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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – Selected students
enrolled in Westfield Public Schools
had their artwork showcased during a
National Youth Month by filling down-
town merchants’ windows with the
pupils’ masterpieces.

At Adlers Jewelers, flowers and fish
came to life through Chinese paper-
cutting techniques demonstrated by
second graders.

Creations in clay were
joined by an inventive
watercolor on fab-
ric by third grader
Yusef Dwider at
Betty Gallagher
Antiques on East
Broad Street.

Over on Lenox
Avenue, the win-
dows of Bitter-
sweet Designs
boasted spectacular
tempera landscapes by
Art I students, such as
the ocean scene by Jen-
nifer Brotman. Using pen-
cil, Caitlin Hewett de-
tailed an inviting as-
sortment of sea-
shells.

Brunner Opti-
cians displayed papiere mache masks by
fifth graders, as well as a fun and festive trio
of circus animals (panda, turtle and alliga-
tor), which were constructed by second
graders using tempera. Fourth graders
imitated Picasso’s style when they created
their bright and stylish Picasso pins.

The Central Avenue windows at
Coldwell Banker stopped pedestrians in
their tracks with paper-piecing and pa-
per-weaving designs by sixth graders, as
well as abstract watercolors by seventh
graders. Bobby Steinfeld, a sixth grader,
composed a cheerful rainbow scene with
a paper mosaic technique.

Both The Gap and Gap Kids made
passersby wish they could go inside
and take a seat on stools and chairs
adorned by intermediate school stu-
dents like Maria Lomaka. The
Roosevelt Intermediate eight grader’s
stool was patterned with an Andy

Warhol-inspired hom-
age to Marilyn Mon-
roe.

Chinese paper-cut-
ting art continued at
I to Eye, while Image
One-Hour Photo on
Elm Street presented
four cutting-edge
compositions by
graphic design and
computer graphics

students.
Also on Elm

Street, KaBloom
offered a charm-

ing bouquet of acrylic landscapes
by eighth graders Allie Hoffman

and Audrey Peterson. A little fur-
ther down the street, Lancasters,
Ltd. presented six students’ work
in ink/ink wash and ink with
marker.

Snapshots of Westfield and Nir-
vana, both on East Broad Street,

shared a generous exhibition of color-
ful animal portraits by seventh graders.
Nirvana filled some more of their win-
dows with eighth
graders’ portraits in-

corporating crayon
images of fruits and
vegetables, like the

one by Alia Lundy.
At Northside

Trattoria on Prospect
Street, rich colors flowed
and faded through ab-
stract tempera compo-
sitions created by Art I
students. Almost di-
rectly behind the res-
taurant, the Westfield
Running Company ex-
hibited tribal masks and
acrylic paintings by fifth
graders.

Traveling down North Avenue,
drivers could tell spring had sprung
by the three giant flower sculptures
displayed by Ortho Care on the cor-
ner of Prospect Street. The windows
also included eighth graders’ mixed
media compositions, each with a hand
reaching inside the artwork. Char-
lotte O’Leary played on a Cinderella

theme for her mixed media piece.
Truly clever!

Towering trees – one in colored pen-
cil and ink by Art 2 student Madeline
Joyce and another in graphite by Art 3
student Alan Tso – also beckoned spring
inside Periwinkles’ windows.

Using torn paper and markers,
kindergarteners depicted happy little
snowmen at Roy Electric Lighting Com-
pany, while the merchant’s other windows
presented first graders’ mixed media mas-

terpieces, which included pompoms, wire,
cotton balls and paper plates.

Starbucks spotlighted some of the
best and the brightest, like Griffith
Kimmins thought-provoking indepen-
dent study collage, and Katherine Itz’
tempera landscape, which brought to
mind an exquisite European trip.

The windows of The Town Book
Store were filled to the brim with
artwork by second, third, fourth and
fifth graders. Lions came roaring
through paper sculptures, like the one
constructed by third grader Katherine
Seery. Gargoyle reliefs from a lesson in
Gothic art were crafted by fourth grad-
ers, and conceptual artwork based on
a theme, “People In Glass Houses
Should Not Throw Stones” was pre-
sented by fifth graders.

And, wrapping up a short walk
around the downtown, The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times could not help but notice and
admire the phenomenal still life acrylic
paintings by Art 4 students Allison
Tiedrich and Ashley Current.

This year, National Youth Art Month
was certainly celebrated in grand style.
Fine Arts Supervisor Dr. Linda King,
all art teachers and students have a lot
to be proud of.
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DAVID WROE

SATURDAY
APRIL 9, 2005 

8PM
Union County Arts Center, Rahway

BEETHOVEN Symphony No. 4

COHEN Edison Invents (world premiere)

NJMTA Concerto Competition Winners
Stars of tomorrow play movements of concerto masterpieces

FREE PRE-CONCERT LECTURE BY ROBERT ALDRIDGE AT 7PM

(Robert Aldridge is the Music Alive Composer-in-Residence)

Call (908) 232-9400 for tickets or visit any of our ticket outlets:

WESTFIELD: Westfield Symphony office • Lancaster Ltd. • Town Book Store

RAHWAY: Union County Arts Center

CRANFORD: Martin Jewelers

SCOTCH PLAINS: Beautiful Things

WWW.WESTFIELDSYMPHONY.COM

Funding has been made  possible in part through a grant by the New Jersey State Council on the  Arts/Department of State, a partner agency of the National Endowment for the Arts.
The Residency of Robert Aldridge is made possible through  Music Alive, a residency program of the American Symphony Orchestra League and Meet The Composer.  This national program
is designed to provide orchestras with resources and tools to support their presentation of new music to the public and build support for new music within their institutions. 

Funding for Music Alive is provided by  The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation and The Aaron Copland Fund for Music.

Edison Invents sponsored by The Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation

LOCAL STARS
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Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOSCOSCOSCOSCOTTTTTCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLAINSAINSAINSAINSAINS — Scotch
Plains resident Barbara Prestridge is a
renowned elementary school art
teacher, who teaches Kindergarten
through fourth grade at Evergreen and
McGinn Elementary Schools in Scotch
Plains.

The recipient of several prestigious
awards, including the Joan Vagelos
Curry award for excellence in teaching
for the Scotch Plains-Fanwood public
school district, Ms. Prestridges’ experi-
ence as an artist and teacher is unparal-
leled.

The Fulbright Memorial Fund Schol-
arship chose Ms. Prestridge to partici-
pate in their highly regarded Teacher
Study Program and the artist traveled
to Japan to study with an exclusive
group of American teachers. A mere
200 teachers nationwide, only four per
state, are hand-picked for this pro-
gram.

The experience was “incredible” and
Ms. Prestridge continues to expand on
her work as an artist and respected teacher.

She received a degree in
printmaking and painting from
Cornell University and later earned
her Masters in Art Education from
Syracuse University. She taught art
in Louisiana prior coming back to
her roots in Scotch Plains, where she
was born and raised.

A wife and mother of two children,
Ms. Prestridge is active in the local arts
community. Passionate about portrai-
ture, her personal artwork has been
featured at the Swain Gallery in
Plainfield and her paintings of chil-

dren in watercolor are very popular.
An “artist who teaches,” Ms.

Prestridge hopes to share her love for
portraiture, watercolor and
the study of light with her
young students. In the art
room at school, she encour-
ages students to embrace
their mistakes.

“Accidents”, she said,
teach a valuable lesson.

“If students learn to use
the accidents in their art-
work, an important life
lesson is learned,” Ms.
Prestridge told The
Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.
“Much of life is in our control, but
much is not, as well. We must learn
to trust and gracefully accept this
mixture.”

In addition to her duties as an art
and visual arts teacher, Ms. Prestridge
also oversees a musical theater work-
shop at Evergreen Elementary, direct-
ing and choreographing student pro-
ductions several times a year.

“It’s interesting,” she told The Leader/
Times. “As an art teacher, I am always
encouraging students to think outside
of the box. But in musical theater, the
approach is entirely different. Yes, I
continue to help students explore their
creativity, but they also have to learn
another discipline.”

Students must learn that standing in
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Symphony Orchestra (WSO), led by
Music Director David Wroe, will
present the world premiere of Edison
Invents, a new work commissioned by
the orchestra with a grant from The
Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation on
Saturday, April 9, at the Union County
Arts Center, located at 1601 Irving
Street in Rahway.

A new composition by New Jersey
composer Robert Cohen for baritone
soloist and symphony orchestra, Edison
Invents combines theatrical and sym-
phonic elements to dramatize events in
the life of Thomas Edison.

The libretto presents Edison as an old
man narrating the story of his early
years, which were characterized by his
successes and personal tragedy. The
music is tonal and melodic, with an
authentically American sound, drawing
on a range of popular and symphonic
styles to create a musical portrait.

Broadway baritone Ron Bohmer will
create the role of Edison. Mr. Bohmer
has appeared in the original Broadway
production of Les Miserables and in
the title role of The Scarlet Pimpernel,
among other roles.

An Upper Montclair resident, Mr.
Cohen co-authored the book and com-
posed the score for the musical Suburb,
whose recent production at Off-
Broadway’s York Theatre Company
earned many award nominations. His
String Quartet No. 2 (A Day in the
Life) was performed this fall with the
Freespace Dance Company and New

Jersey Music Society’s Ensemble America
while his choral setting of Hyam Plutzik’s
Sprig of Lilac was just released on CD by
St. Martin’s Chamber Choir.

The Foundation for Universal Sa-
cred Music recently commissioned him
to compose a new work that will be
premiered at Merkin Hall. He has
served as resident composer for the
National Shakespeare Company, the
New Jersey Shakespeare Festival, and
the Manitoba Theater Center and his
musical God in Concert: One Night
Only received a workshop at the Sec-
ond Stage in New York.

Mr. Garfein wrote lyrics and music
for a dance trilogy, Mythologies, and
the musical, Sueños. He wrote the li-
bretto and directed Robert Aldridge’s
Elmer Gantry in workshop for Boston
Lyric Opera. His works have been per-
formed by several quartets and sym-
phonies. Currently, he is writing the
music and libretto for the operatic ad-
aptation of Tom Stoppard’s Rosencrantz
& Guildenstern Are Dead.

Edison Invents was inspired by the
biography “Edison: Inventing the
Century” by New Jersey author and
scholar Neil Baldwin. The program
will also feature Beethoven’s Fourth
Symphony and the winners of the NJ
Music Teachers’ Association’s 2005
Concerto Competition.

Tickets for the concert are $25 to
$60 with discounts for students and
senior citizens. Concert tickets may be
purchased directly from the WSO at
(908) 232-9400 or the Union County
Arts Center at (732) 499-0441.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — The Musical Club
of Westfield will present its April pro-
gram on Wednesday, April 13, at 1
p.m. at the First Baptist Church, 170
Elm Street in Westfield.

Violinist Momoko Matsumura will
perform Beethoven’s Spring Sonata for
Violin and Piano, Op. 24, No. 5. Pia-
nist Rebecca Eng will accompany her.

Flutist Jenny Cline, cellist Peg
Tristram, and pianist Mary Beth McFall
will present Sonate en Concert pour
flûte, piano et violoncelle. French and
structured like a Baroque suite, but
flavored with 20th century harmonies,
this piece features movements entitled
“Prélude,” “Rigaudon,” “Aria,” “Inter-
mezzo,” “Aria,” “Sicilienne,” and
“Gigue.”

Suzanne Beeny-Jones, soprano, will
perform four of Gustav Mahler’s “Songs
of the Wayfarer,” accompanied by Ms.
McFall.

Two songs by Antonín Dvorák, en-

titled “Here in the Wood” and “Set the
Fiddles Scraping” will also be performed
by the duo.

Pianist Edith Anderson will round
out the program with an eclectic selec-
tion of music. Featured will be
Debussy’s Claire de Lune, followed by
Menuet, Op. 14, No. 1, by Ignace
Paderewski, one of Poland’s world re-
nowned pianists and composers.

Ms. Anderson will end her perfor-
mance with a medley of tunes from
Broadway to Tin Pan Alley, arranged
by the performer.

The public is invited and refresh-
ments will be served.

The Musical Club provides scholar-
ships to assist college students who are
majoring in music and indicate finan-
cial need.

To become an active or associate
member of the club, please call the
membership chairperson at (908) 232-
2173.
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one particular place and singing or
speaking a line at a specific time is just
as important as taking an art idea and

running with it.
“It’s a different process,

but it’s wonderful,” Ms.
Prestridge said.

Her young musical stu-
dents build their own sets
and make their own cos-
tumes, learning every as-
pect of mounting a pro-
duction. She loves her mu-
sical workshops, stating that
the experience for the stu-
dents helps them to achieve
confidence and self-disci-

pline, as well as learning respectful
team effort.

Just this past Tuesday, Evergreen El-
ementary presented Goin’ Buggy, a
children’s musical that Ms. Prestridge
directed. Two more productions are
planned for late spring.

As a professional artist herself, she
said that portraiture gave her a whole
new passion and direction. She sees
the portraits of her family as the por-
traits of a generation, featuring fa-
thers backpacking with babies and
similar scenarios that speak to an en-
tire age group.

While very busy with her art and
musical theater teaching, Ms. Prestridge
does work on commission.

To reach the artist, you may e-mail
her at Bprestridge@spfk12.org.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – Students entering
grades 9 to 12 in September are invited
to audition on Saturdays, April 2, 16 or
23 for the Westfield Summer
Workshop’s (WSW) Showcase
Theater’s July production, Into the
Woods.

Auditions will be held at the New
Jersey Workshop for the Arts, 150-152
East Broad Street in Westfield. To sched-
ule an audition slot, please call (908)

789-9696.
Participants should be prepared to

sing, from memory, 32 measures of
both an up-tempo and a ballad from a
musical. Sheet music, in the proper key,
must be brought for the accompanist.

A tuition-based program, the
Showcase Theater will be directed
by Juan Pineda, veteran Broadway
actor, with musical direction by
Valerie Pineda. The classes will also
include instruction by guest artists
who have performed either on
Broadway or in regional and inter-
national theaters.

Professional actor Dan Macyek and
professional dancer Christopher
Johnson will be among the theater’s
special guest instructors.

Students accepted into the course
will receive advanced training in voice,
dance, acting and improvisation. Daily
dance classes will focus on routines
from Broadway productions. Music
preparation and set design are also part
of the agenda.

Classes will be held on Monday
and Tuesday, June 27 and 28, from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the NJWA An-
nex on 361 South Avenue, West in
Westfield, and from Wednesday, June
29, to Friday, July 22, from 11:30
a.m. to 3:15 p.m. at Roosevelt Inter-
mediate School in Westfield.

Performances of Into the Woods will
be held during afternoons and eve-
nings on Thursday and Friday, July 21
and 22 at Roosevelt School.

For more information, please visit
www.njworkshopforthearts.com.


