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Council to Hear BOE Budget
Cut Proposal Tuesday Night
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader

PARK BEAUTY AND SERENITY…A couple on the bench last Sunday enjoy the
moment now that spring has sprung in Mindowaskin Park in Westfield. Gorgeous
magnolia trees in full bloom, along with other flora and fauna, with a backsplash of
the flowing fountain in the center of the pond, bedazzle residents and passersby.

WESTFIELD — The chairman of
the town council’s Finance Policy
Committee, Peter Echausse, said Tuesday night that he anticipates the committee making a detailed recommendation on a proposed reduction in the
school tax levy at the council’s Tuesday, May 10 conference meeting.
Voters narrowly rejected the
Westfield Board of Education (BOE)
proposed $66 million tax levy on April
19 by a margin of 1,528 to 1,463. It
was the first time a town school budget
had been defeated since 1994.
The defeated budget is now before
the council for review and consider-

ation. The governing body has until
Thursday, May 19, to make a final
determination on what, if anything,
will be cut from the $77 million school
spending plan.
Councilman Echausse said the
committee has met three times on the
school budget issue. The first was a
kick off meeting attended by Mayor
Greg McDermott, Councilman
Echausse, BOE President Anne
Riegel, Superintendent of Schools Dr.
William Foley, and BOE Business
Administrator and Board Secretary
Robert Berman.
The finance committee also met
separately with the town’s auditor. On
Monday, the council and BOE finance

Seneca Place Subdivision Unanimously Denied
By Planning Bd. After Months of Testimony
By KIMBERLY BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — After four long
meetings and hours of testimony, the
Westfield Planning Board unanimously denied the proposed subdivision at 254 Seneca Place during its
regularly scheduled monthly meeting, held Monday evening.
According to Russell Finestein,
attorney for the board, Jay Boyle and
Matt Nilsen dismissed themselves
from voting on the application on his
advice. Mr. Finestein stated that because the applicant, Joseph
Buontempo, had contacted both men

by telephone outside of the meeting
proceedings, he advised them to not
be involved with the voting.
Applicants Mr. Buontempo and
Jean Genievich were seeking approval
for a major subdivision, which would
create two new building lots from an
existing single lot. The applicants
were seeking to demolish the house
at 254 Seneca Place to construct two
new, single-family homes. The applicant was also seeking to build a
right of way (ROW) for the houses.
Many neighbors, who were present
at all four meetings in November,
December and April, as well as Mon-

day evening, expressed their opposition to the application.
Those opposing the application
were concerned with drainage issues
and expressed an interest in protecting the character of the neighborhood. Many neighbors expressed
concern over loosing trees.
Attorney Tom Walsh, who is legally representing his neighborhood,
addressed the board asking why

By DAVID GIALANELLA

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

WESTFIELD — Despite a formidable showing by residents opposed
to the proposal, the Westfield Board
of Adjustment last Thursday night
unanimously approved Temple
Emanu-El’s application to construct
a parking lot on an adjacent property.
The board’s denial of a similar application in December of 2003 was
followed by a lawsuit by the temple
against the Town of Westfield.
The plans call for a 121-space parking lot with 63.8 percent coverage, as
opposed to 50 percent prescribed by
ordinances. A side-yard shed will also
be allowed, contrary to ordinances.
The board came to look more favorably upon the application because
of an amended list of conditions with
which the temple agrees, should the
board deem them necessary.

Attorney John Schmidt, who represents Temple Emanu-El, explained
the conditions: that rear kitchen doors
would remain closed during evening
events and that garbage would not be
taken out until the morning after such
an event. The temple also agreed that
garbage collection would be prohibited before 8 a.m., which the temple’s
waste company has agreed to in writing.
Also, non-religious events will be
limited to 12 per year and will not be
allowed to extend past midnight. The
temple would determine the necessity of police presence for events of
any nature.
The temple agreed that it will turn
off as many parking lot lights as possible after hours, except as deemed
necessary by the police, and that the
lights will use low-intensity bulbs.
The board added the condition that

Chamber Chairman Richard Fromkin Closing
South Avenue Store and Moving to Maine
By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — A myriad of factors have reportedly contributed to
Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce (WACC) Chairman Richard
Fromkin’s decision to close his South
Avenue home furnishings store,
Westfield Interiors, and move to
Maine.
Mr. Fromkin, who described himself as formerly being the most visible, vocal proponent of building parking garages in Westfield, cited spending more time with his twin grandsons, who live out of state, as the
main reason for relocating.
However, when asked whether such
issues as the defeat of the town’s
parking deck referendum, skyrocketing costs for renting retail space and
ever increasing property taxes also
influenced his decision, he replied,
“Absolutely. But, I don’t want this to
sound like sour grapes.”
Mr. Fromkin is also a board member of the Downtown Westfield Corporation, and his family has been in
the home furnishing business in Huntington, Long Island, since 1964.
When Mr. Fromkin first visited
Westfield several years ago as a sales
representative for Lexington Furniture, he fell in love with the “main
street” community atmosphere, noting similarities to his hometown in
Long Island.
In 2001, he opened Westfield Interiors on South Avenue in Westfield
and joined the WACC.
“I wanted to help revitalize the
Chamber of Commerce and become
an advocate for local merchants,” Mr.
Fromkin stated.
He reported that local merchants
like himself face a host of challenges,

enue,” he remarked.
And while he had
hoped Westfield’s
original two parking
deck plan would have
helped bring more
shoppers into south
side businesses, he
believes other tasks
could have been undertaken to help alleviate the parking
problem, such as posting “Free Parking After 12 Noon” signs in
the lot across from his
store.
“When you’re paying $40 or $50 per
square foot for retail
space, you have to
bring in a certain
Christie Storms for The Westfield Leader
CHAMBER CHAIRMAN MOVING…Richard amount of people
Fromkin, Chairman of the Westfield Area Chamber of daily who are spendCommerce, is closing his Westfield Interiors store on ing money just to
South Avenue and moving to Maine.
cover that cost,” Mr.
Fromkin explained.
citing competition from the Internet “Then there’s your electric bill, payand “big box” stores such as Home ing your employees, plus making a
Goods and Marshalls which sell simi- profit.”
lar merchandise at discounted prices.
While Mr. Fromkin stated that his
He also speculated that many local business was not currently in jeopresidents pay such high mortgages ardy due to the aforementioned facand property taxes that there is little tors, he said he might have stayed if
money left for big spending.
things had turned out differently. What
Mr. Fromkin believes the lack of was most disappointing, in Mr.
ample parking areas greatly affect Fromkin’s opinion, wasn’t the defeat
businesses, lamenting that the South of the parking deck plans themselves,
Avenue merchants in particular have but the mean-spirited behavior of
little shopper traffic.
some of those involved.
“No one walks down South AvMr. Fromkin is currently vacating
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all merchandise in his store at reduced prices, while the WACC’s
nominating committee is working to
select worthy candidates to run for
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Police Officer
Suspended Over
Voided Ticket
By ANNA GITHENS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

these bulbs could not be replaced by
higher wattage bulbs in the future.
The temple also agreed to work
with Town Engineer Kenneth Marsh,
his landscaping expert, and Town
Planner Blaise Brancheau to come up
with a suitable landscaping plan as
soon as possible to shield neighboring lots from headlights, and a suitable drainage plan as well.
The new, one-way entrance driveway would be 16 feet in width, as
opposed to the 20 feet originally proposed.
Snow piled from plowing would
only be on the pavement of the parking lot. The board stipulated that such
piles be located as far away from the
rear yard as possible due to drainage
problems in that area of the property.
The temple agreed that on January
15 of every year, a self-certification
must be submitted evaluating the
temple’s continued compliance with
conditions of the application. They
also agreed to maintain the caretaker’s
house on the property for a period of
10 years, and cannot seek to demolish
the house within that time period.
The board agreed to recommend to
the town council that more widespread parking restrictions be instituted on both sides of East Broad
Street in the temple’s vicinity to allow greater visibility to drivers enter-

WESTFIELD– Westfield police
officer Sandra Chambers has been
suspended for allegedly “fixing” a
$20 parking ticket.
Westfield Police Chief Bernard
Tracy confirmed, “The matter was
received by the police department.
It was investigated and appropriate
measures will be taken.”
Officer Chambers was suspended
with pay, which is the normal process in matters such as these, according to Westfield Town Administrator Jim
Gildea. “She
(Chambers) has
been charged
internally and
has elected to
fight
those
charges,” said
Mr. Gildea. He
further reported Sandra Chambers
that there would
be an examination with a hearing
officer, prosecutor and an attorney.
Attorney Hassen Abdellah is representing Officer Chambers. The
firm of Appuzzi, McDermott,
Mastro and Murphy will provide
counsel for the police department.
“Determination by the hearing
officer will be based on the evidence presented. All I can say is
that I hope the results are fair and
honest,” added Mr. Gildea. The
hearing will take place on Wednesday, May 11.
The irony of the situation, according to Mr. Abdellah, is that the
allegations arose when Officer
Chambers went to the chief to tell
him about a situation she had been
advised of. “Someone came to her
complaining because they were uncomfortable with another situation,”
he said.
“The position they are seeking is
removal, primarily because of the
parking ticket,” her lawyer said.
According to Mr. Abdellah, her son
was driving the car, but the parking
ticket shows that the car ticketed is
registered to Ms. Chambers.
A veteran police officer appointed
on April 16, 1995, Ms. Chambers
was the first woman to join the
Westfield Police Department, having attended the John H. Stamler
Police Academy in Scotch Plains.
Ms. Chambers was originally assigned to the Patrol Division.
In January 1999, she was assigned
to the Union County Narcotics
Strike Force for six months and
served as an undercover officer as
well. In November 2001, Ms.
Chambers was promoted to detective, 1/G, and assigned to the
department’s juvenile bureau.
Mr. Abdellah believes that Ms.
Chambers has been singled out for
discrimination because she is an
African-American as well as a
woman. The person who dismissed
Officer Chambers’ citation is still
working at the police department.
“At this point, a hostile working
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Board Okays Temple Lot Despite
Wide Neighborhood Opposition
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ENJOYING THE RIDE…Westfield High School (WHS) boys tennis Head Coach
George Kapner smiles as he watches the efforts of his second doubles team of
Andrew Levy and Jack Trimble in the finals of the Union County Tournament on
April 29. Westfield won the team title. On April 26, Mr. Kapner got career win No.
740 (soccer, tennis, swimming) to break the WHS all-time record of 739 set by the
legendary Gary Kehler.

Westfield would want to set a precedent by granting the applicant permission to put a rural street within the
town. He stated, “This is not a typical
subdivision. It doesn’t benefit the
neighbors or the town. The town
would have one more street to maintain and plow.”
He stated that the only one that
would benefit from having this new

committees held a joint meeting.
“I would say the process has been
extremely open. It has been detailed.
It has been amicable,” said Councilman Echausse. “At this juncture, we
do not have a final recommendation
in which I can expand on right now.”
He said that once the council’s finance committee receives final information from Dr. Foley and Mr.
Berman, “we will have a detailed
recommendation” to present to the
full council. The proposal, he said,
will be made at the May 10 meeting.
Councilman Echausse told The
Westfield Leader that BOE officials
should make a recommendation on
what the new tax levy should be which
can be presented to the council’s finance committee.
“It’s their budget,” said Councilman Echausse.
He said the committee will then
present a “recommendation to lower
the tax levy” to the full council.
In other business, the suspension
of Westfield Police Detective Sandra
Chambers for allegedly fixing a parking ticket drew an angry response
from one resident.
“In my opinion, the Westfield Police Department has reached an alltime low. To suspend an officer of
Detective Chambers’ caliber over a
parking summons is reprehensible,”
said Cyriese Downer of Tamaques

SIXTY CENTS

BOE Recognizes Mary Dura;
Hears About New Curriculum
By ED COONEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Board of Education (BOE) honored
Mary Dura, a first grade teacher at
Wilson Elementary School, with the
prestigious Philhower Award during
a special ceremony held at Wilson
Tuesday night.
At the end of the meeting, Board
President Anne Riegel took time to
thank parents for their feedback regarding the recent defeat of the BOE’s
proposed 2005-2006 budget.
She said the board would, “summarize the feedback in a meaningful
way” sometime in the future.
Mrs. Dura is the 13th recipient of
the award, sponsored by the Rotary
Club of Westfield and named after
Charles Philhower, who was principal at Wilson when the school opened
its doors in 1934.
The award is given each year to an
outstanding elementary school teacher
in the Westfield school district. Many
of Mrs. Dura’s students and their parents, as well as many of her colleagues,
attended the ceremony.
Wilson Principal, Dr. Andrew Perry,
began the proceedings by commending Mrs. Dura on “the special way she
combines so many fine qualities” that

are found in other Westfield teachers.
A number of Mrs. Dura’s colleagues
and students read letters of nomination for the award received on Mrs.
Dura’s behalf. Letters from students
described her as “the best teacher
ever” and recalled how “she always
made me laugh.”
One letter said, “I wish I had Mrs.
Dura every year.” A letter from a

parent noted her ability to “inspire
and affect” her students.
Mrs. Dura then addressed the
crowd, stressing a need for family
traditions and recounting stories from
her years as a teacher.
Mrs. Riegel presented Mrs. Dura
with a resolution marking the occasion.
Following the award ceremony, the
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader

OUT WITH THE OLD…The older home at 114 Nelson Place in Westfield is
removed Tuesday to make way for a new home to be built by Villani Construction.
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SWEARING-IN…Westfield Board of Education attorney Richard Kaplow, far
right, presides over the swearing-in of newly-elected members to the board prior
to the public meeting on April 26. Pictured with Mr. Kaplow, right to left, are:
Alice Hunnicutt, Gary McCready, Ann Ormsby Cary, Board Secretary and
Business Administrator Robert Berman and Board President Anne Riegel.
During the ceremony, Mrs. Hunnicutt, Mr. McCready and Mrs. Cary read the
oath of office to begin their three-year terms.

Board OK’s Temple Lot Despite
Wide Neighborhood Opposition
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

ing and exiting the parking lot.
Several members of the public attended the meeting both in support of
and in opposition to the proposal.
“Above all other rights is the freedom of religion,” said Westfield resident Gary Mandelblatt. “This proposal
provides an overall benefit to the community.”
“It doesn’t matter if it’s Temple
Emanu-El, or the White House or the
Vatican,” said Dave Hall of Topping
Hill Road, who was concerned that a
parking lot would affect the
neighborhood’s character. “It’s in a residential neighborhood.”
Michele Albano of Fairacres Avenue
claimed there had been insufficient dialogue between the town and concerned
citizens, since the application was usually discussed in executive session due
to the litigation matter.
But Town Attorney Robert Cockren
called the assertion “simply not true,”
and said there were sufficient opportunities for residents to voice their concerns.
“We were shut off,” James Hay of
Jefferson Avenue said, in agreement with
Mrs. Albano, and suggested that the
Town Council had “nudged” the board
toward approving the application.
Warren Hanscom of East Broad Street

was one of the few neighbors attending
who supports the proposal.
“I don’t like change,” he admitted,
“but this is a religious institution.”
Mr. Hanscom emphasized how the
temple benefits the neighborhood and
the town.
Other citizens indicated that they
were not convinced that the temple is a
good neighbor.
Jay Stryker of Jefferson Avenue said
that temple-goers walk through his yard
to get to their cars, leaving cigarette
butts on his property. He also said he
has been parked in and out of his driveway.
Dominic Fontana of Tremont Avenue also questioned the temple’s neighborliness, saying, “Good neighbors
don’t sue you when they don’t get their
way.”
“We are all neighbors,” said Gail
Friedman of Settlers Lane, explaining that temple-goers live in the neighborhood, too. “It is not an ‘us against
them’ situation; it’s an ‘us against
us.’”
Board Chairman William Heinbokel
said that he hoped last Wednesday’s
meeting could be a “jumping-off point”
for improved communication between

residents, and between residents and
the town.

Visit Liberty Hall For These Exciting Events

Sunday, May 8
Mother’s Day Tea and Victorian Fashion Show

Saturday, May 14
Garden Photography Workshop

Weekend, June 4 & 5
The British are Coming!
A commemoration of Battle of Connecticut Farms

Saturday, June 25
Firehouse Museum, Grand Opening
Tea every Wednesday afternoon.
10% discount with advertisement, excluding Tea.

1003 Morris Avenue, Union • 908-527-0400
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Traffic Committee
Meeting Scheduled

Town Council

WESTFIELD — The Town Council’s
Public Safety, Transportation and Parking Committee and the town’s Citizens
Traffic Advisory Committee will hold a
follow-up community outreach meeting
on Monday, May 9, in the Community
Room of the Municipal Building to hear
initial findings and recommendations
from Keller & Kirkpatrick, the traffic and
engineer consulting firm the town hired.
Areas to be discussed will be Woodland Avenue, 7 p.m.; McKinley School
area, 7:45 p.m.; Central Avenue and Clover Street intersection and Bailiff Avenue, 8:30 p.m.
A similar meeting was held last
Wednesday to discuss Tuttle Parkway
and North Avenue, the Franklin School
area, and the Lawrence Avenue and East
Dudley Avenue and Walnut Street intersections.
The follow-up meetings are based in
part on public input presented at two
initial community outreach meetings held
in March. The safety improvement plan
will be generated for each of the eight
traffic safety hot spots “once all comments are assembled and a consensus is
reached,” according to a press release
issued by the traffic committees.
The final plan will be presented to the
town council for review at a public meeting to be held Tuesday, May 10.

Way.
“What about the others involved? Certainly there are at least three other people
that should be under investigation, as
well as suspended, until the matter has
been fully investigated,” said Ms. Downer.
Ms. Downer said that Detective Chambers had “actively tried to elevate the
image of the police to the community.”
“I, as well as many other people I have
spoken to, are outraged and extremely
disappointed in the way this has been
handled,” said Ms. Downer, “and I personally question that Detective Chambers would be able to have a fair and
impartial internal investigation.”
Town Administrator Jim Gildea told
Ms. Downer, “you do not have all the
facts.” He told The Leader after the meeting that the matter is going through the
“internal affairs process,” which is essentially a grievance process. He said the
council couldn’t comment on the matter
because it has not come before the governing body at this time.
In other business, the council adopted
ordinances to initiate the collection of
assessments for the replacement of sidewalks from the town’s 2002 and 2003
residential sidewalk replacement programs. Residents and the town split the
cost of the program.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Seneca Place Subdivision
Unanimously Denied By Bd.

A Watchung Communications, Inc. Publication

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER
SATURDAY, APRIL 23
George R. Hirtzel, 43, of Scotch Plains
was arrested at West Broad Street and
Rahway Avenue and charged with driving while intoxicated. He was released on
his own recognizance to a responsible
adult.
John Mihlik, 39, of Scotch Plains was
arrested and charged with hindering apprehension. He is alleged to have given
police a false name and date of birth after
being stopped for a routine motor vehicle
violation on Driftway Place.
Mihlik, also wanted on an outstanding
contempt of court warrant for $1,000
from Freehold, was held pending posting
of bail.
Three individuals, two males and one
female, are believed responsible for the
theft of approximately $1,000 in cash
from a business in the 300 block of East
South Avenue.
One of the male suspects asked to
purchase phone cards and, after being
handed them, fled the store with the owner
in pursuit. The other two suspects then
took the cash and also fled, authorities
believe.
All three are described as Hispanic.
The female suspect was said to be five
feet and three inches tall, with red hair.
One of the male suspects was said to be
five feet and eight inches to five feet and
10 inches tall, with black hair and a thin
build. The other was described as five feet
and three inches to five feet and five
inches tall, with dark hair and a heavy
build.

SUNDAY, APRIL 24
Bruce Alfano, 45, of Union was arrested in the 700 block of Central Avenue
and charged with driving while intoxicated, pursuant to an accident investigation. Alfano was released on his own
recognizance to a responsible adult.
THURSDAY, APRIL 28
Sean Cooper, 22, of Union was arrested in Aberdeen and charged with theft
by deception and passing bad checks. He
is alleged to have given two checks in
excess of $600 at an East Broad Street
store. Cooper, who also was wanted on
active contempt of court warrants from
Union Beach, Bridgewater and Clark,
was held in lieu of bail.
James Connors, 18, of Yonkers, N.Y.
was arrested at Sandra Circle and charged
with criminal trespass, criminal mischief
and harassment. He allegedly dug up part
of a homeowner’s driveway on April 26
after the homeowner turned down his two
earlier offers to do driveway resurfacing.
Connors was released with summonses.
James Case, 47, of Westfield was arrested in the 500 block of North Avenue,
East, and charged with driving while
intoxicated. He was released on his own
recognizance to a responsible adult.
SUNDAY, MAY 1
Anthony G. Liaci, 53, of Scotch Plains
was arrested at West Broad Street and
Lamberts Mill Road and charged with
possession of less than 50 grams of suspected marijuana and possession of drug
paraphernalia. He was released on his
own recognizance with summonses.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

rural road would be the applicant.
Testifying on behalf of the application was Edward Dec, engineer for
the project, and Robert Kraus, attorney for the applicants.
Mr. Dec stated that the plans submitted were revised from their original
submission last spring and updated since
their last revision in December and April.
He noted that the main difference in this
new plan was the addition of curbing on
both sides of the road.
Mr. Kraus addressed the board stating
that his applicant was trying to deal with
a unique piece of property in the best way
possible. He noted that the applicant did
not need to apply for any variances for the
subdivision and that the lot width for both
houses would be 20 percent more than the

Mr. Fromkin
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

the position of chairman.
According to Allison O’Hara,
WACC Executive Director, the nominating committee will send notice of
selected candidates to all its members
and there will be an election in June.
“The new term begins July 1 annually, so we would have been doing this
at this time of year anyway,” Mrs.
O’Hara stated. “The new chairperson
will be someone from the board.”
Overall, Mr. Fromkin reportedly enjoyed his experience working in
Westfield, particularly chairing the
WACC. He said he will miss his early
morning walks in the center of town
and taking in the beautiful views at
Mindowaskin Park while reading the
newspaper.
In the near future, Mr. Fromkin is
looking forward to spending more time
with his family, although he doesn’t
rule out working in the furniture business or as an interior designer in Maine.
However, he doesn’t anticipate opening and managing another store.
Mr. Fromkin continues to urge
Westfield residents to support local
merchants.

ordinance calls for. He noted that this
could not be shoe-horning since both
properties met or exceeded all of the
minimums required. He also stated that
the houses in the neighborhood were all
built on flat land which is where a lot of
the drainage issues come from. He stated
that the applicant did not create the drainage issue, but was trying to help the
neighbors solve it.
When addressing the application Councilman James Foerst, who also sits on the
Planning Board, stated, “I wish to compliment Mr. Buontempo and his experts in
finding every loophole in our zoning laws
to try and have this application granted.”
He stated that he did not agree that a
rural road would be appropriate for this
neighborhood, noting that the law states
that houses occupying a rural road have to
have no less than two acres of land each
as a minimum measurement.
He noted that the applicant’s own traffic expert, Elizabeth Dolen, stated that a
cul de sac was a more appropriate alternative for this application if the space was
provided.
Planning Board member Anthony
Attanasio stated that he did not approve
of the application because of the rural
road. In prior hearings, it was noted that
the design of the road, called a hammerhead, would force emergency vehicles
and other service trucks to turn by using
someone’s driveway.
Planning Board member William Ziff
echoed disapproval of the rural road. He
stated, “I don’t know if it is in the public’s
safety to minimize the size of roads.”
PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
The Mayor and Council of the Borough
of Fanwood and the Fanwood Planning
Board have scheduled a joint special meeting on Wednesday, May 11, 2005, Mayor
and Council Chambers, 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, NJ at 7 P.M to discuss
the Transfer Development Rights Grant
that has been awarded to the Borough.
Official Action may be taken.
Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk
1 T - 5/5/05, The Times
Fee: $12.75

Police Officer Suspended
Over Voided Parking Ticket
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

environment has been created,” cited
Mr. Abdellah, “There has been no
attempt at any remedial sanction.” He
recently received documents from the
police department, stating, “They may
contain pertinent information to support my client’s position.”
Officer Chambers received the “Faith
In Westfield” award through the
Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce
in recognition for her community ser-

Board of Ed.
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

BOE heard a presentation on the new
language arts curriculum being introduced in the district. Barbara Ball, district K-8 Language Arts Supervisor,
gave the board a brief synopsis of the
two-year effort that involved 17 teachers and administrators in the Westfield
school district.
Mrs. Ball and her group of presenters, including Mrs. Dura, told the board
that the group “wanted to exceed state
standards” in the creation of this new
curriculum.
The approach involved the concept
of “balanced literacy,” said Lisa Thomas, a third grade teacher. The concept
calls for giving equal time and effort to
all aspects of a child’s needs in mastering the English language. The new curriculum will have “a great impact on all
subject areas,” according to Mrs. Thomas.
According to the presentation, it will
allow for more collaboration between
teachers and guarantee that all students
district-wide have certain core experiences. Future teachers will be able to
depend on this in planning their instruction.

vice. In 2002, she formed the Community Policing Division and was assigned
as the coordinator.
“I am surprised by the news because
her record of achievement is outstanding,” said Allison O’Hara, Executive
Director of the Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce.
Mrs. O’Hara made reference to some
of Chambers’ many accomplishments
while in the line of duty. For example,
Chambers initiated the Police Explorers
program, which is a program aimed at
getting young people involved in police
work. She also developed and coordinated a liaison program between Centennial School, Beadleston and West
Lake High Schools, operated by the
Union County Special Services Commission, the goal of which is to help
bridge the gap between the youth, the
police department and the community.
Ms. Chambers has also been involved in
the D.A.R.E. program and a mentoring
program to assist parents in the community with sons and daughters at risk.
The goal of her job, according to a
biography Mrs. O’Hara received from
Chief Tracy when Ms. Chambers was
eligible for the award, is to “bridge the
gap between the youth and the police
department in the community through
a greater understanding of the responsibilities and pressures facing each
group.”
“What has been done, has been done,”
responded Chief Tracy. “It’s an internal matter and we don’t discuss internal
matters. The matter will be conducted
in the normal process for internal affairs issues.”
“She’s been an honorable, hard working police officer,” expressed her attorney. “She loved her job, she loved her
community.”

The Sports Guys
The Westfield L
eader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
Leader

Dave
and

Fred

“We’re Looking for better lenses”
To take better shots...
If you have any laying around, reasonable, please call
Canon: 100-300 zoom; wide angle
Sports@goleader.com - (908) 232-4407

SUPPORTING OUR TROOPS…Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School National
Honor Society students plan a carnival for families of soldiers from the 250th
Battalion now in Iraq. The event will take place at the Westfield Armory on
Saturday, May 14, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Pictured, from left to right, are: Joanna
Rosenberg, Emily Wallden, Michelle Swick, Kristen Henkels and Jeff Mullen.

P E R S O N A L I N J U RY L AW

If you’re a safe driver, I can help you
save money on your car insurance. Call me today.

(908) 301-0711
Ron Bansky
715 Central Avenue Suite 10
Westfield
RonBansky@Allstate.com
Call for a free quote.
Discount and insurance subject to availability and qualifications. Discount amount may be lower and applies
to most major coverages. Allstate New Jersey Insurance Company, Home Office, Bridgewater, NJ ©2004
Allstate Insurance Company.

Certified Trial Attorney
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Nelson Reelected BOE President;
Three New Members Take Oaths
By MATT MARINO
Specially Written for The Times

SUPPORTING OUR TROOPS…Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School National Honor Society students plan a carnival for
families of soldiers from the 250th Battalion now in Iraq. The event will take place at the Westfield Armory on May 14 from 11
a.m. to 2 p.m. Pictured, from left to right, are: Joanna Rosenberg, Emily Wallden, Michelle Swick, Kristen Henkels and Jeff Mullen.

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education (BOE) Tuesday night reelected
Linda Nelson as president. Thomas
Russo was re-elected as vice-president of the board.
In addition to the re-appointments, three new board members
were officially sworn in: Donald
Parisi and Warren McFall, both of
Scotch Plains; and Sasha Slocum, a
Fanwood resident.
They replace Scotch Plains residents Edward Saridaki, Jr., who did
not seek reelection, and Trip
Whitehouse, who was defeated in
the April 19 election. Ms. Slocum
replaced Fanwood resident Susan
Dyckman, who did not seek a second term on the board.
Business Manager Anthony Del
Sordi reported the preliminary elec-

tion results to the board. The total
number of people casting votes in
Scotch Plains and Fanwood amounted
to 3,546, out of a total 19,603 registered voters. The budget passed by a
slim margin, with 1,826 votes in favor
and 1,684 votes against the budget.
Following the discussion of the
election results, the meeting continued with the customary adoption of
the 2005-2006 meeting schedule,
designation of banks that will serve
as official depositories, and other
administrative details.
Ms. Nelson told The Scotch PlainsFanwood Times that she recognized

the significant responsibility that
would accompany her this year as
president. She has set a number of
goals, with the most important relating to the budget.
Mrs. Nelson explained that the budget will continue to be reviewed for
additional savings where possible,
and that the board hopes to further
educate the public on the mechanics
of how a budget works. In addition,
the ongoing labor negotiations will
take on an even greater presence as
the summer approaches.
“It’s going to be a challenging year,”
commented Mrs. Nelson.

Planning Board Hears Testimony on Proposal
To Construct Parking Lot Off of Old South Ave.
By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

FANWOOD – The borough’s
planning and zoning board of adjustment heard the continuation of
an application for a use variance to
construct a parking lot off of Old
South Avenue at their regularly
scheduled meeting on April 27.
Fanwood Plaza Partners, owned
in part by Scotch Plains attorney
Robert Kraus, has filed a bifurcated use variance for a parking lot
that would be situated on a lot behind houses on Old South Avenue.
If approved, the new parking lot

would serve the office building at 313
South Avenue, rented by employees
of Children’s Specialized Hospital.
Currently, these employees use the
parking lot at 324 South Avenue, across
the street, for overflow parking.
In the second part of this application, the lots at 314 and 328 South
Avenue, which are currently owned
by Children’s Specialized Hospital,
would be sold to Fanwood Plaza Partners to make way for a day care
center and other commercial or retail
establishment, once the parking lot
between these two lots was freed
from parking-use.

Staggard Pl. Rezoning
Request Forwarded
To Borough Council
By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

FANWOOD — Several borough
residents waited patiently until the
end of a four-hour meeting last
Wednesday night to hear how the
Zoning Board of Adjustment will
handle their request for the re-zoning of two lots on Staggard Place.
The residents wrote a letter to the
board requesting a zoning change
from light industrial to residential
for the two lots.
The lots were recently purchased
by a developer, which concerns the
neighboring residents. The developer has not yet filed an application
with the board; however, the residents are concerned that a non-residential development application
could be filed at any time.
The current light industrial zoning would permit a large, threestory commercial building with a
parking lot adjacent to residential
homes. The residents are concerned
that this type of development would
greatly devalue their homes and
create a traffic problem in their
neighborhood. Several board members agreed with the residents that a
development of this type would not
be appropriate in this residential
location.
The state is slated to review the
zoning of the entire South Avenue
corridor in October or November.

Board members discussed the various legal risks associated with waiting until October to consider the
issue, as well as the legal impediments of “spot zoning.”
The rezoning process would involve the board making a recommendation to the borough council,
which would then vote on the issue.
If approved, the council would then
ask the zoning board of adjustment to
research the problem and send them
a fact-finding report. After reviewing
this report, and holding public hearings for input, the council would be
the governing body responsible for
making the final decision.
Board members assured the residents that the zoning could still be
changed even after an application
is filed by a developer, but that no
such application is pending. The
board decided to forward the letter
from the residents to the council
asking Fanwood’s governing body
for their recommendation on how
to proceed.
Board attorney Robert Mega explained to residents that spot zoning
could be overturned in court if not
done through sound planning practices.
Board Chairman, Gregory
Cummings said that the board was
also concerned and suggested that
the residents express their concerns
to the council.

Kevin Sullivan, Director of Operations for Children’s Specialized Hospital and their safety-compliance officer,
testified that it is dangerous for the
employees of Children’s Specialized
Hospital to cross South Avenue, a state
highway, due to the severity of traffic.
Several board members recused
themselves from the hearing due to a
conflict of interest because of their
close business associations with Mr.
Kraus.

Board member and Old South Avenue resident Bruce Walsh, who also
recused himself from the hearings, is
objecting to the application, which
would place the new parking lot behind his backyard.
Bill Hetfield of Plainfield, a professional appraiser and realtor, presented testimony on behalf of Mr.
Kraus regarding the impact a parking
lot would have on the value of the
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Township Council Will Award Bulky Waste
Clean-Up Program at Next Tuesday’s Meeting
By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Township Council is expected to award a
bid next week for the June residential
bulky waste clean-up program that
will be conducted for the first time
using a user fee-based system requiring residents to purchase an annual

permit if they wish to dispose of large
household items.
Increasing costs and tipping fees
caused the township’s annual expenses for the program to rise from
$184,000 in 2003 to more than
$300,000 last year, and projections of
as much as $500,000 in future years
led the council to change the program

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times

KICKING OFF CAMPAIGN…Members of the Center For Hope Hospice and &
Palliative Care’s Capital Committee officially launched a campaign on Monday
to raise $10,144,000 in funds to construct Hope Village, a 30-bed residential
facility located behind the facility’s administrative offices at 1900 Raritan Road
in Scotch Plains. Members of the committee, pictured, left to right, are: June
Fischer, Jim O’Brien, Pam McClure, Jay Boyle, Alfred Sauer, Robert Sloan and
State Superior Court Judge John Boyle.

Specially Written for The Times

FANWOOD – Police Chief Donald
Domanoski, Captain Edward White
and Lieutenant Richard Trigo met
with the Borough Council at Tuesday
night’s agenda setting session to verify
the importance of maintaining a 21member force.
With the retirement of 35-year force
veteran Corporal Stephen Sanislo and
27-year veteran Corporal Martin
Haluza this summer, Chief
Domanoski and his two colleagues
wanted to reiterate to the council the
importance of replacing the retiring
officers.
Chief Domanoski noted that the

department has been nationally recognized for its public safety programs.
All members of the council agreed
with the officers’ request to keep the
Fanwood Police Department a 21officer force.
On another matter, several borough
residents requested that Staggard
Place, located off of South Avenue,
be re-zoned to residential. The area
has been designated light industrial
zone since 1954.
“We can’t just change the zone; we
have to change the master plan first,”
said Councilman Jack Molenaar.
Residents brought the issue before
the Borough’s Board of Adjustment
on April 27.

PAGE INDEX
OOPS…Rush hour started off with a bang Tuesday morning as noted by the
collision at Park and Mountain Avenues in Scotch Plains which tied up traffic.

in March.
The new structure will be financed
by only those homeowners with a
need to dispose of bulky household
items instead of being funded by all
property owners via property taxes.
Midco Waste Systems was the sole
bidder at $69.99 per permit; $33 of
that figure is for labor, benefits, fuel
and other related expenses and the
other $36.99 is for tipping fees.
Residents wishing to take part in
the program, which will occur in June,
will have to purchase a permit that
will cost $60 this year and will entitle
the holder to dispose of up to 750
pounds of bulky waste. Bulky waste
will not be allowed to be placed at
curbs any earlier than the Wednesday
prior to the following Monday start
date of a designated collection period.
Fines for violating the weight limit,
the permit system or the time limit for
setting out items will be subject to
fines of $100 for the first offense,
with second offenses punishable by
fines of $200 to $1,000 and, possibly,
five days of community service.
At the council’s conference meeting on Tuesday evening, Township
Manager Thomas Atkins noted that
Midco is also handling similar pickup programs in Westfield, which is
paying $68.76 per permit, and
Cranford, which is paying $74.67 per
permit.
At next Tuesday’s regular meeting,
the council will hold a public hearing

on the $20.5 million municipal budget, which calls for a 4.7 percent, or
six-point increase in the municipal
portion of property taxes.
Next week, the council is also expected to renew its participation in
the Union County Sheriff’s S.L.A.P.
(Sheriff’s Labor Assistance Program)
initiative, which makes non-violent
offenders available to municipalities
to perform certain jobs, such as cutting grass along roads, litter pick-up,
light stream clean-up, etc.
The program, in which Scotch
Plains participates in a shared arrangement with Westfield and Clark,
will cost the township $13,276, which
will pay for county law enforcement
officers that accompany the individuals working in the program.
Mr. Atkins told the council that a
preliminary report has been received
from Potter Architects on how to address the roof and heating-ventilation
system at the municipal building and
the building issues at the public works
facility on Plainfield Avenue. He indicated that a special meeting between the council and the architects
might be needed soon to discuss the
report in detail.
A $174,400 bid is expected to be
awarded next week to Mark Paving
Inc. of Kearny to resurface a portion of Plainfield Avenue this summer. Mr. Atkins said plans are still
being finalized for this year’s township-wide roadway resurfacing program.

Fanwood Council Agrees to Replace Retiring
Police Officers; Residents Discuss Staggard Pl.
By MEREDITH MANNNINO

Fred Lecomte for The Times

Matt Marino for The Times

IN WITH THE NEW...Newly-elected Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Education members, pictured, left to right, Donald Parisi, Sasha Slocum and Warren
McFall take the oath of office from Business Administrator Anthony Del Sordi.
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Also discussed at the council’s
agenda session was the LaGrande
Park ball field and tennis court improvement projects. Borough Engineer Joe Pryor reported that the layout for the ball field has been approved, and that he is now proceeding
with the final design. A final contract
document should be available in about
three weeks, he said.
Mr. Pryor emphasized that the council provide authorization to advertise
the project as soon as the contract
documents are ready, which would
allow the borough to award a contract
in July.
Work has been initiated on the tennis courts at LaGrande Park. According to Mr. Pryor, the survey is complete and the design is almost finished. As with the softball field, he
recommends that the council autho-

rize him to advertise the project as
soon as the contract documents are
ready, enabling the borough to award
a contract in July as well.
He said the goal is to have the
project constructed before the start of
the fall tennis season.
Mr. Pryor and Councilman Joseph
Higgins have requested that, prior to
any construction at LaGrande Park, a
public meeting be held so that residents have the opportunity to ask
questions and give feedback about
the project.
Regarding Forest Road Park, work
has commenced on the irrigation system. Since several electrical issues
must be resolved with the utility, Mr.
Pryor recommended that it be bid
separately from the LaGrande Park
project.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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Teen Event, The Recreation Commission and Municipal Alliance Committee will offer this program on
Thursday, June 16, on the Village
Green from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. Pingpong, knok hockey, and basketball
will be featured along with a DJ.
Chaperones are needed. There is no
fee to attend this event.
Steve Balboni Baseball Camp, for
boys and girls ages 10 to 16. This
camp will be held Tuesday, August
16 to Friday, August 19 from 9 a.m.
to 3 p.m. at Farley Park. The cost is
$250 per person. Details will follow.
Summer Parks, ages 6 to 12, 9 a.m.
to 3 p.m., Monday through Friday,
July 5 to August 12. This program is
for Scotch Plains and Fanwood residents. The six-week program features games, contests, weekly trips,
as well as arts and crafts. Parents can
choose either the Brookside or Green
Forest Parks for their children. The
program is supervised by mostly college students experienced in supervising children. The registration fee
is $40 per child prior to Friday, June
10, and $50 after this date.
Small Fry Program, ages 3 to 5.
Registration for this program, which
began April 16, is $40 before Friday,
June 10 and $50 after Thursday, June
16. The program can only accomodate
25 kids. The program includes arts
and crafts as well as active and passive activities.
MARACAS Summer Spanish
Camp, for children aged 4 to 8, 9 to
11 a.m., Monday through Friday, June
27 to July 1 or July 18 to July 22, at
the Scotch Hills Country Club. Each
day will include songs, games, crafts
designed for continued learning interactive activities, stories, ideas and
materials to take home. Tuition for
the camp is $150 per child and includes all materials and supplies.
Call Amanda Seewald at (908) 4478447 for more information. Space is
limited and the registration deadline
is Friday, June 17.
Youth Tennis Team, ages 10 to 17,
Monday through Friday, June 28 to

FW Council
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

The council acknowledged that
permit parking fees for residents will
be increased from $18 to $20; for
non-residents the fee will be increased to $39. There will also be an
increase in the license for towing
from $100 to $150, as well as a 20
percent increase in liquor license
fees.
PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
The Mayor and Council of the Borough
of Fanwood and the Fanwood Planning
Board have scheduled a joint special meeting on Wednesday, May 11, 2005, Mayor
and Council Chambers, 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, NJ at 7 P.M to discuss
the Transfer Development Rights Grant
that has been awarded to the Borough.
Official Action may be taken.
Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk
1 T - 5/5/05, The Times
Fee: $12.75

August 13, from 1 to 3 p.m., at the
Kramer Manor Park Tennis Courts.
The team will play matches with other
teams in the area who are members of
the New Jersey Town Tennis League.
Players are eligible to compete in the
state tournament. The fee for this program is $15 per person which includes a T-shirt. Registration will take
place from Saturday, June 4 through
Thursday, June 23.
Basketball Skills & Drills, for children entering kindergarten through
2nd grades. Ken Miller will again
teach the skills of basketball to beginners as well as more experienced
players. The program, to be held at
the Kramer Manor basketball courts,
will have a maximum of 25 children.
The program will be held Thursdays,
July 7 through August 25, from 6 to
7 p.m. Registration will be held from
Saturday, June 4 through Friday, June
24, for Scotch Plains residents at a
cost of $40. Registration for nonresidents cost $45 and will be held
from Tuesday, June 14 through Friday, June 24.
Girls/Boys Basketball, for children
entering grades 3 through 6. Ken
Miller will teach skills to those who
have played ball and want to improve
their skill level. The boys and girls
will be together in one group. The
program will be held at the Kramer
Manor basketball courts on Thursdays, July 7 through August 25, from
7:15 to 8:30 pm. Registration for
Scotch Plains residents, to be held
from Saturday, June 4 through Friday, June 24, cost $40. Registration
for non-residents, to be held from
Tuesday, June 14 through Friday,
June 24, and cost $45 per child.
Junior Golf Clinic, ages 8 to 17.
Bill McCluney, PGA Pro, will be
instructing this summer’s clinic. The
program is for all experience levels
from beginner to advanced. Golf will
be taught at Jerseyland Park, unless
otherwise indicated, on Mondays
from July 11 through August 15.
Class size is limited. Class times are
as follows: beginner, 9 to 10 a.m.;
advanced beginner, 10 to 11 a.m.;
intermediate, 11 a.m. to noon, and
advanced, noon to 1 p.m. Registration for Scotch Plains residents, to be
held from Saturday, June 4 to
Wednesday, June 22, is $50 per child.
Non-resident registration coast $55
per child and will be held from Tuesday, June 14 through Friday, June 24.

Hope College Grants
Degree to Bassman
SCOTCH PLAINS – Jennifer
Bassman, the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Theodore Bassman of Scotch
Plains, is a candidate for a Bachelor of Science degree in Chemistry from Hope College in Holland,
Mich. Commencement exercises
will be held on May 8.

Subscribe Today!
Call (908) 232-4407

FRIDAY, APRIL 1
Jerome Mathis, 37, of Scotch Plains
was arrested and charged with obstruction of justice after providing
false identification after a motor vehicle stop. He also had several outstanding warrants.
Joseph Prude, 41, of Brooklyn, N.Y.
was arrested on outstanding warrants.
TUESDAY, APRIL 4
Charles McCartney, 26, of Elizabeth
was arrested during a motor vehicle stop,
for a no bail warrant out of Union County.
Samad Moses, 21, of Plainfield
was arrested on outstanding traffic
warrants after a motor vehicle stop.
James Rose, 45, of Elizabeth was
arrested on numerous warrants following a traffic stop.
THURSDAY, APRIL 7
Danny Baez’ Perez, 20, of Plainfield
was arrested during a motor vehicle
stop for outstanding warrants.
SATURDAY, APRIL 9
Nidia Morel, 44, of Elizabeth was
arrested following a motor vehicle stop
for outstanding warrants.
SUNDAY, APRIL 10
Victor Johnson, 45, of Plainfield was
arrested following a motor vehicle stop
for numerous warrants.
MONDAY, APRIL 11
Hector Fiallos, 26, of Plainfield was
arrested on active warrants following a
motor vehicle stop.
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 13
Micheal Tripet, 23, of Plainfield was
arrested on numerous warrants after a
motor vehicle stop.
SUNDAY, APRIL 17
Carius Clervoyan, 40, of Linden was
arrested during a motor vehicle stop for
outstanding warrants.
MONDAY, APRIL 18
Maurice Boyd, 34, of Plainfield was

arrested on numerous warrants.
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 20
Erik Knight, 39, of Plainfield was
arrested on outstanding warrants after a
motor vehicle stop.
Sean Stephens, 21, was arrested on a
motor vehicle warrant following a motor vehicle stop.
Miguel Ramos‘Milan, 20, of Lakewood was arrested and charged for exposing himself to the public. He was
taken to Union County Jail. Bail was set
for $10,000.
SATURDAY, APRIL 23
Nichelle Wilson, 34, of Tuscaloosa,
Ala. was arrested and charged with
aggravated assault on a police officer
and resisting arrest. She was released
on $18,500 bail.
SUNDAY, APRIL 24
Henry Moran, 30, of Elizabeth was
arrested on outstanding warrants after a
motor vehicle stop.
MONDAY, APRIL 25
Candace Wilson, 24, of Plainfield
was arrested on motor vehicle warrants
following a traffic stop.
TUESDAY, APRIL 26
Clark Everson, 44, of Newark was
arrested on motor vehicle warrants following a motor vehicle stop.
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 27
Veronicah Asuta, 26, of Franklin
Park was arrested on outstanding
warrants following a motor vehicle
stop.
Kenneth Wichoski, 19, of Westfield
was arrested on active warrants following a motor vehicle stop.
THURSDAY, APRIL 28
Ronaldo Nance, 37, of Plainfield
was arrested for burglary and obstruction of justice. Bail was set at $15,000
and he was remanded to the Union
County Jail.

David B. Corbin for The Times

ENJOYING THE RIDE…Westfield High School boys tennis Head Coach George
Kapner smiles as he watches the efforts of his second doubles team of Andrew Levy
and Jack Trimble in the finals of the Union County Tournament on April 29.
Westfield won the team title. On April 26, Mr. Kapner got career win No. 740
(soccer, tennis, swimming) to break the WHS all-time record of 739 set by the
legendary Gary Kehler.

Retirement Celebration Set
For SP-F Schools Educator
SCOTCH PLAINS – A celebration
for the retirement of Cynthia Mendelson
from the Scotch Plains-Fanwood public school district will be held on Sunday, June 5. The deadline for invitation
inquiries is Thursday, May 12.
The event will include a buffet dinner at Giovanna’s Restaurant on South
Avenue in Plainfield.
Mrs. Mendelson is retiring after 29
years of service in New Jersey public
education, with 28 years served in
Scotch Plains-Fanwood public
schools.
In earlier years, she served as a
French teacher and later, as a part of
the Gifted and Talented programs in

the district’s middle schools. She was
Department Chairwoman of Foreign
Languages at Park Middle School.
For the past 20 years, she has been
the district’s Coordinator of Continuing Education. She also served concurrently as the district’s Coordinator of Public Relations for nine years.
In recent years, she has done grantsmanship work and handled the compilation of data for the New Jersey School
Report Card and other special funded
projects for the school district.
To reserve invitations for Mrs.
Mendelson’s party, please call Frances
Loneker in The Community School
Office at (908) 889-7716.

Testimony Continues on Proposal
For South Avenue Parking Lot
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

LEARNING TOGETHER…Quinn Kekelis shows her father, Michael Kekelis,
how to make shapes on a geoboard.

Brunner Parents, Students
Polish Mathematics Skills
SCOTCH PLAINS – Children in
the Pre-K classes in the Scotch PlainsFanwood school district recently participated in an evening of math activities with their parents.
The program, “Let’s Learn Math
Together,” was hosted by the PreKindergarten supervisors and facilitated by the teachers of the Jumpstart
classes at Brunner and Evergreen
Elementary Schools, as well as the
teachers of the PSD, TIP TOP and

PDD classes at Brunner School.
The activities focused on numeration, geometry, measurement and date
and chance. The workshop provided
parents with an opportunity to see a
sampling of the varied activities the
teachers use to teach mathematics
concepts.
The program also demonstrated
creative ways that parents can apply
mathematics skills with their children at home.

homes on Old South Avenue.
The board and Mr. Hetfield discussed the character of the neighborhood at length. Mr. Hetfield testified
that this zone has been in transition
for the past 30 years, from being
primarily a residential zone to a commercial one as evidenced by the numerous commercial buildings being
constructed in the area and the existing commercial and retail establishments already present, such as the
railroad tracks, the Chelsea at
Fanwood assisted living facility, a
gas station and the condominium/
retail building being planned for the
nearby corner of First Street.
“One more intrusion in addition to
all of the other intrusions can’t be
quantitatively shown,” Mr. Hetfield
told the board.
Board Chairman Gregory Cummings
asked Mr. Hetfield, “How many intrusions add up to a detriment?”
“At some point, the houses become
the intrusion,” Mr. Hetfield responded.
Due to the lateness of the hearing,
the board decided to continue the
hearing at next month’s meeting.
The board also granted approval to
two other applications. Philip and
Ethel Paoletti were given the go-ahead
to construct a bathroom with a sideyard variance. Board members who
visited the site agreed that this would
be an improvement to the neighborhood rather than a detriment.
Board member Daniel Zucker was
the lone dissenting vote, stating that
this addition created more impervious area in an already overly built lot.
The board, with the condition that
storm-water management measures
be implemented to offset runoff, approved the application.
Resident Richard Trigo was given
approval to construct a house on Elm

Street with several variances, including a driveway easement. The house
would attach to an existing garage
foundation. The easement would permit access to a garage behind a house
that fronts onto Martine Avenue,
which has no driveway of its own.
In other business, the board discussed the consideration of rezoning
two lots on Staggard Place. (Please
see article on front page).
The next agenda meeting is set for
Monday, May 16, and the next regularly scheduled meeting is set for
Wednesday, May 25, both at 7:30
p.m. in Council Chambers.
There will be a special joint meeting of the borough council and the
planning board on Wednesday, May
11, at 7 p.m. in Council Chambers to
discuss the possibility of implementing Transfer Development Rights
(TDR) for developers.
Fanwood was one of six communities approved through the state’s TDR
pilot program in February.

Alumni Association
Sets Meeting; Will
Distribute Grants
SCOTCH PLAINS – The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School (SPFHS) Alumni Association will hold its regular meeting
on Tuesday, May 17, at 7:30 p.m.
in Room 101 at SPFHS.
Two SPFHS Alumni Scholarships will be distributed. The recipients and their parents will be
introduced.
Additionally, a new slate of officers for the upcoming year will be
elected. All alumni are invited to
attend this last meeting of the year.

The Sports Guys
The Westfield L
eader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
Leader

Dave
and
UP AND DOWN…Students in Carol Hutchinson’s third grade class at Evergreen
Elementary School in Scotch Plains were able to apply what they learned in their
science unit, “Move It, Build It” when they built four roller coasters at the end of
the unit. The pupils used the K’Nex system, working together to build all of the
necessary parts for the project.
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Fred

“We’re Looking for better lenses”
To take better shots...
If you have any laying around, reasonable, please call
Canon: 100-300 zoom; wide angle
Sports@goleader.com - (908) 232-4407

Visit Liberty Hall For These Exciting Events

Sunday, May 8
Mother’s Day Tea and Victorian Fashion Show

Saturday, May 14
Garden Photography Workshop

Weekend, June 4 & 5
The British are Coming!
A commemoration of Battle of Connecticut Farms

Certified Trial Attorney
www.JonBramnick.com

Saturday, June 25
Firehouse Museum, Grand Opening
Tea every Wednesday afternoon.
10% discount with advertisement, excluding Tea.

1003 Morris Avenue, Union • 908-527-0400
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Westfield Council News

As Parking Improves, So
Will Pedestrian Safety
By Andrew Skibitsky
Westfield Councilman, Ward 3
There are many communities in New
Jersey, like Westfield, which have a vibrant downtown shopping district, and
are looking to improve their parking services. The decisions that communities
make regarding parking can significantly
impact traffic and pedestrian safety.
The Town Council’s Public Safety,
Transportation and Parking Committee (PSTP) has had numerous meetings
this year to review traffic safety issues,
as well as extensive meetings focused
on downtown parking.
Fortunately, these subjects are complimentary. As we improve the availability of downtown parking, downtown traffic and pedestrian safety will
also improve.
The PSTP committee recently announced a multi-faceted downtown
parking plan that will add approximately
80 to 110 parking spaces. This plan, in
conjunction with enhanced meter enforcement, to discourage meter-feeding, will have a positive impact on traffic and pedestrian safety.
When few spaces are available, drivers are more likely to circle a particular
route until a space opens. This is known
as “cycling.” Cycling leads to traffic
congestion and driver frustration making our downtown less safe for both
drivers and pedestrians. We are working to encourage downtown employees
to park in employee designated areas,
at long-term meters and at the southside train station where there is free
parking after noon Monday through
Friday and all day on weekends.
Additionally, some of the plan’s proposed engineering changes will also
improve downtown traffic safety. Since
the year 2000, there have been over 70
accidents at the Lenox/Central Avenue,
Lenox/North Avenue intersections.
One of the proposals that is under
review would be to close Lenox Avenue
between Central and North Avenues.

rch

f the
ation

2

Despite Pleas, Freeholders
Closing Skeet Shooting Range
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Closing this section of Lenox will not
only significantly reduce the accident
rate at those intersections, but will also
generate approximately 25 parking
spaces. Another area of growing concern is the traffic flow in and out of the
North Avenue train station. We can
reconfigure this parking lot to gain approximately 11 additional spaces while
at the same time improving traffic flow
and safety.
The plan also reconfigures several of
our municipal parking lots. These
reconfigurations will not only provide
additional parking spaces, but will also
include various lighting, pedestrian and
handicap-access safety elements. These
actions will improve overall safety and
enhance the downtown Westfield experience for shoppers, diners, downtown
employees and residents.
We are taking a fresh look at our
parking problems and we have started
with a review of all ideas. We have
begun to review every available parking asset in our downtown and are committed to improving our parking by
utilizing low-cost solutions. One example is to reconfigure the 100 block of
Prospect Street for angled parking. This
will add about seven additional parking
spaces without the need for costly improvements. This type of solution has
already been installed on Westfield
Avenue and is also under consideration
on Lenox Avenue near the post office.
The PSTP committee does not consider this plan the final product. Instead, it is a work in progress sensitive
to the input from the community. We
will continuously work with the Downtown Westfield Corporation, the Chamber of Commerce, our parking professionals, and residents to improve downtown parking and pedestrian safety.
Please remember to use our Traffic
Safety Hotline (908) 789-6039 to report your traffic safety concerns.

BOYLE FINANCIAL
ASSOCIATES, LLC

COUNTY — Despite pleas of users last Thursday night, the Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
closed the county’s trap and skeet
range in Cranford on May 2. Officials
said the issues raised by the United
States Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) as well as a 65 percent
decline in use of the 25-acre facility
since the change from lead to steel
shot in December were reasons factored in its decision.
Users of the 78-year-old facility
told freeholders that given adverse
weather conditions and the change
from lead to steel shot, more time
should have been taken by the board
before deciding to close the facility.
“Sometimes government is not the
solution, it’s the problem,” said Ralph
Lossman of West Orange, in quoting
former President Ronald Reagan. “You
asked (shooters) to change (shot), we
changed. We are here to preserve a
legacy of tradition,” he said.
County Counsel Robert Barry said
the EPA first contacted the county 13
months ago regarding the use of lead
shot at the range. He said last spring
the EPA issued a “cease and
desist”order. The facility was to have
closed on September 30, 2004, said Mr.
Barry. That decision was delayed after
the switch to non-lead shot. The county
reevaluated matters in early March and
decided to close the range for good.
The county counsel said the cost to
remove the lead in the soil would be
around $2.3 million.
Freeholder Daniel Sullivan said that
since he joined the freeholder board
11 years ago, the trap and skeet range
has been “a facility that every year
was close to closing.”
He said the range is located in a
flood zone and that “there were no
takers” per the county’s attempts to
relocate the facility. He said it was
only a matter of time before the state
or federal governments ordered the
county to close the range.
A representative of the Union
County Federation of Sportsmen took
issue with declining attendance at the
range as a reason to close the facility.

“It’s been a pretty poor winter so I’m
sure attendance was down,” he said. He
and other speakers, noted that steel
shot is about a third more costly.
Some speakers said steel shot should
have been sold at the range to ensure
that shooters were not turned away,
thus maintaining a higher attendance.
He said programs to introduce residents to shooting sports attract many
new users to the facility. He said it is
the urban setting of the facility that
make it a unique range.
Martin Vitale, 82, of Cranford, told
the freeholder board that there is
“nothing wrong with that range.”
“It’s a shame that our county wants
to close the place down,” he said,
adding that goose droppings, deer,
and wild turkeys are more of a health
hazard to the public than lead shot at
the trap and skeet range.
William Bretz of Clark noted, “Losing the range would be very difficult
for me. I beg you to give it (steel shot)
a chance.”
Peter O’Halloran of Linden said
the board needed to “keep an open
mind. I don’t understand what the
problem is.”
Roger Michael Furiness of Union
said he was dying of cancer but wanted
to attend the meeting to support the
range. A champion shooter, Mr.
Furiness noted that he qualified for
the 1976 Olympics.
“Why close a facility that is so
steep in tradition?” he questioned.
Larry McDermott of Livingston
disputed reports that trap and skeet
shooters are bringing lead to the facility since the ban was initiated.
“We love that facility. We want to
keep it open,” said Mr. McDermott.
Cindy Kuenster, a biologist with
the New Jersey Division of Game and
Wild Life, said that the trap and skeet
range has “a great of value” to its
users and the county.
She said shooting sports are among
the top five growing recreation outdoor sports in the nation. She suggested the county consider
fundraisers, using volunteers and
holding annual cleanup days at the
facility and applying for grants to
support the range.
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IRAQ MORALE…The 250th Signal Battalion, with which the Westfield Armory
New Jersey National Guardsmen are attached, has been away from home for a
year. This can be grinding on morale. First Sergeant Lester and Executive Officer,
Lieutenant Simeon, cope with the situation with a little camaraderie.

Open Government Group
Honors Cranford Activist
NEW BRUNSWICK — The New
Jersey Foundation for Open Government (NJFOG) honored Tina Renna,
a resident of Cranford, during its recent statewide conference at Rutgers.
Mrs. Renna was presented with the
foundation’s Lift Award, which recognizes significant contributions to
the cause of open government. During the award ceremony, Mrs. Renna
was cited for her long-standing commitment to open government in New
Jersey, and her willingness to put
herself on the line to ensure that public officials uphold the law.
Mrs. Renna is a civic activist who
believes politicians should be held
responsible for their actions. Concentrating on the Board of Chosen
Freeholders of Union County, Mrs.
Renna said she relies mostly on the
Open Public Records Act to “...try
and pry information out of...” a single
party controlled board.
Mrs. Renna, like most advocates of
open government throughout the state,
is accustomed to traveling a bumpy
road. She encountered an immovable
force on December 16, 2004. While
speaking during the public portion of
a meeting of the freeholders, two
deputies of the county’s sheriff’s department pinned her arms behind her
and removed her from the meeting
room. She was not, however, arrested.

Ferguson Receives NJ
State VFW Award
WASHINGTON — Citing his
support for increased veterans funding and legislation to aid U.S. troops
in the field in the global war on
terrorism, the New Jersey Veterans
of Foreign Wars (VFW) selected
Rep. Mike Ferguson (R-NJ, District 7) as its “Outstanding Legislator of the Year.”

“My crime was that I went one
minute and six seconds over the allotted five-minute time limit, which the
government of Union County gives
its citizens to address them,” Mrs.
Renna explained. “I have been trying
to draw attention to the Union County
Detention Center. A 17-year-old died
while detained there. The State’s Office of the Child Advocate investigated and released a report, which
blamed the county for setting the stage
for the boy’s death.”
“The Advocate cited deplorable and
dangerous conditions,” Mrs. Renna
said, “and stated that the county had
a fundamental disregard for basic
human rights. The county steadfastly
denies they had any responsibility for
the deplorable conditions at their facility, and insist that the boy was
solely responsible for his demise. I
have been trying to remind the public
that juvenile detention is a basic service of county government. When we
allow our government to treat citizens in an inhumane way, it is a reflection on us all and we are ultimately all responsible for it.”
Mrs. Renna is an active member
of NJFOG, a non-partisan statewide
coalition with the sole mission of
protecting and expanding public access to government records and
meetings.
NJFOG suported passage of the
state’s Open Public Records Act in
2002, and the law has led to the dismantling of barriers to public documents that previously.
“There’s still work to be done
smoothing out the process of OPRA,”
said Martin O’Shea, who is chairman
of the foundation’s open public meetings compliance committee, “but it is
not too soon for NJFOG to turn its
attention to improving the open meetings act, too.”

Want to put a little ‘Spring’
into your garden?

ASK FOR
TWO CONCERTS IN MAY
SUNDAY, MAY 15, 2005
Ani Kavafian

Carter Brey

and Many Good Friends

Bach: Brandenburg Concerto #3
Barber: Adagio for Strings
Dvořák: Serenade
TWO LOCATIONS:

Regular admission: $25, Senior: $22

MAPLEWOOD • 3:00 P.M.

Morrow Church • 600 Ridgewood Road

WESTFIELD • 7:30 P.M.

Temple Emanu-El • 756 East Broad Street
Westfield only: Students aged 10-21, $1.00

THURSDAY, MAY 19, 2005
WESTFIELD ONLY • 7:30 P.M.
Temple Emanu-El • 756 East Broad Street

Ani Kavafian

Carter Brey

Cynthia Phelps Rebecca Young

™

Instant Color™ Plants deliver variety,
quality and excitement.
They are available now at your
local garden center.
Spring is finally here! Time to get your garden started.
What better way to kick off the season than with a brand
of high quality plant products that will bring immediate
color and excitement to your garden. That brand is
Instant Color.
The Instant Color brand of products is made up of a wide
variety of distinctively better plants in an assortment of
containers including hanging baskets, 4" and 6" pots.
If you are a serious gardener or just getting started, ask
for Instant Color and see its advantages and beauty
for yourself.

Michelle Kim

Mozart: String Quintet in D
Dvořák: String Quintet in E flat
Regular admission: $25, Senior: $22, Students aged 10-21, $1.00
This concert was scheduled for January 23 but was cancelled due to snow

CALL US AT 973-762-0108
For best handicapped access, please attend in Westfield
Program subject to change

INSTANT
COLOR
PLANTS!

Be sure to check out our NEW
shopping list feature at
www.instantcolorplants.com
You will be able to create your own shopping list and
bring it to a participating garden center listed here.
SANGUILIANO GARDEN CENTER

S U M M I T P L A N T S & F L OW E R S I N C .

W I L L I A M S N U R S E RY

2600 Route 22 East
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 232-9030

375 Route 22 East
Springfield N.J. 07081
(973) 467-9114

524 Springfield Avenue
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-4076
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County Taxes Going Up
In 19 of 21 Municipalities
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH — County taxes will
increase in 19 of the 21 municipalities in Union County under a $390
million budget introduced last Thursday night by the Board of Chosen
Freeholders.
A total of $216,332,767 will be
raised in county property taxes to
support the spending plan, an increase
of $12.5 million over last year but a
$1 million lower than was proposed
in County Manager George
Devanney’s executive budget unveiled
in January.
An additional 19 positions were
added in the budget for increased
public safety efforts in the county
police and sheriff’s departments, the
prosecutor’s office and the office of
emergency management, totaling
around $500,000, according to Freeholder Daniel Sullivan, Chairman of
the board’s finance committee.
Freeholder Sullivan said fixed costs
such as contractual obligations for
the county’s various collective bargaining units, insurance and Social
Security costs make up a good portion of the budget.
The board passed a resolution, endorsing a state constitutional convention to address the property tax issue.
“The property tax system is the
most regressive tax we have,” Freeholder Sullivan said.
Mr. Devanney added that,
“Somebody’s ability to pay taxes
should not be based on the value of
the home.”
“There is no state that relies on
property taxes the way New Jersey
does,” he said.
The amount of taxes to be raised in
Westfield will rise to $21,881,537,
and increase of $1.2 million over 2004.
A home assessed at $180,000 will be
taxed $2,117 for county services, an
increase of $119 over last year. Scotch
Plains homeowners will pay
$12,384,213, an increase of
$1,030,839 over 2004. A resident with
a home assessed at $120,000 will pay
$1,527, an increase of $127.

Golf Date Set for
June FOP Benefit
AREA — The Whitney Weldon
2005 Golf Invitational to benefit FOP
Research will be held at the Trump
National Golf Club in Bedminster on
Monday, June 6.
Businesses and individuals are
sought to become involved. By doing
so, proceeds will go to the Stephen
Roach-Whitney Weldon Fellowship
at the University of Pennsylvania
Medical School to help find the FOP
gene.
The FOP gene will help scientists
learn how to turn bone on and off.
This discovery could help millions of
people with bone ailments. But most
of all, you will be helping Whitney
and the 400 FOP patients around the
world.
For more information, please contact Joe Huchko at (908) 429-8688.

The Fanwood county purposes tax
will rise $191,000 to $3,399,402, with
the owner of a home assessed at
$83,000 paying $1,269, a hike of $63.
A total of $5,843,972 will be collected in Mountainside, bringing the
average property tax bill on a borough home assessed at $100,000 to
$1,935, a jump of $194.
The county purpose tax for
Garwood will be $1,980,972, an increase of $142,114. An average homeowner will pay $1,105 in county
taxes, an $81 increase over last year.
Tina Renna of Cranford accused
the county of not doing enough curtail costs, especially salaries. She said
Mr. Devanney is the third highest
paid top county administrator in New
Jersey. While Deputy County Manager Elizabeth Genievich is tied for
the highest salary in her position.
She said the county is also “top
heavy” with administrators earning
$70,000 or more. She said over 64
employees now earn in excess of
$100,000.
Bruce Paterson of Garwood said
the county accused the board of “back
pedaling” on projects such as the $20
million expansion of the Union
County Vocational-Technical School
in Scotch Plains and the juvenile detention center in Linden.
“The numbers just don’t add up
when they come from the county,”
said Mr. Paterson.
The board approved a resolution to
appropriate $500,000 to the county’s
Open Space, Recreation, and Historical Preservation Trust Fund for the
county’s “Preserving Union County”
grant program, bringing the total for
the program to $1 million. Towns will
be able to apply for matching funds
for the installation of new lighting
and improvement of existing lighting
for playing fields.
Another $50,000 was approved for
the “Greening Union County” matching grant program, bringing the total
funds allocated to $350,000. The program, also funded through the Open
Space Trust Fund, pays for the planting of trees countywide.
The board increased the Kids Recreation Trust Grant Program by
$900,000 to $1,892,600. The program funds scholarships, equipment,
and field/recreation center improvements for children. The program was
established in 2004.
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Palatucci Accepts New Post;
Resigns From GOP Position
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TALKING DEVELOPMENT…On April 28, the Downtown Westfield Corporation (DWC) hosted the Union County Economic Development quarterly meeting.
After the meeting, attendees toured the downtown. Speakers included councilman Andy Skibitsky and DWC representatives: Chairman David Martone,
Director Sherry Cronin and John Morgan.

Chamber Announces New
Westfield Businesses
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce (WACC) welcomed three new businesses to
Westfield on April 30. Mayor Gregory
McDermott and councilman Andy
Skibitsky joined WACC Chariman
Richard Fromkin and Executive Director Allison O’Hara in the ceremonies.
Top Line Appliance Center is a
family-owned business for 35 years
and will open its newest location on
Saturday, May 14, at 576 North Avenue, East, in Westfield. The highend appliance showroom offers all
major brands and specializes in Sub
Zero, Wolf, Viking, Thermador,
Bosch, Dacor and Kitchen Aid.
Commerce Bank celebrated the
opening of its Westfield Branch, located at 560 North Avenue, East, by
presenting a $1,000 donation to Caring Neighbors of Westfield. Commerce
Bank also donated funds to the local
chapter of the American Red Cross.
The Blair Delmonico Company recently opened a store at 107 Quimby
Street in Westfield. This boutique joins

Quote of the Week
“Consider: four years ago this
week, Donald DiFrancesco withdrew from the GOP gubernatorial
primary, and Bob Franks entered
...as replacement candidate. That
very night, the Schundler campaign
went into the field with a survey, to
see what we were up against. The
results were, to borrow a phrase,
‘disappointing’ – we found ourselves down by a margin of 46 to 22
percent, with just nine weeks to go
before the primary election. But we
all know how that turned out.” –
Bill Pascoe, Communications Director of Schundler for Governor.
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Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”
Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer
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· Custody · Child Support

Port Authority Speeds
Rail Development
AREA – The Port Authority of
New York and New Jersey (PA) will
invest an additional $141 million to
accelerate by two years the development of its rail program at Port Newark and Elizabeth-Port marine terminals. This work is scheduled for
completion between 2007 and 2009.
It will allow approximately one million containers a year to be handled
by rail through these facilities.
The PA previously authorized approximately $310 million for the port
rail program. Rail volume is growing
an average of 17 percent per year.

others from the company in New York,
Dallas, Boston, Chicago, Lincoln Park,
Washington D.C and London. The
store showcases resort wear, cashmeres, Mod sunglasses, leather goods
and Jet-Set accessories.
For more information, please call
the WAAC at (908) 233-3021.

WESTFIELD —William Palatucci
of Westfield has been named senior
vice president for business development and general counsel with
Roseland-based Community Education Centers, Inc. (CEC).
CEC provides treatment and educational services to correctional facility populations in eight states including Delaney Hall in Newark, the
overflow facility for the Union County
jail, said Mr. Palatucci. Delaney,
which also serves Essex County, currently has 200 Union County inmates
at the 750-bed facility.
“Delaney has a great track record,”
said Mr. Palatucci.
“My job will be to head up the
national expansion effort” of CEC to
20 states within the next three to five
years, he added.
“Ninety-eight percent of people
who go into prison come out,” said
Mr. Palatucci, noting the importance
of the “life” skills provided by CEC.
These skills include helping ex-inmates find work by helping them
write a resume, interview for jobs
including how best to answer the question of their prison record.
Mr. Palatucci said reducing the
crime rate especially repeat offenders, reduces the cost of incarceration
on government.
He said he will maintain a legal
practice with the firm of Dughi Hewit

& Palatucci in Roselle Park. He established the firm’s government affairs department into one of the largest lobbying and consulting practices
in New Jersey, according to CEC.
“I will continue to be affiliated
with the firm but will no longer be a
partner,” Mr. Palatucci told The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times.
In addition, he has resigned as finance chairman with the New Jersey
State Republican Committee effective May 1, a position he held since
2002. Mr. Palatucci said he will be
replaced by Somerset County Republican Committee Chairman Dale
Florio until the Tuesday, June 7 primary election has been held.
Mr. Palatucci and Mr. Florio were
both serving as co-chairmen of the
GOP committee.
Also as of May 1, Mr. Palatucci
will no longer serve as Republican
political analyst with the Comcast
Cable TV network.
In 2000, he served as a senior advisor to President George W. Bush’s
election effort in New Jersey. He was
also executive director of Governor
Tom Kean’s successful re-election in
1985 and the 1988 and 1992 campaigns of President George H.W. Bush.
A 1980 graduate of Rider College,
Mr. Palatucci holds a law degree from
Seton Hall Law School in Newark.
He lives in Westfield with his wife,
Laura, and their three daughters.
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A Special Treat for a Special Woman
Seating Begins at 3:00 pm until 8:30 pm

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

(908) 232-8787
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
rjk722@aol.com

richardjkaplow.com

Regular menu available for take-out only!
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Those Consuming Taxes Divide
Public and Escape Accountability
It’s a “Dizzying Dilemma,” this property tax situation that we in New Jersey have found ourselves in.
There are so many aspects to it, so many special
interests involved and so many skilled operators
drawing from the coffers.
Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks has been championing a constitutional convention as a means to
stem the tide. Yet, even Mayor Marks admits that his
call is limited to only addressing the revenue side, for
to address the spending side, too, would surely lead
the initiative to failure – because of staunch opposition from the many interest groups involved. So, the
mayor says at least this is better than nothing.
Many other leaders, including State Senator Tom
Kean, Jr., are against a constitutional convention for
property tax reform because they believe it would
lead to an even bigger mess, let alone take several
years to implement.
Sen. Kean’s point seems to be valid. Others just
want to maintain their empires. Legislators, along
with the powerful union, the New Jersey Education
Association, are promoting an alternative plan that
would slash property taxes for schools but raise the
state income tax instead. Just as onerous as the
current system, still without accountability and control, in our view.
Most politicians seem to recognize that the tax
level has become the number one issue in the state –
even larger than corruption, scandal and waste.
The half-dozen or so Republican candidates for
governor seeking office this fall are espousing several plans to fix the situation – all seem different,
perhaps confusing or simplistic. At least they’re
trying to say something about it.
U.S. Senator Jon Corzine, the presumptive Democrat candidate for governor, has been wisely keeping
his mouth shut because he doesn’t need to say
anything at the moment – he’s leading in the polls
and has suffocated opposition within the Democratic party with the menace of his wealth.
Westfield voters on April 19 made a statement in
voting down the proposed school budget, not that
they’re against schools. The town council must now
decide on the matter without encountering political
harm in this election year for mayor and council. At
least for them, it becomes a distraction to the public
from their proposed municipal budget.
The county introduced a $390 million budget last
Thursday, yet so far it’s been impossible to obtain a

copy of the proposed budget. The law says this is
public record, mind you. We are having the same
trouble with municipal and board of education budgets. How can these elected bodies discuss budgets
of hundreds of millions of dollars without the budgets even being available to the public as required by
law? All it takes is a click of the mouse to post it on
the Internet or save it to disk. Budgets should be
available when they are introduced, as well as at the
public hearings prior to adoption.
These many factors are creating acrimony within
the public and there’s frustration without knowing
where to direct concerns. The public is being assaulted with taxes, user fees, fines, bond obligations,
unfunded mandates and judicial orders from so
many different directions and sources. There aren’t
enough thumbs to put in the dike.
We believe the players consuming your tax dollars
have successfully divided the public and isolated
themselves from accountability. As such, the public is
left bickering with themselves over priorities while
having little say in how high taxes should rise. It’s
impossible to stay on top of the many agencies, state,
schools, authorities, municipalities, county, unions,
insurance companies, developers, courts and others
that control the tax levels paid for by the public.
It would be very interesting to see what would
happen if the public could say, “Here’s how much
money we’re going to pay, no more – now, all you
players who spend it, sit down amongst yourselves
and fight out the priorities.”
We think moving a little in this direction could lead
to more accountability, a better review of priorities
and lowered corruption and waste. In many ways, it
might be self-policing, as they would be forced to
keep a very close watch on each other.
At least, the battle would not pit neighbor against
neighbor – the fight would be between those who are
spending and consuming public money at everincreasing rates – then passing the bill on to you.
New Jersey is a great state, and we have much for
which to be thankful. Yet, we are not without problems – some of which are notorious, rising to national and international news levels.
Westfield Superintendent of Schools William Foley
remarked that we are a community with problems
just like everyone else. But, we address these problems and fix them – not letting them fester.
Isn’t it time we do this?

Letters to the Editor
Save Cooper Road Island Group Calls
on Scotch Plains Residents for Support
On May 5, the Scotch Plains Board of
Adjustment meets at 7:30 p.m. to review
the Cooper Road application scheduled
on the agenda for 8:30 p.m. in the Municipal Court Room.
It is essential that all concerned Scotch
Plains residents attend this meeting to
reinforce their opposition to this variance; an application to build a home on
the Cooper Road Island. Let the Board of
Adjustment know of your steadfast determination regarding this critical issue.
Hub Realty Inc (Mark Lustbader) has
made significant changes in his application to build a single-family home on the
Cooper Road Island. It has been determined that the square footage require-

ment of 40,000 sq. feet is now 6,595 sq.
feet short (16.5 percent) of the zoning
requirement. Unsightly retaining walls
have been added to the property. A driveway location has been moved to Cooper
Road opposite Wellington Downs, the
location of many accidents.
A legal team is prepared to oppose and
present counter arguments against this
application. Our community needs your
support. Your voice will count.
Please tell your neighbors and friends.
Thank you.
Donald Cardiff
Save Cooper Road Island
Scotch Plains

Warren McFall Thanks
Scotch Plains Voters
To all the electorate that supported me
in the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education elections, a heartfelt thank you.
It was a pleasure to have communicated through personal contact, e-mails
and the telephone with so many and hear
your concerns for the future. It is my goal
to take those concerns and turn them into
positive actions so the educational experience for our students, as well as financial issues, will continue to meet future
challenges.
I welcome hearing from the public during my term so constructive dialogue can
produce productivity and understanding.
We have a solid public school district
and a community who strive towards excellence. I am proud that you have given
me the opportunity to serve.
Warren McFall
Scotch Plains
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Letters
to the Editor
See more letters Page 5
Westfield and Scotch Plains PAL Glad
To Help Irvington Youth Football
Recently, members of the Westfield
PAL football program attended the first
annual football banquet for the Irvington
PAL football program. Set in one of the
highest crime-ridden areas of New Jersey, the Irvington football program has
had its share of setbacks as they try to
develop their league.
In addition to the dangerous area, financial woes continue to hurt the team.
Under a unique program known as PAL
helping PAL, the Westfield PAL program was able to donate a substantial
amount of equipment and other items to
Irvington. Included in the donations were
100 pairs of brand new Nike football
cleats. The Westfield PAL also donated
trophies and football Tee shirts for each
player in the Irvington program along
with NFL bags of football related items
that were donated by Jean Gilmartin. Mrs.
Gilamartin is a Westfield resident who
works for the NFL and has a son J.P. who
plays in the Westfield football program.
The Westfield PAL, in conjunction with
neighboring Scotch Plains PAL, paid for
the cost of the shirts. “Once we heard they
were in need of help, we got involved
immediately,” stated Fanwood Police Sergeant Russ Yeager who also serves as the
President of the Suburban Football conference in which Westfield, Scotch Plains
and Irvington all compete against each

other. “While we may try to beat each
other on the football field, one of the goals
of this football league is to assist each other
in times of need. This league is all about the
players,” continued Sgt. Yeager.
Westfield PAL Director Ron Allen who
is also a Westfield Police detective echoed his comments. “The PAL helping
PAL program is a nationwide effort and
we were proud to assist Irvington with
whatever they needed,” he stated.
Police Chief Bernard Tracy offered the
services of the police department and was
instrumental in transporting the numerous boxes of donated items to Irvington.
Attending from the Westfield PAL were
football players John and Brendan Dugan,
Ryan Scanlon and Michael D’Antico
(whose father Michael assisted with transporting the many donated items to
Irvington).
Those interested in helping the youth
of Irvington can call John Abrams at
(862) 755-0628 or the Mayor of Irvington,
Wayne Smith, at (973) 399-6639. The
mayor was at the dinner and was real
impressed with our donations.
We are proud to be part of this program, helping youth less fortunate.
John Dugan, Jr.
Westfield

Editor’s Note: See photo on page 5.

FW Candidate D’Antuono Shocked by
Lack of Financial Data on Developer
As a potential Republican Council
Candidate, I attended the April 12
Fanwood Borough Council meeting. My
major concern in attending this meeting
was what progress was being made in the
redevelopment plans for our downtown
business section.
As a 36-year resident of Fanwood who
was married in St. Bartholomew The Apostle
Church in Scotch Plains and have raised six
children in town, I am deeply concerned
about our community and plans to finally
create a more attractive and tax enhancement business district for Fanwood.
Having retired recently from the Trust
Company of New Jersey in Jersey City
where I was the senior vice president in
charge of multi-million dollar mortgage
and construction loans which entailed
dealing with developers and their lawyers, I was interested to see what progress
was being made in selecting a developer

for this site.
I was shocked when the Democrat
members of the council, passed a resolution approving Mukherji-Landmark
L.L.C. with absolutely no reliable financial data on this company — even though
Councilman Stuart Kline brought up questions concerning their financial statements, possible litigation and reliability
of the organization.
My experience in these matters is that
you don’t rush into a major obligation
which would be binding without careful
preparation to determine what you expect
to happen will actually occur.
I hope in future meetings the Democrat
members of the council will study up on real
estate law and be better prepared to protect
the interests of the residents of Fanwood.
Michael D’Antuono
Fanwood Republican Council
Candidate

WECARE Thanks Westfield Residents
For Support, Promises Feedback
Westfielder’s Concerned about Responsible Development (WECARE)
would like to thank the residents of
Westfield for their continued support.
We are a group of Westfield citizens
drawn from all four wards with different
political affiliations and a multitude of
experiences and backgrounds.
While we feel strongly about the political process in our town, we are not a PAC
(political action committee). Over the
next few months as the election race moves
forward, we will be presenting WECARE
issues and providing feedback to the candidates and to the residents of Westfield.
We look forward to hearing the candidates’ platforms and plans of action for
Westfield.
WECARE is a non-partisan, grass roots,
citizen’s action group whose main focus
is to monitor local issues as well as public
and private development in Westfield, so
this development is consistent with responsible community standards.
To achieve this goal, WECARE plans to
monitor local and regional elected and
appointed political bodies for information
on development projects and related issues; will study development plans and
determine position statements on specific
development projects; will gather and disseminate knowledge regarding specific
development projects to community members and other interested parties; and will
educate decision-making bodies regarding community support, community impacts and responsible development issues.
WECARE will strive to work with
decision makers to sustain development
in responsible ways; to develop and offer
targeted solutions where warranted; to
address development or redevelopment
projects and issues; to partner with other
community groups to promote respon-

sible development and to provide assistance to other individuals or groups affected by public or private development
projects.
WECARE plans to evaluate existing
standards and assist in the development of
new standards of responsible development.
Key principles for the review and assessment of responsible development include
financial impacts, tax impacts, aesthetic
impacts, traffic and safety impacts, and
quality of life impacts, among others.
WECARE will recommend action plans
to the mayor and town council as needed.
And as the time approaches to say
goodbye to Mayor McDermott, we wish
him and his family well and thank him for
his years of public service to Westfield.
We also thank him for his willingness to
allow the town to vote on the referendum
question in the last election. We regret
that we will not have more time to work
with him on implementing the improvements to the parking program.
In the interim, we look forward to
working with the next mayor and council
regarding on-going issues so important to
the residents of Westfield. We ask you the
residents to stay informed – stay involved.
Remember, Westfield is a town for all
of us to enjoy. For further information
about WECARE please visit our website
at www.westfieldredevelopment.com.
The WECARE core members are Jim
Baker, Jacquie Brevard, Thomas Cunniff,
Diana Florian, Cynthia Foulke, Beverly
Mack, John Mancini, Jeffery Messing,
Rob Nehring, Maureen Rothfelder, Ken
Rotter, Cathy Salomon, Allen Solomon,
Sharon Stockwell, Neil Sullivan, Roger
Sullivan, Ken Sumner, Robert Tarte, and
Laye Thiam.
WECARE
Westfield

Union County Payroll is Top-Heavy
In Salaries, Administrators and Perks
The Union County payroll is becoming
top-heavy with administrators. In 2000,
there were 24 employees earning over
$100,000 – in 2004 there were 64. Employees earning $90,000 to $99,000 jumped
from 42 to 107; those earning $78,000 to
$89,000 jumped from 104 to 222.
The county payroll (not including benefits) increased $21 million from 2000 to
2004. If it were distributed equally, every
employee would have received a six percent raise per year for three years. But,
this did not happen. In reality, eight percent of the employees accounted for the
bulk of the $21 million increase.
The county has kept the total number of
employees about even, the numbers show
that only 20 more positions were added
between 2000 and 2004 (2,840 in 2000
and 2,860 in 2004). This does not include
about 300 seasonal employees.
As rank and file workers leave, the
county creates new administrative positions. The county is heavy with administrators; with a shortage of workers.
Each year, the county shuffles departments and a new layer of administration
appears. Titles appear that never existed,
with salaries of $80,000 and up. The jump
in payroll between 2004 and 2005 is approximately $3 million. This includes: a
beefed up salary for acting Governor
Codey’s brother; a $65,000 golden parachute (plus benefits) for former freeholder
Louis Mingo; and a new director’s position
at the cost of $82,500 for Shardra Badri who
was clerk of the board for a short time.
Ms. Bahdri’s prior employment was
with Sen. Ray Lesniak’s legislative office. She is getting paid to organize volunteers at Runnells Specialized Hospital,
as is Assemblywoman Linda Stender who
is paid $66,000. Ms. Stender is receiving
$22,000 more than the person who previously held the same position.
County Manager George Devanney,

Sen. Lesniak’s nephew, has given himself a retroactive pay raise every year
since being appointed. His current salary
is $144,257. He previously held two parttime county positions simultaneously before being appointed; they were deputy
county manager and director of economic
development. These positions were created for Mr. Devanney. They did not exist
prior to his employment. He is the third
highest paid county manager in the state.
We have a well-paid deputy county
manager, which most counties do without. Elizabeth Genovich is tied for first
place with Monmouth County’s deputy
manager’s salary.
Of all 21 counties, we have the third
highest paid freeholders and they get the
best perks, including cars. Only Hudson
County outshines Union County.
I placed an OPRA request for the name
of the employee who held Lou Mingo’s
job position prior to him. The name has
yet to be provided.
Tina Renna
Cranford

PTA Thanks Voters for
Passing School Budget
The Presidents’ Committee of the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood PTA Council
would like to thank the citizens of Scotch
Plains and Fanwood for passing the 20052006 school budget.
We thank you for recognizing the greatest investment our community can make
— the future of our children. The support
that you have shown allows both our
programs to continue and our children to
thrive. It also ensures that the value of our
properties retains its cornerstone: a solid
public school system.
Gale Miller, Secr.
Scotch Plains-Fanwood PTA Council
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Diction Deception
Below are four arcane words, each with
four definitions – only one is correct. The
others are made up. Are you sharp enough
to discern this deception of diction?
If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!
All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.
Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Ossarium – A receptacle for the
bones or ashes of the dead
2. Sorema – A mass of carpels in a
single flower
3. Keratin – An albuminous substance
forming the principal matter of hair and nails
4. Assot – To infatuate
LACHRYMAL
1. Putrid; foul-smelling
2. Excessively sweaty
3. Producing tears
4. Heavy, abnormal growth of hair
VALETUDINARIANISM
1. A state of feeble health
2. Passing on unfavorable genetic traits
3. A state of purification or having
impurities removed
4. A state of excessive grief; very sad
DEBOUCH
1. To make or look smart; to dress up
2. A pulling or plucking off
3. In military usage, to march out of a
confined place into open country
4. To belittle or humble
IMBROGLIO
1. A concealed dungeon with a trap
door at the top
2. A confusing situation
3. An outside staircase
4. A pleasant stroll

Should Westfield Not
Have Gay Teachers?
Warren Victor’s letter to the editor
(April 28. 2005) begins by mentioning
the recently-defeated school budget. In
particular he blames the Westfield Board
of Education for granting health coverage
to domestic partners of members of the
Westfield Education Association (WEA).
In this regard, the WEA is now on par
with employees of the State of NJ, who
also receive domestic partner health coverage. In addition, nearly half of Fortune
500 companies offer such benefits, and
the number has been increasing rapidly.
Would these companies offer the benefit if they did not think it was in their
financial interest as a tool to recruit and
retain talented employees?
Mr. Victor states, “we are not San
Francisco, SoHo or Michael Jackson.” I
do not dispute his geographic assertions.
He discusses “normal and time-proven
social and moral behavior” before ending
with his second reference to “Neverland.”
If Mr. Victor thinks Westfield should
not have gay teachers, he should say so.
But if he is trying to draw a linkage
between health coverage for domestic
partners and issues of child sexual abuse,
that is shameful.
Among other things, he should be aware
of the 1994 study in the journal Pediatrics
that finds that between 97 percent and 100
percent of sexual abuse cases against children are committed by heterosexuals.
Tom Smith
Westfield

Watterson Lot is Still
Taken by Contractor
I see that the town is finally tackling the
parking problem in a sensible and costefficient manner. I wonder if anyone on
the parking committee has noticed that a
significant part of the Watterson Street lot
is still occupied by equipment used to
reconfigure the traffic circle, which has
long since been completed.
This is both an eyesore and a complete
waste of space. I would guess there are at
least 30 unutilized spaces available here
at virtually no cost to taxpayers.
Telly Zachariades
Westfield

BOE Employees Should
Contribute to Benefits
With salaries and benefits accounting
for 75 percent of the SP-F BOE budget, it
is obvious where the members of the
board should be concentrating their attention. It is time for the BOE employees to
contribute to their health and pension
benefits as are employees of the private
sector are doing.
The Township of Scotch Plains and the
County of Union must also look at their
benefits packages and who pays for them.
Pains should also be taken to eliminate
nonproductive layers of administration in
the school system.
If only 132 civic minded people joined
us at the polls on school board election
day to reject the budget, the property
owners would be facing a smaller tax
increase and possibly more fiscal responsibility at the BOE.
Walter Appel
Scotch Plains

Plainfield Welcomes
Civic-minded People
I am responding to Chris Nelson’s letter to the editor in the April 28 edition.
Why, in an otherwise sensible letter, did
Mr. Nelson have to make a completely
gratuitous statement about Plainfield?
Like Mr. Nelson, I grew up in Westfield
and graduated from Westfield High in
1974. I have taught history and economics at Plainfield High School for the past
15 years. I bought my home in Plainfield
in 1995 because I wanted to live in a
community with enough civic spirit and
sense of responsibility towards its children to regularly pass the school budget.
By all means, move to Plainfield. We
have many lovely houses and neighborhoods in the city, a thriving and newly
streetscaped South Avenue commercial
corridor, a resurgent downtown, and
graduates from our high school who attend Ivy League colleges.
We welcome civic-minded people —
from wherever they come.
Molly Banta
Plainfield
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Why Westfield? Nowhere Else
I Would Rather Call Home
By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PAL SMILES...The Irvington PAL held its first annual PAL football banquet
recently, aided by the Westfield and Scotch Plains PAL. Irvington Mayor Wayne
Smith, center, and organizer John Abrams, right, are all smiles as the youth beam
in receiving recognition. See letter on page 4.

Letters to the Editor
WF Residents Thank Council and
Police For Action at Intersection
We wanted to thank you (the Westfield
Town Council) for the immediate response
to a very dangerous situation. On April
15, at approximately 3 p.m. there was
another serious car accident at the intersection of Lawrence and Dudley Avenues.
Three cars were involved and packs of
Roosevelt students were on all corners.
Another 30 seconds, and a student may
have been seriously injured or killed.
You looked at the pictures of the accident, read the e-mails, listened to us at the
April 18 council meeting and immediately
acted. On April 19, at school dismissal,
there was a police officer at the intersection of Lawrence and Dudley directing
traffic and guiding pedestrians. The crossing guard at Prospect and Dudley was
reinstated. We can’t thank you enough!
As indicated by the town, these are two
of the eight worst intersections or “hot
spots” in town. In addition to the high

number of car accidents with injuries,
these intersections are extremely dangerous because of the large volume of
Roosevelt and Franklin students crossing
them on a daily basis.
We know the town council is working
on long-term solutions to these intersections and many others in town. However,
you realized the grave danger our children are in now, and you came up with an
interim solution. We cannot ask more
from our town government and our police
department.
By your actions, you have proven to us
that nothing matters more than our
children’s safety. With this interim solution, you have saved lives! Thank you.
Jackie and Mike Cash, Debbie and
Scott Kephart, Liz and Dave McAlister,
Lynne and Paul Partridge
Westfield

Det. Chambers Defended For Efforts
On Behalf of Community’s Youth
I am a 25-year resident of Westfield, a
naturalized American citizen. I raised my
children here and have always enjoyed
being part of this lovely town.
I am therefore absolutely appalled that
one of our finest police officers, Detective Sandra Chambers, is being raked
over the coals for what appears to be a
very minor offense. Had she been found
DWI, brawling, leaving the scene or inappropriately using her weapon, I might
understand — but a parking ticket?
Detective Chambers is a bright, intelligent and energetic young woman who for
many years has enhanced our town with
her deep involvement and caring of our
children. She has always been a cham-

pion for our youth, going above and beyond what was required of her to assist
any child in need, be it through counseling, arranging basketball games or enrollment in county programs.
Not to mention, she helped us poor
parents make sense of our adolescents and
their raging hormones! The list goes on.
Perhaps I am missing something, but in
this instance the punishment does not fit
the crime. I hope that the “powers that be”
will see this and realize that Westfield
needs more people like Sandy in our
community.
Lyndsey Benito
Westfield

A few years ago, after tripping over
one toy truck too many, my husband
and I decided it was time to move to
a bigger house.
The first question was whether to
stay in this area or move closer to
where he works in northwestern New
Jersey. The second question was
which bank we would have to rob to
finance the leap from a three-bedroom to a four-bedroom house.
Luckily, we managed to scrape
enough money together without having to do jail time, so we enlisted
realtors to cover several areas between here and my husband’s office.
Rolling hills and breathtaking views
awaited us in the northwestern part of
our state. Traffic? What’s that? There
were miles of open country roads
with nary a reason to ever honk the
horn. Houses were spacious, boasting kitchens with center islands and
convenient main floor laundry rooms.
Back in Westfield, we toured house
after house on postage stamp lots.
The so-called fourth bedrooms we
craved were merely cramped attic
spaces smaller than some of the walkin closets we’d seen in other towns.
Several of the homes didn’t even have
commonplace amenities like central
air-conditioning, and many family
rooms were nothing more than tiny
glorified porches.
With three active little boys, finding a large yard was paramount in our
home selection process, and the other
part of the state readily served up an
acre or two, or sometimes even five.
The taxes were lower. The air was
cleaner, quieter. My husband’s commute would be shorter. You certainly
get more house and more land for
your dollar.
The choice seemed so blatantly
obvious. And yet...
Where were the sidewalk neighborhoods? Where was the traffic cop
in the town center? Where was the
main street movie theater straight out
of a Frank Capra film?
How about other moms jogging by
with their strollers, folks walking their
dogs and waving hello?
Where were the charming porticos, the welcoming front porches, the
historical gables and gingerbread
trims of bygone eras?
You have to drive 20 minutes to buy
milk? The shore is how far away?
There’s only one elementary school
and the kids would be riding the bus
for how long each day?
After searching for a year and a
half, we finally found our colonial,

and we found it right here in a friendly
Westfield neighborhood. It has four
bedrooms on the second floor, central
air and a nice backyard.
Of course, it also has bathrooms
that, on a good day, could best be
described as Brady Bunch-esque with
dizzying wallpaper and turquoise and
pink fixtures. To think we fought a
bidding war just to own them.
Some people definitely thought we
were crazy. But many people think
we are crazy for various other reasons
anyway, so we’re used to it.
With the astronomical taxes we’re
paying, we may never be able to add
that coveted kitchen island, and
heaven knows I’m still lugging a laundry basket from the basement up two
full flights of stairs each day.
But I love our block, with its manicured lawns all in a row and neighbors close enough to chat with while
gardening on a Sunday afternoon.
I love that my children are getting
an outstanding education, that there
are so many local clubs and programs
available to suit their interests now as
well as in the future.
I love that no matter how sick or
frightening the world gets, I can stroll
past the stately Presbyterian Church
lit up at Christmastime while the carolers are singing downtown, and for a
second feel like I’m in a Norman
Rockwell painting.
I love the town that strives to preserve
its history so proudly, and the sense of
family, friendship and community I get
from the people who live here.
Sure, we probably could’ve spent
less money and found a bigger, better
house elsewhere. But there is no place
else I would rather call home.

CONVERSATION ABOUT CAREERS…Brigid Ryan, left, interviews Liz Smith
about her experiences during Career Day last week. Both are students at
Roosevelt Intermediate School in Westfield.

Career Day Offers Youth
A Taste of ‘Real World’
By BRIGID RYAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – On April 28,
eighth-grade students had an opportunity to learn about careers by accompanying an adult and seeing what
their job is like.
Some students joined their relatives, friends or other people in whose
career they are interested. Students
got to see what it is like in the real
world so they know what to expect
when they get a job.
Eighth grader Liz Smith followed a
former teacher from Washington Elementary School. She got to spend a
day with Sally Heyder, Media Specialist at Washington. Liz, who is
now thinking about becoming a special education teacher, has known
this teacher for a long time and thought

it would be interesting to spend Career Day with her.
Liz stated, “It was a really rewarding experience to help out the kids.”
Career Day is also known as “Take
Your Child to Work Day,” a day started
to teach girls about the many careers
they could have. Now all students
participate in this activity as a way to
look into careers in which they are
interested.
It is something that every student
should take advantage of so they can
find out what they will do with their life.
*******
Brigid is an eighth grade student at
Roosevelt Intermediate School. For
Career Day, she went to work with a
journalist. She wrote this story as an
assignment for The Westfield Leader
and The Times.
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Children’s Story Time Dates
Listed By Westfield Library
WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Memorial Library has announced its
calendar of storytime programs for
children. All are conducted on a dropin basis, but attendance is limited, so
participants are advised to arrive early
and sign in at the Children’s Desk.
Children must have a valid
Westfield Library card to participate.
The library requests that children attend each program only once per week
so that as many youngsters can participate as possible.
“Time for Tales for Ages 3½-5”
will continue to be held on Mondays

from 1:30 to 2 p.m. and Fridays from
10:30 to 11 a.m. through Friday, May
20.
“The Mother Goose Lapsit” spring
program for ages 10 to 23 months
will begin on Tuesday, May 10, and
continue through Wednesday, June 1.
It will be held on Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 9:45 to 10:05 a.m.
For more information about these
free programs, please call (908) 7894090, visit the library’s website at
www.wmlnj.org, or stop by the library for a copy of its quarterly newsletter.

Memorial Day Parade Set
For May 30 In Westfield

Ms. Mie Asakawa and Byron Powell

Ms. Mie Asakawa
To Marry Byron Powell
Her fiancé was raised in North
Smithfield, R.I. and is a graduate of
North Smithfield Junior Senior High
School and the Community College of
Rhode Island. He is employed as a
Desktop Specialist with Northeastern
University in Boston, where he also is
pursuing a Bachelor of Science degree.
Mr. Powell proposed to Ms.
Asakawa on June 19, 2004 in Negril,
Jamaica. The couple will be married
next month at the Gamble Mansion in
Boston.

Mr. and Mrs. John Asakawa of
Westfield have announced the engagement of their daughter, Ms. Mie
Asakawa, to Byron Powell. He is the
son of Mr. and Mrs. Roger Powell of
North Smithfield, R.I.
The future bride grew up in
Westfield and now resides in Boston,
Mass. A graduate of Westfield High
School and Northeastern University,
she is employed by Northeastern
University in Boston as a Help Desk
Specialist II.

WESTFIELD – The Annual
Westfield Memorial Day Parade will
take place on Monday, May 30, beginning at 9 a.m. with services at the
Monument to Veterans of World War
I at the plaza of East Broad Street and
North Avenue. Participants will assemble in the Lord & Taylor parking
lot at 8 a.m.
This year’s parade will start after
the opening ceremonies, proceeding
up East Broad Street, left onto Elm
Street, right onto Orchard Street, and
right onto Mountain Avenue past the
Revolutionary War Cemetery, where
the Sons and Daughters of the American Revolution will hold memorial
services. The parade will not stop at
the cemetery, but will continue left
onto East Broad Street up to Fairview
Cemetery, where final ceremonies
will take place. The committee also is
considering a parade route from the
monument straight up East Broad
Street to Fairview Cemetery.
The parade committee is encouraging all Westfield organizations to
participate in this year’s tribute to
veterans who died fighting for their
country.
Financial contributions to help off-

set the cost of running the parade will
be accepted and may be made payable to the American Legion and
mailed to 638 Coleman Place,
Westfield 07090.
Organizations also are welcome to
sponsor a wreath at the monument.
For further information, please call
Stan Cuba at (908) 233-2767.

Travel Agent to Speak
At Township Library
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Public Library will hold a program on travel planning, presented
by the AAA New Jersey Automobile
Club, at 7 p.m. on Wednesday, May
11.
The speaker will be Patricia Hurst,
a travel agent with AAA since June of
1998, who was named manager of the
club’s Clark branch in July of 2000.
She also worked as a travel agent for
18 years before joining AAA and is
an experienced traveler herself.
This program is free and open to
all, and light refreshments will be
offered. The Scotch Plains Public
Library is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue.

Dr. Sharon Alspector and Matthew Mozian

Dr. Sharon Alspector
To Wed Matthew Mozian
Mr. and Mrs. Joshua Alspector of
South Riding, Va., formerly of
Westfield, and Mr. and Mrs. Paul
Mozian of Kingston, N.Y. have announced the engagement of their children, Dr. Sharon Lisa Alspector of
New York City and Matthew H. D.
Mozian of Long Island City, N.Y.
The bride-elect is a 1993 graduate
of Westfield High School. She was
awarded her bachelor’s degree in 1997
from Duke University and received
her medical degree in 2001 from the
University of Colorado.
Dr. Alspector currently is completing a residency in psychiatry at Columbia Presbyterian Medical Center
in New York City.
The future bridegroom is a 1994
graduate of Onteora High School. He

Pierces Welcome
Avery Claire
Michelle and Tom Pierce of
Westfield have announced the birth
of their first child, daughter Avery
Claire Pierce, on Tuesday, March 29,
at 12:13 p.m. at Overlook Hospital in
Summit.
Avery weighed 8 pounds and 14
ounces and measured 21 inches in
length at birth.
The baby’s maternal grandparents
are Mildred A. Beese of Westfield
and the late Robert F. Beese.
Her paternal grandparents are Doris
J. Pierce of Basking Ridge and George
E. Pierce, Sr. of Princeton.

completed a bachelor’s degree at the
State University of New York at
Geneseo in 1998 and received his
Juris Doctor degree from Albany Law
School in 2001.
Mr. Mozian was associated with
Mayer, Brown, Rowe and Maw LLP
in New York City until 2004. He
currently is a public defender with
The Legal Aid Society.
The couple plans to be married in
the spring of 2006.

Davenports Welcome
Son, Edward Robert
Edward and Teresa Davenport of
Westfield have announced the birth
of their son, Edward Robert Davenport, Jr., on Thursday, April 14, at
8:09 a.m. at Overlook Hospital in
Summit.
Edward weighed 7 pounds and 13
ounces and measured 19¾ inches in
length at birth.
He joins his sister, Francesca, who
is 22 months old.
The baby’s maternal grandparents
are Francesco and Elisa Perrone of
North Plainfield.
H. Edward and MaryLouise Davenport of Cranford are his paternal
grandparents.
Edward’s maternal great-grandmothers are Teresa Perrone of North
Plainfield and Iolanda Merola of Italy.
His paternal great-grandparents are
Salvatore and Edvidge Apuzzio of
Roselle Park.

R a t e d ★★★★★ by BauerFinancial, Inc.

Town Super Checking!
You Will Notice the Difference …

2.02%

APY*

on balances of $5,000 or more.
Applies to new accounts only.

• FREE unlimited checkwriting and transactions
• FREE Visa® Check Card™
• FREE Telephone Banking
• FREE first order of basic checks
• FREE of monthly service charge if daily balance
of $1,000 or higher is maintained

Hurry! Open your account today
and receive a $25 Westfield Gift Coin
redeemable at participating businesses
in downtown Westfield!**

BEAUTY
IS IN
YOUR
HANDS
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY OFFER

520 South Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090
908.301.0800

Guillotine Salon & Spa is now offering Light Concept Nails, Europe’s #1
ultra-light nail system. Natural looking LCN nails last longer and with less
maintenance than other artificial nails. The odorless, acid free, 100%
cured non-porous gel is ideal for all climates and is easily removed without aggressive chemicals.

44 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090
908.518.9333

www.townbank.com

For a limited time* you can try this great nail system for only $90,
regularly $120. Call today to schedule your appointment!
I N S U R E D

* APY = Annual Percentage Yield. Balances of less than $5,000 earn .50% APY. Rates subject to change based
on market conditions and without notice. Minimum balance to open is $5,000. If account is closed prior to
1 year, a $25.00 service fee is assessed. If balance is below $1,000, there is a $10 monthly service fee and no
interest is earned. Offer applies only to new accounts, new money, and funds may not be transferred from an
existing Town Bank account.
** Gift coins available only while supplies last. Offer may be withdrawn without notice. Tax liability is responsibility
of the account holder.

guillotine

salon & spa

1 0 8 C e n t r a l Av e , We s t f i e l d

908-654-8686

*Offer valid through
June 15, 2005
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Our Mothers Deserve to Be Honored
More Than Just One Day a Year
By REV. KELMO C. PORTER, JR.

The second Sunday in May has always been set aside and revered as
“Mother’s Day” throughout the entire
Judeo-Christian world. But why do we
honor her just one day throughout the
year, when in our hearts we know that a
good mother should be honored and
cherished every day.
What do you really think of your
mother? How do you best remember
her? Do you remember sitting beside
her in church while she tried her best to
keep you quiet? Can you remember her
tucking you in bed as she leaned over to
warmly kiss you goodnight? Perhaps
you will remember her as she meticulously prepared your favorite meal and
carefully placed it on the table to your
delight.
Others of you will surely remember
her as she knelt down by your bedside
and earnestly prayed when a serious
crisis invaded your home, while still
others among you will never forget how
she ministered to you all night long in
your difficult times of sickness, troubles
and despair.
For most of us, our beloved regal
mothers are still with us. And for this,
we ought to thank our loving and Almighty God of heaven. But for some of
you, you will surely remember how she
smiled through her pain, kissed you for
the last time and then slipped away into
the Eternal arms of God the Creator of
all things and us.
But how do you really remember
your often-unheralded mother? Whether
she’s living or demised, what really is
the greatest thing that any of us will
remember about our cherished queen
of the home?
Certainly, our fondest memories will

12 O’Clock Luncheon
To Feature Merry Men
SCOTCH PLAINS – Area senior
citizens are invited to join the 12
O’Clock Club at the Willow Grove
Presbyterian Church in Scotch Plains
on Tuesday, May 10, at noon for lunch
and an entertainment program.
The Merry Men, a group of senior
singers and a subgroup of the Old Guard
of Westfield, will entertain at the gathering. The cost of the luncheon is $4.
Individuals also are invited to participate in the free Stretches for Health
exercise program held every Tuesday
from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. at Willow
Grove, and then to stay for the 12
O’Clock Club luncheon on the second
Tuesday of the month.
Those interested in attending the luncheon are asked to make their reservations by Sunday, May 8. To make a
reservation or to arrange for transportation, please call Barbara Couphos at
(908) 322-7892.
The Willow Grove Church is located
at 1961 Raritan Road. For more information, please call the church office at
(908)
232-5678,
e-mail
wilgrv@netzero.com or visit
www.scotchplains.com/wgpc, the
church’s website.

a

not be of her physical beauty, which is so
easy for you to see; nor will you dwell on
her marvelous capacity to cook. You will
not boast about her successes and accomplishments in our gripping and entangled social systems. Oh, no! If you
seriously think and remember your outstanding mother at all, you will probably
remember her exhibition of faith, her
undying faith in God. Her strong faith in
a God whom she knew would not and
could not fail is the greatest thing any
mother can ever possess.
To her, the Bible was not just another
book; to her it was the Divine, Infallible
Word of God. So amid every crisis
situation, she turned to it for her daily
comfort and necessary guidance. Thus,
she became the example her children
needed to see on a day-to-day basis.
From this example, as the queen of her
home, she was able to put the necessary
daily discipline in the eager and anxious lives of her little ones. Everything
a good mother does she joyfully does in
a spirit of genuine love. Thus her children will always love and respect her,
because deep down inside, they know
that their mother genuinely loves them.
Surely this kind of mother deserves
more than a bouquet of lovely flowers
once a year. She deserves our loyalty,
our love and our devotion 365 days a
year. For her, every day should be
Mother’s Day.
*******
Reverend Porter serves as Senior
Pastor of St. John’s Baptist Church,
located at 2387 Morse Avenue in
Scotch Plains.

Panel Discussion Is Slated
Tonight on Clergy Abuse

FOR THE CHILDREN…The Westfield Day Care Center Friends are appealing
for donations of children’s clothing, toys, books, tapes and small furniture items
for its spring sale, which will take place Friday and Saturday, May 20 and 21, in
Westminster Hall of The Presbyterian Church in Westfield. The non-profit center
has been serving youngsters like those pictured above since 1968.

Day Care Center Friends
Seek Spring Sale Donations
WESTFIELD – Clothing items for
boys and girls from infant to size 14
are needed for the annual spring sale
sponsored by the Westfield Day Care
Center Friends.
Children’s puzzles, games, educational toys, books, tapes and small
furniture items also are being collected. The Friends are unable to accept adult clothing, stuffed animals,
cribs, sandboxes and large infant and
toddler items. All donations are tax
deductible.
The sale will take place Friday and
Saturday, May 20 and 21, in
Westminster Hall of The Presbyte-

rian Church in Westfield. Sale hours
will be 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Friday and
9 to 11 a.m. on Saturday.
On Thursday, May 19, there will be
a parent and donors’ preview sale
from 3 to 6 p.m., also in Westminster
Hall.
Donations will be accepted Wednesday through Friday, May 11 to 13,
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., and Saturday,
May 14, between 9 and 11 a.m. at the
center, located in The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield’s Christian Education Building, 120 Mountain Avenue in Westfield. For more information, please call (908) 232-6717.

WESTFIELD – A discussion panel
of three survivors of clergy sexual
abuse will share their experiences
tonight, Thursday, May 5, at 7:30
p.m. at the First United Methodist
Church of Westfield, located at One
East Broad Street.
They will address such issues as
the impact clergy abuse has had on
their lives, faith and spirituality; how
the church has responded to them,

Holy Trinity Seniors
To Meet on Monday
WESTFIELD – The next meeting
of the Holy Trinity Senior Social Club
will take place on Monday, May 9, at
1:30 p.m. in the Holy Trinity
Interparochial School gymnasium in
Westfield.
Sister Joan Connelly, Pastoral Associate at Holy Trinity parish, will be
the guest speaker. She directs the
RCIA program and parish study
groups. Her topic will be “The Blessed
Mother Mary, kneeling before us.”
The club’s Monday, June 13 meeting will be an end of the season luncheon, also held in the gymnasium.
All members are invited and must
sign up at the May meeting.
On Wednesday, June 8, the club
will have lunch and take a cruise
aboard the River Lady. Additionally,
a trip to the Hunterdon Hills Playhouse is planned for Thursday, July
14. Further information will follow.

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Baptist Church will celebrate
“Different Ability Awareness Day”
during the 11 a.m. worship service on

St. John’s Baptist Men
Set Pancake Breakfast
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Men’s
Fellowship of St. John’s Baptist Church
in Scotch Plains will hold its ninth
annual Pancake Breakfast this Saturday, May 7, from 7:30 to 10:30 a.m.
The cost is $7. St. John’s Baptist
Church is located at 2387 Morse Avenue. For more information, please
call (908) 232-6972.

Temple Sholom to Hold
Casino Night Benefit
FANWOOD – Temple Sholom,
currently located in Fanwood, will
host its largest fundraiser of the year,
a Casino Night, on Saturday, May 14,
at 7:30 p.m. It will be held at the
Wardlaw-Hartridge School, 1295
Inman Avenue in Edison.
Tickets are $36 and include 100
casino chips, plus free appetizers,
desserts and more. Among the prizes
will be various lavish theme baskets
and a week’s luxury lodging in Aruba.
Tickets must be purchased in advance and will be held at the door. To
purchase tickets, please send a check
made payable to Temple Sholom to:
Temple Sholom, P.O. Box 539, Scotch
Plains 07076.
For more information, please call
the temple office at (908) 889-4900.
All proceeds raised from Casino Night
will directly benefit Temple Sholom.

Sunday, May 15, which also is Pentecost Sunday. Pentecost Sunday is the
birthday of the Christian Church.
The intent of the celebration is to
acknowledge that each person is a
unique individual endowed with varied abilities, and that all have been
called to be a part of God’s family.
The Reverend Bill Gaventa, an
American Baptist Minister, will be the
guest speaker. He serves as Director of
Community and Congregational Supports at the Elizabeth M. Boggs Center on Developmental Disabilities.
Reverend Gaventa also is an Associate Professor at UMDNJ-Robert Wood
Johnson Medical School and supervisor of the Clinical Pastoral Education
program at the Boggs Center.
At the conclusion of the service,
the church will celebrate the dedication of a new “Universal Access
Ramp” located at the Park Avenue
entrance to the sanctuary.
The Scotch Plains Baptist Church is
located at 333 Park Avenue, at the corner of Grand Street, with the parking lot
easily accessible from Grand Street.
For more information, please call the
church office at (908) 322-5487.

THE CHORAL ART SOCIETY OF NEW JERSEY
James S.Little –Director

Rq
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in C Minor

576 North Avenue Westfield, NJ (908) 232-5200
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THE

Your Environmental Headquarters

ARDLY T. PETERSEN
ECOMPANY

• Vacuums
• Sewing Machines
• Outdoor Power Equipment
• Air and Water Purification Equipment

SALES • SERVICE • PARTS

RESIDENTIAL

by Luigi Cherubini

COMMERCIAL

ECHO PAS-230

Leave it to ECHO to deliver a powerfully designed
system that grows with your individual
requirements. Two engine options and 11
commercial grade attachments offer complete
flexibility and unbeatable ECHO performance.

Zadok the Priest
by G.F. Handel

Pro Attachment Series:
Commercial-grade
performance for only:

$

RAPID LOADER™
$79.99

BRUSHCUTTER
$99.99

sd

259

99

PAS-230
(22.8cc engine)

PAS-260 (25.4cc engine)

$

EDGER
$99.99

CAS Chorus and Orchestra

28999

ARTICULATING
HEDGE CLIPPER

~ also featuring ~

$269.99

New Jersey Youth Choir

TILLER/
CULTIVATOR
$189.99

Patricia C. Joyce, Director

HEDGE CLIPPER
$169.99

sd

PRO THATCH™
PRO SWEEP™

$279.99

$269.99

SATURDAY , M AY 14, 2005– 8:00 P.M.

T HE P RESBYTERIAN C HURCH IN W ESTFIELD . M OUNTAIN A VENUE AT B ROAD S TREET
15 / $10 . T ICKETS A VAILABLE AT THE D OOR . F OR I NFORMATION C ALL 908-654-5737
W HEELCHAIR A CCESSIBLE

a

Funding has been made possible in part by the New Jersey State Council on the Arts, Department of State,
a partner agency of the National Endowment for the Arts, through a grant administered by the Union County
Division of Cultural and Heritage Affairs.

OR

Put An ECHO in Your Garage

CoronationAnthem

NEW JERSEY
STATE COUNCIL
ON THE ARTS

and what the church needs to do to
reach out to them.
The panelists will include Mark
Crawford, an active member of the
Support Network for those Abused
by Priests (SNAP); John Vega,
founder of the first Latino chapter of
SNAP, and Ray Skettini.
The goal of this forum is to provide
an understanding of the trauma experienced by victims of such abuse,
some of who have turned to suicide,
alcoholism or drugs, or have developed emotional disorders.
Nora Connors, who serves on the
Diocese of Paterson’s Review Board
for allegations of clergy abuse and is
herself a victim of clergy sexual abuse,
will be the moderator.
This program, which is open to the
public, is being sponsored by the
Union County affiliate of Voice of the
Faithful. Further information and directions may be obtained by calling
(908) 233-8960.

Scotch Plains Baptist Church
Plans ‘Different Ability Day’

equiem Mass

$

Page 7

PRO PADDLE (NOT PICTURED)
$299.99

POWER PRUNER®
$179.99

TRIMMER
$79.99

www.echo-usa.com

www.etpetersen.com
Closed Wednesday and Sunday

f
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James Burke, 87, Industrial Engineer;
Chairman of Joint Civic Committee

– Obituaries –

Stephen Andrejek, 91, Was Supervisor;
Founding Member at Lady of Lourdes

James F. Burke, a resident of He spent his career at Sun Oil ComWestfield for 56 years and also of pany, where he was an industrial
West Dennis, Mass., passed away engineer, retiring in 1983.
peacefully in his sleep early on the
An active participant in the
morning of Friday,
Westfield community,
April 29, at the age of
Jim was a member of
87.
the Westfield College
Born on December
Men’s Club and the
10, 1917 in Hinsdale,
Westfield Boosters AsIll., he was raised on
sociation, and conLong Island and gradustructed scenery for the
ated from Lynbrook
Westfield Community
High School in 1936.
Players for many years.
He also graduated from
He was an initiator
the New York Univerand Chairman of the
sity Hofstra College
Joint Civic Committee,
campus in Hempstead,
an organization comN.Y., where he was a
posed of representatives
member of the college’s
from all the Westfield
James F. Burke
first graduating class.
community service
Jim entered the United States Navy groups to find talented candidates
and was honorably discharged in for the Board of Education. In addi1943 with the rank of lieutenant, j.g. tion, he was a member of Echo Lake
Country Club since 1967 and a communicant of the Church of St. Helen.
DEATH NOTICE
He will be remembered by family
Dorothy Sorf, 91
and friends for his Irish wit and huDorothy McCann Sorf, 91, of mor, his kind and generous nature,
Fanwood died on Wednesday, April and especially for the deep love and
13, at Muhlenberg Regional Medical devotion he gave to his family.
Center in Plainfield.
Surviving are his wife of 61 years,
Born in New York, Mrs. Sorf was a Joan T. Burke; his son, Steven J.
longtime resident of Fanwood and of Burke, Esq., and daughter-in-law,
The Chelsea at Fanwood, an assisted Margaret C. Burke; his daughter, Barliving facility.
bara B. Ball, and son-in-law, Frederick
She was predeceased by her hus- W. Ball; his four grandchildren, Jay,
band, Edward, and by a son, Richard. Katherine, Meg and Stefanie; his sisSurviving are a daughter, Lynn Sorf ter, Helen B. Merclean, and five nieces
of Fanwood; a son, Robert Sorf, and and nephews.
his wife, Charlotte, of Florida; a
A private family interment was held
grandson, Rick Storm, Jr. and his on Saturday, April 30, at Fairview
wife, Jennifer, of South Plainfield; a Cemetery in Westfield. A memorial
granddaughter, Rachel Sorf of Mass will be celebrated at the Church
Florida, and three great-grandchil- of St. Helen in Westfield at 11:30 a.m.
dren, Megan, Savannah and Cody tomorrow, Friday, May 6.
Storm of South Plainfield. In addiIn lieu of flowers, the family asks
tion to the family, two wonderful that donations in his name be made
friends, Donna M. Dolce of Fanwood to the Westfield Rescue Squad, P.O.
and Viola Kohl Rothery of Box 356, Westfield, N.J. 07091, the
Kenilworth, also survive her.
Westfield Boosters Association or
A memorial Mass will be offered at the American Cancer Society of
7 p.m. tomorrow, Friday, May 6, at Union County, 507 Westminster
the Immaculate Heart of Mary Ro- Avenue, Elizabeth, N.J. 07208.
May 5, 2005
man Catholic Church in Scotch Plains.
Private arrangements are by the
Growney Funeral Home in Hillside.

Pamela Giordano, 39, Was Underwriter
For Two Area Insurance Companies

Stephen Charles Andrejek, 91, of
He was predeceased by his wife,
Westfield died on Saturday, April 23, Agnes Terplan Andrejek.
at Runnells Specialized Hospital of
Surviving are a daughter and sonUnion County in Berkeley Heights.
in-law, Linda A. and Anthony Nuzzo
Born in Bethlehem,
of Westfield, and a
Pa., he had lived in
grandson, Scott Nuzzo.
Mountainside
and
The funeral was held
Westfield before moving
on Friday, April 29, from
to Runnells Specialized
the Higgins and Bonner
Hospital in 2002.
Echo Lake Funeral
Prior to retiring in 1978,
Home in Westfield. A
Mr. Andrejek had been a
Funeral Mass followed
Shipping Clerk Superviat the Our Lady of
sor at Bamberger’s in
Lourdes Church. InterNewark for 47 years.
ment was at Fairview
A United States Army
Cemetery in Westfield.
veteran of World War II,
Memorial donations
Stephen Andrejek
he was a member of Vetmay be made to the
erans of Foreign Wars
American Heart AssociaPost No. 2636 in Linden and the 25- tion, New Jersey Affiliate Memorials
Year Club of Bamberger’s.
Program, 2550 U.S. Highway 1, North
Mr. Andrejek also was a founding Brunswick 08902 or Runnells Speparishioner of the Our Lady of cialized Hospital, 40 Watchung Way,
Lourdes Roman Catholic Church in Berkeley Heights 07922.
May 5, 2005
Mountainside.

Dolores Ackerman, 71

FSO Slates Program
On ‘Explosive’ Child

Dolores E. Silver Ackerman, 71, of
Westfield died on Monday, May 2, at
Overlook Hospital in Summit.
Born in Jersey City, she lived in
Westfield for the last 46 years.
Mrs. Ackerman had been a swim
instructor at the WestfieldYM/YWCA
for many years before retiring 14
years ago.
Surviving are her husband of 48
years, George Ackerman; two daughters, Eileen Hrubik of Bridgewater
and Carol Crystal of Point Pleasant; a
son, Gary Ackerman of Union; a
brother, John Silver of Toms River; a
sister, Norma Silver of Hanford, Calif., and four grandchildren.
Graveside services will be held at
10 a.m. today, Thursday, May 5, at
Graceland Memorial Park in
Kenilworth.
Arrangements are by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Avenue in Westfield.

WESTFIELD – On Tuesday, May
10, the Family Support Organization (FSO) of Union County will
host an evening of discussion and
support from 6:30 to 8 p.m. for
parents of children who display
seemingly unprovoked anger in outof-control tantrums.
The book “The Explosive Child”
by Ross W. Greene, Ph.D. will be
the resource for this discussion.
Wendy Jones, a professional writer
and parent, will be the featured
speaker. The program will take
place at the FSO of Union County’s
office at 137 Elmer Street.
The discussion will include real
and practical suggestions from the
book and Ms. Jones’ own life experiences. Participants are invited to
share their own successes and concerns. For more information, please
call (908) 789-7625 and ask for
Gail, Kathy or Vickie.

May 5, 2005

May 5, 2005

Pamela Giordano, 39, of North
Plainfield died on Thursday, April
28, at her home.
Born in Elizabeth, she had resided
in Scotch Plains and Westfield prior
to moving to North Plainfield in
1995.
Mrs. Giordano was employed as
an agency management underwriter
for the Parkway Insurance Company
in Bridgewater. Earlier, she had been
an underwriter for the Allstate Insurance Company in Murray Hill and
Bridgewater.
She was predeceased by her father, John Zyla.

Surviving are her husband, Peter
A. Giordano, Jr.; her mother, Patricia
Zyla; a brother, Mark E. Zyla, and a
sister, Karen A. DiPietro.
The funeral was held on Tuesday,
May 3, from the Rossi Funeral Home
in Scotch Plains. A Mass followed at
St. Bartholomew the Apostle Roman Catholic Church in Scotch
Plains. Interment took place at Saint
Gertrude Cemetery in Colonia.
Memorial donations may be made
to the North Plainfield Rescue Squad,
334 Somerset Street, North Plainfield
07060.
May 5, 2005

Nicholas Kamins, 83, Senior Supervisor
Of Civil Engineering at Foster-Wheeler
Nicholas T. Kamins, 83, of
Westfield died on Tuesday, April 26,
at Overlook Hospital in Summit.
Born in The Bronx, N.Y., he lived
in Westfield for the last 39 years.
Mr. Kamins had been a Senior Supervisor of Civil Engineering for the
Foster Wheeler Energy Corporation
in Livingston for 26 years before retiring in 1985. After his retirement,
he continued as a consultant for 10
years.
He earned a Bachelor of Science
degree in Engineering from the New
Jersey Institute of Technology and
was a member of the Professional
Engineers Association.
Surviving are his wife of 53 years,

Mary F. Mc Innis Kamins; four sons,
Michael Kamins of Bernardsville, Peter Kamins of Yardley, Pa., Ted Kamins
and Steve Kamins, both of Westfield; a
daughter, Kathy Mc Cord of Newark,
Del., and nine grandchildren.
A Funeral Mass was offered on
Saturday, April 30, at St. Anne’s Roman Catholic Church in Garwood.
Burial followed at Saint Gertrude
Cemetery in Colonia.
Arrangements were under the direction of the Gray Funeral Home,
318 East Broad Street in Westfield.
Memorial donations may be made
to the Westfield Rescue Squad, P.O.
Box 356, Westfield 07091.
May 5, 2005

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Memorial Library, located at 550 East
Broad Street, will offer a two-session
class entitled “Puzzled by the
Internet” for adults on Tuesdays, May
10 and 17, from 10 to 11:30 a.m.
This hands-on class for beginners
will teach participants how to access
websites, select a search engine and
print material from the Internet.
The library also will host several
other programs for adults during the
week of May 8 to 15, including two
“TGIF” programs.
The first, entitled “In Celebration
of Older Americans Month: Senior
Resources on the Web” is slated for
Friday, May 13, at 1:30 p.m. Individuals will learn how to use some
online resources for seniors, their
families and caregivers.
The second, “Remembering Earhart
and Lindberg,” will take place on Friday, May 20, at 1:30 p.m., and will
explore two heroes of early aviation.
Finally, Goodbye Lenin!, an awardwinning German film, will be presented
at 1 and 7 p.m. on Tuesday, May 10.

B

eauty, Dignity & Peace
Overlooking Bunnell Pond.

Family Lots, Single Graves, Niches & Community Mausoleums
Faithfully Serving the Public Since 1868, on 105 Picturesque Acres.

Fairview Cemetery
Nonprofit • Nonsectarian

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 4100

Cranford
218 North Avenue
276-0255
Charles V. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 3703
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For more information, or to register for these free programs, please
call (908) 789-4090, visit the library’s
website at www.wmlnj.org, or stop
by the library for a copy of its quarterly newsletter.

Terrill Road Baptist
To Welcome Singers
SCOTCH PLAINS – “Living
Proof,” a nationally-known Gospel
and ministry group, will appear in
concert at 6 p.m. on Sunday, May 15,
at the Terrill Road Baptist Church in
Scotch Plains.
The singers are associated with
“Primary Focus,” a Santee, Calif. organization that reaches more than one
million elementary school students
in 38 states annually through valuesbased assembly programs.
Terrill Road Baptist is located at
1340 Terrill Road. This concert is
free and open to all. A freewill offering will be taken. The Reverend William C. Page is Pastor. For more information, please call (908) 322-7151.

MASTER
MEMORIALS
524 Central Avenue
Westfield, NJ
(908) 233-2350

Designer • Builders of fine

Caring & Courteous Service to the
Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Gertrude “Pat” Wolff of Juno Beach,
Fla.; a brother, Spencer Wolff of Walnut Creek, Calif., and a sister, Leslie
Wolff of Buffalo, N.Y.
Funeral services will be held at 11
a.m. tomorrow, Friday, May 6, at the
Memorial Funeral Home, 155 South
Avenue in Fanwood. Cremation will
be private. Visitation will take place
from 2 to 4 and 7 to 9 p.m. today,
Thursday, May 5, at the funeral home.
In lieu of flowers, memorial donations
may be made to Scotch Plains PAL, 430
Park Avenue, Scotch Plains 07076.

Westfield Memorial Library
Plans Programs for Adults

ow Offering the New
Willow View Mausoleum,
A Unique Concept in
Memorial Properties.

Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.

William Wolff, 52, of Scotch Plains
died on Tuesday, May 3, at his home.
Born in Elizabeth, he had lived in
Roselle and then Westfield before
moving to Scotch Plains 25 years ago.
A graduate of Holy Trinity High
School in Westfield, Mr. Wolff was
employed as a lab technician with
International Flavors & Fragrances in
Dayton for the past 27 years.
He was active in PAL baseball and
football in Scotch Plains.
Surviving are his wife, Donna Smyth
Wolff; two sons, Trevor Wolff and
Matthew Wolff; his parents, Harry and

Community/Church News
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William Wolff, 52, Was Lab Technician;
Active In PAL Baseball and Football

908-232-0781
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MARKERS
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Tim Doerr
Bruce Bauer
(established 1939)

Also: 300 Rt. 37 East
Toms River, NJ
(732) 349-2350

IN BLOOM…Westfield High School Marching Band members Jesse Cohn and Nick
Malaspina hold some of the wide variety of plants that will be available at the Mother’s
Day Plant Sale on Saturday, May 7, at Roosevelt Intermediate School from 9 a.m. to
3 p.m., Edison Intermediate School from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. and at the Administration
Building on the corner of Elm Street and Walnut Avenue from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Awide
variety of potted plants, hanging baskets and flats will be available. For more
information, please call (908) 654-5966 or (908) 232-4866.

Chocolate Factory at HTIS
Directed by Paul O’Connor
WESTFIELD – Approximately 60
students in grades 2 to 8 at Holy Trinity
Interparochial School in Westfield staged
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory on
April 24.
Paul O’Connor, the play’s director, is
in his second year as Drama Coach at the
school. A graduate of the Mason Gross
School of the Arts at Rutgers University,
he has worked in many school districts
throughout New Jersey and New York.
The father of six children, Mr.
O’Connor stated, “I love working with
my actors here at Holy Trinity. The
spirit, enthusiasm, and dedication of the
students and parents are a very special
thing. I hope we can continue well into
the future developing the many talented
students who work both on stage and
behind the scenes.”
Mr. O’Connor developed various
multidisciplinary arts programs for pupils of all ages and has taught acting,
improvisation, conflict-resolution and
language arts.
Patricia Gagliardi, a parent at Holy
Trinity and a school board member,
stated, “We are fortunate to have a director of Mr. O’Connor’s caliber and our

Letter Carriers Post
Date For Food Drive
WESTFIELD – Letter carriers of
Westfield and Mountainside will join
their colleagues in the National Food
Drive on Saturday, May 14.
Patrons wishing to donate non-perishable foods to benefit the local food
bank are asked to place these items in
their mailboxes, so the carrier may
collect them while delivering the mail.
Individuals may also bring their
food donations to the lobby of the
Westfield Post Office, located at 153
Central Avenue, between noon and 4
p.m. that day.

students have learned a great deal from
him.”
A past performer at the Paper Mill
Playhouse in Millburn, Mr. O’Connor is
also a member of Actors Equity and
Screen Actor’s Guild. He is a certified
black belt instructor in Aikido and Jujitsu.
Much of his professional life has involved working with special needs students, as well as mentally challenged
adults in the field of performing arts as
a therapeutic tool.
Funding for the play has been made
possible in part by the New Jersey State
Council on the Arts, Department of State,
a partner agency of the National Endowment of the Arts, through a grant
administered by the Union County Division of Cultural and Heritage Affairs.
Part of the funding allows for free play
admission for senior citizens.

Parkinson’s Group
To Meet on Monday
WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Parkinson’s Disease Support Group
will meet at 1:30 p.m. on Monday,
May 9, in the lounge of the Parish
House at The Presbyterian Church
in Westfield, located at 140 Mountain Avenue.
Persons with Parkinson’s disease
and/or their caregivers are invited to
attend. Dr. Matthew Menza, a Professor and Vice Chairman of the Psychiatry Department of Robert Wood
Johnson Medical School, will provide information about depression
in Parkinson’s disease.
This meeting is offered free of
charge and light refreshments will
be served. For more information,
please call Lynn Kolterjahn at (908)
232-1416 or the church office at
(908) 233-0301.
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WCP Musical Spitfire Grill
To Benefit Mobile Meals

FLORAL EXTRAVAGANZA…Ruth Paul, Life Judge from the Westfield Garden Club, assists youth members from the Rake and Hoe Garden Club of
Westfield with floral design in preparation for Rake and Hoe’s “Surfing the
Garden” flower show on Wednesday, May 18, from 1 to 8 p.m. For tickets, please
call Erica at (908) 654-5274.

Rake and Hoe to Present
‘Surfing the Garden’ Show
WESTFIELD – The Rake and Hoe
Garden Club of Westfield will present
its Standard Flower Show and Home
Tour on Wednesday, May 18, from 1
to 8 p.m.
Floral designs and artistic crafts,
including projects by the club’s Junior Division, will be showcased at
two homes in Westfield and two in
Mountainside. The show also will
include horticulture and boutique
items and a silent auction at The Presbyterian Church in Westfield on
Mountain Avenue.
All entries in the show are for competition and will be judged by 25
judges from around New Jersey.
This year’s show, entitled “Surfing
the Garden,” will focus on educating
members and the public about the
Internet. Attendees will learn about
horticulture and design, and gain
knowledge about “surfing” on the
Internet.
Special exhibits will include entries from Boy Scout Troop No. 72 of
Westfield. Some 18 scouts have been
working toward their gardening merit
badge all year, culminating in a display of their plants for competition at
The Presbyterian Church. The

Lifestyles for the Disabled from
Staten Island also will exhibit there.
Unique sculptures will mark the
church hall entrance, the homes and
gardens to be visited. The public will
be asked to vote for their favorite
sculpture and return the ballot to the
hostess at the last place visited.
The show will be self-guided, with
the addresses of the featured homes
and gardens and a map printed on the
back of the tickets. Tickets are available for $15 in advance and $20 the
day of the show.
Funds raised will benefit the club’s
many community projects, which include the Lyons Veterans Hospital,
the Cerebral Palsy Center of Union
County and Mobile Meals, as well as
the Miller-Cory Museum gardens,
Shadowlawn garden and the Claire
Brownell Memorial Wildflower Garden, all in Westfield, which the club
designed and maintains.
Tickets may be purchased at The
Flower Zone, Baron’s Drug Store,
Lancaster Ltd, The Presbyterian
Church, St. Paul’s Episcopal and the
First United Methodist churches, all
in Westfield, or by calling Erica at
(908) 654-5274.

WESTFIELD – Mobile Meals of
Westfield will hold its first fundraising
event on Friday, May 13, by sponsoring the Westfield Community Players (WCP) production of the musical
The Spitfire Grill.
Produced by the WCP, it tells the
story of a woman who injects new life
into a skeptical and wary small town
and features a score inspired by
American folk music.
Mobile Meals, a private, non-profit
volunteer community service organization, provides freshly prepared, hot,
nutritious meals to the elderly and
disabled of Westfield, Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Clark, Garwood and
Cranford.
The goal of the fundraiser is to help
defray the cost of service to Mobile
Meals’ clients, many of who are on
fixed incomes.
The WCP theater is located at 1000
North Avenue, West. Hors d’oeuvres
and wine will be served from 7 to 8
p.m. Curtain time is 8 p.m.
Mobile Meals has expressed appreciation to local businesses such as
Winthrop’s, Adler’s Jewelry,

Christoffers of Mountainside, the
Juxtapose Gallery, John’s Meat Market of Scotch Plains and Westfield’s
Northside Trattoria for donating food
and gifts for a basket raffle.
The event also will include a 50/50
raffle. Winners will be drawn at intermission. All proceeds will benefit
Mobile Meals and its clients. The
suggested donation is $35 per person.
To obtain tickets, please call (908)
232-4853.

Borough of Garwood
To Hold Yard Sale
GARWOOD – The Borough of
Garwood will hold its Ninth Annual
Town-wide Yard Sale on Saturday,
June 25, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
In order to participate, interested
persons must register by Wednesday,
June 22, in person at Borough Hall or
by calling (908) 789-0710 or emailing
garwood@garwood.org.
A list of participating households
will be available at Borough Hall,
403 South Avenue in Garwood, on
the morning of the yard sale.

Scotch Plains Library Events
To Focus On Education
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Public Library, located at 1927
Bartle Avenue, will present two programs next week that deal with education. Both will be free of charge.
A comprehensive workshop for
parents of high school students, entitled “Everything You Need to Better
Prepare for College,” will be offered
on Tuesday, May 10, at 6:30 p.m. by
the American Education Foundation
(AMEDF).
Registration is required and the
group size is limited. To register,
please call the library at (908) 3225007, extension no. 204.
The AMEDF is a tax-exempt, notfor-profit organization dedicated to
the advancement of higher education. A member of the College Board
and NCAN, it assists families with
college planning through seminars,
focus groups and counseling programs.

The second program, “Improving
Study Strategies,” will be held at 7
p.m. on Thursday, May 12. Marcella
Craver, a school psychologist with
the Mendham and Bernardsville
school district, will be the speaker.
She will discuss how to improve study
techniques for students from fifth
grade through college.
Ms. Craver is the author of a book
on the subject called “Learn to Study:
A Comprehensive Guide to Academic
Success.” In her presentation, she will
review topics such as goal-setting,
organizational skills, creating a study
time line, memory versus learning
techniques, stress and test anxiety,
and why 20 minutes per study session
is optimal for success.
This program is open to all, and
light refreshments will be offered.
For further information on either event
or for directions, please call the library or visit www.scotlib.org.

BUDDING ARTISTS…Pre-school students in the Fanwood-Scotch Plains
YMCA’s Child Care Center hone their artistic talents in preparation for their
annual art show, which will be held on Friday, May 13, from 5:30 to 8 p.m. in the
center’s gymnasium.

Pre-Schoolers at YMCA
To Display Works of Art
SCOTCH PLAINS – Pre-schoolers
at the Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA
Child Care Center will have their
creations showcased at their annual
art show on Friday, May 13, from
5:30 to 8 p.m. in the center’s gymnasium. The center is located at Grand
Street and Union Avenue in Scotch
Plains.
In learning about various styles of
art, students were introduced to such
artists as Jackson Pollock, Georges
Seurat, Vincent Van Gogh, Georgia
O’Keefe and Pablo Picasso. Students
then used their mini-lessons in art
history as inspiration for their own
original pieces of art.
This year’s theme, “From Masters
to Minis,” resulted from an art project

created by a toddler class last year.
Finger paintings that resembled Van
Gogh’s “Starry Night” caught the eye
of a music teacher, who mentioned it
to program director Kathy Barros.
“I gave it an immediate green light,”
recalled Ms. Barros, an art lover herself, “which set in motion many
months of research, planning and creating. Now we’re anxiously preparing for our debut!”
For more information about the art
show, please call the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains YMCA at (908) 322-7600.

See it all on the Web!

www.goleader.com

M ARIO C. G URRIERI , E SQ .
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI, HEWIT & PALATUCCI
340 North Avenue

Cranford, New Jersey 07016

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?
Specializing in all aspects of Family Law
including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,
child support, division of assets, palimony,
premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

Cavetelli en Broccoli, Beef Burgundy, Tortellini Alfredo, Chicken Marsala,
Shrimp Scampi, Lobster Ravioli, Eggplant Rollatini, Fried Zucchini,
Baked Haddock Siciliani Style, Chicken & Sausage Italian Style
Carving Station: Roasted Turkey, Fresh Ham, Steam Ship Roast & Virginia Ham

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to
changed financial circumstances, residence
removal from New Jersey, visitation
modifications and transfers of custody.

32 years of continuous practice in Family Law
Union County Early Settlement Arbitration
Panelist 25 years
Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian
Accredited Mediator

Soup: Pasta Fagioli, Minestrone, Potato Leek
New England Clam Chowder
Dessert: Canoli, Assorted Cheesecake, Tiramisu

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,
Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

For More Information:

908-272-0200

908-322-7726
Park & Mountain Avenue, Scotch Plains, NJ
Visit our website at www.weddingsatpantagis.com

www.dhplaw.net

See it all on the Web!
See it all in Color!

www.goleader.com
JUXTAPOSE
GALLERY

Financial
DelSol
Corporation
You’re Hometown Mortgage Banker

Creative Custom
Framing
Design Consultation &
Creative Matting
Needlepoint
Box Framing
Shadow Boxes for
Memorabilia
Mirrors

Serving The Community For 30 Years

JUXTAPOSE GALLERY
58 Elm Street• Westfield

908-232-3278
www.juxtaposegallery.com

Loan Amounts Up to $7,000,000.00
No Income Verification Loans Available
100% Financing Available with no Mortgage Insurance
Fixed Rates, Adjustible Rates or
Interest Only Loans Available

Contact: Joe Del Sol

908-935-0055 ext. 104
251 North Avenue West, 3rd Floor Westfield, NJ 07090
( Next to The Westfield Leader )
Licensed Mortgage Banker, NJ Department of Banking & Insurance
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Concepts & Thought

THE STUDENT VIEW
The weekly column written by local high school students

Mount Saint Mary Academy Student
Pays Tribute to Mom on Mother’s Day
By KATE McGEE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Sunday, May 8, is a day devoted entirely to a special group of people: mothers. Mother’s Day has been an American pastime since 1914 when President
Woodrow Wilson made it a national
holiday. Since then, it has been tradition
on the second Sunday of May to cel-

College
Admissions
Consulting
One-on-one advising from a top
college ‘insider’ to make your
applications stand out and get
noticed at your first choice schools

Amy Satin Spinelli
• Harvard Law Graduate
• Director, Colgate University Board
of Directors
• Spokesperson, interviewer and alumni
admissions representative

917.974.4769
Amy@AdmissionsConsult.com

ebrate our mothers and all they do for us.
Personally, I think my mother is an
extraordinary woman: a role model,
teacher and friend. She has encouraged
me to do the best I can, and no matter
what I do I know she will always love me.
Anyone who knows my mom well
would say she is outrageously funny,
making outlandish comments that can
make you laugh until you cry. Her
quirky mind invents some of the unforgettable things, like cutting my sandwich into a “K,” and planning the most
memorable birthday parties.
My mother, although funny, has also
taught me some of the best life lessons.
Not only has she taught me how to buy
a $50 toaster for $9.99, but also lessons
about friends, family and my own personal happiness.
Once we were at a party where I was
sulking around and refused to talk to
anyone. My mom came up to me and
simply said, “Kate, you make your
own happiness.” These words are important to me because they taught me
an important life lesson that is still with
me today.
All mothers give their lives for their
children. Driving from swimming, to
piano, to my friend’s house, my mom
dedicates her life to her children. Without her, our lives would be complete
chaos, and completely boring.
So this Sunday, spend some time
with your mother. If your mother is
deceased, think about her and all the
things she has given you and taught
you. You only have one mom, and as
corny as it may sound, I wouldn’t trade
mine for the world.

GOODBYE AND THANK YOU…Retiring Board of Education member Arlene
Gardner, right, received praise from her colleagues at the April 12 meeting.
Current Board President Anne Riegel presented Ms. Gardner with an official
resolution from the Westfield Board of Education.

Arlene Gardner Recognized
For Nine Years on School Bd.
WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Board of Education honored Arlene
Gardner, who recently retired from
the board, with a resolution in appreciation of her three consecutive
terms serving the Westfield community.
In the resolution presented to her
by current Board President Anne
Riegel, Ms. Gardner was thanked
for her leadership, foresight, and
sensitivity, particularly as Board
President from 2001 to 2004 and
also serving as Chair of the Policies

Committee for five of her nine years
on the board.
The resolution also referred to Ms.
Gardner’s initiatives, which encouraged cooperation between the school
district and the town government
and her efforts to promote communication to and from the public.
She was also remembered for “her
exceptional analytical skills during
nine years and hundreds of volunteer hours.”
In citing Ms. Gardner’s many responsibilities on the board, Ms.
Riegel said, “Arlene Gardner demonstrated her dedication to the children of Westfield and her genuine
concern for the Westfield community while serving as liaison to the
Parent-Teacher Council, the New
Jersey School Boards Association,
the Westfield High School PTSO,
Edison PTSO, and Tamaques PTO;
as well as Chairperson of Town Relations; Chairperson of Board/Staff
and Negotiations; and member of
the Curriculum, Instruction and Programs Committee of the Board of
Education.
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Mary Dura of Wilson School
Awarded Philhower Fellowship
WESTFIELD — Mary Dura, first
grade teacher at Wilson Elementary
School in Westfield, is the 2005 recipient of the Westfield Rotary Club’s
Philhower Fellowship in recognition
of outstanding teaching at the elementary school level.
Kenneth Ciarrocca, President of
the Rotary Club, presented Mrs. Dura
with the award at the Rotary Club
luncheon on April 19, at which Mrs.
Dura was the guest of honor. She
was also honored at a reception at
Wilson School on May 3 prior to the
Board of Education meeting.
Mrs. Dura began her teaching career in the school district in September of 2000 at Wilson School as a
first grade teacher. She has taught
students from kindergarten through
high school and has over 20 years of
teaching experience.
A graduate of Gwnedd Mercy College in Pennsylvania, she received a
master’s degree from Fordham University.
Included in the many Philhower
nominations received on her behalf
were comments from parents who
commended Mrs. Dura’s “ideal mix

FANTASTIC TEACHER…Mary Dura, a Wilson School teacher and this year’s
Westfield Rotary Club’s Philhower Fellowship winner, was quickly surrounded
by her students and Principal Andrew Perry when Superintendent of Schools Dr.
William Foley brought flowers and balloons to her first grade classroom to
announce the award. Board member Julia Walker and Wilson PTA representative Susan Taylor brought congratulations from their respective organizations as
well as a celebration cake to honor Mrs. Dura.

ENRICHMENT CENTER CAN HELP
THE REPORT CARD BLUES

With a dramatic union of architecture and nature, this unique Westfield residence effervesces
with an innate beauty. Embraced by 1.43 acres of magnificent grounds, the interior enchants
you with box beam ceilings, arched entries, gleaming hardwood floors & traditional moldings. The handsomely appointed living room and formal dining room wrap you in elegance.
The family room & modern kitchen complement a marvelous conservatory that offers a panoramic view of the manicured grounds. Four nice sized bedrooms & updated baths blend in
seamlessly. Superb specimen plantings, sweeping lawns, mature foliage & towering trees harmonize crafting an eloquently setting that romances your soul. Presented for $1,795,000.
For additional information or for a private tour call:

Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate
908-233-6417, Direct Dial
NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2004

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065

The Enrichment Center, located
at 424 Central Avenue in Westfield
and 161 Washington Valley Road,
Suite 208, Warren, and now the
Shoprites
in
Clark
and
Woodbridge, suggests that parents
trust their own instincts when it
comes to their children. If you feel
that something is amiss or that your
child is not performing to grade
level or if you feel that your child
is advanced but is not performing
to ability, seek help.
The Enrichment Center can help.
The staff of over 125 state certified
and experienced teachers is
available to offer help. Mrs. Elaine
Sigal, owner and director of The
Enrichment Center, says, “In
today’s economy it is impossible
for any school to meet the needs of
every child. We offer classes for
the child who needs remediation,
for the child who needs more
accelerated work, and for the child
who just doesn’t do the work. Our
students range in ages from 3 –19.”
The Enrichment Center also offers
educational testing to determine

learning difficulties, reading
difficulties and math difficulties.
The results are only given to the
parents with suggestions for
improving the situation.
The classes and private tutoring
offered by The Enrichment Center
are offered only by state certified
experienced teachers. The
Enrichment Center is unique in that
short-term tutoring is available.
Students can bolster reading,
writing and math skills or study
about pirates and knights, these
subjects being just a few offered.
The large number of students
successfully attending The
Enrichment Center for PSAT, SAT
I, and SAT II training attests to the
fact that the program works.
College Advising is available.
Call Westfield (908) 654-0110 or
Warren (732) 748-2020 or
Shoprites (877) 668-3224 today.
Trust yourself as a parent to know
if you child needs more! Go to
WWW.TheEnrichmentCenter.com
and find out about The Enrichment
Center Difference.

Find answers to your
questions in this book,
“How to Care
for Aging Parents.”

go to
college!

AARP calls it “Indispensable!”
Tour a community today
for your FREE copy.*

Most Courses Start
the Week of
May 23rd & July 11th

Register
NOW!

U CAN CHANGE YOUR LIFE
✔

YO

See it all on the Web!

Concerned about
an aging parent?

go on vacation...

● Convenient 3 to 12 week sessions
● Attend class at any of
several locations
~or~ learn at home with Telecourses
and Online courses

commented, “Mary Dura is a
Teacher, with a capital ‘T.’ Her
knowledge, experience, caring and
guidance come from a radiant heart.
The Philhower Award was created
with a teacher like Mary Dura in
mind.”
Superintendent of Schools and
former Rotary President Dr. William Foley congratulated Mrs. Dura
for becoming the 13th recipient of
the Philhower Fellowship. He also
thanked the Rotary for “its recognition of this meaningful profession.”
In accepting the award, Mrs. Dura
stated that she felt very lucky for the
privilege of teaching such wonderful children, for the parents who
bring her these smiling children, for
her colleagues who keep “my head
above water” and for Dr. Perry for
opening the door to Wilson for her
everyday.
“The Philhower Fellowship was
established in 1993 by the Rotary
Club to honor former Westfield Educator and Rotarian Charles Philhower
and to recognize the importance of
teaching in the elementary grades,”
explained Dr. Foley.

www.goleader.com

PAID BULLETIN BOARD

Go to the beach...

Do all your favorite summer
activities AND get started on
your college career or earn
extra credits toward your
degree with
UCC’s Summer Session.

of skills and character traits that give
joy to children and comfort to parents ... She is the teacher we all wish
we had.”
A parent of a current student stated,
“Mrs. Dura is an absolute marvel.
The combination of intellect, energy, optimism and compassion that
she brings to the classroom each day
is truly amazing.”
Another letter stated, “Mary is an
individual that when you meet her,
you feel as though you have been
touched by an angel.”
A parent of a former student wrote,
“While Mrs. Dura is to be commended on her wonderful teaching
skills, what really sets her apart is
her ability to create an atmosphere
where learning is a joyful experience.”
Former students, now in the second grade, also submitted notes in
which they nominated Mrs. Dura.
One seven year old wrote, “Mrs.
Dura taught us to always do our best
and not be afraid of making mistakes
because we learn from our mistakes.
She said her favorite thing is an eraser.”
Wilson Principal Dr. Andrew Perry

For information call 908-709-7518
– or – visit us online at www.ucc.edu

Redeﬁning Senior “HOME”
Whether it’s our pets in residence, our ﬂowering
plants or our staff that acts more like family
than caregivers, Sunrise Senior Living provides
everyday experiences that make our communities
simply, more livable.
At Sunrise, we understand that the transition
to a senior community isn’t always easy. So, we

focus on the details of living, from beautifully
appointed living spaces to delicious meals,
engaging social activities, transportation, and
personalized assistance and care.
Visit or call Sunrise Senior Living today to
see what we do to make our communities into
places seniors can call home.

* Limited quantities available.
One book per visitor.

Mountainside
Westﬁeld

Brighton Gardens of Mountainside
Sunrise of Westﬁeld

908-654-4460
908-317-3030

AL=Assisted Living ALZ=Alzheimer’s Care

www.sunriseseniorliving.com

1350 Route 22 West
240 Springﬁeld Avenue

AL, ALZ
AL, ALZ
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Whitney Laird of Westfield
Explores Human Resources

HERE WE GROW…A red oak has been planted on the grounds of McKinley
Elementary School in Westfield to mark Arbor Day. Pictured, above, are:
McKinley Principal Claudia Andreski, Westfield Tree Preservation Commission
member Tom Bigosinski, Head Custodian John Sclama, and fourth and fifth
graders enrolled in McKinley’s Early Act program.

Tree Commission, Students
Mark Arbor Day in Westfield
WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Tree Preservation Commission (TPC)
and fourth and fifth graders from
McKinley Elementary School’s Early
Act program celebrated Arbor Day
on April 29 by planting a red oak, the
official state tree of New Jersey, on
school grounds.
“Arbor Day is a great time to remind our children of the importance
of conservation and the many benefits trees bring to our community
and the environment,” said Tom
Bigosinski, Associate Member of the
TPC, who organized the event.
Each student assisted in the planting, received an Arbor Day foundation pencil, and learned about caring
for a maturing tree and the history of
Arbor Day.

“The Tree Preservation Commission is committed to enhancing the
Westfield community forest by preserving the vibrant trees we have and
encouraging the planting of others.
Hopefully, we can make this an annual event at all town elementary
schools,” Mr. Bigosinski added.
Assisting in the coordination of the
tree planting were McKinley School
Principal Claudia Andreski, Head
Custodian John Sclama, and Scott
Ehrlicher of the Westfield Department of Public Works.

WESTFIELD – Lafayette College
sophomore Whitney Laird of
Westfield saw one of the ways her
psychology major could be applied
to a career through an externship in
Lafayette’s Human Resources office.
She joined another sophomore pupil in shadowing Leslie Muhlfelder,
Vice President for Human Resources
and General Counsel.
A Westfield High School graduate
and the daughter of Dr. Scott and
Anne Laird of Westfield, Whitney is
among more than 200 Lafayette students who recently gained first-hand
knowledge of the professional world.
She observed work practices, learned
about careers they may consider entering after college, and developed
professional networking contacts.
“I’m not sure what I want to go into
when I graduate,” said Whitney. “A
career counselor suggested human
resources, but I didn’t know what it
was about, so I thought the externship
would be a good opportunity to check
it out. The experience gave me some

perspective of what I can use my
psychology major for. It would also
involve some background in business
and helped me to see what other fields
I would need to study if I do go into
human resources.”
The externship taught Whitney that
there is more to learn about human
resources than what is discussed in a
classroom.
“I really noticed from the externship
that there are a lot of things in human
resources that you have to deal with
that you cannot learn in the classroom because each situation is so
unique,” she explained. “A lot of the
things you have to deal with you must
learn as you go along and I can see
how experience plays a huge role.”
Whitney networked with other human resources managers and regional
specialists at a luncheon for the Lehigh
Valley Chapter of the Society of Human Resources managers.
A member of Delta Gamma sorority, Whitney is organizing a women’s
lacrosse club team.

Haley Wynne Wins
National Latin Exam
MOUNTAINSIDE – Pingry School
student Haley Wynne of Mountainside
was named a winner of the 2005 National Latin Exam, which was sponsored by the American Classical League
and the National Junior Classical
League. A silver medal winner, Haley
is a sophomore at Pingry.

Local Students Earn
Nat’l Merit Scholarships
AREA – Westfield, Scotch
Plains and Berkeley Heights students are among 2,500 high school
seniors to have been named winners in the 2005 National Merit
$2,500 Scholarship competition.
These pupils were chosen from
a talent pool of more than 15,000
outstanding students who reached
the Finalist level in the 2005 National Merit Scholarship Program.
Westfield High School students Christina Cordeiro and
Qiaozi Yang have garnered scholarships. Christina hopes to pursue a career in medicine, while
Qiaozi will further her studies in
life science.
David DeMair, a Scotch Plains
resident and senior at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School,
was also awarded a scholarship
in the amount of $2,500. He hopes
to pursue a career in music.
Veena Venkatachalam, a Berkeley Heights resident and student at
Governor Livingston High School,
was awarded a scholarship. She
will pursue a career in medicine/
bioengineering.

EXCELING IN HER FIELD…Westfield resident Whitney Laird, pictured in the
backdrop, shadowed the Vice President for Human Resources Leslie Muhlfelder
during an externship to learn more about her human resources studies.

carefully consider the validity, safety,
and meaning of those influences.”
The show was dedicated to former
WHS student Lisa Novic, who had
planned to participate in this year’s
assembly, but died last summer due to
complications following surgery.
In addition to the program’s correlation to the Health and Family Living curriculum, Ms. Kolesar explained that it also related to courses
such as psychology, sociology and
physical education.
“More importantly, it fits in with the
school district’s general goals of reducing bullying and sexual harassment,” stated Ms. Kolesar. This year’s
event marked the second annual student-produced assembly featuring the
kinds of peer pressure faced by teens.
One of the narrators for this year’s
assembly, Emily Printz, said, “Last
year’s production was a big success.
This year’s was on a grander scale. It
was a really good opportunity and
students could get a lot of out it, and it
was fun for the cast and crew.”
The Education Fund of Westfield
donated a $500 grant to cover the costs
of planning and producing the event.

C O M P A N Y

908-322-6405
Tear-Offs • Re-Roofs
Repairs • Gutters
Free Estimates • Fully Insured
Dorson Baby Care, Inc.

Douglas Ashendorf, M.D.
Pain Treatment Centers of New Jersey
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College Professor of English Composition • Certified by College Board

o Headache
o Fibromyalgia
o Cancer and Pelvic Injuries

Accredited by the NJ
Commission on Accreditation
for Home Care, Inc.

5 Sessions - $300.00

Expectant Moms: Call now to reserve your baby nurse

LEWIS SEAGULL 908-928-9386

www.dorsonhomecare.com

Emergency 24 hour service available

Students entering kindergarten
through 5th grade

ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC

Fun Games • Cooperative Skills
Physical Fitness & Recreation

www.stahlesq.com

To Register Contact Nancy Carpenter: ncarpenter@westfieldnjk12.com

WESTFIELD MORTGAGE
908-518-0800 Toll Free: 866-518-0800
www.westfieldmortgage.com

Staff includes NJ Certified Health & Physical Education
Teachers, Athletic Trainer & Student Counselors

Equal housing lender. Licensed by the NJ Department of Banking and Insurance.

CLASSES FOR BABIES, CHILDREN & TEENAGERS

The Westfield Leader - The Times

Name
Address
City

State

ZIP

Phone #
Check

Charge

CC #
Exp. Date

YOGA

NEW PROGRAM
STARTS MAY 16

S
ASSE
24 CL WEEK
PER E 1988
SINC

FREE

Introductory
Class
Wednesday, May 11 @ 8:30 pm
Saturday, May 7 @ 1:45 pm
or by appointment

HATHA, ASHTANGA, KUNDALINI, RAJA, MEDITATION

OPEN HOUSE DAYS:

Monday May 9, from 4:00 to 7:00 pm
Thursday May 12, from 1:00 to 5:30 pm
Saturday May 14, from 1:00 to 4:00 pm
Monday May 16, from 4:00 to 7:00 pm

Nicole has taught more than 22,000 Yoga classes in NJ since 1980

Signature
Subscriptions Are Pre-Paid and Are Non-Refundable

•

www.goleader.com

We Reach People... Not Driveways!

NICOLE’S YOGA CENTER, LLC

94 NORTH AVE. GARWOOD • (908) 789-6426

Call for a brochure or visit www.nicolesyogacenter.com
SPECIAL CLASSES FOR SENIORS

OWEN BRAND
NEW KUNDALINI CLASSES

The Leader • The Times
New Subscriber • Renewal
One Year - $28 • Two Years - $52 • Three Years - $76
College $20 (September - May)

NEW KUNDALINI CLASSES

Serving the Town Since 1890

PO Box 250 • Westfield, New Jersey 07091
Tele - (908) 232-4407 • Fax - (908) 232-0473

NEIL SULLIVAN
Free credit evaluation and approvals
Guaranteed closing costs
New home purchases
Construction loans
Refinances

220 St. Paul Street
Westfield, NJ 07090
T: 908-301-9001
F: 908-301-9008

stahlesq@bellatlantic.net

www.Pain_MD.com

President, Westfield Mortgage

Mon. June 27th - Fri. July 1st
8:45 am to 12:00 pm
Jefferson Elementary School

Law Offices Of

o Neck/Back Pain
o Arthritis Disorders
o Auto/Work/Sports

732-382-1700

(973) 672-7691 (732) 376-0003

Fitness for Fun Camp

• Criminal Defense - Federal & State
• Civil & Employment Litigation
• DWI & Municipal Court

Robert G. Stahl
Korey Kerscher Sarokin
Christopher M. Farella

PAIN & HEADACHE MANAGEMENT

Would you like time, rest and comfort after the birth of your
baby? Dorson Baby Care will give you the attention and care
that you and your baby deserve!

Crash Course for SAT Verbal
One-On-One Instruction
Emphasis on Writing the Essay Under Pressure

press@goleader.com

WESTFIELD — Health education
has taken on a new look at Westfield
High School (WHS), where body image was the topic of conversation at a
special assembly this spring in the
student production of The Guy and
Girl Thing II — Extreme Attitude
Makeover.
The program featured songs, videos, monologues and a fashion show
to demonstrate that beauty is not limited to what is shown through the
media.
Health Teacher Susan Kolesar, adviser for the production, noted that the
idea of this year’s assembly was to
“get peer pressure working for young
people instead of against them.”
The assembly, she said, was
planned and performed by and for the
very audience for which it was intended, high school students.
According to Ms. Kolesar, “The
primary goal of the production was to
promote positive body image in both
male and female students. A further
goal is to encourage students to think
critically about the many influences
that impact one’s body image, especially those from the media, and to

ROOFING

Scheduling Now For The June 4th Exam

Cash

Body Image Addressed
At Westfield High School

DEEGAN

SAT TUTOR AVAILABLE

Payment

STUDENTS REACH OUT TO PEERS…In a student-run assembly designed to
promote positive body image among Westfield High School students, narrators, left
to right, Julia Gormley, Zal Spialter and Emily Printz prepare to introduce the show.

Your Home-Town
MORTGAGE BANKER
ISB MORTGAGE CO., LLC

Residential - Construction
Commercial - Bridge Loans
Local: (908) 789-2730
Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 26
obrand@isbmortgageco.com
Licensed Mortgage Bankers - NJ Dept. of Banking
Equal Housing Lender
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HEARON KNOCKS IN WINNER, POWER RBI TRIPLES

Devil Nines Show Character,
Burn Red Devils, 6-5, in 8th
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

After watching the potential gamewinning hit being snagged in right
field and turned into an inning-ending double play then falling behind
by two runs, the Westfield High
School baseball team showed its character by scoring three runs in the
bottom of the eighth inning to seize a
6-5 victory over Ridge in Westfield
on April 29. With one run in and the
bases loaded, senior Billy Hearon
went with a fast ball to drill the winning two-run single to right field.
“It was a fastball away. I just wanted
to take it the other way and poke it
into right field,” said Hearon.
Blue Devil pitcher Tom Ricciuti
went the distance but kept the Red
Devils on their toes, recording eight
strikeouts and two walks with three
hit batters while allowing 10 hits.
Ridge starting pitcher Scott Lucas
yielded six hits, three walks and a hit
batter and no strikeouts until he was
relieved in the fourth by Keith Rutherford after ceding a leadoff walk.
Rutherford walked four, struck out
three and allowed six hits.
Hearon finished 2-for-5 with two
RBI while Bryan Power, who went 3-

for-3, had the longest hit of the day,
an RBI triple, and the shortest hit of
the day, legging out an infield dribbler.
Describing the long and the short
hits, respectively, Power said, “He
threw me a curve ball the first pitch
but I got a fastball the second pitch so
I just tried to drive it the other way. It
carried a little bit in the wind. My
single in the last inning, it was like a
perfectly placed bunt. I was trying to
stay in there and get a piece of the
ball.”
Blue Devil Sam Kim went 2-for-3
with an RBI and a stolen base. Mike
Diaz singled and scored twice and
Brandon Cuba had an RBI double
and scored twice. Jay Anderson had a
bunt single and scored a run while
Ricciuti and Alex Zierler each had a
single.
Red Devil Dan Shapiro had
Ricciuti’s number with two doubles,
a single, two RBI and a run scored.
Big 6’3”, 255-lb Cliff Meinweiser, a
football star heading to Trinity College in Connecticut, had two hits, a
run scored and an RBI. Rutherford hit
a two-run single in the top of the
eighth to put Ridge ahead, 5-3.
Ridge turned four double plays,

three in the infield, but none more
dramatic than Kevin Langhouser’s
shoelace snag in right followed with
a toss to first to nail the runner and
send the game into extra innings.
Westfield turned a short-to-secondto-first double play in the fifth and
catcher Mike Murray gunned down a
runner heading to second in the third.
Ridge scored a run in the second
when Shapiro singled, ran to second
on the throwing error and scored on
Meinweiser’s single to left. Westfield
immediately tied the score when Diaz
CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TAKING IT TO THE LIMIT…Blue Devils Andrew Levy, left, and Jack Trimble, had everybody on edge en route to winning
the second doubles title in three sets over Summit to give Westfield the Union County Tournament Boys Tennis team
championship.

SHALLCROSS, KENDER/BERNSTEIN, LEVY/TRIMBLE CAPTURE TITLES

Blue Devil Tennis Boys Take it to the Limit,
Seize Union County Crown from Hilltoppers
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It’s only fitting that the Union
County Tournament (UCT) boys tennis crown be won by the Westfield

High School (WHS) boys in the dramatic fashion that it was, especially
since it came just after George Kapner
became the all-time winningest coach
in WHS history when his team defeated No. 11 Bergen Catholic, 3-2,
in Westfield on April 26.
After a disappointing boys soccer
season in the fall, coach Kapner –
also the boys soccer coach – not only
had to be patient to reach that personal milestone but he also had to
wait to the bitter end to find out
whether the UCT boys tennis title,
that the Blue Devils had last won on
May 13, 1998, would finally be back
in their hands.
With the team title on the line,
Blue Devil senior Andrew Levy and
sophomore Jack Trimble overcame a
5-7 first set deficit at second doubles
to win the second set, 7-5, and the
third set, 6-3, over Summit’s Vir Singh
and Ben Sangree to give Westfield
the team title with 81 points to
Summit’s 76 at Don Van Blake Courts
in Plainfield on April 29. Scotch
Plains-Fanwood took third with 60
points and Governor Livingston was
fourth at 44.
“The best thing about counties is
that everyone gets behind you,” commented Levy.
Levy and Trimble defeated

Cranford’s Jesse Hynes and Craig
Palmisano to reach the semifinals
where they also had to rebound from
being a set down to win 6-7 (3-7), 61, 6-0, over GL’s Mike Knapp and
Eric Bernston.
“I love to volley, going to the net
and hitting overhead shots,” said Levy

David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times

Kevin Shallcross 1st singles champ

who also described working with his
teammate. “Jack is funny and it works
out really well. We are both having
fun on the court. If we both get too

serious, it doesn’t really work. When
we have fun, it does.”
“My strength is definitely my
height,” said Trimble. “I’m 6’6” and
can get those overheads. I’m a lefty,
so I can put the (opposite) spin on it.
It works out well.”
After receiving a bye, Raiders
Greg Leischner and Scott Leyden
stopped Dayton’s Jared Model and
Jason Usden to reach the second
doubles semis. After falling to
Singh and Sangree, Leischner and
Leydon captured third with a 6-1,
6-3, victory over GL’s Knapp and
Bernston.
Blue Devil freshman Kevin
Shallcross, seeded first at second
singles, lived up to his seeding by
defeating a familiar foe in Raider
freshman Ryan Krueger, 6-4, 6-1,
for the title.
“It feels great to be able to help
the team out. Every time you play
someone a second or third time
they know your game better and
they find your weaknesses but you
also find that in them and that is
what helped me win today,” said
Shallcross.
Shallcross breezed to the finals
with respective wins over Union’s
Gafar Ayindle (6-0, 6-0), Ken Boyne
of Oratory (6-1, 6-1) and GL’s Conrad
Zagarzazu (6-0, 6-1).
CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A LOT OF ACTION AT SECOND BASE…Blue Devil second baseman Mike Diaz scoops up the throw and shortstop Josh
Gerckens backs him up as Ridge’s Kevin Langhouser steals second base.

KEHLER’S

YOUTH FOOTBALL CAMP

SHARKEY’S MACHINE REVS UP, GALLAGHER NETS 2

For Boys Entering
Grades Three Through Nine

Devil Boy Laxers Win Big
Over W. Windsor-Plain. So.
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Two-in-a-row may be a small winning streak but it was just what the
Westfield High School boys lacrosse
team needed when it tripped up 5-3
West Windsor-Plainsboro South, 106, in Westfield on April 28. After an 87, overtime victory over Mendham
the day before gave Head Coach Gerry
Benaquista his 100th career victory,
the Blue Devils were even more on
their game against the Pirates.
Attacker Ryan Sharkey headed the
4-7 Blue Devil assault with three goals
and senior midfielder Matt Gallagher
stuffed in two goals. Senior middie
Brady Lau fired in a goal and had two
assists and Luke Baron had a goal and
an assist while Chris Mattes, Ryan
Yarusi and defenseman Bryan Skorge
each contributed a goal and Andrew
Schott added an assist.
Recently, coach Benaquista had
shuffled around his starting lineup
and their quality of play seemed to
have stepped in the right direction.
For example, Benaquista pointed
out, “Last game Kevin Moss, a sophomore defenseman, started and he has
been playing good. He had a couple
of days of really good practice. I
thought he deserved the chance out
there to see what he could do and he’s
been doing very well.”
Blue Devil goalie Chris Zaffuto
made 14 saves as did his Pirate counterpart Ben Wilson. Both also made
their share of outstanding saves.
Westfield dominated 12-4 in
faceoffs, which led to the Blue Devils
spending more time on the attack and
gaining a 26-17 edge in shots on
goals.
“We definitely were passing and
catching together. We still made some
mistakes but, overall, it was a much
better effort as a team,” said
Benaquista. “Definitely a lot more
activity! We keep running what we
are putting in at practice. Eventually,
we will all get together and the ball
will go in the net. You have to shoot to
score!”
The Pirates opened the scoring in
the first quarter when Jon Lupo, on an
assist from Zac Howes, slipped one

past Zaffuto. Gallagher, assisted by
Lau, immediately answered to knot
the score then Baron, who was stationed behind the Pirate net, set up
Yarusi to give the Blue Devils a 2-1
lead at quarter’s end.
The Pirates took a 3-2 lead in the
second quarter on goals from Howes
and Jason Tosches on an assist from
Mario Ingato. Benaquista called a
timeout. The timeout must have
worked because the Blue Devils
scored six unanswered goals – two in
the second quarter – before the Pi-

rates would finally score late in the
third quarter.
“The timeout was just to settle
down, control and run our offense.
We set up our play and it was there.
We run things all game. We keep
executing, executing and eventually
they are going to be there. It’s a matter of everyone being on the right
page,” explained Benaquista.
The two Westfield second-quarter
goals were impressive and nearly a
carbon copy of each other. First,

Fundamentals for all groups will be emphasized,
with advanced instruction for accelerated groups
CAMP DIRECTORS: Ed Tranchina, Westfield High School
Glen Kehler, Reebok Team Sports - Shutt Athletics

Monday June 27 to Thursday June 30, 2005
9:00 am to 12:00 pm
KEHLER STADIUM - Rahway Ave., Westfield

FINAL REGISTRATION:
First day of Camp, June 27th
David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD SOCCER ASSOCIATION
WSA Travel Team Tryouts & CWS Premier Tryouts
Fall 2005 and Spring 2006
All tryouts at Houlihan/Sid Faye Complex, Westfield

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

Visit www.westfieldnjsoccer.com for tryout registration and all updates.
WSA Travel Teams
Age Group
U09 Girls
U09 Boys
U10 Girls
U10 Boys
U11 Girls
U11 Boys
U12 Girls
U12 Boys
U13 Girls
U13 Boys
U14 Girls
U14 Boys

The Roselle Golf Club provides its members with an
affordable golf/country club experience in a friendly
environment. The course has gently rolling hills, and
mature, true greens that date back to the club’s founding in
1917. No club in New Jersey can claim it has a wider
variety of trees and shrubs, increasing its beauty and the
golf challenge. It features a full service pro shop,
offering the best in equipment, and lessons from our
teaching pro. The Club’s dining facility is first-class
with a cozy grillroom and formal banquet hall. Our pool
tops off the Club experience in the warm summer months.

The Roselle Golf Club

For more information: 908-654-0417

Brian Kender 1st doubles champ

Date of Birth
8/1/96-7/31/97
8/1/96-7/31/97
8/1/95-7/31/96
8/1/95-7/31/96
8/1/94-7/31/95
8/1/94-7/31/95
8/1/93-7/31/94
8/1/93-7/31/94
8/1/92-7/31/93
8/1/92-7/31/93
8/1/91-7/31/92
8/1/91-7/31/92

Grade
Fall ’05
3rd
3rd
4th
4th
5th
5th
6th
6th
7th
7th
8th
8th

Tryout 1 - Date- Time
Fri. 6/10- 4-6:00 pm
Fri. 6/10- 6-8:00 pm
Wed. 6/1- 6-8:00 pm
Thurs. 6/2- 6-8:00 pm
Mon. 5/23- 4-6:00 pm
Thurs. 5/12- 6-8:00 pm
Wed. 5/11- 6-8:00 pm
Mon. 5/9- 4-6:00 pm
Mon. 5/24- 6-8:00 pm
Mon. 5/23- 6-8:00 pm
Fri. 5/20- 4-6:00 pm
Thurs. 5/19- 6-8:00 pm

Tryout 2
.
Sat. 6/11-8:30-10
Sat. 6/11-10-11:30
Fri. 6/3- 6-8:00 pm
Mon. 6/6- 6-8:00 pm
Wed. 5/25- 4-6:00 pm
Thurs. 5/19- 4-6:00 pm
Wed. 5/18- 6-8:00 pm
Mon. 5/16- 4-6:00 pm
Thurs. 5/26- 4-6:00 pm
Thurs. 5/26- 6-8:00 pm
Fri. 5/27- 6-8:00 pm
Tues. 5/24- 4-6:00 pm

7th
7th
8th
8th

Thurs. 5/12- 4-6:00 pm
Mon. 5/9- 6-8:00 pm
Fri. 5/13- 6-8:00 pm
Tues. 5/10- 4-6:00 pm

Wed. 5/18- 4-6:00 pm
Mon. 5/16- 6-8:00 pm
Tues. 5/17- 6-8:00 pm
Tues. 5/17 4-6:00 pm

CWS Premier Teams*
U13 Girls
U13 Boys
U14 Girls
U14 Boys
•
•

8/1/92-7/31/93
8/1/92-7/31/93
8/1/91-7/31/92
8/1/91-7/31/92

CWS Premier Team tryouts are open to all players; Westfield residents and non-residents.
CWS Premier Teams schedule aggressively, including some winter and summer activities.

Frequency of Tryouts
Players are encouraged to attend both tryout dates for their age group. Attendance to at least one tryout is
required. Tryouts are conducted once per year, with team assignments for play during the following fall and
spring seasons. Players selected are expected to play both seasons.

Easily accessible from the Garden State Parkway,

At the corner of Raritan Road and Pine Street
(near Roselle Catholic H.S.) in Roselle, N.J.
For a tour of our facility, please contact our Membership
Chairman at 908-403-0964. Admission is limited to
individuals approved by the Roselle Golf Club Board of Trustees.

Tryout Apparel/Equipment
No travel uniforms may be worn to tryout. Shin guards must be worn and cleats are highly recommended.
Players should bring a ball and arrive ½ hour before tryout.

All updates, directions, rain dates, and registration instructions
will be posted at www.westfieldnjsoccer.com
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Devil’s Den

Kapner Gets Record
‘The Right Way’
By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MAKING THE CHARGE DOWNFIELD…Blue Devil midfielder Jon Herttua, No. 18, charges downfield in the game
against West Windsor-Plainsboro South. Westfield won, 10-6.

Westfield Blue Devil Lacrosse Boys Win Big
Over West Windsor-Plainsboro South, 10-6
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Gallagher crossed from left to right,
received a sweet pass from Simone
and jammed it into the net. Next,
Sharkey crossed left to right, received
a pass from Schott and made the
score 4-3 at the half.
“Andrew Schott drew the double
(team) and that left me wide open in
the crease. That’s one of our offensive sets that we run. It just happened

to work one of those times,” said
Sharkey who added, “I think we are
moving the ball better, sharing it more
and finding the open man who is able
to finish our shots.”
Sharkey scored early in the third
quarter followed by Skorge who barreled the length of the field, fired a
shot that rebounded off a goal post,
gathered the rebound and flicked it in

for the score. Baron scored unassisted and Lau intercepted a Pirate
pass in front of the goal and slammed
it in to up the lead to 8-3. Lupo broke
the Blue Devil streak with his second
goal.
In the fourth quarter, Pirate Tosches
netted his second goal and Mattes
answered with an unassisted wraparound goal. Dante Ingato scored for
the Pirates and Sharkey, assisted by
Simone, scored the final goal.
W. Windsor So.
Westfield

1
2

2
2

1
4

2
2

6
10

George Kapner is not an easy guy to
be humbled. But the veteran WHS
soccer and tennis coach was just that
last Tuesday, April 26, when his tennis
team outlasted Bergen Catholic 3-2 to
earn Kapner his 740th career coaching
victory.
That win – secured when freshman
Kevin Shallcross rallied for a three-set
victory at second singles – put Kapner
one victory ahead of the legendary Gary
Kehler at WHS.
“To even be mentioned in the same
sentence as Gary is humbling,” Kapner
said. “I don’t know how to explain it.
It’s been a lot of years, a lot of great
teams and a lot of different sports. And
I’ve had the backing of three phenomenal athletic directors – John Lay, Kehler
and Ed Tranchina. Just to work and
coach in a town like Westfield, I feel
like I’ve been blessed.”
Kehler’s varsity coaching career
started in 1959 and produced 739 victories, 115 losses and 23 ties – 171-67-7
in football, 239-45-10 in wrestling and
329-44-6 in golf. Kapner, whose varsity coaching career began in 1980, is
now 740 wins, 299 losses, 33 ties.
It was Kehler who was one of the
biggest influences on Kapner, when he
arrived at WHS in 1975.
“When I came to Westfield, Gary
was already an icon,” Kapner said. “And
not just in the town, but statewide and
even outside of the state. I watched and
learned and soaked up everything he
did. He is one of the greatest coaches
I’ve ever seen, at any level.”
Piling up amazing won-loss records
in girls soccer, boys soccer and boys
tennis, it was just a matter of time
before Kapner surpassed Kehler’s win
total. A disappointing 2-12-3 record in
soccer last fall slowed the process. But
this spring’s tennis team has used a
smattering of veterans (seniors Alec
Wasserman, Brian Kender and Andrew

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

NETTING THREE GOALS…Ryan Sharkey, No. 6, scored three goals for the
Blue Devils against the Pirates.

Levy, junior Lee Bernstein) with some
talented youth (freshmen Shallcross,
Evan Eisenberg and Ravi Netravali,
and sophomore Jack Trimble) to post
an 11-5 record and make Kapner numero
uno at WHS.
Shallcross’ match with BC’s Paul
Caceres was the first to start last Tuesday, and the last to finish. The diminutive Shallcross trailed 2-6, 5-6 and 1540 on his own serve before staving off
two match points and rallying for a 2-6,
7-6 (7-3), 6-2 victory.
“Kevin is all heart,” Kapner said. “To
come back and win that second set,
then roll in the third set tells you all
about him. He plays U.S. Tennis Association (USTA) but he loves playing
high school tennis, loves the parents
and teammates and kids from school
cheering for each other.”
Making the record victory even better for Kapner was the fact it came over
a very good team. Bergen Catholic entered the match ranked No. 11 in the
state, and WHS was No. 20.
“I’m very happy (the win) came
against a quality team, a legit Top 20
team,” he said. “And it was done with
my kids playing well.”
DEN TRIVIA
What goalie posted the first shutout
in WHS lacrosse history, and against
what team? And who scored WHS’s
first lacrosse goal?
AN EVENING WITH BRET
Bill Kane, Class of ’77, will host an
fundraiser evening with Bret Schundler
– the former WHS All-state defensive
tackle, former mayor of Jersey City,
and current Republican candidate for
governor of New Jersey – tomorrow, 68 p.m., 426 Birch Place. Contact Kane
at (908) 389-1749 if you’d like to attend, or contribute.
Kane, you may recall, was a point
guard on the 1977 WHS basketball team
that went 19-8 and featured the 1-2 punch
of Boo Bowers and Spud Monroe.
CATCHING UP WITH
Bill Cant, the man behind the WHS
diving dynasty of the 1960s and ’70s.
Since the diving boards were torn
down at the Y’s Wallace Pool a couple
years ago, we’re not sure how Cant
would react to seeing those open spaces.
After the thousands of hours he dedicated from 1957 through 1972 to future
All-America divers like Steve McCoy,
Terry Gass, Jeff Schaub, Bruce McLay,
Mike Ward, Don Mutz, Ham Riddle,
Eric Van Leuven, Bruce Cant, Steve
Tourtellotte and Steve Schramm.
Now 82 and living in Montgomery,
Texas, Bill remained in coaching after
moving to Texas, with Dad’s Club, the
University of Houston and most recently at the legendary Woodlands Athletic Center.
His son Bruce was a defensive back
on the unbeaten WHS football team in
1971 and also a diver on the swim team.
Cant’s sister, Doris, married future
Monmouth College legendary swim

coach Dick Steadman and she is still
active in Masters swimming, while her
daughter, Nancy, swam the English
Channel last August.
“Although I’ve continued to enjoy
some success in coaching divers down
here, I still look back to the ’60s as the
highlights (of his career),” Cant said.
“All those great divers … and that awesome group of swimmers … Dave
Perkowski, Harvey Gerber, John
Ketcham … and on and on. Those were
great years. Westfield was a great town.
Our three kids still think of Westfield as
their home.”
WRESTLING UPDATE
The news from the National Federation was not particularly good for most
New Jersey high school wrestling teams.
The Federation voted against cutting the
number of weight classes from 14 to 12.
So, get used to seeing lots of “won by
forfeit” in your papers next winter again.
“I’m pretty upset about it,” WHS
coach Glen Kurz said. “It doesn’t affect
too many of the teams in the Top 10, but
even teams ranked 11 through 20 forfeit one or two every match. Even a
team like Phillipsburg, they don’t forfeit often but they’d be a lot stronger
team if it was just 12 weights.”
Of course, Kurz had to deal with
eight or nine forfeits every match this
past winter, with only six, sometimes
seven, varsity wrestlers. When you start
out a match down 48-0 or 54-0, it’s a
daunting task.
We’re not sure what the Federation
was thinking when the vote was taken.
But it is not a good thing for wrestling
to have so many forfeits. Or to have kids
who don’t belong on the varsity mat go
out there just to avoid a forfeit.
REMEMBER WHEN …
May 7, 1937: The WHS baseball
season is canceled “due to the lack of a
field.” The team was 0-6 at the time and
coming off a 20-4 loss to Columbia.
May 7: 1992: Mark Hobbie beats
teammate Cregg Watner in a playoff for
medalist honors as WHS wins the Union
County Golf Tournament.
May 11, 1949: Frank Piscopo hits a
WHS school-record three doubles in a
baseball game against Elizabeth’s
Edison Tech.
IN-TOWN BATTLE
Westfield’s two entries in the
Millburn Spring Girls Basketball
League – Westfield-Miller and
Westfield-Pickert – will meet at 7 tonight at The Sports Academy on East
Willow St., Millburn.
TRIVIA ANSWER
The first WHS lacrosse victory was
April 4, 1978 – 5-0 over Summit with
Andy Carlson in goal. Dave Irwin
scored the first goal. Games back then
were played at Sycamore Field, behind
the “new” firehouse on Central Ave.
Devil’s Den appears Thursday in the
Westfield Leader. Comments and suggestions are welcomed (usually) at
bj1019@aol.com

Visit us at burgdorff.com to see all our homes for sale.

FANWOOD

$509,000

MOUNTAINSIDE

$749,999

Inviting Colonial brimming with charm and many updates that
include bath, Family Room, deck, furnace, central air conditioning,
hardwood floors, 3-zone heat. This home offers 8 rooms and
includes 3 Bedrooms and 2 full baths. Convenient to everything;
park, town and train.

Lovely Split with a Colonial flair! At the end of a beautiful cul-desac, this 9 room, 4 Bedroom, 2 full and 2 half bath home has hardwood floors, newer solarium, central air conditioning and a large 3rd
floor Bedroom suite with many uses. An ideal home.

SCOTCH PLAINS

WESTFIELD

$629,900

Enjoy gatherings in the center isle Kitchen adjoining Family Room
and atrium dining area overlooking 1.5 acres of a professionally
landscaped lot. Also included are two fireplaces, new Master bath
with Jacuzzi bath, guest suite with bath and solarium. Total 3 Bedrooms, 2 baths, 9 rooms.

$699,900

Beautiful Tudor in exceptional condition offers 3 Bedrooms, 2 full
baths, newer central air conditioning, boiler, roof, new Pella windows,
updated Eat-In Kitchen with slate floor and granite countertops and
a two-car garage.

MOUNTAINSIDE

$1,475,000

Peaceful serenity is the perfect backdrop to this one-of-a-kind
architectural marvel. The Biltmore model features an amazing
double staircase, 2-story Family Room and more. This ‘under
construction’ home will feature 12 rooms and include 6 Bedrooms,
5.1 baths and a gourmet Kitchen with separate dining area.

WESTFIELD

$1,195,000

Charming center hall Colonial in the heart of the Gardens offers 4 Bedrooms,
2.5 baths, hardwood floors throughout, entrance foyer leading to Living Room
with wood-burning fireplace, Family Room, Formal Dining Room, Kitchen
with half bath and connected screened porch. Also offers a huge walk-up attic,
landscaped corner lot, greenhouse and 2-car detached garage.

For all your mortgage needs Call ERA Mortgage at 888-421-3813
WESTFIELD OFFICE • 600 North Avenue West • Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-0065
16 Offices Throughout New Jersey
Owned and Operated By NRT Incorporated
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DINIZO WHACKS 2 HR’S, 4 RBI; SCALFARO HR’S, 4 RBI

Raiders Plate 9 in 2nd, Rock
Canuck Baseball Boys, 14-4
By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School baseball team kept focus,
played a solid game, both offensively
and defensively, and rocked the visiting North Plainfield Canucks, 14-4,
in five innings on April 29. The Raiders growled for nine runs in the bottom of the second, erupted for four in

Scalfaro powered a homer and
doubled for four RBI. Second
baseman Robbie Moscal went 3-for4, including two doubles.
“It’s a good confidence builder for us
prior to the county tournament. We’re
continuing to hit the ball well and doing
what we need to do by putting the ball
into play when we have to,” said Raider
Head Coach Tom Baylock. “When we

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BRINGING IT HOME FOR THE RAIDERS…Raider James Scalfaro heads for
home after cracking a home run in the second inning. The Raiders beat North
Plainfield, 14-4.

the third and scored a run in the fifth
to end the game.
Colin Weber held the 0-10 Canucks
to five hits while the Raiders amassed
15 hits. Senior right fielder Mike
Dinizo, tripled, triggered a two-run
homer and launched a rocket into
oblivion. Third baseman James

Raiders Top Kearny,
Mother Seton in UCT
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls blanked Kearny, 4-0, in a
regular-season game in Scotch Plains
on April 28 then thrashed Mother
Seton, 12-1, in five innings in the first
round of the Union County Tournament in Clark on April 30.
Against Kearny, Taylor Cianciotta
had all four RBI with a two-run homer
and a two-run triple. Pitcher Elaine
Piniat tossed a two-hitter while striking out five and walking one.
Against Mother Seton, Cianciotta
(3-for-4, triple) and Lauren Mains (4for-4, 2 doubles) each had three RBI.
Piniat pitched a one-hitter, fanned
seven and walked four.

SPRINGFIELD

get all our bats going, we could be
dangerous while defensively we keep
on getting better.”
The Canucks struck first with a run
in the second. Kevin Hatcher-Purgar
singled, moved to second on a sac
bunt and scored on an outfield error.
In the bottom of the inning, the Raiders paraded 13 men to the plate, took
advantage of four errors, swiped three
bases, doubled, ripped two base hits,
drew three walks and smacked two
home runs, courtesy of Dinizo and
Scalfaro to take a 9-1 lead.
“There were runners on base, so I
wanted to get them in,” said Scalfaro.
“I was looking to put the ball in the
outfield and sacrifice one of the guys
home, however it worked out that
there was enough power to carry it
over the fence.”
The Canucks added a run in the third
on a double and an RBI single by Paul
Ignosia. The Raiders answered with a
four-run uprising, putting together two
doubles and a towering homer by Dinizo
while taking advantage of two errors to
make the score 13-2.
“The first homer came on a curve

Spectacular!

ball that got hung and I just went with
it. The second home run was a fastball
over the plate and I just went with it to
centerfield,” explained DiNizo. “We
wanted to play good in the field today, get the bats going and get some
momentum going prior to the tournament. The main thing is that we’re
hitting good but not in clutch situations, so we need to make sure when
we get the man on base, we get that hit
and bring him home.”
A walk, an infield squibbler and a
two-run single from Matt Whitman
in the fourth made the score 13-4. In
the fifth, Raider Dan Birnbaum entered the game, triggered a leadoff
triple to right and scored on an outfield error to end the contest.
“Generally, I come in for relief
because we do have a lot of senior
pitchers, however today I was called
upon the get the job done in little
games like this,” said Weber. “Mainly,
I relied on my fastball and curve ball,
however I did lose control on my
curve and was a little upset when I hit
three kids. Besides that, I though I did
pretty good today.”
As to the Raider readiness on the
mound, Baylock explained, “We have
seniors Marco Giasullo and Drew
Howell going in the first round of the
county tournament. Marco has proved
that he’s our guy while Howell has
stepped up big this year and is getting
the first shot of relief. He’s it.”
N. Plainfield
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood

011 20
094 01
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Fred Lecomte for The Leader and The Times

HITTING 2 HOMERS…Mike Dinizo
whacked two homers against the
Canucks.

$599,900

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MAKING CONTACT WITH THE BALL…Blue Devil Jillian Olsen makes contact with the ball in the 13-inning classic with
Colonia.

GELMETTI GOES 4-FOR-5, FIETKIEWICZ BATS 2 RBI

Patriots Rally in Thirteenth,
Beat Blue Devil Girls, 4-3
By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A door-slamming bases loaded
single in a 13-inning marathon sealed
a 4-3 victory for the hosting, 12-1,
Colonia High School softball team
over 9-5 Westfield on April 28. Patriot pitcher Amy Ultrich scattered 16
hits, struck out eight and walked
seven. Blue Devil pitcher Lauren
Gelmetti surrendered 12 hits, amassed
10 strikeouts and walked five.
Gelmetti’s “metal stick” burned the
Patriots with four hits including an
RBI. Senior shortstop Kristina
Fietkiewicz banged out a double, two
RBI and scored a run. Mary Kate
Flannery drilled four singles.
“We talked about putting seven innings together. Today we played a
strong thirteen innings and I’m very
proud of that, however we didn’t get
the hit when we needed it,” said Blue
Devil Head Coach Tara Pignoli. “We
didn’t get the bunt down that one time
and that is frustrating. A couple of
balls were hit over our heads in the
outfield that we probably could have
caught but didn’t because they were
not played the best way. But I’m very
happy. This is a team that in each game
has looked better. I would say they
played their best game of the season.”
The Patriots scored two runs in the
bottom of the first on a Meghan
Donoghue single and back-to-back
RBI doubles by Brittany Moore and
Kate Pischetola, respectively. The Blue
Devils retaliated with three runs in the
third. Flannery and centerfielder Jen

WESTFIELD

Urcioli singled. Fietkiewicz pulled the
trigger with a two-run hit to center and
scored on Gelmetti’s single.
In the sixth, Patriots Pischetola and
Erin Mahar singled and Ultrich knocked
in a run to tie the game at 3-3. The Blue
Devils threatened in the eighth on backto-back singles by Fietkiewicz and
Gelmetti; however, Ultrich responded
with two unassisted plays.
The Blue Devils had a great chance
to go ahead in the ninth. Anna McGrath
singled, Jess Muskowitz bunted and
beat out the throw to first and Flannery
punched a two-out shot to center. However, a heads-up tag out by the third
baseman ended the threat.
In the bottom of the 13th,Gelmetti
found herself glaring at three Patriots
that settled on the bases with no one
out. Next, pinch-hitter Chelsea Finn
drilled the winning line drive between
first and second.
“I thought honestly, bases loaded,
no one out, we were going to get out

of the inning with our defense,” said
Pignoli. “Colonia hit the ball hard,
they challenged us and had runners
on base quite a few times. Defensively, Katie Smith has been so great.
I don’t want to jinx her, but she has
not made a mistake on the dirt and she
is just an anchor for our infield; however, that doesn’t mean we don’t have
things to work on. This is a team that
in each game has looked better.”
“This was perhaps one of the most
exciting games I have played in since
my three years on this team,” said
Flannery. “Lauren pitched two great
games, we played great defense but
missed opportunities including a
clutch hit and we didn’t get those
little things down. If we did, we would
of won the game. We cannot be disappointed in ourselves and we just need
to take this into the counties and be
really, really hungry.”
Westfield 002 000 000 000
Colonia 200 001 000 000

Make Mother’s Day Special
With the Gift of Golf Lessons
A Great Idea For A Mother,
or Group Of Moms Wanting To Learn.
Michael Kierner
PGA Professional

Individual
Lessons

Series of
Lessons

Group
Lessons

For More Information, Please call
Michael Kierner, Head Teaching Professional
at Shackamaxon Golf & Country Club

908-233-3989

Move Right In

$525,000

Spectacular 4 bedroom, 3 1/2 bath Split located a few blocks from Baltusrol Golf Club & features
generous sized rooms. Entrance hall w/new powder room, enormous & cozy family room boasts sliding
doors leading to wooded yard w/ marble patio. Large updated eat-in kitchen. Master bedroom w/full
bath. Just blocks to shops & schools. (052000075)

Well maintained, 7 room, 3 bedroom, two and a half bathroom Side Hall Colonial on beautiful, quiet
cul-de-sac. Move in condition. Home is situated next to wooded area and features eat-in kitchen with
cherry cabinets, three season room, deck, finished basement w/dry bar and three zone natural gas
heated hot-water baseboard heating on all floors. Recently painted interior and exterior. Generous
storage and closet space. One car attached garage. Close to schools and NYC train. (052000013)

Charming
$679,000
Updated 1920’s Colonial with period architectural detailing set on extensively landscaped property.
Entry foyer opens to charming living room with stone fireplace, cozy family room and large dining room
all brightened by oversized windows. The spacious kitchen w/seperate breakfast nook has new appliances
and leads to large fenced backyard and finished basement with a full bath. Four bedrooms and two
additional bathrooms complete this terrific home all only a few blocks from town, schools & train. (052000244)

WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD

0
1

Classic Colonial

$649,000

Located in desired Wilson School District, this classic 9 room Colonial, near town center, tennis club,
park, library and NYC transportation, features a first floor bedroom with full bath & three more bedrooms
with full bath on the 2nd floor. Additional rooms include powder room, entrance foyer, eat-in kitchen,
formal dining room, living room w/stone faced fireplace and den. A large basement w/laundry area,
workroom, commode & storage. Fenced yard & patio complete this lovely home. (052000083)

3
4
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Devil Nines Show Character,
Burn Red Devils, 6-5, in 8th
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

singled, dashed to second on a passed
ball and scored on Cuba’s double to
right.
Shapiro drilled an RBI double in the
second but Westfield came back with
two runs in the fourth to take a 3-2
lead. Diaz who reached base on a force
play scored on a throwing error then
Power walloped his RBI triple to the
387-foot mark in deep right-center.
Pat Ryan singled, stole second base
and scored on Shapiro’s second
double to tie the score in the fifth.
With the score still knotted in the
seventh, Hearon smacked a leadoff
double, Mike Murray was intentionally walked and Zierler looped the
shot into right that was caught by
Langhouser.

The final page of the drama began
with Cuba’s leadoff walk. Power
tapped his dribbler just to the left of
the pitcher and Anderson loaded the
bases with his bunt single. Kim
slapped an RBI single to right and
Hearon ended it with his two-run
single to right.
“Ridge is a great team,” commented
Hearon. “We are playing some good
ball right now going into the county
tournament. It’s the right time to start
playing well!”
“We are peaking at a nice time.
This is a perfect time to get our team
going and gelling together,” added
Power.
Ridge
Westfield

011 010 02
010 200 03
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SECOND AT SECOND SINGLES…Raider freshman Ryan Krueger battled his
way to second place at second singles in the Union County Tournament.

FIRST AT FIRST DOUBLES…Blue Devil Lee Bernstein and his partner Brian
Kender took the first doubles crown at the Union County Tournament.

Westfield Blue Devil Tennis Boys Take it to the Limit,
Capture Union County Tennis Crown from Hilltoppers
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOOPING UP THE THROW…Blue Devil first baseman Alex Zierler splits on
the dirt to scoop a throw from third base.

Raider Boys Win 4 Events
At Randolph Track Relays
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys track and field team
captured first in four events and
placed second in the Randolph Relays on April 30 with 66 points, just
being edged out by Wayne Valley
with 70 points. The Raider girls
placed in a tie for 12th with 18
points and were victorious in one
event.
Raiders Sean Smith, Kyle
Robotham and Jeff Pawid took first
in the team intermediate hurdles with
a time of 2:59.79, more than 12 seconds ahead of second-placed Ewing
at 3:12.22. Smith, Robotham and
Iceberg Bryant combined to win the
team high jump with a height of 16-

4. Robotham, Smith and Nehemiah
Burney-Porter won the team long
jump with a distance of 56-8.
John Badala, Mike Alleman and
Teddy Acosta won the team shot put
with a total distance of 121-7.75.
The Raider boys also placed second
in the 4x400 relay with a time of
3:37.18, third in the 4x1,600 with a
time of 20:06.15, fourth in the discus with a distance of 326-3 and fifth
in the 4x200 at 1:39.37.
Mary Shashaty, Cassy Valdes,
Allie Hoynes-O’Connor and Laura
Harrison gave the Raider girls a victory in the 4x1,600 with a time of
22:32.21. The Raiders also took fifth
in the 4x400 with a time of 4:23.42.

Describing his style of play,
Shallcross said, “My best shot is probably my forehand. I’m a baseliner
pretty much. I have a decent serve but
it is not really a weapon yet. I usually
play baseline consistency and try not
to get frustrated on the court. Usually,
I’m pretty patient.”
Ryan Krueger, seeded third, defeated Tim Deegan of Union Catholic
(6-0, 6-2) and Plainfield’s Melvin
Reynoso (6-0, 6-0), before upsetting
Summit’s Leo Spinzen (6-2, 1-6, 64).
“He’s a really good player and it
could have gone either way,” Krueger
said of Spinzen. “I was telling myself
to keep with it. He changed his game
so I changed my game. My strengths
are my forehand and ground strokes.
His strengths were definitely his volleys. It was hard to keep it away from
him.”
Blue Devils Brian Kender and Lee

Bernstein, seeded first at first doubles,
received a first round bye before rolling over Cranford’s Eric Murphy and
Matt Ross (6-0, 6-1), and Dayton’s
Avery Pangalangan and Lam Nguyen
(6-0, 6-2) in the semis. They continued to roll in the finals against
Summit’s Max Potesky and Zack
Goff, winning the first set 6-3 but
stumbled a bit before taking the second set, 6-4, for the title.
“The first set we came out strong
but the second set I don’t know what
happened. We went down 4-1. We
went up 40-love in the sixth game.
There was a questionable call then
we went through the second serve
and just blasted it. That was the turning point,” explained Kender.
“Our chemistry on the court. That’s
really what helped us. When I serve,
he knows where to go and when he
serves, I know where to go. We were
a more emotional team. It didn’t help

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SECOND AT THIRD SINGLES…Blue Devil freshman Ravi Netravali placed
second at third singles in the Union County Tournament. See picture on page 17.

us when we were down but it definitely helped us when we were up. To
come back, our conditioning, in the
second set when we were down 4-1.

(6-2, 6-4) and GL’s Bryan Heersema
(6-3, 6-1), respectively.
Raider John Altman placed third at
third singles with a, 6-1, 6-2, victory
over Heersema. Altman also defeated Dean Hobbins of Linden
(6-1, 6-0) and Will Robles of
Roselle Park (6-2, 6-2).
Blue Devil Alec Wasserman
blanked Nile Solon of Union to
have a first singles showdown
with Summit’s Dave Richards in
the quarterfinals. Richards won,
7-6 (8-6), 6-2, but Wasserman
battled back to place fifth after
defeating Mike Monagle of
Johnson (6-4, 6-2). Raider Jason
Krueger
blanked
Chris
Wisniewski of Linden and
Monagle (6-4, 6-2) before being
edged, 6-3, 7-5, by GL’s Adam
Geiger in the semis. Krueger finDavid B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ished fourth.
Raider Billy Albizati 1st doubles

That’s what it comes down to,”
Bernstein said.
Raiders Jeremy Sanders and Billy
Albizati leveled Roselle Park’s Mark
Mross and Vishal Gandhi (6-0, 6-1)
then won a 7-6 (7-5), 6-1, battle with
GL’s Brandon Alboum and Greg
Chilson in the quarters.
After losing to Potesky and Goff,
Sanders and Albizati claimed third
with a win over Pangalangan and
Nguyen.
Blue Devil freshman Ravi
Netravali, seeded second at third
singles, finished second after dropping a rugged, 4-6, 6-4, 6-4, decision
to Summit’s Varun Gehani in the finals. Netravali reached the finals by
defeating Max Fishkin of Dayton (60, 6-0), John Roszkowski of Union

TEAM SCORES:
1. Westfield (W) 81, 2. Summit (S) 76, 3.
Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SPF) 60, 4. Governor Livingston (GL) 44, 5. New Providence (NP) 39, 6. Dayton (D) 19, 7. Union
(U) 8, 8. Cranford (C), 9. Plainfield (P) 6, 10.
Johnson (J), Roselle Park (RP) 4.
CHAMPIONSHIPS:
First singles: Kevin Chen (NP) d. Geiger (GL), 6-3, 6-3
Second singles: Shallcross (W) d. R.
Krueger (SPF), 6-4, 6-1
Third singles: Gehani (S) d. Netravali
(W), 4-6, 6-4, 6-4
First doubles: Kender and Bernstein
(W) d. Goff and Potesky, 6-3, 6-4
Second doubles: Levy and Trimble (W)
d. Singh and Sangree (S), 5-7, 7-5, 6-3
THIRD PLACE:
First singles: Richards (S)
Second singles: Spinzen (S)
Third singles: Altman (SPF)
First doubles: Sanders and Albizati
(SPF)
Second doubles: Leischner and Leyden (SPF)

Coldwell Banker®, Since 1906, America's Premier Real Estate Company

Westfield
$474,900
Immaculate 3 bedroom, 2 bath home in Manor Park area.
Wonderful deck, maintenance-free and ready to move in.
WSF0271

North Plainfield
$339,000
Americana at its best. Charming 3 bedroom colonial with
numerous improvements. Fabulous deck, updated
kitchen, cac. WSF0012

Plainfield
$1,500,000
Sleepy Hollow Tudor mansion. 15 rooms, 5.1 baths,
carved limestone fireplace, inground pool, 2 + acres.
Strictly exclusive! WSF0014

Cranford
$505,000
Classic split level in quiet neighborhood. 4 bedrooms, 2
full baths, fully renovated kitchen, family room, hardwood
floors. WSF0066

Westfield
$899,000
New custom built colonial. 4 bedrooms, 2.1 baths, kitchen
with granite, combo family room with fireplace, walk-up
attic, deck. WSF0209

North Plainfield
$387,000
Meadowbrook colonial. 4 bedrooms, 2 fireplaces, family
room & more plus suite w/kitchenette, bath, bedroom,
living/dining room. WSF1032

www.ColdwellBankerMoves.com

Denotes Open House

Coldwell Banker Mortgage Services
888-317-5416
Concierge Services 800-353-9949
Global Relocation Services 877-384-0033
Previews International Estates Division 800-575-0952

Westfield 908-233-5555
209 Central Avenue
Some people think just any real estate company will do.
Others expect more.

Mobility Broker Network

©2004, Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.
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SPF Soccer Tempest Defeat
Bridgewater, 2-0, Tie, 2-2

FIRST IN THE KOC TOURNAMENT…The Madison team took first at the 2004
Knights of Columbus Baseball Tournament.

Youth Baseball Teams to Vie
For Westfield KOC Title
Youth baseball teams from
Westfield, Clark, Mountainside, Summit and other surrounding towns will
be competing in the third annual
Knights of Columbus Westfield Invitational Tournament at Gumbert Fields
in Westfield, scheduled to start on
Memorial Day weekend, May 27-30,
with championship games to be played
the following weekend. Planned as an
early kickoff of the summer travel
season, the competition will be the
first chance for local traveling squads
to test their talents in tournament play.
The event is sponsored by Council
1711, located in Westfield. Last year
the tournament raised more than
$7,500 for local food pantries, youth
baseball programs and children’s
charities. The tournament proceeds
also supported a local Eagle Scout’s
project to build the Korean War Memorial. The new flagpole at Gumbert
Field is another result of this event.
The Knights will seek to raise money
through the sale of refreshments, T-

U14 Travel Soccer
To Hold Tryouts
Open tryouts for U14 Boys Travel
Soccer will be held on Tuesdays, May
10 and May 17, from 4 to 6 p.m. at
Houlihan Field, with registration starting at 3:40 p.m.
Players selected will play for either
the CWS Rowdies team, which play in
MAPS (Mid-Atlantic Premier Soccer)
or the Westfield Falcons, which play in
Mid New Jersey.
Players must be born after August 1,
1991. Boys from all towns are eligible.
Current travel players may not wear
any part of their current uniform. Shin
guards and clears are required. Additional information is available at http:/
/www.westfieldnjsoccer.com

shirts and prizes that include premium
box seats for the Mets and Yankees
games, prizes from local merchants,
autographed baseball memorabilia,
vintage press photos, youth baseball
equipment and more.
Teams ages 11 and 12 will compete in
single elimination play after three seeding games are held during the
tournament’s first two days. The tournament semifinals will be held on Monday, May 30. Games are scheduled to
start at 5:30 p.m., Friday, May 27. For
complete information on joining the
tournament competition, supporting the
charity sales or other particulars, please
e-mail lglanzano@comcast.net.
The Knights of Columbus is a worldwide Catholic fraternal organization.
In the past decade, the Knights donated nearly $1 billion to numerous
charitable causes and nearly 400 million hours of volunteer service. In
2004 alone, the Knights donated nearly
$125 million and 60 million volunteer
hours to charitable causes. The Monsignor Henry J. Watterson Council,
Westfield, has over 400 members and
works throughout the year to support
many local charities including special
education, homes for unwed mothers,
scholarship assistance and more.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Tempest soccer team showed its defensive capability in the first game of a
home and home series with
Bridgewater on April 30. Buoyed by
goalkeeper Paige Della Badia, the
defense was led by Meghan
Cunningham, Ali Pearl and the allout hustle of Claudia Falconieri. The
Tempest won, 2-0.
The biggest play of the game occurred in the second half when a
Bridgewater forward broke away with
the ball, Falconieri signaled Della
Badia to leave the net and rush the
opposing forward. As she slid to try
and alter the shot, the ball slipped by
and was just a few feet from a certain
goal. Falconieri appeared from nowhere to kick the ball away as it was

High School Wood Bat
Summer League News
The 2005 High School Wood Bat
league will be starting up May 28 for
all Varsity Teams. The league offers
teams an opportunity to see new competition and a chance to be seen by
college recruiters.
Coaches will be able to keep their
varsity team together and play a flexible schedule for the summer. In addition to playing up to 30 games, the
tournaments host many out-of-state
talented teams, showcase teams and
even pro scout teams. We do not interfere with American Legion or High
School baseball.
For more information about the league,
please e-mail john.gsbl@gmail.com,
call (732) 382-4610 or visit
www.gardenstatebaseball.com.

WF PAL Cheerleading
Sign-ups Set for May 9
The Westfield P.A.L. Cheerleading
sign-ups for the ’05-’06 Football season will be in person on Monday, May
9, 5-7 p.m. at the P.A.L. office (111
Quimby Street, second floor). Registration is $85. Any questions, please
call (908) 233-7105, extension no. 6.

about to cross the line.
Offensively, Avika Shah scored the
first goal midway through the first
half off a long pass from Falconieri.
Offensive pressure from Emma Kelly,
Emily Nagourney, Melanie Rome,
Julia Babis and Gabrielle Vacca kept
the Bridgewater defense on its heels.
Elizabeth Tenzer was the beneficiary
of that pressure and scored the second goal.
On May 1, Bridgewater was more
fortunate to salvage a 2-2 tie in
Bridgewater. Bridgewater scored first
then Shah, assisted by Rome, came
back 30 seconds later to tie the game.
While Erica Randazzo, Michelle
Rogoff and Rebecca Kreyer kept
Bridgewater off-balance, Evelyn
Klotz launched a shot that found the
top of the net to give the 2-0-2 Tempest a 2-1 lead that almost held up.

Blue Sharks Chew Up
SPF Armstrong, 2-1
The Scotch Plains Blue Sharks U12
Girls intercounty soccer team took its
first lead of the spring and, more
importantly, held on to win, 2-1,
against the Scotch Plains U14
Armstrong team on May 1. It was a
rematch of an earlier season battle
that had ended in a scoreless tie.
The Sharks were able to convert
their opportunities, striking just before the end of the first half on a
breakaway goal by Amanda
Rodriguez and early in the second
half on a hard shot by Alyssa Young.
With their outstanding goalie, Melissa McKenna, abetted by a sturdy
defense of Lauren Berk, Lauren
Buckley, Sarah Lazarus and Sarah
Weber, the Sharks improved their
record to 1-2-1.
Other standouts included Jessica
DiGiacomo, Erin Brown, Kara
Gaynor, Sarah Weber, Emily Cohen,
Rebecca DiGiacomo, Annie Rubin
and Desli DeMarsico.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FIFTH AT FIRST SINGLES…Blue Devil Alec Wasserman finished fifth at first
singles in the Union County Tournament.

WTA Men’s Singles Tennis Ladder Told:
WTA announced the initial men’s
singles ladder rankings for the 2005
season. All players are allowed two
challenge matches by June 1. All
challenges afterwards must be
made to a player within eight spots
on the ladder. The first reporting
period ends May 22. Players must
play one match within each reporting period to avoid dropping three
spots down the ladder. Please report all matches played to Richard
Pardo at rspardo531@msn.com.
*Denotes new members

1. G. Wasserman
2. Robert Errazo
3. Jon Eisenberg
4. Tuyen Diep
5. Mike Gonnella
6. Rich Pardo
7. Weldon Chin
8. Melvin Diep
9. Vollbrechthausen
10.Stuart Gruskin
11. Paul Moum
12. Mike McGlynn
13. Alex Winneker
14. Chris Wendel
15. Ross Errazo
16. Andrew Cohen
17. Steve Satkin
18. Michael Manders

19. Mike Morin
20. Dave Ferio
21. Q. Kapadia
22. S. Kreutzer
23. Mike McCrea
24. Jon Walker
B. Anderson*
T. Bigosinski*
Vince Camuto*
Chris Conley*
Joe Donnolo*
Adam Krell*
Ethan Krell*
Jeremy Krell*
Todd Krell*
Steve Parker*
Dewey Rainville*

Blue Devil
Fast Pitch Softball Camp
For Girls Entering Grades 2–9

JUNE 27th to JUNE 30th, 2005
9:00am to 12:00pm
Westfield High School

732-873-5399
Camp Director: Maggie McFadden • email: mmcfadden@patmedia.net

“Your Jersey Shore Connection”
Spring Lake-Sea Girt
Manasquan-Belmar
Susan Linky
732-614-7079

Diane Turton, Realtors
732-449-4441
1216 Third Ave., Spring Lake, NJ 07762

Doris Baril
732-995-3088
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Taking the Games Seriously

Westfield Youth Sports:
From a Parent’s Perspective
By ANNA GITHENS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin (June 2004 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PRETENDING TO BE IN THE BIG LEAGUES…Millions of young children from around the United States simulate their
Major League heroes.

While standing on the sidelines of
a youth sporting event in Westfield,
one will often hear parents ask each
other, “Why are we all running around
like this?” and “Are we going to look
back at ourselves in 10 years and
regret it?”
As a Westfield “Sports Mom” (I
cannot use the hackneyed phrase
“Soccer Mom”), I would like to take
this opportunity to interject some
humble remarks about the world of
sports in our town.
In answer to the first question, let’s
face it; we like to be busy, at least
most of the time. After all, we are a
product of the over-achieving baby
boomer generation. However, we are
also only human. So it’s not until
severe fatigue, memory loss or being
physically unable to attend three
sporting events at once sets in, that
we turn to our parental counterparts
for a little consolation.
Actually, I’m not only referring to
the parents in that respect, I’m also

COLDWELL BANKER

&

E X P E R I E N C E , T R U S T, R E L I A B I L I T Y S E RV I C E

Bright & Airy Split Level featuring three Bedrooms, one Full and two Half Baths, Eat-in-Kitchen, Living Room & Dining Room with Hardwood
Floors, Den, attached garage, basement & CAC. This home is on a 75 x 134 level lot in a Park-like-Setting. Offered $539,000. WSF#0332

Jayne Bernstein
Sales Associate

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1997-2004
Direct Line: (908) 301-2006
Cell Phone: (908) 403-9330
E-mail: jaynebernstein@hotmail.com

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

©2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT, Inc.

WESTFIELD OFFICE • 209 CENTRAL AVENUE • (908) 233-5555

referring to the “child athletes.” I am
sure they are feeling the effects as
well, with the exception of memory
loss, that is.
But many of us today really don’t
know how to relax. Maybe that explains why yoga has become so popular over the past several years. We
need yoga classes to counter-balance
our insane schedule for the week. We
even have our children taking yoga
classes, at least my sons do when they
can fit it in to their schedule.
Mastering yoga, or some sort of
meditation technique, may prove to
be a useful tool for them in life. Especially after experiencing the hectic
pace we set for them in their youth.
My goal is to simply offset any of the
damage I did running them around
when they were younger.
Shouldn’t learning to relax be
equally as important as mastering a
change-up pitch or a face-dodge?
Some of the best athletes use visualization techniques to help them perform in a game situation. Michael
Jordan, Tiger Woods and Jack
Nicklaus all practice their moves
mentally.
Now that we as parents recognize
the importance of taking time out,
shouldn’t we make a point of doing it
regularly? Very often, when my sons
leave for their prospective sport, they
are not seen again until four hours
later. Some game “warm-ups” last as
long as one hour or more.
The coaches, my husband being
one of them, have good intentions
because they tell the kids to complete
their homework right after school. In
theory, this sounds like a model set
up, but in practice, it’s humanly impossible once you factor in a snack,
change of clothes and travel time to
the field.
While there are certain league-imposed restrictions, such as weight limits on a player who carries the ball in
football, and pitching limits on a
player in baseball, a child’s workload
should also be important to consider.
I do think Westfield’s sports programs are phenomenal, and we are
lucky to have so many qualified and
dedicated coaches and parents. I also
think, however, that the intensity of
athletics today at an early age is very
strong. The stress level is getting
high for children nowadays because
they are expected to commit a full
year to one sport. Otherwise, they
are viewed as not being too serious
about that particular sport.
It’s not hard to notice this psychology slowly creeping into their
younger years. The spring sports are
offering fall programs and the fall
sports are offering spring programs;
some making it mandatory or you
can’t be on the team. Very often a
sport is overlapped with the end of
an existing season because a coach
wants to get a “head start” on the
next season, thereby forcing the child
to double up.
There are also winter programs for
their year-round sport, and let’s not
forget about the August pre-season
training sessions.

Flag Football to Host
Kickoff Summer Event

Mary McEnerney, CRS, GRI, SRES
NJAR Circle of Excellence Award
Gold Level: 1997-2004
Direct Line: (908) 301-2052
Email: MaryMacHomes@aol.com

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
209 CENTRAL AVENUE
WESTFIELD, NJ 07090
(908) 233-5555 EXT. 189

Indoor Elegance - Outdoor Gracious Living

The Jersey Flag Football Association will be hosting a “Kick-off the
summer” Co-Ed Event. This will be a
one-day event offering games, food,
and prizes, offering an opportunity to
meet new people ages 25 to 35.
For more information, please call
(732) 978-4453 or e-mail
nj_bandits@yahoo.com.

See it all on the Web!
See it all in Color!

www.goleader.com

Mountainside

This totally renovated ranch takes full advantage of the views from the Watchung Reservation ridge. Windows galore draw
you outdoors to the terraced porch, patio and pool areas that are both private and expansive. Vaulted ceilings in the family
room, living room and cook’s kitchen add to the sense of spaciousness. The master bedroom suite has his and hers closets
and a spectacular bathroom with whirlpool tub and glass block shower.
This casually elegant home is perfect for entertaining and a perfect marriage of indoor and outdoor living.

Offered for $1,950,000
All information deemed reliable but not guaranteed. Prices subject to change. © 2005 Coldwell Banker Corporation. Coldwell Banker ® is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Independently owned and operated by NRT, Incorporated.

I don’t think an eight-year-old
should have to make career choices
and give up the idea of trying a sport
that looks fun to play. A third grader
really should not have to dedicate as
much time to one sport as an eighth
grader.
We all would like our children to be
successful athletes, but it should be a
gradual process. So many children
around this town are suffering from
countless injuries to the elbows,
ankles and hamstrings; some of them
damaging growth plates. Not all, but
many of them are stress-induced that
result from too much wear and tear at
an early age. My son was diagnosed
with tendonitis of the knees at the age
of nine. We need to discipline ourselves, myself included, by refraining from going over their heads too
soon.
In answer to the second question,
I’m not sure we would actually regret
the numerous activities we’ve allowed
our children to partake in; we want to
provide for them the best that we can.
But it’s all moving so fast that it’s
hard to reflect on what we are doing
day to day.
My sons will never say that their
practice is too long; they really should
go home and study more. Or maybe I
shouldn’t attend that scrimmage Sunday morning, we should go to church
as a family. They love the game too
much!
It has been my experience that most
coaches, especially since many of
them are fathers, do understand the
school workload and don’t hold it
against the student athlete when they
have a big test or project. It also is the
parent’s responsibility to balance athletics and school.
What would help a parent, in my
opinion, are weekly time limits set
for practices, determined by what is a
“reasonable” amount of time for a
child according to his/her age.
One of Westfield’s best attributes is
that it is such a well-rounded town.
The true measure of a strong community is being able to set your own
standards and maintain what you’re
comfortable with, not those which
our surrounding towns are comfortable with.
Maybe we should apply the ageold mindset, “Quality, not quantity”
to our practices, and “Mind over matter” to our own self-discipline as parents and coaches.

Baseball League to Hold
Memorial Day Tourney
This Memorial Day weekend, the
Garden State Baseball League
(GSBL) will be hosting the hottest
tournament on the east coast for
14U, 16U, 17-19 and College Unlimited. The tournament will run
May 28 and 29 and offer teams up to
four games.
The GSBL has hosted many talented
teams in the past, coming from as far as
Canada. Many times pro scouts and
college recruiters have been in attendance. For further information, visit
www.gardenstatebaseball.com, call
(732) 382-4610 or e-mail
john.gsbl@gmail.com. Also, see about
the July 4 and August tournaments.

WF PAL Football
Registration Begins:
Westfield PAL Football registrations for the fall 2005 season
will be available in all elementary
and middle school offices beginning Friday, May 6. They will also
be available online at the website
westfieldpalfootball.com.
The registration deadline is Saturday, June 18. The PAL Football
season will begin with minicamp
practices on August 23, 24 and 25.
Early registration is advised.

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION
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PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
PLANNING BOARD
Please take notice that on May 6, 2005
following the 7:30 PM Agenda Meeting at
the Fanwood Borough Hall, located at 75
North Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New
Jersey, the Planning Board will hold a
hearing on the application of the undersigned. The property in question is located
at: 222 South Avenue, Fanwood, New
Jersey, also known as Block 64 Lot 1.01,
Lot 2, and Lot 3, as shown on the Fanwood
Tax Map, owned by 218 Properties, LLC,
Renato Marcovecchio, and 224 South
Avenue, LLC, respectively.
The applicant is submitting a site plan
pursuant to section 184:55 and requests a
bulk variance for parking, which is in violation of Section 184-160 of the Fanwood
Land Use Code.
Variance requested: Number of parking
spaces; Permitted: 42 spaces; Present:
Existing gravel lot; Proposed: 26 spaces
The applicant will also seek such other
relief, as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of
the application or amendment(s) to the
application.
The file pertaining to this application is
available for public inspection during normal business hours (9 AM - 2 PM) from the
Secretary of the Planning Board at the
Administration Office of the Borough of
Fanwood at 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey.
Any interested party may appear at said
hearing and participate therein in accordance with the rules of the Fanwood Planning Board.
Applicant:
222 South Avenue, LLC
384 Cook Avenue
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076
Attorney for Applicants:
Ben J. Zander, Esq.
34 Mill Street
Mount Holly, New Jersey 08060
1 T - 5/5/05, The Times
Fee: $40.29

Isoldi Earns Coldwell Banker
Luxury Property Designation
WESTFIELD – Frank D. Scott. “The course covers topics
Isoldi, broker/associate of such as developing detailed marColdwell Banker Resiket analysis for sellers
dential Brokerage, has
of luxury homes and
earned the Coldwell
how to make use of PreBanker Previews Interviews resources to
national Property Speimplement specialized
cialist designation, acmarketing plans that
cording to Michael
will expose excepScott, Manager of
tional properties to afColdwell Banker’s
fluent buyers on a
Westfield Office.
world wide basis.”
To date, only 4.6 perMr. Isoldi has been
cent of more than
affiliated
with
117,000 Coldwell
Coldwell Banker’s
Frank D. Isoldi
Banker sales associates
Westfield Office for
have been awarded this
five years. He is a sales
designation.
associate who has
Coldwell Banker Previews In- earned many honors, including
ternational is a comprehensive no. one agent in the Westfield
marketing effort designed spe- Office in 2004. A native of
cifically for marketing luxury Westfield, and a graduate of Drew
residential properties to affluent University in Madison, Mr. Isoldi
buyers worldwide.
resides in Westfield and is an
“In addition to a demanding active member of many local orperformance criteria based on ganizations.
successfully selling luxury propColdwell Banker Residential
erties, Frank had to complete a Brokerage is located at 209 Cenprescribed certification course to tral Avenue in Westfield. Mr.
earn the Previews Property Spe- Isoldi can be reached at (908)
cialist designation,” said Mr. 301-2038.
Paid Bulletin Board

Westfield

$1,150,000

Westfield

$1,799,990

Beautiful new home to be built by Michael Mahoney on quiet oval featuring a Living Room; Formal Dining Room;
Kitchen w/granite counter tops; Family Room w/fplc; Conservatory; 4 Bedrooms; 2 ½ baths including a Master Suite
w/full bath and his and her’s walk in closets and 2nd floor laundry. WSF0160

This magnificent Colonial home is situated on one of Westfield’s most notable streets, set on over a ½ acre of property
it boasts a gracious entry Foyer; formal Parlor; Living Room with fireplace; formal Dining Room; sunny Family Room;
updated Eat-In Kitchen w/Viking stove; 5 Bedrooms, 2 ½ baths including a master wing which encompasses a full
bathroom; sitting room w/fireplace (possible 6th bedroom) and study/office; plus an additional study. Beautifully
appointed with deep moldings; pocket doors; and gorgeous hard wood flooring. WSF0061

SKY TOP COLONIAL
Magnificent Colonial nestled in the Watchung Reservation. This beautiful home, in move-in
condition, offers so many features: bright and spacious rooms, a half acre + gorgeous
landscaped backyard with a patio and a newly renovated kidney shaped in-ground pool. The
generous living space offers a Living room, Dining room, Family room, 4 bedrooms, 2.1 baths,
hardwood floors, and large basement. All this and more offered for $794,900. #2068290

STEVEN DEMOLA

Previews Specialist
DIRECT LINE: 908-301-2882
sdrealtor@comcast.net
©2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT, Inc.

WESTFIELD OFFICE

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

908-233-5555

Westfield

$2,250,000

Scotch Plains

$2,500,000

Wonderful new Wychwood home to be built by Michael Mahoney featuring a gracious Entrance Foyer flanked by
formal Living and Dining Rooms; gourmet Kitchen w/island open to Family Room w/fireplace; 1st floor guest suite and
Laundry; 5 additional Bedrooms and 3 full baths including a Master Suite with Sitting Room, private bath, walk in
closet and fireplace and 2 bedrooms with a jack and jill bath. WSF1073

Scotch Plains for $1,644,000
For 14 Rooms, 6 Bedrooms & 4½
4½ Baths
Nestled on a level acre at the end of a quiet cul-de-sac sits an exquisite, newly renovated Colonial
with a 2-story entrance foyer and expansive living space of 5,000+ s.f. that boasts 14 rooms, 6
bedrooms, 4 ½ baths, 3 fireplaces and hardwood floors throughout.
All living areas have been carefully planned for superb functionality and everyday living. The
gourmet, eat-in kitchen has an 8’ center island with prep sink & 4-person café style seating, stone
countertops, Sub-Zero refrigerator, professional Viking stove, a large butler’s pantry and wet bar.
The 1st floor also has a formal living room, family room with wood-burning fireplace, mud room,
powder room and a bedroom suite. A 32’ x 15’ basement rec room offers additional living space
and has another wood-burning fireplace.
Up the curved staircase to the 2nd floor is the master bedroom suite plus 4 large bedrooms sharing
2 full baths and the laundry room. The 24’ x 16’ master bedroom suite has his & hers walk-in
closets, 2 bath vanities, 2-person whirlpool, tiled shower and gas fireplace for cold winter nights.

Stunning 6 Bedroom 5 ½ bath home to be built in Pond Estates by Needle Point Homes. Beautifully appointed thru
out including a grand Foyer w/sweeping staircase; formal Living Room w/fireplace; Formal Dining Room; gourmet
Kitchen w/island ; sunken Family Room w/fireplace; 1st floor guest suite; Library and Conservatory. Each bedroom has
access to a full bath and the luxurious Master includes a Sitting Room; private bath; his and hers walk-in closets and
fireplace. Nestled on almost 2 acres. WSF0149

FRANK D. ISOLDI

Broker / Sales Associate
#1 Agent - Westfield Office 2004
NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1993-2004
Platinum Level: 2004
Direct Dial: 908-301-2038

William Taylor

Sales Associate
Office: (908) 233-5555 x. 219
Mobile: (908) 803-8051
wtaylor@comcast.net

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage
209 Central Avenue Westfield, NJ 07090
Bus. (908) 233-5555 x 199 Fax: (908) 233-8780

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

©2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT, Inc.

WESTFIELD OFFICE • 209 CENTRAL AVENUE • 908-233-5555
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See it all on the Web! www.goleader.com
PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD BOARD OF EDUCATION
NOTICE OF MEETINGS
(In Compliance with OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT - Chapter 231)
*ADDENDUM TO REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETINGS*
TYPE OF MEETING:

Executive Session Meeting

DATE OF MEETING:

Wednesday, May 11, 2005

LOCATION:

Administration Building
Evergreen Avenue & Cedar Street
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076

TIME:

7:30 p.m.

PURPOSE OF MEETING:

The Board will meet in Executive Session to
discuss negotiations.

ACTION TO BE TAKEN:
1 T - 5/5/05, The Times

Action will not be taken.
Fee: $30.60

PUBLIC NOTICE

Roller Hockey Clinics: Students
will learn basic skills or fine-tune
their skills with George Giresi and
the Westfield High School Ice Hockey
Team. The class will be offered to
children age 6 to 12, from Monday,
June 20, through Friday, June 24,
from 3:30 to 5: 30 p.m. at Tamaques
Park. The cost is $60 per child.
Night Place: The Night Place program is held throughout the school
year on select Friday evenings. This
program is open to all middle school
students. The program is held from
7:30 to 9:30 p.m. at Edison Intermediate School. The cost is $2 in
advance and $3 at the door. The

remaining date is May 13.
Playground Program: In person
registration begins on Wednesday,
June 1, for the Junior Playground
Program, Teen Scene Playground,
and the C.I.T. Playground Program.
The program is available for schoolaged Westfield residents only.
PUBLIC NOTICE

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES, PROCUREMENT
SEALED BIDS will be received from bidders classified under NJSA 27:7-35.1 et seq.;
in the NJDOT MULTIPURPOSE ROOM, New Jersey Department of Transportation,
1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey 08625; until 10:00 A.M. on 5/19/2005 and
opened and read for:

SEALED BIDS will be received from bidders classified under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et
seq.; in the NJDOT MULTIPURPOSE ROOM, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey 08625; until 10:00 A.M. on 5/26/2005
and opened and read for:

MAINTENANCE ROADWAY REPAIR CONTRACT NO: 156, NORTH-2004;
ROUTE 439 AND 124 WESTBOUND,

MAINTENANCE ROADWAY REPAIR CONTRACT NO: 152,
NORTH-2004; ROUTE 27, ESSEX AND UNION COUNTIES
100% STATE
DP NO: 05415

Bidders are required to comply with the requirement of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27.
Effective October 15, 2004, Pursuant to Executive Order 134, all bidders must provide
a completed, signed Executive Order No. 134 Certification and Disclosure Form.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, Business Registration, proof of valid business registration shall be submitted by a bidder with its bid proposal at the time of bid for 100% State
funded projects.
Pursuant to the “Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et
seq. (P.L. 2003, c. 91), bidders must register with the New Jersey Department of Labor,
Division of Wage and Hour Compliance. The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil
Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252 U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to
such Act, and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business
enterprises full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and will not
discriminate against any bidder on the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or
handicap in the contract award. Drawings, specifications, and bid documents may be
inspected or obtained for a fee of $15.00, for full size drawings, at the NJDOT
Engineering and Operations Building 1st floor, Box 600 Trenton, New Jersey 08625
during business hours. Names and addresses of prospective bidders for this project may
be acquired by telephoning 609-530-8585 during business hours. Their fax number is
609-530-6626. Drawings, special provisions, and bid documents may also be inspected
( BUT NOT OBTAINED ) by contracting organizations at our various Design Field Offices
at the following locations:
200 Stierli Court
Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70
Mt. Arlington, NJ
Freehold, NJ
Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141
732-308-4025
856-486-6624
3 T - 4/28/05, 5/5/05 and 5/12/05, The Leader
Fee: $195.84

Bidders are required to comply with the requirement of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27.
Effective October 15, 2004, Pursuant to Executive Order 134, all bidders must provide
a completed, signed Executive Order No. 134 Certification and Disclosure Form
within seven (7) state business days from the project bid date..
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, Business Registration, proof of valid business registration shall be submitted by a bidder with its bid proposal at the time of bid for 100% State
funded projects.
Pursuant to the “Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et
seq. (P.L. 2003, c. 91), bidders must register with the New Jersey Department of Labor,
Division of Wage and Hour Compliance.
The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the contract award.
Drawings, specifications, and bid documents may be inspected or obtained for a fee
of $15.00, for full size drawings, at the NJDOT Engineering and Operations Building 1st
floor, Trenton, New Jersey 08625 during business hours.
Names and addresses of prospective bidders for this project may be acquired by
telephoning 609-530-8585 during business hours. Their fax number is 609-530-6626.
Drawings, special provisions, and bid documents may also be inspected (BUT NOT
OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our various Design Field Offices at the
following locations:
200 Stierli Court
Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70
Mt. Arlington, NJ
Freehold, NJ
Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141
732-308-4025
856-486-6624
3 T - 5/5/05, 5/12/05 and 5/19/05, The Leader
Fee: $198.90

Expect More

NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE PLATINUM LEVEL 2002 & 2004

Hye-Young Choi
#1 Realtor in the Westfield Office 1994-2003
10 Consecutive Years
email: hye-young@att.net

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWN OF WESTFIELD

SPECIAL MEETING
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
425 EAST BROAD STREET
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

by: Traci Kastner
tkastner@westfieldnj.net
(908) 789-4080

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES, PROCUREMENT

ESSEX AND UNION COUNTIES
100% STATE
DP NO: 05414

Stroller-Size: This one-hour total
body workout is aimed at improving
one’s cardiovascular endurance,
strength and flexibility. The class will
be held in Tamaques Park on Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. from April 6 through
May 25. The fee is $48 per person.
Summer Camps: The Recreation
Department is taking registrations
for summer camps. Camps are available for baseball, basketball, bowling, golf, roller hockey, soccer, tennis, multi-sports and wrestling.
Teen Center: The Teen Center is
open on most Friday evenings during
the school year between the hours of
7 and 11 p.m. for all Westfield High
School students.

Total Toning: Classes are held on
Mondays and Thursdays from 7:30 to
8:30 p.m. in the Municipal Building
Community Room, 425 East Broad
Street. Each session includes 10
classes. The fee is $65 per person.
Tennis Programs: Classes for
adults and children (ages 3 to 14 yrs.)
will begin Saturday, May 7, at the
Memorial Park Tennis courts. Classes
are offered for pee-wee, beginner,
advanced beginner and intermediate
levels.
Trips: State Theatre in New
Brunswick, performances of Smokey
Joe’s Café on Friday, May 6, at a cost
of $59 per person, and the Michael
McDonald concert on Wednesday,
July 13. The cost includes transportation.
Please register for the above programs at: the Westfield Recreation
Department, 425 East Broad Street.
For further information, please call
the Westfield Recreation Office at
(908) 789-4080. Visit us online at:
westfieldnj.net/townhall/recreation.

Recreation Department Events

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

INVITATION TO BID
Sealed proposals will be received by the
Town of Westfield in the Council Chambers at the Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey, at
10:00 AM prevailing time on Monday, May
23, 2005 for the
“2005 TUTTLE PARKWAY
CURB
REPLACEMENT
PROJECT, WESTFIELD, NEW
JERSEY”.
The work under this Proposal includes
the furnishing of all labor, materials and
equipment necessary to complete the work
as shown on the Contract Drawings and
described in the Contract Specifications,
and Proposals shall be in accordance with
such Drawings and Specifications and the
terms proposed in the Contract. The work
consists primarily of the construction of
approximately 2,045 lineal feet of granite
block curb, 1,419 square feet of 6 inch
thick concrete, 571 square feet of 4 inch
thick concrete, 32 square yards of bituminous concrete driveway repair, 530 square
yards of top soil & sod, 1 Type ‘B’ Inlet, 282
lineal feet of HDPE storm sewer pipe, and
other related items. The successful bidder
shall start construction ten (10) days after
notice of award of Contract is given, and
shall complete all work within forty-five
(45) working days after the start of construction.
The successful bidder is hereby advised that construction must be completed no later than August 26, 2005.
All bidders must submit with their bid
a copy of their New Jersey Business
Registration Certificate. Failure to submit proof of registration will disqualify
the bid.
Proposals shall be in writing on the forms
furnished and must be delivered at the
place and before the hour above mentioned, and must be accompanied by a
certified check or bid bond payable to the
Town of Westfield in an amount equal to at
least ten percent (10%) of the base amount
of the bid, but not less than $500.00 nor
more than $20,000.00. Each bid must
also be accompanied by a Surety Company Certificate stating that said Surety
Company would provide the bidder with
the required Performance bond in the full
amount of the Contract, by a Non-Collusion Affidavit and a Contractor’s Qualification Statement, Statement of Ownership,
on the forms included in and explained in
the contract documents.
Bidders must be in compliance with all
provisions of Chapter 127 P. L. 1975
supplement to the law against discrimination (Affirmative Action) and must pay
workmen the prevailing wage rates promulgated by the New Jersey State Department of Labor and Industry for this project,
copies of which are on file in the Office of
the Town engineer.
Plans and specifications may be seen or
procured at the office of the Town Engineer, Public Works Center, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey. The
Mayor and Council reserve the right to
reject any bid, and to waive any informality
in any bid, if in the interest of the Town; it
is deemed advisable to do so.
Kenneth B. Marsh
Town Engineer
1 T - 5/5/05, The Leader
Fee: $66.81

AGENDA
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE
Cellular Telephone Company, d/b/a
AT&T Wireless (applicant) have made an
application to the Zoning Board of Adjustment for the Town of Westfield, Seeking
Preliminary and Final Major Site Plan approval and a Use Variance. Applicant proposes to erect an 85 feet cellular telecommunication tower and related equipment
in the front yard (located on Springfield
Avenue) of the Wychwood Garden complex.
The properties involved in this application are located at 1400 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey and are identified
as Block 3902, Lot 4 on the official tax
maps of the Town of Westfield. The property is located in the RA-2 zone district.
The applicant seeks variance relief of
the Westfield Land Use Ordinance, as
follows:
“C” Variances
1.
Use Variance - § 18.020 and §
18.19A of the Land Use Ordinance permit
freestanding cellular telecommunications
antennas as a conditional use only in the
0-2, 0-3, C and GB - 2 zone districts. This
application seeks a variance to permit a
freestanding cellular telecommunication
antenna in the RA-2 zone district.
2.
Maximum Coverage Variance –
By building an above grade structure § 11.15E (9) of the Land Use Ordinance
allows no more that 17% of the area of any
lot to be covered by buildings and above
ground structures. The Applicant is seeking 18.65%.
3.
Variance for exceeding fence
height - § 12.07C of the Land Use Ordinance allows fences not to exceed 4 feet
in height when located in the front yard.
The Applicant seeks a variance to permit
the construction of a 6-foot fence in the
front yard.
4.
Variance for maximum height
of flagpoles - § 12.05B of the Land Use
Ordinance allows a maximum height of 45
feet for flagpoles. The Applicant seeks a
variance to permit the installation of an 85
feet flagpole.
5.
Preliminary and Final Site Plan
approval.
The applicant also seeks approval of
any and all other relief not indicated above
that may be determined necessary during
the course of the public hearings.
A Public hearing has been ordered for
May 16, 2005 in the Council Chambers at
7:00 p.m. in the Westfield Municipal Building located at 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, at which time you
may appear and participate in the hearing
in accordance with the rules of the Board.
Action may be taken.
Information, maps, plans and the application are available for your inspection in
the Public Works Building, 959 North Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey, and
may be reviewed Monday through Friday,
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Lori Boyd, Secretary
Board of Adjustment
1 T - 5/5/05, The Leader
Fee: $67.32

Mary McEnerney, CRS, GRI, SRES
NJAR Circle of Excellence Award
Gold Level: 1997-2004
Direct Line: (908) 301-2052
Email: MaryMacHomes@aol.com

Contact Hye-Young Choi Today for the Perfect Home!

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
209 CENTRAL AVENUE
WESTFIELD, NJ 07090
(908) 233-5555 EXT. 189

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY

Spacious, renovated 4 BR, 3 full BTH home w/modern flair. 2 story entry, LR w/frplc, banquet size DR w/
custom BI’s, gourmet EI KIT w/skylt. MBR suite w/whirlpool tub, frplc & walk-in closet. Balcony off MBR
looks over park-like prop. w/gazebo. Multi-Zn HT/CAC. $699,000

WESTFIELD OFFICE
209 CENTRAL AVENUE
908-233-5555, EXT. 169
DIRECT LINE: 908-301-2015

Mountainside—This charming 3 Bedroom 1 1/2 bath Colonial home sits on large park-like property.
Features include a lovely Living Room with a fireplace, formal Dining Room with a chairrail & built-in
corner cabinet and sliding doors leading to a deck overlooking a deep backyard. Other highlights include
a full basement with a Recreation Room and Powder Room, hardwood floors, 1-car attached garage and
much more. Plenty of room to expand. Walk to elementary school & playground.

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

©2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT, Inc.

Offered for $489,000
All information deemed reliable but not guaranteed. Prices subject to change. © 2005 Coldwell Banker Corporation. Coldwell Banker ® is a registered trademark
of Coldwell Banker Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Independently owned and operated by NRT, Incorporated.

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

See it all on the Web!
See it all in Color!
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www.goleader.com
PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-4487-05
FILE NO: 118.0063
NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANTS
(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
HAI LIN; MRS. HAI LIN, HIS
WIFE; QIAN WU; MRS. QIAN
WU, HIS WIFE;
You are hereby summoned and required
to serve upon FRANK J. MARTONE, P.C.,
Plaintiff’s Attorney, whose address is 1455
Broad Street, Bloomfield, New Jersey
07003, an answer to the complaint (and
amendment to complaint, if any) filed in a
civil action, in which BANK OF AMERICA,
N.A. SUCCESSOR BY MERGER TO
FLEET NATIONAL BANK is Plaintiff, and
HAI LIN, et als., are Defendants, pending
in the Superior Court of New Jersey, Chancery Division, UNION County, and bearing Docket F-4487-05 within Thirty-five
(35) days after MAY 5, 2005 exclusive of
such date. If you fail to do so, judgement by
default may be rendered against you for
the relief demanded in the complaint (and
amendment to complaint, if any). You shall
file your answer and proof of service in
duplicate with the Clerk of the Superior
Court of New Jersey, Hughes Justice Complex, 25 Market Street, CN-971, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625, in accordance with the
Rules of Civil Practice and Procedure.
This action has been instituted for the
purpose of (1) foreclosing a mortgage
dated May 12, 2004, made by HAI LIN
AND QIAN WU, as Mortgagor(s), to FLEET
NATIONAL BANK, recorded on June 14,
2004, in Book M-10712 of Mortgages for
UNION County, Page 171, and subsequently assigned to the plaintif, and (2) to
recover possession of, and concerns the
premises commonly known as: 10 BLUE
RIDGE CIRCLE, SCOTCH PLAINS, NJ
07076.
If you are unable to obtain an attorney,
you may communicate with the New Jersey Bar Association by calling 908-2495000. You may also contact the lawyer
referral service of UNION the County of
Venue by calling 908-353-4715. If you
cannot afford an attorney, you may communicate with the Legal Services Office of
the County of Venue by calling 908-3544340.
You, HAI LIN, are the record owner(s) of
the mortgaged premises, because you
executed the Bond/Note and Mortgage
being foreclosed herein and may be liable
for any deficiency thereon, and for any
right, title, claim or interest you may have
in, to, or against the said mortgaged premises.
You, MRS. HAI LIN, HIS WIFE, are the
spouse of HAI LIN, the mortgager and
owner of the mortgaged premises and as
such may have a dower/curtesy or other
interest in said premises.
You, QIAN WU, are the record owner(s)
of the mortgaged premises, because you
executed the Bond/Note and Mortgage
being foreclosed herein and may be liable
for any deficiency thereon, and for any
right, title, claim or interest you may have
in, to, or against the said mortgaged premises.
You, MRS. QIAN WU, HIS WIFE, are
the spouse of QIAN WU, the mortgager
and owner of the mortgaged premises and
as such may have a dower/curtesy or
other interest in said premises.
Dated: May 5, 2005
DONALD F. PHELAN, Clerk
Superior Court of New Jersey
Frank J. Martone, P.C.
A Professional Corporation
1455 Broad Street
Bloomfield, New Jersey 07003
1 T - 5/5/05, The Leader
Fee: $74.46

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF HEALTH
Public notice is hereby given that Board
of Health Ordinance #88 entitled,
“AN ORDINANCE RELATING
TO SALARIES OF OFFICERS
AND EMPLOYEES OF THE
BOARD OF HEALTH OF THE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD,
COUNTY OF UNION, STATE
OF NEW JERSEY”,
was adopted at a meeting held on May
2, 2005.
This Ordinance shall take effect immediately after publication as required by
law.
Marylou Fashano-Soltis
Board Secretary
1 T - 5/5/05, The Leader
Fee: $17.34

WESTFIELD

PUBLIC NOTICE

Public notice is hereby given that Board
of Health Ordinance #89 entitled,
“AN ORDINANCE BY THE
BOARD OF HEALTH OF THE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD TO
ESTABLISH PERSONNEL
POSITIONS AND SALARY
RANGES RELATING TO OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES
OF THE BOARD OF HEALTH
OF
THE
TOWN
OF
WESTFIELD, COUNTY OF
UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY”,
was adopted at a meeting held on May
2, 2005.
This Ordinance shall take effect immediately after publication as required by
law.
Marylou Fashano-Soltis
Board Secretary
1 T - 5/5/05, The Leader
Fee: $21.42

This completely renovated three bedroom, two bath colonial is
located within walking distance to town & NYC transportation. The charm has been retained with pine floors in the Living Room and formal Dining Room, original wide moldings & a
wood-burning fireplace. Freshly painted, some of the many updates include a custom gourmet kitchen with cherry cabinets
and a granite countertop and two new baths along with a timberline roof, furnace, windows, central air conditioning, hot water
ed ffor
or $469,900
heater, & more! WSF#00309 Of
Offfer
ered

Westfield
Geoffrey and Nancy Mann to
Steven Rosenzweig and Karen Wachs,
739 Lawrence Avenue, $2,375,000.
James and Janet Peterson to Jeffrey
Gabriel, 625 Coleman Place,
$635,000.
Karen Wachs and Steven
Rosenzwig to Tyler A. and Elaine M.
Jayroe, 627 Prospect Street,
$1,250,000.
CM Investors, LLC to 759 Central
Avenue, LLC, 759 Central Avenue,
$1,550,000.
Enzo and Nina Bosco to Pasquale
Mazzilli, 123 Park Street, $450,000.
John Bosco to John C. Mazzilli,
119 Park Street, $450,000.

SCOTCH PLAINS

SCOTCH PLAINS – On Tuesday, May 10, the Township of Scotch
Plains will hold its monthly Hypertension (high blood pressure)
Screening Clinic in the Community
Room of the Scotch Plains Public
Library, located at 1927 Bartle Avenue.
The event will take place from 10
a.m. to noon. There is no charge for
the screening.
Individuals who are over age 30
who smoke, are overweight, or who
have a family history of heart disease or diabetes and have not had
their blood pressure checked recently are urged to attend. The intent of the clinic is to identify new
cases of high blood pressure.

Lino Di Cuollo and Alisa Di Cuollo to
Michael J. Furey and Kathryn Sullivan,
108 Wyoming Street, $416,000.
FREELANCERS
WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover council, county
and other town meetings. Must
be able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take an
active interest in their beats in
order to develop news stories.
Please email resume and clips
to: editor@goleader.com.

CHARMING COLONIAL

Welcome to this inviting, three Bedroom, 1 ½ Bath turn of the
century colonial with open front porch. This lovely home is
conveniently located within walking distance to town and library.
The first floor boasts sunny Living and Dining rooms, a spacious
Kitchen with great cabinet and counter space and a powder room.
Filled with good old-fashioned charm, this cozy home surprises
with wonderful storage space and a large backyard. A must see
- this wonderful home won’t last in today’s market! Call for
ed ffor
or $379,900
appointment! WSF#00342 Of
Offfer
ered

SCOTCH PLAINS
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Hypertension Clinic
Slated for May 10

Recent Home Sales

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF HEALTH

RENOVATED COLONIAL

Thursday, May 5, 2005

OPEN HOUSE, SUN. 5/8 1-4PM

A quiet, picturesque street is the setting for this distinctive four bedroom, three bath, custom Colonial. Enter to discover inviting rooms
with warm colors, skylights & lots of windows! The updated Kitchen
opens to a huge, sunny Dining Room with vaulted ceiling. The
Family Room boasts a wood burning fireplace, built-ins & French
sliding doors to the deck and lovingly landscaped yard. The Master
Suite offers a dressing area & full bath with Jacuzzi & skylight. This
exceptional home with central air conditioning awaits a proud new
ed ffor
or $599,900
owner! WSF#0034 Of
Offfer
ered

Susan M. Checchio
Direct Line: 301-2014
E-mail: SueChecchio@coldwellbanker.com
Visit My Website at www.WestfieldNJRealtor.com
©2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT, Inc.

WESTFIELD OFFICE

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

908-233-5555

If You’re Moving ...

Have
Faith
You Gotta Hav
eF
aith

Faith A. Maricic - Sales Associate
Experience, Trust, Reliability & Service
Cutting Edge Marketing - Get the Best Price through Total Exposure
( My Average Sale Price against the Original List Price is 99.2% )
Anyone can find a Buyer for your home, the Key is to find the Right Buyer!

Dare to Compare!
If you’re moving put Faith & her team of Professionals and NJTopHomes.com to work for You!

FAITH MARICIC TO FEATURE WESTFIELD AREA HOMES ONLINE
Faith A. Maricic of Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage has taken the marketing of Westfield and
surrounding area homes to new levels on the Internet. She will be spotlighting her listings on REALTOR.com,
the official Web site of the National Association of REALTORS, and the Internet’s No. 1 real estate Web site.
Through the site’s exclusive Featured Homes program, when potential home buyers and sellers search for
homes in the 07016 & 07090 zip code, they will see Faith’s listed properties prominently displayed among the first
listings, at the top of the page with multiple color photographs and pricing details. She is one of the few
realtors in the area with this capability. Her clients’ properties will benefit by being displayed first for the more
than 5 MILLION individuals per month who search for homes on REALTOR.com.
In addition, Faith has established her own Web sites at www.NJTopHomes.com and
www.WestfieldNJTopHomes.com which provide both buyers and sellers with valuable information concerning
the current atmosphere in the local real estate market, Buyer and Seller tips, town descriptions, in addition to, data
concerning area schools.
In making the investment in these websites, Faith Maricic stated, “I want to ensure that both the properties I
market and the communities I represent, enjoy optimum shelf positioning online, because one of the things that
makes me different from other agents is how I help my clients’ properties and communities differentiate themselves
from other listings they compete against.
Buyers interested in Faith’s listings or Sellers interested in having their property become a Featured Property, can
visit Faith Maricic’s Website at www.NJTopHomes.com or contact her directly at 908-301-2029 and
faith.maricic@coldwellbanker.com.

PAID BULLETIN BOARD

Page 22
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BEDROOM SET

BED

6 pcs. English Cherry wood
3 pc. sleigh bed,
dresser & mirror and night
stand. New still in box.
Value $6000 sell $2450.
Can deliver (732) 259-6690

Queen mattress set, Visco Elastic
Memory Foam, new in plastic,
10 yr. warranty, as seen on TV.
Value $1400, sell $365.
(732) 259-6690
MATTRESS SET

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
COUNTY OF UNION
STATE OF NEW JERSEY

Queen pillow top.
Name brand with warranty
New in plastic, Sell $150.
Can Deliver (732) 259-6690

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

AUTOS FOR SALE

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that New
Cingular Wireless PCS, LLC originally filed
as Cellular Telephone Company d/b/a
AT&T Wireless (“Applicant”) filed an application for use, height and bulk variances,
together with preliminary and final site
plan approval with the Town of Westfield
Zoning Board of Adjustment, seeking permission to place twelve (12) telecommunication antennas and an E911 antenna at
52 feet on an existing rooftop. The Applicant proposes to install a screen 12 feet
above the roof which will match the building facade and hide the antennas. Applicant also intends to place equipment cabinets in the basement. The property which
is the subject of this application is located
at 900 South Avenue, West, Westfield,
New Jersey, which is located in the GB-3
Zoning District and is designated on the
Tax Maps as Block 2606, Lot 19 (“Property”). Applicant is seeking the following
variances, approvals and waivers:

$500.00!
Police Impounds! Hondas,
Chevys, etc. from $500.00.
For listing
1 (800) 749-8104 ext. A630.
FOR SALE

Electric Mower and Weed
Trimmer; Extension Ladder;
Step Ladder; Garden Tools, etc.
Call (908) 232-7348 after 4PM.
PUBLIC NOTICE
SPECIAL MEETING
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
425 EAST BROAD STREET
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY
AGENDA
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE

*
Use Variance – §18.19A – proposed telecommunications use is not permitted
*
Height Variance – §11.28E(4) antennas and facade will exceed allowable height
*
Variance for placing antennas on
a building that does not meet the 45 feet
minimum height requirement - §18.19A
*
Preliminary and Final Site Plan
approval

Cellular Telephone Company, d/b/a
AT&T Wireless (applicant) have made an
application to the Zoning Board of Adjustment for the Town of Westfield, Seeking
Preliminary and Final Major Site Plan approval and a Use Variance. Applicant proposes to install 12 telecommunication antennas on the existing rooftop & install
related equipment in the basement of the
property.
The properties involved in this application are located at 900 South Avenue,
West, Westfield, New Jersey and are identified as Block 2606, Lot 19 on the official
tax maps of the Town of Westfield. The
property is located in the GB-3 zone district.
The applicant seeks variance relief of
the Westfield Land Use Ordinance, as
follows:

TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the Applicant also seeks such approvals, waivers and variances from the requirements
of the Zoning Ordinance as may be deemed
necessary or required by the Town of
Westfield Zoning Board of Adjustment at
the hearing in this matter.
TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the Town
of Westfield Zoning Board of Adjustment
will meet at 7:00 p.m. prevailing time,
Monday, May 16, 2005, in the Council
Chambers at the Municipal Building, 425
East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey,
at which time opportunity will be given to
all those in interest to be heard and at
which time the Board may approve, modify
or deny the application. Any interested
party may appear at the aforesaid hearing,
either in person, or by their attorney, and
be given the opportunity to be heard with
respect to the aforesaid application.
TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the application for development and all supporting maps, site plans and documents are
on file in the office of the Town Engineer,
959 North Avenue West, Westfield, New
Jersey, and are available for inspection
Monday through Friday, during normal
municipal business hours.
This notice is given pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40:55D-1 et seq.
New Cingular Wireless PCS, LLC

“C” Variances
1.
Use Variance. § 18.19A1 of the
Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance only
allows such antennas to be mounted to
the roof of the existing building if such
buildings are at least 45 feet in height. The
subject building is only 40 feet high.
The applicant also seeks approval of
any and all other relief not indicated above
that may be determined necessary during
the course of the public hearings.
A Public hearing has been ordered for
May 16, 2005 in the Council Chambers at
7:00 p.m. in the Westfield Municipal Building located at 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, at which time you
may appear and participate in the hearing
in accordance with the rules of the Board.
Action may be taken.
Information, maps, plans and the application are available for your inspection in
the Public Works Building, 959 North Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey, and
may be reviewed Monday through Friday,
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Lori Boyd, Secretary
Board of Adjustment
1 T - 5/5/05, The Leader
Fee: $47.94

Pitney Hardin, LLP
Judith A. Babinski, Esq.
P.O. Box 1945
Morristown, New Jersey 07962-1945
(973) 966-8253
Attorneys for the Applicant
1 T - 5/5/05, The Leader
Fee: $65.79

CLASSIFIED ADS
GARAGE SALE

P/T POSITIONS

587 Terrace Place, Westfield
(off Belvidere near N. Chestnut)
Saturday, 5/7, 9AM-5PM
Moving to Europe.
Selling many electrical and
electronic appliances.

Seeking front desk shift spvr., cust.
service lobby receptionists,
building security spvrs.(early am,
eves., & wknds.), lifeguards/swim
instrs. (various shifts). Y mbrship
& child care disc. elig. Apply
Westfield Area Y, Attn: HR Dept,
220 Clark St., Westfield, NJ,
07090, fax (908) 232-3306, or email
rcastellone@westfieldynj.org

SEEKING HOME

Family seeking Westfield
home to buy. North side,
4 bedroom, Colonial.
Have pre-Approved mortgage.
Principals only call (201) 234-3968
HOMES FOR SALE

4 Bedroom, 3 Baths $3,600.00
Available Now!
For Listings
1 (800) 749-8106 ext. 5041
FURNITURE/APPLIANCES

Beautiful wood dining table w/ 6
chairs & buffet w/ breakfront $950.
Sunporch set w/ loveseat ottoman chair & end table $250. 5
year old excellent condition
Amana washer/dryer $400 for pair.
Kitchenaid refrigerator $300.
Couch $100.Call (908) 232-2286
to discuss. Can email pictures.
DINING ROOM

Beautiful cherry wood set, double
pedestal table, lighted hutch &
buffet, 6 padded chairs. Still in
boxes, list $5500, sell $2450.
Can deliver (732) 259-6690
HOME FURNISHINGS

Walnut Dining Room Table
126”x44” with 3 leaves and new
tablepads. Perfect condition,
barely used. Must See! $3000.
Beautiful Area rug, 100% Wool
Also perfect condition, Hunter
green with trapistry border,
8’x12’, $1000.
(908) 654-7545
COMPUTER HOME SERVICE

Free Estimate at your house. PC
& Mac repair, upgrades, virus
removal, software, wireless
installations. Call Katie & Mark
(908) 494-5409
HOUSE CLEANING

Reliable cleaning services
References.
Free estimates
Call Vera: (973) 286-2938.
HOUSE CLEANING

Polish woman is looking
for house to clean.
Good Experience
References
Own Transportation
Cell phone (551) 221-6594

TEACHER ASSISTANT

Nursery school in town is seeking
to hire a teacher assistant for the
fall. Send resume to: Nursery
School at 414 E. Broad ST. Westfield,
07090 or fax (908) 233-5417
NOW HIRING

Baci Hair Studio is hiring for the
following positions: Receptionist,
Hairdesser, Manicurist. Must
have a following. Competitive
salary, and paid vacations. Call
(908) 789-2224. Ask for Christina
FULL-TIME NANNY WANTED

For 4 1/2 yr old, in pre-school 5
days, and 3 mth old starting in
June. Must have newborn exp,
perfect driving record and recent
references. Must be able to pick
up child from school. Only qualified candidates need apply.
Call (908) 317-4304.
CHILDCARE

Childcare in my Scotch Plains
home by reliable loving mom.
30 plus years experience.
References Available.
(908) 889-6235

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION
COMPUTER HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

Medical Office Document
Management Systems co seeks
Technological Solutions Manager,
Medical Office Document
Management Systems, to fill F/T
permanent pos in Linden, NJ.
Conduct organizational studies &
eval of clients’ medical office
document mgmt systms, dsgn
more efficient & cost effective
document mgmt systms &
procedures, conduct work
simplifications & measurement
studies, & prep operations &
procedures manuals to assist
customers & their mgmt in
operating more efficiently &
effectively. Implmt technological
business process & document
mgmt solutions & coord specific
business & document mgmt
systms to meet enterprise
strategies; build & maintain team
relationships between info tech
teams & systms; survey, research
to dvlp innovative technological
solutions to implmt document
mgmt systms enhancements &
modifications; eval & recommend
new tools & technologies to
enhance
productivity
&
effectiveness & to improve
capabilities & usability of existing
systms; establish relevant metrics
of info tech services & systms
performance. Min reqmts: Bach
deg (or equiv) in Engg, Comp Sci,
or Bus Admin or related field + 2
yrs of directly related prof’l exp in
field of Medical Office Document
Mgmt Services & Integration
Systms DMBI, Attention Mr. Ankur
Patel, 2115 N. Wood Ave, Linden,
NJ 07036 or email to:
info@dmbi.com. No calls, please.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Westfield Volunteer Rescue
Squad seeks persons willing to
train as Emergency Medical
Technicians. No prior exp.
needed. Valid NJ Driv. Lic., req.,
min. 4 hrs/wk. We offer 24 hr.
coverage. Wkday 9am - 1 pm or
1-5pm slots are perfect for parents of school children. Childcare
reimbursement available!
Seeks trainees as Dispatchers. Min.
2 hrs./wk. All training provided.
Call the Recruiting Team at
(908) 233-2500 for details

RECEPTIONIST
MATH TUTOR

Ivy-level mathematics degree,
proven results. Calculus,
statistics, algebra II, math SAT.
Joe (908) 781-0888
HANDYMAN

Prefer retiree for minor repairs/
maintenance for local small
commercial building
on an as needed basis.
(908) 755-2862 eves.

Minimum 2 Years Experience.
Filing, Typing &
Assorted Office Duites.
Fax Resume (908) 232-1616
HELP WANTED

HoneyBaked Ham Co., Watchung
Help Wanted for deliveries & other
duties. Mornings & Afternoons,
2-5hrs. a day, Flex hrs. / days.
Call (908) 755-3524, Ask for Clyde.

Landscape Design
Year Long Plantings
Lawn Maintenance
Patio • Walks • Masonry
Retaining Walls

TEMPORARY HELP NEEDED

Sign Tech in Westfield, division of
Print Tech, dynamic printing &
signage company, hiring for sign
design. Sign design & customer
service exp. reqd. Project
management skills helpful. Exp.
w/ Flexi Sign, Omega, Illustrator,
Photoshop, Onyx. FT w/ Benefits.
Great career opportunity! Call
(908) 873-1625, or send resume
to ccrawford at print-tech.com

Print Tech in Mountainside,
dynamic printing & signage
company, is looking for reliable
temporary, on-call workers.
Fulfillment projects such as QC
checking, boxing items & small
hand assembly. $8.00/hr. Daytime
or early evening hours avail. Work
in a pleasant, professional
atmosphere with friendly people.
Call (908) 873-1601

P R E M I E R P R O P E RT Y M A I N T E N A N C E P R O V I D E R

888-533-2345
908-925-2345

thetomassogroupllc@verizon.net

Specializing in Lawn Maintenance Accounts & Fertilization Programs
Residential • Commercial • Industrial
Spring & Fall Cleanup • Brick Pavers • Patio • Sod & Seeding

Custom & Unique
Landscape For Your Home

Free Estimates • Fully Insured • Immediate Response
Affordable Rates • Special Rates for Senior Citizens • Major Credit Cards

Designing & Building All
Your Walkway & Patio Needs

Drip Systems • Lawn Sprinklers • Planting Beds

908-791-1820
Annual Contracts for Start-Ups & Shut-Offs • Guaranteed Immediate Response • Fully Licensed & Insured

Fully Insured

Free Estimates

“The Service Professionals”

Commercial • Residential
Driveway Sealing & Repair: Driveway Seal application;
Crack repair and maintenance.
Power Washing: Houses, Office Buildings, Decks, Trucks
Patios, Steps, Swing sets, and much more.

Phone: 908-456-0525 • Fax: 908-654-1492 • dmanico28@yahoo.com

AUTO REPAIR

PERFECT
PAINTING
&
POWER WASHING
Residential • Commercial

908-272-4456

ELM STREET
SERVICE CENTER
Complete Auto Repair
Foreign & Domestic
NJ State Inspection
• Emission Repair Facility
• Tune-ups & Batteries
• A/C Service
• Tires & Brakes
Auto
Care
• Road Service
Center
138 Elm St • Westfield
908-232-1937

HELP WANTED

Real Estate: Thinking of making a
change? Prudential NJ Properties
is now interviewing for full time
real estate agent positions,
Westfield Office. Call Margie
(908) 232-5664, ext. 103.
HELP WANTED

REAL ESTATE, Agents at
Burgdorff ERA are breaking all
records. ERA’s #1 Real Estate
firm has training classes starting
soon. Scholarships available.
Call 1-866-BURGDORFF or
www.burgdorff.com\careers
SUMMER JOBS

DAY CAMP COUNSELORS
College students, teachers
welcome! Group counselors,
WSI/Lifeguards, sports
specialist, instructors for
canoeing, golf, karate,
rollerblading, woodworking.
No nights or weekends
except training.
rvrbnd1@aol.com
(908) 647-0664
or apply online at
www.campriverbend.com
SUMMER LIBRARY ASSISTANTS

SIGNAGE DESIGN

Goods & Services You Need!

www.goleader.com

HELP WANTED

Secretary with good computer skills
and outgoing personality. Salary
commensurate with experience.
Flexible hours. Will train if
necessary. Fax resume and salary
requirements to: (908) 232-4351

To work primarily in the Children’s
Department. College students and
Westfield residents preferred. Two
positions: 35 hrs/week for 8 weeks,
and 35 hrs/week for 6 weeks then
20 - 25 hrs/week for 3 weeks.
Some evenings and Saturdays in
June. Both start June 18. $7.70/
hour. Applications available at the
Circulation Desk of the Westfield
Memorial Library, 550 E. Broad
Street, Westfield, or email:
personnel@wmlnj.org

www.goleader.com
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ON WITH THE SHOW…The Little Opera Company (LOC) of New Jersey
will present two performances of Donizetti’s L’Elisir d’amore at Union County
College on Saturday, May 14. Pictured, above, are LOC cast members from a
previous performance of this opera.
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lisir dd’amor
’amor
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WESTFIELD — Performances
of Gaetano Donizetti’s comic opera
L’Elisir d’amore (The Elixir of Love)
will be presented by the Little Opera
Company (LOC) of New Jersey on
Saturday, May 14. The 2 p.m. matinee and 8 p.m. presentation will be
held at the Roy Smith Theater at
Union County College (UCC), 1033
Springfield Avenue in Cranford.
This is the first time that the
LOC, a division of the New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts (NJWA), is
using the theater at the college.
L’Elisir d’amore is set in a small
village in Italy in 1830. It relates the
story of Nemorino, a poor, young
villager who drinks a magic love
potion to make Adina, a wealthy,
popular girl fall in love with him.
The role of Adina will be sung by
Nadine Robinson at the matinee
and LOC President and Co-Founder
Valerie Pineda at the evening performance. Alan Smulen will portray
Dr. Dulcamara. Nemorino will be
portrayed by Vice President and
LOC Co-Founder Juan Pineda at
the matinee, and Luis Cabrera at the
evening performance. Charles
Schneider will portray Sergeant
Belcore and Maureen Monroe will

sing the role of Gianetta. The orchestra of L’Elisir d’amore will be
conducted by Robert Butts.
Several teenagers will be in featured
roles in this production, including
Westfielders Catalina Gaglioti,
Daniella Regencia, Kelly Dohm,
Hillary Nicoll, Stephanie Christiano,
Daniella Ciampa, Jessica Ciampa,
Frankie Cerpial, Julie Daurio, Jennifer Dilzell, Kristen Dilzell, Felicia
Erlich, Augustine Glazov, John
Hawkins, Rachel Hawkins, Pamela
Marks, Natalie Narotzky, Shelly
Narotzky, Jackie Nicoll, Olivia
Pomann, Anna Pullucino, Maria
Pullucino, Sarah Queller, Willa
Schaefer, and Emily Sheehan.
Scotch Plains cast members include Katie Lauricella, Michael
Mietlicki, Brianna Redmount, Andrea Redmount, Andrea Rosko, and
William Shore.
Tickets for L’Elisir d’amore are
$30 for adults, $25 for senior citizens, and $15 for those under 18
years of age. Special group discounts
are also available.
For more information on the LOC,
please visit the NJWA office at 150152 East Broad Street in Westfield,
or call (908) 789-9696.

LOCAL STAR
ARSS
‘American G
irl
ashion SSho
ho
w
Girl
irl’’ F
Fashion
how
Models H
ail fr
om Town, Bor
o.
from
Boro
Hail
NE
WARK – Residents from Westfield
NEW
and Fanwood participated as models in
five fashion shows in The Newark
Museum’s “An American Girl Weekend”

on April 16 and 17.
Westfield residents included Madison
Albin, Carly Levine, Julia Levine and
Ashley Abbott. Zie Zie Ohamadike,
Ramona Dunning and Josie Dunning of
Fanwood also participated.
The program showcased historical
and contemporary “American Girl” fashions modeled by 132 young volunteers,
ages 6 to 10, representing 46 New Jersey
urban and suburban municipalities. Ten
high school students served as commentators.
The young models were selected late
last year and have been in rehearsal for the
event.

Photos Courtesy of Herbert George Associates

LIVING DOLLS…Sisters Josie Dunning and Ramona Dunning of Fanwood
joined Westfield resident Madison Albin
in modeling during “An American Girl
Weekend” at The Newark Museum on
April 16 and 17. Pictured, clockwise,
are: Madison, Ramona and Josie.
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SCO
TCH PL
AINS – The Scotch
SCOT
PLAINS
Plains & Fanwood Arts Association
will offer a still life demonstration in
acrylics by Dannielle Mick following
their 7:30 p.m. business meeting at the
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Crossings.”
*******

The F
ranklin E
lementar
Franklin
Elementar
lementaryy School on
Prospect Street in Westfield will hold its
ay P
lant SSale
ale on Friannual Mother
other’’s D
Day
Plant
day, May 6, from 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., rain
or shine, in front of the school. An assortment of flowers and herbs, supplied by
Terrill Road Country Market and Garden
Center, will be available in pots, flats, hanging baskets, and special Mother’s Day planters. Shop for your garden, as well as for your
mom. Volunteers will be available to help
shoppers with their purchases.
*******

“D
eser
“Deser
esertt D
Drreams,” the solo exhibit of
award-winning photographer BenVenezio,
can be seen now through Thursday, May
19, at the Pearl Street Gallery at the Union
County Division of Cultural and Heritage
Affairs, 633 Pearl Street in Elizabeth. The
color prints are of the American Southwest.
See them from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.,
Monday through Friday.

Fanwood Community House on North
Avenue on Wednesday, May 18.
Ms. Mick has studied in California
and New York, exhibiting at galleries
throughout New Jersey, and in New
York, the National Audubon Society,
the Salmagundi Club and the Catherine
Lorillard Wolfe Art Club.
Having garnered several awards,
honors and memberships, Ms. Mick
has also been published in The New
York Times, New Jersey Countryside,
Pastel Journal, and The Star-Ledger.
She teaches at her studio and the
New Jersey Center for the Visual Arts
in Summit and the Somerset Art Association in Bedminster.
Ms. Mick works in all media, and is
inspired by the natural world of sea, sky
and landscapes, often starting with a plein
air sketch and finishing in her studio.
The artist stated that simplicity and
balance, learning to see with depth and
sensitivity, and appreciating the subtleties of color, light and change have all
had a profound impact on her work.
“Knowing what is observed will never
be exactly the same twice is one of the
most exhilarating experiences one can
have,” noted Ms. Mick, who seeks to
capture this element in her work.
The public is invited to join the
meeting and demonstration.
For further information, please call
Thomas Yeager at (908) 322-5438.

CRANFORD
–
Stephen
Sondheim’s musical Into the Woods
will be staged by the Cranford Dramatic Club (CDC) beginning Friday, May 6, at the CDC theater,
located at 76 Winans Avenue in
Cranford.
In celebration of Sondheim’s 75th
birthday, the troupe is presenting the
first and last musicals of the so-called
“Sondheim Era,” starting with Company, which was staged in October,
and now, Into the Woods.
According to Roger Hayden of the
CDC, this play is “a wonderful show
for folks of all ages … the lively and
melodic retelling of several fairytales
by blending them with an original tale.”
“In Act One, a childless baker and
his wife, who yearn to have children,
must first remove the curse that stands
in their way. Once that is accomplished
they can all live happily ever after … or

can they?” explained Mr. Hayden.
“In Act Two, we see that happy endings are rather elusive. The characters
must deal with the consequences of the
actions they took to get their wish in
Act One,” he noted, adding that other
fairytale characters include The Witch,
Jack in the Beanstalk, Little Red Riding
Hood, The Wolf, Rapunzel and
Cinderella and their Princes.
Nevil Schwartz of Cranford will direct the production, with Elizabeth
Howard producing. Ann Weeks will
serve as musical director and Michelle
Massa will be the choreographer.
Into the Woods will be presented on
Friday and Saturday nights at 8 p.m.
from May 6 through Saturday, May
21.
Tickets are $20 on a reserved seat
basis, and can be obtained by calling
(908) 276-7611 or through the theater’s
website at www.cdctheatre.org.

GRAND ESTATE...This Tremont home will be spotlighted during the Westfield
Symphony Orchestra Friends’ 21st Annual Tour of Notable Homes on Saturday, May 14.
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Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FINAL WEEKEND…In Edward Albee’s unique Pulitzer Prize winning play, Three
Tall Women, Noreen Farley, left, recalls for Barbara Guidi and Angela Della Ventura,
right, some of her most interesting life memories which include the ghostly figure of her
son, Rick Delaney. The play will have its final weekend run this Saturday, May 7, at 8
p.m. and on Sunday, May 8, at 3 p.m. For tickets, please call (908) 659-5189.

POPCORN™

A Lot Like Lo
Lovve:
Almost the R
eal Thing
Real
One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
3 POPCORNS

Ah, love stories. They’re like car accidents. No two witnesses see the same thing.
And this is particularly true of A Lot Like
Love, director Nigel Cole’s recent contribution to the romantic comedy genre.
Starring Amanda Peet and Ashton Kutcher
as Emily Friehl and Oliver Martin, respectively, they are cupid’s latest pair of victims.
And as such, the love struck duo are ritualistically trifled with, made sport of, and generally bandied about by the little archer until, at
long last … well, can’t give that away.
But in any case, the treatment they receive, all in the name of l’amour, pales in
comparison to some of the slings and arrows
A Lot Like Love has received from about half
of those who have thus far sampled it. Adamant, they feel Cole’s movie just doesn’t
satisfactorily represent the process … you
know, the one our grandparents commonly
referred to as making whoopee.
In fact, so great is their antagonism
that some have even ventured upon personal invective. One critic took Kutcher
to task for dating Demi Moore. Said he
was an opportunist. Is that what they call
it? Then another detractor took the time
to launch a big diatribe concerning Peet’s
nose job.
Please be aware, my production notes
neither negate nor verify that the actress
did indeed partake of said cosmetic surgery. All the same, this fellow feels the
style of schnoz she chose is passé. Now, of
course that’s a completely different thing
from me thinking that Laurence Olivier
would have been much better in
Wuthering Heights (1939) if he had just
selected another pair of cuff links. But
Peet’s nose? It looks okay to me.
But then you see, that’s just it. The movie
draws out those emotions. And as we used to
say back in the shtetl, there’s them that’s fer
it and them that’s agin it. As illogical as the
topic itself, subjectivity reigns supreme.
Hence, per the oath I took at my investiture
as a movie reviewer just shortly after graduation
from Olde Ivy Film Criticism, before proceeding I am sworn to divulge which side of the aisle
I fall on. And by gum, I’m fer it!
There! Now I can tell you without compunction that Kutcher is entirely durable as
Oliver. He’s the easygoing dude, albeit with
a plan, who finds the surprise of his life
when, 28,000 feet in the air, fellow passenger Emily introduces herself, so to speak.
Furthermore, Peet is delightfully superb as
the less hinged, more spontaneous half of the
relationship that then evolves. She is very
impressive.
Their story is romantic proof that the
adage, “Things that start fast, end fast,” is
not necessarily true, though it appears that
way at first. It’s part of the film’s charm.
We’re never quite sure if Emily and Oliver
are ever going to hook-up. For after a quick,
bittersweet tour of New York following their
rather abrupt introduction, each goes their
separate way.
Naturally, good sense and our innate
desire to see love prevail suggest that that
can’t simply be that. We’d want our money
back. Even if it ultimately doesn’t work out
(à la The Way We Were — 1973), we want
to experience the trials and tribulations, the
joys as well as the sorrows of love. So what
if it takes a while. It’s all the more confirmation that love never dies, right?
Cole’s delightful film, written by Colin
Patrick Lynch, is thus happy to oblige as it
proceeds to wend its way through the next
seven years in Emily and Oliver’s lives. Via
the wistful magic of the romantic interlude, sporadic meetings between the two
foster hope. While their chances seem
terribly slim at times, somewhere along
the line we get to really care. Suspense
takes hold.
Those folks who can’t stand the torture
of love, commonly known as confirmed
singles or divorcees, may protest. But to the
film’s credit, the intermittent encounters
possess a winning balance of both the winsome air of chance as well as the striking
ring of credibility. And unless you’ve been
either awfully unlucky or live where they
still arrange marriages, you’re bound to see
some of your own romantic travails in their

tale of bliss and woe.
Indeed, what gives A Lot Like Love that
extra little shove onto the plus side is its
authenticity. Here, the comedy in romantic comedy is meant in the classical and not
the farcical sense. Expect no screwball convolutions this go-round the mulberry bush.
The humor emanates more from the fortunes and foibles of the life experience, with just
a sparkle of fantasy tossed in for good measure.
Then there’s the tension. Call it a love
mystery, but until the closing shot nothing
about this relationship, other than that
they are doomed to be inextricably involved, is for certain.
Along the way, each has other relationships, with and without engagement rings.
They’re indicative of lifestyle choices at each
juncture in time. Providing a nice touch to
complement the mostly character-driven
plot, screenwriter Lynch imparts a historical
backdrop to the doings, suggesting its influence on the would-be lovers’ lives.
Oliver, always hell-bent on making sure
his ducks are in order before embarking on
the marriage, house and family thing, sees
possibilities in the just emerging Internet.
Marching to her different drummer’s beat,
Emily first tries her hand at acting.
Granted, them that’s agin it may point
out that the climax is predictable … one of
the oldest in the book. And while they may
have a point, those of us who are fer it will
counter that the story fully earns our suspension of disbelief. So why not enjoy?
But no matter ... because here we go again,
disputing the facts and fallacies of love. Other
genres, with the exception of Michael Moore’s
documentaries, rarely divide the crowd with
such passion. You don’t see horror movie fans
complaining that Boris Karloff’s eye makeup
was overdone or that they don’t approve of
the women Bela Lugosi dated.
Such disparity in movie tastes further illustrates just how highly personal a matter this
business of romance really is. We want the
screen to emulate love the way we see it, or at
least the way we wish it were, maybe to justify,
possibly to vindicate, or perhaps to coddle.
Ask Drs. Freud, Brothers and Phil. Right up
there with politics and how we view ourselves
as nurturers and providers, our identity as a
lover is crucial to overall self-image.
Then there are those who contend they
don’t care for this stuff at all. “Yecch,” they
doth protest, perhaps a bit too much.
“That’s for saps.” Later for their pathology.
But in the meantime, it again behooves me
to come clean … so that prospective
filmgoers will know where I stand.
Therefore, please note that my entire
romantic ideal is based on two movies:
One Touch of Venus (1948) and Disney’s
Lady and the Tramp (1955), with supplemental amendments added on over the
years by The Great McGinty (1940),
Sullivan’s Travels (1941), Mr. Peabody
and the Mermaid (1948) and A New Leaf
(1971).
So, that’s the sort of sap I am. And while
Peet and Mr. Kutcher’s contribution to the
romantic comedy phylum can in no way
compare with these hallowed archetypes,
all the same I found their effort genuinely
entertaining.
Bottom line, sap or no sap, how much
you like director Cole’s film will depend on
whether or not you think it’s really, well, A
Lot Like Love.
*******
A Lot Like Love, rated PG-13, is a
Touchstone Pictures release directed by
Nigel Cole and stars Amanda Peet, Ashton
Kutcher and Tyrone Giordano. Running
time: 107 minutes.

NJCV
A
NJCVA
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 24

Summit.
The exhibition will be open Monday to Friday, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and
Sundays from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
For more information on the exhibit
or NJCVA, please visit www.njcva.org
or call (908) 273-9121.

WESTFIELD — The 21st Annual
Tour of Notable Homes to be presented
by the Friends of Westfield Symphony
Orchestra (WSO) will offer the public an
opportunity to view a three-story Gothic
Revival Westfield residence on Saturday,
May 14, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
The classic architecture of the home
that sits on an elevated lot make it a
“show-stopper” according to the tour’s
chairwomen, Lee Corcoran and Lisel
Perseley.
“This house is truly fabulous,” said
Mrs. Perseley. “Visitors will be immediately drawn to the magnificent palladium windows, a dramatic center hall
with double stairway, fabulous chandeliers and flawless appointments that
are not to be missed.”
Regarding the kitchen and powder
room renovations, Mrs. Corcoran said,
“The kitchen ceiling is 10 feet high and
framed by eight-inch crown moldings.
The home has many features that are
‘one-of-a-kind’ including damask wall
coverings in the dining room and there’s
a marvelous collection of ink wells in
the living room.”
Five distinctly different homes located in the town’s most prestigious
neighborhoods are included on the

tour.
All proceeds will be used to fund the
WSO’s programs of education and outreach according to WSO Music Director David Wroe.
The tour also provides participants
the opportunity to sample complimentary refreshments and chances to win
valuable door prizes. Participants may
also purchase raffle tickets to win an
extensive array of luxury merchandise
donated by local merchants, cultural
organizations and restaurants.
Tickets for the tour purchased in
advance are $25 and increase to $30 on
tour day. They are available in Westfield
at Baron’s Drugs, Burgdorff Realtors,
Coldwell Banker Realtors, Weichert
Realtors, Lancaster, Ltd., Poppyfield’s,
and The Town Bank of Westfield. In
Cranford, tickets may be purchased at
Martin Jewelers, and at Irma’s Hallmark in Fanwood and Mary’s Hallmark in Clark.
Addresses of tour locations are
printed on the tickets and maps are
included in the program.
For further information or to obtain
a schedule of upcoming concerts, please
call the WSO at (908) 232-9400 or
visit www.westfieldsymphony.com.
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clusion for each tip printed on another
pupil’s card.
Recently, Ms. Chapman brought her
game to WHS, which she presented to
members of the school’s Awareness
Club.
Rahema Harwood, a WHS guidance counselor and Awareness Club
advisor, told The Leader/Times that,
when Ms. Chapman presented her
game to the students, “she gave them
an introduction in terms of the proper
presentation and decorum for social or
networking situations.”
Ms. Harwood added, “The students
were able to step out of their comfort
zones because they had to interact and
present themselves outside of their normal social circles.”
She is working to schedule an additional appearance by Ms. Chapman this
month because the WHS graduate “has
such a genuine interest in helping the
students, using her own experiences, expertise and exposure.”
Ms. Chapman has been invited by the
Black Women Contracting Association to
speak at the organization’s “We Mean Business In the Boardroom Seminar” on
Wednesday, June 15, in Detroit, where she
will motivate youngsters through her networking game and conduct a book signing.
“Why Think, I Know I Can,” a motivational children’s book, is also in the
works, reported Ms. Chapman. She said
her book is “loosely based on a young girl
who has infinite possibilities and believes
that with God, you can do everything.”
Ms. Chapman will be shopping the
book, which will be illustrated by Derek

Into the

Jay Dent, to various publishing houses.
When The Leader/Times asked Ms.
Chapman where she finds the wherewithal and support for all of her projects,
she beamed at first and exclaimed, “I
pray and I ask for guidance. I’m just here
to serve. Everybody has a purpose and
I’m basically on my way to finding mine.”
“Without the support of my family
and friends, and without surrounding
myself with positive people,” she added,
“none of this would be possible.”
Tickets for Ancestors Inc, which will
be available at Kean’s Little Theatre Box
Office, are $10 for attendees ages 13 or
older, and $5 for persons 12 and under.
All proceeds will benefit the Urban
League of Union County Guild.
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WESTFIELD – The Madrigal
Singers, under the direction of
Elaine Fiorino, will present a spring
concert on Sunday, May 22, at 4
p.m. at the First United Methodist
Church, 1 East Broad Street in
Westfield.
Judy Sullivan will offer poetry
readings entitled, “Rogues, Rascals, and Redemption.”
Six centuries of a cappella choral
music will also be on tap.
A $10 donation per person will
be accepted at the door.
For more information, please call
(908) 233-1570.
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WESTFIELDER TO STAGE FIRST PLAY TOMORROW

‘F
ir
eball
‘Fir
ireball
eball’’ Chapman:
Destined to Conquer
Multiple M
ediums
Mediums
By MICHELLE HELEN Le POIDEVIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – For years, aspiring
authors, playwrights and entrepreneurs
struggle to grasp the right opportunities, often surrendering to pessimism
and self-doubt. Not Westfield High
School (WHS) graduate Veronica
Chapman.
A graduate of Spelman College in
Atlanta, Ga., she is a published author,
who has not only devised her own

Veronica Chapman

game to teach networking
techniques, but has written and
directed her first play, Ancestors Inc., which will be staged
at Kean University’s Little Theatre tomorrow, Friday, May 6,
at 7 p.m. and Saturday, May 7,
at 2 p.m.
Derived from her recently
published book, “The Advent
of Planet Martyr: An Innovative Social Commentary” (Author House, 2005), Ancestors Inc. came
about when Ms. Chapman “wanted to
find some creative way to encourage
people to become entrepreneurs.”
While researching her book, which
contains poems, a short story, “documentation of different events and sentiments” experienced by Ms. Chapman,
as well as the play, she learned about
little known historical figures who, by
their brave and inspirational stories
and strides, serve as ideal role models
for current and future generations.
When explaining the plot, Ms.
Chapman wrote, “The story of a young
boy’s coming of age in a present-day
setting … the goal of the play is to
motivate people to endeavor to address
some of the ills that plague the AfricanAmerican community by providing
them with the knowledge and strength
of certain African-American ancestors.”
The Elizabeth-based Urban League
of Union County Guild, of which Ms.
Chapman is a member, offered her a
grant after she pitched the idea for the
play.
“Veronica is a young woman that
reaches for the stars and is so positive

and passionate in everything she does,”
Lorraine Brooks-Body, President of the
Urban League of Union County Guild,
told The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.
Working with her for the last eight
weeks on the Ancestors Inc. project,
Ms. Brooks-Body said Ms. Chapman
has such an amazing “vision” and persistence that “all we (the Guild) could
do was support her.”
Ms. Brooks-Body, who has known
Ms. Chapman since she was a baby,
added, “She makes you want to run
with it. She knew what she wanted,
took the ball and ran with it, crossed all
the ‘T’s and dotted all the ‘I’s” with
staging this production. She’s a fireball
... and an awesome young woman.”
Producing a play has truly “been a
learning process,” Ms. Chapman told
The Leader/Times, which has involved
hosting auditions at local hotels, advertising for an all-volunteer casts and
crew in Back Stage newsletter, and
recruiting a cousin and one family
friend, who were “awesome” enough to
fill key roles in the cast.
Her little brother,
Gil Scott Chapman,
who she calls “a very
accomplished pianist,” is the musician
for Ancestors Inc. He
is a freshman at
WHS.
Mount Teman African Methodist
Episcopal (AME)
Church in Elizabeth
has provided space,
free of charge, for
Ancestors
Inc.,
where rehearsals are
currently underway.
Ms. Chapman reported that the May
6 performance is sold-out, as 150 tickets for each show were printed and the
Friday evening tickets were pre-sold.
“Everybody needs something positive,” she said when asked about how
she hopes the play will impact her
audience.
Ms. Chapman does not see producing, directing, writing and starring in
her own play as the absolute fulfillment
of her potential. She has much more to
accomplish – even bigger mountains
to climb and conquer.
As the Founder and Chief Executive
Officer of her own company, Boxxout
Enterprises, which she established in
October of 2004, Ms. Chapman designed and marketing her own game,
“Gotta Get To Know Ya!” for high
school and college students to teach
networking techniques.
Having learned about entrepreneurship by reviving Spelman’s chapter of
the Students for Free Enterprise, Ms.
Chapman developed the game by printing out business cards containing networking tips. Students must network
with one another by finding the conContinued on P
age 23
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By CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Praised by Kris Kristofferson, and
with a list of impressive appearances, dynamic contemporary folk
lynn will perform at
Flynn
artist John F
ts Center ((W
WAC)
Arts
the Watchung Ar
on Saturday, May 7, at 8 p.m. Tickets are $15. For reservations, please
call (908) 753-0190, or e-mail
WACenter@aol.com.
*******

Also at the WAC, the gallery is
or
dan and
ordan
showing artists Sandra JJor
Mar
kZ
immerman through Tuesark
Zimmerman
day, May 31. Ms. Jordan paints
abstracts, surreal impressions, as well
as actual portraits on shoes, handbags, scarves, clothing, hats, ties,
and on occasion even on people.
Mr. Zimmerman, a former tennis
pro, is showing his “Zodiac” collection of paintings. A reception will
be held on Sunday, May 8, from 1 to
4 p.m. Gallery hours are from 1 to 4
p.m., Tuesday to Saturday, and 1 to
7 p.m. on Thursday.
*******

“An E
Evvening with Celebration
and P
raise,” by The Celebration
Praise,”
Singers and Children’s Chorus, will
be performed at two 8 p.m. shows on
Friday and Saturday, May 13 and 14,
at the Harvest Training Center, 69
Myrtle Avenue in Cranford. Tickets
are $12 to $15, and are available in
advance and at the door. The music
will highlight choral classical numbers, as well as spiritual and Gospel
songs. The group adds choreography
and audience interaction whenever
possible. For tickets, please call (908)
241-8200.
*******

Roy Smith, will be at The Town
Book SStor
tor
toree of Westfield on May
7, from 11 a.m. until 1 p.m. with
his new book, “As Ever, Mac: A
Biography of College Frontiersman Kenneth MacKay” (former
25-year Union County College
(UCC) President). Mr. Smith
was also UCC Acting President,
among other administrative roles
in his 41-year career there. A
portion of the proceeds will be
donated to the school’s scholarship fund. Later, from 2 to 4
p.m., author Steven Richman
will be in the store to promote
his new book, “Bridges of New
Jersey: Portraits of Garden State
Continued on P
age 23
Page

Westfielder SStephen
tephen Bohlinger M
akes
Makes
Cottage Living A Tr ue P
age-T
urner
Page-T
age-Turner
By KERRIANNE SPELLMAN CORT

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Westfield resident Stephen Bohlinger has a lot to
celebrate these days.
Mr. Bohlinger, the Vice President
and Publisher of Cottage Living, a
new lifestyle magazine that was
launched this past September, is
thrilled and honored to witness the
almost overnight success of the publication.
Adweek, one of the leading voices
in the publishing industry, recently
named Cottage Living “Startup of the
Year” in its Hotlist Issue. Other magazines that have received this honor
include O: The Oprah Magazine,
Maxim and Lucky, among others.
Published by Time Inc’s Southern
Progress Corporation, Cottage Living
stands out among other lifestyle magazines because it reaches out to the
readers on a personal level. Providing
a definitive guide to comfort, simplicity and style, the publication has a bit
of an edge to it. Decorating, gardening and entertaining ideas are interspersed with humor and quirky charm.
The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times purchased the current May/June issue
and loved it.
The first issue sold over 225,000
copies on the newsstand, and less than
a year later, the May/June edition will
have an estimated 850,000 readers.
Prior to Cottage Living , Mr.

Local Teens P
er
form
Per
erform
AC JJazz
azz E
At NJP
NJPA
Evvent
AREA – Young musicians from
Westfield and Fanwood will demonstrate their jazz talent at New Jersey
Performing Arts Center’s (NJPAC)
Wachovia Jazz For Teens Final Concert
on Saturday, May 14, at 2 p.m. in
NJPAC’s Victoria Theater.
Westfield High School student
Jonathan Maimon will perform on the
drums, while Fanwood residents and
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
pupils Casey Hoynes-O’Connor,
Randolph Smith and Stephen Voelker
will showcase their talents. Casey and
Stephen play saxophone, while
Randolph masters the trumpet.
For more information on the concert, please call (888) GO-NJPAC.

Juxtapose SSho
ho
w Will SSpotlight
potlight
how
Jewelr
rafted bbyy D
ue SSor
or
elle
elryy C
Crafted
Due
orelle
WESTFIELD – Juxtapose
Gallery, located at 58
Elm Street in
Westfield, will host a
special show featuring
the handcrafted jewelry
creations of sisters Gena
Spil of Piscataway and
Tania Spil of California –
collectively known as Due
Sorelle — on Saturday, May
7, from noon to 5 p.m.
While the gallery has spotlighted Due Sorelle’s designs in
past shows, Juxtapose Proprietor
Gerri Gildea told The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch PlainsFanwood Times that she hopes
this Saturday’s show will draw a
large audience, especially shoppers interested in finding the ideal
last-minute gift for Mother’s Day.
According to Juxtapose, “Due
Sorelle designs necklaces, bracelets,
and earrings, using a combination of
pearls, semi precious stones, and glass
beads, necklace combined with sterling silver, silk, and 14-karat gold.

The

L

All stones are handpicked
by the designers for
their color and beauty.”
“We have currently
provided jewelry for the
upcoming sequel Big
Mama’s House, and the
remake of The Poseidon
Adventure,” said Gena,
adding that Due Sorelle jewelry has also been featured on
ABC’s “George Lopez” and WB11’s “Gilmore Girls.”
“We have had a relationship
with Juxtapose since the beginning and we are happy to say that
they were one of our very first
accounts. We have grown together,” said Gena.
“They have come a long way
since then,” added Mrs. Gildea.
For more information on the Due
Sorelle show at Juxtapose Gallery,
please call (908) 232-3278.
Photo Courtesy of Due Sorelle

ABSOLUTELY ABALONE ...A necklace
crafted with shimmering abalone is one of
the pieces created by Due Sorelle.

ittle

Opera Company
Of New Jersey

"NOT-SO-LITTLE!"

Donizetti's

L'Elisir d'amore
The Elixir of Love
Conducted by
Robert W. Butts
Fully Staged
2 PM & 8 PM Sat. May 14, 2005
Roy Smith Theater at Union County College
1033 Springfield Avenue Cranford, NJ
Adults $30 Seniors $25 Students $15

For Tickets Call: 908-789-9696
www.njworkshopforthearts,com
www
.njworkshopforthearts,com

HELP NEEDED...Father Luke Duc Tran poses with Sister Marie Rose Loan
Vu, Provincial Superior of the Holy Rosary Order in HoChiMinh City at the
site where the kindergarten school for over 600 children is slated to be built.

Priest H
opes to SShepher
hepher
d
Hopes
hepherd
Students
ducational N
eeds
tudents’’ E
Educational
Needs
By MICHELLE HELEN Le POIDEVIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA – When local districts seek
to refurbish or build new schools and
provide top-of-the-line educational
facilities, the municipal government
and community pitch in wholeheartedly to bring the tasks to fruition.
However, when the Communist
government reneged on an agreement to fund the construction of a
kindergarten for 600 poor youngsters in HoChinMinh City, Vietnam, the Holy Rosary Nuns, who
have been coordinating the project,
turned to Father Luke Duc Tran, a
priest at St. John the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church in Clark/Linden.
Every year, Fr. Luke, the oldest of
seven children, who escaped Communist Vietnam by boat to Thailand in 1980, returns to his native
land to minister to the lepers, disabled children and poor. Very often,
his parishioners and those in local
American and Vietnamese parishes
flood the rectory with donations of
clothing, books and other supplies
to help the needy who are so near
and dear to Fr. Luke’s heart.
He told The Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
that he and St. John’s Monsignor

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Richard McGuinness have united
to form Vietnam Social Health Education Projects, Inc. or VNSHEP
to seek approximately $150,000 in
tax-deductible donations to help
defray the costs of the kindergarten’s
construction.
“Unfortunately, after we began the
project we were informed by the local
government that they could not abide
by their original agreement because
the national government will not issue the deed for the land where the
school is located to a religious organization,” wrote Sr. Loan Vu.
“Without this document, we could
not use our land as collateral to borrow
money from the government bank.
With the construction of the school
already on the way, we do not have
sufficient funding without the loan
from the government bank to complete the project,” added Sr. Loan Vu.
Further details about Fr. Luke’s
project are available by calling him
directly at (908) 486-6363 or e-mailing him at Luketran56@yahoo.com.
Tax-deductible donations may be
sent to VNSHEP, Inc., P.O. Box
3007, Linden, 07036 or dropped off
at the rectory of St. John the Apostle
Church, 1805 Penbrook Terrace in
Linden.

Bohlinger was the Associate
Publisher of Cooking Light
magazine. The Birmingham,
Ala.-based Southern Progress
Corporation, which, in addition to Cooking Light, also
publishes Health, Southern
Living and Coastal Living,
among others, chose Mr.
Bohlinger to head Cottage Living and promoted him to Vice
President and Publisher.
Raised on Long Island, Mr.
Bohlinger and his wife, Debbie,
moved to Westfield in 1990.They
purchased their house from
former New York Giant Bill Ard
and are now raising three children in their beautiful home.
When asked if he was a fan

Photo Courtesy of Cottage Living

BOHLINGER
BOWLS
‘EM
OVER...Stephen Bohlinger of Westfield
thrives as Vice President and Publisher of
the new lifestyle magazine, Cottage Living. The March edition is pictured at left.

of the New York Giants, Mr. Bohlinger
laughed and replied, “A season ticketholder, in fact.”
Racking up some serious frequent
flyer miles between New York and
Birmingham, Mr. Bohlinger still manages to find the time to coach the
Westfield seventh grade Lacrosse team.
He credits an exceptional staff for
the success of Cottage Living, par-

ticularly Editor-in-Chief Eleanor Griffin.
“We wanted this magazine to be
different than other lifestyle publications,” Mr. Bohlinger told The Leader/
Times, “We wanted it to be fun.”
He is thrilled that they have found
a huge audience that continues to
grow with each new issue.
“Cottage Living, while it does offer
information on structure and floor
plans, is not only about bricks and
mortars. It’s more of a mind-set,” he
added.
The May/June issue of Cottage Living is currently at newsstands. For
more information, please visit
www.CottageLiving.com.

Ar
tists E
merge With Varied
Artists
Emerge
Depictions of F
emininity
Femininity
By MARYLOU MORANO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SUMMIT — The New Jersey Center for Visual Arts (NJCVA) debuted
the second exhibit in its “Emerging
Artists” Series on April 22 at their
Maple Street Gallery.
Entitled “First Look 2005,” the show
features the work of three photographers: Jacqueline Katerine Hernandez,
a photomontage artist; Lorraine Regan,
a photo surrealist; and Roger Tucker, a
photo collage artist.
Collectively, the artists’ work explores
the many themes of social taboo, real
and imagined barriers, and portrayals
of femininity.
Ms. Hernandez, a native of Elizabeth, credits the surrealistic dream sequence of Alfred Hitchcock’s movie,
Spellbound for inspiring her to create
photomontages.
According to the photographer, her
work reflects social and political themes
and employs symbolism to make a
point.
“The notion of societal taboo is an
artery that runs throughout, although
an opening for change and hope also
appears,” explained Ms. Hernandez.
Her “Ode to Anyone” is representative of this statement. In this montage,
the element of hope is expressed by the
figures climbing a ladder and making it
to the top of a building. The clock that
figures predominately in the center of
the artwork is representative of the
taboos we all face as we try to reach out
goals.
Mr. Tucker’s work includes traditional landscapes, cityscapes and portraits. According to the artist, his montages suggest an affiliation either
through similarity of material, motion, color and location and sometimes
via historical links.
“The portrait illustrates the subject’s
connectedness to his surroundings and
provides insights to his frame-of-mind,”
stated Mr. Tucker, whose work appearing in the exhibit spans over 30 years.
Ms. Regan’s contribution to the exhibition comes from a collection of
photographs the artist calls
“Surrealscapes.” She began this series
while working in Midtown Manhattan. At the time, she observed daily the
many window displays on Fifth Avenue, and noted, in particular, the way
they characterized women.

“I was drawn to the beauty and drama
of these displays, but more importantly
to the way women were represented,
and what that meant to me both on a
societal and personal level,” explained
Ms. Regan, a former portrait photographer.
She stated that her images are a mix

Photo Courtesy of New Jersey Center for Visual Arts

“Ode to Anyone” by Jackie Hernandez.

of strong and powerful women, society’s
portrayal of women, and messages of
women known or yet to be known.
The symbolism of Ms. Regan’s work
is evident in “Undone,” which represents the many dimensions of femininity, and in “Marilyn in the Sky,” which
juxtaposes an image of the sultry
Marilyn Monroe in the sky above a row
of apartment buildings.
“The work of each artist becomes
narrative,”
explained
Mari
D’Alessandro, NJCVA Exhibits Coordinator. “Whatever the artists’ point of
view, the common thread is the undeniable reality that every picture tells a
story.”
NJCVA’s Emerging Artist Series is
designed to introduce promising, but
under-recognized, artists working in a
variety of mediums.
Due to Access to Art, the Center’s
current renovation and expansion of
the 68 Elm Street building, which
houses the Palmer Gallery, “First Look
2005” is being presented at the 34-36
Maple Street Gallery in downtown
Continued on P
age 23
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Chansonettes of Westfield Tell
Spring Concer
Concertt Tour Schedule
WESTFIELD – The Chansonettes
of Westfield are preparing for their
upcoming spring tour, “Fascinatin’
Rhythm.”
A variety of rhythmic music will be
featured, including “Fascinatin’
Rhythm,” “And All That Jazz,” and
“Do I Hear a Waltz?” (medley).
The tour will commence on Wednesday, May 11, at Arbor Glen in
Bridgewater, continuing at The Chelsea
in Fanwood on Thursday, May 12,
Westfield Senior Housing Complex in
Westfield on Monday, May 16, Ridge

Oak in Basking Ridge on Wednesday,
May 18, and Fellowship Village in
Basking Ridge on Thursday, May 19.
The Chansonettes are a women’s choral group who “sing for the love of
singing.” Under the direction of Jean
Schork and accompanied by Mel Freda,
the group welcomes new membership.
For membership information, please
call Amy Herrington at (908) 3175910 or Jane Walsweer at (908) 2324531.
To book a Chansonettes performance, please call Mrs. Walsweer.

