residents Matthew Delaney and James
Wade and Michael Leighton of Scotch
Plains will graduate Delbarton School
in Morristown during commencement
exercises on Sunday, June 5.

Westfield School Administrator
To Address National Conference
WESTFIELD – Dr. Maria Schmidt,
Supervisor of Social Studies K-12 in
the Westfield Public Schools, has been
invited to present a workshop for
experienced Advanced Placement
(AP) teachers of U.S. Government
and Politics at the national conference this July in Houston, Tex.
Serving the Westfield Public
Schools since 1972, Dr. Schmidt introduced and wrote the curriculum
for the first AP U.S. Government
and Politics course in Westfield in
1987 when the College Board first
added it to their repertoire of AP
offerings.
She has served as a reader, table
leader, and question leader at the grading of the national exam over the
years and as an AP consultant for the
College Board instructing at work-

See it all on the Web!

www.goleader.com

shops for high school teachers.
Dr. Schmidt authored the first
“Teacher’s Guide for Courses in AP
U.S. Government and Politics” for
the College Board and served as editor for a privately published AP U.S.
Government and Politics test preparation book.
She also taught graduate level summer institutes for teachers of AP U.S.
Government and Politics at various
locations in the College Board’s
Middle States Region.
The AP National Conference is a
national gathering that includes teachers, secondary school administrators,
college faculty and other education
professionals. The conference is established to help the attendees plan,
build on and expand their school’s
AP program.
The AP Program is celebrating its
50th anniversary this year. Westfield
High School offers 17 AP courses,
with a total of 48 percent of the students taking AP or Honors courses.

ABRACADABRA…With the aid of 100 parents, 370 students from Tamaques
Elementary School in Westfield performed for two sold-out audiences at the
annual variety show, “Do You Believe In Magic?” on April 15 and 16 at the
Westfield High School auditorium. Pictured, above, kindergarten and first grade
wizards and dancers dazzle parents in a rendition of the “Sorcerer’s Apprentice.”

‘Ride of Silence’ to Honor
Cyclists Killed or Injured
COUNTY – A “Ride of Silence”
will take place on Monday, May 16,
starting at 7 p.m. out of Summit,
honoring cyclists who have been
killed or injured while riding on public roads.
This event will launch from the parking lot of Wilson School and is tentatively routed through Summit, New
Providence, Berkeley Heights, Gillette,
Meyersville and Chatham. The ride
will be approximately 20 miles long.
Riders should arrive between 6:30
and 6:45 p.m. for instructions and are

encouraged to tie a black band around
their right arm. The “Ride of Silence”
is free to all. Cyclists are asked not to
ride faster than 12 miles per hour and
to remain silent during the ride.
Chris Phelan of Dallas organized
the first “Ride of Silence” last May
after endurance cyclist Larry
Schwartz was hit by the mirror of a
passing bus and killed. This year, the
ride will take place in more than 80
cities in the United States and Canada.
For information, please call Elissa
Cordrey at (908) 273-6306.

QUITE A FELLOW…White House Fellow and Union Catholic High School
graduate Patrick O’Hanlon recently returned to his alma mater. Pictured, left to
right, are: Assistant Principal, Academics, Noreen Andrews; Mr. O’Hanlon,
Humanities Department Chairwoman Barbara Dellanno, and White House
Fellow Samrat Khichi.

Fitness for Fun Camp
Students entering kindergarten
through 5th grade
Mon. June 27th - Fri. July 1st
8:45 am to 12:00 pm
Jefferson Elementary School

Fun Games • Cooperative Skills
Physical Fitness & Recreation
Staff includes NJ Certified Health & Physical Education
Teachers, Athletic Trainer & Student Counselors

To Register Contact Nancy Carpenter: ncarpenter@westfieldnjk12.com

M ARIO C. G URRIERI , E SQ .
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI, HEWIT & PALATUCCI
340 North Avenue

Cranford, New Jersey 07016

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?
Specializing in all aspects of Family Law
including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,
child support, division of assets, palimony,
premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,
restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to
changed financial circumstances, residence
removal from New Jersey, visitation
modifications and transfers of custody.

32 years of continuous practice in Family Law
Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Puglisi Insurance Agency
1831 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

908-322-5150

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”
Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

www.puglisi-insurance.com

Our 67th Year

“We Service Our Clients.”
A Family Institution Providing
Multiple Lines Of Insurance.
Specializing in:
• Attorneys • Physicians Offices
• Commercial • Home Owners • Workers Compensation

Panelist 25 years

FAMIL
YL
AW
MILY
LA
· Divorce · Domestic Violence
· Custody · Child Support
· DW
I · Criminal Defense
DWI
· Busine
ss Dispute
s · Commer
cial Litig
ation
Busines
Disputes
Commercial
Litiga
Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

(908) 232-8787

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

Accredited Mediator

rjk722@aol.com

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

richardjkaplow.com

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

For More Information:

SATURDAY
MAY 21, 2005
8PM

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

The Presbyterian Church in Westfield

JOSEPH DEALESSANDRO
MEMORIAL CONCERT

The Westfield Leader - The Times
Serving the Town Since 1890

PO Box 250 • Westfield, New Jersey 07091
Tele - (908) 232-4407 • Fax - (908) 232-0473

The Leader • The Times
New Subscriber • Renewal
One Year - $28 • Two Years - $52 • Three Years - $76
College $20 (September - May)

Verdi’s Otello

Conducted by

DAVID WROE

(opera in concert)
FREE

PRE-CONCERT LECTURE BY

ROBERT ALDRIDGE

AT

7PM

(Robert Aldridge is the Music Alive Composer-in-Residence)

Name
Address

Call (908) 232-9400 for tickets or visit any of our ticket outlets:

City

State

ZIP

WESTFIELD: Westfield Symphony office • Lancaster Ltd. • Town Book Store

Phone #
Payment

CRANFORD: Martin Jewelers

Cash

Check

SCOTCH PLAINS: Beautiful Things

Charge

CC #

WWW.WESTFIELDSYMPHONY.COM

Exp. Date
Signature
Subscriptions Are Pre-Paid and Are Non-Refundable

press@goleader.com

•

www.goleader.com

We Reach People... Not Driveways!

Funding has been made possible in part through a grant by the New Jersey State Council on the Arts/Department of State, a partner agency of the National Endowment for the Arts.
The Residency of Robert Aldridge is made possible through Music Alive, a residency program of the American Symphony Orchestra League and Meet The Composer. This national program
is designed to provide orchestras with resources and tools to support their presentation of new music to the public and build support for new music within their institutions.
Funding for Music Alive is provided by The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation and The Aaron Copland Fund for Music.
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Terrill Middle School Principal Jeanette Baubles Reports
Students Named to Honor Rolls for Third Marking Period
SCOTCH PLAINS – Terrill Middle
School Principal Jeanette Baubles has
reported the names of students placed
on the Third Marking Period High
and Regular Honor Rolls for the 20042005 academic year.
HIGH HONOR ROLL
SIXTH GRADE – 54 PUPILS
Ellesse Bartosik
Shannon Bell
Anastasia Bogdanovski
Kirsten Carbone
Michael Chaia
Emily Christiansen
Zachary Cohen
Brittany D’Annunzio
Madeline Dillon
Kyle Douglas
Christopher Gilman
Amanda Ho
Emily Horowitz
Julia Ingram
Katherine Keane
Patrick Kelly
Faiz Khan
Ezra Klemow
Rebecca Kline
Evelyn Klotz
Alison Koransky
Rebecca Kreyer
Jillian Leahy
Katie Levitt
Isabel Lopez
Jeffrey Marks
Shannon McGovern

Jessica Moore
Ryann Morrison
Emily Nagourney
Andrew Naugle
Jonah Offitzer
Elise Pak
Alexander Parker
Nicholas Petrow
Niveda Ponmudi
Carrie Port
Christina Reiman
Amanda Rodriguez
Eve Rosenheck
Anthony Scalfaro
Jacob Schaffer
Avika Shah
Jason Shaub
Peter Surace
James Sweeney
Gabrielle Vacca
Sebastian Valdes
Jessica Van Besien
Andrew Vaslas
Amanda White
Lauren Williams
Caresse Yan
Jessica Yorkovich

REGULAR HONOR ROLL
SIXTH GRADE – 104 PUPILS
Betsy Appel
Laura Arasin
Julia Babis
Nathaniel Bach
Emily Bayard
Emily Becker
Brooke Bergenfeld
Shreena Bhojani
Kyle Birnbaum
Timothy Bonacum
Jeffrey Brody
Joshua Brooks
Cassie Caminiti
Moussa Channaoui
Jesse Charschan
Rebecca Chavan
Allison Chen
Theresa Chrystal
Bret Coffey
Emily Cohen
Evan Cole
Alan Dang
Lane Darwin
Michaela Decker
Blake Dejohn
Stefanie Devizo
Jessica DiGiacomo
Rebecca DiGiacomo
Patrick Dougher
Osazenoriu Ebose
Claudia Falconier
Jalynn Farmer
Gregory Favreau
Frederick Feller
Brian Fischer
Caitlin Foley
John Foti
Hayley Geller
Justin Gonzales
Yale Gordon
Jesse Haack
Zachary Harper
Megan Huxford
Emma Kaplan
Will Kempner
Michael Kitts
Megan Koederitz
Alexander Kostakos
Stefanie Kuhn
Lindsay Laguna
James Leitner
Christopher Lettera

Christina Lewis
Eric Leyden
Haley Lindenberg
Kevin Luce
Matthew Manns
Taylor Marshall
Jason Mazursky
David McNally
John McNally
Alexandra Molinaro
Katherine Monfredi
Samuel More
Michael Napolitano
Tyler Nguyen
Chijioke Ohamadike
Michael Parada
Lydia Paradiso
Akshay Patel
Michael Pesin
Annahelena Pimenta
Joelle Pisauro
Erica Randazzo
Zachary Rauch
Sean Reilly
Sean Reilly
Andrew Ricciardi
Michael Rizzo
Michelle Rogoff
Melanie Rome
Julia Root
Warren Rose
Alexa Rothenberg
Lawrence Rothweiler, 3rd
Charles Sciara
Nicholas Sebolao
Nehal Selim
Evan Shlissel
Emily Skaar
Nicole Sultatos
Aashraya Suresh
Michael Swanek
William Thomas
Charles Timko
Zachary Tussel
Theodore Udelsman
Georgeann Wallden
Hollis Wang
Ryan Wheeler
Norman Whitehouse, 4th
Ariel Zaksenberg
Charles Zhou
Zachary Ziolkowski

HIGH HONOR ROLL
SEVENTH GRADE – 40 PUPILS
Matthew Alfano
Marissa Berlant
Alex Brass
Amelia Brause
Graceann Caramico
Lauren Casserly
Bianca Chaves
Kevin Coughlan
Lyndsey Douglas
Rebecca Dunn
Jessica Feldman
Zachary Flanzman
Geri Flood
Kelly Gajdzisz
Samantha Goldner
Samantha Henderson
Caitlin Hoynes-O’Connor
Alexandra Joy
Rebecca Krakora
David Kreps

Lee Lenz
Delia McGee
Daniel Nizri
Adam Offitzer
Chiemeka Onwuanaegbule
Jodie Ordanza
Dominique Osterman
Lindsay Robinson
Roger Romero
Kelsey Rossi
Carrie Salem
Kunal Saxena
Devon Sepe
Eliann Shadmi
Mackenzie Sizemore
Lauren Steinbeck
Nicholas Thorneloe
Nicole Vacca
Emily Weinstock
Albert Wu

REGULAR HONOR ROLL
SEVENTH GRADE – 76 PUPILS
Dina Barny
Sara Mankoff
Lauren Belfer
Daniel Mathan
Steven Bello
Kyle Mattson
Danielle Bernstein John Maxwell
Gary Binkiewicz
Louis Mazzella, Jr.
Jeremy Busch
William McColly
Albert Callahan
Errin McGowan
Daniel Chapman
Sruthi Narayanan
Matthew Ciabattari Timothy Nering
Shai Cohen
Katarina Nier
Cyril Collantes
Matthew O’Donnell
Devon Daly
Neha Pannuri
Brion Davis
Gina Pelosi
Dilland Davis
Kethan Reddy
Jacqueline Depew Dena Rice
Diana De Vries
Michael Riesenberg
Kathryn Dinizo
Arthur Rose
Alan Dlugosz
Laura Ruesch
Luke Durett
Marissa Sacca
Christopher Fortunato Alanna Salituro
Marc Gaglioti
Eddie Sangern
Toniann Gattozzi
Jessica Schroder
Carly Goldner
Christopher Shea
Matthew Goor
Stefani Silverman
Alexander Graham Benjamin Smith
Taylor Guiffre
Valerie Smith
Stephen Hansen
Gregory Stein
Michael Harrison Sarah Strong
Michael Henkels
Tracy Toffolo
Sarah Hoffman
Benjamin Ungar
Michelle Jenkelowitz David Van Wert
Brian Kahn
Brian Walsh
Scott Keogh
Kevin Welch
Jeffrey Kranz
Brandon Wheeler
Andrea Lahoud
Erica Wise
Evan Levine
Alexander Zaller
Alyson Linsenberg Kelsey Zaller
Morgan Maisel
Cassandra Zito

HIGH HONOR ROLL
EIGHTH GRADE – 26 PUPILS
Jennie Altman
Dorian Bogdanovski
James Burke
Kelly Cianciotta
Nicole Cicchetti
Patrick Clancy, 3rd
Julie Deutsch
Christina Dokopoulos
Erin Finan
Amanda Gianni
Naomi Goldstein
Eileen Jiang
William Johnston

Faraz Khan
Kapri Kreps
Allison Lasher
Daniel Lubranski
Gabriella Napoli
Austin Pfundheller
Maxim Rabinovich
Kaitlin Rau
Michael Roth
Timothy Seemann
Kristen Spirko
Martin Sweeney
Linda Timko

REGULAR HONOR ROLL
EIGHTH GRADE – 79 PUPILS
Camilla Bach
Anjli Bansal
Kyle Bascom
Brian Bonacum
Nickolas Bonadies
Emily Carow
Adam Clark
Kathryn Cockrell
Sarah Daniele
Anthony D’Annunzio

Daniel Meurer
Clinton Meyer
Kayla Molnar
Kelly Monroy
Wesley Morrison
Kathryn Moynihan
Takia Neal
Alex Nieto
Anne Marie Noronha
Brian Northrup

Shannon Deegan
Michelle De Santis
Jennifer DiGiuseppe
Morgan Dorsch
Kelly Dyckman
Mitchell Facer
Diana Ferrante
Elizabeth Ferraro
Kathleen Flor-Stagnato
Alexandra Friedman
Daniel Gilman
Stephanie Glover
Erica Goldberg
Susan Gonch
Daniel Gore

Elyse Nussenfeld
Zachary Peart
Tyler Pfundheller
Alexandria Pisauro
Mary Poillon
Christian Prince
Ryan Rappa
Kyle Richers
Alyssa Riesenberg
Davina Roshansky
Golan Rozenberg
Samantha Schaffer
Lisa Schardien
Elizabeth Schreiber
Mark Shvartsman

Michael Griffith
Jacqueline Halpern
Eric Heinz
Anthony Ingato
Brian Jascur
Jeremy Kaufman
Mark Koransky
Sahrula Kubie
Cara Levinson
Genevieve Lubas
Stephen Manzi
Sheryl Markovits
Kevin Maroney
Magan Mauro
Eliza

Concepts & Thought

Matthew Simon
Alexis Sorace
Marissa Squeri
Henna Tailor
Mangesh Tamhankar
Pia Tempestini
Laura Thompson
Ulysses Velasquez
Erick Walker
James Walsh
Julia Weigel
Peter Weigel
Erika White
Jennifer Yang
Ziegler

Scholarship Fund Created
To Honor WHS Graduate
UNION — The sisters of the Beta
Omega chapter of Theta Phi Alpha
Fraternity have created a scholarship
fund at Kean University to honor
Megan Victoria Beck.
Megan, 20, a junior at Kean majoring in communications, passed away
from cancer in January of this year.
A 2002 graduate of Westfield High
School, she was President of her Theta
Phi Alpha Chapter at the time of her
death. She was an active member of
St. Helen’s Roman Catholic Church
in Westfield, worked at the Westfield
Playground Camp at McKinley Elementary School and Kean University Athletic Center, and swam on the
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Kean University’s team.
According to the sisters of the Beta
Omega chapter of Theta Phi Alpha
Fraternity, Megan was a leader who
had compassion, a sense of humor,
generosity, a positive attitude, and a
strong belief in philanthropy. Because
of the impact Megan made, her sorority sisters felt it best to honor her
memory with a scholarship.
Criteria inquiries for and donations
to the scholarship fund can be made
to: Kean University Foundation, c/o
Cynthia McChesney/ Memorial Gifts,
1000 Morris Avenue, Union 07083.
Please note that donations should be
made in memory of Megan Beck.

CELEBRATION…Surrounded by blue and white balloons, Franklin Elementary School PTO Co-President Jackie Cash, Principal Dr. Mary Fleck and
Westfield Superintendent of Schools Dr. William Foley cut a ribbon to unveil the
school’s new brick walkway of honor, installed to commemorate the school’s 75th
anniversary. Sara McKeown, PTO Co-President, is not pictured.

Franklin Elementary Unveils
Walkway to Mark Anniversary
WESTFIELD – On April 26, students and staff at Franklin Elementary
School in Westfield officially opened
a new brick walkway created to celebrate the school’s 75th anniversary.
Superintendent of Schools Dr. William Foley, Franklin Principal Dr.
Mary Fleck, and PTO Co-Presidents
Jackie Cash and Sara McKeown cut a
ribbon at the walkway’s entrance,
and the entire student body initiated
the path by walking over it.
The Franklin PTO, under the chairmanship of Cathy Kattak, began the
“walkway of honor” project one year
ago in order to give a gift to the school
for its anniversary. The path contains
over 225 bricks engraved with names
of families, children, teachers, and other
special individuals and memories.
The walkway encircles the flagpole and connects the front and side
entrances of Franklin School, easing
foot traffic.
At the ribbon-cutting ceremony,
Dr. Fleck explained that the walkway
contains bricks engraved with lasting
memories of Franklin School, but at
the same time it is “a walkway to the
future.”

Franklin students and teachers gathered on the front lawn for the ceremony, which commenced with the
Pledge of Allegiance and the singing
of the National Anthem.
Fifth graders Zoe Greenburg and
Allie Jason recited the history of
Franklin School, which was built in
1930. Fourth graders Parker Friedman
and Cailtin Lawrie spoke about their
feelings and memories of their school.
Vocal music instructors Elsa Hahn
and Mia Laine led the pupils in singing “America the Beautiful,” and an
originally composed school song.
In conjunction with the ribbon-cutting ceremony, students also celebrated Arbor Day. Third graders
Amanda Womelsdorf and Ben
Schuman discussed tree planting and
care, and everyone joined in the singing of an Arbor Day song.
To purchase and engrave a pathway brick at Franklin Elementary
School at $50 each, please call Ms.
McKeown at (908) 233-1801. The
“Buy a Brick” campaign is not a
fundraiser, but an opportunity for individuals to leave a permanent mark
at the school.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY…Attending the 50th birthday celebration of Jefferson
Elementary School was former Principal Charles Jackson who met with current
Principal Jeanette Munoz and fifth grader Anna Graziadei following the school’s
assembly.

Jefferson Elementary Marks
Anniversary With Activities
WESTFIELD — More than 500
students, teachers, parents, school administrators and guests attended a
50th birthday celebration at Jefferson
School on April 13, the actual date of
Thomas Jefferson’s birthday, for
whom the school is named.
Included among the guests were
former students who moved back to the
Jefferson School area and have children attending the school, as well as
previous teachers and administrators.
Jefferson School opened in September 1955. The school now enrolls
473 children in kindergarten through
fifth grade and underwent an 8,000
square foot addition in 1997, com-

plete with technology conduits and
handicap accessibility.
At the birthday assembly, fourth
and fifth grade students who are part
of the “Little Rotarians” recited historical facts and trivia from the 1950s.
Music teacher Karen Yula conducted her fifth grade chorus in nostalgic songs, which were a preview to
the school’s upcoming band and vocal spring concert, which will be held
at 7:30 p.m. on Wednesday, May 11.
Principal Jeanette Munoz paid special tribute to retiring third grade teacher
Roberta Geyer, who has devoted all but
one of her 40 years in the Westfield
School system at Jefferson School.

PITCHING IN FOR EARTH…Rolling up their sleeves to work on the environment at Wardlaw-Hartridge School in Edison on Earth Day are Cameron Rogers
of Scotch Plains, Dan Lack of Westfield and Ben Chalfin of Metuchen. The
students pulled dandelions at the school’s Hellerson sculpture while classmates
planted flowers, created terrariums, packaged ink cartridges for recycling, and
improved the environment in many other ways.

Channel 36 Will Focus
On Wilson; Peer Pressure
WESTFIELD — Wilson Elementary School in Westfield will be featured on cable TV Channel 36
through Tuesday, May 31, in “Focus
on Our Schools.”
The program on Wilson School
will be shown on Tuesdays at 11
a.m. and 7 p.m.; Thursdays at 2 and
10 p.m.; Saturdays at 10 a.m. and 7
p.m., and Sundays at 4 p.m.
“Focus on Our Schools is a regularly scheduled program which debuted on WHS-TV36 in November
2004 and spotlights one Westfield
Public School each month.

A diversity of school activities is
shown in the 30-minute program.
Wilson Principal Dr. Andrew Perry
said, “I am pleased to have the opportunity to demonstrate how children experience a bridge to the future in our school.”
The Guy and Girl Thing II — Extreme Attitude Makeover, a Westfield
High School assembly on the topic of
body image and peer pressure, will be
broadcast on Tuesdays at 1 and 9
p.m.; Thursdays at noon and 4 p.m.;
Saturdays at noon and 9 p.m.; and
Sundays at 2 p.m. through May 31.

SAT PREPARATION: AN EVIL NECESSITY?
SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT…Joy Wagenblast has been named the new
Principal of Redeemer Lutheran School in Westfield. Applications for the 20052006 school year, from early childhood through sixth grade, are now being
accepted.

OWEN BRAND
Your Home-Town
MORTGAGE BANKER
ISB MORTGAGE CO., LLC

Residential - Construction
Commercial - Bridge Loans
Local: (908) 789-2730
Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 26
obrand@isbmortgageco.com
Licensed Mortgage Bankers - NJ Dept. of Banking
Equal Housing Lender

Is SAT preparation really a
necessary evil for today’s high school
students? Mrs. Elaine Sigal, the
owner and director of The
Enrichment Center states, “Most
students are receiving some form of
SAT preparation before they take this
very important test. It is my belief and
that of my teachers, that it is also
necessary to provide not just test
preparation, but to provide an
education. We review not only
methodology but also math, reading
comprehension and writing skills that
students can use in other classes in
school.” Do you want your child to
be the only one not receiving extra
help? The new SAT I format that first
appeared on the March 12 test is
already causing major concern
amongst students. The test is over 4
hours in length and has new added
sections.
The Enrichment Center’s students’
March test results were outstanding.
“Parents have been calling us with
scores that are just amazing. Our
students have increased their scores
form 50-300 points!” says Mrs. Sigal.
This is why The Enrichment Center
was voted #1 in Tutoring Companies
in Union County. There is a
tremendous amount of flexibility in
when students may attend class.

Strategies for taking this and other
tests are covered during class time as
well as the learning of subject matter.
All of the teachers (125+) at The
Enrichment Center are state certified,
not just certified by an organization.
Class size is a maximum of 8 ensuring
individualization. Private tutoring is
always available. Many students start
working on the PSAT/SAT I
preparation as early as 9 th grade.
Morning, afternoon, evening and
weekend classes are available. There
is still time to prepare for the June 4th
test and summer classes are filling
fast.
The Enrichment Center, a full
service tutoring and enrichment
company, is located at 424 Central
Avenue, Westfield, New Jersey, and
most recently at three of their satellite
locations: the Shoprite in Clark, the
Shoprite in Woodbridge, and the
Shoprite in West Orange. The facilities
are handicapped-accessible, airconditioned and have ample free on-site
parking. The Center is open seven days
a week from September to June and six
days a week in July and August to meet
the scheduling needs of each child. Call
today (908- 654-0110 (Westfield) or
(877-668-3224) (Shoprite) to receive
your free brochure or go to:
www.TheEnrichmentCenter.com.

PAID BULLETIN BOARD

The

L

ittle

Opera Company
Of New Jersey

"NOT-SO-LITTLE!"

Donizetti's

L'Elisir d'amore
The Elixir of Love
Conducted by
Robert W. Butts
Fully Staged
2 PM & 8 PM Sat. May 14, 2005
Roy Smith Theater at Union County College
1033 Springfield Avenue Cranford, NJ
Adults $30 Seniors $25 Students $15

For Tickets Call: 908-789-9696
www.njworkshopforthearts,com
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Recreation Department Events
by: Traci Kastner
tkastner@westfieldnj.net
(908) 789-4080

WHO NEEDS TV?…Tamaques Elementary fifth graders Brandon Levan, Michael
Clancy, John Dooley, Jacob Vergara and Matthew Trinkle enjoy an evening of
bingo as students complete another TV-free week. In exchange for turning off
their televisions, students received coupons from local food vendors and bowling
centers. Tamaques Principal Michael Cullen will reward the pupils with one
homework-free evening for exceeding their goal of 1,500 TV-free days.

Girl Scout Troop No. 498
Holds Career Day Program
WESTFIELD – Westfield Senior
Girl Scout Troop No. 498 recently
conducted “From Dreams to Reality,” a Girl Scout career exploration
day at Edison Intermediate School.
The March 5 event, which was open
to all Girl Scouts ages 11 to 17, benefited 72 girls this year. Women from
non-traditional careers described their
jobs, the educational requirements
and a typical work day; what they
enjoy about their professions and the
possibilities for advancement.
After the speeches, the girls were
given an opportunity to talk directly
with the speakers in small groups to
ask questions and hear more about
the jobs that interested them the most.
Among the speakers were Mary
Frank, a professional photographer

Local Newark Academy
Students Earn Honors
LIVINGSTON – Newark Academy in Livingston has announced the
names of local pupils placed on the
High Honors List and Honors List for
the 2005 winter term.
Julien Cobert of Westfield, Giulia
Mercuri of Scotch Plains, and
Karishma Katti of Berkeley Heights
were placed on the High Honors List,
which requires students to receive an
“A-” or above for each course taken.
Students placed on the Honors List,
which requires grades of “B-” or
above for each course taken, include
Arielle Confino, Adam Subhas, Annie
Greenberg, Nina Subhas, Michael
Forman and Emily Harris.
Alex Smith and Amit Parekh,
Scotch Plains residents, joined Berkeley Heights residents Tracy
Jacobson, Lauren Portnoi, Matthew
Kennedy, Rebecca Shulman and Max
Jacobson in being named to the Honors List.

and night photo editor at the Home
News Tribune; Judith McCarthy, Publisher at McGraw-Hill Companies;
Laura Segedin, a Shop and Technology teacher at Roosevelt Intermediate School in Westfield; Theresa
Mullen, an attorney and law partner
at Tressler, Soderstrom, Maloney &
Priess; Michelle Handshuh, a clinical
research scientist from BristolMeyers Squibb Company, and Sergeant Beverly Peal from the Scotch
Plains Police Department.
Rosemary Malfetti, Managing Partner in the Management Recruiters of
Union County, ran a workshop on job
interview skills, while Jan Fine
Pincus, a guidance counselor at
Westfield High School, covered college résumé writing. Working mothers Linda Huff, Mary Lynn Parsloe
and Kathy Sherman held a workshop
about balancing career and family.
At the end of the afternoon, the
girls received the “From Dreams to
Reality” patch, a requirement for earning the Girl Scout Silver Award.
Speakers received framed certificates of appreciation from Troop No.
498, and the 14- and 15-year-old girls
from the troop were commended by
the leaders, girls and speakers for
their organization and hard work in
planning and running such an event.

Pingry School Reveals
Middle School Roster
BERNARDS TOWNSHIP –
Westfielders Alexander Daifotis,
Samuel Fisher, Meghan Hager, Paul
Zoidis, Brendan Bruno, Brendan
Burgdorf, and William Weldon joined
William Stamatis of Mountainside
and Jennifer Soong of Berkeley
Heights in being named to third quarter honor roll at Pingry’s Middle
School in Bernards Township.

People For Animals Seeks
Homes For Dogs and Cats
COUNTY – People for Animals owner died and, due to the allergies
will sponsor dog and cat adoption of other family members, she must
events this Saturday and Sunday, May live in a garage.
14 and 15, at the
Described as well bePETsMART stores in
haved, Abby seems fine
the Bridgewater Promwith other pets. She is
enade Mall, Route 28 at
house trained, spayed
Route 287, and in
and current with her vacWatchung at the
cinations.
Watchung Square Mall,
Cats will be at both
1515 Route 22, West.
PETsMART stores
Dogs will be at the
from noon to 4 p.m. For
Bridgewater store on
information about
Sunday only from
People for Animals’
10:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.
pets for adoption,
Among the many pets
please call (908) 964for adoption will be
6887 and dial 306 for
“Abby,” a nine-yeardogs and 307 for cats.
“Abby”
old, medium-sized, feAll the pets are featured
male black shepherd-mix. Abby’s at www.pfa.petfinder.com.

Education Program to Offer
Overview of Blood Cancers
AREA – The Northern New Jersey
Chapter of the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society, headquartered in
Westfield, has announced a free patient and community education program entitled “Overview of Blood
Cancers.”
Sponsored by Berlex, the program
will be held on Wednesday, June 1,
from 6:30 to 8 p.m. at the University of
Medicine and Dentistry New Jersey
Medical Sciences Building, 185 South
Orange Avenue, Rosemary Gellene
Room, Room B 515 in Newark.
Hematologist/oncologist Dr.
Kathleen Cathcart of University Hospital, UMDNJ and formerly of the
Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer
Center, will be the guest speaker. She

will address an overview of blood
cancers, current treatments, and
symptom and side effect management. Questions will be welcome.
Open to patients, family members,
caregivers and healthcare providers,
this program is free, but registration
is required and must be done by
Wednesday, May 25. A light supper
will be provided.
Attendees should park in Parking Lot
1; there is no cost for parking. For more
information or to register, please call
Deborah Halpern or Laura Mott, Patient
Services Managers, Northern New Jersey Chapter, (908) 654-9445 or e-mail
halpernd@nj-no.leukemialymphoma.orgormottl@nj-no.leukemialymphoma.org.

Roller Hockey Clinics: Students
will learn basic skills or fine-tune
their skills with George Giresi and
the Westfield High School Ice Hockey
Team. The class will be offered to
children aged 6 to 12, from Monday,
June 20, through Friday, June 24,
from 3:30 to 5: 30 p.m. at Tamaques
Park. The cost is $60 per child.
Night Place: The Night Place program is held throughout the school
year on select Friday evenings. This
program is open to all middle school
students. The program is held from
7:30 to 9:30 p.m. at Edison Intermediate School. The cost is $2 in
advance and $3 at the door. The
remaining date is May 13.
Playground Program: In person
registration begins on Wednesday,
June 1, for the Junior Playground
Program, Teen Scene Playground,
and the C.I.T. Playground Program.
The program is available for schoolaged Westfield residents only.
Stroller-Size: This one-hour total
body workout is aimed at improving
one’s cardiovascular endurance,
strength and flexibility. The class will
be held in Tamaques Park on Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. from April 6 through
May 25. The fee is $48 per person.
Summer Camps: The Recreation
Department is taking registrations
for summer camps. Camps are avail-

Teen Event, The Recreation Commission and Municipal Alliance Committee will offer this program on
Thursday, June 16, on the Village
Green from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. Pingpong, knok hockey, and basketball
will be featured along with a DJ.
Chaperones are needed. There is no
fee to attend this event.
Steve Balboni Baseball Camp, for
boys and girls ages 10 to 16. This
camp will be held Tuesday, August
16 to Friday, August 19 from 9 a.m. to
3 p.m. at Farley Park. The cost is
$250 per person. Details will follow.
Summer Parks, ages 6 to 12, 9 a.m.
to 3 p.m., Monday through Friday,
July 5 to August 12. This program is
for Scotch Plains and Fanwood residents. The six-week program features
games, contests, weekly trips, as well
as arts and crafts. Parents can choose
either the Brookside or Green Forest
Parks for their children. The program
is supervised by mostly college students experienced in supervising children. The registration fee is $40 per
child prior to Friday, June 10, and $50
after this date.
Small Fry Program, ages 3 to 5.
Registration for this program, which
began April 16, is $40 before Thursday, June 16 and $50 after this date.
The program can only accomodate 25
kids. The program includes arts and
crafts as well as active and passive
activities.
MARACAS Summer Spanish Camp,
for children aged 4 to 8, 9 to 11 a.m.,
Monday through Friday, June 27 to
July 1 or July 18 to July 22, at the
Scotch Hills Country Club. Tuition
for the camp is $150 per child and
includes all materials and supplies.
Call Amanda Seewald at (908) 4478447 for more information. Space is
limited and the registration deadline
is Friday, June 17.
Youth Tennis Team, ages 10 to 17,
Monday through Friday, June 28 to
August 13, from 1 to 3 p.m., at the
Kramer Manor Park Tennis Courts.
The team will play matches with other
teams in the area who are members of
the New Jersey Town Tennis League.
Players are eligible to compete in the
state tournament. The fee for this program is $15 per person which includes a T-shirt. Registration will take
place from Saturday, June 4 through
Thursday, June 23.
Basketball Skills & Drills, for children entering kindergarten through
2nd grades. Ken Miller will again

able for baseball, basketball, bowling, golf, roller hockey, soccer, tennis, multi-sports and wrestling.
Teen Center: The Teen Center is
open on most Friday evenings during
the school year between the hours of
7 and 11 p.m. for all Westfield High
School students.
Total Toning: Classes are held on
Mondays and Thursdays from 7:30 to
8:30 p.m. in the Municipal Building
Community Room, 425 East Broad
Street. Each session includes 10
classes. The fee is $65 per person.
Tennis Programs, Classes for
adults and children (ages 3 to 14 yrs.)
will begin Saturday, May 7, at the
Memorial Park Tennis courts. Classes
are offered for pee wee, beginner,
advanced beginner and intermediate
levels.
Trips, State Theatre in New
Brunswick, performances of Smokey
Joe’s Café on Friday, May 6, at a cost
of $59 per person, and the Michael
McDonald concert on Wednesday,
July 13. The cost includes transportation.
Please register for the above programs
at: the Westfield Recreation Department,
425 East Broad Street. For further information, please call the Westfield Recreation Office at (908) 789-4080, or visit
www. westfieldnj.net/townhall/recreation.

teach the skills of basketball to beginners as well as more experienced players. The program, to be held at the
Kramer Manor basketball courts, will
have a maximum of 25 children. The
program will be held Thursdays, July
7 through August 25, from 6 to 7 p.m.
Registration will be held from Saturday, June 4 through Friday, June 24,
for Scotch Plains residents at a cost of
$40. Registration for non-residents
cost $45 and will be held from Tuesday, June 14 through Friday, June 24.
Girls/Boys Basketball, for children
entering grades 3 through 6. Ken
Miller will teach skills to those who
have played ball and want to improve
their skill level. The boys and girls
will be together in one group. The
program will be held at the Kramer
Manor basketball courts on Thursdays, July 7 through August 25, from
7:15 to 8:30 pm. Registration for
Scotch Plains residents, to be held
from Saturday, June 4 through Friday, June 24, cost $40. Registration
for non-residents, to be held from
Tuesday, June 14 through Friday, June
24, cost $45 per child.
Junior Golf Clinic, ages 8 to 17.
Bill McCluney, PGA Pro, will be
instructing this summer’s clinic. The
program is for all experience levels
from beginner to advanced. Golf will
be taught at Jerseyland Park, unless
otherwise indicated, on Mondays from
July 11 through August 15. Class size
is limited. Registration for Scotch
Plains residents, to be held from Saturday, June 4 to Wednesday, June 22,
is $50 per child. Non-resident registration is $55 per child and will be
held from Tuesday, June 14 through
Wednesday, June 22.
Youth Tennis Camp, ages 5 to 12,
Kramer Manor Park Tennis Courts.
Children will have a choice of three
weeks this summer. Registration for
residents starts Saturday, June 4.
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– Obituaries –
Lewis Wood, 65, Head of Construction
For AT&T Facilities in New Jersey
Lewis “Lou” J. Wood, 65, of
Fanwood died on Tuesday, May 3, at
his home.
Born in Buffalo, N.Y., he had lived
in Snyder, N.Y. and in Alexandria,
Va. before relocating to Fanwood in
1970.
Mr. Wood had been employed as
head of construction for AT&T facilities in the state of New Jersey prior to
retiring.
He attended the University of Buffalo and served in both the United States
Air Force and the United States National Guard during the Vietnam era.
He was an exempt fireman with the
Snyder Fire Department in Snyder,

N.Y.; a former member of the
Fanwood Jaycees, and a member of
AT&T Telephone Pioneers of New
Jersey.
He was predeceased by his wife,
Carol Wood, in 2002.
Surviving is a sister, Treva D. Funk
of Cape Coral, Fla.
A memorial service will be held at
11 a.m. today, Thursday, May 12, at
the Memorial Funeral Home, 155
South Avenue in Fanwood.
In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made to the Plainfield
Area Humane Society, 75 Rock Avenue, Plainfield 07063.
May 12, 2005

Rosario Tropeano, 77, Business Owner;
Real Estate Developer For 20 Years
Rosario Sarino Tropeano, 77, of
Scotch Plains died on Monday, May
2, at Overlook Hospital in Summit.
Born in Varapodio, Italy, he came
to the United States in 1953. He lived
in Scotch Plains for 23 years.
Mr. Tropeano had been a real estate
developer for 20 years before retiring
10 years ago. He also had owned and
operated Sarino Autobody, Inc. in
Roselle Park for 40 years.
Mr. Tropeano was a member of
UNICO in Scotch Plains and was
named the 2001 Man of the Year by
the Calabria Forum in Lodi.
He was predeceased by his son,
Vincent Tropeano, in 2003, and by a
grandson, Mark Tropeano, earlier
this year.

Surviving are his wife, Fay
Stillitano Tropeano; two sons, Sarino
Tropeano of Westfield and Leo
Tropeano of Flemington; a daughter,
Melisa LaTour of Hoboken; three
brothers, Tom Tropeano of Clark and
Ricardo Tropeano and Rocco
Tropeano, both of Italy; three sisters,
Lisa, Franca and Angela, all in Italy,
and eight grandchildren.
The funeral was held on Monday,
May 9, from the Dooley Colonial
Home, 556 Westfield Avenue in
Westfield. A Mass of Christian Burial
followed at the Immaculate Heart of
Mary Roman Catholic Church in
Scotch Plains. Entombment took place
at Saint Gertrude Cemetery in Colonia.
May 12, 2005

Free Rabies Clinic on Tap
In Scotch Plains May 18
SCOTCH PLAINS – A free rabies
clinic for cats and dogs, sponsored by
the Scotch Plains Health Department,
will be offered Wednesday, May 18,
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the southside
firehouse, located at the corner of
Martine Avenue and Raritan Road.
Cats must be contained in a “cat
carrier” or a box and accompanied by
an adult able to control the animal. If
this is the animal’s initial vaccination
(which includes those animals with
an unknown vaccination history), the
inoculation has a one-year duration.
Subsequent booster vaccinations have
a three-year duration if the animal is
age six months or older.
2005 cat licenses will be available
at the clinic. The cost is $5. Cats will
be vaccinated from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.
Dogs also must be accompanied by an
adult able to control the animal. Revac-

cination is not necessary for three years
unless the dog is less than six months of
age, thus requiring revaccination the
subsequent year (or, if the animal’s vaccination history is unknown).
2005 dog licenses will be available
at the clinic. The cost is $6.20 for a pet
which is spayed or neutered and $9.20
for one that is not. Dogs will be vaccinated from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Individuals are asked to have a check
or exact cash for their licenses. The
New Jersey Department of Health recommends vaccination every two years.
The township will not issue a license unless the vaccination is valid
for the entire licensing period. For
additional information, please call
(908) 322-6700, extension no. 1-309.

Fanwood PBA to Show
Emergency Vehicles

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED
VIRGIN: (Never known to fail)
Oh most beautiful flower of Mount
Carmel, fruitful vine splendor of
heaven. Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist
me in my necessity. Oh, Star of the
Sea, help me show me herein, you
are my mother. Oh Holy Mary,
Mother of God, Queen of Heaven
and Earth! I humbly beseech you
from the bottom of my heart to
succor me in this necessity. There
are none that can withstand your
power. Oh, show me herein you are
my mother. Oh Mary, conceived
without sin, pray for us who have
recourse to thee. Holy Mother, I
place this cause in your hands (3X).
Holy Spirit, you who solve all problems, light all roads so that I can
attain my goal. You who gave me
the divine gift to forgive and forget
all evil against me and that in all
instances in my life you are with
me. I want in this short prayer to
thank you for the things as you
confirm once again that I never
want to be separated from you in
eternal glory. Thank you for your
mercy towards me and mine. The
person must say this prayer three
consecutive days. After three days,
the request will be granted. This
prayer must be published after the
favor is granted. L.R.

FANWOOD – Fanwood PBA Local No. 123 will sponsor its first ever
Police Emergency Vehicle Show on
Sunday, May 22, from 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. in the South Avenue lot of the
Fanwood train station.
Various police emergency vehicles
will be featured, including trucks,
motorcycles, command vehicles and
vintage police cars, among others.
There also will be safety materials to
hand out to families and children. Food
will be sold on site, and local merchants will be part of the event as well.
For more information, please call
Sergeant Tom Jedic at (908) 3225000, extension no. 151, or e-mail
sgtjedic@fanwoodpolice.com.

Hillside Cemetery
Scotch Plains ~ 908.756.1729
www.hillsidecemetery.com

Prayer to
The Blessed Virgin

Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the
Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 4100

Cranford
218 North Avenue
276-0255
Charles V. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 3703
NEW MEMBERS…Inducted into the Cum Laude Society at The Pingry School,
pictured left to right, are: juniors Nadine Reitman, Kelly Peeler and Caitlin
Jennings, and seniors Elizabeth Encarnacion and John Stamatis.
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MURRAY BLASTS HR, TRIPLE, SCORES 3 RUNS, 2 RBI

Blue Devil Baseballers Drill
Minutemen, 14-1, in UCT
By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Avenging a loss earlier in the week,
the third-seeded Westfield High
School baseball team got off to a
rousing start via a five-inning, 14-1,
victory over Elizabeth at the Blue
Devil diamond on May 6 in the
quarterfinal round of the 52nd Annual Union County tournament.
Senior right-hander Billy Hearon
(5-1), in 58 pitches, held the sixthseeded Minutemen to five hits, sat
down four and did not allow a walk

while his team unloaded with everyone in the lineup, reaching base safely.
Catcher Mike Murray blasted an inthe-park homer, tripled, scored three
runs and had two RBI.
“After getting pummeled by them
earlier in the week, we turned the tide
around. Perhaps that loss was in our
minds and it told us that we had to
play hard and play well the whole
game,” said Blue Devil Head Coach
Bob Brewster. “We hit the ball right
from the beginning, got great pitching from Billy and we picked up the

ball. Watching Murray run the bases
on an inside the park homer is a thrill
of a lifetime. It was a thing of beauty
and it was fun to watch. In all the
years, I can think of only two or three.
One was a young man from Scotch
Plains, Kyle Adams, and today it was
Michael. This was a real nice win for
us.”
Westfield pounced quickly with
three runs in the first inning. Sam
Kim singled to left and Murray connected to straight away center with
CONTINUED ON PAGE 17

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GEING TAILED BY A COUGAR…Raider Bridget Cornwell, front, is being tailed by a Cranford Cougar in her leg of the
distance medley relay. The Raider foursome of Laura Harrison, Samantha Gates, Cornwell and Mary Shashaty placed third
in the DMR. The Raider girls placed in 14 of the 16 events to win the Union County Relay title.

ZALESKI, ROSSI SET UC RELAY POLE VAULT RECORD

SP-F Lady Raiders Capture
Union County Relay Crown
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LOOKING SERIOUS TO BEGIN HIS LEG…Blue Devil John Alexandravicius, front, has a very serious look after receiving
the baton from Rob Broadbent in the distance medley relay.

BLUE DEVIL BOYS TIE MEET POLE VAULT RECORD

SPF Raider Boys Finish Second
In UC Track Relays, Devils 6th
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Relying heavily on the talents of a
handful of individuals, the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School boys
won three events and totaled 64 points
to place second to Union at 69 points
in the Union County Relays at Hub
Stine Field in Plainfield on May 7.
The Westfield boys tied their own
meet record set in 2004 in the team
pole vault and finished sixth with 34
points.
Raider
sophomore
Kyle
Rowbotham with a leap of 43-6.25

(one of the top-five in the state this
season) and Nehemiah Burney-Porter at 40-2.75 captured first in the
triple jump with a distance of 83-9.
“I knew it was the best in the meet
but I didn’t know that (top-five in
state),” said Rowbotham who attributed Coach Rich McGriff to his success. “Hopefully in the couple of meets
we have left, I can get to 45 feet.”
Sean Smith (56.5), Rowbotham
(58.5) and Tom Pennella (59.4) took
top honors in the intermediate hurdles
(IM) with a time of 2:54.4
“We, Rowbotham and myself, have

been running well all season. We have
been switching through guys and we
brought in Pennella. We told him we
needed it. He stepped it up. I was
proud of that,” said Smith.
“This is one of our strongest events
and we needed 10 points here.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 17

Believing that they could, the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SPF) High
School girls won the team title at the
Union County Relays at Hub Stine
Field in Plainfield on May 7. The
Raider girls, with a total of 86, set a
meet record in the team pole vault, a
SPF record while winning the triple
jump and placed in 14 of the 16 events
to out-point their nearest opponent
(Rahway) by 34. The Blue Devil girls,
winners of two events, tied Cranford
for sixth with a total of 36 and Union
Catholic finished ninth with 28 points.
“We had a team meeting on Monday and I talked to the girls about
stepping up and doing the things we
were supposed to be doing. We had a
great team effort from the beginning
of the meet until the end. A relay
championship is a true measure of a
good team, more so than an individual championship,” said Raider
Head Coach Jeff Koegel.
Raider Michelle Regg, with a meetbest distance of 33-9.75 and Natasha
Celius at 30-11.5 captured first in the
triple jump with a distance of 649.25. Celius had only one week of
experience in the event. Katie Zaleski,
with a meet-best clearance of 9-6,
and Erin Rossi at 7-6, set a meet
record in the pole vault with a total

height of 17-0.
Although placing third, Laura
Harrison (3:56.9 for 1200), Samantha
Gates (1:01.4 for 400), Bridget
Cornwell (2:28.8 for 800) and Mary
Shashaty (5:25.5 for 1600) set a SPF
record in the distance medley relay
(DMR) with a time of 12:52.4.
“This was our first time ever under
13:00 and a school record by about
13 seconds. Laura, Bridget and Mary
all ran either season bests or all-time
bests,” said Koegel.
Danielle Vena, Gates, Amanda
Bobyack and Meaghan Kelly finished
second in the 4x200 with a seasonsbest time of 1:47.8. Samantha Carow,
Harrison, Allie Hoynes-O’Connor,
with a personal-best 5:37.1, and
Shashaty came in second in the 4x1600
at 22:42.8. Kelly, Vena, Bobyack and
Gates placed second in the 4x400 at
4:06.3. Bobyack, Regg and Celius
combined to place second in the long
jump with a distance of 45-0. Bobyack
had a jump over 16 feet.
In the sprint medley (SMR), Regg,
Olsson, Cornwell and Valdes finished

fourth at 4:34.4. Kat Berka (31-2),
Erin Rossi (30-11.5) and Lauryn
Adams took second in the shot put at
86-5. Berka (102-0), Carly Wells and
Justine Brown took fourth in the discus at 251-11. Berka, Wells and
Alexsandra Fragna took third in the
javelin with a distance of 240-11.
“Kat has been having a phenomenal season, and it continued here,”
commented Koegel.
Aware of the stiff competition, Blue
Devil Head Coach Nancy Carpenter
juggled her lineup in an attempt to
win. In the first event of the afternoon, Emily MacNeil, Driscoll,
Miriam Becker-Cohen and Annie
Onishi, with a personal-best 5:21.8,
seemed surprised to win the DMR
with a school-record time of 12:39.7.
“We really didn’t expect to win.
Annie did a great job,” commented
MacNeil.
“I could hear them coming the
whole way,” Onishi said.
“It worked out very good having
the DMR first,” said Carpenter just
CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

KEHLER’S

YOUTH FOOTBALL CAMP
For Boys Entering
Grades Three Through Nine
Fundamentals for all groups will be emphasized,
with advanced instruction for accelerated groups

Blue Devil
Fast Pitch Softball Camp

CAMP DIRECTORS: Ed Tranchina, Westfield High School
Glen Kehler, Westfield High School, Rutgers University

For Girls Entering Grades 2–9

Monday June 27 to Thursday June 30, 2005
9:00 am to 12:00 pm

JUNE 27th to JUNE 30th, 2005
9:00am to 12:00pm
Westfield High School

EDISON INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL
Across KEHLER STADIUM - Rahway Ave., Westfield

FINAL REGISTRATION:

732-873-5399

First day of Camp, June 27th

Camp Director: Maggie McFadden • email: mmcfadden@patmedia.net

For more information: 908-654-0417

WESTFIELD SOCCER ASSOCIATION

2005 WESTFIELD BASEBALL LEAGUE
SUMMER TRAVELING TEAM REGISTRATIONS AND TRYOUTS

WSA Travel Team Tryouts & CWS Premier Tryouts
Fall 2005 and Spring 2006
All tryouts at Houlihan/Sid Faye Complex or Sycamore Field, Westfield

Visit www.westfieldnjsoccer.com for tryout registration and all updates
WSA Travel Teams
Age Group
U09 Girls
U09 Boys
U10 Girls
U10 Boys
U11 Girls
U11 Boys
U12 Girls
U12 Boys
U13 Girls
U13 Boys
U14 Girls
U14 Boys

Date of Birth
8/1/96-7/31/97
8/1/96-7/31/97
8/1/95-7/31/96
8/1/95-7/31/96
8/1/94-7/31/95
8/1/94-7/31/95
8/1/93-7/31/94
8/1/93-7/31/94
8/1/92-7/31/93
8/1/92-7/31/93
8/1/91-7/31/92
8/1/91-7/31/92

Grade
Fall ’05
3rd
3rd
4th
4th
5th
5th
6th
6th
7th
7th
8th
8th

Tryout 1 - Date- Time
Fri. 6/10- 4-6:00 pm
Fri. 6/10- 6-8:00 pm
Wed. 6/1- 6-8:00 pm
Thurs. 6/2- 6-8:00 pm
Mon. 5/23- 4-6:00 pm
Thurs. 5/12- 6-8:00 pm
Wed. 5/11- 6-8:00 pm
Mon. 5/16- 4-6:00 pm
Mon. 5/24- 6-8:00 pm
* Mon. 5/23- 6-8:00 pm
Fri. 5/20- 4-6:00 pm
Thurs. 5/19- 6-8:00 pm

Tryout 2
.
Sat. 6/11-8:30-10
Sat. 6/11-10-11:30
Fri. 6/3- 6-8:00 pm
Mon. 6/6- 6-8:00 pm
Wed. 5/25- 4-6:00 pm
Thurs. 5/19- 4-6:00 pm
Wed. 5/18- 6-8:00 pm
Mon. 5/23- 6-8:00 pm
Thurs. 5/26- 4-6:00 pm
Thurs. 5/26- 6-8:00 pm
Fri. 5/27- 6-8:00 pm
Tues. 5/24- 4-6:00 pm

7th
7th
8th
8th

Thurs. 5/12- 4-6:00 pm
Mon. 5/9- 6-8:00 pm
Fri. 5/13- 6-8:00 pm
Tues. 5/10- 4-6:00 pm

Wed. 5/18- 4-6:00 pm
Mon. 5/16- 6-8:00 pm
Tues. 5/17- 6-8:00 pm
Tues. 5/17 4-6:00 pm

DETAILS:

TO BE ELIGIBLE TO PARTICIPATE IN SUMMER TRAVEL YOU MUST
HAVE PARTICIPATED IN WBL SPRING BASEBALL.
LEAGUES:

WBL WILL SPONSOR TEAMS AGES 8 THROUGH 17. TO PLAY IN
LEAGUES AND TOURNAMENTS CONSIDERATION WILL BE GIVEN TO
HAVING MULTIPLE TEAMS IN EACH AGE GROUP IF THERE IS A
SUFFICIENT RESPONSE.

REGISTRATION

REGISTRATION FOR AGES 14 AND UNDER WILL BE ON-LINE
@WWW.WESTFILEDBASEBALL.COM. A REGISTRATION LINK WILL
ALSO BE EMAILED TO ALL SPRING BASBEALL LEAGUE
PARTICIPANTS WHO PROVIDED AN EMAIL ADDRESS. REGISTRATION
FOR AGES 15 AND UP WILL BE WITH THE INDIVIDUAL COACHES.
ALL PLAYERS MUST BE THE APPROPRIATE AGE AS OF 7/31/05.

TRYOUTS

PLEASE ARRIVE ½ HOUR PRIOR TO ASSIGNED TRYOUT TIME FOR
BATTING AND FIELDING.

HITTING:

SATURDAY MAY 14, 2005 AT "THE BALLPARK", SPRINGFIELD, NJ
8 YEAR OLDS - 8:30 A.M.
12 YEAR OLDS 4:30 P.M.
9 YEAR OLDS - 11:30 A.M.
13 YEAR OLDS 3:30 P.M.
10 YEAR OLDS - 10:00 A.M.
14 YEAR OLDS 1:00 P.M.:
11 YEAR OLDS - 2:30 P.M.

FIELDING:

SUNDAY, MAY 15, 2005
8 YEAR OLDS – 12:00 P.M. GUMBERT #2
9 YEAR OLDS – 9:00 A.M. TAMAQUES #3
10 YEAR OLDS – 9:00 A.M. GUMPERT #3
11 YEAR OLDS – 9:00 A.M. GUMPERT #1
12 YEAR OLDS – 9:00 A.M. GUMPERT #2
13 YEAR OLDS – 9:00 A.M. TAMAQUES #4
14 YEAR OLDS – 9:00 A.M. TAMAQUES #2

CWS Premier Teams*
U13 Girls
U13 Boys
U14 Girls
U14 Boys
•
•
•

8/1/92-7/31/93
8/1/92-7/31/93
8/1/91-7/31/92
8/1/91-7/31/92

WSA U13 Boys Tryout 1 on May 23 to be held at Sycamore Field.
CWS Premier Team tryouts are open to all players; Westfield residents and non-residents.
CWS Premier Teams schedule aggressively, including some winter and summer activities.

Frequency of Tryouts
Players are encouraged to attend both tryout dates for their age group. Attendance to at least one tryout is
required. Tryouts are conducted once per year, with team assignments for play during the following fall and
spring seasons. Players selected are expected to play both seasons.
Tryout Apparel/Equipment
No travel uniforms may be worn to tryout. Shin guards must be worn and cleats are highly recommended.
Players should bring a ball and arrive ½ hour before tryout.

All updates, directions, rain dates, and registration instructions will
be posted at www.westfieldnjsoccer.com

TRYOUTS ARE REQUIRED FOR THE SUMMER TRAVEL PROGRAM DUE
TO THE INVOLVEMENT IN COMPETITIVE BASEBALL LEAGUES
VERSE OTHER TOWNS. PARTICIPATION REQUIRES A MAJOR
COMMITM ENT FROM BOTH PLAYERS AND PARENTS (WEEKENDS
AND WEEKDAY NIGHTS DURING THE MONTHS OF JUNE AND JULY).
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Devil’s Den

DEVIL SHALLCROSS, RAIDER SPRUNG EACH FIRE 40

Unbeaten Blue Devils Edge
Raider Golfers, 164-173
and Chris Tropeano each shot 41.
ers like Shallcross or an Arbes who
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times
“I’m hitting the ball very well to- are two of the top players in New
A very experienced and solid day except for two holes,” said Jersey, no matter what they shoot,
Westfield High School golf team re- Shallcross. “The greens were not in they are always going to be mummained in its groove to win its 16th the best of shape which gave every- bling about how they could have done
consecutive dual match by defeating one trouble and it rean excellent Scotch Plains-Fanwood flected in the scoring. In
team at Shackamaxon Golf and Coun- general, I’m building up
try Club in Scotch Plains on May 5. my confidence as my
The Blue Devils shot 164 to finish putting is getting better
nine strokes better than the Raiders. which in turn will bring
The win streak now set at 38 began down my scores.”
“I have been playing
nearly two years ago when the Blue
Devils suffered a loss against all right however not up
to my potential,” said
Morristown.
“Westfield has not lost against Tropeano. “Asked what
Scotch Plains in 24 years, however concerned him most,
we were a bit nervous because it is a Tropeano explained, “I
strong Raider team that did very well need to keep it straight
in the Watchung Conference compe- off the tee, keep it in play
tition at Shack, plus their kids looked and I’ll be alright.”
Jimmy Arbes finished
for it and wanted to beat Westfield,”
Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
said Blue Devil Head Coach John with a 42. “Today, that GOOD DRIVE…Blue Devil Scott Calender finished
was a very poor score for with a 41 at Shackamaxon.
Turnbull.
Despite battling aerated greens, both teams. Last week, Westfield shot better. I’m very happy with Calendar.
Ryan Shallcross led the Devils with a a 152 against the number three team Here’s a kid that is the sixth or sevscore of 40, including seven pars and in New Jersey, Christian Brothers,” enth player, broke into the lineup
two double bogies. Scott Calendar said Turnbull. “When you have play- because of Tommy DelDuca’s shoulder injury and has been playing very
well and very steady for us.”
The 12-1-1 Raiders countered with
Mike Sprung who shot 40 and teammates Jack Davis and Andrew
Goldberg each came in with a 44.
Clayton Balch rounded out the quartet with a score of 45.
“Fortunately, my game is getting
back to the level where I like it to be,”
said Sprung. “Playing against a good
team like Westfield creates a lot of
pressure, however I came through by
making many of my puts. My drives
were helping me in most of the holes
and I was hitting my irons.”
“The most important part of the golf
season is ahead of us. We have the
county tournament, the Tournament
of Champions and the state finals, all
within a two week period,” concluded
Turnbull. “The good teams, it’s how
you perform in the state sections and
the state finals. That’s what all players
Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
are geared for. You may have an unbeCHIPPING ONTO THE GREEN…Raider Jack Davis hits a good chip shot onto
lievable duel meet record, as we did
the green in his match with Westfield.
last year; however, the kids really fell
apart and did a very poor job in the
state final and it cost us in the state
rankings.”
with
By FRED LECOMTE

IMPROVE YOUR GOLF GAME
PGA Teaching Professional

Softball Raiders Soil
Lady Farmers, 8-5

Michael A. Kierner
Private Instruction
Video & Computer Analysis
Professional Club Fitting
Gift Certificates

Playing Lessons
Group Lessons
Clinic Packages
One Day Golf Schools

*Customized Corporate Instructional Packages*
To schedule an appointment or for further information, please call
Shackamaxon C.C. at 908-233-3989

SPRING SPECIAL
SPECIAL: Sign up for a series of 5 lessons & get 1 lesson FREE with this ad before 6/20/03.

The 11-8 Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School softball team got an
RBI double from Melissa Sette in
the top of the eighth to provide the
winning run. Angela Nascondiglio
had three singles and two RBI for
the 13-6 Farmers.

Ex-WHS Swimmers Sought
For Alumni Meet/Senior Project
By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

So, what did you do for your senior
project in high school?
I don’t even remember if I did a senior
project. The thing I remember most
about my senior year (1963) was going
to Willie Mays Night at the Polo Grounds
instead of the prom.
Anyhow, WHS senior Lauren Winchester, a co-captain of this year’s girls
swim team, has come up with an interesting senior project – she’s attempting
to hold an alumni swim meet! The date
will be Saturday, June 11, from 1 to 3:30
p.m., at the Westfield Y’s Wallace Pool.
Getting swimmers for the current team
isn’t too much of a problem, since they’re
all still in school and living in town. But
the alumni team, well, that’s a different
situation.
“Winnie” is spending many of her
waking hours trying to contact swimmers from 1960 through 2004 using the
2003 Westfield High School Alumni
Directory. It’s a great source, but people
move, and not everybody is listed in the
directory.
For sure there’s still-semi-local exWHS swimmers like Aaron Weber, Don
Mutz, John Ketcham, Max Wunderle,
Ted Ritter, Brendan Lechner, Dan Morgan and Joe Wilson, just to name a few of
the guys who could make Winchester’s
project into an A+ effort. And Dr. Chris
McFadden is down in the Philadelphia
area. On the female side, there’s Kerry
Hertell, Christina Caroe and Elizabeth
Cummings, among others.
The alumni swim meet was a staple of
the WHS swim season for nearly two
decades, starting in the mid-1960s. It’s
a wonderful tradition that would be a
welcome addition. And it’s all for fun.
Ms. Winchester, a very competitive person, has promised that this will be a
“fun” afternoon for all.
Any former WHS swimmers interested in joining the fun are asked to
contact Lauren Winchester at
winnie1912@comcast.net or call her at
(908) 233.2455 (home) or 908.377.4873
(cell).
NO. 1 FOR A WHILE
Records, they say, are made to be
broken. But will anybody ever catch
George Kapner as the winningest coach
at WHS?
By the time this spring ends, Kapner
should have over 750 career wins. To
achieve that number – which will end up
much larger if Kapner stays around to
coach soccer and boys tennis (with current freshmen Kevin Shallcross, Ravi
Netravali and Evan Eisenberg, who
wouldn’t?) – a one-sport coach would
have to average 25 wins a year for 30
years; a two-sport coach would need
about 38 combined victories each year
over 20 years. That’s a lot of winning,
and a lot of years.
To put it in better perspective, trailing
Kapner and Gary Kehler (739) on the
WHS victory list are Walt Clarkson
(466) and Carol Donner (428).
When you consider that coaches don’t
generally stick with the job as long as

they used to, it would appear Kapner
will be at the top for a long time.
Ironically, Kapner is not the winningest
coach at WHS in any of his sports:
Girls basketball: Kapner has 42 wins;
Dave Shapiro’s 73 is the most.
Girls soccer: Kapner has 194 wins;
Pete Giordano’s 210 is the most.
Boys soccer: Kapner has 174 wins;
Walt Leonow’s 211 is the most.
Boys tennis: Kapner has 288 wins;
Tony Berardo’s 312 is the most.
Boys swimming: Kapner has 42 wins;
Bruce Johnson’s 143 is the most.
DEN TRIVIA
What was Westfield’s tennis lineup in
1988, the last year the Blue Devils captured a state championship?
COMING SOON
Last fall we got people talking when
we picked our 1960-2005 All-WHS Football Team. It was so well received that we
will now unveil the 1960-2005 All-WHS
Baseball Team next week. The team will
have a 16-man roster, with eight position
players, one designated hitter, four pitchers and three utility players.
Since I never got to see them play, guys
like DH Bobby Dougherty, SS Chick
Miller, CF Sam Mitchell, 1B Jim Turpin,
3B Rudy Stanzel, 2B Mount Howarth,
RF Dave Townley, C Jeff Torborg, LF
Marty Burke, P Bob List (not a bad
batting order, eh?) … P-3B Lee Waring,
P Steve Banyasz, C-OF Frank Ketcham,
OF Junie Frye, OF-IF Sam Arbes and P
Charley Frankenbach will not be included. They would fall into the 19001960 era. And right there is a pretty darn
good ballclub, wouldn’t you say?
And remember, this will just be the 16
guys I would take to play some other
school’s All-Team. They may not be the
best in everybody’s opinion, but they’re
the guys I’d bring to the ball field.
My co-coaches will be Joe (The Mailman) Wheatley and Pat Papaccio, with
Charlie Hanson as, “The Scorekeeper.”
TOP FIVE
We encourage readers to contact us
with their “top five” of anything. We
will print them, as space permits. This
week, we present our Top Five softball
pitchers at WHS:
5. (tie) Caitlin MacDonald: The current assistant WHS coach was a threeyear regular (2000-02), with a career
mark of 35-20 with eight no-hitters and
four perfect games. She set a school
single-season record with 217 strikeouts
in 2002.
5. (tie) Bonnie Bell: With a supersolid team behind her, Bell wasn’t a big
strikeout pitcher, but she pitched WHS
into three straight UCT title games and
to a sectional title as a sophomore. Her
three-year stats: 54-11 record, with 272
strikeouts in 403 innings.
4. Meiko Saito: A flame-thrower of
the first degree, Saito’s three-year (198991) record was 50-14, but she took 454
batters for a ride on the K-Train in 423
1/3 innings. She had seven career nohitters, 14 one-hitters and 22 shutouts,
including a school record 16 in 1990.

3. Jill Dame: The diminutive Dame
pitched three years (1986-88) and went
67-13, pitching WHS to a UCT title
(1986) and two North 2 Group 4 crowns
(1986, ’88). She logged 521 innings
with 430 strikeouts.
2. Nancy Kasko: Best known for her
27-3 mark with 177 K’s and a 0.47 ERA
in 1985, Kasko was a four-year starter
and ended up 65-15, with a school record
473 strikeouts in 504 innings. She had six
career no-hitters and two perfect games.
1. Jacki Booth: With All-Stater Brenda
Bentley in the circle, Booth played wherever coach Carol Donner needed
(catcher, shortstop, outfield) her first
two years (1976-77). Then her senior
year (1978) Booth took the mound and
went 21-1 with 153 strikeouts and an
0.89 ERA. She pitched WHS to the
UCT title and North 2 Group 4 title,
before falling to Woodbridge 3-1 in the
state final. She had six no-hitters and
one perfect game in 1978.
REMEMBER WHEN …
May 13, 1947: Ron Roth fans 15 in a
12-1 win over Edison Tech.
May 13, 1949: Dick Hruda shoots a
77 to win medalist honors as WHS wins
the Union County Golf Tournament.
May 13, 1972: Tom Anderson pitches
a no-hitter in a 10-0 victory over Hillside.
May 15, 1973: WHS graduate Jeff
Torborg is the catcher as Nolan Ryan
pitches the first of his seven no-hitters,
a 3-0 win over Kansas City.
May 15, 1992: The WHS lacrosse
team outlasts Hunterdon Central 7-6 in
five overtimes, winning on Matt
Connell’s goal.
May 16, 1958: The WHS golf team,
which went 15-0 under first (and only)
year coach John Lay, loses the Union
County Tournament to Pingry.
May 17, 1945: Jim Chambers pitches
a no-hitter in a 10-0 win over Irvington
Tech.
May 17, 1958: Thomas Jefferson’s
Gary Morit eliminates WHS from the
Union County Tournament with an 11strikeout no-hitter.
May 17, 1965: The WHS boys track
team edges Scotch Plains-Fanwood 58
2/3-58 1/3 to end the Raiders’ 50-meet
win streak.
May 17, 1999: The first 16 batters
combined for nine hits, five walks and
two errors and scored 16 runs as WHS
routed Plainfield in softball. Katy
Brunetto hit a grand slam during the
inning.
May 18, 1991: WHS’s Matt Connell
scores eight goals during a lacrosse win
over Columbia.
TRIVIA ANSWER
At singles were Joe Deer, Jeff
Kopelman and Glenn Kiesel. Kiesel had
an injured ankle during states and played
second doubles, with Mark Pizzi at third
singles. Doubles teams were Adam
Sherman and Brennan Smith, and Pete
Asselin and Ross Rosen.
Devil’s Den appears Thursday in The
Westfield Leader. Contact me with comments or suggestions at bj1019@aol.com.

Visit us at burgdorff.com to see all our homes for sale.

In Westfield

If you’re thinking of selling…
FANWOOD

$459,000

Charm and convenience! This side hall Colonial has an inviting front porch
and charming entrance foyer. The first floor Living Room and Dining Room
have high ceilings and hardwood floors, large Eat-In Kitchen, 4 Bedrooms, 1.5
baths, central air conditioning. Close to town, train and all schools.

SCOTCH PLAINS

$749,000

Picture perfect! Wonderful, move-in condition, 4 Bedroom Split situated on
3/4ths of an acre of professionally landscaped property. Great location!

ﬁnd out why Burgdorff, ERA
listings in Westﬁeld and surrounding
towns on average sell for

higher*
than the rest of the MLS.
Contact a Burgdorff Professional today.
MOUNTAINSIDE

$749,999

Lovely Split with a Colonial flair! At the end of a beautiful cul-de-sac, this 9
room, 4 Bedroom, 2 full and 2 half bath home has hardwood floors, newer
solarium, central air conditioning and a large 3rd floor bedroom suite with many
uses. An ideal home!

WESTFIELD

$1,395,000

Grand, turn-of-the-century Colonial with old and new charm flowing through
its spacious rooms. This home features 6 Bedrooms, 2.1 baths, updated Family
Room, Sun Room, Master Bedroom and bath, gourmet Kitchen and much more.
Close to town, schools and transportation. A real classic!

Extraordinary Professionals Exceeding Expectations.
* Based on the average list price/sale price ratios from GSMLS data for period 6/03-6/04
for Westﬁeld, Cranford, Fanwood, Garwood, Mountainside, Scotch Plains

For all your mortgage needs Call ERA Mortgage at 888-421-3813
WESTFIELD OFFICE • 600 North Avenue West • Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-0065
16 Offices Throughout New Jersey
Owned and Operated By NRT Incorporated
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Lady Lions Defeat Blue Devils
In UC Softball Quarters, 2-1
By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ATTEMPTING TO STRETCH HIS LUCK…Raider Kyle Gates, who just got finished stealing second, attempts to steal
third against the Farmers but runs out of luck. The Raiders, however, shutout the Farmers, 5-0.

D’ANNUNZIO FANS SIX; SCALFARO, DINIZO TRIPLE

Raider Baseballers Rebound,
Shutout Union Farmers, 5-0
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

After being shocked, 11-3, by A.L.
Johnson in the Union County Tournament on May 2, the Scotch PlainsFanwood High School baseball team
needed only to be concerned with its
preparation for the upcoming sectional
tournament. The Raiders rebounded
from that loss in a very impressive way
by shutting out Union, 5-0, on the vast
expanse of Park Middle School Field
in Scotch Plains on May 4.
Raider senior pitcher Chris
D’Annunzio went the distance, recording six strikeouts, two walks and
one hit batter while ceding only five
hits. Communicating well with senior
catcher Kevin Urban who was calling
the pitches, D’Annunzio kept the
Farmer hitting machine off-balance.
None of their five hits were solidly hit.
“Chris was just pitching great today. He was hitting the spots and throwing the ball wherever I told him. It’s all
about trust! He was trusting me and we
were doing well,” said Urban.
“Kevin mixed it up really well. I
kept going inside, outside with my
fastball. My curveball, there were a
couple that slipped out of my hand
but, when it was on, it was pretty
good. My changeup was really good,”
D’Annunzio said.
D’Annunzio got into a tight spot in
the top of the fourth when Tim Givens
(3-for-3) led off the inning with a
high pop fly that eluded the shortstop
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in shallow left and resulted in a double.
However after mixing his pitches well,
he struck out the next three batters. In
the sixth, the 11-6 Farmers mounted
a two-out threat with a single, followed by an error and a walk to load
the bases but D’Annunzio answered
with a strikeout to douse the threat.
“I had everything working when I
needed, in clutch situations. Kevin is
real good at keeping my head straight,
telling me little things that I’m doing
wrong. With Kevin behind the plate, I
feel real confident,” said D’Annunzio.
“I told him to stay focused, try not
to overthrow stuff and stay within
himself and take control,” explained
Urban.
“The team was down a little bit. I
asked Chris to come in a do a job for
us. He was on. He had everything
working today,” said Raider Head
Coach Tom Baylock. “Kevin called a
great game, kept the batters off-balance and every time we got in trouble,
he found a way to get out of it.”
Raider James Scalfaro went 2-for3, with an RBI single and an RBI
triple, and scored a run in the 10-hit
attack. Mike Dinizo also tripled and
scored a run. Both triples would have
easily been home runs on the fenced
varsity field, which is in the process
of having repairs along the leftfield
sideline. Kyle Gates had two singles
and two stolen bases. Urban had an
RBI single and scored once and Sean
Varsolona singled and scored while

John Maloney and Rob Moskal each
had an RBI single. Jeff Bell singled
and D’Annunzio scored once.
As the right fielder, Bell, the Alpha-Omega man, made a fine catch to
record the first out of the game then
made a spectacular sliding grab along
the right field line for the final out of
the game. Urban gunned down an
attempted steal of second in the first
inning then followed by gunning down
another Farmer attempting to steal
third in the second inning.
D’Annunzio kindled a two-run
spurt in the first by getting hit in the
back. Moskal bunted him to second
and Urban lined his RBI single to
center. Urban alertly sped to second
on the throw home then rumbled to
third on an errant throw to second.
Maloney brought Urban home with a
chopping single past short.
Dinizo led off the second by hammering a triple to remote left. Scalfaro
hacked an RBI single to center, Bell
singled and Moskal plopped an RBI
single into right to give the 9-8 Raiders a 4-0 lead. The final run came in
the sixth when Varsolona singled and
scored on Scalfaro’s triple to left.
“Today was the first time that, when
we got runners on second and third,
we scored. We have some electrifying bats. If we just keep trying, it’s
going to happen. We are going to
explode,” said Baylock.
Union
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood

Open House: Sun. 5/15 1-5 PM
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Despite a strong pitching performance by Westfield High School senior Lauren Gelmetti, the Roselle
Catholic Lions took advantage of Blue
Devil miscues to grab a 2-1 victory in
the quarterfinals of the Union County
Tournament in Westfield on May 7.
Lion Jackie Murphy doubled home
Caroline Moretti with the winning
run in the top of the seventh.
Lion pitcher Emily Vieni, backed
up by a strong defense that executed
three double plays, gave Westfield
very few opportunities, yielding seven
hits, although two came in the bottom
of the seventh but she managed to
strand the tying run on third. Gelmetti
allowed only three hits, sat down six
batters and walked one.
“We certainly did not get a break.
We hit the ball hard a number of
times and they were able to make the
great plays on line drives and double
us off,” said Blue Devil Head Coach
Tara Pignoli. “Ironically this week
we worked on being really aggressive on the bases, trying to read a
base hit early and breaking out so
they can score from two. They listened and they did what I asked them
to do at second. However before we
make a lot of excuses, we did not
play our best game. We made three
errors and we did not pitch well
when we needed to. Unfortunately, I
certainly think we’re a team that
should have come out on top. You
must give credit to Roselle Catholic.
They played a great game. They did
what they needed to do to win and
they really wanted this game. That
was very clear to me.”
The Lions scored a run in the third
when leadoff hitter Jackie Mortha
reached second on an infield miscue
and scored on a two out single to right
by Meghan Wischusen. In the fifth,
the Blue Devils came alive. Jillian
Olsen chopped a single to center and
Diana Dunnan beat out a bunt single
to third but Lions shortstop Wischusen
snagged Anna McGrath’s line drive,
flipped to second baseman Moretti
who made the tag for their second
double play of the game. Jess
Muskowitz then stepped to the dish
and powered a double over the right
fielder’s head, scoring Olsen.
“We came out with the right mentality by being aggressive on the bases.
Normally, we would think that it
would pay off but today it did not
work out in our favor,” said Ana
McGrath. “I believe heading into the
states, we have every chance to win it.
We come in with our heads up, put
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this game behind us and move on.”
After Moretti singled to center and
scored on Murphy’s double, the Blue
Devils threatened. With one out, Olsen
looped a bloop single to center.
Dunnan followed with a single to
right. Lion centerfielder Mary
Busichio, however, snagged two fly
balls to slam the door.
After the game, Gelmetti commented, “As a senior it’s hard to believe that I let up and gave up that hit

that I shouldn’t have and that’s really
what costs us.”
“For the most part we were very
aggressive today, however, we needed
to find that one big hit and we didn’t
find it,” said Dunnan. “We play for
those tight games in the seventh inning with 2-1 games and that is the
experience you want to take with you
into the states and sectionals.”
Roselle Catholic
Westfield

001 000 1
000 010 0

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HOME, SWEET HOME…Blue Devil junior catcher Jillian Olsen glides in safely
and scored off an RBI double by leftfielder Jess Muskowitz. Westfield lost 2-1
when Roselle Catholic scored a run in the top of the seventh in the Union County
Tournament quarterfinals.

Open House: Sun 5/15 1-5 PM

$675,500

Very lovely turn of the Century Colonial set on a tree-lined avenue. Maple floors and architectural detailing throughout lend character and a stone fireplace warms the large living room. The custom plate rail lines the formal dining
room off the renovated eat-in kitchen with shaker style cabinetry, stainless professional cooktop & granite countertop.
The front & back staircases lead to the second floor with 4 bedrooms including a master bedroom and bath, redone.
The main bath was completely renovated in 2001. A third floor attic and large basement are ready to be finished.
DIR: Dudley to Highland to Mountain # 405 (Park on Highland) (052000293)

Pristine Split with entertainment size living room, formal dining room, eat-in kitchen, Florida room, central
air. Two 1/2 updated baths plus family room. New roof, siding and carpeting. Lovely landscaped lot.
Close to schools, town, parks and NYC train. DIR: Brookside Pl. to Brown Terr. #12 (052000815)

Horse Property!
Price Available Upon Request
Unique opportunity to own this remarkable circa 1850 Victorian Farmhouse which boasts 2.35 acres
with 2 separate barns and inground pool. Home includes 4+ bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, spectacular
updated kitchen with breakfast bar, beautiful hardwood floors. Great opportunity for builder or someone looking for a very special place to call home! (052000172)

WESTFIELD

SCOTCH PLAINS

2
1

Open House: Sun 5/15 1-5 PM

$499,000

Updated 3 bedroom, 1 1/2 bath Colonial with inviting front porch and beautiful details throughout.
Living room w/fireplace, formal dining room w/built-ins, kitchen w/breakfast room overlooking deck and
fenced yard. New & refinished hardwood floors, new furnace, finished room in basement, plenty of
storage in walk up attic. DIR: Central Ave to Sycamore left on Columbus Ave #1016 (052000275)
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WHITTEMORE GOES 2-FOR-4, OLIVETO GETS 2 RBI

Pioneers Jump Early, Reject
U. C. Viking Baseballers, 6-4
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Jumping quickly to a 5-0 lead after
two innings, the New Providence High
School baseball team withstood
Union Catholic’s attempt at a breakout
inning and held on for a 6-4 victory in
Scotch Plains on May 5. The 10-5
Pioneers, who had seven of their hits
in those two innings, out-hit the Vikings 11-4.
Catcher Chris Whittemore supplied
half of the 7-5 Vikings’ hits and contributed an RBI. Leadoff batter Matt
Oliveto rapped a two-run single and
scored once while freshman shortstop Tony LaRocca doubled and
scored once.
Pioneer catcher Corey Cattano went
3-for-4 with two RBI and two runs
scored. Chris Savarese had an RBI

double and an RBI single and scored
once. Chris Tafel poked two singles
and had two RBI and Tom Pavano
had two singles with a run scored.
After his shaky start, Viking starting pitcher Dave Klimowicz (1 hit
batter, 2 strikeouts) settled down in
the middle innings before being relieved late in the fifth by Anthony
Marsal who held the Pioneers scoreless the remainder of the way, yielding just one hit and a walk while
recording two strikeouts.
“We went through a lot of pitching
in the two days against Dayton (Union
County Tournament game that had to
be replayed) so that was one of our
concerns but I thought our pitchers did
a really nice job of throwing strikes.
New Providence got two key hits with
two outs and two strikes in the first two

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

IN ACTION DEFENSIVELY AND OFFENSIVELY…Viking second baseman
Christian Cortizu, top, gets the force out on Pioneer Joe Mellusi. Viking Rob
Downer, bottom, fouls one off against Pioneer pitcher Chris Savarese.

innings to go up 5-0,” said Viking
Head Coach Jim Reagan, Jr.
With the exception of one inning,
Pioneer pitcher Chris Savarese, who
walked four and allowed four hits, had
the Viking batters wobbling off-balance in the batter’s box. Mixing his
fast balls very well with off-speed and
curve balls, he forced many impatient
Vikings to lunge for bad pitches, which
resulted in 12 strikeouts.
“We had to do a better job of sitting
back, putting the ball in play and
hitting to the opposite field, and we
didn’t do that,” said Reagan. “Our
inexperience definitely showed, but
we will be back.”
At shortstop, LaRocca displayed
some nice flare with a fine grab deep
behind second base, followed by a
slick flick to second baseman Christian Cortizu to get the force out.
“He started a little bit at third. This
is his first start at shortstop. He did a
nice job. He’s got a lot of potential.
He hit the ball today, got a double,”
Reagan said of LaRocca.
In the fifth inning, Klimowicz made
a diving scoop of a grounder down
the third base line, wheeled around
and tossed to first to get the out.
The Pioneers scored three runs on
four hits in the first inning but were
facing a two-out situation with Scott
Savarese on first before the action
started. Catching the Vikings on their
heels somewhat, Cattano chopped an
infield single, Chris Savarese yanked
an RBI single to left and Tafel followed with a two-run single to left.
In the second inning, with runners on
first and second, Scott Savarese laid
down a bunt single to load the bases.
Cattano lined a two-run single to left,
giving the Pioneers their 5-0 lead.
The Vikings’ big inning began with
a benign walk to Danny Cowan.
LaRocca reached first safely on an
error then both runners advanced on a
passed ball. Oliveto answered with
his two-run single and scooted to
second on a throw to home. After the
Pioneer
shortstop
flubbed
Whittemore’s ground ball, Oliveto
rounded third and scored to tighten
the score to 5-3.
The Pioneers added a run in the
fifth when Chris Savarese drilled his
RBI double to center. The Vikings
scored their final run in the bottom of
the seventh when Whittemore hopped
an RBI single over second to bring
home Mike Honeymar.
New Providence
Union Catholic
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GOING FOR THE WIN IN THE DMR…Blue Devil Meg Driscoll begins the 400 leg of the distance medley relay after
receiving the baton from Emily MacNeil who ran the 1200 leg. The Blue Devils won the event.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raider Girls Capture
Union County Track Relay Championship
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

after the event. “We are not going to
have our regular 4x800 runners because we are looking to win the team
title,”
With reference to the 4x800,
Carpenter’s strategy worked when
Ayn Wisler, Stephanie Cortinhal,
Catherine Cognetti and Meg Driscoll
combined to win the event with a time
of 10:03.9.
“We are happy. We had two freshmen, a sophomore and a junior. We
knew they could get the job done,”
said Carpenter.
The Blue Devils finished second in

the SMR with a time of 4:14.9, third in
the 4x1600 with a time of 23:01 and fifth
in the javelin with a distance of 238-4.
Union Catholic Vikings Allison
Whitefleet (2:35.6), Bree Kelly
(2:47.5), Olena Lyaschenko (2:33.3)
and freshman Samantha Peters
(2:26.2) finished third in the 4x800
with a time of 10:22.5. Ashley
Broderick, Aerielle Belk, Lesley
Hendricks and Jen Seniszyn took third
in the 4x100 at 51.5. Seniszyn, Belk,
Alisa Harris and Hendricks also
placed third in the 4x200.
The Vikings also placed fourth in the
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“Your Jersey Shore Connection”
Spring Lake-Sea Girt
Manasquan-Belmar
Susan Linky
732-614-7079

Diane Turton, Realtors

Doris Baril
732-995-3088

732-449-4441
1216 Third Ave., Spring Lake, NJ 07762

EXCEPTIONAL HOME IN PREMIER NEIGHBORHOOD
Nestled in a setting that exudes tranquility, this embracing center hall Colonial is
situated on one of Westfield’s most desirable streets. A mixture of grace and
charm, this exceptional residence keeps company among the finest homes
bordering Echo Lake Country Club. Just steps from the walking path onto the golf
course and situated in a quiet Wychwood neighborhood, this fine home combines
traditional architecture with today’s modern amenities. The exceptional quality of
this charming home is evident at first glance. It is a turn-key jewel awaiting a most
Newly Listed for $1,395,000.
discerning buyer.

COLDWELL BANKER
RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 233-5555

Susan M. Checchio
Direct Line: 908.301.2014
SueChecchio@coldwellbanker.com
www.WestfieldNJRealtor.com

Kimberley A. Haley
Direct Line: 908.301.2004
KimHaley@coldwellbanker.com
www.KimHaley.com

TAILED BY ANOTHER COUGAR…Blue Devil Jen Danielsson tries to stay
ahead of a Cranford Cougar in her leg of the 4x1600.

4x400 at 4:14.5 and the high jump with
a height of 14-0 and sixth in the long
jump at 42-7.5 and 4x1600 at 24:50.5.
TOP 10 GIRLS TEAM TOTALS:
1. Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SPF) 86, 2.
Rahway (R) 52, 3. Summit (S) 42, 4.
Roselle (Ro) 40, 5. Plainfield (P) 39, 6.
Westfield (W), Cranford (C) 36, 8. Union
(U) 34, 9. Union Catholic (UC) 28, 10.
Johnson (J) 27
FIRST PLACE GROUPS:
4X100: R (Jasmine Rose, Andrea Butler, India Walker, La’Shonda Carter) 49.9
4X200: R (Butler, Kristyne Dejesus,
Walker, Carter) 1:44.8
4X400: R (Rose, Carter, Walker, Butler)
4:02.4
4X800: W (Wisler, Cortinhal, Cognetti,
Driscoll) 10:03.9
4X1,600: C (Hannah Van Why, Jen
Hanke, Kristen Ford, Laura Gallo)
22:26.9
Sprint Medley: P (Tyher’Rah Thomas,
Courtney Breauxsaus, Letecia Taylor,
Jahlisa Smith) 4:12.8
Distance Medley: W (MacNeil, Driscoll,
Becker-Cohen, Onishi) 12:39.7
Shuttle Hurdles: U (Ashley Battle,
Katelyn Reiter, Nicole Bryant, Tolu
Oyetunde) 1:05.7
Intermediate Hurdles: P (Taylor, Ashley
Adams, Smith) 3:28
High Jump: R (Carter, Krystle White,
Rose) 14-8
Long Jump: U (Norma Cherilus, Ody
Ndu, Oyentunde) 46-0.25
Triple Jump:SPF (Celius, Regg) 64-10.25
Shot Put: J (Stephanie Teixeira, Nikki
Frodely, Lynne Kovolisky) 97-1.25
Discus: Ro (Temi Oyebla, Samantha
Showers, Taiwo Oyebla) 267-10.5
Javelin: Ro (Jaliza Barnes, Femi
Ayelola) 256-1
Pole Vault: SPF (Zaleski, Rossi) 17-0
meet record; former record 15-0 by New
Providence in 2004
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Blue Devil Baseballers Drill
Minutemen, 14-1, in UCT
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ANOTHER MR. VERSATILITY…Sean Smith cleared 6-2 as the Raider trio of
Smith, Kyle Rowbotham and Iceberg Bryant took first in the high jump.

TYING A MEET RECORD…Mike Woods clears 14 feet to seal the Blue Devils’
victory in the pole vault and to tie the meet record.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raider Track & Field Boys Finish Second
In Union County Relays, Westfield Blue Devils Get Sixth
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Pennella broke 60 for the first time
ever. He is an exceptional athlete and
we will be looking for more ways to
utilize his talent,” said Raider Coach
Jeff Koegel.
Smith (6-2), Iceberg Bryant (5-8)
and Rowbotham (5-6) cleared a 17-6
total to win the team high jump.
“Having Iceberg back from his broken foot has made us a much better
team in the jumps,” commented
Koegel.
Raiders Teddy Acosta, John Badala
and Mike Alleman placed second in
the shot put with a distance of 130-6.
Caleb Zimmerman, Mike Miller,
Adam Biner and Josh Zinman finished third in the 4x1600 at 19:35.1.
Miller, Rob Ventura, Biner and
Zinman took fourth in the distance
medley relay (DMR) at 11:13.5.
Pennella and Max Carow finished
third in the pole vault at 22-6.
Rowbotham, Bryant and Burney-Porter placed fourth in the long jump at
56-4.5.
Mike Woods with a clearance of 14
feet and Mike Gorski at 13 feet tied
their meet record of 27 feet in the pole
vault to give the Blue Devils their
only win.
Rob Broadbent (3:15.2), John
Aleksandravicius (53.3), John
Gagliano (2:04.6) and Jeff Perrella
(4:27.7) finished second to a strong
Cranford team in the DMR with a
time of 10:41.1. Perrella recently
placed third in the 3,200 meters at the
Penn Relays, topping his previous
best by more than 20 seconds.

“I didn’t know how well I was
going to finish. I just knew that if I ran
hard, hopefully things would fall into
place,” said Perrella of his fete at the
Penn Relays.
With reference to the DMR, Perrella
said, “The whole team ran excellent.
They all put it out there today.”
Evan Friedman (4:47.7), Kris
Kagan (4:47.1), John Meredith
(4:51.9) and Raymond Chen (5:01.1)
came in second in the 4x1600 with a
time of 19:27.7. Jay Hoban (2:05.5),
Eric Williams (2:06.6), Ameer Rogers

(2:07.5) and Perrella (2:04.2) finished
third in the 4x800 with a time of
8:23.7. Brian Burdulia (24.1), Evan
Falk (24.5), Scott Steinberg (54.9)
and Eric Scrudato (2:08.9) finished
fifth in the SMR at 3:52.2.
Union Catholic Vikings Mike
Sprague (3:30.2), Brandon Brown
(54.56), Jon Pais (2:06.2) and Brian
Guterl (4:35.15) placed third in the
DMR at 11:06.9. Garret Ellis (51.53),
Nick Morrisey (53.5), Jenner Cole
(53.13) and Jon Cardadeiro (51.56)
took third in the 4x400 at 3:30.5. The

Viking boys also took fifth in the
4x1600 at 19:58.2 and sixth in the
4x100 at 44.8. Ellis, a freshman, turned
in a fine 200-meter time of 22.19.
TOP 11 BOYS TEAM TOTALS:
1. Union 69 (U), 2. Scotch PlainsFanwood (SPF) 64, 3. Rahway (R) 60, 4.
Plainfield (P) 47, 5. Cranford (C) 44, 6.
Westfield (W) 34, 7. Summit (S) 30, 8.
Elizabeth (E) 27, 9. Johnson (J) 27, 10.
Linden (L) 18, 11. Union Catholic (UC) 15
FIRST PLACE GROUPS:
4X100: S (Justin Matlock-Styler, Troy
Cromwell, Pedro Freire, Daryl Toney) 43.6
4X200: U (Paul Harper, Latif Brewer,
Adonijah Ashley, Matt Walker) 1:30.2
4X400: R (Theiston Dagene, Jerome
Hill, Watson Estelan, Paul Jones-Burden) 3:29.1
4X800: C (Ryan McMahon, Kevin Brown,
Brian Mahoney, Kevin Mahoney) 8:10.3
4X1,600: C (Josh Hanke, Joe McKenney,
Brian Mahoney, Nate Thompson)
18:45.1
Sprint Medley: R (Hills, Doreace
Santiago, Jones-Burden, Estelan)
3:34.8
Distance Medley: C (McKenney,
McMahon, Thompson, Brown) 10:34.4
Shuttle Hurdles: U (Chris Haley, Brett
Axelrod, Dan Gibson, Dave Lewis)
1:01.9
Intermediate Hurdles: SPF (Pennella,
Robotham, Smith) 2:54.7
High Jump: SPF (Robotham, Bryant,
Smith) 17-6
Long Jump: P (Doug McCormick, James
Felton, Reggie Dixon) 61-5.5
Triple Jump:SPF (Burney-Porter,
Rowbotham) 83-9
Shot Put: R Andre Neblett, Darnell Butler, Leonard Bunion) 132-2.5
Discus: R (Neblett, Butler, Bunion)
350-2.5
Javelin: J (Ray Dobroski, Mark Washington, Tom Tavalaro) 436-7
Pole Vault: W (Woods, Gorski) 27-0 Tied
meet record of Westfield in 2004

his inside-the-park blast. Tom
Ricciuti took one for the team and
scored on Mike Diaz’s double up the
right-centerfield gap.
Westfield tallied two more runs in
the third. Brandon Cuba and Chris Hild
got hit-by-pitches and scored when Jay
Anderson drilled a two-out double that
ricochet off the back of the right field
fence to extend the lead to 5-0.
“We wanted to show them what we
were really made up of,” said Anderson, who made several fine fielding
plays at third base. “We had a lot of
situations where we capitalized. It
was a great day for the defense
whereby we did not make any mistakes and were solid around Billy.”
Elizabeth got its only run in the
fifth on an RBI double by Geo
Bermudez.
“Billy had his good stuff and kept
them off-balance, stayed on hitters
and struck people out,” said Murray.
“I wanted to get ahead with the
fastball and get a first-pitch strike,”
explained Hearon. “Once I had that,
I mixed in the curve and the changeup and that really kept them offbalance. I was able to get the nice
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plays from my fielders and shut them
out till the end.”
The Blue Devils sent 13 men to the
plate in the fourth and nine of them
scored. Hearon and Murray singled,
Ricciuti got hit-by-a-pitch to load
them up and Alex Zierler connected
with a two-RBI line drive. Next, Cuba
whiffed but reached safely on a passed
ball. Hild and Kim followed with
RBI singles. Hearon stepped to the
plate for the second time and delivered a two-run heater to right and
Murray powered a RBI triple.
“Everyone had huge hits today
however our two biggest hits were
delivered by Anderson and first
baseman Alex Zierler, said Murray.”
“You just concentrate that much
more in big games like today and we
wanted to make every play for Billy,”
added second baseman Diaz. “We
really didn’t have any jams today and
made all the plays. Offensively, we
wanted to get on them real quick. We
got runners on base and looked to put
the ball in play. He threw fast balls
outside and we took them that way.”
Elizabeth
Westfield

000 01
302 9x

1
14

Weichert

Weic he r t

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TOUGH PITCHER, TOUGH PUNCH…Blue Devil pitcher Billy Hearon, left,
yielded five hits and sat down four in 58 pitches and catcher Mike Murray powered
an in-the-park homer, tripled, scored two runs and had two RBI against Elizabeth.
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CONSTANTLY IMPROVING…Blue Devil Jeff Perrella runs the 1600 leg of the
DMR in the UC Relays. Perrella, a junior, recently placed third in the 3200 meters
at the Penn Relays.

Custom Condominium

WESTFIELD . . . This refined custom condominium residence was converted
from the historic Trinity Church Rectory & School in the 1980’s. The
unsurpassed setting offers a sparkling southwest exposure affording a
resplendent view. The elegant elongated French window doors with
viewing balcony overlook the private inner courtyard with professionally
manicured gardens. Set on a tranquil tree-lined street just a moment
from downtown shops & train station. $519,000 (052000298)
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ONE “COOL” CUSTOMER…Raider Iceberg Bryant soars in the long jump at
the UC Relays.

weichert.com

Call For
More Information!

COLDWELL BANKER

&

Invite Holly in,
and she’ll bring results!

Holly Cohen
weichert.com
WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777

E X P E R I E N C E , T R U S T, R E L I A B I L I T Y S E RV I C E

Mountainside… If you like comfort, charm and location you’ll
love this sparkling 4 Bedroom, 3 Bath custom home with many
amenities. It is located on a quiet cul-de-sac but convenient to
schools, library and transportation. Offered for $755,000
For additional information or a private tour, please call:

WESTFIELD

$950,000

Wonderful open front porch home on meticulously landscaped lot featuring an Entrance Foyer graced with 3 story open staircase; formal
Living and Dining Rooms separated by French doors; Kitchen w/breakfast bar open to Family Room; 6 bedrooms; 4 ½ baths; and a
fabulous finished basement w/beautiful built in’s. Conveniently located to town, park, schools and NYC transportation. WSF0350

FRANK D. ISOLDI

Patricia Connolly

NJAR Circle of Excellence Award – 2003

Call Direct: (908) 233
-6156
Office: (908) 233-0065

Broker / Sales Associate

#1 Agent - Westfield Office 2004
NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1993-2004
Platinum Level: 2003, 2004
Direct Dial: 908-301-2038

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

©2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT, Inc.

WESTFIELD OFFICE • 209 CENTRAL AVENUE • (908) 233-5555

600 North Avenue West

Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 233-0065

Owned and operated by NRT Incorporated
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Shackamaxon Pro Discusses
Hitting From Uneven Lies
By MICHAEL KIERNER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Hitting shots from a range matt is
somewhat easy but there is not one
perfectly level golf course. Most golf
shots that you will face will be on an
uneven lie. Some will be severe
enough that you will have to change
your approach to the shot.
The type of uneven lies that will
affect your shot the most are side hill
lies. There are two types of side hill
lies. The first is when the ball is above
your feet. In this type of lie, the ground
is sloping towards you and the ball
will have a tendency to curve to the
left. You are going to need to aim
slightly to the right to compensate for
this type of shot.
The second type of uneven lie that
you will come across is when the ball
is below your feet. In this type of lie
the ground is sloping away from you
and the ball will have a tendency to
curve to the right. You are going to
need to aim slightly to the left to
compensate for this type of shot. Remember, the ball is going to curve the
way the ground is sloping.
Another helpful hint when you are
approaching an uneven lie is to take
practice swings to see where you are
striking the ground in response to an
unorthodox lie. When you find that

See it all on the Web!

www.goleader.com

Union County Senior 50+
Softball League Results:

spot, place the ball in that position
because you will make better contact.
Michael Kierner is the Head Teaching Professional at Shackamaxon Golf
& Country Club. For more information about lessons, please call (908)
233-3989.

50+ DIVISION 1:
TEAM
Antone’s Pub & Grill
D&K Associates
Linwood Inn
Lombardi/Greenkeepers

Weichert

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

YOU GOTTA SEE IT TO BELIEVE IT…Signature Moments, located at 241
North Avenue West, is one of the top memorabilia stores in the country features
items from sports, Hollywood and history. Stop in to see autographs by Derek
Jeter, Mickey Mantle, Mohammad Ali, Péle, Bruce Springsteen and even Winston
Churchill.

F-SP ‘Y’ Gymnasts Wrap Up
Regular Season Competition
Competing against the Montclair
and South Mountain YMCA gymnastics teams on April 16, the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA “C”
Division gymnasts delivered strong
performances in their final regularseason meet.
In the nine-and-under age group,
Kacie Bumiller captured the allaround title, placing first on vault and
second on uneven bars, balance beam
and floor exercise. Lauren Lockfeld
placed second in the all-around, finishing first on bars, second on vault
and third on floor. Marissa DiBella
earned first place on floor, while Zoe
Stein placed third on both vault and
beam. Jenna Gouldey also performed
well throughout the competition.
For the 10-year-olds, Kaitlyn Frey
took first all-around, first on bars and
floor, second on beam and third on
vault. Katie Buchbinder captured second in the all-around, placing first on
vault and beam, second on bars and
third on floor. Leya Quinones took
third on both bars and beam.
In the 11+ age group, Alexa Uvino
captured first place not only in the allaround, but also on all four individual
events. Tori Berman took second in
the all-around, earning second on
vault and bars, as well as fourth place
on beam and floor. Lisa Matrale
earned fourth all-around honors, fin-

ishing second on beam, third on both
vault and floor and fourth on bars.
Taylor Robustelli placed second on
floor and fourth on vault and beam.
Tori Ingato took fourth on beam and
the sixth on vault.
The team is looking forward to competing in the New Jersey State Championships on May 21 at the Madison
Area YMCA. For further information
regarding the gymnastics program,
please call (908) 889-8880.

Weichert

WF PAL Introduces
Youth Rugby League
The Westfield PAL, along with the
Union County Rugby Club, will be
sponsoring a youth, coed flag rugby
league for boys and girls ages five to
13 this summer (June 21 to July 30).
Practices will be held Tuesday and
Thursday evenings at Edison Intermediate School and games will be on
Saturday mornings.
The program teaches basic skills,
game rules and team play, in a fun and
enjoyable atmosphere. All participants play and are involved on an
equal basis. Parents wishing to volunteer to help with the practices or
running home events are welcome.
To sign up or for more information,
visit www.mudturtlerugby.com. Sign
up deadline is June 7.
®

Niki Fry
512 Sherwood Parkway, Westfield

• Top Lister & Top Producer, Month of April
• Westfield area Specialist
• Residential . . . Including Condos and Townhouses
• Buying, Selling or Rental

It will be love at first sight with this neutrally decorated, completely
renovated 3 Bedroom, 1 1/2 bath Colonial. Warm yourself in front
of the inviting fireplace, and find a welcome retreat in the serenely
finished basement! Feast your eyes on the gorgeous tile countertops,
tumbled marble backsplash, and top-of-the-line stainless steel
appliances. The baths have been completely redone, with the main
bath complimented by a whirlpool tub, and the half bath adorned
with “designer” tile.
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Niki Fry
of the Weichert Westfield Office
Put her neighborhood knowledge and professional
expertise to work for you.
Invite Niki Fry in, and she’ll bring results!

GINA SURIANO-BARBER
Sales Associate
DIRECT LINE: 908-301-2012
www.GinaSellsNJHomes.com
©2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT, Inc.

908-233-5555

Westfield Office / 908-654-7777
185 Elm St., Westfield, NJ 07090

TEAM
Creative Industries
Legg Mason
Il Giardino Ristorante
L.A. Law
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Antone’s 11, Lombardi &
Greenkeepers 10
L&G (formerly Comcast), scored
four runs in the top of the seventh to
take a 10-8 lead, but Antone’s came
back with three runs. Joe Tarulli had
the game-winning hit. Dave Ball and
Steve Fatula had four hits apiece for the
winners. Keith Gibbons and Tony Williams hit homers for L&G. Larry Berra,
Steve Ferro and John Mc Laughlin had
two hits apiece.
D&K Associates 21, Linwood Inn 3
D&K got four hits apiece from Al
Feigenbaum (2 Hrs) and Phil Spinelli.
Cliff De Anna and Gerard McDermott
contributed three hits apiece.
The Office 18, Crest Refrigeration 1
Ken Dunbar pitched an eight-hitter
for the victory. Dennis Kosowicz and
Bob Matten belted homers and Bob
Segear finished with three hits.
Marion & Jacobson Roofing 17,
Northwestern Mutual 14 (6 innings
darkness)
Steve Falco and Pete Osborn led
Northwestern with three hits apiece.
Rich Polonitza had two hits, including
a homerun. Tony Abbaleo, Bob
Bierman, Rich Grossberg, George
Gonzalez and Tom Murray all had
multiple hits.
Awnings Galore 8, Union Center
National Bank 5
In a well-played game, with plenty
of defensive highlights, Dan D’Arcy
(2-doubles), Roger Grutzmaher, Dennis King, Steve Lemanowicz and Joe
Mitarotonda each had two hits for the
Bankers.
D&K Associates 9, Lombardi &
Greenkeepers 6
D&K exploded for five runs in the
sixth. Cliff De Anna and pitcher Tony
Falzone led D&K with three hits apiece.
Brian Hill, Brian Mc Dermott, Joe
Salerno and Phil Spinelli each contributed two hits. L&G got three hits from
Angelo Corbo, a double and homerun
from Keith Gibbons and a single and

double from John McLaughlin.
Antone’s Pub & Grill 11, Linwood
Inn 4
Antone’s blasted 17 hits, including
three from Don Montefusco. Dave Ball,
Ron Kulick, Don Pencinger and Joe
Viso each contributed two hits.
The Office 18, Union Center Nat.
Bank 13
The Office exploded for seven runs
in the third, highlighted by run-producing triples from Jerry Permoulie
and Ernie Spinelli. Lou Koehler cracked
three hits. Jim D’ Arcy rapped four hits
while Charles Grier and Roger
Grutzmaher had three hits each for the
Bankers.
Northwestern Mutual 22, Crest Refrigeration 7
Lee Haliniewski, John Malone, Ed
Mc Colgan and Jim Price powered the
winners with three hits apiece, and Bob
Bierman homered.
Marion & Jacobson Roofing 13,
Awnings Galore 10

SP’s Kevin Ryan Earns
Basketball Honors
GROTON, MA – Kevin Ryan, a senior from Scotch Plains, earned honorable mention from the Independent
School League (ISL) for his performance on Lawrence Academy’s varsity
basketball team during the past winter
season.
A student speaker at the awards ceremony, Kevin spoke of having to “learn
a real sense of responsibility,” knowing that “if we didn’t give it our all, we
would be letting a lot of people down,
besides ourselves.”
Kevin led the league in assists at just
under six per game and was among the
top three ISL players in steals. He also
received honorable mention last year
when his team made it to the finals of
the NEPSAC Class C championships.
Kevin, who also plays varsity golf for
Lawrence Academy, is the son of Karen
and Kevin Ryan.

Kevin Ryan

Feller Leads SP-F Orioles
To, 7-5, Win Over A’s

If you are interested in a complementary
market analysis or just in knowing market
trends or prices, please contact me.

Enjoy warm summer nights on the spacious deck overlooking the
private yard. Just unpack your bags - the gas furnace was installed
in 2002, and the roof and windows in 2004. $514,900

209 CENTRAL AVENUE
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SUPER SENIORS DIVISION:

MEET YOUR WEICHERT, REALTORS NEIGHBORHOOD SPECIALIST

WESTFIELD OFFICE
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50+ DIVISION 2:
TEAM
Marion/Jaconson Roofing
The Office
Awnings Galore
Northwestern Mutual
Crest Refrigeration
Union Center National Bank

SPF U12 Sharks Nip
SPF U14 Rigano, 1-0
The Scotch Plains Blue Sharks U12
Girls intercounty soccer team used a
similar formula of airtight defense,
clutch goalkeeping and opportunistic
offense to win their second straight
game against a U14 Scotch Plains
opponent, edging the Scotch Plains
Rigano 1-0, on May 7.
Emily Cohen’s goal midway
through the second half decided the
tight battle. Until then, each team had
several chances to score with the
Sharks enjoying a small territorial
advantage. Goalie, Melissa McKenna,
once again abetted by the sturdy defense of Lauren Berk, Sarah Lazarus,
Toni Ann Capece and Sarah Weber,
stopped everything as the Sharks were
able to hold on to improve their record
to 2-2-1. Leading the Rigano was
forward Stephanie Baier and
midfielder Caitlin Hoynes-O’Connor.
Other standouts for the Sharks included Amanda Rodriguez, Alyssa
Young, Jessica DiGiacomo, Erin
Brown, Kara Gaynor, Rebecca
DiGiacomo, Jessica Feeley, and Desli
DeMarsico.

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Oriole Freddy Feller drove in
Nowell Whitehouse with the eventual winning run with a ground ball in
the last inning of Scotch PlainsFanwood Youth Baseball Association
action against the A’s.
Whitehouse led off the inning with
a walk, and promptly stole second
and third. After the A’s committed to
retiring Feller at first, Whitehouse
scampered home with the go-ahead
run. Nick Galasso doubled off the
wall in center to drive in Evan
Lubranski with the final run in the 75 triumph.
In the first inning, Galasso smacked
a leadoff home run over the leftfield

wall. Ian Johnston scored the second
run on a ground out by Matt
D’Apuzzo. Down 3-2 in the second,
the Oriole Whitehouse singled hard
to right and Raymond Taylor tapped
an RBI single to tie the score.
In the third, Whitehouse doubled
home D’Apuzzo who had walked but
the A’s came back with a run in the top
of the fourth. With Galasso on base,
Brian Dempsey added an RBI with a
hard base hit to centerfield. The A’s
came right back in the fifth to tie the
game 5-5 on a long triple by Alex
Tannenbaum, driving in Matt Harnett
who had reached on a walk, and setting up the dramatic finish.

Ruth Tate
NJAR Circle of Excellence Award, 1971-2004
Gold Level, 1986-1995, 1997-1999, 2000, 2004

Direct Line: (908) 301-2023
Email: RuthTateHomes@aol.com

GRACIOUS LIVING IN THE GARDENS
Nestled atop a corner property in one of Westfield’s most sought-after
neighborhoods, this home harkens to a gentler, more gracious era yet has
all of the updates we require today. Wonderful original architectural detail
with an easy, elegant flow; six bedrooms, two and one half baths, updated
kitchen and family room. Perfect for family living and gracious entertaining.
Located on a quiet street in the Westfield Gardens yet walking distance of
town, train and Westfield’s top rated schools.
Westfield – This beautiful custom colonial, built in 1976, is still in the hands of the original
owners. It has been lovingly kept in pristine condition. The secluded back yard has a deck
with a roll out awning. The large 22 x 13 Living Room, comfortable family room with
wood/gas fireplace and skylight, central air conditioning, master bedroom suite with full
bath and walk-in closet, and 3 additional bedrooms will meet all the needs of your family.
WESTFIELD OFFICE
209 CENTRAL AVENUE
908-233-5555, EXT 114
©2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT, Inc.

For additional information or a private tour, please call:

Maryalice Ryan
Sales Associate
NJAR Circle of Excellence - 2004 - Bronze Award
Recipient of the 2004 Burgdorff Rising Star Award
Burgdorff President’s Club
Direct Dial: (908) 233-4693

Westfield Office • 600 North Avenue W. • 908-233-0065

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION
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GOP Governor Candidates Discuss
State Overspending, Corruption
By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE —At a meeting organized by the Mountainside
Republican Club, gubernatorial candidates Bret Schundler and Doug
Forrester gathered last Wednesday
night to meet residents and discuss
their ideas to reform New Jersey. Tax
reform and corruption were two key
issues echoed by both candidates.
“You care enough about New Jersey to be active and I applaud that,”
Mr. Schundler told the crowd of
mostly senior citizens. He continued
by saying he feels that corruption and
over spending are the key issues that
have lead the state to near bankruptcy.
Mr. Schundler cited property tax
reform, as one issue he feels should
be foremost on the state’s agenda.
“What we need to do as a party is fight
to pass reforms now — before Election Day,” he said.
His platform is geared towards taking the tax burden off the homeowner
by limiting spending and imposing
budget caps.
Senior citizens on fixed incomes have
been feeling the squeeze and are being
forced out of neighborhoods they raised
their children in due to the rising costs
of property taxes. “We understand you
want more money coming back to your
community,” he said.
Mr. Schundler noted that there was
a 20 percent increase in state spending last year. He asked those in attendance if there was anyone who had

noticed an increase of state services.
“Come on, don’t be bashful,” he
chided when no one motioned that
they had.
According to his campaign literature, his permanent property tax reduction amendment would have limited the increase to 4 percent. It also
would have forced the state to send a
share of the savings to local public
schools and municipal government
to lower taxes.
Mr. Schundler suggested, “Demand
that those that are asking for your
vote do what you want first.” He
stated that campaign promises often
fall short once candidates are elected
and said residents should not take
“no” for an answer. He said he feels
candidates should “make the message simple and focused.”
He warned voters not to be swayed
by negative campaign ads that United
States Senator and likely Democratic
Gubernatorial candidate Jon Corzine
and his endless supply of funding
will soon be running on local television stations. He joked that most
people won’t believe them anyway
because they think, “all politicians
are liars” but suggested that voters
stay focused on the issues. “We are
going to fight for your fair share of
funding. The message is simple —
stand up for Mountainside, don’t take
no for an answer,” Mr. Schundler
concluded.
“I want to share with you the excitement that is building,” Mr.

Governor Codey Signs
Pedestrian Safety Bill
AREA — Acting Governor Codey
signed Assembly Bill 2605 into law
on May 4. This bill increases penalties for failing to yield at crosswalks
by $50; and dedicates the extra money
to the Department of Law and Public
Safety’s pedestrian safety program.
Assemblywoman Linda Stender
(D-22, Fanwood) and Assemblyman
Bramnick, original sponsors of the
bill, called this a victory for pedestrians across the state. Assemblyman
Bramnick worked in partnership with
Democrats to get this bi-partisan piece
of legislation passed.
Assemblyman Bramnick said the
origin of this legislation stemmed
from two tragic deaths that occurred
in his hometown of Westfield in the
span of just one week.
New Jersey is second in the nation
for pedestrian related fatalities, with
about one-fifth of fatal vehicle accidents killing pedestrians. Union
County, which is part of Assemblyman Bramnick’s district, had the highest death rate from pedestrian accidents in the state.
The increase in the fee will be
used to finance special projects aimed
at increasing pedestrian safety. The
projects include more shoulder room
on busy roads, sidewalks on both
sides of streets in rural areas and

changes to slow traffic in cities and
suburbs. The non-partisan arm of
the legislature, the Office of Legislative Services, has determined that
this increased fee will raise an average of $44,000 per year for pedestrian safety.
This is one of two pedestrian safety
related bills Assemblyman Bramnick
has sponsored. The other bill is A619, which would require motorists
to stop for pedestrians in, or waiting
to enter crosswalks.
Under current law, motorists must
only yield to pedestrians already
crossing the street. This bill overwhelmingly passed the General Assembly by a vote of 75-2-0 and is
currently in the Senate Transportation Committee awaiting review.
Assemblyman Bramnick and Assembly Speaker Albio Sires (D-33,
West New York) addressed the ABC
Program at Kean University.
The concept of the ABC program,
created by Assemblyman Bramnick,
teaches interpersonal skills to high
school students on a college campus.
The program arose out of the civility
resolution that the Assemblyman introduced in the State Assembly.
The program has reached more than
500 students to date, according Assemblyman Bramnick’s office.

Forrester began when the time came
for him to address the audience. “I
think New Jersey is a place we can be
proud of if our government reflects
who we are.”
He stated that he feels there are
three major issues that have spiraled
out of control in New Jersey. They
are: property taxes, state spending
and corruption. He feels there is a
correlation between high taxes and
corruption.
“They didn’t come together in some
cosmic connection,” he said referring
to the fact that the higher the level of
corruption, the higher the level of
property taxes.
“New Jersey is bankrupt and corrupt and we are staggering under the
crushing weight. It has reached and
emergency level,” Mr. Forrester said.
He explained that his “30 in 3 Guarantee” is a property tax relief plan
that will be phased in over three years.
A 10 percent cut will be seen the first
year, 20 percent the second and a 30
percent reduction will be felt the third
year of implementation. He claims
this permanent plan is state Constitutionally guaranteed.
“We can do this. It is very specific
and very simple,” he said.
He introduced a feature of the plan
that had not been introduced before
stating, “We are linking the decision
making process with the state government to the local government.”
According to his plan, if state government puts a mandate on local government, then the state will have to
“pony up 30 percent” in funding for
programs it is requiring from local
government. “It (tax reform plan) is
simple, direct, efficient, substantial
and it is Constitutionally guaranteed,”
Mr. Forrester said.
Mr. Forrester then turned his attention to what he called “wasteful spending.” He noted the hockey arena being built in Newark as one example.
He also stated that the state school
construction authority has wasted
millions by building schools for more
than double what they should cost.
He said New Jersey receives $20 billion in state aide.
“The amount of money that is
wasted is fundamentally enough to
solve the tax problem,” he said. “Corruption is an abandonment of public
trust. It is a willingness to buy things
that are unnecessary,” Mr. Forrester
commented. “The biggest problem in
New Jersey is dishonesty.”
“The State is bankrupt,” Mr.
Forrester concluded. “Jon Corzine is
not going to change, but I will. I am
running for governor so we can restore financial sanity.”
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that at the
regular meeting of the Township Council
of the Township of Scotch Plains held on
MAY 10, 2005 the 2005 LOCAL MUNICIPAL BUDGET OF THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS was duly passed on
second and final reading.
Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk
1 T - 5/12/05, The Times
Fee: $10.71
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Christopher’s Law Gaining
Support of Freeholder Bd.
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders will vote
tonight, May 12, to endorse state legislation that would upgrade penalties for
unlicensed drivers involved in fatal
accidents to a third degree crime.
“Christopher’s Law” is named after
Christopher Williamson of Cranford, a
12-year-old killed when his bike was
hit by a van on June 14, 2004 that was
driven by an unlicensed driver. The
accident occurred at the intersection of
South Union and Lincoln Avenues.
The boy was killed days before he was
to have graduated from the Hillside
Avenue Middle School.
The legislation, S-2144 and A-3556,
has been sponsored by Senator Tom
Kean, Jr. (R-21, Westfield), Senator
Nicholas Scutari (D-22, Linden), Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-21,
Westfield) and Assemblyman Eric
Munoz (R-21, Summit).
Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski of
Cranford is sponsoring the freeholder
resolution.
The state bills, currently assigned to
the Senate Law, Public Safety and Veterans’ affairs Committee and the Assembly Law and Public Safety Committee, would upgrade fatalities caused
by an unlicensed driver to a third degree crime.
Such crimes are punishable by a jail
sentence of three to five years and/or a
$15,000 fine. The proposed law would
upgrade unlicensed drivers to the same
penalties faced by drivers with a revoked licensed where driver recklessness caused a fatality.
Under current law, unlicensed drivers face a fine of between $200 and
$500, imprisonment of up to 60 days
and a disqualification from obtaining a
license for not less than 180 days.
The driver of the vehicle involved in
Christopher’s death was 40 years old
but never had a driver’s license.
The board will also act tonight to
hire an investigator to follow-up on
auto accident fatalities that occur in the
county.
First Assistant Prosecutor Albert
Cernadas, Jr. told the board that there
are 200 persons a year killed on Union
County highways as a result of traffic
accidents.

The county prosecutor’s office is
responsible for heading investigations
involving all fatalities resulting from
traffic accidents, Mr. Cernadas said.
He said between eight and 15 such
cases are prosecuted by the county
annually. Most of the accidents occur
on highways such as Route 78 and the
Garden State Parkway, the assistant
prosecutor added.
The freeholders are expected to approve a resolution tonight to accept
funding in the amount of $81,174 from
the New Jersey Division of Highway
Traffic Safety to fund a county investigator position to oversee the investigation of traffic fatalities in the county.
The cost of the position does require
county funding.
The board will also vote tonight to
increase funding by $10,000 to $45,000
in litigation entitled Todaro v. County
of Union.
Maria Todaro of Westfield was reportedly awarded $378,000 in January
by a jury. Ms. Todaro sued the county
in 2002, claiming she was unfairly
discriminated against for the position
of superintendent of the county division of weights and measures. The
division is responsible for checking
supermarket scales, gasoline pumps,
store scanners, etc., for accuracy.
Ms. Todaro, a registered Republican, currently serves as assistant superintendent of weights and measures.
She alleged in her suit that the county
hired Michael Florio of Union, the son
of former Democratic Mayor Joseph
Florio, due to his political ties. Union
County government has been under
Democratic majority since 1997.
Frank Capese of Cranford, a

Westfield attorney representing the
county in the matter, declined to comment on the case.
County spokesman John Salerno said
“the case is still ongoing” and, thus, the
county could not comment until the
matter is concluded. He said the increase in funding to the law firm of
Garrubbo & Capece of Westfield is to
pay bills for legal services rendered in
the case.
However, Ms. Todaro’s attorney,
David F. Corrigan of Keyport, said the
matter has been settled although he
said the terms of the agreement are
confidential.
“I am pleased that this matter has
been resolved,” said Mr. Corrigan. He
would not issue further comments on
the case.
The board will also vote to approve
temporary street closings in Berkeley
Heights on Saturday, July 16, for the
Mt. Carmel Society’s annual festival
and fireworks display; in Springfield
for the annual Memorial Day Parade
on Monday, May 30, and for a street
fair in Fanwood on Sunday, June 26.
The board will also vote to issue
contracts to two local companies from
the county. Fert L-Soil Turf Supply,
Inc. of Scotch Plains is set to receive a
12-month, $47,173 contract to supply
ground maintenance chemicals for the
county’s golf and horticulture operations.
Weldon Materials, Inc. of Westfield
will be on the agenda for a 12-month
contract of $358,667 to supply and
deliver various items of bituminous
concrete, additives and membrane
materials for the Division of Public
Works.

OPEN SUNDAY 1:00 - 4:00 PM
515 FIRST STREET

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
NOTICE IS hereby given that at a regular meeting of the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, held on Tuesday, May 10, 2005 the following ordinance
entitled:
AN ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING
CHAPTER XXIII, ZONING, OF
THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS,
1978, RE-ZONING LOT 58.02
IN BLOCK 1001, KNOWN AS
1821 FRONT STREET, FROM
THE “B-1 ZONE” TO THE “B2 ZONE”.
was adopted on second and final reading.
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk
1 T - 5/12/05, The Times
Fee: $20.91

COLDWELL BANKER

This Westfield Colonial has many desirable details, such as hardwood
floors, framed entryways and marvelous windows. The gracious living room, spacious formal dining room and delightful sunroom accompany a wonderful new kitchen with breakfast room. Nice sized
bedrooms and two full baths, one has been updated, complement an
interior that is enhanced by an unbelievable location; close to schools,
transportation, town and shopping. Presented for $529,000. Dir: Rahway Avenue to First Street
For additional information or your private tour call...

Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate
(908) 233-6417, Direct Dial
NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977 - 2004

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, W. · (908) 233-0065

Open Sunday 1:00 - 4:00PM
659 Glen Avenue

Cranford . . . Situated on almost a half acre of park-like
property on a quiet street, this custom built center hall cape
is filled with exquisite details. This stately brick residence
is graced with spacious rooms, generous built-in cabinets,
and plentiful closets. The living and dining rooms feature
deep moldings and the eat-in kitchen and family room provide
ample space to relax. This home is also located within walking
distance to NYC transportation. Truly a “must see” home.

Westfield . . . Single floor living at its best. Located
on a quiet street, this brick front ranch is graced with a
carefree floor plan featuring large rooms. Enjoy a casual
dinner with friends in the new eat-in kitchen with its
own center island. Afterwards you can kick back in
the adjacent family room. The basement with a rec
room, office, and additional bath offers even more space
to play, work, or just hang out.

This home won’t last long, at $619,900.

Don’t wait . . or it may be too late, at $550,000.

Call Faith today at 908-301-2029 for your private appointment,
Or visit my website at www.NJTopHomes.com
For a Virtual Tour and Property Brochure.

Instilled with timeless details, this Westfield Colonial brims
with quiet elegance. Hardwood floors, moldings, built-ins, exquisite window arrangements & archways mingle with modern
luxuries to craft a classic interior. The living room and formal
dining room compose a lovely entertaining venue. The updated
kitchen with breakfast area, screened porch and spacious newer
family room entreat you to relax. A recently remodeled, master
suite with sitting area & full bath is enhanced by a balcony with
pastoral view. Embraced by a sprawling yard with slate patio,
this home portrays an idyllic setting that awaits your arrival.
Presented for $845,000. Dir: North to Edgewood to Glen Ave.
For additional information or your private tour call:

Faith A. Maricic

Beth Sullivan, Sales Associate
908-578-3812, Direct Dial
NJAR Circle of Excellence, Silver Level 2004

908-301-2029 (Direct Line)
Visit my Website at: www.NJTopHomes.com
for Virtual Tours and Property Brochures
© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT, Inc.

Westfield Office

209 Central Avenue

908-233-5555

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065
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Golf Classic Scheduled
To Benefit Homeless
COUNTY – The Seventh Annual
Golf Classic benefiting the Interfaith
Council for the Homeless of Union
County’s work to eradicate
homelessness will take place on Tuesday, May 24.
It will be held at the Fox Hollow
Golf Club, 59 Fox Chase Run in
Somerville.
The golf committee’s goal this year
is to raise $50,000 to support a recently purchased three-family house.
Committee members are seeking
players and individually sponsored
T-holes, and encourage placement of
advertisements in the golf journal.
The Interfaith Council for the
Homeless has been serving homeless
children and families since 1966, providing safe, affordable housing for
disadvantaged people.
Through the Interfaith Hospitality
Network, the organization offers overnight shelter and meals at over 80
churches and synagogues across
Union County on a weekly rotation.
For more information, please call the
Interfaith Council for the Homeless of
Union County at (908) 753-4001.

See it all on the Web!

www.goleader.com

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

King’s Daughters Day School Offers Rewarding Volunteer Experience
By THE JUNIOR LEAGUE OF
ELIZABETH-PLAINFIELD

“The kids are great. They get so
excited and happy when they see you
because they know they will be doing
a special activity in school that day.”
This is the way Jill Dispenza, a
Westfield resident and enthusiastic
volunteer at The King’s Daughters
Day School in Plainfield, describes
her experiences at the school.
A mother with two young children
of her own, Ms. Dispenza recognizes
that the hours she dedicates to the Day
School help to enhance the quality
education and care that The King’s
Daughters Day School provides working families living in and around
Plainfield.
The King’s Daughters Day School
is a treasure in our backyard and offers
so many wonderful volunteer opportunities for the community. The Day
School was launched in 1906 by the
Plainfield City Union of the King’s
Daughters, Inc. The King’s Daughters
had been established in 1886 in New
York City by a circle of 10 women as
a charitable organization with the
avowed purpose of aiding those less
fortunate than they.
Then as now, the mission of the Day
School remains the same: to provide
children of working parents with developmentally appropriate educational

programs in a nurturing environment
in order to build a foundation for becoming responsible, productive members of society.
Approximately 150 children from
low to moderate-income families are
currently enrolled at the Day School.
The Day School has a sliding fee scale,
based on family income and family
size. However, for the quality programs offered by the Day School, the
average family pays just $72 per week
for preschool and $77 per week for
Infant/Toddler programs. Additionally,
with the help of state aid, the school
offers 60 gratis preschool spots for
families living in Plainfield.
In order to keep the costs affordable, the Day School is constantly
looking for and is in need of all types
of volunteers. Anyone who is willing
to commit as few as two hours a week
for at least six months can work as a
classroom aide for the one- to fiveyear-old children. No formal educational training is required, and the Day
School welcomes anyone with a special skill who is willing to share his or
her talents with the children.
A volunteer can bring a guitar and
engage the children in a sing-along, or
use dormant artistic skills and help the
children prepare a craft. More complex skills, such as woodworking or
model building, can be demonstrated

to the older children enrolled in the
after school program. These children
also benefit greatly from anyone willing to serve as a homework tutor.
Don’t have the patience or the time
to dedicate to the classroom? The Day
School needs people to help maintain
its garden, and help with yearly
plantings and the regular trimming
and pruning of vegetation on the
grounds. Further, the Day School
greatly needs volunteers willing to
sort through all of the donated goods,
such as books, that the school receives.
Currently, the Day School is also accepting applications for the four open
slots on its Board of Trustees. The
only qualification is an interest in early
childhood education, but again, no
formal training is required.
Trustees serve as community emissaries and help to support all
fundraising activities of the Day
School. The Board of Trustees meets
one Thursday evening a month.
Clearly, The King’s Daughters Day
School offers a wide variety of volunteer opportunities and welcomes the
contributions of almost everyone in
the community.
“I would recommend volunteering
at the Day School to anyone who has
the time and the inclination – it is a
truly rewarding experience and a wonderful opportunity to help young,

working families,” notes Ms.
Dispenza.
Anyone interested in learning more
about the volunteer opportunities at
The King’s Daughters Day School
can call Gina Sideris at (908) 7567788 or visit the website at
www.kingsdaughtersdayschool.org.
*******
The Junior League of ElizabethPlainfield is an organization of women
committed to promoting volunteerism,
developing the potential of women,
and improving the community through
the effective action and leadership of
trained volunteers. For information
or to join, visit www.jlepnj.org or call
(908) 709-1177.
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
PLANNING BOARD
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the
Planning Board of the Township of Scotch
Plains adopted the Resolution for 223
Katherine Street, LLC, for 215 Elm Court
Block 3905, Lot 21, R-3A Zone for Minor
Subdivision approval of one lot into two
conforming lots.
The file pertaining to this application is in
the Office of the Planning Board and available for public inspection during regular
office hours.
Barbara Horev
Secretary to the Planning Board
1 T - 5/12/05, The Times
Fee: $14.79

www.goleader.com
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
NOTICE is hereby given that at a meeting of the Township Council of the Township of Scotch Plains, held in the Council
Chambers in the Municipal Building of
said Township on Tuesday, May 10, 2005,
there was introduced, read for the first
time, and passed on such first reading, the
following ordinance:
AN ORDINANCE PERMITTING GAMES OF CHANCE ON
SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 4,
2005 IN THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS
PURPOSE: To permit any charitable
organization to conduct games of chance
(raffle) on Sunday, September 4, 2005,
provided steps are taken to secure a license for the holding of such event.
A public hearing for same will be held on
Tuesday, May 24, 2005 at 8:00 p.m. in the
Council Chambers of the Municipal Building, or any time and place to which a
meeting for the further consideration of
such ordinance shall from time to time be
adjourned, and all persons interested will
be given an opportunity to be heard concerning such ordinance.
A copy of same may be obtained from
the office of the Township Clerk, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday by any member of
the general public who wants a copy of
same without cost.
BARBARA RIEPE
Township Clerk
1 T - 5/12/05, The Times
Fee: $33.15

Kimberley A. Haley
Expect More

NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE PLATINUM LEVEL 2004

Paying tribute to a gracious era, this Westfield “Gardens” Center Hall Colonial glows with beautiful architectural details. Orchestrated with heartwarming charm; hardwood floors, embellished
moldings, custom built-ins and sun-catching windows craft an interior of understated elegance. The
living room with fireplace and formal dining room reveal elements of classic style. The sun-lit family
room and kitchen with bayed eating area are enhanced by a lovely enclosed porch. Equally as captivating, the second floor offers a master suite with updated bath & sitting room, three more nicely
sized bedrooms and another updated full bath. A walk-up to the third floor and a lovely backyard
with greenhouse mingle to create an enchanting residence. Presented for $1,195,000.
For additional information or your private tour call:

Sherrie Natko, Sales Associate
908-233-3014, Direct Dial
President’s Club

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065

PRISTINE AND RENOVATED WYCHWOOD COLONIAL
Spectacular nine room Colonial in the heart of Wychwood. New renovations
include a gourmet eat-in Kitchen and adjoining Family Room with built-ins
and a fireplace, the Master Bedroom Suite with vaulted ceiling, walk-in
closets and private bath, finished basement with Recreation Room, first floor
Laundry, Mudroom and Den, four Bedrooms, three fireplaces, surround
sound, three full and two half baths and more!
Offered for $1.65 million

Coldwell Banker
Residential Brokerage

When it comes to her clients,
Realtor Grace Rappa is in the know.
®

908.301.2004 - Direct Line
KimHaley@coldwellbanker.com
www.KimHaley.com

Business 908.233.5555
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090
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Buying or selling your home is serious business. Grace understands.
She provides service that removes the unknowns so you can rest easy throughout your transaction.
NO worries because she really listens to you. Accomplishing your goals is how Grace measures her
success. NO complications because Grace is knowledgeable and thorough. Contracts are sound and
your best interests are always priority ONE. NO excuses because Grace delivers. Her service is
based on performance, not talk. When it comes to being a top real estate professional, Grace doesn’t
kid around. She’s as serious about your home as you are. Call her today for a free professional brochure.

You’ll be glad you did.
The grand two-story entry with its sweeping curved
staircase sets the tone for both formal and informal living.
Designed for entertaining as well as relaxing. Formal
Living and Dining rooms, gourmet kitchen, granite, and
top-of-the-line amenities, open to a dramatic two story
Great Room with a fireplace. Five bedrooms, four and
one half baths. Luxury throughout and sure to surpass
your expectations. $1,395,000

Westfield Office
209 Central Avenue
908-233-5555
®

Direct: 908-301-2019 • Cell: 908-770-4411
email: grace.rappa@coldwellbanker.com
©2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT, Inc.
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Wonderful Westfield Colonial
This pristine 2002 colonial with 4 BR/2.1 BA sits on a quiet cul de sac and boasts
3000 sq. ft. of living space with an open floor plan. A generous foyer welcomes
you into a lovely living room and a dining room with diagonal hardwood floors
throughout the first level. The “State of the Art” kitchen offers Maple cabinets,
granite countertops, and stainless steel appliances and access the spacious family
room with a gas fireplace that is great for everyday living. The sunny Rec room
brags about full sized windows and access to the 2 car garage. A “MUST SEE”!

Offered at $ 725,000.
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090
908-233-5555 Fax:: 908-233-1709

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

See it all on the Web!
See it all in Color!

www.goleader.com
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PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
Notice is hereby given that Westfield
Board of Adjustment adopted Resolutions
at its May 9, 2005 meeting for the following
applications heard at its April 11, 2005
meeting and April 21 & 27, 2005 Special
Meetings:
Temple Emanu-El has filed an
Amended Application to the Zoning Board
of Adjustment for the Town of Westfield
seeking preliminary and final site plan
approval and related variances for the
demolition of an existing dwelling and the
construction of a parking lot and related
improvements for the existing temple. The
properties involved in this application are
located at 750, 752 and 756 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey and are
identified as Block 3501, Lots 9, 10 and 11
on the official tax maps of the Town of
Westfield. The property is located in the
RS-12 zone district. Approved with conditions.
Carmelo Crisafulli, 425 Downer Street,
seeking permission to erect a roof over an
existing patio contrary to the requirements
of Section: 12.04F1 & 11.12E6 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Withdrawn.
Patricia Fornaro/ Barbara Spano, 224
Orchard Street, propose to demolish an
existing two-family dwelling and detached
garage and construct a new two-family
dwelling and new detached garage. Applicant seeks variance from Section 11.11E.6
of the Land Use Ordinance. Approved
with conditions.
Jeffrey & Marjorie Nicholls, 55 Bell
Drive, seeking permission to erect a 2-car
garage with bedrooms above it contrary to
the requirements of Section: 11.07E6 of
the Land Use Ordinance. Approved with
conditions.
Anneth Vega, 2 Doris Parkway, seeking permission to erect an addition contrary to the requirements of Section:
11.09E5, 12.04E1 of the Land Use Ordinance. Approved with conditions.
Cheeburger Cheeburger, 251 North
Avenue, West, seeking permission to
erect a sign contrary to the requirements
of Section: 16.04E1, 16.03E1 & 16.07Q of
the Land Use Ordinance. DENIED.
Len & Erica Resnikoff, 356 Wychwood
Road, seeking permission to reconstruct
a second floor addition contrary to the
requirements of Section: 11.10E7 & 13.01B
of the Land Use Ordinance. Approved
with conditions.
Sam & Sheryl Della Fera, 540 Coleman
Place, seeking permission to erect an
addition contrary to the requirements of
Section: 12.04F1 of the Land Use Ordinance. Approved with conditions.
Matt & Elsa Toglia, 717 Clark Street,
seeking permission to erect an addition
contrary to the requirements of Section:
11.09E6 & 12.04F1 of the Land Use Ordinance. Approved with conditions.
Jeff Hamilton, 771 Oak Avenue, seeking permission to erect an addition contrary to the requirements of Section:
12.04F1 of the Land Use Ordinance.
Approved with conditions.
Wallace & Linda Parker, 243 Kimball
Avenue, seeking permission to enlarge
an existing garage contrary to the requirements of Section: 13.01I1 of the Land Use
Ordinance. Withdrawn.
Diane Dabulas, 765 Clark Street, seeking permission to erect an addition contrary to the requirements of Section:
11.08E6 of the Land Use Ordinance. Approved with conditions.
Diane Barrasso, 936 Highland Avenue, seeking permission to erect an addition contrary to the requirements of Section: 13.02C1 of the Land Use Ordinance.
Approved with conditions.
Lori A. Boyd, Secretary
Board of Adjustment
1 T - 5/12/05, The Leader
Fee: $80.58
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PUBLIC NOTICE

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES, PROCUREMENT
SEALED BIDS will be received from bidders classified under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et
seq.; in the NJDOT MULTIPURPOSE ROOM, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey 08625; until 10:00 A.M. on 5/26/2005
and opened and read for:

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
PLANNING BOARD
SPECIAL MEEETING

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

www.goleader.com

Thursday, May 12, 2005

The Westfield Planning Board will hold a
special meeting on May 19, 2005 in Council Chambers in the Westfield Municipal
Building, Westfield, New Jersey at 8:00
p.m. to hear and consider the following
application:
05-04 IN-TOWN CONDOMINIUM CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, LLC,
111 - 129 PROSPECT STREETS,
BLOCK 2506, LOTS 6, 7 & 8
SEEKING PRELIMINARY AND
FINAL MAJOR SITE PLAN APPROVAL AND CONDITIONAL
USE APPROVAL. APPLICANT
SEEKS TO CONSTRUCT A
MULTI-FAMILY BUILDING WITH
35 UNITS OF AGE RESTRICTED
HOUSING WITH PARKING BENEATH THE BUILDING. APPLICANT MAY REQUIRE WAIVER
OF R.S.I.S. CONCERNING
PARKING AND SUCH OTHER
VARIANCES AS MAY BE REQUIRED. Plans drawn by Diaz
Architects, 300 Edgemoor Road,
Belford, New Jersey, dated 02/25/
05, revised 03/21/05, (Sheets A-1
through A-9). Also plans drawn by
M. Disko Associates, Consulting
Engineers, 151 Sumner Avenue,
Kenilworth, New Jersey, dated 02/
05, revised 03/21/05, 03/31/05 and
04/01/05 (Sheets 1 through 6).
Applicant deemed complete on 3/
4/05.
Plans and application are on file in the
Office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue, West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday 8:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Kenneth B. Marsh
Secretary
1 T - 5/12/05, The Leader
Fee: $40.29

MAINTENANCE ROADWAY REPAIR CONTRACT NO: 152,
NORTH-2004; ROUTE 27, ESSEX AND UNION COUNTIES
100% STATE
DP NO: 05415
Bidders are required to comply with the requirement of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27.
Effective October 15, 2004, Pursuant to Executive Order 134, all bidders must provide
a completed, signed Executive Order No. 134 Certification and Disclosure Form
within seven (7) state business days from the project bid date..
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, Business Registration, proof of valid business registration shall be submitted by a bidder with its bid proposal at the time of bid for 100% State
funded projects.
Pursuant to the “Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et
seq. (P.L. 2003, c. 91), bidders must register with the New Jersey Department of Labor,
Division of Wage and Hour Compliance.
The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the contract award.
Drawings, specifications, and bid documents may be inspected or obtained for a fee
of $15.00, for full size drawings, at the NJDOT Engineering and Operations Building 1st
floor, Trenton, New Jersey 08625 during business hours.
Names and addresses of prospective bidders for this project may be acquired by
telephoning 609-530-8585 during business hours. Their fax number is 609-530-6626.
Drawings, special provisions, and bid documents may also be inspected (BUT NOT
OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our various Design Field Offices at the
following locations:
200 Stierli Court
Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70
Mt. Arlington, NJ
Freehold, NJ
Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141
732-308-4025
856-486-6624
3 T - 5/5/05, 5/12/05 and 5/19/05, The Leader
Fee: $198.90

PUBLIC NOTICE

SEALED BIDS will be received from bidders classified under NJSA 27:7-35.1 et seq.;
in the NJDOT MULTIPURPOSE ROOM, New Jersey Department of Transportation,
1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey 08625; until 10:00 A.M. on 5/19/2005 and
opened and read for:
MAINTENANCE ROADWAY REPAIR CONTRACT NO: 156, NORTH-2004;
ROUTE 439 AND 124 WESTBOUND,
ESSEX AND UNION COUNTIES
100% STATE
DP NO: 05414

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
PLANNING BOARD
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that on
Wednesday, May 25, 2005 at 7:30 P.M. in
the lower level meeting room of the
Fanwood Borough Hall, located at 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey,
the Planning Board will hold a Public Hearing on the application of the undersigned.
The property in question is located at: 170
Second Street, Fanwood, New Jersey,
also known as Block 104, Lot 1.01, as
shown on the Fanwood Tax Map, owned
by Kathleen P. Earley and Robert J. Earley.
The applicant requests the following
which are in violation of the Fanwood Land
Use Code:
Section 12.110 E1; Variance Requested: Lot Area; Permitted: 7,500 square
feet; Present: 5,865 square feet; Proposed:
5,865 square feet.
Section 12.110 E2; Variance Requested: Lot Width; Permitted: 75 feet;
Present: 60 feet; Proposed: 60 feet.
Section 12.110 E5; Variance Requested: Corner Side Yard; Permitted: 30
feet; Present: N/A feet; Proposed: 15.51
feet.
The applicant will also seek such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of
the application.
The file pertaining to this application is
available for public inspection during normal business hours (Tuesday - Thursday,
9 AM - 2 PM) from the Secretary of the
Planning Board at the Administration Office of the Borough of Fanwood at 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.
Any interested party may appear at said
hearing and participate therein in accordance with the rules of the Fanwood Planning Board.
Applicant:
D. Villane Construction, LLC
655 Jerusalem Road
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076
Attorney for Applicants:
Robert H. Kraus, Esq.
Leib, Kraus, Grispin & Roth
328 Park Avenue, PO Box 310
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076
1 T - 5/12/05, The Times
Fee: $43.86

PUBLIC NOTICE

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES, PROCUREMENT

Bidders are required to comply with the requirement of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27.
Effective October 15, 2004, Pursuant to Executive Order 134, all bidders must provide
a completed, signed Executive Order No. 134 Certification and Disclosure Form.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, Business Registration, proof of valid business registration shall be submitted by a bidder with its bid proposal at the time of bid for 100% State
funded projects.
Pursuant to the “Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et
seq. (P.L. 2003, c. 91), bidders must register with the New Jersey Department of Labor,
Division of Wage and Hour Compliance. The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil
Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252 U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to
such Act, and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business
enterprises full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and will not
discriminate against any bidder on the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or
handicap in the contract award. Drawings, specifications, and bid documents may be
inspected or obtained for a fee of $15.00, for full size drawings, at the NJDOT
Engineering and Operations Building 1st floor, Box 600 Trenton, New Jersey 08625
during business hours. Names and addresses of prospective bidders for this project may
be acquired by telephoning 609-530-8585 during business hours. Their fax number is
609-530-6626. Drawings, special provisions, and bid documents may also be inspected
( BUT NOT OBTAINED ) by contracting organizations at our various Design Field Offices
at the following locations:
200 Stierli Court
Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70
Mt. Arlington, NJ
Freehold, NJ
Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141
732-308-4025
856-486-6624
3 T - 4/28/05, 5/5/05 and 5/12/05, The Leader
Fee: $195.84

Scotch Plains - “Vacation at Home”
Exceptional quality abounds throughout this custom multi-level
home. All oversized rooms, 4 BRs, 2.1 Baths, 2 FRPLS, newer
gourmet Kitchen, 2 acre park-like property. WSF0329 $839,900

Fanwood - “Arts & Crafts” Colonial
Charming LR with FRPL, Formal DR with chestnut trim, updated
Kitchen, Large FR with sliders to deck. 4 BRS, 2 Baths, Walk
to school, town and NYC transportation. Oversized property.
WSF 0339 $574,900

BETTY LYNCH

Broker / Sales Associate
CELL: 908-419-5141
bettlync@att.net

©2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT, Inc.

WESTFIELD OFFICE

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

908-233-5555

Hye-Young Choi
#1 Realtor in the Westfield Office 1994-2003
10 Consecutive Years
email: hye-young@att.net
Contact Hye-Young Choi Today for the Perfect Home!

Presenting the “Harrison House”

Coldwell Banker is thrilled to announce a once in a lifetime opportunity to own a unique property in Westfield, the “Harrison
House.” Historically significant, architecturally impressive and graciously proportioned, this Victorian home and its glorious gardens
are situated on a picturesque half-acre. Built in 1862, during the Civil War, the house was built on what is now east Broad Street
and amazingly moved twice by teams of horses with greased logs to its current location. The exterior is truly reflective of its time with
its European mansard-styled roof, decorative corbels and wraparound front porch. A seemingly endless array of oversized rooms,
closets and incredible built-ins, fixtures and hardware grace the interior. Lofty windows including two bay window areas, enhance
the light airy feeling of the first floor. Towering 12 foot ceilings showcase magnificent cornice moldings and the stunning woodwork
in the formal dining room, living room and study. Ten foot ceilings on the second floor highlight four bedrooms and a huge master suite
with sitting room overlooking the garden. The third floor houses six sunlit rooms potentially used for additional bedrooms, a studio
or home office. This house needs to be seen to really sense its distinctive character.

Mountainside…Charming and spacious expanded 5 BR, 2
½ BTH custom home on a sunny knoll. Large LR w/bay wndw
& frplc, FDR, Eat-in KIT adjacent FR w/ frplc & French
Doors to slate patio and private, park-like property. Many
custom built-ins, spacious BR’S, beamed ceilings, and much
more in a beautiful setting. $719,000

Offered exclusively through Coldwell Banker for $1,945,000
Mountainside…Spacious, renovated 4 BR, 3 full BTH home
w/modern flair. 2 story entry, LR w/frplc, banquet size DR
w/custom BI’s, gourmet EI KIT w/skylt. MBR suite w/whirlpool tub, frplc & walk-in closet. Balcony off MBR looks
over park-like prop. w/gazebo. Multi-Zn HT/CAC. $699,000

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Mary McEnerney
(908) 301-2052

209 CENTRAL AVENUE
WESTFIELD, NJ 07090
(908) 233-5555

Susan Debbie
(908) 591-1995

All information deemed reliable but not guaranteed. Prices subject to change. © 2005 Coldwell Banker Corporation. Coldwell Banker ® is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Independently owned and operated by NRT, Incorporated.

WESTFIELD OFFICE
209 CENTRAL AVENUE
908-233-5555, EXT. 169
DIRECT LINE: 908-301-2015

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

©2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT, Inc.
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TOWNHOUSE FOR SALE

XTRA SPECIAL GARAGE SALE

OPEN HOUSE
SATURDAY, 5/14 11-5
48 HOLLY COURT, N. EDISON
BY OWNER. 2,000 SQ. FT. END
UNIT IN PRESTIGIOUS TIMBERLINE.
COMPLETELY
RENOVATED 3 BDRS, LR WITH
FIREPLACE BLT-IN BOOKCASES AND SURROUND
SOUND STEREO, LG GRANITE
KITCHEN, 2 1/2 MARBLE
BATHS
WITH
JACUZZI
SHOWER, WOOD FLOORS,
NEW PELLA WINDOWS, WALKIN CALIFORNIA CLOSETS, AND
BLT-IN TVS, TRADITIONAL
DECOR, NEW A/C, HEATING
UNIT, FENCED-IN FRONT
YARD, PLENTY OF STORAGE
CLOSETS, LG GARAGE WITH
STORAGE.
$489,000.
(908) 561-4414 OR (908) 347-6267

Unique high-end garage sale.
Specialty children’s items,
halloween costumes, series
books (Junie B., AmGirl), Brain
Quest, games, dollhouse, quality home decorating items.
Sat/Sun, May 14 & 15, 10 - 3PM
No Eary Birds
108 Sedgewick Ct, Westfield

HOUSE FOR SALE

BEDROOM SET

GARAGE SALE

Westfield - 215 Midwood Pl
off The Boulevard
Fri 5/13 & Sat 5/14 9:30-5PM
furniture, linens, books,
magazines, hh items, clothing
BED

Queen mattress set, Visco Elastic
Memory Foam, new in plastic,
10 yr. warranty, as seen on TV.
Value $1400, sell $365.
(732) 259-6690
6 pcs. English Cherry wood
3 pc. sleigh bed,
dresser & mirror and night
stand. New still in box.
Value $6000 sell $2450.
Can deliver (732) 259-6690

OPEN HOUSE
Sunday, May 15, 1-4PM
740 Stevens Ave, Westfield
WASHINGTON SCHOOL
3 BR, 2.5 BTH, COLONIAL
LR w/Frpl, DR, EIK, FR, CAC,
Fin. RR, 1 Car Garage.
$749,000. Principals Only

DINING ROOM

Beautiful cherry wood set, double
pedestal table, lighted hutch &
buffet, 6 padded chairs. Still in
boxes, list $5500, sell $2450.
Can deliver (732) 259-6690

APARTMENTS FOR RENT

UNFURNISHED
Plainfield Historic, near Sleepy
Hollow. 1 & 2 BDMS, Parking,
$850/$995. Near trans.
(908) 405-6064

MATTRESS SET

Queen pillow top.
Name brand with warranty
New in plastic, Sell $150.
Can Deliver (732) 259-6690

UNFURN APARTMENT RENTAL

WESTFIELD. Spotless, 2
Bedroom half Duplex offers 5
rooms and includes 2 Bedrooms,
bath, new carpet, freshly painted,
use of yard, close to downtown
shopping, dining & train. Avail.
immediately. $1300/mo.
BURGDORFF REALTORS
Westfield Office
(908) 233-0065

STUNNING DINING TABLE!!

PA House (Villa Coll.) table
with 6 chairs, 2 yrs young and
barely used. Incl. 2 leaves.
List $5500, sell $2500.
(908) 578-6134
TUTOR

Private Tutoring for Reading
and Mathematics K-6
by 2 Master Certified
Union County, NJ Teachers
Very experienced
Call (908) 490-1992

GARAGE/HOUSE SALE

Fri/Sat, 5/13-5/14 9AM
1395 BIRCH HILL ROAD
MOUNTAINSIDE, RT22 TO
NEW PROVIDENCE ROAD
DR table/chairs. Antique Maple
DL table. China, Collectables,
furniture, lamps, baby furniture
and much more! Cash only!
NO Early Birds!

MATH TUTOR

Ivy-level mathematics degree,
proven results. Calculus,
statistics, algebra II, math SAT.
Joe (908) 781-0888

GARAGE/YARD SALE

WESTFIELD
Redeemer School
229 Cowperthwaite Place
Tag Sale - Large Variety!
9am-2pm, Saturday, May 14
Rain or Shine!

CLASSIFIEDS
CLEANING SERVICE

HOUSEKEEPER WANTED

ATTENTION
Polish cleaning leady is looking
for the Clients. Resonable price
for excellence work.
References upon request.
tel. (908) 964-5337

Experienced Cleaning Person
Needed Once a Week.
Must speak English
References
(908) 789-0271

HELP WANTED

HoneyBaked Ham Co., Watchung
Help Wanted for deliveries & other
duties. Mornings & Afternoons,
2-5hrs. a day, Flex hrs. / days.
Call (908) 755-3524, Ask for Clyde.
BOOKKEEPER

Part-time position available for an
experienced bookkeeper with
strong skills. Knowledge of
Quickbooks helpful but will train.
Email resume to rtmcdonoug@
aol.com or fax to (973) 761-7598.
HELP WANTED

REAL ESTATE, Agents at
Burgdorff ERA are breaking all
records. ERA’s #1 Real Estate
firm has training classes starting
soon. Scholarships available.
Call 1-866-BURGDORFF or
www.burgdorff.com\careers
HELP WANTED

Marketing/Office Coordinator
Strong Computer Background
Required. Part-time or Full-time.
Call (908) 322-4674 or
fax resume to (908) 322-4694
PART TIME NANNY NEEDED

To care for 2 children, 3 days per
week. Ages 3 and 1 1/2. Must
have experience with young
children. Must be able to drive.
Starting July 1.
Call (914) 834-7182
FREELANCERS
WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover council, county
and other town meetings. Must
be able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take an
active interest in their beats in
order to develop news stories.
Please email resume and clips
to: editor@goleader.com.

HANDYMAN

CAMERA LENSES WANTED

Prefer retiree for minor repairs/
maintenance for local small
commercial building
on an as needed basis.
(908) 755-2862 eves.

Canon Lenses
100 - 300mm
Wide Angle, Etc.
Call Fred Lecomte
(908) 232-4407

PAINTERS - PLASTERERS
RESIDENTIAL

Are you looking for an
opportunity to:
* Be recognized for your strong
painting skills?
* Be appreciated for your hard
work and attention to detail?
* Be part of a
quality restoration team?
Yes? Then we would like to talk
with you about your painting
experience. Opportunity to learn
and grow. Good benefits. Steady
work with OT. Ask for John at
(973) 403-1501 or send us an
email:john@honerestoration.com
HELP WANTED

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Westfield Volunteer Rescue
Squad seeks persons willing to
train as Emergency Medical
Technicians. No prior exp.
needed. Valid NJ Driv. Lic., req.,
min. 4 hrs/wk. We offer 24 hr.
coverage. Wkday 9am - 1 pm or
1-5pm slots are perfect for parents of school children. Childcare
reimbursement available!
Seeks trainees as Dispatchers. Min.
2 hrs./wk. All training provided.
Call the Recruiting Team at
(908) 233-2500 for details
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
PLANNING BOARD
Notice is hereby given that the Westfield
Planning Board at its meeting on Monday
May 2, 2005 memorialized the following
Board action taken on April 4, 2005:
05-07(V) WASHINGTON
MUTUAL
BANK, 184 ELM STREET,
BLOCK 2405, LOT 30, SEEKING PRELIMINARY AND FINAL MAJOR SITE PLAN APPROVAL. APPLICANT SEEKS
TO OCCUPY A PORTION OF
THE BUILDING FOR A BANK
USE (A PERMITTED USE IN
THE ZONE) THAT WAS PREVIOUSLY OCCUPIED BY
VIDEO/VIDEO A RETAIL BUSINESS. THE CHANGE IN USE
CAUSES A PARKING VARIANCE THAT REQUIRES THE
APPLICANT TO MAKE APPLICATION TO THE PLANNING
BOARD FOR SITE PLAN APPROVAL. Approved with conditions.
Kenneth B. Marsh
Secretary
1 T - 5/12/05, The Leader
Fee: $25.50

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION
HELP WANTED

COOK

Real Estate: Thinking of making a
change? Prudential NJ Properties
is now interviewing for full time
real estate agent positions,
Westfield Office. Call Margie
(908) 232-5664, ext. 103.

Cook - Church Rectory (5) priests
looking for an experienced cook
to plan, shop, prepare, serve
and clean-up after meals.
Monday-Thursday, 3:00-7:00
pm. Fax your resume to Roseann
at (973) 761-7598 or email
rtmcdonoug@aol.com

SUMMER JOBS

DAY CAMP COUNSELORS
College students, teachers
welcome! Group counselors,
WSI/Lifeguards, sports
specialist, instructors for
canoeing, golf, karate,
rollerblading, woodworking.
No nights or weekends
except training.
rvrbnd1@aol.com
(908) 647-0664
or apply online at
www.campriverbend.com

Landscape Design
Year Long Plantings
Lawn Maintenance
Patio • Walks • Masonry
Retaining Walls

Childcare in my Scotch Plains
home by reliable loving mom.
30 plus years experience.
References Available.
(908) 889-6235
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Full-time position to work with Pastor
of a Catholic Church. Computer
skills required. Knowledge of
catholic tradition helpful but not
required. Looking for somone who
is a self starter and who can work
collaboratively with other staff
members. Email resume to
rtmcdonough@aol.com or fax to
(973) 761-7598.
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
At a regular meeting of the Township
Council of the Township of Scotch Plains
held on May 10, 2005 the following decisions were rendered:
Granted permission to the application
for a Special Use Permit for the Scotch
Plains Business & Professional Association, to have live musical performances on
various days in front of the Scotch Plains
Music Center, also known as 413 Park
Avenue, Block 1501, Lot 7, B-2 Zone,
between the hours of 11:00 a.m. to 4:00
p.m. as noted on their application, for the
remainder of the year provided that pedestrian access be available.
Granted permission for a Special Use
Permit for the Scotch Plains Business &
Professional Association to run an outdoor sale of fruits and vegetables for the
weekly “Farmers Produce Market” on Saturday mornings from 8:00 a.m. to 3:00
p.m. from mid-June through November
(depending upon crop availability) at 430
Park Avenue, Block 1105, Lot 1 “P” Zone
as per their application, provided that ingress and egress is maintained in the
parking lot so the firefighters can respond
to calls and exit the Fire House with no
difficulty.
Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk
1 T - 5/12/05, The Times
Fee: $29.07

P R E M I E R P R O P E RT Y M A I N T E N A N C E P R O V I D E R

888-533-2345
908-925-2345

Professional Cleaning Service, Inc

www.ajpcleaning.com

908-791-1820
Annual Contracts for Start-Ups & Shut-Offs • Guaranteed Immediate Response • Fully Licensed & Insured

Free Estimates

“The Service Professionals”

Commercial • Residential
Driveway Sealing & Repair: Driveway Seal application;
Crack repair and maintenance.
Power Washing: Houses, Office Buildings, Decks, Trucks
Patios, Steps, Swing sets, and much more.

Phone: 908-456-0525 • Fax: 908-654-1492 • dmanico28@yahoo.com

AUTO REPAIR

PAINTING
&
POWER WASHING
Residential • Commercial

908-272-4456

• Houses - Decks
• Windows
• Carpet - Tile & Grout - Cleaning
• Truck Mounted Equipment
• Hardwood Floor Specialists
• Gutter Cleaning
• Commerical & Residential
• Free Estimates & Fully Insured

TEL. 908-754-0149

Free Estimates • Fully Insured • Immediate Response
Affordable Rates • Special Rates for Senior Citizens • Major Credit Cards

Drip Systems • Lawn Sprinklers • Planting Beds

PERFECT

TO: ALEXANDER PORTER, HIS
HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES AND HIS, HER,
THEIR OR ANY OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND INTEREST; SHARON A DOZIER;
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that an order
made on April 25, 2005, the Superior
Court Fixed June 9, 2005 between the
hours of nine o’clock in the forenoon and
four o’clock in the afternoon, prevailing
time, at the office of the Tax Collector of
the CITY OF ELIZABETH, located at 50
WINFIELD SCOTT PLAZA, ELIZABETH,
NEW JERSEY 07201, as the time and
place when and where you may pay to the
plaintiff the amount so found due for principal and interest on its certificate of tax
sale as follows:
LOT 516A BLOCK 7 on the tax duplicate of the CITY OF ELIZABETH. Total
amount required to redeem tax sale certificates 4407 and 4816 is $14,767.08, together with interest from March 7, 2005
and costs.
And that unless, at the same time and
place, you or one of you redeem by paying
the aforesaid sum so found due to plaintiff,
then you, and each of you shall be debarred and foreclosed of and from all right
and equity of redemption of, in and to the
lands and premises above set out and
described in the complaint and every part
thereof, and that the plaintiff be vested
with an absolute and indefeasible estate
of inheritance in fee simple in said lands
and premises.
Anything to the contrary notwithstanding, redemption shall be permitted up until
the entry of final judgment including the
whole of the last date upon which judgment is entered.
MICHAEL G. PELLEGRINO, ESQ.
Attorney for Plaintiff
CASALE & PELLEGRINO, L.L.C.
One Gatehall Drive
Parsippany, New Jersey 07054
1 T - 5/12/05, The Leader
Fee: $62.73

HO
T PO
WER WASHING
HOT
POWER

thetomassogroupllc@verizon.net

Designing & Building All
Your Walkway & Patio Needs

Fully Insured

LION REAL ESTATE MANAGEMENT LLC PLAINTIFF
VS. ALEXANDER PORTER,
HIS HEIRS, DEVISEES AND
PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES AND HIS, HER, THEIR
OR ANY OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND
INTEREST; TAARIG A. AZIZ,
INDIVIDUALLY; TAARIG A.
AZIZ, ADMINISTRATOR OF
THE
ESTATE
OF
ALEXANDER PORTER, DECEASED; PARKWAY MORTGAGE INC.; BENEFICIAL
MORTGAGE CORPORATION; UNION COUNTY DIVISION OF SOCIAL SERVICES;
SHARON A DOZIER; STATE
OF NEW JERSEY; DAISY
ROSEBURE DEFENDANTS

www.goleader.com

Specializing in Lawn Maintenance Accounts & Fertilization Programs
Residential • Commercial • Industrial
Spring & Fall Cleanup • Brick Pavers • Patio • Sod & Seeding

Custom & Unique
Landscape For Your Home

NOTICE TO REDEEM

CHILDCARE

Goods & Services You Need!

www.goleader.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-15364-04
File No. 8556-04

ELM STREET
SERVICE CENTER
Complete Auto Repair
Foreign & Domestic
NJ State Inspection
• Emission Repair Facility
• Tune-ups & Batteries
• A/C Service
• Tires & Brakes
Auto
Care
• Road Service
Center
138 Elm St • Westfield
908-232-1937

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION
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Get Outta
The House
By CAROL F. DAVIS

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Symphony Orchestra (WSO) will conclude its 2004-2005 season with the
inaugural Joseph DeAlessandro Memorial Opera Concert, an opera-in-concert
performance of Verdi’s Otello, on Saturday, May 21, at 8 p.m. at The Presbyterian Church in Westfield.
The DeAlessandro Foundation recently made a $100,000 gift to the
WSO’s endowment in support of an
annual opera-in-concert as a memorial to
Dr. Joseph DeAlessandro. This gift will
support the concert and future WSO
operas-in-concert in perpetuity in
memory of Dr. DeAlessandro, a longANGELIC VOICES…The Madrigal Singers are pictured, above, with conductor
Elaine Fiorino, left. Union County residents appearing in this program include Pam
Newell of Westfield, Kirk Robbins of Fanwood, Sarah Riffel of New Providence,
Mountainside residents John Sichel, Lynn Sichel, and Margaret Thompson
Mountainside, Martha Desmond of Cranford, and George Stralkus of Elizabeth.

‘R
ogues! Rascals, R
edemption
‘Rogues!
Redemption
edemption’’
Concert Set by Madrigal Singers
WESTFIELD — The Madrigal Singers, directed by Elaine Fiorino, will return to the First United Methodist
Church, 1 Broad Street in Westfield, on
Sunday, May 22, at 4 p.m. to present a
spring concert, “Rogues! Rascals! and
Redemption!”
The title suggests the dual nature of
the program, which includes both sacred
motets and secular madrigals, sung a
cappella.
The Madrigal Singers specialize in
music of the European Renaissance, and
this concert will offer a selection of the
rich counterpoint melodies and harmonies of that early musical flowering, by
both European and English composers.
Sacred works will include William
Boyce’s Alleluia; Josquin des Pres’ setting
of Psalm 129, De profundis; and the
final chorus from Heinrich Schutz’s Saint
Matthew Passion, Ehre sei dir, Christe.
Madrigal offerings will include Thomas Weelkes’ “Strike it up Tabor”; Tho-

The H
itchhiker
uide to the
Hitchhiker
itchhiker’’s G
Guide
Galaxy: The O
dyssey: Tourist Class
Odyssey:
One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

2 & ½ POPCORNS

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 24

can produce. Bravo Bill.
The first half of WestFilm also included a short, Robots, by WHS student
George Bucci; another short, Horror
Movie, by WHS student Ashton
Golembo; a short, The Blue Bouquet
directed by WHS pupil John Kerr; a
movie, Elevator, by Seton Hall Prep student Andrew Clapham; a preview of
Union resident Nick Pavano’s Jersey
Ghost, and the romantic comedy, Lying
Beside You by Joe Valenti.
The second half of WestFilm featured a
short by Jason and Steven Parker, execs at K9 Resorts in Fanwood, and a puzzling
animation short by WHS student Griff
Kimmins which featured a painting squirrel who retrieves his masterpiece in outer
space and who, just as he encounters a bug
who had found joy in the painting and
cried as the squirrel took it away, kills him.
Some audience members laughed, while
others were a bit disturbed by the outcome.
Westfielder Ken Waddell offered a somewhat predictable ending in The Promise.
The acting was commendable, however,
and the editing and filming were done
very professionally.
For more information on the films and
shorts that premiered at WestFilm, please
visit www.westfilmfestival.com.

Summit Chorale Plans
‘Clap Your H
ands!’
Hands!’
SUMMIT – The Summit Chorale,
under the direction of Richard Garrin, will
present a concert of choral pops, “Clap
Your Hands!” on Saturday, May 21, at 8
p.m. at the Dorothy Young Center for the
Arts at Drew University in Madison.
Tickets are $20 for general admission,
$18 for senior citizens and students over 16
(with a $2 discount for advance purchase of
either), $8 for students 10 to 16, and free for
Drew students and $10 for Drew faculty.
To purchase tickets, which will also be
available at the door, please call (973) 2921186 or visit www.summitchorale.org.

County Art Exhibition
Awar
ds R
eception SSet
et
wards
Reception
COUNT
Y – The Union County
COUNTY
Board of Chosen Freeholders will recognize local artists and present awards at a
reception on Wednesday, May 18, for the
Fourth Annual Exhibit and Contest for
County of Union employees and their
relatives.
The reception and awards ceremony
will commence at 5:30 p.m. at the
Elizabethtown Gas Company, Liberty Hall
Center, 1085 Morris Avenue in Union.
Presented in partnership with the National Arts Program, the exhibition will be
open weekdays from Monday, May 16, to
Monday, June 13, from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Three prominent artists and art professionals, Dolores Stewart (a sculptor from
Plainfield), Tim Jahn (a painter from
Piscataway) and Donald Lokuta (a photographer from Union) are judging the
show.
For more information, please contact the
Union County Division of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs, 633 Pearl Street, Elizabeth 07202, call (908) 558-2550 or email culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

mas Vautor’s five-part setting of “Mother,
I will have a husband”; and Jacques
Acadelt’s “L’hiver sera et l’ete variable.”
Other selections follow the choral tradition to the present day in sacred works such
as Gerald Cohen’s setting of the 23rd Psalm
in Hebrew, “Adonai ro’i lo echsar,” and John
Rutter’s setting of the old English prayer
“God be in my head and in my understanding” from the Sarum Primer.
Ernest Bullock will provide a modern
setting for Ben Johnson’s love poem,
“Have you seen but a bright lily grow?”
Performing in this concert will be Mary
Arnold, Martha Desmond, Richard
DeVany, Healf Goguen, David
Lawrence, Roberta Lichtenberg, Jennifer Melick, Pamela Newell, Sarah Riffel,
Kirk Robbins, John Sichel, Lynn Sichel,
George Stralkus, and Ms. Thompson.
A $10 suggested donation to cover
expenses will be accepted at the door.
For further information, please call
(908) 233-1570.

POPCORN ™

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER

WestF
ilm
estFilm
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Endowment Gift
Aids DeAlessandro
Opera Concert

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Here is an opportunity for “Sopranos” fans to kill at least four hours on a
Saturday or Sunday afternoon. For
$40 a pop, you can take the official
Sopranos Tour. It begins at 2 p.m. on
either day. Meet in front of Houlihan’s
in Harmon Meadow Plaza, off Route
3 in Secaucus, and look for the guy
with the blue “On Location Tours”
flag. You must purchase tickets in advance on Zerve: (212) 209-3370, or
http://www.zerve.com/OnLocation/
Sopranos. Watch your back.
*******
Now through Thursday, July 28,
Union County College is exhibiting
the works of Gayle Ruskin-White, in
ks
a show entitled Large Scale Wor
orks
fr
om 1990-1994. The artist defrom
scribes her works as abstractions, and
they evoke a sense of depth and
interconnectedness. The exhibit is
in the Commons of the Cranford
Campus at 1033 Springfield Avenue, and it’s free from 8 a.m. until
8 p.m.
*******
The Summit Symphony will
present a concert featuring pastoral
music on Saturday, May 14, at 8
p.m. at Summit High School on
Kent Place Boulevard. There will be
a pre-concert lecture by Maestro
Sadewhite at 7:15 p.m. Works by
Delius, Handel, Vaughan Williams,
and Beethoven will be performed.
Admission is free.
An exhibition of Russian and Soviet P
osters is currently
Prropaganda P
Posters
on display at the Jane Voorhees
Zimmerli Art Museum at Rutgers University in New Brunswick. The museum is located at 71 Hamilton Street,
and admission is $3 for non-members,
free for members. Check out the other
exhibits while you are visiting. Call
them at (732) 932-7237 or visit http:/
/www.zimmerlimuseum.rutgers.edu/
. Parking is easier on the weekends.
*******
The Spitfire Grill
Grill, a musical by
James Valcq and Fred Alley, has been
called “a soul-satisfying work of theatrical resourcefulness” by the New
York Times. It is still running at the
theater of the Westfield Community
Players. The last performance is on
Saturday, May 21. Single tickets are
$20. Call (908) 232-1221.

Thursday, May 12, 2005

You have to give credit to The
Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy. Not too
many movies declare right at the outset that
discovering the secret of life is among its
prime objectives. While you shan’t be told
right now whether or not director Garth
Jennings, working from a screenplay by
Douglas Adams and Karey Kirkpatrick, is
successful in that ambition, suffice it to note
that he gives it a good chaw.
It’s just this sort of outlandishness that
gives the film, which, incidentally, is about the
end of the world, its lunatic charm. For alas,
while the sun has long set on the British
Empire, happily the same cannot be said for
that very special chutzpah at the core of British
humor. It’s evident throughout Hitchhiker’s
... practically makes a celebration of it.
There is a delightful, partly proud, partly
self-effacing survival element that is the
foundation of such wit and whimsy. While
driving the laughs, like Hansel and Gretel’s
crumbs these notions also leaves clues …
bits of sociological wisdom about the jester’s
character. And this in turn is then not only
funny, but heartwarming as well.
Rarely has this unflappability been better
illustrated than by Katherine Hepburn as
missionary Rose Sayer in The African Queen
(1951). While the movie is hardly riotous, it
does have its comically relevant moments.
Take one scene in particular. It’s when the
little steamboat seems completely compromised by the river’s whitewater torrents.
And there’s Kate’s character seated in the
prow, looking straight ahead, as fit and brave
a subject of king and country as there ever
was. The travail and subsequent release of
tension make for a sigh-filled laugh.
Well, he may not seem quite as gallant or
brave at first blush, but our hero in The
Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy is just as
disarmingly clueless about the dangers he’ll
be facing. He is Arthur Dent, played by
Martin Freeman, though it might as well be
Arthur Everyman. For that’s who he is. A
whole heritage of English literature says so.
And so it comes to pass on one momentous
day in Cornwall, England, that Arthur becomes the ordinary man tossed into extraordinary circumstances.
The circumstances are extraterrestrial as
well. At first we think it’s only the local
authorities who want to knock down
Arthur’s house for the purpose of running
a highway through the area. But it’s a lot
bigger than that.
Mind you, this is sci-fi as well as comedy.
And as such, there is a greater metaphor for
everything. Some work, some don’t. Here
it apparently does as the film successfully
sets the tone by making fun of progress for
progress’ sake. For as it turns out, Earth is
about to be destroyed by aliens. It seems our
planet orbits right where they want to put
a hyperspace bypass. So, we gotta go.
Luckily, Arthur has a friend, Ford Prefect
(Mos Def), who has previous knowledge of
this Armageddon, and the two are able to
jump planet in just the nick of time. It’s a
classical case of a good deed paying off.
You see, when Ford first arrived in Cornwall,
Arthur whisked the seemingly confused visitor out of the path of an oncoming car. At that
point, there were two things Arthur didn’t
know about the fellow who would become his
best friend. One, Ford is an alien. The other
is that at the time of the lifesaving episode
Prefect was trying to shake hands with the car,
to introduce himself. He thought it was our
dominant life form.
Of course the timing couldn’t be worse for
the Apocalypse to rear its ugly head. Sure, it’s
great that Arthur escapes his doomed planet.
However, it was just the night before at a
party when Dent had at long last met the love
of his life. Pity, he hesitated.
Her name was Tricia McMillan (Zooey

Deschanel). And she suggested that they flee
the soiree. Arthur agreed. But it was Madagascar, right there and then, where the winsome lass wanted to travel. Arthur had
something a bit more traditional in mind.
As irony would have it, the voyage our
commoner does embark on, accompanied
by his alien pal, takes him a bit farther than
Madagascar. Visiting every manner of world
and realm and hobnobbing with myriads of
weird creatures doubtless inspired by the
bar scene patrons in Star Wars (1977),
Arthur becomes the intrepid explorer,
fighter, diplomat and lover. Actually, wouldbe lover is more like it.
The trip is essentially a spoof on everything. Adams, who died in 2001 at the age
of 49, was a friend of the Monty Python
gang and it shows. Pythonisms permeate
the scenario of The Hitchhiker’s Guide to
the Galaxy. Virtually nothing escapes its
scoffing judgment.
Politics and religion are favorite targets,
the former being personified by Sam
Rockwell as Zaphod Beeblebrox, recently
elected president of the universe, the latter
by John Malkovich as Humma Kavula, allpowerful keeper of theology.
Prefect and the chief executive just so
happen to come from the same planet. So
it’s with the prez that Arthur and Ford hitch
a ride. Oh … there’s someone else aboard.
But that’s a surprise. Anyway, we get a good,
behind-the-scenes look at Beeblebrox. And,
spoof or no, yikes!
Part Mad Hatter, part beach bum,
mumbo-jumbo spewing Zaphod
Beeblebrox is all style and no substance.
Furthermore, though he rules, or at least
goes through the motions of what passes for
leadership, the legitimacy of his election is
in question. Get the idea?
Perhaps explaining how such a fool could
rise to the highest office in the galaxy,
Adams also introduces us to the Vogons, a
horrendously ugly but powerful interplanetary bloc of inveterate bureaucrats. They
were the ones who decided to blow up the
Earth in the first place. Of course you also
have to blame Beeblebrox. After all, he
signed the bill. Only thing is, the narcissist
thought he was giving an autograph.
It gets a tad complicated. But compared
to other literary and filmic cult worlds,
chock-full of symbolic characters and endless lists of folkways and mores, there is
surprisingly little confusion in this Tolkien
Light take on what it’s all about.
And now for the big question. Is it true
to the book? But is that really the question?
Truth is, Adams’ otherworldly brainchild had many permutations before director Jennings, with the tidying help of screenwriter Karey Kirkpatrick, brought it to the
silver screen. And by most accounts, the
filmmaker pays due homage to all previous
venues … to the radio series, the record
album, the novel, the stage show, the comic
book, and the towel. Yep, the towel. It’s
part security blanket, part Excalibur sword,
all wrapped in one. That’s one I missed.
Granted, there is enjoyment to be had.
Still, be warned. Despite its
companionability, you’ll have to ferret
through some jokes that fall flat; some concepts that don’t quite work, and an occasional Briticism that eludes us Yanks. But at
least you won’t need a libretto to appreciate
its nuttiness or its occasional brilliance.
Of course this review would have been
much more glowing had “The Hitchhiker’s
Guide to the Galaxy” made good on its
promise to reveal the secret of life. Oh well
… maybe in the sequel.

*******

The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy,
rated PG, is a Buena Vista Picture’s release
directed by Garth Jennings and stars Martin
Freeman, Zooey Deschanel and Sam
Rockwell. Running time: 110 minutes.

Dr. Joseph DeAlessandro

time supporter of the WSO’s opera
performances, a longtime Westfield resident, a prominent businessman, philanthropist and patron of the arts.
This gift also qualifies the WSO for a
matching endowment gift from the
New Jersey Cultural Trust, which was
created to help build endowments, create institutional stability and fund capital projects.
WSO Music Director David Wroe
stated, “Joe’s involvement with the WSO
was deep and varied. His commitment
to the annual opera-in-concert performances helped establish the concerts as
the most popular jewel in the WSO’s
season.The annual Joseph DeAlessandro
Memorial Opera Concerts will serve as
a vessel to celebrate Joe’s life, honor his
commitment to the arts, and create a
community event to share his memory.”
Maestro Wroe continued, “Since Joe
particularly loved Italian opera, I believe
that our performance of Otello is the
perfect one to inaugurate our Memorial
concerts.”
WSO President Norman Luka said,
“We are very grateful to The
DeAlessandro Foundation for making
this generous gift. The Board of Trustees
deeply appreciates the wonderful vote
of confidence this is for the WSO. The
endowment gift will allow us to continue our tradition of performing highquality operas-in-concert in Joe’s
memory.”
The WSO’s performance of Otello
will feature tenor Jeffrey Springer as
Otello, soprano Yalí-Marie Williams as
Desdemona, baritone Todd Thomas as
Iago and mezzo-soprano Kristina Martin as Emilia. Rounding out the cast will
be Taylor Hargrave as Cassio, Vincent
Chambers as Roderigo and Aaron Borst
as Ludovicio/Montano.
Executive Director Nicole DeNigro
Carr stated, “The Symphony’s annual
opera-in-concert performance is always
the climax of our season. People look
forward to it all year. This season, Maestro Wroe has picked a truly spectacular
work to honor Dr. DeAlessandro and
he’s found a wonderful cast of stellar
opera veterans and talented, up-andcoming singers.”
Music Alive Composer-in-Residence
Robert Aldridge will offer a free preconcert talk about Verdi and Otello at
the Presbyterian Church at 7 p.m. on
the night of the concert.
Tickets, which are $25 to $60 with
discounts for students and senior citizens, may be purchased directly from
the WSO, (908) 232-9400; or at
Lancaster, Ltd. and The Town Book
Store in Westfield, Martin Jewelers in
Cranford, and Beautiful Things in
Scotch Plains.

BASKETS OF GOODIES…Committee chairwomen of The Friends of Westfield
Symphony Orchestra’s (WSO) 21st Annual Home Tour to be held Saturday between
10 a.m. and 3 p.m. are pictured with a sampling of the wide array of themed baskets
and luxury objects included in a raffle being held in conjunction with the tour. Proceeds
will support the WSO’s programs of education and outreach. Area merchants donated
the luxury items. Tickets for the tour are $25 if purchased before Saturday and $30 on
Saturday. They are available in town at Baron’s Drug Store, Burgdorff Realtors,
Coldwell Banker Realtors, Weichert Realtors, Poppyfield’s, and The Town Bank of
Westfield. In Cranford they are available at Martin Jewelers; at Irma’s Hallmark in
Fanwood, and Mary’s Hallmark in Clark.

Diverse Art Classes Offered
At WF SSummer
ummer Wor
kshop
orkshop
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Summer Workshop (WSW), a division of the
New Jersey Workshop for the Arts (NJWA),
will offer 30 arts and crafts classes for
students in grades one through eight at
Roosevelt Intermediate School in Westfield,
from Wednesday, June 29, to Friday, July
29, from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Art course offerings include airbrush,
architecture, calligraphy, “Cartoon Country,” cartooning, “Exploring Art,” “Exploring Sculpture,” graphic design,
“Mythical Characters,” sculpture, and
studio art.
Craft classes include those in basketry,
carving, international crafts, jewelry making, knitting/crocheting, mask-making,
mixed crafts, mosaics, needlework, origami,
outdoor designs, pottery, puppetry,
scrapbooking, tie dye/batik, toy design,
“Under the Sea,” “Wild Kingdom” and
“Wind, Wings and Wheels.”
All WSW classes are taught by certified,
and/ or degreed teachers and professionals
who have experience working with children. Many faculty members possess advanced degrees in their fields of expertise.
The WSW also includes separate preschool and kindergarten programs which
will be held at Redeemer Lutheran School
in Westfield. An early morning drop-off at
7:30 a.m. is available and a full-day program is offered in conjunction with the
Westfield Y.
Now in its 34th season, the WSW allows

Jazz Ar
tist Trina H
amlin
Artist
Hamlin
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ongwriters
Host
‘Songwriters
ongwriters’’
SPRINGFIELD – The Coffee With
Conscience Concert Series of Springfield
will present New York City-based singer/
songwriter and Blues artist Trina Hamlin
during the third of three evenings on
Saturday, May 14, at the Emanuel United
Methodist Church of Springfield, 40
Church Mall in Springfield.
The doors will open at 7:30 p.m. and
the concert will begin at 8 p.m.
Ms. Hamlin, who is known for her
Blues harmonica and singing and guitar
work, will present special guests Colleen
Sexton and Joe Brack.
Proceeds will benefit a charitable organization to be announced at the concert.
Tickets are $14 and will be available at
the door only. For more information, please
call Ahrre Maros at (908) 522-1501 or visit
www.coffeewithconscience.com.

students to enroll for one to five consecutive
classes daily in this tuition-based program.
For more information about the WSW,
please call (908) 518-1551, visit the
NJWA office at 150-152 East Broad
Street in Westfield, or log onto
www.njworkshopforthearts.com.
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PRIZE POET…Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School junior Gabrielle Falco, one of 20
winners in the 16th Annual Rutgers-Newark New Jersey High School Poetry Contest,
meets with Contest Director Barry Seiler.
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SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch PlainsFanwood High School junior Gabrielle Falco
has been selected as one of this year’s 20
winners in the 16th Annual Rutgers-Newark New Jersey High School Poetry Contest,
sponsored by the university’s Office of the
Dean, Faculty of Arts and Sciences, and the
Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation.
As a contest winner, selected from among

Musical Club Scholarship
Winners to P
er
form Wed.
Per
erform
WESTFIELD – The Musical Club
of Westfield will present its final program
of the season, with past and present scholarship recipients performing, on Wednesday, May 18, at 10 a.m. at the First Baptist
Church, 170 Elm Street in Westfield.
Drude Sparre Roessler, mezzo-soprano,
will perform Four Sonnets by Jean Berger
with poetry by Luis De Camones, translated
from the Portuguese by Loraine Noel Finley.
The sonnets are entitled “Although the
Ancient Poets, Where Can Mine Eyes Look,
All My Life, and O Lovely Eyes.” Marie-

GETTING CRAFTY…Students can
chose from among 30 separate arts and
crafts classes at the 2005 Westfield Summer Workshop.

Danièle Mercier will accompany on piano.
David Bhasin, a violin performance
major and graduate of New York University, will perform Cesar Franck’s Sonata
for Violin and Piano in A Major. Sheryl
Lee will accompany on piano.
Elizabeth Anne Grausso, a flute performance major and graduate of Vanderbilt
University, will perform the Carmen Fantasy by François Borne. Ms. Mercier will
accompany her on the piano.
The program is free of charge and
open to the public.
The Musical Club of Westfield provides scholarships to aid college students
who are majoring in music and indicate
financial need.
To become an active or associate member, please call the membership chairperson at (908) 232-2173.

Coming Soon in A&E:
• Dancer and actress Caroline
Yost of Westfield;
• Review of latest Choral Art
Society concert;
• Junior League Literary Luncheon attended;
• A new Book Nook column;
• District Art Show in
Westfield P
ublic Schools rreePublic
viewed.
•M
or
tars
Mor
oree “Local SStars
tars”” – Ther
Theree
are so many!

550 entries from across the state, Gabrielle
has been invited to read her poetry as part of
the biennial Dodge Poetry Festival to be
held in 2006.This is the second time Gabrielle
has achieved this honor, having been a
contest winner as a sophomore and reading
her poetry at the 2004 Dodge Festival.
Gabrielle also authored one of the 70 pieces
selected from among 5,000 entries this year
by Susquehanna University for publication
in The Apprentice Writer, their publication
featuring the writing and artwork of high
school students from across the United States.
The daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Steven
Falco of Fanwood, Gabrielle capped her
year of writing honors by being selected to
the prestigious Governor’s School of the
Arts, which she will attend this summer at
The College of New Jersey in Ewing.

WF School Art Show
To O
pen M
ay 17-19
Open
May
WESTFIELD — The 21st annual Westfield Public School District’s
Fine Arts Show, which will be held in the
Westfield High School varsity gymnasium from Tuesday, May 17, to Thursday, May 19, will be open to the public.
A sampling of artwork by students
representing all nine public schools and
grades ranging from kindergarten
through 12 will be on display at the
annual show.
On May 17 and Wednesday, May 18,
the artwork can be viewed from 9 a.m. to
4 p.m., and in the evening from 7:30 p.m.
to 9 p.m. Visitors are also welcomed on
May 19, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Paintings, two-dimensional artwork,
ceramic, crafts, computerized art and
other work of Westfield Public School
students will be displayed.
Dr. Linda King, Supervisor of Fine
Arts, noted that the annual exhibit has
become “an outstanding cultural event in
this community. The art show is a wonderful opportunity to exhibit hundreds
of various art media created by our talented students under the direction of
dedicated art educators.”

Page 24

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

Thursday, May 12, 2005

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

LOCAL STAR
ARSS

Coffee Intoxicated, Derailed Stayed
On Right Track at WestFilm Festival
By MICHELLE HELEN Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – On May 2 and 9,
Westfield’s Rialto Theatre served as the
backdrop for the wildly successful Third
Annual WestFilm Festival, drawing amateur and seasoned filmmakers, their
friends and enthusiastic residents.
Audiences were overwhelmingly impressed by Coffee, a short directed by
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPFHS) student Jon Lorenzini, as well
as Derailed, a thriller directed by Alex
Forstenhausler and edited by Seth
Applebaum, Westfield High School
(WHS) students.
Jon’s film begins at a convenience store,
where the main character is chatting with
his girlfriend (actually, she’s doing all of
the talking) as they get some coffee.
Jon shares with the audience, “This girl
just talks and talks” as he watches her
ramble on about the college admissions
process. He compares her to pop star
Ashlee Simpson – nails down a chalkboard – and jokes, “Lucky she’s not a mute
or her hands would fall off by now!”
The audience is taken back to events
that happened before the convenience
store scene, when Jon’s alarm goes off at 8
a.m. and he chooses to sleep until noon
instead.Time literally flies by on the digital
alarm clock as Led Zeppelin’s hypnotic
“D’yer Mak’er” plays in the background,
setting the audience up for Jon’s surreal
experiences with coffee-drinking which
bring on jittery and zombie-like states.
When asked about the premise for his
short, Coffee, Jon told The Westfield

Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times, “Everyone is convinced that coffee
gives them special powers. Seeing my movie
up on the big screen was an awesome
experience. When you show a film to your
friends they’re laughing at all the right
times, but of course, they’re your friends.
But, here there were strangers laughing at
all the right parts and appreciating the film.
That was an amazing feeling.”
Planning to major or at least minor in
film at Pennsylvania State University,
Jon has made shorts before. As for a career
in filmmaking, he said, “I’ll just go where
it takes me.”
Derailed, a spectacular whodunit, which
revolves around three multi-faceted characters who witness a murder set at the
Westfield train station, kept the audience
rapt by the circumstances beyond the characters’ control.The outcome was eerie and
unexpected and the actors, Chloé
Zeitounian, Jeff Hogan, Chris Hild, Jon
Applebaum, did a marvelous job.
“I want to thank all of the actors,” Alex
said. “Without them, it wouldn’t have
come out the way it did.”
A devoted fan of Alfred Hitchcock,
Alex noted that “everyone seemed to like
it,” and he has been approached by
audience members for copies of the film,
which also featured scenes from the
Westfield Police Department.
Derailed was written, revealed Alex,
during the first marking period, cast during the second marking period and editing was done during the filming process.
This summer, Alex will attend the
New York Film Academy in Princeton,
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WESTFIELD – The Choral Art
Society of New Jersey, Inc. will perform
Luigi Cherubini’s Requiem in C Minor
and George Frederic Handel’s Coronation Anthem No. 1, Zadok the Priest on
Saturday, May 14, at 8 p.m. at The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield.
The evening’s program will also feature the Advanced Chorus of The New
Jersey Youth Chorus, directed by Patricia
Joyce.
James Little, Musical Director of the
Society, will conduct the evening’s performance. The Choral Art Society Orchestra
will accompany the chorus. Phillip Steffani
will accompany the New Jersey Youth
Chorus.
Cherubini was commissioned to write
a requiem commemorating the anniver-

sary of Louis XVI’s execution and it was
first performed on January 21, 1817.
The Requiem in C Minor is scored for a
conventional orchestra and chorus – no
soloists.
The New Jersey Youth Chorus will
perform Dome Epais by Leo Delibes,
Alleluia, Amen by Randal Thompson,
Niska Banja, a Serbian gypsy dance arranged by Nick Page, My Lagan Love, a
traditional Irish song arranged by Michael
Neaum, Ain’t That News, arranged by
Stephen Hatfield, Prayer of the Children by Kurt Bestor, Give Us Hope by
Jim Papoulis, and Priase His Holy Name
by Keith Hampton.
Tickets may be purchased at the door
for $15, general admission, or $10 for
senior citizens and students.

Michelle Helen Le Poidevin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HE RUNS THE SHOW...Peter Paul Basler, one of the co-founders of WestFilm and
the director of The Tomorrow Project, chatted with filmmakers and audience members
during festival.

where he also studied last summer. He
hopes to major in film at New York
University and become a director.
Seth told The Leader/Times, “Seeing
all of our hard work come together at the
end and receiving so much praise for it
was the most rewarding part of the entire
experience.”
He continued, “I couldn’t have been
more satisfied with the final product.
The audience seemed to really be into the
movie. As my dad told me, ‘It was so silent
in the theater that you could hear a pin
drop. The audience was hanging on
every word.’”
“This was my first time making a
movie of this length. In the past, I had
made short movies of about three or five
minutes, but they didn’t entail nearly as
much preparation and commitment as
this did. Making a movie of this length
and caliber was a real test of organization
and preparation,” Seth noted.
“In the early stages of making the
movie, Alex and I would watch clips
from movies and listen to soundtracks for
any form of inspiration,” he added. “As
the shooting of the movie progressed,
many more subplots were developing
than were in the original script. By the
end of the shooting and editing of the
movie, much of the original script had
been either revised or removed completely, along with the addition of new
scenes and twists in the story.”
“I plan on making movies for each
WestFilm until I graduate,” Seth said. “I
hope that each year my skills will improve
and my movies will get better and bet-
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Photo Courtesy of Nancy Little of the New Jersey Youth Chorus

CONCERT THIS WEEKEND…The Advanced Chorus of the New Jersey Youth
Chorus, directed by Patricia Joyce, will perform seven special arrangements at the
Choral Art Society of New Jersey’s concert this Saturday, May 14, at 8 p.m. at The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield.
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THE CHORAL ART SOCIETY OF NEW JERSEY
James S. Little–Director
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equiem Mass

Rq

in C Minor
by Luigi Cherubini

CoronationAnthem
Zadok the Priest
by G.F. Handel

SCO
TCH PL
AINS – The Scotch
SCOT
PLAINS
Plains & Fanwood Arts Association will
sponsor a spring bus trip on Wednesday,
June 8, to the Brooklyn Museum of Art
to see “Monet and His Contemporaries:
On the Thames.” A tour of the New York
Botanical Garden will also be included.
Reservations must be made by Wednesday, May 25.
The exhibition contains over 75 works
from Monet’s series of London paintings, as well as artwork by his contemporaries.
The bus will depart from the Scotch
Plains Municipal Building parking lot at
8:30 a.m. and will return around 4:30
p.m.
The cost of the trip is $25, which
includes the bus fare and admission to
the museum. Entry to the Botanical
Garden is not included. For reservations
and more information, please call Anne
Gibbons at (908) 232-2631.

Into the

ter.”
There were a few stand-out WestFilm
submittals presented on the second
evening of the festival, namely A Lot To
Ask, a short by Tamir Mostafa and the
feature-length documentary, Unknown
Soldier – Searching For A Father, which
was recently acquired by HBO. The
Rialto’s foyer was packed to the gills with
viewers especially eager to see Unknown.
Although the sound was poor, A Lot
To Ask focused on a topic everyone can
relate to – how do you move on and find
love again when your ex keeps haunting
you … literally? Ah, we’ve all been there,
but the filmmaker filled the screen with
interesting dialogue, intriguing characters and a delightful resolution. It was
almost reminiscent of Eternal Sunshine
of the Spotless Mind minus the scientific
mind-erasing or haircolor changes.
On both evenings, WestFilm audiences were also treated to the world premiere of Westfield resident Sam Freeman’s
Unholy, starring Adrienne Barbeau and
“Buffy the Vampire Slayer’s” Nicholas
Brendon. Scenes for the film were shot
on Hillcrest Avenue in early February.
A Walk Home, a short by Colonia
filmmaker Patrick Buonincontri, kept
audiences in suspense and evoked strong
sentiment as viewers watched a youngster taunted by two other boys who
confronted him on a playground. The
background is filled with the sounds of
chirping birds and swarming bees as the
lad clenches and loosens his fists and he
tries not to cry during the torment. What
fate will befall the youngster? Mr.
Buonincontri, an aspiring film writer,
takes the audience on an emotional
rollercoaster that is worth the trip.
WHS student Rachel Gordon gave
viewers some things to smile about
and ponder during her short, RedHaired Boy, which starred students
Michael Tannenbaum and Lindsay
Degiralamo.
Using familiar backdrops like
Mindowaskin Park, Rachel dynamically
illustrated the life of lonely boy, virtually
ignored by his peers and parents, who
eventually meet a happy-go-lucky gal,
Suzie, who lifts his spirits and fills his
emptiness. She even makes him green
pancakes, which are so different from the
bland ones he cooked up for his teddy
bear, who took off for medical school.
Genuinely cute film.
SPFHS film teacher and WestFilm cofounder William McMeekan, Jr.’s tribute to firefighters competing in athletic
events, Eighth World Firefighter Games,
was tremendously inspirational and
showed younger filmmakers what years
of seasoned and professional film study
Continued on P
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WESTFIELD — The Fall of Rain, an Markowski as Adam Baker, Zal Spialter as
original musical incorporating Tony Dracula, and Gina Castrorao as Anita.
award-winning Broadway songs, which Supporting cast are Maurice Blackmon,
has been written, proKristin Agüero, Jennifer
duced and directed by
Kujawski, Andrea GorWestfield High School
don, Christina Collucci,
(WHS) senior Jeff Hogan,
Nick Williams, Danielle
will be presented at
Frogley, Greg Nelson,
Roosevelt Intermediate
Patrina Caruana and
School on Thursday, May
Ellen Scariati.
19, at 4 p.m. and Friday,
The remaining enMay 20, at 7 p.m.
semble members are AlThis astonishing and
exandria Ann Brummell,
affecting love story, with
Mike Burns, Jonathan
its dramatic heartbreakChananie, Max Lazar,
ing conclusion, will transTim Mathews, Lauren
port audiences to an exMiceli, Mia Pafumi, Luke
otic time and place.
Ricci, Lindsay Ryan,
Jeff Hogan
At WHS, Jeff particiLaura Schwab, Katlin
pates in high school drama classes, Con- Swadosh, Michael Tannenbaum,
cert Choir, Choraleers and Chorale.
Danielle Tepper and Annie Valentine.
Fall of Rain, which started as a senior
Technical support includes set design,
project, has taken new meaning and has scenic artistry, and costumes by Jess
transcended into a benefit for The Na- Ropars. Greg Ryan manages lights, and
tional Stroke Association. Admission is Julia Korn handles props. Musical direcfree, but donations are gladly accepted. tors are Maurice Blackmon and Steve
Major cast members include Chloé Markowski, and Kristin Agüero is the
Zeitounian as Sheila Forrester, Steve choreographer.
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WESTFIELD – Philip Kim and
Maggie Lee, members of the Westfield
High School (WHS) senior class, have been
honored for their art by the Alliance for
Young Artists and Writers Corporation, a
non-profit organization dedicated to honoring the work of young artists and writers.
The Gold Portfolio Medal, representing the highest level of achievements in
the competition, has been awarded to
Philip, who entered a portfolio consisting of eight pieces of his artwork. Only
five other students in the nation achieved
this high-ranking distinction.
In addition to having his work exhib-

Writing Awards program since it was
founded in 1923 to acknowledge and
support talented students who have
demonstrated exceptional achievement
and promise as young writers and artists.
Scholarships and awards totaling $20
million have been bestowed upon the
two million who have participated in the
program.
“Philip and Maggie have the potential
and motivation to excel in any field of art
they choose,” commented their WHS art
teacher Timothy Stumbers.
“They have worked hard to get where
they are and exemplify the kind of suc-

CREATIVE GENIUS...Westfield High School (WHS) Principal Dr. Robert Petix, left,
poses with WHS art teacher Timothy Stumbers, far right, as they congratulate Maggie
Lee and Philip Kim on their Scholastic Art Awards.

ited at the Diane von Furstenberg Studio
in New York City, Philip will also receive
a Silver Award for a separate entry and a
scholarship in the amount of $10,000 at
an awards ceremony to be held at
Carnegie Hall on Thursday, June 2.
Maggie’s work, a mixed media piece
entitled, “Health or Greed?” earned her
a Gold Key Award. Her artwork was one
of 767 selected for an award from over
2,000 regional entries.
As a recipient of this award, Maggie
now qualifies to advance to the national
level of competition where she will have
the opportunity to win a scholarship and
have her works exhibited.
Approximately 12 million students
have participated in the Scholastic Art &

cess that willing students working in an
artistically dynamic environment can experience,” he added.
WHS Principal Dr. Robert Petix said,
“We are very proud of Philip Kim and
Maggie Lee for their exceptional accomplishments and congratulate them for
the awards they have received.”
He added, “Their success serves also
as a reminder about the importance of
studying the fine arts and the value
which the Westfield school district
places on providing students with these
kinds of experiences as part of their
education.”

Musicians N
eeded
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WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Community Concert Band, under
the direction of Dr. Thomas
Connors, is putting the final touches
on their 93rd Season of Summer
Concerts in Mindowaskin Park.
The Westfield Community Concert Band has openings for experienced musicians on the tuba and
double reed instruments.
Musicians must be available for
rehearsals on Wednesday evenings
from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. at the Community Room in the Westfield Municipal Building.
Interested musicians should contact Dr. Connors at (908) 737-4327.
The Westfield Community Concert
Band is sponsored by the Westfield
Recreation Department, Bruce
Kaufmann, Director.

WESTFIELD ARTWORK…Westfield
artist Joan Dreyer will have work, such as the
piece pictured, above, juried in the New
Jersey/New York Surface Design Exhibit.
The show, which will open on Wednesday,
May 25, at the Phoenix Gallery, 210 11th
Avenue at 25th Street, Suite 902 in New York
City, will run through Saturday, June 18. A
reception will be held on Thursday, May 26,
from 6 to 8 p.m., and the exhibit will also be
featured at www.sdaexhibit.homestead.com.
Participating award-winning artists will demonstrate many fields of fiber art, such as
basket-making, sculpture, art quilts, mixed
media, and more.
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CAS Chorus and Orchestra
~ also featuring ~

New Jersey Youth Choir
Patricia C. Joyce, Director
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SATURDAY , M AY 14, 2005– 8:00 P.M.
T HE P RESBYTERIAN C HURCH IN W ESTFIELD . M OUNTAIN A VENUE AT B ROAD S TREET
$15 / $10 . T ICKETS A VAILABLE AT THE D OOR . F OR I NFORMATION C ALL 908-654-5737
W HEELCHAIR A CCESSIBLE
Funding has been made possible in part by the New Jersey State Council on the Arts, Department of State,
a partner agency of the National Endowment for the Arts, through a grant administered by the Union County
Division of Cultural and Heritage Affairs.
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CHORAL LEADER…In late April, Matt Forman of Scotch Plains, conductor of the
Wardlaw-Hartridge Choral Arts Society, leads his peers as they sing for residents at
the Genesis Eldercare nursing facility in Westfield. Last year, Matt developed the
teen group. Vocal and instrumental soloists helped round out the program of music
from various time periods. The students have also slated a performance for residents
of Sunrise Assisted Living in Westfield.
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