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‘Not Guilty’
Pleas Entered
By Protesters
By DAVID GIALANELLA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Though they
have all entered not guilty pleas, according to Westfield Municipal Court
Administrator Linda Chieffo, only one
of four people arrested during demonstrations against President Bush on
March 4 was arraigned on March 23.
Thomas Silva, 40, of Paterson,
appeared at the municipal court and
entered a plea of not guilty for the
charge of disorderly conduct, or a
“petty disorderly persons offense.”
Several other arrests were made
during the President’s appearance at
the National Guard Armory in
Westfield to discuss his proposal to
privatize Social Security, including
Jonathan Spitz, 41, and Emily Colvin,
18, of Westfield, and Gabrielle Hanlon,
21, of New Brunswick.
Congressmen Robert Menendez
and Frank Pallone and others spoke
at a rally at Clark Street and Ferris
Place that morning, where the protest began. The rally was organized
by New Jersey Citizen Action.
Protesters went on to neighborhoods adjacent to the armory, where
they were met by police barricades.
A total of nine were arrested, including five juveniles.
During last week’s arraignment,
Municipal Court Judge Brenda Cuba
defined the charges at Mr. Silva’s
request. She explained that a disorderly conduct charge indicates “improper behavior” for the “purpose to
cause public inconvenience or alarm.”
Mr. Silva was informed that he must
apply for the public defender’s services or submit an attorney’s letter of
representation by Saturday, April 30. A
trial date will then be scheduled.
If found guilty, Mr. Silva may be
sentenced to a $500 fine and/or 30
days in jail.
Mr. Spitz is scheduled for a court
appearance on Thursday, May 5.

Spring Ahead!
Daylight Savings Time Ends
Sunday, April 3, 12 a.m.

By ED COONEY

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Board of Education (BOE) unanimously approved a final budget of
$77,180,278 for the 2005-2006 school
year at its meeting Tuesday night.
The total approved program budget for the year is $75,237,450. The
$77 million figure is arrived at with
the addition of federal funds. The
BOE approved a tax levy of
$66,025,201 to fund the 2005-2006
budget.
This is the sum Westfield residents
will vote during the annual school
election on Tuesday, April 19.
The tax levy will rise 18 cents on
every $100 of assessed home value,
to $3.69. Based on the average assessed home value of $180,000, the
tax increase is estimated to be $324
per household, according to a presentation given by BOE Secretary Robert Berman.
Major additions to the budget include expenditures in the areas of
personnel and technology development, and one capital project.

Town Public Schools
Closed April 4 to 8
WESTFIELD – All nine
Westfield Public Schools will be
closed for students and teachers
for spring break from Monday,
April 4, to Friday, April 8.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Increasing special education costs, flat state aid
and a new law lowering the use of
surplus funds to offset property taxes
are factors impacting the Westfield
public schools’ proposed $77.2 million budget for the 2005-2006 school
year, school officials revealed last
Thursday during an interview in the
offices of The Westfield Leader.

www.goleader.com

valuation, or $324 for a home assessed at $180,000. The overall $77
million spending plan is up 4.85 percent over last year.
“It (the tax levy) smaller than some
of the previous years but still a significant hike,” Superintendent of
Schools Dr. William Foley said.
“The community has pretty much
overwhelmingly supported school
budgets,” continued Dr. Foley. “The
point is, how long can this go on?”

district received $4.9 million.
Last year, the board passed an initial budget with a 19-cent hike in
property taxes. Following the passing of state legislation, S-1701, the
district had to reduce the surplus it
kept on reserve. As a result, the district had to apply another $720,000 in
its surplus to the revenue side of the
2004-2005 budge,t which reduced last
year’s tax levy increase to 15 cents
but lowered the district’s reserve, or
“rainy day fund,” for emergency appropriations, officials explained.
Salaries and wages, including teachers and administrators, total $6,462,183,
according to Business Secretary Robert Berman, accounting for 78.3 percent of the budget. Of that amount,
instructional salaries total $35,303,337;
non-instructional, $7,364,202, and administrative, $3,794,644.
Looking at this year’s budget, Board
Vice President Ginny Leiz said,
“Without question, every single
school board member is distressed
and concerned about the impact of
what our school budget is going to do
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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BUDGET DISCUSSION...Officials from the Westfield Board of Education discussed
the district’s budget at the offices of The Westfield Leader last Thursday. Pictured, left
to right, are: Board President Anne Riegel, Superintendent of Schools Dr. William
Foley, and Public Information Officer Lorre Korecky. Board Vice-President Ginny
Leiz also participated in the discussion.

The result is a 5 percent hike in the
school tax levy, bringing it to
$66,025,201, which if approved by
voters, will increase local school taxes
by 18 cents per $100 of assessed
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SIXTY CENTS

The last school budget to be defeated
was in 1994.
State aid for Westfield will be $4.6
million this year, which is 7 percent
of the total budget. Two years ago the

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Town Council adopted its 2005 municipal budget of $32,369,504 and
accompanying $17,585,345 tax levy
on Tuesday evening. The spending
plan represents an increase of $2.2
million over 2004, with the tax levy
rising almost $1.1 million.
The tax levy was lowered from its
introduced amount last month following the receipt of a $140,000
homeland security grant from the
state. The grant helped lower the tax
increase from 6.1 to a little over 5
cents per $100 of assessed valuation.

The district will add another guidance counselor at Westfield High
School (WHS); a teacher for the newly
instated autistic class; two aides for
the same class; two junior varsity
tennis coaches; an advisor for the
forensics team, and an advisor for a
second jazz band at WHS.
Additionally, two new teachers will
be hired at WHS. The salaries for
these two teachers will be funded by
teacher retirements occurring at the
end of the 2004-2005 school year.
Each second grade class will have
three desktop computers for student
use in the 2005-2006 budget, for a
total of 75 new computers.
Each of the district’s libraries will
get new computers, as will all principals, nurses, guidance counselors, and
school offices at the district’s elementary and intermediate schools.
The budget funds the purchase of
one wireless laptop cart for WHS,
multimedia carts for all levels, laptops
and multimedia carts for use in Fine
Arts, the replacement of a number of
servers, and the purchase of eight
PDAs for WHS physical education
use.
The budget also calls for the replacement of the boilers at Washington Elementary School, at a cost of
$200,000.
Tuesday’s final BOE approval of
the budget marks the culmination of
months of work. The board has been
publicly discussing the budget since
early January while its finance
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The grant increased Westfield’s state
aid this year to $4,484,903.
Finance Policy Committee Chairman Peter Echausse said last year’s
municipal tax increase was $200 on a
home assessed at $180,000, and this
year’s is “a shade over $100.”
“No one likes to raise taxes,” said
Councilman Echausse, noting that there
are a number of issues that are out of the
control of local elected officials. These
include pension costs for police and
firemen, which are up $257,000; health
insurance benefits, which are increasing $415,000, and the town’s fees to the
Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority,
which is jumping a quarter of a million
dollars this year (Please see related
story on this page.)
Salaries and wages, which total
$15,729,073, are increasing by
$821,701. Westfield has four collective bargaining units: Policemen’s Benevolent Association, Firemen’s Mutual Benevolent Association, Teamsters (public works), and the Communications Workers of America.
Mayor Greg McDermott said Councilman Echausse “did an excellent
job” over the last few years in looking
at how current budgets will impact
the town in the future, especially as it
relates to capital projects.
The council introduced three capital ordinances Tuesday totaling $3.4
million. The largest of those ordinances, which appropriates
$3,043,000, covers road improvements for Highland Avenue, the in-

HAPPY RETURN…Captain Robert Seiler, Commander of Charlie Company of the
980th Engineer Battalion stationed in Al Taji, Iraq, returns to Fort Hood, Tex., to
reunite with his wife, Kelly, and two-year-old daughter, Jordan. Kelly is the daughter
of Barbara Bennett, executive secretary at the Westfield Board of Education.

Adjustment Bd. Tables AT&T Cell
Tower Projects Pending More Info.
By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The board of adjustment tabled two applications for
cell towers by Cellular Telephone
Company (AT&T Wireless) Thursday night pending more information
by the applicant. No date has been set

Council Adopts $32.3 Mil. Budget;
Municipal Taxes to $100 on Average
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Officials Say Budget Impacted
By Special Ed., Flat State Aid

BOE Passes $77.2 Mil.
Budget, $66 Mil. Levy
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Thursday, March 31, 2005

stallation of new sidewalks along
Scotch Plains Avenue between South
Avenue and West Broad Street; improvements to the municipal building
and public works complex, and replacement of roofs at the northside
train station, which is owned by the
town, and at the town library.
Improvements will be made to the
town’s two fire houses; communications and signal systems equipment
will be purchased for the police department, and more efficient lighting
will be purchased for the municipal
building and for traffic signals
throughout the town.
The second ordinance authorizes
the town to spend $261,000 for curb
replacement and/or new curbing for
Tuttle Parkway, Terrace Place, Forest
Avenue and North Euclid Avenue.
Some roadways will be reconstructed,
with storm drainage facilities installed
on other streets.
The third ordinance initiates the
town’s annual sidewalk replacement
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

for the next board hearing on the
application.
Cellular was seeking preliminary
and final major site plan approval and
land use variances for proposed cell
towers on South Avenue, as well as
the Wychwood Gardens site on East
Broad Street.
Cellular Telephone is seeking variances to install 12 communication
antennas on an existing rooftop structure located at 900 South Avenue,
West and install related equipment at
the base of the property. The applicant is also proposing to erect an 85foot cellular telecommunication tower
at the Wychwood Gardens complex
located at 1400 East Broad Street,
although the front yard is located on
Springfield Avenue.
Cellular is seeking a variance on
the South Avenue project because
local ordinances require such towers
be mounted on buildings at least 45feet high. The proposed building
stands 40-feet high.
Judy Babinski, the lawyer representing Cellular Wireless, presented
the board with new renderings of the
proposed site on South Avenue. The
Architectural Review Board rejected
original designs on December 2, 2004,
because they “felt they were too large,”
Ms. Babinski told the board. “They
(the Architectural Review Board)
threw them (plans) out — they said
they were too much.”
The architect for the applicant, Glen
Chapman, changed the plans to include brick stelthing that would act
essentially as a wall. He also added a
decorative railing around the param-

eter at the base of the antenna. A false
chimney is being proposed to blend
the antenna into the surrounding
buildings. The chimney would rise
13 feet off the roof and 53 feet above
grade level.
The board questioned the accuracy
of the renderings feeling it was hard
to visualize what the final outcome
would look like. According to Mr.
Chapman, the views being presented
were taken from angles that “show
the most stelthing.”
When questioned by the board why
the renderings of different alternatives were taken from different locations, Ms. Babinski stated, “The antenna that are unstelthed are in the
same location as if they were
unstelthed. So by moving the stelthing
back, they need to be raised to avoid
being obstructed by itself.”
The board requested additional
photo simulations and tabled the application until renderings that are
stelthed, unstelthed and simply
stelthed can be provided.
“We are carrying this to the next
meeting so that we can have a photo
simulation of the stelthing,” Board
Chairman William Heinbockel explained to audience members.
The second application discussed
was AT&T Wireless’ desire to erect an
85-foot flagpole (current land use ordinances allow a maximum height of
45-feet) at the Wychwood Gardens
site.
Ijay Sawant, an engineer representing AT&T Wireless, explained that
the majority of the trees in the area
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Area Taxpayers Will Have to Foot Bill
For Cost of Sewerage Plant Upgrade
By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA — Area towns who are
members of the Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority (RVSA) face steep

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader

HOPPIN’ GOOD TIME…The Easter Bunny pictured with Matthew and Olivia
Manning stopped by the Lions Club 70th Annual Easter Egg Hunt last Saturday.
The 500 children made a mad dash for the 1,200 Easter eggs in Mindowaskin Park.
Everyone received jelly beans after the hunt. Some of the eggs contained gift
certificates from local merchants.

increases in their annual fees not
only this year but also in coming
years as the utility begins a $137
million court-mandated upgrade of
its facility in Rahway.
With the cost of the project now 50
percent higher than first estimated
last summer, local property taxpayers will find themselves footing the
big bill for years to come.
The project’s main objective is to
make various improvements to terminate illegal discharges from the
Hazelwood Avenue facility into the
Rahway River.
Four years ago, RVSA entered a
settlement agreement that required
the utility to implement a comprehensive strategic plan whose main
objectives were to terminate wet
weather discharges and to eliminate
effluent discharge permit violations.
RVSA says the improvements will
result not only in its facility being
compliant with regulations but also
in a cleaner environment, increased
plant capacity and more reasonable
rates in future years. The project,
according to RVSA Executive Director Richard Tokarski, has already
started and is expected to be complete by mid-2008.
The project’s cost is $137 million,
and Mr. Tokarski told The Westfield

Leader that the sharp increase in the
price tag from a summer 2004 estimate of $85 to $90 million was due to
several factors, including items not
foreseen such as allowances for contaminated soil disposal, a hefty increase in steel and concrete prices in
the latter part of last year and an underestimation of anticipated labor costs.
When the late 2004 bids for the
project came in substantially higher
than originally anticipated, Joan
Papen, an RVSA Commissioner from
Scotch Plains said “we were really
surprised at that.”
As a result of the substantially higher
cost of the project, the 11 member
towns will pay much higher fees this
year and over the coming several years.
The towns will pay about $13 million
in fees in 2005 versus. the $11.25
million first projected last summer.
Westfield will pay an assessment
of $1.65 million this year, an increase
of $248,000 from 2004; Scotch Plains
will pay $770,491, an increase of
about $80,000; Garwood will pay
$568,000, an $180,000 increase; and
Mountainside will pay $447,055.
By 2010, these levels will more
than double, with Westfield’s annual
fee projected to top $3.7 million;
Scotch Plains at $1.74 million;
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

Town BOE Ratifies New Three-Yr.
Contract With 500-Member WEA
WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Board of Education Tuesday night
ratified a new three-year contract with
the Westfield Education Association
(WEA). The new pact, which will
become effective July 1, was ratified
by the WEA on March 17.
The agreement calls for annual increases of 4 percent for WEA members.
The WEA represents close to 500
teachers, nurses, librarians, guidance
counselors, social workers and school
psychologists. With a starting salary
of $50,000, Westfield has the highest
starting salary for teachers in New
Jersey.
Board member Arlene Gardner
noted that ”our high starting salary
allows us to attract the best teachers.”
“We think we got a great settlement rate, given where other districts
are settling right now,” Board Presi-

dent Anne Riegel, who chaired the
board’s negotiating team, said during
an interview in the offices of The
Westfield Leader last Thursday.
Kathy Zippler, chief negotiator for
the WEA, said, ”We are verypleased.”
She said the contract was “overwhelmingly ratified” by the WEA, adding,
”It is our job to work together to make
the best school system possible.”
School officials said under the new
agreement, WEA members will pay
$10 co-pays for generic drugs, an
increase of $2, and $25 for non-generic drugs, up from $15, through the
district’s managed care health plan
with Oxford HealthCare.
Superintendent of Schools Dr. William Foley said he expects this change
to result in a savings of approximately
$150,000 for the district.
“The association worked with us,
knowing that the district was facing
financial limitations,” Dr. Foley said.
“This year, the district changed health

Area Taxpayers Will Foot Bill
For Sewerage Plant Upgrade
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Garwood at nearly $1.3 million; and
Mountainside at just over $1 million.
Similar percentage increases are
slated for the other seven RVSA member towns.
The fee increases are already being
felt locally as municipalities put the
finishing touches on this year’s local
government budgets and look at future years’ spending priorities.
While not a budget buster, the increased RVSA fees “do make it tough”
to manage the municipal budget, said
Westfield Town Administrator Jim
Gildea.
As the utility’s third largest member, Westfield is looking at average
fee increases of around $500,000 annually between now and 2010, which
is equal to about three tax points.
“On top of some of the other mandated expenses” in the annual
Westfield budget, “you’re looking at
multiple tax points,” Mr. Gildea told
The Leader.
He said he was hopeful that some
state assistance and federal aid might
help RVSA offset some of the costs of
the upgrade, although he admitted
that any aid, once it is spread among
the 11 member towns, would have a
relatively small effect on fee obligations.
“The only good news,” Mr. Gildea
said, “is that going forward, we’ll
have a [sewer] system that should
hold itself for years.”
“It’s mind boggling,” said Scotch
Plains Township Manager Thomas
Atkins of the RVSA fee increases,
calling them “brutal” and “awful.”
A more-than-doubling of the
township’s annual assessment between now and 2010 — more than
$900,000 — equals about eight or
nine tax points in Scotch Plains, he

told The Leader. He pointed out that
the average household property tax
bill to finance local government activities is about $1,500.
“Most people don’t realize that
about 10 percent [of their tax bill] is
for sanitary sewers,” which besides
RVSA also includes the Plainfield
Area Regional Sewerage Authority,
of which Scotch Plains is also a member. By the end of the decade, factoring in the coming fee increases, Mr.
Atkins said it’s possible that 15 percent of the municipal portion of the
average property tax bill in Scotch
Plains could be earmarked for sewers
and related services.
Officials in Garwood and
Mountainside have also cited big increases in RVSA fees in their own
budget deliberations.
One way that RVSA is trying to
ease the burden for its member towns,
Joan Papen told The Leader, is by
spreading the costs of the upgrade
program over a 30-year period instead of 20 years. She said a 40-year
time frame was first considered, but
RVSA officials concluded that the
costs would have been “prohibitive.”
RVSA will finance the program
through New Jersey Environmental
Infrastructure Trust Bonds and Capital Appreciation Bonds, with a 2 percent interest rate for the first 20 years.
After that, RVSA will have to borrow
again for the remaining 10 years at
whatever the prevailing interest rates
are at that time.
Despite the high costs of the facility upgrades, Mr. Tokarski said, noting that the utility’s rates are one of
the lowest in the state, said he was
confident that “we’ll have fairly attractive rates when all is said and
done.”

care providers, which is saving us
another $582,000 in the 2005-2006
school year.”
Ms. Riegel added that, “Dollarwise, that was one of the best things
we could do for the whole district.”
Under another change in the new
contract, members who are covered
under a spouse’s health insurance
coverage may opt out of the district’s
health plan and receive an annual
stipend of $700 to $2,500 annually,
depending on their health plan.
“That would be an addition to the
increase in annual pay” members
would receive from lower payroll
deductions, said Board Secretary and
Business Administrator Robert
Berman.
School officials noted that under
New Jersey’s Domestic Partnership
Act, which became effective July 10,
2004, the state’s discrimination law
was amended concerning health insurance programs and pension benefits.
“As part of its bargaining agreement, the WEA requested that this
discretionary provision be included
in their health insurance benefit package,” officials said in a press release
issued to The Leader.
Mr. Berman said it was too early to
tell how this change will impact future budgets, noting that he was not
sure how many staff would qualify
under the new law. Salaries and wages
account for 78.3 percent of the school
board’s proposed $77.2 million budget.
Under the new contract, starting
salaries for teachers with a bachelor’s
degree in the first step of the district’s
salary guide will be $49,653 in the
first year, $51,453 in the second year
and $53,333 in the third year of the
agreement
The starting wage for teachers with
master’s degrees will be $52,543 in
the first year, $54,553 in the second
year, and $56,733 in the third year.
WEA members with a masters degree and 30 credits will earn $54,969
in the first year, $56,769 in the second
year and $58,649 in the final year of
the agreement. Staff with doctorate
degrees will be paid a starting wage
of $57,876 in 2005-2006, $59,678 in
2006-2007 and $61,558 in 2007-2008.
The WEA negotiating team was
headed by Ms. Zippler and included
Michael Seiler, WEA President; Mark
Pastir, MaryAnn Sepe, Kathleen Kopec,
Jeffrey Robbins, David Taylor,
Dominick Ceccio and Jeffrey Knight.
The board’s team was headed by
Ms. Riegel and included Vice President Ginny Leiz, Beth Cassie, Julia
Walker and Assistant Superintendent of Human Services Margaret
Dolan.

BOE Budget
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

committee met to work in concert
with Superintendent of Schools Dr.
William Foley and Mr. Berman to
formulate the budget.
“I really hope that the public comes
out to vote on the 19th,” said BOE
President Anne Riegel. “Hopefully,
this budget is in the best interest of the
district.” Polls will be open from 2
p.m. to 9 p.m. on that date.
In addition to voting on the budget,
Westfield residents will elect three
people to seats on the BOE. Incumbents Bill Ziff and Alice Hunnicutt
square off against newcomers Ann
Ormsby-Cary, Steven Dorry, and Gary
McCready.
Following the budget vote, the
board approved a new contract with
the Westfield Education Association that goes into effect July 1 of
this year and lasts until June 30 of
2008.
Ms. Riegel expressed her happiness that the contract was “resolved
quickly and amicably.”
The board’s next public meeting
will take place on Tuesday, April 12.
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TREE EXPERT CO.

• Trimming
• Repairs
• Removal
Modern Equipment
State Certified
Immediate Service
Insured For Your Protection

908-233-TREE
908-233-8733
Celebrating our 50th year
in the Tree Business

DID YOU KNOW . . .
The leaves use solar energy to
convert nitrogen, potash and
phosphorus into starch and sugar.
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Bd. Tables AT&T Cell Tower Town Council
Fifty percent of the
Projects Pending More Info. program.
$100,000 program will be paid by
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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stand 75-feet tall and “to make the
tower useful it (the antenna) has to be
higher.” He stated that trees affect
radio waves by blocking them. “Eight
five feet is the minimum height of
what we can live with,” Mr. Sawant
said. “From my knowledge and experience, I wouldn’t go any lower.”
AT&T Wireless is seeking several
other variances for the Wychwood
Garden complex project. They are
seeking a land use variance to erect
the cellular tower in the RA-2 zone
district, a district not zoned for such
use.
Other variances include a maximum land coverage variance for the
above grade structure, which will exceed the allowable maximum percentage of coverage by 1.65 percent.
The applicant also seeks a variance to
construct a six-foot fence (four feet is
the maximum allowable footage).
Ms. Babinski explained that AT&T
Wireless’ desire to erect the tower is
to improve cellular coverage in
Westfield. The Federal Communication Commission (FCC) requires
wireless companies licensed by the
FCC to provide 92 to 98 percent coverage to its subscribers.
“At this time the coverage we provide in Westfield is, should we say,
poor,” she remarked.
The board then heard testimony on
the energy use and radiation output of
the proposed antenna. “These are low
energy sites,” Mr. Sawant stated. “If
they (FCC) allowed us 100 percent
energy usage we are using 4 or 5
percent.”
“Would it be fair to say the radiation given off would be similar to
standing in front of a microwave,”
Mr. Heinbockel asked. Mr. Sawant
replied, “The type of radiation is totally different.”
Ms. Babinski and Mr. Sawant pre-

sented the board with a green and
white aerial diagram of Westfield
depicting “white areas” where AT&T
Wireless believes subscribers receive
no signal. Ms. Babinski explained
that the FCC requires that wireless
providers not go below 2 percent for
dropped calls. When the board questioned Mr. Sawant on what service
percentage is currently provided he
answered, “I cannot give an answer
right now.”
Ms. Babinski explained that a call
record cannot record data on calls
that do not go through because of a
lack of signal. “If you can’t get a
signal on a cell phone you cannot
record data. You can only record
dropped calls.” Town Planner Blais
Brancheau asked, “Isn’t there a way
to test this the old fashioned way —
go out and make 100 calls and tell
how many connect. Then we would
have a more accurate count of how
many calls go through.”
Ms. Babinski considered the question but a decision as to whether or
not it would be implicated was not
reached.
Ms. Babinski explained that new
technology called GSM is now being
used by AT&T Wireless is “the latest
and the hottest.” In order to provide
GSM technology, AT&T Wireless fells
it needs to upgrade the cell towers.
According to Ms. Babinski, GSM
provides better voice quality and “you
can use Blackberries,” a hand held
Internet device.
After hearing all the testimony, the
board requested additional information on the applications and chose to
table both until further notice.
A hearing will be scheduled for the
near future when AT&T Wireless can
provide additional renderings, and
fix certain aspects of the project to the
board’s liking.

Officials: Budget Impacted
By Special Ed, Flat State Aid
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

to property taxes.”
Ms. Leiz said the district in previous
years kept 4 to 6 percent in the fund
balance, which allowed for emergency
funds for capital improvements, for
special education tuition, and for indistrict special education costs.
Due to the signing into law of S1701, the board has placed $1.8 million
in this year’s budget as a revenue item.
But due to this option, Ms. Leiz explained, the district’s fund balance will
be much lower. The legislation required
the district to drop its fund balance to 2
percent of its operating budget last year
and 3 percent this year.
“We anticipate that what we are going to have to keep available to us will
not leave any monies to give into the
budget to offset the tax increase” for
next year, Ms. Leiz said.
Dr. Foley indicated the district would
likely be left with around a million
dollars in its fund balance for emergencies.
“This year 18 cents is bad enough.
But next year, if the state does not give
us any new state aid … you are talking
about right at the top six tax points that
we have to assess the homeowners of
Westfield, even if we don’t increase the
budget,” Dr. Foley said.
“Our auditor was always very happy
with our commitment; that we had a
reserve balance,” Ms. Leiz said. She
called this year’s fund balance “an uncomfortably low reserve.”
“But it deals with some short-term
political issues in Trenton,” Dr. Foley
responded, noting the school budget
around the next year will see “an enormous spike” in school taxes.
With this in mind, Board President
Riegel said the board is still trying “to
deliver a great education and trying to
manage the cost that we can manage
and trying to live with the tax situation
in general and than the specific rules
that the state has added that made us
manage our money differently than we
would have.”
When asked if the New Jersey Education Association is helping in addressing issues such as special education costs and rising school taxes, Dr.
Foley said the association has not been
much help to districts.
“They are essentially a lobbying
group and they are part of the problem,
not part of the solution,” Dr. Foley
responded.
He said part of the reason for the
increasing school budgets to enrollments spikes. The district has over 1,000
more students since the 1997-1998
school year, which has resulted in the
hiring of an additional 50 teachers.
Enrollment at Westfield High School is
up 500 students, to 1,800, since 2002.

Also impacting the budget is special
education, which represents 21 percent
or $15 million of the total budget. Dr.
Foley said the district only receives
back around $4 million in special education aid.
“I think all this business of Constitutional conventions is a waste of time.
There is only one thing the state could
do for Westfield and probably for most
school districts. And that is helping us
control special education (costs). And
they can do that in two ways. One, they
can begin to contribute the fair share to
the taxpayers in Westfield for the programs that they mandated us to run,”
said Dr. Foley.
The district employs 26 special education staff, an increase of 13 or 14 over
the past six to seven years. Seventeen
percent of the district’s 5,800 plus students are designated as classified for
eligibility for special education programs, which is on par with the state’s
average, Dr. Foley said.
Currently the district has 117 students
placed in programs outside of the district, which accounts for $4 million in
tuition expenses. Most of Westfield’s
state aid is for special education costs,
school officials said. The district is paying in excess of $40,000 for 52 students.
“The average cost is $58,000 per
student,” said Ms. Leiz.
“It’s not that we want to pit general
education parents against special education parents,” said Ms. Riegel. “But it
costs a whole lot more and it comes out
of the same pot of money.”
The state is supposed to reimburse
the district for any amount in excess of
$40,000 per child. Yet, Ms. Riegel said
the district is lucky if it receives 25
percent of that amount.
Westfield applies each year for the
federal IDEA grant for special education costs. Dr. Foley said the district
receives a million dollars in funding
from this grant.
In an effort to reduce special education costs, the district is looking to
initiate programs in-district to reduce
the costs of out-of-district placements.
In the fall, Westfield will be starting a
program for autistic children at a cost of
$95,000 for a teacher and two aides.
“Autism is becoming one of the major forms of learning disabilities that
we’re contending with in Westfield,”
said Dr. Foley.
The district is required to fund programs for special education from age 3
to 21, officials said. The district currently has six sections of pre-school
special education classes that meet for
a half-day.
The school tax levy will go before
voters on Tuesday, April 19, from 2 to
9 p.m.
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property owners participating in this
year’s program.
All three ordinances will be on the
agenda for second reading and adoption following public hearings on
Tuesday, April 19.
During the public comment session of the meeting, half a dozen
residents asked the town for help in
reviving the Westfield Neighborhood
Council’s on-site summer program
for children. The town’s recreation
department has opted not to provide
staff this year to continue the program at the council’s center on
Cacciola Place. Children will instead
be invited to participate in the town’s
summer recreation program, which
will be held at schools throughout
town.
Dolores Russell of Stirling Place
said Neighborhood Council families
“need the Town of Westfield to assist
in any way they can to help us. The
Westfield Neighborhood Council cannot exist as it is. We need the programs for the children.”
She noted that new apartments are
currently under construction near the
Neighborhood Council facility, which
will generate additional traffic. The
heavy traffic along South Avenue is
also near the neighborhood where
children who utilize the Neighborhood Council’s facilities live.
“Our children have nowhere to play
that is absolutely safe. We need your
help. We need money. The Town of
Westfield has money,” she said, noting the Neighborhood Council is “going through some financial problems”
and is restructuring its operation.
Residents noted that the Neighborhood Council was no longer covered
by through a grant from the United
Way of Westfield (formerly the United
Fund of Westfield).
Patricia Fagan of Windsor Avenue
said the Neighborhood Council’s
summer program attracts some 45
children each year. She said the closest school playgrounds in the area are
McKinley, Jefferson and Tamaques
Elementary Schools, all of which,
she said, are too far for the children to
walk.
“We would like to be able to keep
our kids in the neighborhood in a safe
environment,” she told the Town
Council.
Assistant Recreation Director
Dolores McKay explained that the
town offers summer programs for elementary, kindergarten through fifth
grade, and middle school children in
grades six through eight at Westfield
schools.
On another issue, Fire Chief Dan
Kelly said Westfield and the rest of
Union County’s emergency services
will participate in next week’s
TOPOFF 3, full-scale national terrorism exercise. The event will be staged
from Monday, April 4, to Friday, April
8.
Chief Kelly, who is Westfield’s
emergency management coordinator,
said the drill will feature a simulated
bio-terrorism attack that includes
Union and Middlesex counties, Connecticut, the United Kingdom, and
Canada. He said, among other things,
the concept is to deal with how, in
such an emergency towns, would deal
with the number of patients that would
overwhelm area hospitals and
healthcare facilities. All emergency
services will be utilized as well as the
Westfield Regional Health Department.
He urged residents not to be afraid
as the simulated event unfolds
throughout the week. The event, the
third terrorism response exercise since
the terrorism attacks of September
11, 2001, is the most comprehensive
to date.

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER
MONDAY, MARCH 14
A resident of North Avenue, East
reported that her home was burglarized, and that a $30 sleeping bag was
removed from her bedroom.
TUESDAY, MARCH 15
Two diamond rings, valued at a total
of $2,500, were reported stolen from a
residence on Wallberg Avenue.
After being stopped for motor vehicle
violations at New Providence Road and
Standish Avenue in Mountainside, Sean
McNelis, 19, of Garwood was arrested
and charged with obstructing administration of law for allegedly pushing away
and shouting at a police officer who was
speaking with him at the scene. McNelis
was released with a summons.
THURSDAY, MARCH 17
An Embree Court resident reported
that her house was burglarized after
someone forcibly entered the residence
through a rear window. Two laptop
computers, worth a total of $4,000,
were reported taken.
FRIDAY, MARCH 18
Karl Burke, 23, of Westfield was
arrested and charged with driving while
intoxicated at Central Avenue and Sussex Street. He was subsequently released to a responsible individual.
SATURDAY, MARCH 19
A resident of the 600 block of Carleton
Road reported that her motor vehicle
was burglarized while parked on the
street in front of her home on March 17.
A Motorola cellular telephone, along
with a checkbook, pocketbook and $10
in currency, were reported taken.
SUNDAY, MARCH 20
James Fontaine, 22, of Irvington was
arrested in the 600 block of Central
Avenue and charged with attempted
burglary of a motor vehicle. Entry to
the vehicle was not gained. Fontaine
was released on a summons.
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SIXTY CENTS

BOE Passes $67 Mil. Budget,
$58.7 Mil. School Tax Levy
By MATT MARINO

In presenting an overview of the
budget, board member Betty Anne
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch Woerner mentioned that 75 percent
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education of the budget is devoted to salaries
passed the proposed 2005-2006 bud- and benefits for teachers and staff
get of $67,084,688 at their meeting within the district.
held on Tuesday evening. The total
She added that increases in special
proposed tax levy is $58,662,794.
education tuition are state-mandated,
The school tax levy, which antici- and that the board must comply with
pates an increase of approximately any such increases.
4.5 percent or $3.3 million, must now
The total projected budget increase
be approved by voters during the for next year is approximately $2.9
school election on Tuesday, April 19.
million. Pending voter approval, the tax levy share for
Scotch Plains will be 78.10
percent, with Fanwood’s
share being 21.89 percent.
Each Scotch Plains household will average $322, and
Fanwood residents will contribute an average of $371
per household.
According to data provided
at the meeting, overall enrollment has increased over the
past six years by more than
600 students, over half attending Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School (SPFHS). This
increase has resulted in the
addition of more teachers and
staff to maintain reasonable
class sizes.
There will be seven new
positions added next year,
including teachers at the elementary, middle school and
special education levels. A
social studies supervisor is
Matt Marino for The Times
THANK YOU…Scotch Plains-Fanwood BOE also being hired, mainly bemember Susan Dyckman poses with a special reso- cause the social studies curlution she received from her fellow board mem- riculum is due to be reviewed.
bers. Mrs. Dyckman attended her final meeting as
SPFHS Principal Dr.
a member of the BOE this past Tuesday evening. David Heisey has served as
Specially Written for The Times

Area Taxpayers Will
Have to Foot Bill For
Sewerage Plant Upgrade
By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

AREA — Area towns who are
members of the Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority (RVSA) face steep
increases in their annual fees not only
this year but also in coming years as
the utility begins a $137 million courtmandated upgrade of its facility in
Rahway.
With the cost of the project now 50
percent higher than first estimated
last summer, local property taxpayers will find themselves footing the
big bill for years to come.
The project’s main objective is to
make various improvements to terminate illegal discharges from the
Hazelwood Avenue facility into the
Rahway River.
Four years ago, RVSA entered a
settlement agreement that required
the utility to implement a comprehensive strategic plan whose main
objectives were to terminate wet
weather discharges and to eliminate
effluent discharge permit violations.
RVSA says the improvements will
result not only in its facility being
compliant with regulations but also
in a cleaner environment, increased
plant capacity and more reasonable
rates in future years. The project,
according to RVSA Executive Director Richard Tokarski, has already
started and is expected to be complete by mid-2008.
The project’s cost is $137 million,
and Mr. Tokarski told The Westfield

Leader that the sharp increase in the
price tag from a summer 2004 estimate of $85 to $90 million was due to
several factors, including items not
foreseen such as allowances for contaminated soil disposal, a hefty increase in steel and concrete prices in
the latter part of last year and an
underestimation of anticipated labor
costs.
When the late 2004 bids for the
project came in substantially higher
than originally anticipated, Joan
Papen, an RVSA Commissioner from
Scotch Plains said “we were really
surprised at that.”
As a result of the substantially
higher cost of the project, the 11
member towns will pay much higher
fees this year and over the coming
several years. The towns will pay
about $13 million in fees in 2005
versus the $11.25 million first projected last summer.
Westfield will pay an assessment
of $1.65 million this year, an increase
of $248,000 from 2004; Scotch Plains
will pay $770,491, an increase of
about $80,000; Garwood will pay
$568,000, an $180,000 increase; and
Mountainside will pay $447,055.
By 2010, these levels will more
than double, with Westfield’s annual
fee projected to top $3.7 million;
Scotch Plains at $1.74 million;
Garwood at nearly $1.3 million; and
Mountainside at just over $1 million.
Similar percentage increases are slated
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Fred Rossi for The Times

FELLOWSHIP AND CELEBRATION…Parishioners gather outside the Scotch
Plains Baptist Church after Easter Sunday services.

temporary supervisor, however, the
nature of the curriculum review demands a permanent supervisor, school
officials said.
As mentioned at previous meetings,
other budget aspects include new textbooks in the social studies, math and
language arts departments for various
grades. Also, the “Play Attention” Program – a program designed to aid children with attention deficit disorder
(ADD) and attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) – will continue
to be used throughout the district.
A new astronomy program will be
instituted within the district, with board
members approving the receipt of
$25,900 from the Space Telescope Science Institute. Dr. Trish Camp, Supervisor of Science, applied for the funds,
and the district was one of only 15
throughout the country to receive them.
Highlighting the various achievements district-wide, board member
Trip Whitehouse noted the success of
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Brooks Crandall for The Times

GET READY, GET SET, GO…Fanwood Councilwoman Donna Dolce tries her best to avoid being run over by the mad rush
of children looking for Easter eggs last Saturday at Forest Road Park. The borough sponsored the annual event, which also
included egg decorating, a jelly-bean guessing contest and a visit from the Easter Bunny.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Baseball League Will
Mark 50th Anniversary With Special Parade
By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — During the
past 50 years, several tens of thousands of kids from Scotch Plains and
Fanwood have probably played baseball under the auspices of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Youth Baseball Association, according to Joseph
Sebalao, the group’s president.
Nearly a thousand would-be Alex
Rodriguezes and Pedro Martinezes
will be taking the field next week as
the league kicks off its 50th anniversary celebration with an opening day
parade from the Scotch Plains Municipal Building to the league’s home
base at Booth Field.
“We’re teaching baseball and the
finer points of life,” Mr. Sebalao said
last week at a Township Council meeting where he and several other league
officials were presented with a resolution congratulating the group on its
anniversary.
Despite some indications that baseball might be losing its appeal among
youngsters, he insisted that its popularity, at least locally, is growing.
Tom Paterson, a past-president,
agreed, telling The Times that “we’re
finding that more kids are signing
up.”
It’s expected that more than 900
players will play this year, assisted by
more than 270 adult managers and
coaches. Mr. Sebalao praised the
adults who assist, noting that many
have “seen their children take their
first and last swings years ago and
they’re still with us. That says a lot
about the town.”
The league was formed in 1955 as

the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Little
League by a group of local men —
Herb Booth, Irv Pines, Walt Zurfuhs
and Gene Di Cavalcante.
About 150 kids between 9 and 12
years old played in one division. Thirty
years later, the league expanded by
forming a new division that allowed
eight-year-olds to take part.
In 1987, the league merged with

and another in 1990 allowed six-yearolds to play tee ball. The nine to 12year old division has also been split
into two separate divisions.
The six divisions each have between 100 and 175 players, with most
of the games being played at township and board of education fields.
The 11 and 12-year-olds play at Booth
Field, the league-owned facility on

Fred Rossi for The Times

PLAY BALL…The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Youth Baseball Association, based at
Booth Field in Scotch Plains, will mark its 50th anniversary with a parade on
Opening Day, April 9.

the Babe Ruth League, in which 13 to
15-year-olds participate, and also
changed its name to the Scotch PlainsFanwoodYouth Baseball Association.
A further expansion in 1988 created a
tee ball division for seven-year-olds

Westfield Road between Valley Avenue and Route 22 where the April 9
opening day ceremonies will take
place.
The 50,000-square-foot property
was for years technically owned by

the state Department of Transportation as part of the highway’s right-ofway. Three years ago —after the state
passed ownership to the county, which
then offered it to Scotch Plains — the
Township Council conveyed the title
to the property to the league, which
now privately maintains the field and
infrastructure via registration fees,
fundraisers and local sponsorships.
The opening day ceremonies on
April 9 will begin at 9 a.m. with a
parade commencing at the Municipal Building on Park Avenue and
ending at Booth Field. Michael
Michalisin, a former league president and the longest active member,
will be the parade’s grand marshal.
Former managers, coaches and officers have been invited to take part in
the parade, which will also include
classic cars, the Somerset Patriots
minor league baseball team mascot
and music by the Shore Brass Band.
The parade will proceed from the
Municipal Building down Park Avenue to Grand Street to Union Avenue to Valley Avenue.
After ceremonial first pitches, expected to be thrown by Scotch Plains
Mayor Martin Marks and Fanwood
Mayor Colleen Mahr, the season’s
first game will be played at noon.
Tom Paterson said efforts were
made to contact all former managers
and coaches and added that anyone
who was unable to be contacted is
invited to attend. Commemorative
pins marking the league’s 50th anniversary have also been made and
further information is also available
on the league’s website at
www.spfyba.org.

Fanwood Planning Board Postpones Hearing
On Plans for Bank, Day Care Center at CSH
By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

FANWOOD — An application
being heard by the Fanwood Planning and Zoning Board of Adjustments on March 23 was postponed
after several members had to recuse
themselves, leaving the board short
of a quorum.
Board member Bruce Walsh recused himself because he is a neighbor of the property and desired to
come before the board as a resident,
objecting to the application. The application before the board was made
by Fanwood Plaza Partners, located
at 15 Old South Avenue, which is
owned, in part, by attorney Robert
Kraus of Scotch Plains.
Stating that their close associations
with Mr. Kraus, who represents them
in other legal matters, posed a conflict of interest, several other board
members recused themselves from
the hearing as well. This left the board
with only four members, which was
less than the required five needed to
vote on this application. The board
decided to postpone the hearing until
other, absentee board members could
attend the hearing.
Fanwood Plaza Partners is seeking
a bifurcated use variance. The first
part of the application is to purchase
and develop a wooded lot off of Old

South Avenue as a parking lot.
Mr. Kraus told the board that this
parking lot was necessary to eliminate the need for employees of
Children’s Specialized Hospital, who
work in an administrative building on
Old South Avenue, to cross South
Avenue to the main parking lot. Mr.
Kraus stated that it was a safety issue.
If this application is approved, the
applicant, along with his partner, intend to purchase the parking lot across
the street, in back of Children’s Specialized Hospital, to develop commercially with a bank and a day care
center.
The second application depends on
approval of the first, which would
provide parking for the administrative building.
Mr. Walsh, who lives on Old South
Avenue, told The Times that a parking
lot abutting his backyard would considerably reduce the quality of life
and privacy which he and his neighbors now enjoy and would devalue
his home. He intends to present a
professional planner to testify before
the board at a subsequent meeting on
his behalf.
Board Chairman Gregory
Cummings asked Mr. Kraus why now,
after so many years, he and his partner were suddenly concerned with
the safety of the hospital’s employees

who have been crossing South Avenue to park their cars for many years.
Mr. Kraus explained that this has
always been a safety issue, and that
other solutions were attempted in the
past to make crossing South Avenue
safer for the employees.
According to Mr. Kraus, he will
also present a professional planner
and a traffic expert at a subsequent
meeting.
A second application requesting
several variances and easement relief
will also be continued to the board’s
next meeting. Richard Trigo, who
owns the property at 25 Elm Street,
submitted an application proposing
to knock down a garage at this address and build a Cape Cod house.
The property is located behind a
house that fronts onto Martine Avenue. The Martine Avenue house has
a driveway that extends from Elm
Street to the back of that house, which
would run parallel to the new driveway of the proposed house, creating
the necessity of easement relief. The
proposed home would also exceed
maximum coverage for a lot of this
size, requiring a side-yard variance

and bulk variance.
Board members stated to the applicant that they were reluctant to grant
these variances, citing the need to
avoid “McMansionitis,” the inappropriate development of a house too
large for the lot or the neighborhood.
Construction supervisor Bill
Wilkins displayed photos of the proposed house to the board, stating that
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Spring Ahead!
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Westfield School Board Officials Say Budget Town BOE Ratifies New
Three-Year Contract
Impacted By Special Education, Flat State Aid
With 500-Member WEA

WESTFIELD — Increasing special
education costs, flat state aid and a new
law lowering the use of surplus funds to
offset property taxes are factors impacting the Westfield public schools’ proposed $77.2 million budget for the 20052006 school year, school officials revealed last Thursday during an interview
in the offices of The Westfield Leader.
The result is a 5 percent hike in the
school tax levy, bringing it to $66,025,201
which, if approved by voters, will increase local school taxes by 18 cents per
$100 of assessed valuation, or $324 for
a home assessed at $180,000. The overall $77 million spending plan is up 4.85
percent over last year.
“It (the tax levy) is smaller than some
of the previous years but still a significant hike,” Superintendent of Schools
Dr. William Foley said.
“The community has pretty much overwhelmingly supported school budgets,”
continued Dr. Foley. “The point is, how
long can this go on?” The last school
budget to be defeated was in 1994.
State aid for Westfield will be $4.6
million this year, which is 7 percent of
the total budget. Two years ago, the
district received $4.9 million.
Last year, the board passed an initial
budget with a 19-cent hike in property
taxes. Following the passing of state
legislation, S-1701, the district had to
reduce the surplus it kept on reserve. As
a result, the district had to apply another
$720,000 in its surplus to the revenue
side of the 2004-2005 budget, which
reduced last year’s tax levy increase to
15 cents but lowered the district’s reserve, or “rainy day fund,” for emergency appropriations, officials explained.
Salaries and wages, including teachers and administrators, total $6,462,183,
according to Business Secretary Robert Berman, accounting for 78.3 percent of the budget. Of that amount,

instructional salaries total $35,303,337;
non-instructional, $7,364,202, an and
administrative, $3,794,644.
Looking at this year’s budget, Board
Vice President Ginny Leiz said, “Without question, every single school board
member is distressed and concerned
about the impact of what our school
budget is going to do to property taxes.”
Ms. Leiz said the district in previous
years kept 4 to 6 percent in the fund
balance, which allowed for emergency
funds for capital improvements, for special education tuition, and for in-district special education costs.
Due to the signing into law of S-1701,
the board has placed $1.8 million in this
year’s budget as a revenue item. But due to
this option, Ms. Leiz explained, the district’s
fund balance will be much lower. The
legislation required the district to drop its
fund balance to 2 percent of its operating
budget last year and 3 percent this year.
“We anticipate that what we are going to have to keep available to us will
not leave any monies to give into the
budget to offset the tax increase” for
next year, Ms. Leiz said.
Dr. Foley indicated the district would
likely be left with around a million dollars in its fund balance for emergencies.
“This year 18 cents is bad enough.
But next year, if the state does not give
us any new state aid … you are talking
about right at the top six tax points that
we have to assess the homeowners of
Westfield, even if we don’t increase the
budget,” Dr. Foley said.
“Our auditor was always very happy
with our commitment; that we had a
reserve balance,” Ms. Leiz said. She
called this year’s fund balance “an uncomfortably low reserve.”
“But it deals with some short-term
political issues in Trenton,” Dr. Foley
responded, noting the school budget
around the next year will see “an enormous spike” in school taxes.
With this in mind, Board President

‘Not Guilty’ Pleas
Entered by Protesters
By DAVID GIALANELLA
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD — Though they have
all entered not guilty pleas, according
to Westfield Municipal Court Administrator Linda Chieffo, only one of
four people arrested during demonstrations against President Bush on
March 4 was arraigned on March 23.
Thomas Silva, 40, of Patterson appeared at the municipal court and entered a plea of not guilty for the charge
of disorderly conduct, or a “petty disorderly persons offense.”
Several other arrests were made
during the President’s appearance at
the National Guard Armory in
Westfield to discuss his proposal to
privatize Social Security, including
Jonathan Spitz, 41, and Emily Colvin,
18, of Westfield, and Gabrielle Hanlon,
21, of New Brunswick.
Congressmen Robert Menendez and
Frank Pallone and others spoke at a
rally at Clark Street and Ferris Place

that morning, where the protest began. The rally was organized by New
Jersey Citizen Action.
Protesters went on to neighborhoods
adjacent to the armory where they
were met by police barricades. A total
of nine were arrested including five
juveniles.
During last week’s arraignment,
Municipal Court Judge Brenda Cuba
defined the charges at Mr. Silva’s request. She explained that a disorderly
conduct charge indicates “improper
behavior” for the “purpose to cause
public inconvenience or alarm.”
Mr. Silva was informed that he must
apply for the public defender’s services or submit an attorney’s letter of
representation by Saturday, April 30.
A trial date will then be scheduled.
If found guilty, Mr. Silva may be
sentenced to up to a $500 fine and/or
30 days in jail.
Mr. Spitz is scheduled for a court
appearance on Thursday, May 5.

Riegel said the board is still trying “to
deliver a great education and trying to
manage the cost that we can manage and
try to live with the tax situation in general, and than the specific rules that the
state has added that made us manage our
money differently than we would have.”
When asked if the New Jersey Education Association is helping in addressing issues such as special education costs and rising school taxes, Dr.
Foley said the association has not been
much help to districts.
“They are essentially a lobbying
group and they are part of the problem,
not part of the solution,” Dr. Foley
responded.
He said part of the reason for the
increasing school budgets is enrollments
spikes. The district has over 1,000 more
students since the 1997-1998 school
year, which has resulted in the hiring of
an additional 50 teachers. Enrollment
at Westfield High School is up 500
students, to 1,800, since 2002.
Also impacting the budget is special
education, which represents 21 percent, or
$15 million of the total budget. Dr. Foley
said the district only receives around $4
million in special education aid.
“I think all this business of Constitutional conventions is a waste of time.
There is only one thing the state could
do for Westfield and probably for most
school districts. And that is helping us
control special education (costs). And
they can do that in two ways. One, they
can begin to contribute the fair share to
the taxpayers in Westfield for the programs that they mandated us to run,”
said Dr. Foley.
The district employs 26 special education staff, an increase of 13 or 14 over
the past six to seven years. Seventeen
percent of the district’s 5,800 plus students are designated as classified for

eligibility for special education programs, which is on par with the state’s
average, Dr. Foley said.
Currently, the district has 117 students placed in programs outside of the
district, which accounts for $4 million in
tuition expenses. Most of Westfield’s
state aid is for special education costs,
school officials said. The district is paying in excess of $40,000 for 52 students.
“The average cost is $58,000 per
student,” said Ms. Leiz.
“It’s not that we want to pit general
education parents against special education parents,” said Ms. Riegel. “But it
costs a whole lot more and it comes out
of the same pot of money.”
The state is supposed to reimburse
the district for any amount in excess of
$40,000 per child. Yet, Ms. Riegel said,
the district is lucky if it receives 25
percent of that amount.
Westfield applies each year for the
federal IDEA grant for special education costs. Dr. Foley said the district
receives a million dollars in funding
from this grant.
In an effort to reduce special education costs, the district is looking to
initiate programs in-district to reduce
the costs of out-of-district placements.
In the fall, Westfield will be starting a
program for autistic children at a cost
of $95,000 for a teacher and two aides.
“Autism is becoming one of the major forms of learning disabilities that
we’re contending with in Westfield,”
said Dr. Foley.
The district is required to fund programs for special education from age 3 to
21, officials said. The district currently
has six sections of pre-school special
education classes that meet for a half-day.
The school tax levy will go before
voters on Tuesday, April 19, from 2 to 9
p.m.

By PAUL PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Board of Education Tuesday night ratified a new three-year contract with the
Westfield Education Association
(WEA). The new pact, which will become effective July 1, was ratified by
the WEA on March 17.
The agreement calls for annual increases of 4 percent for WEA members.
The WEA represents close to 500
teachers, nurses, librarians, guidance
counselors, social workers and school
psychologists. With a starting salary of
$50,000, Westfield has the highest starting salary for teachers in New Jersey.
Board member Arlene Gardner responded that “our high starting salary
allows us to attract the best teachers.”
“We think we got a great settlement
rate, given where other districts are
settling right now,” Board President
Anne Riegel, who chaired the board’s
negotiating team, said during an interview in the offices of The Westfield
Leader last Thursday.
Kathy Zippler, chief negotiator for
the WEA, said “We are very pleased.”
She said the contract was “overwhelmingly ratified” by WEA members.
”It is our job to work together to
make the best school system possible,” Ms. Zippler said.
School officials said under the new
agreement WEA members will pay $10
co-pays for generic drugs, an increase
of $2, and $25 for non- generic drugs,
up from $15, through the district’s managed care health plan with Oxford
HealthCare.
Superintendent of Schools Dr. William Foley said he expects this change to
result in a savings of approximately
$150,000 for the district.
“The association worked with us,
knowing that the district was facing
financial limitations,” Dr. Foley said.
“This year, the district changed health
care providers, which is saving us another $582,000 in the 2005-2006 school
year.”
Ms. Riegel added that, “Dollar-wise,
that was one of the best things we could
do for the whole district.”
Under another change in the new
contract, members who are covered
under a spouse’s health insurance cov-

Area Taxpayers Will Foot Bill
For Sewerage Plant Upgrade
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

for the other seven RVSA member
towns.
The fee increases are already being
felt locally as municipalities put the
finishing touches on this year’s local
government budgets and look at future
years’ spending priorities.
While not a budget buster, the in-

Planning Bd.
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

it was a small, 32-foot wide, Cape Cod,
congruent with other homes in the
neighborhood.
Mr. Wilkins told the board that to
stay within the available footprint the
house could not exceed 25 feet wide,
which he felt was too small to be aesthetically pleasing or comfortable.
Board members agreed to postpone
the application to give them an opportunity to see the lot and other homes in
the neighborhood before voting.
A third application, requiring a sideyard setback variance for a bathroom
addition at 90 Montrose Avenue will
also be continued to the next meeting,
after board members have had an opportunity to visit that site.
Board members cited that the applicants, Philip and Ethel Paoletti, have
already been granted several permits
to increase the impervious coverage
of their property. Board members
stated that they would be more amenable to permitting the bathroom addition in the rear of the house, on an
existing patio, which would not require a variance and would not increase the impervious coverage.
However, Mr. Paoletti said this location would not suit his need if he had to
construct the bathroom off of the two
downstairs bedrooms.
The Woodcliff Development application for a major subdivision, proposing
to build five houses at Beverly Avenue
and Ginder Place, has been withdrawn.
Mr. Kraus, attorney for the applicant, told The Times that the applicant
has not communicated with him the
reasons for the delay.
The next agenda meeting of the board
will be held on Monday, April 18 and
the next regular meeting of the Planning Board will be held on Wednesday,
April 27, both at 7:30 p.m.
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creased RVSA fees “do make it tough”
to manage the municipal budget, said
Westfield Town Administrator Jim
Gildea.
As the utility’s third largest member,
Westfield is looking at average fee increases of around $500,000 annually
between now and 2010, which is equal
to about three tax points.
“On top of some of the other mandated expenses” in the annual Westfield
budget, “you’re looking at multiple tax
points,” Mr. Gildea told The Leader.
He said he was hopeful that some
state assistance and federal aid might
help RVSA offset some of the costs of
the upgrade, although he admitted that
any aid, once it is spread among the 11
member towns, would have a relatively
small effect on fee obligations.
“The only good news,” Mr. Gildea
said, “is that going forward, we’ll have
a (sewer) system that should hold itself
for years.”
“It’s mind boggling,” said Scotch
Plains Township Manager Thomas
Atkins of the RVSA fee increases, calling them “brutal” and “awful.”
A more-than-doubling of the
township’s annual assessment between now and 2010 — more than
$900,000 — equals about eight or
nine tax points in Scotch Plains, he
told The Leader. He pointed out that
the average household property tax
bill to finance local government activities is about $1,500.
“Most people don’t realize that about
10 percent [of their tax bill] is for sanitary sewers,” which besides RVSA also
includes the Plainfield Area Regional
Sewerage Authority, of which Scotch
Plains is also a member. By the end of
the decade, factoring in the coming fee
increases, Mr. Atkins said it’s possible
that 15 percent of the municipal portion
of the average property tax bill in Scotch
Plains could be earmarked for sewers
and related services.
Officials in Garwood and
Mountainside have also cited big increases in RVSA fees in their own budget deliberations.
One way that RVSA is trying to ease
the burden for its member towns, Joan
Papen told The Leader, is by spreading
the costs of the upgrade program over a
30-year period instead of 20 years. She
said a 40-year time frame was first
considered, but RVSA officials concluded that the costs would have been
“prohibitive.”
RVSA will finance the program
through New Jersey Environmental Infrastructure Trust Bonds and Capital
Appreciation Bonds, with a 2 percent
interest rate for the first 20 years. After
that, RVSA will have to borrow again
for the remaining 10 years at whatever
the prevailing interest rates are at that
time.
Despite the high costs of the facility
upgrades, Mr. Tokarski said, noting that
the utility’s rates are one of the lowest in
the state, said he was confident that
“we’ll have fairly attractive rates when
all is said and done.”

erage, may opt out of the district’s
health plan and receive an annual stipend of $700 to $2,500 annually, depending on their health plan.
“That would be an addition to the
increase in annual pay” members would
receive from lower payroll deductions,
said Board Secretary and Business Administrator Robert Berman.
School officials noted that under New
Jersey’s Domestic Partnership Act,
which became effective July 10, 2004,
the state’s discrimination law was
amended concerning health insurance
programs and pension benefits.
“As part of its bargaining agreement.
The WEA requested that this discretionary provision be included in their
health insurance benefit package,” officials said in a press release issued to
The Leader.
Mr. Berman said it was too early to
tell how this change will impact future
budgets, noting that he was not sure
how many staff would qualify under
the new law. Salaries and wages account for 78.3 percent of the school
board’s proposed $77.2 million budget.
Under the new contract, starting salaries for teachers with a bachelor’s degree
in the first grade of the district’s salary
guide will be $49,653 in the first year,
$51,453 in the second year and $53,333
in the third year of the agreement
The starting wage for teachers with
master’s degrees will be $52,543 in
the first year, $54,553 in the second
year, and $56,733 in the third year.
WEA members with a masters degree and 30 credits will earn $54,969
in the first year, $56,769 in the second year and $58,649 in the final
year of the agreement. Staff with
doctorate degrees will be paid a starting wage of $57,876 in 2005-2006,
$59,678 in 2006-2007 and $61,558
in 2007-2008.
The WEA negotiating team was head
led by Ms. Zippler and included Michael
Seiler, WEA President; Mark Pastir,
Mary Ann Sepe, Kathleen Kopec; Jeffrey Robbins, David Taylor, Dominick
Ceccio and Jeffrey Knight.
The board’s team was headed by
Ms. Riegel and included Vice President Ginny Leiz, Beth Cassie, Julia
Walker and Assistant Superintendent of Human Services Margaret
Dolan.

BOE Passes $67 Mil. Budget,
$58.7 Mil. School Tax Levy
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

the athletic teams and the establishment of the Diversity Council. He reminded everyone about the events that
led up to the formation of the council –
the racial comments that were posted
on the Internet and the walls of the high
school.
The council, said Mr. Whitehouse,
was “something that we can take the
bad and make it good.”
Mrs. Woerner also reminded voters
to come out and cast their ballots on
April 19. She noted that in previous
years, the budget has passed by a very
slim margin, and that everyone concerned with education should participate in the budget approval process. In
particular, she referred to voter data
that showed a lack of parent turnout at
elections.
“The parents are the people not voting,” stated Mrs. Woerner.
A question was raised as to what
happens if the voters do not approve the
budget. Anthony Del Sordi, the board’s
business manager, explained that meetings would take place between the board
and the governments of Scotch Plains
and Fanwood.
The governing bodies of each town
would then determine the tax levy. In
essence, said Mr. Del Sordi, the governments would take away the voters’
power to approve the budget.
Board member Lance Porter referred
to the budget as a “maintenance budget,” referring to the fact that many cuts
had to be made to fall in line with state
requirements.
Mr. Porter and Mr. Whitehouse
agreed that the 2005-2006 budget does
not represent a comprehensive view of
what the board desires in terms of funding.
“A blue sky budget this is not,” commented Mr. Whitehouse.
There was also a brief public hearing, during which only one member of
the public – Jim Cates of Scotch Plains
– commented on the budget. He confirmed with the board that the only
increase in the budget comes in salaries and benefits, while the other areas
recognize decreases in funds.
Board President Linda Nelson added
that in terms of salaries, “we have little
control year to year.”
Following the presentation and discussion, the budget was approved unanimously.
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In other board business, it was announced through a letter to the board
that all poll workers district-wide will
see an increase in wages. Poll workers
will now receive $10 per hour, a substantial increase from last year.
Mrs. Nelson explained that while the
board may not agree with the increase,
it has no legal recourse and must comply with county regulations.
Board member Tom Russo noted that
the increases over the last two years
have come as a result of what Union
County calls lower-than-average wages
for district poll workers.
Mr. Russo pointed out that the district has never had a problem attracting
people to work the polls, and that such
increases may be uncalled for.
“Why pay more than you have to?”
asked Mr. Russo.
Board members also viewed a presentation made by Scotch PlainsFanwood High School’s television production students, led by teacher Bill
McMeekan.
Mr. McMeekan explained that high
school programming airs 99 hours
during the week, but that Monday
evening is the only primetime slot
(after 7:30) for their programs. For
each minute of airtime, they shoot
approximately one hour’s worth of
footage.
In addition to local events, the television students have also worked with
Westfield High School, The Westfield
Leader and The Times, and the Town of
Westfield.
Rob Dawson, a host of the studentproduced show “The Sports Cronies,”
commented that while the money budgeted for the television production program could be better, the students still
work extra-hard to ensure a quality
finished product.
“We do more with less,” said Rob.
The board also paid tribute to board
member Susan Dyckman of Fanwood,
as Tuesday evening was her final meeting as a member of the board.
Mrs. Woerner recognized the amount
of devotion Mrs. Dyckman gave to special interest groups during her three
years on the board.
“I think you’ve done a lot for the
board…(you) recognize and know
about events we should have known
about,” Mrs. Woerner said.
Board member Craig Nowlin praised
Mrs. Dyckman as “exactly what’s
needed in a board member,” adding that
he “value(s) your integrity, your purpose, and your steadfast belief in all of
our children.”
For her part, Mrs. Dyckman – who
was presented with a special resolution
– recognized the different perspectives
that have become a part of the board.
She acknowledged that while unique,
each perspective is a “valued perspective.”
“I have every confidence…that you
will continue to look out for our
students,” Mrs. Dyckman said to the
board.
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Westfield Community Center News

By Westfield School Board Candidate Steve Dorry

Happy Birthday Mr. Brown

eBooks In The Classroom
Would Save District Money

By SASHA SCHWARTZ
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The fact that Wallace
Brown happens to be our president and
on the board of directors, I may as well
start with his history, especially since he
has been intertwined with the Center
since childhood.
Mr. Brown was born in Westfield and
graduated from Westfield High School
in 1951, and enlisted in the U.S. Marines
Corps in January of the same year. He
served in Korea from 1952 to 1953 and
was awarded a letter of commendation
with Combat V for services performed
with G-2 Intelligence Section, First Marine Division F.M.F. Pacific, while on
duty in Korea.
In 1954 he was employed by the Internal Revenue Service as a clerk and advanced to Tax Technician, Internal Revenue Agent. He retired as a Treasury
Law Enforcement Special Agent in 1986.
During the 1968 Presidential Campaign,
Mr. Brown was detailed to the U.S.
Secret Service assisting in the protection of Hubert Humphrey. Since 1993
Mr. Brown has been employed as an
auditor for the State of New Jersey,
Department of Labor and Workforce
Development. (What a remarkable man!)
Mr. Brown’s great-uncle, Charles
Wallace Mulford, was a founding member of the Community Center in 1935
when it was called the Toy Lending
Library. At that time, used toys were
refurbished for children and given to
those who couldn’t afford new ones. It
was located at 462 West Broad Street,
just two blocks from its present location.
The Center is always bubbling with
ideas and activities under the adminis-

tration of Thelma May Smith, along
with her capable staff of Rosalyn and
Ruth. The Center plans many activities
for children and seniors. For children,
there is an after-school program from
2:30 to 6 p.m., five days per week. The
program provides homework supervision, crafts and games, and hot lunches.
The summer takes on a camp-like atmosphere with swimming, sports and trips
that are fun as well as educational. Since
Thelma has been at the helm (about two
years) attendance in the after-school program increased from 11 to 30 children.
The Senior Program consists of small
groups of bridge and pinochle players;
an electronic keyboard is available for
those who are interested; one day sewing classes with Isadora; a four-day balanced exercise program adaptable to the
individual; as well as arts and crafts to
motivate the mind and body. Ceramic
and computer classes will resume in
April. Hot lunches are served five days
a week, courtesy of Union County.
In addition to being the coordinator,
Rosalyn drives the bus so we can go on
outings for shopping and lunch every
Friday. The bus is also used to pick up
children who attend the Center’s afterschool program. Our little bus is tired
and gets sick every so often.
The reality is that we need a second
bus, but due to insufficient funding there
is no grant in sight. Without reliable
transportation the Center cannot operate adequately. Our building also needs
constant repairs. What we need is a
“Miracle on West 558 Broad Street.” No
wonder Thelma can’t sleep. Pray with
me for a miracle.
Our motto is: The fellowship of the
world begins in one’s neighborhood.
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BASKETBALL EXPERTS...Ryan, Jackie and Jerry at Hershey’s Delicatessen in
Westfield claim they correctly picked the Final Four in the NCAA Basketball
Tournament, and that they’re going with Illinois to take it all. Pictured above,
from left to right, are: Ryan Mann, Jackie Williams and Jerry Lipshitz.

Speeding Cited By Residents
As Concern at Intersections
By DAVID DANESE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Speeding motorists represented the primary concern
among those in attendance at last
Wednesday’s community outreach
meeting, the second in a series of two
sponsored by the Town Council’s Public Safety, Transportation and Parking
Committee and the Westfield Citizens’
Traffic Advisory Committee.
In particular, residents pointed out
the tendency for drivers to accumulate speed along North Avenue,
Lawrence Avenue, and Elm Street,
creating unsafe conditions at the problem areas under discussion.
Gordon Meth, a traffic engineer for
the consulting firm of Keller &
Kirkpatrick, which has been hired by
the town to develop a traffic safety
improvement plan, was on hand to
guide the discussion and gather input
from residents.
In the meeting’s opening segment,
which dealt with the intersection of
Tuttle Parkway and North Avenue,
the central problem was identified as
a combination of excessive speed and
high traffic volume.
Mr. Meth reported that at peak
times, 1,200 cars per hour travel along
North Avenue, leading to excessive
delays for drivers attempting to cross
North Avenue at Tuttle Parkway.
Furthermore, according to Mr.
Meth, the problem is compounded by
the lack of adequate street lighting
and the presence of view-obstructing
hedges at the intersection.
From there, the discussion moved
on to traffic safety in the area around
Franklin School, with the predominant issue being speeding vehicles on
Elm Street and Newton Place. New
Jersey Transit’s No. 59 bus received
particularly harsh criticism for regularly traveling at excessive speeds on
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Elm Street, and attendees reported
that the speeding problem was exacerbated by the absence of speed limit
signs on Elm.
Also causing concern was the clogging of roads around Franklin School
during drop-off and pickup hours.
Resident Christine Serratelli complained that cars parked on Watchung
Fork during pickup times consistently
make the street impassable to two
way traffic.
Drawing a contrast to the situation
at Watchung Fork, Mrs. Serratelli
went on to praise the school crossing
guard for vigilantly enforcing parking restrictions on Elm Street, stating
delightedly, if somewhat hyperbolically, “you cannot [park and] get out
of your car or that crossing guard will
kill you.”
The meeting closed with a session in which residents discussed
problems on Lawrence Avenue at
its intersections with East Dudley
Avenue and Walnut Avenue. While
the speed of traffic along Lawrence
as a whole was cited as a concern,
the majority of the discussion dealt
specifically with problems at
Lawrence and Dudley.
As the intersection is currently set
up, cars on Dudley Avenue have the
right-of-way, with Lawrence Avenue
motorists encountering stop signs in
both directions. According to Mr.
Meth, this fact, combined with the
heavy volume of traffic moving along
Dudley during peak hours, has made
the intersection of Lawrence and
Dudley exceedingly difficult for drivers on Lawrence Avenue to cross.
Also contributing to the danger at
Lawrence and Dudley, residents
claimed, is the fact that cars on
Lawrence frequently fail to obey their
stop sign, making it, in the words of
resident Maureen Rothfelder, “almost
impossible for kids to cross at that
intersection.”
Another factor complicating navigation of the intersection is that
motorists seeking to travel straight
across Dudley on Lawrence often
pass along the right-hand side of
drivers attempting to turn left onto
Dudley, in the process obstructing
the view onto Dudley for those leftturning drivers.

WESTFIELD — From the telephone to the printing press, technological innovation has always led to a
more efficient and cost-effective means
of accomplishing tasks. The advent of
the computer and technology and its
inevitable integration into our education system is no exception.
The prospect of introducing electronic textbooks on laptops and eBook
reading devices in our schools has
many practical advantages. Experts
predict that eBooks will become
mainstream over the next five years,
not as a replacement but as a supplement to classroom instruction.
Digital technology offers the promise of an improved teaching and learning experience. Students will have
instant access to lesson notes and
related digital curricular resources
through a secure, structured online
environment. Access to this technology will develop and hone research
skills. Extended communication can
be attained through individual access
and communication, interaction with
tutorial support and subject experts.
Students can engage in online discussions and peer group activities in
a collaborative learning environment.
Teachers can use digital technology to distribute homework assignments and reading lists, hand out
course notes and lesson plans, and
replace a variety of other printed documents by “beaming” a document to
the student’s handheld device.
Students can start an assignment at
school on a desktop, transfer it to a
handheld and finish it at home on the
family computer. Assignments can
be stored, submitted and accessed
online, enabling real collaboration.
Digital textbooks allow for electronic
bookmarking and highlighting, keyword searches, electronic mail, links

to Web resources for the subject topic
and ways for teachers to customize
information for their classes.
Digital textbooks are significantly
less expensive than printed copies
saving the school district money. Digital publishing companies can create
supplemental curriculum materials
and manuals that can immediately be
downloaded, forever ending the problem school districts face with outdated textbooks. Administrators can
create school-related handbooks,
manuals and other materials. Parents
can access their child’s progress at
school online.
The emergence of e-textbooks over
the over the next few years means an
end to carrying overloaded 20-pound
backpacks to and from school. School
libraries will become virtual libraries
where students can checkout books
by downloading them virtually eliminating the need and costs associated
with maintaining library facilities.
Interactive textbooks integrating
sound and video will make learning
more enjoyable. The possibilities with
digital technology are endless.
As with any new technological advancement, there is always a contingent of people who are hesitant about
adopting new technology and I agree
that adoption of programs to introduce digital technology in our schools
must be done in a controlled and
measured manner.
However, we also need to embrace
the vast possibilities and opportunities that a measured integration of
digital technology into our schools
will reap for our children. As a member of the board of education, I pledge
to work with the school district in
further exploring technological initiatives to further enhance the learning experiences of our children.

Sheriff Tells of His 2005
Agenda and 2004 Record
COUNTY — The Union County
Sheriff’s Office said it provided more
than $3.5 million in taxpayer savings
to local communities in 2004 while
meeting all of its budget objectives.
Sheriff Ralph Froehlich highlighted
savings from key initiatives, including
the Sheriff’s Labor Assistance Program (SLAP) ($1.2 million) and the
Municipal Transport Program
($557,057). Both programs showed
increases in revenue from 2003 figures.
SLAP is a voluntary alternative to
incarceration for nonviolent offenders. Participating offenders assist communities in cleaning streets and parks
and work on other worthwhile projects
under law-enforcement supervision.
Offenders with special skills – for
example, from carpentry to computers
– can put their talents to work while
serving their sentences in the SLAP
program. In 2004, SLAP offenders
worked a total of 3,586 labor days
while avoiding costly incarceration.
The Sheriff’s officers handle the
transportation of prisoners between

local lockups and the County Jail and
Courthouse. Local police departments
are spared the expense. The Sheriff’s
Office handled 8,183 municipal and
court transports in 2004.
Key initiatives for the Sheriff’s
Office in 2005 will include: Coordinating Homeland Security resources
and terrorism-prevention tools in cooperation with federal, state and local officials, as well as the private
sector; Providing modern, professional criminal and arson-related
crime-scene investigation to law enforcement agencies throughout
Union County; Enhancing the level
of security throughout the Union
County Complex with improved
training and increased focus on parking areas and satellite offices in order to create a safer atmosphere for
workers and visitors; Completing an
upgrade of the County pistol range,
for use by law-enforcement personnel from throughout the County; Promoting an understanding of the
Sheriff’s Office and its role in the
community.
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County Surrogate LaCorte
Tells of Outreach Program
AREA — Union County Surrogate
James LaCorte met with a record
number of constituents in 2004 and
his office will continue to expand its
community outreach initiatives in
2005, the Surrogate announced last
week.
“Sharing important information
about wills, estates and related matters is a significant part of my job.
When people arm themselves with
the information they need, they are
better able to provide for their families and their heirs,” Surrogate
LaCorte said. “I will continue to make
the Surrogate’s Office more accessible and available to those residents
in need of our services,” Surrogate
LaCorte said.
The office is financially self-sufficient. Its staff and services are primarily funded entirely through user fees,
not tax dollars.
The Union County Surrogate’s Court
debuted three new brochures in 2004 to
assist residents with probate matters.
Also, the office instituted a new program at the Union County Police Academy in which the Surrogate explains
the necessity of a Power of Attorney
and a Last will and Testament.

Also in 2004: Surrogate LaCorte
made 51 speaking engagements before community groups; held 107
evening-hours appointments and 38
home appointments for the
housebound. The Surrogate’s Office
saw 4,211 in-office clients.
“My office helps the public deal
with sensitive issues for family members with a knowledge and professionalism that have set our office
apart,” Surrogate LaCorte said.
Surrogate LaCorte is available to
speak with community groups and
civic organizations as part of an initiative to better educate the public
about these important issues and related topics.
As the County Surrogate, Mr.
LaCorte is responsible for probating
wills and appointing executors, administrators, guardians and trustees
of decedents’ estates, among other
constitutionally mandated duties.
Before being elected in 1999, Surrogate LaCorte was an attorney in
private practice. Union County residents with questions about Probate
changes or related matters can call
the Surrogate’s office at (908) 5274280.

Codey Signs $1.3 Mil. Bill
To Remove Infested Trees
TRENTON – Acting Governor Richard Codey on Monday signed into
law legislation (S-2314) by state Senator Nicholas P. Scutari (D-22), which
provides $1.3 million in federal funding to remove thousands of trees in
Central Jersey that have been infested
by Asian Longhorn Beetles.
“This money will save thousands
of trees from the devastation caused
by the invasion of the Asian Longhorn Beetle in Central Jersey,” said
Senator Scutari. “If we don’t get this
Asian Longhorn Beetle infestation
handled quickly and thoroughly, the
lumber industry throughout the nation could be severely impacted.”
The funding, awarded by the United
States Department of Agriculture
(USDA), will be dedicated to assisting in the eradication of the Asian
Longhorn Beetle. The beetles attack
and kill maple and other hardwood
trees, and in order to stop the spread
of the beetles, the infected trees must
be cut down.
“It is unfortunate that we need to
cut down all of these trees, but that is
the only way to contain the infestation,” said Senator Scutari. “The

beetles have no natural predator in
the United States, and no pesticide
has proven effective against them. So
far, the most effective way to ensure
that we eradicate this pest is to check
areas where they have been spotted
and cut down and chip any trees that
are infested before they have the
chance to spread their destruction.”
USDA officials believe that the
Asian Longhorn Beetle entered the
United States inside wood packing
material that came from China. They
were first discovered in the U.S. in
Brooklyn in 1996.
“The wood chips that come from
the removed trees are used as fuel at
a local trash-to-steam plant. In addition, all infested trees will be replaced with new trees that are far less
susceptible to Asian Longhorn Beetle
attacks, through the state’s Community Forestry Program,” Senator
Scutari said.
In Middlesex and Union counties,
workers must remove about four or
five thousand trees before June 1. It is
necessary to get the work completed
before the re-emergence of the beetles
in the spring.

‘Crusades’ to Be Discussed
At Historical Soc. Meeting

GETTING READY…Union County Freeholder Chairman Rick Proctor (left)
speaks with Freeholder Chester Holmes (center) and Freeholder Vice Chairman
Al Mirabella during a recent meeting in preparation for TOPOFF3, the national
terrorism exercise to take place April 4-8.

Union County Prepares For
Terrorism Exercise, TOPOFF3
AREA — The TOPOFF Full Scale
Exercise (T3 FSE) will take place
from April 4-8, and involve more
than 10,000 participants representing more than 200 Federal, State,
local, tribal, private sector, and international agencies and organizations
and volunteer groups. The FSE offers
agencies and jurisdictions a way to
exercise a coordinated national and
international response to a large-scale,
multipoint terrorist attack. It allows
participants to test plans and skills in
a real-time, realistic environment and
gain the in-depth knowledge that only
experience can provide.
The TOPOFF 3 scenario will depict
a complex terrorist campaign and drive
the exercise play through the homeland security system, beginning in Connecticut and New Jersey, and leading
to national and international response.
Over the course of several days,
fire personnel will conduct search
and rescue, hospitals will treat the
injured (played by role players), subject-matter experts will analyze the
effects of the attack on public health,
and top officials will deploy resources
and make the difficult decisions
needed to save lives.
An internal Virtual News Network
(VNN) and news website will provide real-time reporting of the story
like an actual TV network would. The
mock media will keep players up-to-

date on unfolding events and enable
decision makers to face the challenge
of dealing with the real world media.
Only participating agencies can view
the VNN broadcast
There will be five venues: Interagency, Connecticut, New Jersey,
United Kingdom and Canada. The
New Jersey scenario involves a simulated biological attack in Union and
Middlesex Counties. The Connecticut scenario involves a simulated
chemical attack in New London.

WESTFIELD – “The History of East and assimilated in their new home
the Crusades” will be the topic of becoming a part of the Middle EastHassan (Sam) Mahmoud at the First ern population.
Wednesday Luncheon of
Mr. Mahmoud came to the
the Westfield Historical
United States 35 years ago
Society at noon, Wednesand is a 12-year resident of
day, April 6, at B.G. Fields
Westfield. He serves on the
Restaurant located at 560
boards of trustees of both the
Springfield Avenue in
Westfield Historical Society
Westfield.
and the Westfield Symphony
Mr. Mahmoud will reOrchestra. He has been a
late how, under the unworld traveler, author, lecfounded belief Christians
turer and a student of the hiswere being persecuted in
tory and culture of many
Sam Mahmoud
the Holy Land, the Eurocountries around the world.
peans under the banner of
He studied and observed the
the cross, waged seven military cam- many wonders of his own native counpaigns known as the Crusades against try, Egypt, and gave lectures there on
the Middle Eastern countries, mainly history, political science, Marine InsurSyria, Palestine and Egypt.
ance and International Trade. In the
Lasting over two centuries, from United States , he has published several
1095- 1291, religious zeal unleashed articles about history and politics in
a frenzy of hate and violence unprec- local newspapers.
edented before the scourge of Genghis
Regular attendees to the luncheon
Khan and the Fascist regimes of mod- will be contacted by a phone commitern Europe. Over three million people, tee of the Society to verify their reson both sides, perished in those wars. ervations. Space permitting, others
At the end of these misguided adven- may attend the luncheon by calling
tures, most of the crusaders returned (908) 233-2930 by noon, Monday,
to Europe while others settled in the April 4.

OWEN BRAND
Your Home-Town
MORTGAGE BANKER

Space Telescopes
Subject of Meeting
CRANFORD — Amateur Astronomers Inc. will conduct its monthly
membership meeting on Friday, April
15, at 8 p.m. in the Lecture Hall of the
Nomehegan Building at Union County
College located at 1033 Springfield
Avenue in Cranford.
A free lecture will be presented,
which is open to the public on “Next
Generation Space Telescope” by Dr.
David Spergel. Dr. Spergel is an astrophysicist at Princeton University.
Following the lecture, members and
guests will be invited to the nearby
William Miller Sperry Observatory.
Refreshments will be served. For
more information, please call (908)
276-STAR or visit www.asterism.org.

ISB MORTGAGE CO., LLC

Residential - Construction
Commercial - Bridge Loans
Local: (908) 789-2730
Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 26
obrand@isbmortgageco.com
Licensed Mortgage Bankers - NJ Dept. of Banking
Equal Housing Lender

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”
Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer
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DWI
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ss Dispute
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ation
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Disputes
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Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

(908) 232-8787
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
rjk722@aol.com

What do you call a miracle?
We call it the Cyberknife.

richardjkaplow.com

www.sg-cpas.com

Virtual surgery that can treat even
inoperable tumors.
Imagine if you had an inoperable tumor. Now, imagine if that
same tumor could be treated quickly, painlessly, and effectively,
without even making an incision. That’s the remarkable
technology behind the Cyberknife, which uses a combination of
robotics and sophisticated image-guidance technology to deliver
precisely targeted doses of radiation to hard-to-reach tumors in
the brain, spine and other parts of the body. And because it’s
non-invasive, treatment with the Cyberknife means no hospital
stay, and less recovery time. Overlook is proud to be the only
hospital in the Northeast to offer Cyberknife treatment, along
with one of the largest Cyberknife teams in the country. Our
patients call the Cyberknife a miracle. We call it proof of our
commitment to your health.

For All Your Tax &
Financial Service Needs

For more information call 1-800-247-9580
or visit www.atlantichealth.org

File Your Extensions With Us
Located at
282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023
Tel: 908-889-9500
Fax: 908-889-9501

Page 3

A member of

Page

4

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

Thursday, March 31, 2005

ABCDICTIONOPQRSTDECEPTIONUVWXYZ

The

The Westfield Leader

Scotch Plains – Fanwood

TIMES

— Established 1890 —

— Established 1959—

The Official Newspaper of the Town of Westfield
Legal Newspaper for Union County, New Jersey

Official Newspaper of the Borough of Fanwood
and the Township of Scotch Plains

Member of:
New Jersey Press Association
National Newspaper Association
Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce
Periodicals – Postage Paid at Westfield, New Jersey

Member of:
New Jersey Press Association • National Newspaper Association
Scotch Plains Business & Professional Association
Fanwood Business & Professional Association
Periodicals – Postage Paid at Scotch Plains, New Jersey

P.O. Box 250 • 251 North Avenue, West
Westfield, N.J. 07091

P. O. Box 368
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076

Tele: (908) 232-4407 • E-mail: editor@goleader.com • Web: www.goleader.com • Fax: (908) 232-0473

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to the offices of the newspapers at
P. O. Box 250, Westfield, New Jersey 07091
Published every Thursday by Watchung Communications, Inc.
Paul Peyton
Horace R. Corbin
Fred K. Lecomte
ASSIGNMENT EDITOR

PUBLISHER

MARKETING DIRECTOR

Suzette F. Stalker

David B. Corbin

Michael L. Bartiromo

COMMUNITY

ASSISTANT PUBLISHER & SPORTS

MARKETING PRODUCTION

Michelle Le Poidevin

Karen M. Hinds

Robert P. Connelly

ARTS & EDUCATION

OFFICE MANAGER

OPERATIONS & LEGALS

Ben Corbin
SERVICES

SUBSCRIPTION PRICE

One-year – $28 • Two-year – $52 • Three-year – $76 • One-year college (September to May) – $20

Can a Fix Be Found for Exploding
School Costs & State Mandates?
April 19 marks the call for voting on the area
public school budgets and to choose among those
seeking seats on the boards. Between now and then,
the school board members, PTOs and the superintendents will be hard at work promoting the budgets
to the voters in hopes of approval at the polls.
In our region, about two-thirds of property taxes
go to pay for the public schools. In the past several
years, property taxes in New Jersey have risen sharply,
particularly in this area. There appears to be no end
in sight to the climb, nor do the state leaders have a
plan to resolve matters. Worse yet, many of the state
leaders do not even have an inclination to address
this problem. This is of vast concern for homeowners,
for legislators seeking re-election and for the citizenry-at-large.
Ten years ago (1995), the public school budget for
Westfield was $47 million of which $41.5 million
was paid for by property taxes. The enrollment then
was 4,692 fulltime students plus 111 “others.”
Ten years ago (1995), the public school budget for
Scotch Plains-Fanwood was $39.7 million of which
$34.6 million was paid for by property taxes. The
enrollment then was 3,996 fulltime students plus 82
“others.”
Today (2005), the Westfield Public School system
requests a budget of $77 million of which $66
million is to be paid for by property taxes. The
enrollment today is reported to be 5,154 fulltime
students plus 926 “others.”
Similarly (2005), the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Public School system is requesting a budget of $67
million of which $58.7 million is to be paid for by
property taxes. The enrollment today is reported to
be 4,500 fulltime students plus 701 “others.”
In the 10-year span, the Westfield school budget
has increased from $47 million to $77 million (64percent). The fulltime enrollment has risen 10 percent,
but there has been an explosion in the size of students
classified as “others” (from 111 to 926). Counting
fulltime plus “others,” enrollment has risen 26.6
percent.
In the 10-year span, the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
budget has increased from $39.7 million to $67
million (69 percent). The fulltime enrollment has
risen 12.6 percent, but there has been an explosion in
the size classified as “others” (from 87 to 701).
Counting fulltime plus “others,” enrollment has risen
27.5 percent.

We’re not really sure who/what these “others” are,
but they seem to play a large role in the numbers.
Dr. William Foley, Superintendent of Westfield
Schools, told this newspaper that Special Education
costs mandated by the state now amount to $15
million this year in Westfield. Four-million dollars
of aid is expected from the state to pay for this
mandate. Similar complaints from other schools
systems in the area have been heard.
In our opinion, the size of the increase in school
expenditures cannot be fully explained by the increase in reported enrollment and general inflation
alone. Other services and amenities must be in the
programs – more teachers, gifted and special programs and smaller class sizes – and the “others?”
The state of New Jersey has not been a major factor
in providing funds to our schools, such as the state
does for Elizabeth, which accounts for 80 percent of
their funding. We remain largely on our own.
So it seems that because we are on our own, we
should do our utmost to avoid the state and their
unfunded mandates. The state seems only able to
penalize our success and they seem completely unable to correct the failures of others such as Newark,
Plainfield, Camden, Paterson and Elizabeth.
It’s a very complicated subject and we appreciate the
time given to us last week by Dr. Foley, Westfield
School Board President Anne Riegel and Vice President Ginny Leiz. They answered all the questions
asked, but we hardly knew enough to know what to ask.
We gathered that Dr. Foley believes that the property tax increases cannot continue forever. Sooner or
later there’s going to be a bust. Dr. Foley noted that
past Governor James McGreevey even left us with a
time bomb – one that will explode next year with
school budgets.
It goes like this: Schools were mandated to spend
down their cash reserves (surplus) this year and last
to give the appearance that property taxes are coming under control in time for this year’s governor and
legislator races. But next year, the bomb explodes
after they all are safely elected. There will be no cash
reserves and the artificially disguised costs this year
will return with a vengeance.
We sense someone must have some good ideas of
how to deal with this situation – Dr. Foley might be
one such person. We’d like to see a written action
plan by someone who knows and supported by those
who care.

Letters Reprinted from March 30, 1995

Strategic Planning Needed to Keep
Our Priorities for Schools in Focus
Considerable debate during this
election has centered on the subject of
change It is important, however, to
identify the kinds of change that are
needed. Change simply for the sake of
change is not the solution. Westfield
is well recognized for its quality education and high level of achievement.
We must not lose sight of this enviable
position.
The Board of Education must look
at new ways to continue these high
quality programs in a more cost-effective manner. This is where the community needs leaders with experience
and knowledge of the educational process to provide viable, equitable solutions.
Responsiveness to the citizens of
the community should be a primary
objective of each member on the board.
We must listen carefully and recognize the entire community as our constituency. Open lines of communication between the schools and community are imperative for a better understanding of the issues.
Maintaining a balance between concerns of board members, parents, professionals and community is a chal-

lenge. Board members must be able to
make difficult, and sometimes unpopular, decisions while addressing the needs
of the children and responding to the
needs and concerns of diverse community groups. Academic achievement is
central to this vision, but instructional
programs cannot be sustained without
maintenance and upgrades of our facilities, commitment to our goals, evaluation of the curriculum and development
of the professional staff.
In order for us to move forward, strategic planning is critical and must involve continuous re-evaluation to keep
our priorities in focus. To be effective,
planning and evaluation must be ongoing and responsive to changing conditions within the educational system,
the community and the state. Longrange plans should be consistent with
student needs and community expectations.
My highest priorities remain focused;
a sound education for every child and
an appropriate environment for learning. I will continue to work to identify
and address future needs and ensure the
provisions for continued excellence in
education.
Darielle Walsh
School Board Incumbent
Westfield

People, Including Teachers, Have
Concerns Over the Strategic Plan
I bring this letter from the Scotch
Plains Fanwood Education Association
signed by Mrs. Barbara McGuane, its
President, dated March 6, to your attention at this time, as it demonstrated the
wide concern about continuing on the
course of change identified in the board’s
five-year Strategic Plan. I quote as follows:
“Dear Dr. Sheldon: Please accept this
letter as a revision of our letter dated
March 6 in light of the Board of
Education’s timelines. In view of the
controversial nature of the Strategic Plan,
the Scotch Plains- Fanwood Education
Association strongly encourages the
Board of Education to consider whether
the Strategic Plan should, in fact, con-

tinue to be the best method for long-range
planning in the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
school district. We urge the members of
the Board of Education not to approve
any new goals for implementation prior
to review of the merits of the Strategic
Plan as a planning mode1.
This request of the Board of Education
by the teachers professional association
clearly shows that the concern over the
Strategic Plan is not limited to a small
group of disgruntled citizens as believed
by the board. There by misdirecting the
board’s decisions in this matter.
Albert J. Syvertsen
Board Member and Candidate
Scotch Plains
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School Bd. Has To Get
Financial Act Together
The school board of Westfield is wasting taxpayers’ money. The 1994-1995
budget was rejected by the voters. Last
year, Superintendent of Schools, Dr. Mark
C. Smith, Dr. Robert C. Rader, the board
Secretary, and school board members held
a meeting with the Town Council and the
Mayor. The school board explained that
if the budget they proposed was not passed,
there would be no money for repairs or
improvements to existing school buildings. The budget did get trimmed by
$765,000. But look around!
There have been improvements made
to Wilson School (gutters, roof and outside lighting), Franklin School (new gutters and roof repairs), Westfield High
School (new doors) and Tamaques School
(new blacktop). Where has the money for
these repairs and improvements come
from? Better yet, what could have the
extra $765,000 gone for?
A balanced budget is always a difficult
thing to achieve, but everyone, not just
the taxpayers, has to give up a little.
Examples: Eliminating exorbitant salary in- creases for teachers just because
they have received a doctorate degree.
This degree doesn’t automatically make
them a better teacher.
All employees of the school district
should be paying for one half of their
health insurance benefits, as is the standard in professional corporations today.
Eliminating longevity pay. Not to say
that we don’t appreciate what the administrators, teachers and others do for the
children of Westfield, but considering the
salaries they already receive, this is a perk
we can do without.
It cost the school board around
$200,000 in preparation expenses to propose the latest bond issue whish was
rejected by the taxpayers. Surely this waste
could have been eliminated by listening
to the taxpayers in the first place and by
formulating alternative plans.
The 1985 bond issue should be now
paid in full. If so, every household’s property tax should be decreased by the amount
they were assessed to pay for this bond.
In conclusion, there is no question that
the school board has built up a sizable
reserve from 1985 to 1994. We should
request a state audit of our district.
Changes must be made and new board
members elected.
Michael Sworen
Westfield

Letters to the Editor
President Is Trying to Do Right Thing:
Fix Social Security, Not Pass The Buck.
In response to Travis Hudelson’s letter
regarding Social Security, I again plead
for people to understand and research the
facts.
While I disagree with his comments on
our current federal deficit, his comments
only prove my original assertion that much
is misunderstood about Social Security
and the “trust fund.”
Any suggestion that a Social Security
funding problem is “40-plus years away”
is in disagreement with many highly regarded economists and think tanks of
both the liberal and conservative persuasion. Two facts are undeniable: Social
Security is a pay-as-you-go system; and
outflows will exceed inflow within about
12 years.
Yes, the bonds in the trust fund do carry
the full faith and credit of the U.S. government. However, without changes to
Social Security, we will need to begin to
pay down that debt in 2017.
The only way to do that is to increase
taxes or decrease government services.
It’s no more difficult than balancing your
checkbook – If your expenses exceed
your income, you end up in debt. The
current plan to use the trust fund to pay
benefits after 2017 is similar to using your
credit card to pay your mortgage.
Mr. Hudelson describes a situation
where America’s creditors are no longer
willing to purchase our debt as a reason
not to fix Social Security now. First, that
is certainly not our current situation, as
reflected by U.S. Treasury bonds continuing status in the capital markets as the

“risk-free” investment.
There is no risk that the U.S. government will be unable to pay its bills “today
and tomorrow.” Second, how can he be
comfortable with the value of bonds in the
Social Security trust fund being able to
fund future benefits, when he seems to
doubt America’s ongoing ability to issue
debt?
Based on his assertion, we should question the value of the bonds in the trust
fund, not be relying on them to be able to
pay future benefits. Apparently Mr.
Hudelson likes to have things both ways.
If anything, fixing Social Security now
alleviates the problems that Mr. Hudelson
sees.
The “senior executive and low-income
workers” analogy is completely flawed.
Remember that in the real world, the
“senior executives” (i.e. high wage earners) pay nearly all of the taxes, while the
“low-wage workers” pay very little in
taxes and are net consumers of government benefits. Tax rate cuts have repeatedly lead to growth in the economy and
increased tax revenues.
Based on Mr. Hudelson’s depiction of
our country as a business leaves me very
glad that he’s not our CEO. Apparently he
thinks nothing of promising workers a
retirement package, and then passing the
buck, or reneging on that promise if things
get too tough. President Bush is trying to
do the right thing – fix Social Security
now, not pass the buck.
Rich Johnston
Westfield

Bicycle Race in Westfield Disrupts
Neighborhoods for Area Residents
I was extremely upset to learn that the
Downtown Westfield Corporation was a
party to the second annual Westfield Classic Criterium bicycle race.
It is obvious that they do not live in the
neighborhood where the race is held. First
of all, the race begins at 7:30 a.m. Since
we begin our day in my household at 4:45
a.m. weekdays, we value our sleep on
weekends.
The noise that the race brings begins
long before 7:30 a.m. and renders sleep
impossible. Last year, I had to repeatedly
ask people, their dogs and their bicycles
to move off of my lawn. Some of them
were rude when asked to move. By the
end of the race, there were water bottles,
papers and tissues that I had to clean from
my property. My mother, who is 80 years
of age and handicapped, had difficulty

getting out of our driveway with her car
and greater difficulty getting back home.
The notice that the residents received
indicates that the race is being sponsored
by the “Cranford Bike Team/Carmichael
Training Systems.” Why isn’t it being
held in Cranford? Were they smart enough
not to allow the race in their town? Why
are we allowing our town to promote
“Carmichael Training Systems?” — it is
not a local business. I do not live in
Westfield to have large numbers of strangers walking about my neighborhood and
sitting on my lawn. Now that the race is on
a Saturday instead of Sunday, my household will need to do errands and will have
to leave and come back repeatedly. Is this
what you want where you live?
Janice Karlen
Westfield

Minnesota Tragedy Shows How
Rap Music Can Influence Kids
In regards to the nightmarish story in
Minnesota this past week, please let this
alert us as parents on how rap music is
influencing many of our children. Last
Monday, 16-year- old Jeff Weise went on
a rampage shooting to death his grandfather and grandfathers companion, than
invading his Minnesota school with two
pistols and a shot gun, and shooting nine
people, killing seven and injuring two
before shooting himself to death.
Music has influenced children for centuries. It influences their dress, their attitude, and respect. Growing up, you could
always tell by the way students dressed
and spoke the type of music they enjoyed.
If you wore a tee shirt and ripped jeans,
you were into Led Zeppelin, or the Stones.
If you were a real rocker, you had a faded
denim jacket with Leon Russell Live
across the back. If your hair was to your
shoulders, and work boots were the orthotics of choice. Top 40 listeners, had bell
bottoms, button down shirts, converse
colored sneakers, and styled hair covering the ear. R & B listeners were smooth
dressers, with silky shirts, and polyester
pants, and Sunday shoes. The listened to
Marvin Gay and Al Green.
I was totally confused because I liked
all music. My clothing choices were all
over the board. Today, almost all kids
look and dress the same. The explicit
music influence in this country is over-

whelming. Some hard rock and rap music
contain negative advice to our children.
They refer to negatively to the young
women of our society. They sing about
violence, and killing. Not only has it
influenced our youth, it has influenced
the parents, the media, and corporate
America.
The generation gap has defiantly narrowed. Children our wearing what they
want, saying what they want, watching on
cable what the want, and listening to
everything they want.
Everybody has a right to listen to what
makes them happy, until it affects other
people in a negative way. The horrors of
Columbine and Red Lake can’t continue.
Hard rock has always pushed the envelope in regards to music content. Rap
music evolved from hip hop, a fast tempo
poetry style of music. It was a way for the
singer to express what his feelings were.
When The Sugarhill gang broke out with
“Rappers Delight” in 1979, it was a delight. But somewhere in the last several
years, the words “hip hop” has been exchanged for explicit demeaning words.
Our children are sponges, they absorb
what they hear, and see. We have babies
killing babies across America. This is a
frightening fact.
“Look at me, I’ve been Shattered.”
Sam Vassallo
Westfield

There Are More Important Issues
Than Iraq War And Social Security
I’ve been reading with great hilarity
the recent “letters to the editor” regarding
the President and how it prompted the
deployment of so many protesters – especially as it came around the same time so
many New Jersey Democrats were being
arrested for improprieties.
Its ridiculous to be so concerned about
the war and Social Security and not care
about issues a little closer to home: property tax reform, the reasons Richard Codey
took over as Governor yet doesn’t get his
party’s endorsement now, a Governor
that hired his inexperienced “boyfriend”
for arguably the most important security
job created in this state in the last 50 years,
(inexperienced in security not in being a
“boyfriend”). I can say this because as
New Jersey politics “circles the bowl,” I
haven’t read about any brutal police/protestor confrontations in Trenton recently.
So for all those protestors (read: liberal
Democrat) who say the war has dragged
on:
It took less time to take Iraq than it took
Janet Reno to take the Branche Davidian
compound. That was a 51-day operation.
They’ve been looking for evidence of
chemical weapons in Iraq for less time
than it took Hillary Clinton to find the
Rose Law Firm billing records.
It took the Marines less time to destroy
the Medina Republican Guard than it
took Ted Kennedy to call the police about
Chappaquiddick.
It took less time to take Iraq than it took
to count the votes in Florida.

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4 p.m.
Weekend Sports - Monday 12 p.m.
Classifieds - Tuesday 12 p.m.
Ad Reservation - Friday 4 p.m.
Ad Submittal - Monday 12 p.m.

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com
For more information, see
www.goleader.com

And for the young lady who sees the
Westfield police and the war as nothing
more than Abu Graib, 47 countries have
re-established their embassies in Iraq,
3,100 schools have been renovated, 96
percent of Iraqi children under the age of
5 have received the first two series of
polio vaccinations.
There are now 1,192,000 cell phone
subscribers in Iraq and phone usage is up
158 percent. In addition, 1,100 construction projects are currently underway including schools, hospitals, clinics, railroad stations, oil, water, and electrical
facilities.
There were 39 combat related killings
in Iraq during January. There were 35
murders in the City of Detroit during
January.
God Bless this President, God Bless
our troops and their families. They are
truly heroes.
Nick Aloe
Scotch Plains
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Diction Deception
Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of diction?
If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!
All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.
Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Capybara – A large, tailless, partially web-footwed rodent of South
America
2. Ticpolonga – An extremely venomous Indian snake
3. Runcation – A weeding
4. Gingili – Sesame seed or the oil from
it
NULLIPARA
1. Useless; of little or no value
2. A woman who has not borne a child
3. A traitor; turncoat
4. Apathetic; disinterested
CLACHAN
1. A hamlet in the Highlands of Scotland
2. Solidified; hardened
3. A state of insensibility; numbness
4. Hanging in clusters, such as with
grapes
STREPITANT
1. Harsh; raspy
2. Oozing; seeping
3. Noisy, loud
4. Salty; saline
ERUCTATION
1. Shameful; corrupt
2. The act of belching
3. Swelling or state of being swollen
4. The act of stretching and yawning

Letters to
the Editor
Visitor Considers WF
Parking Policies As
Entrapment, Surprise
Editor’s Note: This letter was sent to
Westfield Mayor Gregory McDermott,
the clerk of the court and copied to Mr.
Dan Bane, CEO of Trader Joe’s.
Enclosed is payment of the fine for the
above referenced citation. I am paying
this under protest, and without admission
of guilt simply because I believe it is more
expeditious than to attempt to dispute the
citation.
However, I wish to convey my disappointment and surprise at the practice of
ticketing cars in Lot 8.
Clearly the Trader Joe’s (TJ) in
Westfield generates significant tax revenue and benefit to Westfield. As the only
Trader Joe’s in the area licensed to sell
wine and beer, consumers such as I from
Manhattan and surrounding areas make
monthly or even weekly pilgrimages to
Westfield. While in the town, we also
dine and shop and enjoy the many other
venues Westfield has to offer. We happily bring revenue into Westfield.
Having recently relocated back to New
York City from Santa Monica, Calif., my
one regret is that there is still no Trader
Joe’s in Manhattan (and when one does
finally appear, it is questionable whether
alcohol will be sold). So I gladly drive to
Westfield for my ‘fix’. I am also on the
board of a charity based in Scotch Plains
and make a TJ stop whenever I’m in the
neighborhood.
Yet it seems that the town chooses to
punish consumers by a conscious practice designed to entrap drivers into parking in Lot 8, resulting in parking fines.
These fines can hardly surpass the legitimate revenue generated by the store and
its shoppers, and create tremendous ill
will in the process.
When approaching from the street, there
is no legible, noticeable signage to help
drivers distinguish the Lot 8 driveway
from the one leading to the Trader Joe’s
lot. While there are two small signs at the
Lot 8 entrance, and others scattered around
the lot, they are not clearly legible (especially in the rain). A large sign should be
posted at the entrance to Lot 8 stating
‘Permit parking only Monday through
Friday – no Trader Joe parking except on
weekends’ and Trader Joe’s should post a
large sign at their driveway indicating
‘Trader Joe Parking’. Finally, a Permit
Parking sign should be posted in front of
every parking space in Lot 8.
I have parked in Lot 8 on weekdays
several times over the past two years and
never received a citation. The proximity of
the lot to Trader Joe’s and the lack of any
wall or fence separating it from the Trader
Joe’s property further confuse the issue.
In the spirit of good community relations, I hope that you see fit to not cash my
fine check, dismiss the citation, and take
positive steps to make the signage on lot
8 clear so that only intentional scofflaws
will be ticketed.
Otherwise, once Trader Joe’s does finally open a Manhattan store, Westfield
will see its Trader Joe’s attendance, and
the resultant revenue slip away. And to
Dan Bane, if you want investors in the
Manhattan store, give me a call!
Douglas Denoff
Manhattan, NY
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BOE’s Technological Focus
Should Be On Curriculum
WESTFIELD — When most
people think of technology and education, it is usually the software their
kids will be using on the classroom
computers. As in many towns,
Westfield’s educational technology
has become much more varied, ranging from PDA’s to presentation devices, to possible fiber optics between
schools and long-distance learning
with the need to teach the students,
teachers and staff how to use all of it.
The board’s chief technological
focus should be on curriculum. The
basic way we learn is influenced by

WF Spring Fling Set
For Sunday, April 17
WESTFIELD – The 11th annual
Spring Fling street festival, sponsored
by the Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce, is set for Sunday, April
17, from 11 a.m. until 5 p.m. in downtown Westfield.
The downtown district is transformed into a safe and fun family
festival. Over 300 vendors will be on
hand featuring a showcase of local
businesses and organizations, over 150
of the finest regional artists and crafters,
and a smorgasbord of delicious foods.
“Daisy Dollar” coupon promotions
will be provided and retailers around
town will have in-store promotions all
weekend long. Entertainment on the
Main Stage, located on Elm Street will
include highlights from the hit off-Broadway show, Tony n’ Tina’s Wedding. Regional performers will include Hoi Polloi,
Buzz Universe, and Mistic Rein.
A pie-eating contest is scheduled
for the afternoon and is open to all
young people. On Quimby Street, the
New Jersey Workshop for the Arts
Jazz Scene will entertain. Members of
the Westfield Art Association will exhibit and sell their original art on “Artists’ Row,” along Prospect Street.
In the KidsZone at East Broad Street
near the intersection with North Avenue, an array of inflatable rides, a
petting zoo, pony rides, and big rigs to
climb will be featured for children.
Other activities will include face painting and temporary tattoos, twisted
balloon animals and crafts.
Admission and parking is free.The
area will be closed to traffic including
Prospect, Elm, East Broad, and
Quimby Streets from 6 a.m. until 7
p.m. Visitors are encouraged to park in
the South Avenue train station lot.
For more information, contact the
WACC at (908) 233-3021 or visit
www.WestfieldChamber.com.

technology, with Internet access giving our children an overload of information they must be able to analyze,
edit and present. The board has set a
policy that all new curriculum revisions should have a technology component, but there is still a need to
improve the integration and use of
technology across courses, especially
at the intermediate school level. I
think our children should master word
processing, spreadsheet and presentation software by the sixth grade
before going on to more interesting
topics such as Website design or digital photography.
Westfield was one of the first districts to make school information
available on the Internet, and has recently made good choices with the
Naviance college selection Website
and improved software to implement
the district’s own Website. But when
curriculum listings are several years
old on the Websites of Roosevelt Intermediate School and Westfield High
School along with inconsistent information on the elementary school sites,
the board needs to set policies for
updates and content. I would love to
be able to see homework assignments
or the course of study on-line for any
of my children’s classes.
Many parents’ first impression of
technology is what they see at back to
school nights or might read in an email. However, present computers in
kindergarten through second grade are
a hodgepodge of older hand-me-down
systems and those purchased by PTOs.
The district’s e-mail lists will often
reject messages or not send to certain
addresses without notice. The board
needs to consistently deploy computers at all grade levels and insure that
e-mail communications are reliable.
I have a variety of perspectives on
technology in education, as I’ve taught
computer programming in an elementary school and operating systems to
corporate employees. I have managed technology for a number of financial institutions, and I have designed seminar series for technology
symposiums.
I have used that expertise as a volunteer in the district, including coordinating district-wide library computer installations, evaluating the proposals for the high school’s network
and updating the district’s technology plan. If you elect me, Gary
McCready, I will continue that work
at the board level.
For more ideas, please visit
www.mccready.com.

Trip Whitehouse Seeking
Second Term to SP-F BOE
SCOTCH PLAINS — Trip ties we are facing is maintaining our
Whitehouse has announced that he quality educational base while not
will seek re-election to the Scotch pricing residents out of their homes.
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education. Three years ago I made a promise to
Mr. Whitehouse, a resident of the vote in a fiscally responsible manner.
district for 17 years, is married with An examination of my voting record
three children in the district.
will bear out that I’ve kept that promMr. Whitehouse received his un- ise. As a member of the finance comdergraduate degree in Acmittee for three years, chairing it this
counting from Rutgers
past year, I’ve had the
University. He also earned
opportunity to see in dea Master of Business Adtail how our dollars are
ministration Degree in
spent. Expenditures are
Corporate Finance. He is
made on approved prothe Division Controller for
grams with care given to
a steel mill based in Perth
the most cost effective
Amboy.
way to achieve results.”
Mr. Whitehouse has
Mr. Whitehouse noted,
been active in youth sports
“During the past few
in town. He has coached
weeks, as I’ve been preboys and girls house
senting the budget to the
Trip Whitehouse
league soccer for seven
public, I’ve heard many
years, travel soccer for two
good questions pertaining
years, Fanwood youth baseball for to programs and expenditures. As
six years, Scotch Plains baseball for parents are engaged with their
two years and the Street Devils street children’s education, we can continue
hockey for one year.
to be successful.”
“If I think I can contribute value,
“I believe the three years I’ve served
I’m happy to give my time. I believe on the board has allowed me the abilas a coach I was able to add to those ity to understand the workings of our
programs and I also feel I’ve contrib- school district. Combined with my
uted to the district as a board mem- financial experience and voting record
ber,” said Mr. Whitehouse.
of fiscal responsibility while remain“I’ve found the past three years ing student focused, I believe I can
serving on the board to be both infor- continue to serve the district well.”
mative and rewarding,” Mr.
The school board election will be
Whitehouse stated. “The Scotch held on Tuesday, April 19.
Plains-Fanwood school district is a
Income Tax Day Nears
strong one. Our parents and tax payThere are less than three weeks until
ers have come to expect excellence in
Tax Day, April 15. The IRS has help
academics along with a well rounded
for New Jersey's 4.1 million indiprogram that includes student clubs,
vidual tax return filers. Visit irs.gov
sports and the arts.”
or call toll-free 1-800-829-1954.
He continued, “One of the difficul-
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Bring Children Home Says
Candidate Ann Ormsby Cary
WESTFIELD — Almost 17 percent of our children in the Westfield
schools are classified with special
needs. And 20 percent of our school
budget is spent on meeting those needs.
This is a large part of the overall budget which might be significantly reduced if we stop sending our most
vulnerable children miles away for
services that we should provide right
here.
As a mother, I can only imagine the
pain of putting my child on a bus every
morning before mainstream children
even get out of bed. These are not our
strongest children and the additional
burden of a long commute should be
eliminated.
At a recent PTO meeting, Dr. William Foley, the Superintendent of
Westfield Public Schools, said he
wanted to provide services for special
needs children in Westfield. He is starting with a small program for five or six
autistic children in the fall. This is
great news, but it should be only the
beginning. We now send 117 children
out of district at a total cost of more
than $6 million a year.
While this is a substantial expenditure, in my opinion, the real issue is that
we need to think of what is best for the
child. When we send them out of the
district, we prevent them from being
able to fully participate in the community life of Westfield. For example, it’s
harder for them to form friendships
with neighborhood children because
they’re not in school together or to
participate in after-school activities
because they get home too late. We
need to provide adequate services for
these children in their home town.
I am calling for a feasibility study

to see if Lincoln School could be used
to provide services to eliminate the
need to send children out of district.
The Union County Educational Services Commission currently runs a
school at Lincoln. Some suggest that it
will cost $1 million to bring the building up to code and make it handicapped accessible. A million dollars is
a lot of money to invest, but currently
we are spending more than $1.3 million a year in transportation costs alone
to send these students out of district. It
would be less expensive to provide
services for these children here.
There are many arguments to support bringing the children home to
Westfield. First and foremost, it is the
right thing to do for these children
and their parents. As these families
grapple with the complex difficulties
of meeting their children’s needs, they
should be helped by their community
- not removed from it. And for the
budget conscious among us, it makes
good sense.

YWCA Sets Benefit
AREA -- The YWCA Eastern
Union County is holding a “Shower
for New Beginnings” to support their
new Transitional Housing Program
for women and children victims of
domestic violence. The shower will
be held on Saturday, April 9, at the
Schering-Plough headquarters in
Kenilworth at 1 p.m. Proceeds of
the event will benefit the new transitional housing program in Plainfield
scheduled to open in 2005.
For information, please call
Jennifer Vriens at (908) 355-1500
ext. 14.
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Westfield Memorial Library: April 2005 Events
ADULT PROGRAMS
April 1 at 1:30 PM
April 5 at 10:00 AM
April 8 at 1:30 PM
April 12 at 1 & 7:00 PM
April 15 at 1:30 PM
April 19 at 10:00 AM
April 21 at 7:00 PM
April 22 at 1:30 PM

TGIF: Marlon Brando - The Brooding Actor
Computer Class: Know Your Library
TGIF: Thomas Jefferson’s World
Foreign Film - Last Kiss
TGIF: History of Tea with Judith Krall-Russo
Computer Class: Investment Resources Online
Author - Dermot Quinn - Irish in New Jersey
TGIF: Russian Revolution

CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS
April 5& 6 at 9:45 AM
Lapsit (ages 10-23 months)
April 7 at 10:30 AM
Time for Tales (ages 3½ -5)
April 9 at 10:30 AM
Author Jessie Lynch Frees
April 12 at 9:45 AM
Lapsit
April 13 at 9:45 AM
Lapsit
April 19 at 9:45 AM
Lapsit
April 19 at 10:30 AM
Little Listeners (ages 2 - 3½ )
April 20 at 9:45 AM
Lapsit
April 25 at 1:30 PM
Time for Tales
April 26 at 9:45 AM
Lapsit
April 26 at 10:30 AM
Little Listeners
April 27 at 9:45 AM
Lapsit
April 29 at 10:30 AM
Time for Tales
All programs are free to Westfield Memorial Library cardholders;
pre-registration or age restrictions may apply to some programs.
Please call the Library for further information.
550 East Broad Street y Westfield, NJ 07090 y 908-789-4090
www.wmlnj.org
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AARP to Meet on Monday;
Multi-Night Trips Planned
WESTFIELD – Westfield Area
Chapter No. 4137 of the American
Association of Retired Persons will
hold its next general meeting on
Monday, April 4, in The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield’s Assembly Hall,
located at the corner of Broad Street
and Mountain Avenue in Westfield.
Ample parking is available.
The social period with refreshments
will begin at 1 p.m., followed by a
brief business meeting at 1:30 p.m.
Afterward will be a program featuring Dr. Thelma Warshaw of Westfield,
a medical doctor specializing in dermatology, who will discuss “Skin
Aging and Anti-Aging.”
She will discuss the effects of the
sun, including the Australian rules for
sun exposure; new skin growth;
mottled pigmentation; prevention of
skin cancers; various types of cosmetics and moisturizers, and many other
facets related to her field of medicine.
Members are asked to donate
canned and boxed grocery items to
benefit homeless and needy people.
Wool of any color is needed by the
Knitting and Crocheting group in order to make items for patients at
Runnells Specialized Hospital of

Red Cross Chapter
Posts Blood Drive
WESTFIELD – The Westfield/
Mountainside Chapter of the American Red Cross will sponsor a blood
drive on Wednesday, April 6, from 3
to 8 p.m.
The drive will take place at the
Chapter House, located at 321 Elm
Street in Westfield, where a Bloodmobile will be stationed. A complimentary cholesterol screening will
be available for all blood donors.
All donors must present a signed or
picture identification and know their
Social Security number. For more
information, please call the Blood
Center of New Jersey at (800) NJBLOOD, extension no. 140.

Union County and at nursing homes.
Trips and Tours Chairwoman Marie
Walsh has scheduled three multi-night
trips. The first will be “Tulip Time in
Canada,” for May 8 to 12. The cost
will be $762 for double occupancy,
and $976 for single. Most meals and
gratuities will be included.
A five-day, four-night trip is
planned for September 25 to 29 to
Virginia Beach, where beachfront
accommodations have been secured.
Rates for double and triple occupancies will be $369, while single occupancy will be $454, with most meals
and tips included.
“Christmas in Nashville and
Gatlinburg” is slated for November
15 to 21. The cost will be $875 for
double occupancy, and single costs
are available by calling Mrs. Walsh at
(732) 669-0399. The majority of
meals and tips will be included.

Library to Present
‘Autism Awareness’
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Public Library will offer a program entitled “Autism Awareness”
on Friday, April 8, at 11 a.m. in honor
of National Autism Awareness Month.
Adrienne Robertielio, the mother
of a four-year-old boy with autism
and an ambassador for the New Jersey Center for Outreach and Services
for the Autism Community (COSAC),
will be the presenter.
Her interactive presentation will
help provide a more personalized view
of autism and demonstrate the necessity of community awareness, education and support for local residents
with autism.
This program is free and open to
all. Light refreshments will be available. The library is located at 1927
Bartle Avenue.
For further information and directions, please call the library at (908)
322-5007, extension no. 204, or visit
www.scotlib.org.

277 Central Avenue
Clark, NJ 07066
www.mrstainless.com
Fabrication of Custom
Stainless Steel and Other Metals for Household Use
Cabinets, kitchen countertops, wall panels, backsplashes, tiles, tables,
radiator grills and covers, dishwasher panels, pot racks, shelving, etc...
We can even laminate your stove and refrigerator with stainless. Why buy new?
We can fabricate just about anything from stainless steel

Call or Fax: 732-680-1407

Email: sales@mrstainless.com

major credit cards accepted

Doesn’t your IRA
deserve more attention?

Fanwood Library Reveals
Friday Movies For April

Miss Christina M. Cestari and David B. Wagner

David B. Wagner to Marry
Miss Christina M. Cestari
Mr. and Mrs. David Wagner of
Scotch Plains have announced the
engagement of their son, David Brian
Wagner, to Miss Christina Marie
Cestari. She is the daughter of Mrs.
Eva Cestari of West Haven, Conn.
and the late Frank Cestari.
The future bridegroom, a 1992
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
graduate, earned a bachelor’s degree
in sociology from Susquehanna University in Selinsgrove, Pa. in 1996.
He is a Vice President with Fidelity

Investments in Scottsdale, Ariz.
His fiancée, a 1992 graduate of Sacred Heart Academy High School in
Hamden,Conn.,was awarded a
bachelor’s degree in accounting from
Bryant College in Smithfield, R.I. in
1996. She received her master’s degree
from the University of New Haven in
West Haven, Conn. and is employed as
a consultant with Accenture Client Financial Management.
A June 2006 wedding is planned in
Westbrook, Conn.

Miller-Cory to Spotlight
‘New Arrivals on the Farm’
WESTFIELD – This Sunday, April
3, the Miller-Cory House Museum,
located at 614 Mountain Avenue in
Westfield, will welcome spring with
a program called “New Arrivals on
the Farm.”
Between 2 and 4 p.m., Christine
Glazer of Cranford will tell visitors
about the arrival of baby chicks, ducklings, rabbits, lambs and calves. Children also will be able to make a simple
craft to take home.
Costumed docents will conduct
guided tours of the 1740 farmhouse,
which is completely furnished with
accessories and furniture of the period. They also will answer questions
about life in Colonial New Jersey.
The last tour will begin at 3:30 p.m.
In the Frazee Building on the
grounds, Joan Barna of Scotch Plains

and Penny Maslo of Elizabeth, members of the museum’s Cooking Committee, will prepare a Colonial meal
over the open-hearth fireplace using
seasonal ingredients and authentic
recipes and kitchen utensils. Taste
treats will be available for visitors to
sample.
Visitors are also invited to stop by
the museum’s gift shop. Admission
to the museum is $2 for adults, 50
cents for students and free for children under six.
On Sunday, April 10, Evelyn
Kennelly of Westfield will demonstrate
the art of quilling. For information about
the museum, future spring events or
volunteer opportunities, please call the
museum office at (908) 232-1776. The
museum office is open from 9 a.m. to
noon, Monday through Friday.

SPRING CLEARANCE

We can help put your
retirement goals within reach.

Moskowitz Family
Welcomes Todd Harris
Lara and Mark Moskowitz of
Millburn have announced the birth of
their son, Todd Harris Moskowitz, on
Thursday, March 17, at Saint
Barnabas Medical Center in
Livingston.
Todd weighed 8 pounds and 6
ounces and measured 19½ inches in
length at birth.
He joins his brother, Justin Scott,
4½, and his sister, Sloane Elyse, 2½.
Todd is named for his maternal greatgrandfather Louis Turkel and his paternal great-grandfather Harry Harmelin.
The baby’s maternal grandparents
are Rita and Leonard Selesner of
Scotch Plains.
His paternal grandparents are Gayle
and Joel Moskowitz of Boca Raton,
Fla., formerly of Scotch Plains.
Lil Harmelin of Livingston, formerly of Springfield, is Todd’s paternal great-grandmother.

The series will continue April 22
with Sideways (2004, Rated R), a
romantic comedy set in California’s
wine country and featuring an ensemble cast.
Wrapping up the month on April
29 will be Ocean’s Twelve (2004,
PG-13), a sequel to Ocean’s 11, in
which Danny Ocean gathers up his
gang of con artists and thieves from
the first film to pull off three separate
heists in Europe.
The series is co-sponsored by the
Friends of the Fanwood Memorial
Library in cooperation with Palmer
Video of Scotch Plains. For more
information, please call the library at
(908) 322-6400.

‘Y’ to Hold Lecture
On Prostate Cancer
COUNTY – Trinitas Hospital personnel will be at the Westfield Area
“Y” on Monday, April 11, from 7 to 8
p.m. to present a lecture entitled “The
Latest Developments in the Diagnosis
and Treatment of Prostate Cancer.”
This program will be free and open
to the public. A question-and-answer
session will follow. The “Y” is located at 220 Clark Street in Westfield.
Interested persons are asked to respond by calling (908) 233-2700,
extension no. 251.

Moores Welcome
Juliet Carlson
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Moore of
Melrose, Mass. have announced the
birth of their daughter, Juliet Carlson
Moore, on Thursday, February 24.
The mother is the former Anne
Carlson of Westfield.
Juliet joins her sister, Holly, age
five, and brother William, age two.
The baby’s maternal grandparents
are Dr. and Mrs. Dean Carlson of
Westfield.
Her paternal grandparents are Mr.
and Mrs. Richard Moore of Peabody,
Mass.

Jumble Store Seeks Donations
For Annual Spring Boutique
CRANFORD – The Jumble Store,
located at 110 Walnut Avenue in
Cranford, is currently seeking donations for its annual Spring Boutique,
to be held on Saturday, April 16.
Requested items include springthemed decorations, house wares,
babies’ and children’s items, small
appliances and collectables. New
products are especially appreciated.
Donations may be brought to the
Jumble Store any time during store
hours. All donations are tax-deductible.

The Jumble Store is a thrift and
consignment shop wholly owned and
operated by the Junior League of
Elizabeth-Plainfield (JLEP). It carries a wide variety of high quality,
new or gently used household items
and clothing for the entire family.
Profits generated by the Jumble
Store help fund the JLEP’s many
charitable projects serving families
in crisis. The store is open Monday
through Friday, 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
(Thursday until 8 p.m.), and Saturday
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

. . . a women’s health and beauty business that pays
$300 commission checks. Tammy Moskowitz of New
Hampshire began 5 years ago and now earns $15$18,000 per month with a steady solid company,
excellent quality/high reorder products, and no hype
or rah-rah promises. Come hear Tammy speak on
Saturday April 16 th from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. in
Parsippany. Tickets $25 but the hot lunch is on us for
those willing to look and learn. Over 50 towns in NJ
need a local person to manage just 10-15 customers
per month. No obligation to buy products or participate
in our business. Just bring your notebook and your
personal goals. Contact Karen at 908-294-7442 or
Chuck at getfitnow@comcast.net for more information.

Our Financial Advisors take IRAs seriously. We understand
that the best investment decisions are the ones that are
suitable for you.
Because it may be time to give your IRA more
attention, call today for a complimentary consultation.

800-932-0093
379 Thornall Street
Edison, NJ 08818

Our offices will be open Saturday, April 2, 2005
from 9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. to help you establish
an IRA before the April 15, 2005 deadline.

©2005 UBS Financial Services Inc. All Rights Reserved. Member SIPC.

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Memorial Library will continue its Friday Film Festival in April with five
movies. All films start at 7:30 p.m. at
the library, located on North Avenue
and Tillotson Road, and are offered
free of charge.
The new entries begin tomorrow,
April 1, with The Incredibles (2004,
Rated PG). This animated film, about
a former crime-fighting couple forced
to adopt civilian identities in the suburbs with their three children, won
two Oscars, including Best Animated
Feature Film of the Year.
On April 8, the library will present
Being Julia (2004, Rated R), a tale of
amorous folly and revenge set against
the backdrop of the London stage in
the late 1930s.
Vanity Fair (2004, PG-13) will be
featured April 15. In this retelling of
William Thackeray’s classic tale,
beautiful, calculating Becky Sharp
employs all of her wit, guile and
sexuality to climb the social ladder.

GET FIT NOW &
PAY KIDS’ TUITION WITH . . .

An IRA can make up a sizable portion of one’s retirement
savings. If you’re not funding your IRA, then you may not
be giving your retirement savings the attention it needs.

For more information, call:
800-352-7930
109 North Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090
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Chair of the Family Law Department of
MON-FRI 10 TO 6

THURS 10 TO 8

SAT 10 TO 5

SUN 12 TO 5

DUGHI, HEWIT & PALATUCCI
340 North Avenue

Cranford, New Jersey 07016

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?
Specializing in all aspects of Family Law
including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,
child support, division of assets, palimony,
premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,
restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to
changed financial circumstances, residence
removal from New Jersey, visitation
modifications and transfers of custody.

32 years of continuous practice in Family Law
Union County Early Settlement Arbitration
Panelist 25 years
Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian
Accredited Mediator
Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,
Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

For More Information:

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net
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By MSGR. WILLIAM C. HARMS

and develop each day in the Lord?
Am I aware that I can rise from the
dead each day in Christ, and that I can
do so each day until the end of time,
when I will celebrate fully in Christ’s
kingdom?
Life is good, Lord, and I want to
grasp it as one picks flowers on a
spring morning. But I know, Lord,
that the flowers appear only at the end
of a long and harsh winter. Forgive
me, Christ, for not believing firmly
enough in life’s spring time. Too often, the life described seems like a
long winter, endlessly weeping over
its dead leaves, and its vanished flowers.
Perhaps, I am like Thomas; I need
to see, and to touch. I beg you, Jesus,
to give me sufficient faith to hope for
spring in the depths of winter, to
believe in the triumph of Easter over
Good Friday. You have risen, Lord,
you are alive. Because of you, life has
emerged triumphant from the tomb.
May the spring never dry up; may I
find new life with a focus, which is
offered to all.
Life is good, because the Lord made
it good. Life is good because you gave
it back to us when we had lost it. But
it is our responsibility to make life
flourish. Like a child out walking,
picking wild flowers to make a bouquet to offer a parent, we are responsible for what we make of our life.
“Since you have accepted Christ
Jesus as Lord, live in union with him.
Keep your roots deep in him, build
your lives in him, and become stronger in your faith, as you were taught.
And be filled with thanksgiving – For
when you were baptized, you were
buried with Christ, and in baptism,
you were also raised with Christ
through your faith in the active power
of God, who raised him from death.”
(Col. 2:6-7; 9-12)
*******
Monsignor Harms is Pastor of St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church, located at 1600 Rahway Avenue in
Westfield.

Professor Emerita to Give
Talk on Jews and Film
SCOTCH PLAINS – Congregation Beth Israel’s HAZAK group and
Adult Education Committee will
jointly host a talk given by Dr.
Mildred Goodwin of the Jewish Historical Society of Central Jersey.
She will discuss “Jews, Hollywood
and the American Dream.” All are
welcome to attend this free event,
which will take place at 11 a.m. on
Sunday, April 10, at Congregation
Beth Israel, located at 18 Shalom
Way in Scotch Plains.
A Professor Emerita from New
Jersey City University, Dr. Goodwin
has performed in regional theater
and authors a monthly film review
for The Concordian, an award-win-

ning community newspaper.
She also is coordinator of several
study groups for the Brandeis University National Women’s Committee,
and is a member of the Monroe Township Adult Education Faculty, where
she developed several film courses.
Currently, she is a co-producer of
the local television program “Movies
with Mildred,” and is a speaker under
the auspices of the Jewish Historical
Society of Central New Jersey.
Reservations are required and may
be made by calling Congregation
Beth Israel at (908) 889-1830. This
program will be offered through the
Jewish Historical Society of Central
New Jersey.

SEWN WITH LOVE…Members of the Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church of
Westfield prepare for the 12th Annual AIDS Babies Quilt-A-Thon, to be held on
Saturday, April 16, from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Pictured, from left to right, are:
Elena Arida and Jeanie Arida of Westfield, Mary Skiadas of Warren, Helen
Repousis of Avenel and Helen Hiotis of Mountainside.

Greek Orthodox Church
To Hold Quilt-A-Thon
WESTFIELD – The 12th Annual
AIDS Babies Quilt-A-Thon will be
held on Saturday, April 16, from 9:30
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at the Holy Trinity
Greek Orthodox Church, located at
250 Gallows Hill Road in Westfield.
Funded by the Ladies Philoptochos,
this event is free and open to the
public. All ages are invited to participate. The Reverend Peter Delvizis
will bless the quilts on Sunday, April
17.
The church hosts the Quilt-A-Thon
as a one-day Lenten project. It is
coordinated through ABC Quilts, a
national, non-profit organization. Vol-

unteers assemble each quilt – iron,
cut, measure and knot – and a team of
sewers sew them on sewing machines.
Materials are provided free, but
volunteers may donate baby products
such as baby food, wipes and disposable diapers. These will be given to
St. Claire’s Home in Elizabeth and
Project B.A.B.I.E.S. in Newark.
Volunteers may come for an hour
or two or stay all day. They are asked
to bring their lunch and a pair of
scissors. The quilts will be distributed to infants in 10 hospitals/transitional homes in Newark, Elizabeth
and Plainfield.

Former Israeli Security Chief
To Speak on Peace Initiative
WESTFIELD – Admiral (Ret) Ami
Ayalon, former Commander of the
Israeli Navy and former Director of
the Israeli Shin Bet General Security
Service (equivalent of the FBI), will
discuss his vision for achieving peace
between Israelis and Palestinians on
Sunday, April 10, at 7:30 p.m. at
Temple Emanu-El in Westfield.
Alongside Palestinian Professor
Sari Nuseiebeh, President of Al-Quds
University in East Jerusalem, Admiral Ayalon forged a private peace initiative in the summer of 2003.
His “People’s Voice” campaign has
attracted more than 420,000 signatures
from Israelis and Palestinians, which
call for an end to the conflict based on
the following: Two states for the two
peoples based on the June 4, 1967
borders (with mutually agreed upon
territorial swaps); Jerusalem as the
shared capital of both states (Arab neighborhoods under Palestinian sovereignty,
Jewish neighborhoods under Israeli
sovereignty); Palestinian refugees returning to the Palestinian state only,
and a demilitarized Palestinian State.
Through the collection of signatures,
the initiative is aimed at influencing
leaders on both sides to negotiate a
peaceful resolution to the conflict.

SCOTCH PLAINS – “Tales in the
Grove,” a storytime program for
young children, will take place on
Sundays, April 3 and 17, at the Willow Grove Presbyterian Church in
Scotch Plains.
The program starts at 7 p.m. and
lasts 45 minutes to an hour. Youngsters are welcome to wear their pajamas, bring a pillow and blanket and a
snack and beverage.
“Tales in the Grove” is geared towards children age two to five, but
older or younger siblings also may
attend. Youngsters are invited to bring
their favorite books as well.
This free program will continue
the first and third Sundays of every
month. Two congregation volunteers
run each storytime – one reader and
one greeter. Parents are asked to stay
for the duration of the storytime to
help redirect any “wanderers” to the
story circle.

CRANFORD – The First Presbyterian Church of Cranford will sponsor a series of open Labyrinth Walks,
with the next one to be held this
Sunday, April 3.
All walks are held in Bates Hall at
the church, located at 11 Springfield Avenue. Participants may walk
the Labyrinth any time between 1
and 4 p.m., but are asked to begin
their walk by 3:30 p.m. Subsequent
walks will be held the first Sunday
of every month unless otherwise
specified.

for Tsunami Relief

WESTFIELD – On Sundays, April
3 and 10, “The Da Vinci Code,” by
Dan Brown, will be the subject of the
Adult Forum at 9:15 a.m. at the First
Baptist Church of Westfield, located
at 170 Elm Street.
This mystery novel, a bestseller for
weeks, offers new perspectives on
“The Last Supper” and other works
of art by Leonardo da Vinci.
The Reverend Louis Ruprecht, Minister of Adult Education at First Baptist,
will lead the discussion. Coffee will be
served. Visitors, including those who
have not read the book, are welcome.
The Sunday worship service begins
with gathering songs at 10:20 a.m. For
additional information, please call the
church at (908) 233-2278 or email
firstbaptist.westfield@verizon.net.

Come Rock or Sponsor a “Rocker” in one of our Rocking
chairs! All proceeds will be donated to the New Jersey
Mental Health Institute, Tsunami Relief Fund. Rocking at 15
minute intervals - all for a good cause! Suggested $1.00
per minute or donations welcomed.
WHEN:

Friday, April 8, 2005
9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
WHERE: Chelsea at Fanwood
295 South Avenue
908-654-5200

College

Open to the Public – Please join us for this fundraising event!
Everyone is welcomed!

w w w. c h e l s e a s e n i o r l i v i n g . c o m
This program is part of The Chelsea’s ongoing commitment to professional and community
involvement and family education.

Susan Brandt
McCrea, Esq.
Attorney At Law

REAL ESTATE CLOSINGS • FAMILY LAW
DIVORCE • DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
CUSTODY/SUPPORT ISSUES • MEDIATION
24 Prospect Street
Westfield, NJ 07090

908.232.2122

No minimum balance required.
Open with $10 or more and we’ll add another $10!

44 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090
908.518.9333

www.townbank.com

fax: 908.232.4351

Please join us

R a t e d ★★★★★ by BauerFinancial, Inc.

2% interest —
2.02% APY*

Walking the Labyrinth is an ancient spiritual practice of prayer
and meditation. The 11-ringed pattern, painted on canvas, is modeled
after the 13th century Labyrinth at
Chartres Cathedral in France.
In Medieval times, walking the
Labyrinth symbolized the Christian
pilgrimage to Jerusalem for those
who could not personally make the
journey. For further information
about the Labyrinth program or future walks, please call the church at
(908) 276-8440.

MARATHON

917.974.4769
Amy@AdmissionsConsult.com

Earn

WESTFIELD – A support group
for those caring for elderly or chronically ill loved ones will meet on Monday, April 4, at 8 p.m. in the Parish
Center of St. Helen’s Roman Catholic Church on Lamberts Mill Road in
Westfield.
Meetings take place on the first
non-holiday Monday of each month.
These are information and sharing
sessions. For more information, please
call Marilyn Ryan at (908) 233-8757.

Rocking Chair

Amy

Piggybank
Savings

Caregivers to Gather
Monday In Westfield

The Chelsea at Fanwood is holding a Fundraiser

Adult Forum to Focus
On ‘Da Vinci Code’

One-on-one advising from
a top college ‘insider’ to
make your applications
stand out and get noticed
at your first choice schools

For more information about the Willow Grove Church, please call the
church office, Monday through Friday,
at (908) 232-5678, e-mail
wilgrv@netzero.com or visit
www.scotchplains.com/wgpc on the
Internet. Willow Grove is located at
1961 Raritan Road.

Labyrinth Walks to Begin
Again Sunday in Cranford

This event is free and open to the
public. Temple Emanu-El is located
at 756 East Broad Street. For more
information, please call the temple
office at (908) 232-6770.

Admissions
Consulting

520 South Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090
908.301.0800
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‘Tales’ For Children Slated
Sunday at Willow Grove

We Can Make Our Lives
Flourish With God’s Blessings
We have just completed the greatest holiday in the Christian calendar.
The feast of Easter is not something
that happened in the past. When, in
Jesus Christ, one assumes the passage from the death of sin to the life
Christ offers us, then it is Easter every
day.
We who follow the Christ are told
to take up our crosses and follow the
Lord. But, we have to follow him to
the very end. Jesus did not stoop at
Golgotha, or at the tomb. Christians
believe that Jesus is alive, that he is
risen. Drawn with him into his death
– our death to sin – we rise with the
Lord, alive with the new life which is
the Christ’s.
In a certain sense the passion of the
Lord was not completed, since Christ
continues to suffer and die each day
in his members. In the same way, one
can say that the resurrection was not
completed.
Have you had a chance to stop, and
take a breath? We live such a hectic
rat race. Ask the many waiting for the
train each morning. Ask the “taxi
parent” who is running the children
to school, to practice – perhaps more
than one activity – to play dates, to
the supermarket, to the part-time or
full-time position.
On the surface, to the naked eye,
this is almost impossible. I am certain
for many, they would love to have
more hands, feet, and time. By the
way, there are untold activities for the
parent. One could put in many hours
of civic, social and church activities
on top of the already crazy day.
When does one have time to think
of the Almighty, to enter into what
Christ has done, and continues to do,
for each of us every day? Do we stop
for a moment, and just express a word
of gratitude for what is ours?
Yes, it is hectic, but I have chosen
this lifestyle with all its demands. It is
not impossible to take a breath to
affirm my relationship with the Lord.
Take a moment! How can I grow

Thursday, March 31, 2005

for an Open House
on Sunday, April 3rd
from 11:30am-3:30pm

Bringing Our “Neighborhood” to Yours
Innovative Alzheimer’s Care at Sunrise Assisted Living
Sunrise Assisted Living provides specially
designed Alzheimer’s care based on each
resident’s rich history and individual needs.
The result is a personalized environment
as loving as it is innovative. We call it the
Reminiscence Neighborhood.
It’s a unique approach within our community
created to stimulate the memories and senses
of seniors with memory impairment. Supportive
and nurturing staff, interactive Reminiscence
kits and multi-sensory experiences keep our

residents involved in the familiar routines that
marked their lives: gardening, sewing, office
work, setting the dinner table, and even folding
laundry. It’s all designed to focus on each
resident’s strengths and abilities as well as
to help them return to the comfort of a time
that brought them much joy.
And because each senior is gently guided along
in a place that looks and feels like home, every
day can be a pleasant day.

* One book per visitor.
Limited quantities available.

Sunrise Assisted Living of Westfield

908-317-3030

Assisted Living, Alzheimer’s Care

240 Springfield Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090 • www.sunriseseniorliving.com
* APY = Annual Percentage Yield. Rates subject to change based on market conditions and without further notice. Account must remain open for one year to earn $10 premium.
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DEATH NOTICE

Irene Hekeler, 89, Had Been Secretary;
Miller-Cory House Museum Volunteer
Irene West Hekeler, 89, of
Shrewsbury, Mass. died on Sunday,
March 20, at St. Patrick’s Manor in
Framingham, Mass.
Born in Bayonne, daughter of the
late James C. and Sadie J. Schaeffer
West, she received a bachelor’s degree from New Jersey College, now
Douglass College.
A homemaker and a secretary, Mrs.
Hekeler had worked at various times
for Public Service of New Jersey, The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield and
Children’s Specialized Hospital.
She was a member of The Presbyterian Church in Westfield and was a
very active volunteer at the MillerCory House Museum in Westfield.
Surviving are her husband, Karl
Adam Hekeler of St. Patrick’s
Manor in Framingham; three daughters, Elaine Cuesta and her hus-

band, John, of Herndon, Va., Karen
Blatter and her husband, Herbert,
of Birmingham, Ala. and Lynn
Hekeler of Worcester, Mass.; a son,
Richard Hekeler of Shrewsbury,
Mass.; three grandchildren, Marc
Cuesta and his wife, Molly, of West
Chester, Pa., Gregg Cuesta of
Wilmington, N.C., and Jennifer
Putney and her husband, John, of
Richmond, Va.; three great-grandchildren, Joseph Cuesta and Julia
Cuesta and Macon Putney.
Cremation took place in Newton,
Mass. Private burial will be in The
Presbyterian Church Revolutionary
Cemetery in Westfield at a later date.
Arrangements were under the direction of the Eugene J. McCarthy
and Sons Funeral Home in
Framingham, Mass.
March 31, 2005

DEATH NOTICE

Margaret Walsh, Was Singer and Artist;
Enjoyed Music, Theater and Literature
Margaret Curran Walsh of Holland, Pa. died peacefully in the presence of her family at her home on
Thursday, March 24, following a
prolonged illness.
A classical singer, Margaret was a
former pupil of the late Jesse Hewson
Jones. She was a member of the Musical Club of Westfield for 34 years, and
had been a soloist in three New Jersey
churches: Holy Trinity in Westfield,
Saint Bernard’s in Plainfield and Saint
James in Springfield. Margaret was
also an accomplished artist working in
a variety of medium. She was a skilled
seamstress and a lover of music, theater and literature.
She was especially grateful for the
special care she received from her
oncologist, Dr. Robert Reilly, and
the staff of St. Mary’s Hospital in
Langhorne, Pa. Along with her family, Margaret will be eternally grateful for the personal and loving care

Joseph A. Di Iorio, 66
Joseph A. Di Iorio, 66, of
Bedminster died on Thursday, March
24, at home.
Born and raised in Westfield, he
moved to Bedminster two years ago.
A road contractor, he had been a
partner in Di Iorio and Di Iorio General Contractors of Linden and South
Plainfield before retiring in 1990.
He was a United States Marine
Corps veteran, having served from
1957 to 1959.
Surviving are his wife, Rachelle
“Lisa” Di Iorio; two daughters, Marie
Mazzola and Elizabeth Drehmann; a
son, Nicholas Di Iorio; a sister, Marie
Tedesco, and four grandchildren.
A Mass of Christian Burial was
offered on Tuesday, March 29, at the
Holy Trinity Roman Catholic Church
in Westfield. Interment took place at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.
Arrangements were under the direction of the Dooley Colonial Home,
556 Westfield Avenue in Westfield.
Memorial donations may be made
to the American Lung Association,
333 B Route 46, West, Office No.
205, Fairfield 07004.
March 31, 2005

of the Chandler Hall Hospice nurses.
She was born on April 18, 1920 in
Westfield, the daughter of Joseph F.
and Ada E. Curran. Margaret was preceded in death by her husband, Edward J. Walsh, Jr. She is survived by
her son, Edward J. Walsh, 3rd, and
daughter, Kathleen Zirpoli Huckins.
Margaret will be lovingly remembered
by her son-in-law, George Huckins,
3rd, and her daughter-in-law, Luana
Aul Walsh. Grandchildren Anthony
Zirpoli and his wife, Sue, Vincent
Zirpoli and his wife, Gina, and George
Huckins, 4th, will miss their
“Grandmom.” Margaret was
“Grandmom Great” to Jessica,
Amanda, Samantha, Tyler and Anthony Zirpoli.
The funeral was held on Tuesday,
March 29, at the Wm. Rowen Grant
Funeral Home in Southampton, Pa. A
Funeral Mass followed at the Nativity of Our Lord Church in Warminster,
Pa. A Rite of Committal service took
place afterwards at St. John Neumann
Cemetery in Chalfont, Pa.
Memorials in Mrs. Walsh’s name
may be made to Chandler Hall Hospice, Buck Road and Barclay Street,
Newtown, Pa. 18940.
March 31, 2005

Sarah F. Yamagata, 89
Sarah F. Yamagata, 89, of Westfield
died on Wednesday, March 23, at the
Berkeley Meadows Nursing Home in
Berkeley Heights.
Born in Elizabeth, she lived in
Westfield since 1968.
Mrs. Yamagata was a member of
the Order of the Eastern Star, Emmaus
Chapter No. 183 of Linden, for more
than 50 years.
She was predeceased by her husband, Harry M. Yamagata, in 1995,
and by a daughter, Cheryl H.
Yamagata, in 1955.
Surviving are a daughter, Brenda
M. Berkebile of Westfield; two granddaughters and two great-grandsons.
Private graveside services were held
under the direction of the Gray Funeral Home, 318 East Broad Street in
Westfield.
March 31, 2005

Beatrice M. Glynn, 85, Volunteer;
Was Faithful Servant to Her Lord
Beatrice M. Biddulph Glynn, 85,
of Scotch Plains was called by her
precious Lord to join in his heavenly
kingdom on Sunday, March 27. Trusting in her Lord, she entered eternal
life peacefully at her home.
Beatrice entered this life in
Plainfield, the beloved daughter of
the late John and Charlotte Biddulph.
She resided in Scotch Plains for her
entire life.
As a faithful servant to her Lord,
Beatrice loved to volunteer her time
for the Lord’s work at Woodside
Chapel in Fanwood and for missionary service.
She was predeceased by her loving
husband, Thomas Glynn, in 1996.
“Beattie” will be missed by her beloved children, Jerilyn Earle, Sharon
Roglieri, Catherine DiDonato and her

husband, Walter, Thomas Glynn and
his wife, Josie, John Glynn and his
wife, Jane, and Michael Glynn and his
wife, Kitty, and her grandchildren,
Michelle and Scott Earle, Tim, James
and Thomas Glynn, Joseph Roglieri,
Rebecca, Rachel and Randal Glynn,
Kelly, Leah, Bryan and Tara DiDonato,
and Michael Glynn, Jr.
Funeral services were held yesterday, Wednesday, March 30, at the
Woodside Chapel. Interment followed
at Graceland Memorial Park in
Kenilworth.
Arrangements were by the Memorial Funeral Home, 155 South Avenue in Fanwood.
Memorial contributions may be made
to Christian Missions in Many Lands,
P.O. Box 13, Spring Lake 07762.
March 31, 2005

Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the
Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 4100

Cranford
218 North Avenue
276-0255
Charles V. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 3703

– Obituaries –
DEATH NOTICE

Janet Ivanoff, 94, Devoted to Her Family;
Enjoyed Arts, Literature and Gardening
Janet Hough Eldridge Ivanoff, 94, wife, Mary Jo, of Harrisburg, Pa. and
died on Friday, March 11, 2005 at John Simpson Eldridge of Cranford,
Carrington Place in Matthews, N.C. N.J.; her children, Joan Ivanoff Shope
She was born on April 17, 1910 in and her husband, John, of Newtown,
Elizabeth, N.J., the daughter of Sidney Conn., Alexandra Ivanoff Denny and
Wintringham Eldridge
her husband, Frederick,
and Etta Constance
of Longmont, Colo. and
Bickel.
Nicholas
Andrew
Mrs. Ivanoff graduIvanoff and his wife,
ated in 1928 from the
Brenda, of Charlotte,
Vale Deane School in
N.C., and eight grandElizabeth, N.J. and in
children, Cynthia Shope
1932 from Vassar ColJeffries Knox, John Anlege with a major in
drew Shope, Nicholas
modern languages.
Alexander
Shope,
She was married to
Joshua Mathewson
the late Andrew Ivan
Denny, Sydney Eldridge
Ivanoff and had lived in
Denny
Dickey,
many parts of the United
Katherine
Ivanoff
States and in Tokyo, JaSmith,
Holly
Elizabeth
Janet Ivanoff
pan, along with her three
Ivanoff and Michelle
children as her husband served in the Ivanoff Bechman.
Army Air Corps. Mrs. Ivanoff moved
National Cremation Services of
to Charlotte, N.C. in 2000.
Charlotte, N.C. is assisting the family
She appreciated culture and the of Mrs. Ivanoff. A private memorial
arts, literature, especially biography, service will take place at 2 p.m. on
and was a lifelong reader of The New Sunday, May 15, in the Chapel of The
York Times, as well as a supporter of Presbyterian Church in Westfield.
PBS and NPR. Mrs. Ivanoff devoted
The family would like to thank the
time to the Family and Children’s staff at Carrington Place in Matthews
Society; Planned Parenthood; Vassar for their loving, attentive care of Mrs.
Club activities; Church World Ser- Ivanoff during her stay there.
vice, and her Women’s Circle at
The family requests that memorial
donations be given to The Presbytechurch.
In addition to being with her family, rian Church in Westfield, 140 Mounshe was happiest tending her garden tain Avenue, Westfield, N.J. 07090,
and enjoying the beauty of others.
where Mrs. Ivanoff was a member for
She is survived by her brothers, over 40 years.
March 31, 2005
Thomas Richard Eldridge and his

Community/County News
County Historical Society
Sets Anniversary Luncheon
WESTFIELD – The Union County
Historical Society will celebrate its
126th anniversary at a luncheon at 3
p.m. on Sunday, April 17, at B.G.
Fields Restaurant, located at 560
Springfield Avenue in Westfield.
William Frolich of Roselle, a local
historian, will speak about Beacon
Number 10 on Beacon Hill, now in
Summit, which was lit to call the
militiamen when the British attacked
the Spring fields on June 23, 1780, in
an effort to get through the gap in the
Watchung Mountains to Morristown,
where General George Washington’s
supplies were stored.

Mr. Frolich was among the group
in 1980 that erected the Beacon at
Briant Park in Summit and set it on
fire to celebrate the event. His talk
will be illustrated with photographs
that he took of the construction and
burning of the beacon.
The cost of the luncheon is $20 for
members and $25 for non-members.
Checks should be made payable to
the Union County Historical Society
and sent to Jean-Rae Turner at P.O.
Box 241, Elizabeth 07207-0241. Attendees should also indicate their
choice of entrée: broiled fish, London Broil or roast capon.

‘Healthy Kids Day’ Planned
Saturday at F-SP YMCA
SCOTCH PLAINS – Children and
their parents are invited to attend
“Healthy Kids Day” on Saturday,
April 2, from 1 to 4 p.m. at the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA, located at 1340 Martine Avenue in
Scotch Plains.
Open to YMCA members as well
as non-members, Healthy Kids Day
is a nationally celebrated, free afternoon of fun that promotes healthy
living. Participants will have an opportunity to enjoy a variety of activities and demonstrations in the areas
of safety, health, athletics and fitness.
The Scotch Plains Police Department will offer DARE information,
as well as Child Identification and
Stranger Awareness programs.
Additionally, the Scotch Plains Rescue Squad will conduct tours of an
ambulance, while the Union County
Police Department will offer child
safety seat inspections. The Union
County Sheriff’s K-9 Unit will even
pay a visit.
For the first time, this annual event
will feature the Adventure Guides
Carnival, complete with a moonwalk
and carnival games. The pool will be
open for family swim, while a supervised gymnastics obstacle course will
be available in the gymnasium.
Rounding out the day will be fit-

ness demonstrations, healthy snacks,
prizes, face painting and a host of
other activities such as Home Depot’s
Woodshop for Kids.
The first 100 children to attend will
receive a free T-shirt. For more information on Healthy Kids Day, please
call the Fanwood-Scotch Plains
YMCA at (908) 889-8880.

Rabbi to Read Stories
Of Passover on April 5
COUNTY – Rabbi Michael
Klayman, spiritual leader of Temple
Beth O’r/Beth Torah in Clark, will
read stories of Passover on Tuesday,
April 5, from 7 to 8 p.m. at the Barnes
& Noble bookstore, located at 1180
Raritan Road in Clark.
Passover is the eight-day observance commemorating the freedom
and exodus of the Israelites from
Egypt during the reign of the Pharaoh
Rameses II. The program, featuring
readings for children and adults, will
be open to the public free of charge.
Passover begins on the 15th day of
the Jewish month of Nissan. As the
Jewish day begins at sundown the
night before, for the year 2005 the
first night of Passover will be Saturday, April 23.
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DEATH NOTICE

Frederick R. Clark, 58, Was Veteran;
Business Owner Earned Safety Award
Frederick R. Clark, 58, of
Middlesex died on Wednesday, March
23, at Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital in New Brunswick.
Born in Plainfield, he grew up in
Westfield and moved to Middlesex
30 years ago.
Fred was the owner-operator of the
FR Truck Company in Middlesex for
28 years. A member of the OwnerOperators Independent Drivers Association, he recently was honored
and received an award from the association for being a 10-Year Safe
Driver.
He served in the United States
Marine Corps in Vietnam and was a
life member of the Military Order of
the Purple Heart-Chapter 0027 and
the Disabled American VeteransSomerville Chapter. Fred also belonged to American Legion Post No.
306 of Middlesex.
He liked to hunt and fish, and also
enjoyed boating. Fred collected die
cast trucks of all kinds and had a hat
depicting every part of his life.
Surviving are his wife of 38 years,
Susan A. Perry Clark; three sons,
Jeffrey Clark, Paul Clark and his wife,
Maria, and Russell Clark, all of
Middlesex; a daughter, Wendysue
Clark, also of Middlesex; his granddaughters Arielle, Sarah and Marissa;

his grandson, Raymond, and his sisters, Judy Trudson and Shirley Fielder,
both of Westfield.
A funeral service was held on Tuesday, March 29, at the Middlesex Funeral Home in Middlesex. Interment
took place at Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield.
March 31, 2005

DEATH NOTICE
Antonia Migliozzi, 90
Antonia Feola Migliozzi, 90, of
Point Pleasant died on Tuesday, March
22, at home.
Born in Italy, she came to the United
States in 1957. She had lived in
Westfield before relocating to Point
Pleasant four-and-a-half years ago.
Mrs. Migliozzi was a homemaker.
She was predeceased by her husband, Louis Migliozzi, in 1985.
Surviving are a son, Nicholas
Migliozzi of Point Pleasant; a daughter and son-in-law, Clara and Lennie
Carson of Branchburg, and two grandchildren, Donna and Kevin.
A funeral service was held on
Thursday, March 24, at the Van Hise
and Callagan Funeral Home of Point
Pleasant Beach. Interment followed
at Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.
March 31, 2005

Bertha Unger, 101, Had Been Member
Of Hadassah and Friendship Group
Bertha Miller Unger, 101, of
Westfield died on Tuesday, March
22, at Westfield Center-Genesis
ElderCare in Westfield.
Born in New York City on January
26, 1904, she had resided in Jersey
City and Hempstead, N.Y. prior to
moving to Westfield in 1978.
Mrs. Unger was a member of
Hadassah, the Friendship Group at
Temple Emanu-El and the Senior Citizens Group at Westfield Senior Housing, all in Westfield. Additionally, she
belonged to the Jewish Home and Clara

de Hirsch, both of Jersey City.
She was predeceased by her husband, Albert D. Unger.
Surviving are two daughters, Abby
Gott of Bayonne and Elaine Kolker
of Westfield; five grandchildren and
11 great-grandchildren.
Funeral services were held on
Thursday, March 25, from the
Menorah Chapels at Millburn in
Union. Interment took place at the
Baron Hirsch Cemetery in Staten Island, N.Y.
March 31, 2005

Center For Hope Auxiliary
Conducts Benefit Raffle
COUNTY – The Center for Hope
Hospice and Palliative Care – Ladies
Auxiliary is inviting area residents to
participate in a 50/50 raffle to raise
funds to benefit the Center for Hope
Hospice.
Only 1,000 tickets will be offered
for sale, at $25 each. Half of the raffle
proceeds will benefit the Center for
Hope Hospice and the other half will
be awarded as follows:
First prize: 50 percent of the winning share; second prize: 30 percent
of the winning share, and third prize:

20 percent of the winning share.
Interested individuals may send a
check for $25 made payable to the
Center for Hope Hospice to: Center
for Hope Hospice and Palliative Care,
Attention – Mary M. Davis, 1900
Raritan Road, Scotch Plains 07076.
For more information, please call Ms.
Davis at (908) 288-9114.
The drawing will be held at 8:30
p.m. on Tuesday, May 3, at the
Northside Trattoria Restaurant, 16
Prospect Street in Westfield. Winners
need not be present.

Nature Club to Hear Talk
On ‘Butterfly Gardening’
MOUNTAINSIDE – On Tuesday,
April 5, at 7:30 p.m., the Greater
Watchung Nature Club will meet in
the courtroom of the Mountainside
Municipal Building, located off New
Providence Road just prior to the
traffic light on Route 22.
Connie Kallas, a member of
Rutgers Cooperative Extension-Master Gardeners of Somerset and
Hunterdon Counties, will speak on
“Butterfly Gardening.”
She will show attendees how to
adapt their gardens to accommodate
the 20 or so abundant butterfly species throughout all phases of their
metamorphoses.
On Saturday, April 9, the club will
sponsor a trip to Kittatinny Valley
State Park, where participants will
walk on level, cinder railroad beds
through this valley of farms, forests
and abandoned mining sites.
Interested individuals will meet at 8
a.m. at the south side of the Fanwood

train station off South Avenue for
carpooling. The group leader will be
Tom Halliwell. A second meeting time
and place will be at the site, directions
for which may be obtained by calling
Mr. Halliwell at (973) 347-5071.
The first of the club’s four Walker
Walks, named for members Bob and
Molly Walker, will take place on Sunday, April 24, at 7 a.m. at Echo Lake
Park in Mountainside, where members will look for migrating spring
birds.
These short walks are designed for
both beginner and experienced birders,
and guests are welcome. Coffee and
buns will be served at 9 a.m.
Participants will meet at “the
Birches” parking lot, which is the second lot on the right at the top of a slight
rise in the road from the Springfield
Avenue entrance, or the second lot on
the left from the Mountain Avenue
entrance. Guests are always welcome
at club meetings and on trips.

‘Healthy Kids Day’ on Tap
Saturday at Westfield ‘Y’
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Area
“Y,” located at 220 Clark Street in
Westfield, will present “Healthy Kids
Day” on Saturday, April 2, from 1 to
4 p.m.
Open to the public, this afternoon
of free events will promote lifelong
physical health, family activities and
safe and healthy communities.
Activities will include an inflatable
obstacle course; indoor rock climbing; arts and crafts; face painting; carnival games; car seat safety check; a
performance by the nationally ranked
Aqua Ducks synchronized swim team;

Fly Tying by Trout Unlimited, and representatives from U.K. Elite, the
Westfield Police Department, Westfield
Memorial Library, Prevention Links
and the Westfield Running Club.
Health professionals including Dr.
Tricia Mastropietro, a chiropractor;
Dr. Timothy McCabe, a dentist, and
Nancy Lesner, a nutritionist, also will
be on hand.
Additionally, there will be a summer
day camp open house; healthy refreshments, including yogurt donated by
Dannon; raffles and prizes, and special
guests Sponge Bob and Spidey.
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Second Marking Period Honor Roll Students Revealed
By Westfield High School Principal Dr. Robert Petix
WESTFIELD – Westfield High
School Principal Dr. Robert Petix reported the names of students placed
on the Distinguished Honor Roll and
Regular Honor Roll for the second
marking period of the 2004-2005 academic year.
For the classes of 2005, 2006, and
2007, a student must attain all “A’s”
in major subjects and no grade lower
than “B” in any minor subject for
inclusion on the Distinguished Honor
Roll, or a grade of “A” or “B” in all
subjects, major or minor, for inclusion on the Regular Honor Roll.
Beginning with the Class of 2008,
determination of inclusion on the
Honor Roll will be based on All Subject Grade Point Average, with no
grade lower than “B” (3.75 to 4.0) for
Distinguished Honor Roll and no
grade lower than “B” (3.50 to 3.74)
for the Regular Honor Roll.
DISTINGUISHED HONOR ROLL
GRADE 12 – 29 STUDENTS
Susanna Baranchuk Meisha Hill
Gina Castrorao
Edward Kramkowski
Christina Cordeiro Andrew Levy
Ashley Current
Kristen Materek
Leah Di Matteo
Ashley Molson
Brian Dunstan
Hillary Nicoll
Lauren Eisenberg Tara O’Donohue
Jessie Elkoury
Angela Parisi
Christine Ellis
Elizabeth Purcell
Michael Fantini
Kayli Spialter
Michael Feniger
Christine Stirrat
Scott Fishberg
Justin Tullo
Laura Gabriel
Megan Valenti
Camille Hausheer Zoe Zachariades
Tammy Zurawa

REGULAR HONOR ROLL
GRADE 12 – 174 STUDENTS
Michael Adamcik
Michael Agresta
John Paul Bartolomeo
Lisa Basile
Jeffrey Bayne
Michael Beil
Jeremy Berk
Amy Bernstein
Brooke Bernstein
Diego Betancourt
Evan Bilheimer
Eloise Birdsey
Matthew Boyle
Jake Brandman
Samuel Brenner
Stephanie Bridgman
Wesley Brockway
Alexandria Brummell
George Bucci
Leah Burke
Jacqueline Burns
Lauren Campo
Darek Candelore
Caroline Cariste
Natasha Carlos
Jordan Cassidy
Garrett Cockren
Amanda Cohen
Lyndsay Couture
Brent Davis
Urmi Dedhiya
Thomas Del Duca
Amanda Dickson
Carina Don
Mark Doss
Athina Doutis
Jeffrey Dresely
Gilad Edelman
Jamie Elbaum
Shaun Elwell
Lina Eriksson
Katherine Fahrenthold
Jenna Federgreen
Allison Feldman
Meaghan Fitzpatrick
Drew Flast
Megan Fowler
Kristina Fraites
Evan Frankel
Danielle Fried
Benjamin Fulton
David Ganz
Lauren Gelmetti
Jennifer Gerckens
Deanna Goldner
Paul Goldweitz
Ashton Golembo
Justin Goncalves
Michael Gorski
Julie Gralla
James Hanas
Mark Harbaugh
Monica Harris
Marie-Claire Hausseguy
Christina Henry
Alexandra Hermann
Craig Hewitt
Christopher Hild
Katelyn Hoens
Richard Hughes
Bryan Kahn
Charles Kalis
Brian Kender
Edward Kerins
John Kerr
Valerie Kerr
Samuel Kim
Christy King
Sarah Klass
Rebecca Korn
Jeremy Krell
Matthew Kukis
Michelle Kuppersmith
Margaret Lee
Sara Lesko
Abigail Lewis
Alyson Ludmer

Christian Luker
Elizabeth MacKay
Emily Rose MacNeil
Nicholas Malaspina
Christina Marcus
Bridget Martucci
Sarah Masel
Rebecca Mason
Mary McCall
Erin McCloskey
Tara Meagher
Suzanne Merkelson
Jared Messina
Sara Metwaly
Michelle Morawski
Taylor Mulvee
Joel Nemec
Barrett Newellr
Lauren Nolan
Claire O’Boyle
Katharine Okamoto
Annie Onishi
Emily Ortuso
Brian Oxman
Giovanna Palatucci
Justine Palme
Brett Paulan
Jeffrey Pazdro
Rebecca Perch
Sarah Perch
Bryan Power
Dina Ragab
David Reinhardt
Alison Beth Rodino
Jessica Ropars
Abigail Rosenstein
Gregory Ryan, Jr.
Gregory Salmon
John Sawicki
Willa Schaefer
William Schoenbach
Rebecca Schulman
Lindsay Seagull
Ashley Seitz
Kirsten Selert
Ryan Shallcross
Sasha Sharif
Emily Sheehan
Neda Simaika
Anne Siwulec
Andrew Skoller
Katherine Smith
Lisa Smythe
Dana Brett Spass
Brad Speck
Amanda Spector
Matthew Statton
Robin Streit
Elizabeth Strickland
Monica Sull
Brendan Sullivan
Jessica Sussman
Jonathan Tannenbaum
Mikala Tidswell
Allison Tiedrich
David Torres
Elizabeth Trimble
Christopher Tropeano
Allison Turitz
Denise Vassena
John Velasco
Christopher Velderman
Brittany Vella
Meghan Wasiak
Alec Wasserman
Brian Waters
Jacqueline Weidman
Elizabeth Werner
Benjamin Wieder
Lauren Winchester
Cameron Wong
Li Yang
Qiaozi Yang
Anne Yingling
Michael Zahler
Lorena Zamarelli
Nicole Zubizarreta

DISTINGUISHED HONOR ROLL
GRADE 11 – 18 STUDENTS
Dana Barrasso
Miriam Becker-Cohen
Stephen Caprario
Alissa Eisenberg
Lindsay Elbaum
Diana Goodman
Kaitlin Gorman
Erica Greene
Erik Jacobsen

Guglielmo Laurenzi
Rachel Leopold
Jonathan Maimon
Jennifer Metz
Jason Rea
Emily Singer
Jennifer Sipe
Yuchen Zhang
Alex Zierler

REGULAR HONOR ROLL
GRADE 11 – 176 STUDENTS
David Ackerman
Casey Ackermann
Kristin Aguero
Katharine Anderson
Kevin Anderson
Rachel Barrett
Julie Bennett
Lauren Bentivegna
Norite Bercovicz
Lee Bernstein
Maurice Blackmon
Kevin Block
John Bogatko
Thomas Bottini
Kyler Boyd

Jason Kealy
Michael Kenny
Lindsay Kleiman
Angelina Kozak
Jaclyn Lack
Emma Laird
Lucija Landeka
Stephanie Lederman
Andrew Lent
Matthew Leong
Caroline Leung
Alexander Lewis
Feng Kevin Liang
Xiao-Yang Lin
Jessica Lipschutz

George Braun
Alison Bridgman
Sarah Brois
Nicholas Brownstone
Andrew Brunhofer
Brian Burdulia
Michael Burns
Christopher Byrne
Megan Camillo
Michelle Catenacci
Jonathan Chananie
Rachel Charatan
Abby Chazanow
Lisa Chen
Raymond Chen
Jeanine Clark
Katherine Clark
Emily Cleaves
Jesse Cohn
Joseph Corea
Ashley Cunningham
Patrick Daurio
Katherine DeProspero
Christine Deserio
Kevin Devaney
Louis Devita
Lindsey Devlin
Michael Diaz
Gianna DiFrancesco
Monica Doss
Aris Doutis
Monica Dreyer
Margaret Driscoll
Diana Dunnan
Jane Eilbacher
Craig Ellis
Laura Fernandez
Marykate Flannery
Allison Fleder
Kyle Fleming
Kerilyn Foley
Kristen Fortino
Courtney Fox-Sherman
Daniel Freire
Thomas Fringer
Danielle Frogley
Lucy Fromtling
John Gagliano
Jesse Garfinkel
Adam Gaskill
Pierce Gaynor
Sarah Gerber
Joshua Gerckens
Kyle Gillyard
Jeffrey Goldstein
Andrea Gordon
Jessica Graham
Amanda Gross
Ryan Gundrum
Kunal Gupta
James Gutierrez
Ben Harel
Lauren Heffernan
Eric Hewitt
Meaghan Higgins
James Hoban
Jillian Hobson
Benjamin Holt
Katherine Itz
Katherine Jarmas
Kristopher Kagan
Noelle Kandigian
Alexander Kao

Caitlin Lisooey
Rachael Louie
Caroline Luppescu
Erin Mack
Caitlin Mahoney
Samantha Manetti
Joann Mathew
Kevin McAlister
Kaitlin McGovern
Daniel McGrory
Matthew Melino
Norman Michalek
Kimberly Milan
Samantha Miller
Lauren Mitchell
Samantha Mooney
Jessica Moskowitz
Kyle Murray
Julia Nelson
Ravenna Neville
Alexandra Nish
Daniel Noonan
Thomas O’Brien
Carly Oliff
Jillian Olsen
Giovanna Pafumi
Carrie Palumbo
Eunice Park
Sarah Patankar
Jeffrey Perrella
Annie Peyton
Christopher Pinheiro
Courtney Pogue
Alexandra Psyhojos
James Pullicino
Kathryne Read
Caitlin Reilly
Luke Ricci
Elizabeth Riddle
Ameer Rogers
S. Kaitlin Rogers
Steven Royston
Kelly Ann Ruhl
Jayne Ruotolo
Chelsea Saggio
Amy Santoriello
Richard Scialabba
Eric Scrudato
Benjamin Shiffman
David Scott Shottland
Brittany Simone
Lauren Sinnenberg
Kathleen Solan
Zal Spialter
Katlin Swadosh
Thomas Taylor
Jeffrey Thomashow
Alan Tso
Rachel Barri Tucker
Ralph Turlington
Jennifer Urciuoli
Kayla Vandervort
Mary Walsh
Tad Walsh
Kevin Wicks
Colin Willard
Eric Williams
Jeremy Wolf
Tianyu Anny Wu
Brian Thomas Lee
Michael Yee
Yue Zhu
Samantha Zucker

Ilene Goodman
Kate Statton
William Harbaugh Caroline Steller
Matthew Harris
Jack Sternal
Zachary Harris
Thomas Stewart
Kelly Ann Hausseguy
Virginia
Stroup
Ying He
Katherine Taylor
Stephen Heine
Julie Tiedrich
Jonathan Helfand Douglas Townsend
Leanne Hewit
John Trimble
Timothy Hou
Andrea Turitz
Maureen Hughes
William Uhr
Daniel Johnson
Nicole Vendetti
Troy Johnson
Michael Venezia
Su Jun
Jason Waks
Christopher Kalis Scott Warner
Gillian Kape
Josh Wasserman
Anya Kaplan
Linda Wat
Ilana Kaplan
Jonathan Weintraub
Emily Kaplowitz
Leigh Weissman
Melanie Kaufhold Francesca Welham
Daniel Kehler
Heather Welham
Valerie Keil
Robert Whitehead
James Kelly
Molly Williams
Meredith Kender
Charles Woehr
Erika Kettleson
Cassandra Wright
Emily Kieczykowski Alexander Wronski
Elizabeth Kline
Caroline Yost
Bryan Knapp
Benjamin Zakarin
Anna Koehler
Aron Zavaro

Katherine Douglas
Connor Doyle
Evan Einstein
William Eisenberg
Michele Eniclerico
Josefine Eriksson
Craig Esposito
John Falzon
Matthew Feniger
Renee Ferio
Vincent Fitzpatrick
Lauren Frankfort
Christopher Franks
Evan Friedman
Melissa Gallagher
Lynne Ganley
Shayna Gearhart
William Geltzeiler
Matthew Gralla
Aidan Granstrand
Rachel Gray
Britta Greene
Peter Griesmer
Elizabeth Harbaugh
Jessica Harmer
Caitlin Hewett
Jonathan Holt
Neil Huskey
David Hyslip
Melanie Jackson

Stephanie Rowe
Erin Scialabba
Roshni Shah
Kevin Shallcross
Jessica Sheft-Ason
Danielle Shoback
Anna Smith
Melissa Souto
Vincent Spinelli
Patrick Stanley
Daniel Strauss
Jacqueline Sull
Kelli Sullivan
Liane Sullivan
Danielle Tepper
Lindsay Tishberg
Christine Tolias
Julia Valentin
Melissa Virzi
Lindsay Walsh
Cindy Wang
Daniela Weiner
Hannah Weisman
John Wilt
Matthew Wolski
Tianyou Xu
Suzanne Yavuz
Katharine Young
Eric Zagorski
Xinyi Zhang

DISTINGUISHED HONOR ROLL
GRADE 9 – 133 STUDENTS

REGULAR HONOR ROLL
GRADE 9 – 71 STUDENTS

Jessica Anderson
Samuel Johnson
Samantha Anderson Allison Kehler
Alexandra Annis
Angela Kerins
Marlee Austin
Jaclyn Kirna
Erin Bange
Ross Kleiman
Ben Baron
Stephanie Korunow
Jeremy Bender
Alison Lambert
Claire Bennett
Dzmitry Lamianski
Danielle Bercovicz Matthew Loughlin
Matthew Blutfield Toni Ma
Kristen Boersig
Benjamin Maimon
Laryssa Borkowsky Daniel Markowski
Lauren Brachman Catherine Marvin
Jennifer Brotman Rebecca McNulty
Nina Brownstone
Pratik Mehta
Caitlin Burke
Michael Melillo
Emma Byer
Holly Messina
Andrew Calvaruso Katherine Meylor
Jessica Campo
Ariel Mone
Gil Scott Chapman Kimberly Morawski
Samantha Chu
Marissa Mumford
Catherine Cognetti Ravi Netravali
Christina Cognetti Christina Obiajulu
Elise Colasanti
Ellen O’Brien
Jordana Confino
Anne O’Neill
Caitlin Corkery
Aditi Parekh
Kyle Cortley
Alexandra Pecora
Emily Cozzi
Marissa Perch
Barbara D’Agosto Maya Pincus
Julie Daurio
Stephanie Pinheiro
Joshua David
Alice Pyo
Ian Devaney
Carolyn Raphael
Melvin Diep
Mark Reimlinger
Alison Donohue
Josephine Reinhardt
Kerriann Dooley
Bena Reiter
Benjamin Dornfield Crista Ricci

Timothy Adamcik Tim Kuehn
Stephen Aswad
Drew Lasar
Brendan Berkowitz Max Lazar
William Bertoni
Eunsol-Vickt Lee
Anusuya Bharadwaj Jeffrey Manders
Lauren Brunhofer Benjamin Mason
Marlena Cortese
Christopher Miller
Leigh Couture
Zachary Minken
Michael Dibble
Haley Mustard
Jared Dornfeld
Scott Newman
Rose Driscoll
Michael Nika
John Dugan
Kate O’Connor
Danielle Evans
Gabrielle O’Leary
Bryan Fitzpatrick Justin Olsen
Alexander Fruchtman Mia Pafumi
Brittney Gallagher Andrew Realmuto
Rachel Ganz
Michael Rediker
Matthew Gelmetti Rebecca Reyman
Augustin Gibbons Kirk Sabnani
Katie Goellner
Sari Schwartz
Luke Granstrand Danielle Sgalardi
Jared Greene
Elizabeth Shannon
Alexander Greenspan Allison Sharkey
Diane Hagmann
Deborah Siegel
Elizabeth Hawkins Rachel Ann St. Lifer
Agustina Healy
Ann-Marie Valentine
Salonia Henry
Joseph Vall-Llobera
Brandon Heroux
Brittany Van Sickle
Lauren Huff
Nicole Venezia
Danielle Infantino Emily Walus
Christine Kandigian Arielle Wegbreit
Michael Kane
Kristian Wendel
Kristen Koepfler
Caitlin Whitlock
Kaitlin Kominsky Cathryn Winchester
Alexander Kopp
Kirsten Woodfield
Trevor Yee

DISTINGUISHED HONOR ROLL
GRADE 10 – 22 STUDENTS
Stephanie Baeder
Beth Budnick
Luc Charansonney
Brian Checchio
Kathryn Cronen
Kristen Dilzell
Casey Elkoury
Alena Fleming
Lindsay Goldberg
Kate Kovalenko
Neha Limaye

Nathan Margolin
Amanda McQuade
Rachel Newberg
Courtney Phillips
Matthew Renart
Nathaniel Roquet
Marlena Sheridan
Katherine Steenberg
Satya Tagat
Samantha Vitale
Ayn Carlee Wisler

REGULAR HONOR ROLL
GRADE 10 – 204 STUDENTS
Randi Ackerman
Amy Altszuler
Matthew Amato
Aubrey Ambinder
Erica Ammermuller
Kimberly Angus
Kaitlyn Anness
Sara Anthony
Philip Anton
Seth Applebaum
Anthony Arnold
Jillian Aronson
John Attanasio
Victoria Attanasio
Luke Baran
Brian Bayne
Amy Behr
Gregory Boyle
Emily Bregman
Jessica Cain
Andrew Cantor
Patrina Caruana
Matthew Carville
Tiffany Cayado
Julia Cederroth
Brian Checchio
Lingbo Chen
Chloe Cherin
Christopher Chou
Theodore Chou
Stephanie Christiano
Justin Chu
Kimberly Cifuentes
Anthony Cocuzza
Kristina Cofone
Catherine Cordeiro
G. Peter Cornell
Tara Daly
Jennifer Danielsson
Seth Davidson
Emily DeRosa
Nicole DiBenedetto
Daniel DiFabio
Kelly Dohm
Ashley Dunnan
Aaron Eisenberg
Christopher Engel
Felicia Erlich
Kate Fallon
Elizabeth Falzon
Jasmine Farmer
Megan Feeney
Rachael Feeney
Lauren Finestein
Jonathan Finkel
Nicole Finkel
Kaitlin Fleck
Andrew Ford
Remi Formal
Alexander Forstenhausler
Claire Fox
Kylie Fraser
Joshua Friedman
Sheri Friedman
Jason Frost
Kelly Furlong
Angelina Garneva
Sarah Garry
Emily Gee
Kelly Gelber
Kyle Gibbons
Andrew Goldman
Marissa Goldner

Adam Koll
Julia Korn
Edward Langer
Jennifer Laspata
Brian Lee
Kimberly Legones
Matthew Leonard
Kai Liu
Mary Kate Luker
Alyssa Lund
Claire MacDonald
Jeffrey Maehl
Thomas Malaspina
Adelle Mantle
Michael Marks
Christopher Mattes
Kevin Maus
Natalia Mavrogiannis
Patrick McCabe
Erin McCarthy
Lauren McCurdy
Rebecca McQuade
Harrison Mercado
Philip Micele
Georgia Mierswa
Katherine Morgan
Alexander Mucci
Stephanie Musat
Jeffrey Mysel
Natalie Narotzky
Jesse Natale
Hary Nayer
Jaclyn Nicoll
Julienne Niemiera
Roberto Olivares
Kevin O’Rourke
Caitlyn Oster
Andrew Patel-Schneider
Ojus Patil
Tara Picaro
Olivia Pomann
Colleen Psomas
Adric Quackenbush
Sarah Queller
Ellen Ramage
Jonathan Ramalho
Daniella Regencia
Nicole Reich
Jessica Riegel
Drew Ritter
Lindsey Romano
Adam Rubin
Peter Rucinsky
George Russo
Ryan Salmon
Lindsey Sauerwein
Elizabeth Scanlon
Melanie Schor
Laura Schwab
Ian Schwartz
William Schwartz
Julie Anne Shelman
John-William Sidhom
Allison Simon
Joseph Simone
Jenna Skoller
Leanne Skorge
Arielle Smelkinson
Brendan Smith
Bryan Smith
Jacqueline Snyder
Jesse Solomon
Brent Souders

FEELING LUCKY…Music teacher Liz Murad and parents Ellen Schneider and
Kathi Sottosanti entered their raffle tickets in hopes of winning a grand prize at
the annual fashion show/dinner “Go Wild,” which was sponsored by the
Mountainside Parent Teacher Association on March 3 at L’Affaire. Over 450
women attended to event, which will benefit cultural enrichment programs at
Deerfield and Beechwood Schools.

Dorson Baby Care, Inc.
Would you like time, rest and comfort after the birth of your
baby? Dorson Baby Care will give you the attention and care
that you and your baby deserve!
We Prov
Provide:
e:

x

Liv n, Liv
Live-in,
Live-out
out,, full and part time baby
by
s & nann
s
nurses
nannies

x

Baby
Ba
by and
a d family
f ily support just a
afterr childb
childbirth

Accredited by the NJ
Commission on Accreditation
for Home Care, Inc.

Expectant Moms: Call now to reserve your baby nurse

(973) 672-7691 (732) 376-0003
www.dorsonhomecare.com

The YWCA Eastern Union County
gratefully acknowledges support from
The Thomas Glasser Foundation,
The Westfield Foundation, Westfield Welcome Club
Woman’s Club of Westfield
for Project Protect
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Concepts & Thought
‘Day of Discovery’ Scheduled
By SPFHS Diversity Council
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Diversity
Council at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School (SPFHS) will host “Day
of Discovery,” a daylong event on
Tuesday, April 5, at the high school.
According to SPFHS Principal Dr.
David Heisey and Kathleen Meyer,
the Public Information Coordinator
for Scotch Plains-Fanwood Public
Schools, the purpose of “Day of Discovery” is to “enrich and sensitize the
student body concerning bias in general, and more specifically, race/ethnic bias, sexual-orientation-based bias
and socio-economic stereotypes.”
Keynote speakers will attend, including Hester Agudosi of the New
Jersey State Attorney General’s Office. She serves as the Chief of Bias
Crime and Community Relations.
Another speaker, Dr. Mykee Fowlin,
will also discuss diversity issues. He
has presented to schools and corporations in the United States and Europe.
His visit is sponsored and funded by
the Parent Teacher Association.
Dr. Fowlin will also offer a special
presentation for parents at Terrill
Middle School on April 5 at 7 p.m. in
the school auditorium.

The event will also include a handson project, “Global Beads,” during
which participants will be split into
groups and encouraged to break away
from their “comfort zones” to work
as a team. The activity is being donated through a partnership with Price
Waterhouse Cooper.
Breakout sessions will also occur
throughout the day, facilitated by volunteer speakers from areas within the community, government agencies, local corporations, and the Diversity Council.

Coffee With Dr. Choye
Rescheduled for Apr. 4
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Parent
Teacher Association-sponsored
Superintendent’s Coffee, which was
originally scheduled for Tuesday,
March 1, at Park Middle School and
was postponed due to inclement
weather, has been rescheduled for
Monday, April 4, at 7:30 p.m.
Community members are invited
to visit informally with Superintendent of Schools Dr. Carol Choye at
Park School to discuss their questions, concerns and other issues.

THE TROPICS IN WESTFIELD…As a culminating activity after reading the novel,
“Island of the Blue Dolphins” by Scott O’Dell, fourth graders in Palma Vella’s class
at Washington Elementary School in Westfield enjoyed a tropical celebration.

Annual ‘Dollars For Students’
Canvass Slated by Foundation
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Scholarship Foundation will conduct its 38th annual
residential canvass, “Dollars For Students” on Saturday, April 9, and
Sunday, April 10.
The foundation is seeking contributions to provide financial assistance to deserving Scotch Plains and
Fanwood student residents in their
post-high school education.
Approximately 100 local high
school students will be making doorto-door solicitations and manning
stationary locations throughout the
township and borough.
In addition to its own fundraising
efforts, the foundation also administers scholarships by 23 local individuals and organizations, as well as
administering the capital of 25 established scholarship funds.
Since it was established in 1966,
the foundation has administered
$1,280,655 in scholarships for the

benefit of local pupils. Last year,
$103,260 of financial aid was distributed by the foundation to 92 of
the students who applied.
This year, the screening committee is in the process of evaluating 120 applications from local
high school and college students.
With community donations to enhance the foundation’s “Dollars
For Students” awards, which the
group hopes will total $25,000, a
total of over $105,000 is planned
to be given for the 2005-2006 academic year.
The canvass and a direct-mail effort are the foundation’s only
fundraising efforts for its “Dollars
For Students” scholarships.
Residents who are not contacted
in person by a student or who do not
find an envelope by their door may
send donations to the Scotch PlainsFanwood Scholarship Foundation,
P.O. Box 123, Fanwood 07023.
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URBAN TO WORK WITH VETERAN PITCHING STAFF

UCT Champ Raiders Aware
Of Stiff Baseball Challenge
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

All opponents in the Watchung
Conference (WC) and Union County
(UC) will be throwing their best pitchers at the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
baseball team this season in order to
dethrone the reigning WC National
Division and UCT champs. This sea-

son, the conference and the county
are loaded with very talented teams
and the Raiders are well aware of the
challenge ahead.
The Raiders, who finished 18-5
last year and came on like “Gang
Busters” to finish the month of May
with a 14-1 record, return their entire
pitching staff and will place all se-

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WORKING OUT THE KINKS…The defending Union County champion Raider
baseball team works out the kinks before beginning their indoor skills training.

niors in the starting lineup. Starting
on the mound will be seniors James
Scalfaro (winning pitcher in the UCT
finals), Sean Varsolona, Marco
Giasullo and Matt Scibek. Senior
shortstop and team captain Chris
D’Annunzio will be quite a boon in
relief along with lefty Drew Howell
and junior Colin Weber, both whom
pitched well last year at the junior
varsity level.
“Most likely it’s going to be
Scarfaro, Giasullo, Varsolona doing
most of the starting and probably
using D’Annunzio for a closing role,”
said Raider Head Coach Tom
Baylock, the 2004 UC Coach of the
Year. “D’Annunzio has a little pop on
the ball. He’s though on the mound. I
think that’s a good role for him and
this way we can keep him at shortstop
as much as possible to keep our defense strong.”
Scalfaro had been nursing a shoulder injury but contrary to previous
rumors is expected to make his starting debut on April 10, according to
Baylock. He will be playing third
base and may throw an inning or two
prior to that date.
Senior catcher and team captain
Kevin Urban, a three-year starter, will
be the stabilizing force for the pitchers. Last year, he was named First
CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

PERRELLA, BROADBENT, WOODS, GORSKI TO SOAR

Blue Devil Track Men Have
Many Strengths; Personnel
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A large sea of blue wearing “Ws”
on their shirts made huge waves last
fall in boys cross-country. An even
larger wave, totaling 158 boys, make
up this spring’s Westfield High School

boys track & field team, which means
there should not be any problems
filling all the events. Several of those
cross-country runners who propelled
the Blue Devils to an eighth-place
finish at the Meet of Champions will
tally many points in spring track.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RUNNING IN GROUPS…The Blue Devil boys track & field team have been
running in several groups to prepare for the upcoming season. The team boasts
a huge number of 158 boys.

“We have 158 boys on the roster.
That presents a challenge but we have
an experienced coaching staff,” said
Blue Devil Head Coach Jack Martin.
“We will fill the spots but we have a
lot of brand new kids. So the challenge is finding an appropriate event
for everybody.”
Coach Martin will have no problem finding an appropriate event for
junior Jeff Perrella, who in his first
season at cross-country last fall, finished sixth in the Meet of Champions. Last year, he also made an impact running the 1,600 and 3,200meter events and, in winter track, he
was named to the All-Group 3 Second Team in the 3,200.
“Jeffrey will be very good in both
the 1,600 and 3,200. He’s worked
pretty well. He finished off the winter
pretty solid with a fifth place in the
Meet of Champions in the 3,200.”
Senior Rob Broadbent also has a
proven track record in the distance
events. Although he may sometimes
compete in the 400 meters, the versatile Broadbent is expected to compete
primarily in the 800 and 1,600. In the
relays, “he will probably run the
CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DEFINITELY POWER IN NUMBERS…Several Blue Devil track & field girls warm up before splitting into their individual
events. The Westfield girls have around 106 girls on their roster and will be able to place several girls in every event.

DEVILS HAVE VERY STRONG MIDDLE-DISTANCE GROUP

Lady Devil Tracksters Believe
There is ‘Power in Numbers’
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Defending Union County Relay and
Watchung Conference National Division champions, the Westfield High
School girls spring track & field team,
once again, believes that there is power
in numbers with more than 100 participants.
Add these numbers with several
superstar veterans and the result will

be success. Combine those numbers
and veterans, with the winter track
team’s success in defending its county
titles and its 4x800-meter relay state
title, and this season looks very promising.
Seniors Emily MacNeil and Annie
Onishi, both four-year varsity stars,
are expected to amass a large number
of team points, especially in middle
distance and relays. MacNeil has a

trunk full of honors, the most recent
ones being in winter track where she
won her fourth straight 880-yard
Union County title and became the
first member of the girls program to
win a group level title by crossing
first in the 800 meters while Onishi
finished sixth. In spring track last
year, MacNeil took second in the 800
while Onishi came in fourth in the
CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

SMITH,
Weic
he r tBRYANT, ROWBOTHAM TO BE WORKHORSES
Weichert

Raider Trackmen Have More
Numbers,
Are
More
Balanced
Weic he r t
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Somewhat shallow in depth, last
year’s Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys track team relied heavily
on a handful of workhorses to put up
the numbers to get them through meets.
The same workhorses remain; however, this year’s Raiders have increased
Weic their
he rattack.
t
numbers to balance
“We have a strong core of sprinters
and quarter milers, which track and
field is built around,” said Raider
Head Coach Rich McGriff.
Senior Sean Smith, (Mr. Versatility) who also was named All-Group 3
Third Team in the high jump in winter
track, was the major workhorse. Last
year, he cleared 6’4” to win the Union
County crown in the high jump and
finished second in the 400-hurdles.

At the Group 3, Section 2 meet, Smith
placed third in the 400-hurdles and
sixth in the 110-hurdles. He also had
the ability to place high in the javelin
and nearly any event that he entered.
“Right now, we are trying to find

the spots where he can score the most
points,” said McGriff. “He can do
almost everything for us. We have to
find where he will be more efficient
for us, so it might be different from
CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

Horse Property!

SCOTCH PLAINS . . . Unique opportunity to own this remarkable circa 1850 Victorian Farmhouse which boasts 2.35 acres
with 2 separate barns and inground pool. Home includes 4 +
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, spectacular updated kitchen with
breakfast bar, beautiful hardwood floors. Great opportunity
for builder or someone looking for a very special place to call
home! Price upon request. (052000172)
weichert.com
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Devil’s Den

SPF TO SAY GOOBYE TO SIX FINE VARSITY SENIORS

Best Spring Sports Team(s)
Ever at WHS? 1986, ’87 Boys
Tennis Teams Are Up There

Raider Matmen Finish, 16-6,
With 2 State Place Winners

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

tourney when he beat once-defeated
Mike Goff of Monroe, 7-6.
“Knowing that he had never really
wrestled in a big situation like the
states, he really did not know if he
was going to get past that Friday. He
had a great tournament, stepped up,
made some noise and went out in
style,” stated Scholz.
Senior team captain Anthony

Caldwell College or Middlesex College, cracked the varsity lineup at 171Any questions as to how the Scotch
lbs and finished with an 8-15 record.
Plains-Fanwood High School wres“The ‘Tiger’ ended up winning
tling team would do this season after
matches for us,” Scholz said. “Except
graduating 11 quality wrestlers in
for the very good kids, he was in
2004 were answered when the Raidalmost every match. He did everyers finished with a 16-6 record, placed
thing we asked him to do.”
second in the District 11 Tournament
Junior Nick Giannaci, “did a great
and qualified three matmen for the
job,” said Scholz. “I knew I had a
NJSIAA Chamgamer. Just him
pionship in Atworking
with
lantic City. This
Fabiano, I’m exscrappy bunch of
cited to see what
Raiders, who
else he can do.”
also finished secGiannaci banged
ond in the John
into the 215 varsity
Goles Tournaspot, placed second
ment and 13th in
at Goles, third in the
Region 3, will
UCT and second in
graduate six fine
the district while
varsity wrestlers
finishing 23-10.
but still look to
Pat Mineo was
be strong next
the leader of a great
season.
group of varsity
Of the six sesophomores, which
niors,
Steve
includes Sal Gano
Mineo, who will
(119-lbs), Ricky
continue his
Olsson (125-lbs),
wrestling career
Dave DeNichilo
at the University
(125-130-lbs),
of Maryland,
Damian
Gibbs
compiled the
(125-lbs),
Joe
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
most amazing MAKING A GOOD CONTRIBUTION…Raider Dakiem Gaines, top, placed Bachi (160-lbs) and
four years, fin- third in the Goles and third in the Union County tournaments.
Chris Pflaum (171ishing with the
lbs). Mineo took
all-time Raider record in wins with Ferrante, a four-year varsity man who second at Goles, first in the UCT, first
119 – topping the record of 112 set by plans to attend either East Stroudsburg in the district for the second time,
Derek Francavilla last year – while or Rowen University, really turned it second in the region and wrestled in
having only 17 losses. He was a four- on this year to win the 145-lb district the states at 140-lbs while finishing
time District 11 champion, two-time title and finish 24-10.
30-5 to up his two-year total to 53-10.
Union County (UCT) champion and
“After being injured last season, he
“With Pat, Sal Gano, Ricky Olsson,
two-time Region 3 champion. Last did strength and conditioning in the Dave DeNichilo and others. Those
year he placed fourth in the state at fall and worked hard. He pulled him- guys are strong, competitive wres130-lbs and this year he placed sev- self together, he had confidence on tlers. Pat goes after you with everyenth at 135-lbs and finished 30-5.
his face and made things happen,” thing he has and never stops. Pat has
“What a tremendous four years,” said Scholz.
a wealth of wrestling knowledge,”
said Raider Head Coach John Scholz.
Senior A.J. Watson, a three-time said Scholz who added, “Yes! We are
“I have seen him as a seventh grader, varsity man who plans to attend Vir- going to be losing some good kids,
having him compete at nationals, I ginia Tech or the University of Geor- but the kids who are going to be
knew it was going to be a fun four gia, finished 21-13 and placed fourth juniors next year, what a team!”
years. Steve and his family go out to in the UCT at 152-lbs but, with his
Gano finished second in the UCT,
nationals and kids when he came back unorthodox style, seemed to find de- first in the district and finished 24-8.
would say, ‘Hey! We were looking light in keeping the coaches on the Olsson finished 16-10 and took third
for you.’ Kids are always following edge of their seats.
in the district. Freshman Trevor Canthese wrestlers. They look up to them.”
“A.J.! The key word was ‘unortho- non finished 17-14 at 112-lbs and
Senior heavyweight Marc Fabiano, dox’ style. He was a good leader on took third at Goles and in the district.
a four-year letter winner who will the team, never complained and had
Others who had varsity action were
continue his football career at his own style,” Scholz pointed out.
juniors Gary Shardien (103-lbs) and
Monmouth University, had a stellar
Senior Dakiem Gaines, who will Rashawn Strong (160-lbs) and freshseason, winning the Goles tourna- attend St. Mary’s College to study men Billy Jacobs (189-lbs) and Keith
ment and the UCT, placing second in medicine, placed third in the Goles Baker (189-lbs).
the district and region tournaments, and the UCT and finished with a 15Scholz expects to have several fine
placing eighth in the state and finish- 11 record.
freshmen lightweights next year to
ing with a 32-6 record. He also won a
“Dakiem always wrestled behind add to the strength of the team.
district title his sophomore year and Steve and Derek but this year he pulled
“The kids follow them,” said Scholz
has another second and a third place together a nice record,” said Scholz.
of the varsity wrestlers. “It’s a winin the UCT to his credit. But his most
Senior Rob Bethea, who plans to ning program. That’s what the Raidglorious bout came in this year’s state attend either Centenary College, ers are!”
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Spring has always been a great sports
season at WHS with all the teams –
baseball, softball, boys and girls track,
tennis, golf, boys and girls lacrosse –
enjoying fabulous success over the years.
So, what was the best spring sports
team ever at WHS? That’s not an easy
question to answer.
Certainly the baseball teams that
won four straight Union County Tournament titles in the mid-1990s would
have to rank up there, including the
1995 team, with pitchers Kris Williams, Steve Cheek and Brian
Ciemniecki, which went 27-3. Or
maybe the 1966 team that rode the
right arm of Donny (Big D) Anderson
to a UCT title and a near-victory in the
Greater Newark Tournament on the
way to a 22-4 mark.
The 1986 and ’87 boys lacrosse
teams that won back-to-back state
titles, with the Schmalz brothers and
all those All-Americans, have to be
considered. Golf has been a power
sport at WHS for decades, and the
boys track teams have won enough
trophies, medals and ribbons over the
past 50 years to fill a house in
Wychwood and maybe have to add on
an addition.
But the two teams that jump out at
me as the best spring teams ever at
WHS are the 1985 softball team and
the 1986 and ’87 boys tennis teams.
Carol Donner’s softball team went
30-3 and was the first New Jersey
team in any sport to reach 30 victories.
Led by pitcher Nancy Kasko, WHS
won the UCT and North 2, Group 4
sectional title, and reached the state
final at Mercer County Park in West
Windsor, where it lost a heartbreaking
eight-inning 1-0 decision to Washington Township.
It’s tough to go against that group,
but the teams I’d go with as the best
ever, though, are the 1986-87 boys tennis teams, which won back-to-back
North 2 Group 4, Group 4, Public
Schools and All-Groups championships. They were arguably the best public school tennis teams in state history.
(WHS also won the 1978 All-Groups
title under coach Tony Berardo.)
In 1986, the team went 23-2, with a
lineup of Keith Komar, Joe Deer and
Rob Rogers at singles, Mike DruryTom Jackmin and Glenn Kiesel-Adam
Sherman at doubles, with Mark Pizzi
filling in where needed.
The following year was even better,
with a 27-1 mark, the most wins ever
by a WHS tennis team. Deer, Kiesel
and Jeff (The Iceman) Kopelman
played singles, with Drury-Pizzi,
Sherman-Brennan Smith and
Hampden Tener at doubles. Pizzi was
injured early but fortunately returned

to the lineup late in the season, when
Tener went down with an injury. The
lone loss was to CBA in the final of the
Newark Academy Tournament, which
was avenged in a thrilling All-Groups
final at Princeton.
WHS almost made it three straight
All-Groups titles in 1988, but a series
of injuries derailed those hopes, and
Berardo’s club “settled” for a 23-2
mark, and another Public Schools
crown. Deer, Kopelman and Kiesel
were at singles, with Sherman-Smith,
Pizzi-Jim Jackson and Pete AsselinRoss Rosen at doubles. Kopelman
damaged ligaments and had an inflamed elbow during states. Kiesel
injured an ankle, but continued to play,
at doubles, with Pizzi moving up to
third singles.
Berardo, who posted a 312-52 record
in 15 seasons with 13 county, eight
sectional and seven state titles, hung
around for two more seasons before
retiring after the 1990 season.
TRIVIA QUESTION
What pitcher holds the WHS baseball single-season record for
strikeouts?
IS IT JUST ME …
Or do people – kids, teenagers and
adults – look stupid wearing baseball
caps backward, or, even worse, sideways? It was funny when I was 5-yearsold and Rooty Kazooty did it on TV
back in the 1950s, when I was a kid.
HI’S EYE A GOOD READ
Anybody who wants to get an upclose, week-by-week look at the goings-on at Westfield High School over
the years should really visit the
Westfield Historical Society and go
through the old editions of the Hi’s Eye.
As part of my research for my upcoming History of WHS Sports book,
I’ve gone through all the old issues at
the Historical Society (located on the
third floor of the old high school building on Elm Street) from the 1930s
through 1999. All the issues of the day
are covered, the concerts, the sporting
events, styles, features on different
personalities … it’s truly fascinating,
from the early days when Dr. Robert
Foose (my principal) was in charge,
through the Walt Clarkson Era and on
to the present day.
Even the advertisements are interesting, though many of the advertisers
in the 1950s and ’60s, and even the
’80s are no longer in business.
STRANDED …
You’re stranded on a desert island,
but miraculously discover a CD player,
a box of AA batteries and a magic
lamp. The genie in the lamp will grant
you one wish, to listen to your five
favorite albums/CDs of all time. What
five would they be?

For me, not in order, it’s Enya’s The
Memory of Trees; Al Stewart’s Past,
Past and Future; Jethro Tull’s Aqualung;
Bob Dylan’s Blood on the Tracks, and
the Beatles’ Rubber Soul. (Santana’s
first album, with Jingo, Soul Sacrifice
and Persuasion is a close sixth, and the
Moody Blues’ Every Good Boy Deserves Favor and In Search of the Lost
Chord are right behind.)
Let me know your five-pack, and
maybe we’ll print some of them (p.s. the
genie does not allow any rap music!).
TRIVIA ANSWER
Good guesses would have been
Charlie Frankenbach (88 in 1945),
Ron Roth (74 in 1947), Ernie (Smitty)
Lanning (95 in 1960), Greg Chlan
(130 in 1965), Don Anderson (134 in
1966), Frank Tokash (75 in 1968),
Rich Anderson (81 in 1970), Jeff
Stember (77 in 1976), Kevin Morris
(70 in 1982) and Kris Williams (88 in
1994 and 101 in 1995).
But the correct answer is Bob List,
Class of 1955. The big lefty whiffed
147 batters in just 86 innings. He had a
9-3 record and also hit .371. And we’re
guessing he broke in several new
catcher’s gloves that spring for team
captain Nino Carnevale. (Carnevale is
the uncle of future WHS baseball
standouts Dave, Jeff and Rod Yatcilla.)
Bruce Johnson’s Devil’s Den appears every Thursday in the Westfield
Leader. Contact him with comments
or ideas at bj1019@aol.com

Six Devils, 3 Relays Get
All-UC Boys Swim List
Six Westfield High School boys received individual honors and three
relay teams received All-Union County
(UC) recognition by The Star-Ledger.
Three Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders received individual honors along
with one relay team.
Blue Devils P.J. Harley (500 free)
and Pat Daurio (200 IM) and Raider
Mike Sheffield (100 butterfly) along
with the Blue Devil 400-free relay and
200-medley relay teams received AllUC First Team honors. Blue Devils
Brandon Cuba (50 free), Dan
Chabanov (200 free) and Luke Baran
(100 backstroke) and Raider Dave
Hauptman (100 free) along with the
Blue Devil 200-free relay team received All-UC Second Team honors.
Raider Mike Miller (200 free) and the
200-free relay team along with Blue
Devil Matt Green (200 IM) received
All-UC Third Team recognition.
Blue Devil Daurio, who also was
named to the All-State and All-Public
First Teams, was named All-UC Swimmer of the Year and Westfield was
named All-UC Team of the Year.

Visit us at burgdorff.com to see all our homes for sale.

In Westfield

If you’re thinking of selling…
FANWOOD

$389,000

Great home! Great neighborhood! Wonderful Split Level offers a Living Room
with fireplace, Formal Dining Room, Kitchen opening to spacious Family Room,
3 good-sized Bedrooms, updated full bath, hardwood floors and attached garage.
Walk to town, NY train and schools.

MOUNTAINSIDE

$779,000

This lovely Ranch is situated on a quiet street and offers a level, professionally
landscaped lot. New gourmet Kitchen with large Family Room, Master
Bedroom suite. Sure to please!

ﬁnd out why Burgdorff, ERA
listings in Westﬁeld and surrounding
towns on average sell for

higher*
than the rest of the MLS.
Contact a Burgdorff Professional today.
SCOTCH PLAINS

$465,000

Park Lover’s Dream! Charming Cape Cod with deep yard and a jog to park also
offers a Kitchen with breakfast area, Central Air Conditioning and CVAC.

WESTFIELD

$710,000

Only 7 years young, this 4 Bedroom, 2.5 bath Colonial features an open floor
plan with spacious Family Room, basement Recreation Room and office, 2nd
floor laundry and many amenities. Close to playground and sports field.

Extraordinary Professionals Exceeding Expectations.
* Based on the average list price/sale price ratios from GSMLS data for period 6/03-6/04
for Westﬁeld, Cranford, Fanwood, Garwood, Mountainside, Scotch Plains

For all your mortgage needs Call ERA Mortgage at 888-421-3813
WESTFIELD OFFICE • 600 North Avenue West • Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-0065
16 Offices Throughout New Jersey
Owned and Operated By NRT Incorporated
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SHASHATY, BERKA, SPRINTERS TO AMASS POINTS

Raider Track Girls Possess
Talent to ‘Rise to Occasion’
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

This season’s Scotch PlainsFanwood High School track & field
girls have more depth and more talent
across the board, which could place
them in the thick of the quest for
county and sectional honors.
The distance events will definitely
be the Raiders’ strongest area led by
senior veteran Mary Shashaty along
with Laura Harrison, Liz Elko, Allie
Hoynes-O’Connor and Sam Carow, all

members of the Raider cross-country
team that won the Union County title.
Last year, Shashaty took second to
Cranford’s Laura Gallo in the 3,200
meters at the county meet and placed
third in the event at the sectional meet
to qualify for the state Group 3 meet.
Allie Hoynes-O’Connor finished sixth
in the 1,600 meters at the counties.
Sophomore Kim Appezatto, presently
nursing an injury, is expected to be
strong in the 800 meters.
“That’s definitely going to be a strong

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WORKING ON HER FORM…Kat Berka, right, who was the Raider girls’ best
shot putter last year, works on her pre-season form.

Blue Devils, Raiders Dominate
All-County Girls Swimming
The Westfield High School and Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School girls
swimming teams dominated the AllUnion County (UC) First Team list,
occupying eight of the 12 slots. Additionally, the two teams occupied 10 of
the 12 slots on the Second Team list.
It is no wonder that the Blue Devils
and Raiders dominated the top spots
since they shared the UC Tournament
title this past season. Also, the Blue
Devils came up one victory short of
winning the Public A state title and
finished fourth in the state while the
Raiders won their first ever Public B
state title and finished fifth in the state.
Raiders Jillian Murphy (50 free),
Amanda Cameron (100 free) and Melissa Helock (200 free) along with the
200-free relay and 400-free relay teams
were named to the All-UC First Team.
Blue Devils Jackie DeLaFuente (100
breaststroke) and Amanda Dickson (200

GARWOOD

IM) and the 200-medley relay team
were selected to the All-UC First Team.
Blue Devils Liz Hawkins (100 free),
Alexi Kuska (200 free), Kylie Fraser
(500 free) and Brittany Reyes (100
butterfly) along with the 200-free relay
and 400-free relay teams were named
to the All-UC Second Team. Raiders
Mary Henkels (100 back stroke) and
Becca Fox (100 breast) along with the
200-medley relay team were named to
the All-UC Second Team. Blue Devil
Kirsten Selert (50 free) and Raider
Katie Kosenick (100 breast) were
named to the All-UC Third Team.
Raider Head Coach Jessica Hulnik,
a graduate of Lock Haven University in
Pa., was named the Union County
Coach of the Year. Scotch PlainsFanwood was named UC Team of the
Year, Cameron was named UC Swimmer of the Year and Helock was named
Newcomer of the Year.

point,” said Raider Head Coach Jeff
Koegel. “Pretty much everybody from
the fall is on the team. We should be
strong, especially in the 3,200 and 1,600.
Right now, we are a little bit thinner in
the 800 because Kim is injured. Freshman Kate Johnson’s a swimmer. Once
she gets her land legs, I think she is going
to be able to contribute there.”
The Raiders will also be strong in
the sprint events, especially the 4x400
relay where three of the foursome that
won the county meet return. Competing in the 4x400 this season will be
Samantha Gates, Danielle Vena,
Meaghan Kelly and Amanda Bobyack,
who replaces Aja Bundy who graduated. Kelly will also run intermediate
hurdles. Bobyack, a sophomore, returns as the county champ in the long
jump with a leap of 16’5.5” and Regg,
the county champ in the triple jump
with a distance of 34’11.25”, will also
compete in the 100-hurdles.
“If things go the way they should,
they should be down around the fourflat range,” said Koegel. “They will
share sprinting duties. I think we are
pretty well balanced there. Kelly was
our best intermediate hurdler last year.
She was running faster this winter. That
will carry over. That’s an area where we
have been traditionally strong.”
In the field events, Kat Berka, “is
our main thrower. She broke her wrist
this winter but the cast is coming off
soon. Carley Wells is back and we
have a few new faces. Hopefully, they
will develop,” said Koegel.
Berka is especially strong in the
shot put and the discus where she
placed sixth in the sectional meet with
a toss of 96’1”.
Senior Katie Zaleski, the Raiders’
highest-ranking gymnast last fall, will
add team points in the pole vault. Last
year, she placed second in the county
in the pole vault with a height of 7’6”.
This year more is expected.
“It was really her first season doing
it,” Koegel said. “Coach (Pete) Kane –
an SP-F graduate of the mid 1990s –
volunteered his time in the winter to
help in the vaults. I think she will do
well. We have some freshmen who
want to learn the event. I think Pete can
build the program. It’s an event that you
can’t just float through. You have to
know your stuff. You have to do it and
Pete has had a successful career through
high school and college.”
Koegel concluded, “We are convinced that this is the best team we’ve
had talent wise. Being talented isn’t
always enough. It’s being a competitor able to rise to the occasion.”

Open House: Sun. 4/3 1-5 PM

$479,900

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SHOOTING FOR ANOTHER STRONG SEASON…The Blue Devil softball girls practice their batting skills indoor to
prepare for another exciting softball season. The team won the North Jersey, Group 4, Section 2 Tournament last year.

SRS GELMETTI, SMITH NAMED TEAM CO-CAPTAINS

Lady Devils Focus on Strong
Pitching for Softball Success
By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Much responsibility will be placed
on the strong pitching of the Westfield
High School girls’ softball team this
season. Last year, the Blue Devils finished 8-3 in the Watchung Conference
and 16-10 overall. They fell short of
their goal in a tight game in the Union
County semifinal game against Union,
then bounced back in the sectional
finals against J.P. Stevens before being stopped by Clifton in the NJSIAA
Group 4 state semifinal game.
With two seniors and a relatively
young team, Blue Devil Head Coach
Tara Pignoli expects to get plenty of
defense and offense from four returning varsity players; senior Co-Captain lefthander Lauren Gelmetti, senior Co-Captain second baseman
Katie Smith, junior shortstop Kristina
Fietkiewicz and junior centerfielder
MaryKate Flannery.
Last year, the Blue Devils managed a .304 batting average (BA) that
included three home runs, eight triples
and 21 doubles. Gelmetti led the team
with 21 RBI, smacked a homer and
three triples and compiled a .346 batting average. Flannery led with eight
steals, rapped 29 hits, scored 22 runs
and finished with a .397 BA. Smith,
who had the second-highest batting
average at .352, bashed 25 hits, in-

SPRINGFIELD

cluding a homer, 22 singles and scored
15 runs and had a fielding percentage
of .928.
With the graduation of catcher
Lauren Musacchia, first baseman Jen
Frost, utility infielder Danielle
Coleman, courtesy runner Brianna
Giovanello, outfielders Danielle
Palentchar and Jessica Gueriero, how
will the Blue Devil upcoming season
play out?
“I really believe and expect our
four returning starters to be the key to
our offense and I’m expecting a lot
from them,” said Pignoli. “One thing
that’s really a positive is that we’re
very strong up the middle and for me
that’s what you look for. Our four
returning players will be right in the
middle spots.”
However, the big story will be
Gelmetti, who undoubtedly will pitch
most of the games. Gelmetti compiled a 1.32 ERA, in 164 innings,
struck out 114 batters and limited her
opponents to a .212 BA. Expect the
Blue Devils to show off some of their
newer pitching talent with sophomore
Jenny LaSparta and junior Sam
Moore. According to Pignoli,
LaSparta has shown lots of promise
at the JV level and will see time at
first base.
Success may be difficult to measure at the catching position where

Spectacular!

junior Jillian Olsen will replace the
talented Musacchia. “I believe having a catcher without varsity experience is going to be a challenge,” explained Pignoli. “We have been having a lot of live batting practice to
give them a chance to call signals,
pitches and get comfortable. I believe
there is a good chemistry there, however, Gelmetti is going to have to take
more responsibility and be in charge
a little more in what pitch should be
thrown and when.”
Perhaps another challenge may be
with the corner positions. “Moving from
JV to varsity is very difficult to do. It’s
almost like two different games,” said
Pignoli. “We have given several girls
the opportunity to earn a starting role,
so let’s see what happens.”
Additionally, Pignoli has placed
aggressiveness as a priority on her list.
“That’s the one thing that I have been
really drilling in this year,” said Pignoli. “Offensively, go after the first
pitch you like and be aggressive on the
bases. Defensively, be aggressive and
don’t be tentative. That’s when you
make mistakes, when you think too
much. We played tight games last year,
but ended on the losing side.”
The Blue Devils expect to be one of
the top contenders brought on through
hard work, dedication, teamwork and
an excellent chemistry.

$619,000

Sparkling Colonial style home boasts the very best of old world charm combined with quality upgrades
and amenities. Features include three bedrooms, two full baths, formal dining room, family room, 1st
floor laundry. Refinished (2005) hardwood floors in living and dining rooms. Attached garage and fully
fenced yard. Located on a tranquil street close to park, transportation, schools & shops. DIR: South Ave.
to Center St. lt on Locust #232 (05200NEW)

Spectacular 4 bedroom, 3 1/2 bath Split located a few blocks from Baltusrol Golf Club & features
generous sized rooms. Entrance hall w/new powder room, enormous & cozy family room boasts sliding
doors leading to wooded yard w/marble patio. Large updated eat-in kitchen. Master bedroom w/full
bath. Just blocks to houses of worship, shops & schools. (052000075)

Open House: Sun. 4/3 1-5 PM
$559,000
This home is situated on a wonderful tree lined street and boasts a large welcoming foyer inviting you
into a spacious living room with a woodburning fireplace. Leaded glass doors open to a bright & cozy
den/family room. Completing the 1st floor is a formal dining room which leads to an updated eat-in
kitchen, with access to a half bath & features beautiful french doors overlooking a private fenced yard.
The 2nd level hosts 3 bedrooms and a full bath. DIR: E. Broad to N. Chestnut lt on Maye #657
(052009965)

WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD

Open House: Sun. 4/3 1-5 PM

$649,000

Located in desired Wilson School District, this classic 9 room Colonial, near town center, tennis club,
park, library and NYC transportation, features a first floor bedroom with full bath & three more bedrooms
with full bath on the 2nd floor. Additional rooms include powder room, entrance foyer, eat-in kitchen,
formal dining room, living room w/stone faced fireplace and den. A large basement w/laundry area,
workroom, commode & storage. Fenced yard & patio complete this lovely home. DIR: E. Broad to N.
Chestnut lt on Kimball #645 (052000083)

The monthly mortgage payments quoted in this ad are to qualified buyers buying a single family owner-occupied residence, based upon a 20% downpayment. The payments are calculated using a 3-1 interest only adjustable rate mortgage loan (ARM) with an initial interest rate of 5.125%, and an initial A.P.R. of 5.23%. Payments are interest only for the first 10 years, and from year 11 through maturity, amortization is based on 20 years. The interest rate is based on an
index plus a margin, with a loan amount of $100,000. The payment is fixed for the first 3 years, and because the interest rate may change after 3 years, the payment shown may change at the 4th year and annually thereafter subject to applicable margins and/or caps. At each adjustment, the interest rate is set at 2.5% above the index (margin) and it may not decrease or increase more than 2 percentage points (cap), and over the life of the loan, it may not increase or
decrease more than 6 percentage points (lifetime cap).Figures used herein are approximate and do not include property taxes, or hazard insurance. Interest rates quoted are as of 1/7/05 and subject to change. As an example, on a $100,000 30-year loan with an initial interest rate of 5.125%, the maximum amount that the interest rate can rise under this loan program is 6 percentage points to 11.125%, and the estimated monthly payment for the first 3 years is $427.08
to a maximum interest payment of $694.97 thru year 10 (Based on a Truth in Lending Disclosure Estimate) and a maximum principal and interest payment of $961.78 after year 10. We are not responsible for typographical errors. You should ask about interest rate, margin, and other terms and conditions before you apply. Mortgage Access Corp. d/b/a Weichert Financial Services, Executive Offices, 225 Littleton Road, Morris Plains, NJ, 07950. 1-800-829-CASH.
Licensed by the NJ Dept. of Banking and Insurance. Licensed Mortgage Banker with the State Dept. of Banking in NY, CT, and PA. Licensed Lender in DE, MD, VA, D.C. Equal Housing Lender. Weichert Financial Services is an affiliate of Weichert, Realtors®. For your benefit, consider a career in real estate. Call 1-800-301-3000 today!
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Blue Devil Track Men Have
Many Strengths; Personnel
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

IN SYNCHRONATION…The Raider boys and girls shot putters work on their
form in order to get greater shoves of the “metal orb” this season.

Raider Trackmen Have More
Numbers, Are More Balanced
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

meet to meet.”
Other workhorses, senior Iceberg
Bryant and sophomore Kyle
Rowbotham, are expected to compete in hurdles, sprints and jumps.
Last year at the sectional meet, Bryant
placed fifth in the long jump and
Rowbotham is displaying his versatility more prominently.
“Rowbotham is almost an exact
copy of Sean,” commented McGriff.
“So that gives us a lot of versatility
where one guy can do one event and
one guy can cover another event. Iceberg is very explosive, a guy who can
really jump and has speed, so we will
really rely on him also.”
More depth in those areas is offered by juniors James Alfano and
Nehemiah Berny-Porter and sophomore Mike Miller.
“Definitely, we are going to be a lot
stronger in the jumps and the hurdles.
But I’m happy that a lot of those
younger guys are stepping up too,
like Alfano and Nehemiah in the
hurdles.
Josh Zinman, named All-Union
County (UC) Second Team in the
3,200 meters in winter track, will be
the Raider frontrunner in the 1,600
and 3,200 meters. Last year, he fin-

ished fifth in the 3,200 meters at the
county meet.
Last year, the Raiders lacked a little
depth in the field events and had to
rely on the strength of seniors Ted
Acosta (All-UC Third Team in the
shot put in winter track) and Marc
Fabiano in the shot put and discus.
With much improvement coming
from sophomores John Badalla and
Greg Brant and the addition of freshman Mike Alleman, the Raiders will
field a more formidable group.
“Teddy will be strong for us in the
shot and discus. Fabiano is another
one who helped us in both spots. The
younger guys will come out and contribute for us,” noted McGriff.
Last year, with the emergence of
then freshman Tom Pennella and
sophomore Max Carow, the Raiders
began to get a hint of the glory they
once held in the mid to late 1990s in
the pole vault event. Carow cleared
12 feet to tie for fourth in the sectional meet last year. Pennella has
cleared 12’6” and seeks loftier
heights.
“Last year, we were down a little
bit. This year, we are balanced and
back to that kind of level that we are
used to being at,” said McGriff.

1,200,” said Martin who added, “Robert suffered a broken foot in the winter so he’s just now coming back to
train.”
Junior Mike Woods, who was
named to the All-Group 3 First Team
and All-State Third Team in winter
track, has consistently been reaching
higher heights in the pole vault and,
with teammate Mike Gorski, will offer an impressive 1-2 punch in that
event.
“Michael had an excellent finish to
the winter. He jumped 14’6” to finish
fourth in the Eastern States. Unfortunately, Michael Gorski suffered a
shoulder injury during the winter. He
did clear 13’10”. He should be back
in a couple of weeks and that could be
the best 1-2 punch in the state,” said
Martin.
Several additional members of the
cross-country team will add depth
and team points in the distance events.
Amir Rogers, Kris Kagan, Jay Hoban,
Raymond Chen and Scott Steinberg,
“will be solid there,” said Martin.

Senior Jake Brandman will be a
primary point source in the 100, 200,
and 400 meters. John Alexandravicius
has been looking pretty good in practice in the sprints and junior Alex Kao
has been improving in the pole vault,
triple jump and hurdles. Junior Tyler
McCubbin will compete in the
hurdles, high jump and long jump
and Rich Scialabba will compete in
the high jump.
“Tyler cleared 6 feet (long jump) in
the winter. The majority of our team
who are performing at the varsity
level are juniors with the exception of
Broadbent and the vaulters and in the
javelin we have Jeff Pazdro who was
around 160 feet last year. He’s our
leader there. He should be able to
place pretty far in championship competitions,” said Martin.
“We have some high quality kids in
the events that we are strong in. We
have some weaknesses and we have
to try to plug those up if we want to
compete in the Watchung Conference,” stated Martin.

CHAMPION AT PICO MOUNTAIN…Michelle Goldberg of Scotch Plains won
the Pico Sunburst Open, held at Pico Mountain in Mendon, Vermont on March
13. The race was a dual slalom and the top eight racers after two runs moved into
the finals. Goldberg was in first place after the two runs, leading Jane McLarney
of Queechee Mountain by .07seconds. The finals were a shotgun format, with the
winner of each dual moving to the next round. Goldberg won her next six runs and
found herself facing McLarney for the championship. On the first run, Goldberg
won by only .005 seconds, but finished the next run beating McLarney by .3
seconds, securing the victory. Goldberg attends The Kent Place School in Summit.
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Westfield

$1,150,000 Westfield

Beautiful new home to be built by Michael Mahoney on quiet oval
featuring a Living Room; Formal Dining Room; Kitchen w/granite
counter tops; Family Room w/fplc; Conservatory; 4 Bedrooms; 2 ½
baths including a Master Suite w/full bath and his and her’s walk in
closets and 2nd floor laundry. WSF0160

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GOING ROUND AND ROUND…The Blue Devil girls run several laps around
the track to get in shape for the Kearny Relays this weekend.

Lady Devil Tracksters Believe
There is ‘Power in Numbers’
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

1,600 at the Group 4 sectional.
In the State Group 3 Winter Relay
Championships, Onishi, Miriam
Becker-Cohen, Meg Driscoll and
MacNeil captured first in the 4x800meter relay. Erin McCarthy, who also
participates in the 4x800, will also
add strength to the middle distances.
“Em is a premier 800-meter runner. She is very versatile. We will use
her in the quarter. The 4x800 that ran
during the winter, she and Annie,
Miriam and Erin McCarthy will be
going down to Penn (Relays),” said
Blue Devil Head Coach Nancy Carpenter who added, “Everyone thinks
of Emily but Annie is consistently
there. We are really lucky that we
have some gifted athletes and hard
workers at middle distance. Meg is
coming off an injury and will be in the
mix of that middle distance group.”
Some other middle distance runners include Gillian Kape, Lauren
Campo, Stephanie Cortinhal,
Catherine Cognetti and Caitlyn
Berkowitz.

RealProWrestling
To Air on Television
RealProWrestling (RPW) is a
new professional sports league
showcasing real Olympic-style
wrestling. The show debuted March
27 on PAX-TV (8 episodes with a
two hour championship final) and
re-aired March 30 on Fox Sport
Net (9 episodes all one hour long).
RealProWrestling Season 1 features eight teams from across the
country with America’s top Olympic and NCAA champion wrestlers. The television broadcasts are
one-hour shows with a different
weight class each week. The final
show would be a National Championship featuring Olympic, National
and Collegiate Champions.
For further information, please
contact Kimberly Moran or Brener
Zwikel at (818) 344-6195, extension No. 121 or e-mail
Kimberlym@bzapr.com

Senior Captain Lauren Nolan is
expected to be strong in the hurdles
and sprints along with Danielle
Parkinson, junior Allie Fleder and
sophomore Erica Ammermuller.
“Lauren and Danielle are going to
be the backbone of the sprinting
group. Allie was in the mix of things
last year. I think she is going to have
a good year.
Jen Daniellson, Rachel Barrett and
Kim Legones will fortify the distance
events. Field event captains Alena
Borkowski and Christine Henry along
with Carolyn Cook, will head a large
group of girls for Field Marshall Tom
Hornish, who plans to retire from
spring track after 31 years.
“Tom’s got a record number of
girls,” noted Carpenter.
Freshman Emily Perry has been
making great strides in the high jump
and senior captain Allie Rodino will
compete in the long jump as will
junior Joanne Matthew who will also
compete in sprints and triple jump.
“Emily is going to be our key high
jumper. She has a lot of natural ability. Joanne is going to be a huge
contributor. She will also be with the
sprinters,” Carpenter indicated. “All
in all, we are going to be a fairly
balanced group. We have some work
to do to make up for the loss in the
sprinters (graduates from last year)
but Jen (Buccino – Winter Track Head
Coach) said they did a good job. We
will be deep. As the season goes on, if
somebody gets hurt, I will have somebody to pull up from the ranks to fill
in. That’s our strongest asset, that we
have depth.”

WF’s Banta Receives
Award in Squash
MERCERSBURG, PA. – Honors
student Cornelius F. (Lee) Banta, Jr.,
a junior, received the Most Outstanding Player Award for Squash (boys)
during Mercersburg Academy’s annual Winter Sports Banquet on March
4. He is the son of Mr. And Mrs.
Cornelius F. Banta of Westfield.

$1,899,900

This magnificent Colonial home is situated on one of Westfield’s most
notable streets, set on over a ½ acre of property it boasts a gracious
entry Foyer; formal Parlor; Living Room with fireplace; formal Dining
Room; sunny Family Room; updated Eat-In Kitchen w/Viking stove; 5
Bedrooms, 2 ½ baths including a master wing which encompasses a
full bathroom; sitting room w/fireplace (possible 6th bedroom) and study/
office; plus an additional study. Beautifully appointed with deep
moldings; pocket doors; and gorgeous hard wood flooring. WSF0061

COLDWELL BANKER
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OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, 4/3 • 1-4PM

Westfield

$2,250,000 Scotch Plains

Wonderful new Wychwood home to be built by Michael Mahoney
featuring a gracious Entrance Foyer flanked by formal Living and
Dining Rooms; gourmet Kitchen w/island open to Family Room w/
fireplace; 1st floor guest suite and Laundry; 5 additional Bedrooms
and 3 full baths including a Master Suite with Sitting Room, private
bath, walk in closet and fireplace and 2 bedrooms with a jack and
jill bath. WSF1073

$2,500,000

Stunning 6 Bedroom 5 ½ bath home to be built in Pond Estates by
Needle Point Homes. Beautfiully appointed thru out including a
grand Foyer w/sweeping staircase; formal Living Room w/fireplace;
Formal Dining Room; gourmet Kitchen w/island ; sunken Family
Room w/fireplace; 1st floor guest suite; Library and Conservatory.
Each bedroom has access to a full bath and the luxurious Master
includes a Sitting Room; private bath; his and hers walk-in closets
and fireplace. Nestled on almost 2 acres. WSF0149

FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker / Sales Associate

Move right into this charming updated 1920’s colonial on a
level 60x164 lot that is also walking distance to train, town
and all schools. This home features 3 Bedrooms, 1.5 new
Baths, new EIK w/Breakfast room, wood burning fireplace in
LR, and a formal Dining Room. Many other recent
improvements include: roof, landscaping, driveway & newer
windows. Offered at $499,900. (WSF0071)

Jayne Bernstein

#1 Agent - Westfield Office 2004
NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1993-2004
Platinum Level: 2003, 2004
Direct Dial: 908-301-2038

586 Rahway Avenue, Westfield

Sales Associate

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

©2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT, Inc.

WESTFIELD OFFICE • 209 CENTRAL AVENUE • (908) 233-5555

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1997-2004
Direct Line: (908) 301-2006
Cell Phone: (908) 403-9330
E-mail: jaynebernstein@hotmail.com

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

©2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker
Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT, Inc.

WESTFIELD OFFICE • 209 CENTRAL AVENUE • (908) 233-5555
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UCT Champ Raiders Aware
Of Stiff Baseball Challenge
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

The Westfield U-13 Boys Travel Basketball Team

Westfield U-13 Boy Cagers Top
Scotch Plains-Fanwood, 51-48
The Westfield U-13 boys’ travel
basketball team ended its season on
March 20 with an exciting, 51-48 win
over Scotch Plains in the final game
of the March Madness North
Brunswick Tournament.
Westfield trailed in first half but
caught up in the second half. Michael
Kardias scored 18 points in the game

and was named Westfield’s MVP in
the tournament.
Among the team’s other accomplishments for the season were winning the IHM Tip-Off Classic, the
OLMV Christmas Tournament and
finishing the Bi-County League season in first place.

SP Women’s Softball
Seeks Additional Teams

Laxman Seeger to Play
For Hamilton College

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Women’s Softball league is
looking for additional teams to join its
league this spring. The league, run by
the Scotch Plains Recreation Department, plays umpired games on township ball fields, weeknights beginning
at 6 p.m. in May and June.
Fees and regulations are set by
league officials. ASA slow pitch rules
apply. If interested, please call league
coordinator, Lori Kaufman, at (908)
889-1929.

CLINTON – Daniel Seeger, the son
of Mr. and Mrs. Geoffrey Seeger of
Edgewood Avenue in Westfield, has
been selected to play on the Hamilton
College men’s lacrosse team this
spring. Seeger, a graduate of Westfield
High School, is a junior majoring in
chemistry.
Under the guidance of four-year head
coach Gene McCabe, the Continentals
averaged 11 wins per season. Hamilton
won its last six regular season games
last year to gain a postseason berth.

Runner Alex Hay Makes Hay
For WF ‘Y’ Track Club
Alex Hay is a budding track star with
the Westfield AreaY Flyers Track Club,
but there is more to the story. He is
excelling but life certainly did not seem
to be going his way when he was a
young boy in Siberia.
Alex was below zero on the height

HOARDING MEDALS…Alex Hay
proudly sports his medals.

and weight charts when he first arrived
in America at age three, and was adopted
by Bob Hay, who has adopted six Russian orphans since 1995.
Last year, at age 10, Alex started running. He joined the Flyers Track Club and
immediately exhibited talent. Coach
Debby Hall encouraged him to attend the
state championships and he qualified to
participate in the regional meet. At the
regional meet, he qualified for nationals.
In December, he ran in Chicago and
finished 154th out of 272 runners.
Alex’s brother Andrew is also a runner. Bob Hay has encouraged participation of all the boys in a variety of
Westfield Area Y activities: swimming,
camping trips, martial arts and more.
The Flyers Track & Field Club for
boys and girls in fourth to eighth grades
kicks off this month. For more information, please contact Jennifer
Hessberger, “Y” Sports Director at
(908) 233-2700, extension no. 258 or
jhessberger@westfieldynj.org.

Team All-Conference and Second
Team All-UC.
“Kevin has played with these guys
since they were little. He knows each
one’s strengths, each one’s weakness.
If one gets off-target, he can go out
there and calm him down. He’s like
another coach out there,” said
Baylock.
Defensively, in the infield, John
Maloney will play first base, Scibek
and Rob Moskal will play second,
D’Annunzio will be at short and
Varsolona and Scalfaro will play third.
Kyle Gates will be the wheels in
centerfield, Mike DiNizo will be in
right and leftfield will be occupied by
either Mike Baumwoll or Dan
Birnbaum.
Expect more larceny on the bases
this year from the Raider base runners.
“I think we are faster this year than
last year. This year, I wouldn’t be
afraid to send four or five guys,” said

John Scholz for The Westfield Leader and The Times

READY TO PERFORM THEIR MAGIC…The Harlem Wizards take the time
to pose for the camera prior to the big showdown with the Park Middle School
teachers at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School last week. Needless to say, we all
knew who won.

JCC 7th Hoops Boys Win
March Madness Tourney
The seventh-grade boys “A” travel
team of the Jewish Community Center of Central New Jersey, comprised
of boys from Scotch Plains and
Westfield, won the Branchburg
March Madness Basketball Tournament with a strong comeback in the
championship game.
In the preliminary rounds, the boys
beat teams from Woodbridge and
Hillsborough then defeated
Readington in the semifinals. In the
championship game, Bedminster
raced off to a 15-point lead. At half
time, the JCC was down by 10 and
had three of its six boys in foul trouble.
Fortunately, Kevin Machlowitz
then arrived from another tournament and ignited the offense. Zach
Flanzman and Ian Weinberg racked
up points; Greg Stein and Michael
Riesenberg ratcheted up the defen-

Men’s Adult Baseball
League of NJ Forming
AREA – The Men’s Adult Baseball
League of New Jersey is currently
forming and admitting new teams for
the spring season. Individual players
and/or teams 18 years and up of any
skill level are welcome.
There are five separate leagues of
play and there will be internet statistics and box scores for all games.
There is a 20-game season, an AllStar Game in a pro baseball stadium
and a playoff. The season starts early
April. For more information, please
call representative Dave at (973) 6998336, e-mail MABL3@msn.com or
visit www.amateurbaseballnj.com.

NEW LISTING !!

Open House this Sunday, April 3rd 1:00-4:00 pm
735 Embree Crescent
Westfield… Situated on a picturesque tree-lined street, this charming home is filled with fine
details and many recent updates. Enjoy an intimate dinner in the spacious Dining Room with its
wonderful corner cupboard. Entertaining will be fun in the exquisite Living Room with its brick
fireplace which is flanked by chestnut bookcases and diamond paned windows. The bright and airy
Kitchen and its adjacent Powder Room have already been updated for your ease and comfort and
the expansive third floor bonus room is ideal as a fourth bedroom, rec room, or office. Add to all
this, a finished basement with half bath and it’s easy to see how…

This ideal home won’t be available for long…at $600,000.
Call Faith today to schedule your private appointment,
or visit my website at www.NJTopHomes.com
for a Virtual Tour and Property Brochure.

Faith A. Maricic
Sales Associate
Direct Dial: 908-301-2029
RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Baylock. “Kyle Gates is fast. Chris is
sneaky fast. Mike DiNizo could be
the fastest guy on the team and junior
Mike Rucin is probably going to run
for Kevin when he is on base.”
Offensively, Gates will be the leadoff
batter followed by D’Annunzio, Urban
and Maloney with DiNizo possibly stepping in the fifth spot. Urban also will
offer strong offensive support and has
the ability to hit the long ball.
“Kevin is working on using the
whole field, learning on how to hit the
ball to rightfield, so he’s becoming a
much better hitter,” said Baylock.
“Maloney and D’Annunzio are improving from the year before, so hopefully those three guys can carry us
pretty far. Through March we have
been working real hard. We are not
taking anything for granted. They know
everyday we are going to see a No. 1
pitcher on the mound against us but,
right now, our lineup is pretty good.

www.NJTopHomes.com

©2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation. An Equal Housing Company.
Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT, Inc. All information is deemed reliable but not guaranteed.

WESTFIELD OFFICE • 209 CENTRAL AVENUE • 908-233-5555

sive intensity; Mitchell McNamara
dominated the boards; and guest
player Todd Morling kept the ball
moving.
The JCC outscored Bedminster by
20 points in the fourth quarter to win
by 13. The opposing coaches selected
Machlowitz as the game’s Most Valuable Player. Ira Riesenberg and Ira
Stein coached the winners.
In addition, the JCC team was undefeated against seventh-grade teams
in the New Jersey JCC league and lost
a tight contest to the eighth-grade
champions, while also finishing third
in the Garden State Basketball League
playoffs. Alex Brass, Justin Schwartz
and Dylan Simon were key players in
those contests and Cliff Brass was an
assistant coach.

Westfield . . .Estate Sale. Brand new kitchen with oak
cabinets. Master bedroom with bathroom and his/hers
closets. Large lot with low taxes. New hot water heater and
sump pump. $480,000
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WF Women’s Softball
Registration Available
WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Women’s Softball League, now in
its second year, is preparing for the
spring season. Ages 18 and older are
invited to register. This intramural
league has the emphasis on fun.
Games are on Friday evenings and
will start in late April and continue
through the end of June. To register,
please e-mail Sara Hedgepeth at
hedgehog5@verizon.net.

See it all on the Web!

www.goleader.com

Westfield . . . Large lot on private drive (0.64 acre; 33,598 sq.
ft.). Value primarily in the land. Build your dreamhome on this
private, quiet lot. Contact John Wiley for survey at
(908) 812-3000. $1,200,000

John C. Wiley
Sales Associate
Direct Line: 908-301-2025
Westfield Office
209 Central Avenue
908 233 5555
©2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation. An Equal
Housing Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT, Inc. All information is deemed reliable but not guaranteed.
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WF Area ‘Y’ Devilfish Grab
Gold at Junior Olympics
The Westfield Area Y’s boys relay
teams broke two all-time Westfield Y
records at the Junior Olympics at
Rutgers University on March 18-20.
The first to go was the medley relay
record set in 1989 and the second was
the freestyle relay record set in 1979.
Thirty Westfield Area Y swimmers
qualified for the Junior Olympics.
On March 18, Matt Meserole,
Larry Zhang, Michael Oster and
Andrew Cordeiro responded with
personal bests and captured their first
gold in 1.57.33 to set the medley
relay record. On March 20, the same
foursome cracked the 1973 record
and also captured gold. Meserole led
off to put Westfield in the lead. Zhang
and Cordeiro extended the lead for
the team’s anchor, Oster, who swam
the fastest split of the meet when he
touched more than three seconds
ahead of Lakeland Hills Y. The time

of 1.43.78 shattered the 32-year-old
record by nearly two seconds.
Ten individual Westfield Y records
were also broken. Brooke Sweeney
broke the 9-10 girls 500-free record
and was selected to represent New
Jersey at Zones, a regional all-star
meet. Nine records were set in the
11-12 age group: Meredith Smith in
the 100-individual medley, Elaine
Anderson in the 100 breaststroke,
Oster in the 1,000 free and Meserole
in the 200 IM, 400 IM, 50 back, 200
back and 50 fly. The meet capped a
year in which 25 records were rewritten.
Oster captured gold in the 100 free
with a time of 54:41 and a place on
the NJ Zone team. Meserole touched
first in the 50 back in 28.86 and 100
back in 1.02.28. The team had 44 top
16 finishes, including Matthew
Daniel who took sixth in the 50 fly.

ALL-TIME RECORD HOLDERS…The Westfield Area Y boys medley-relay
swimmers recently shattered the All-Time Westfield Y record that was set in 1989.
The same foursome of Matt Meserole, Larry Zhang, Michael Oster and Andrew
Cordeiro also shattered the All-Time Westfield Y freestyle record set way back in
1973. History was made during the Junior Olympics at Rutgers University on
March 18-20. Their time in the medley relay was 1:57.33 and their time in the
freestyle relay was 1:43.78.

SECOND IN TRI-COUNTY LEAGUE…The Scotch Plains Fanwood’s 7th and 8th
grade girls PAL basketball team finished second in the Tri-County League, with a
13-3 record. After advancing to the league semifinals, they lost to Cranford, a team
they beat twice in the regular season, in overtime. Pictured, left to right, are:
kneeling; Danielle Sette, Kiara Patrick, Nikki Mineo, Lyndsey Douglas and Cassie
Zito; standing, Assistant Coach Mike Zito, Erica Wise, Delia McGee, Kaitlyn
Denker, Jackie Law, Jessica Schroder, Jenna Cepparulo and Coach Lori Kaufman.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
Public Notice is hereby given that the
ordinances as follows were passed and
adopted by the Town Council of the Town
of Westfield at a meeting thereof held on
March 29, 2005.
Claire J. Gray
Acting Town Clerk
GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 1848
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
GENERAL ORDINANCE 1835
FIXING THE ANNUAL SALARIES FOR THE MAYOR AND
COUNCIL MEMBERS AND
CERTAIN OFFICERS AND
EMPLOYEES OF THE TOWN
OF WESTFIELD

Westfield

$1,195,000

A rare opportunity awaits the new owner of this spacious turn of the century colonial located in
a desirable neighborhood. This embracing home with grand center hall has a flexible floor plan
with six bedrooms (one with a sleeping porch), three and a half baths, a sunny living room with
fireplace, a formal dining room, a family room with adjacent screened-in porch, and an eat-in-kitchen
with large pantry and brick decorative fireplace. Boasting many custom features including four
porches and a rear staircase, this home is a treasure. Situated close to town, library, Wilson Elementary
School and NYC transportation. WSF# 00046

Susan M. Checchio
Sales Associate
NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award 1998-2004

Direct Line: 301-2014

E-mail: SueChecchio@coldwellbanker.com
www.WestfieldNJRealtor.com
©2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT, Inc.

WESTFIELD OFFICE

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

908-233-5555

Victorian Gem

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 1849
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
GENERAL ORDINANCE NO.
1836 ENTITLED “AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE
CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD CHAPTER 2,
“ADMINISTRATION,” ARTICLE II, TOWN OFFICERS
AND EMPLOYEES, DIVISION
3, PERSONNEL POSITIONS
AND SALARY SCHEDULE,”
SEC. 2-12.28, “SCHEDULE.”
1 T - 3/31/05, The Leader
Fee: $27.54

WHIPPING IT UP WITH A PRO… On March 14, Alex Grom, right, a first
grader at Washington School, went to the Nets training center in East Rutherford
for a basketball clinic for 40 children between the ages of seven and 13. Brian
Scalabrini, a 6’-9” forward, was one of the players who assisted in the clinic. The
children did warm up exercises then worked on dribbling and passing plus some
offensive and defensive maneuvers. They ended the evening with one-on-one play
against Brian. The loser got a face full of whipped cream.

Carefree One-Floor Living in Summit!
Lovely first-floor condominium in
Summit! This spacious home features
an oversized Living Room, sunny
Dining Room, two Bedrooms, two
Baths, and a one-car Garage. This
wonderful location is just minutes to the
bus, midtown direct train, and beautiful
downtown Summit. Start carefree living
now! Offered at $399,000.
For additional information or a tour, please call:

Wende Devlin Gates
Sales Associate
Call Direct: (908) 233-5989
600 North Avenue West
Westfield, NJ 07090

WESTFIELD OFFICE • 600 NORTH AVENUE, W. • (908) 233-0065

Open House – Sunday, 4/3 • 1-4 pm
155 North Euclid Avenue, Westfield
A rare opportunity to own a Westfield treasure! This magnificent Victorian,
overlooking the Mindowaskin Park gazebo, has been painstakingly remodeled. Boasting 5 Bedrooms, 4½ Baths & a 4-story addition, all major systems
have been updated & original details preserved. Features include a spacious
gourmet Kitchen w granite countertops & center island, a large Foyer w
leaded glass built-ins & a window seat & an inviting Dining Room w French
doors to a wrap-around porch. The sunny Living Room offers a fireplace,
leaded glass built-ins & a wall of windows leading to a deck & patio. 2-story
Master Bedroom suite, Family Room w brick fireplace, secluded study,
perennial gardens & much more. Too much to list! $1,395,000

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Mary McEnerney
(908) 301-2052

209 CENTRAL AVENUE
WESTFIELD, NJ 07090
(908) 233-5555

Susan Debbie
(908) 591-1995

All information deemed reliable but not guaranteed. Prices subject to change. © 2005 Coldwell Banker Corporation. Coldwell Banker ® is a registered trademark
of Coldwell Banker Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Independently owned and operated by NRT, Incorporated.
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Simply the best... 2004
Premier Agents

Frank D. Isoldi

Hye-Young Choi

Kimberley Haley

President’s
Elite
Thomas Bianco

Maureen LaCosta

Barbara Callahan

Bettyann Lynch

John DeMarco

Faith Maricic

Patricia Glaydura

Mary McEnerney

Kay Gragnano

Ruth Tate

Grace Rappa

President’s
Circle
Elvira Ardrey

Lou Faruolo

Reva Berger

Gloria Kraft

Jayne Bernstein

Carol Lyons

Susan Checchio

Katheryne Shea

Barbara Devlin

Naasa Sherbeini

Gina Suriano-Barber

President’s Club

Ann Allen

John Aslanian

Nancy Bregman

Eileen Burlinson

Dennis Devine

James Fawcett

Frank Isoldi, Jr.

Irene Katz

Anne Kelly

Judith Koeppel

Elizabeth Kroncke

Adah Levin

Harriet Lifson

Faten Mahran

Margaret Maguire

Kerry McDevitt

Linda Parsons

Diane Pellino

Lola Reed

Lucille Roll

John Wiley

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage proudly congratulates our Sales Associates for their outstanding
achievements in 2004. Their commitment to truly remarkable service delivered truly remarkable results
for our buyers and sellers. We look forward to serving your residential real estate needs in 2005!

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage
Westfield Office
209 Central Avenue • Westfield, NJ 07090
Office: 908.233.5555
Coldwell Banker Mortgage: 1-888-317-5416

©2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark licensed to
Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity.
Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.
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Borough Library Upgrades
On-Line Catalog for Books

Fanwood Seniors Set to Visit
Virginia Beach/Williamsburg
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Senior
Citizens Club (FSCC) is sponsoring a
trip to Virginia Beach/Williamsburg from
Tuesday through Friday, April 26 to 29.
Round trip transportation will be by
way of Deluxe Motorcoach. Participants will enjoy a four-day, three-night
stay at an oceanfront hotel, a full breakfast each morning and a dinner cruise
through Broad Bay.
There will be visits to the MacArthur
Memorial and the Naval Station in
Norfolk, as well as other points of interest, plus an opportunity to stroll on the
three-mile boardwalk.
A self-guided tour of Colonial

Williamsburg is planned, and a noon
show featuring comedian/entertainer
Charlie Prose also will be included.
The FSCC is seeking new members.
Club meetings take place on the second
and fourth Mondays from January through
June and September to December.
The club is continuing to meet at the
All Saints’ Episcopal Church, 559 Park
Avenue in Scotch Plains, pending
completion of the kitchen at the Forest
Road Park building in Fanwood.
For information or reservations for
the Virginia Beach/Williamsburg trip,
or for membership information, please
call Art Badala at (908) 889-4494.

‘Amphibian Watch’ Slate
For Adults at Trailside
MOUNTAINSIDE – The Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders will
offer an “Evening Amphibian Watch” for
adults 18 and older at the Trailside Nature
and Science Center in Mountainside on
Friday, April 8, from 7 to 8:30 p.m.
A park naturalist will spotlight the
diversity of amphibians living in the
Watchung Reservation. He will give a
brief slide presentation on frogs and
toads that inhabit the area and instruct
attendees on how to identify calls of
common varieties, such as fowler’s
toads, spring peepers, bullfrogs, green
frogs and pickerel frogs.
Participants will hike to nearby
wetlands to search for these elusive
amphibians that breathe through their

skin and sing at night. A beginner’s
wetland field guide highlighting local
amphibian populations will be provided.
Patrons are encouraged to bring a
flashlight and wear shoes that can get
wet. Pre-registration is recommended
as space is limited. The fee is $10 per
person for Union County residents and
$15 per person for non-residents.
For more information regarding
“Evening Amphibian Watch” or
upcoming spring or summer programs
and special events at Trailside, please
call (908) 789-3670.
A facility of the Union County Department of Parks and Recreation,
Trailside Nature and Science Center is
located at 452 New Providence Road.

Two-Day Sport Program, ages 5 to
11. Qualified sports instructors will teach
many different sports in this program,
which includes hockey, net ball, bocce,
lacrosse, and cricket. The program will
be held at Kramer Manor Park from 9 to
1 p.m. on Wednesday and on Thursday,
April 27 and 28. The cost is $60 for
residents and $65 for non-residents. In
case of rain, the program will be moved
indoors to a school facility.
Scrapbook Studio, ages 7 to 14, This
program includes title work, cropping
and creative lettering. Each student
enrolled will receive a professional
quality scrapbook album, page protectors and all the materials needed. Students should bring 10 to 12 photos to
the first class. Classes will be held on
Mondays, April 4 through May 9, from
4 to 5 p.m. at the Scotch Hills Country
Club. Registration prior to March 29
costs $70, and $75 after this date.
Fun-tastic Foam, ages 7 to 14. Children will learn to create keychains,
journals and flower pots, using foam
board. The program will be offered on
Mondays from April 4 to May 9, from
5 to 6 p.m. at the Scotch Hills Country
Club. There will be no class on April
25. Registration is $70 prior to March
29 and $75 after this date.
Science Fun, ages 5 to 12. In this
hands-on six-week program, children
will create take-home projects. Topics
will include: Watts-Up, Magnetic
Magic, Optical Illusions, Lights Color

EXCEPTIONAL HOME IN PREMIER NEIGHBORHOOD
Nestled in a setting that exudes tranquility, this embracing center hall Colonial is
situated on one of Westfield’s most desirable streets. A mixture of grace and
charm, this exceptional residence keeps company among the finest homes
bordering Echo Lake Country Club. Just steps from the walking path onto the golf
course and situated in a quiet Wychwood neighborhood, this fine home combines
traditional architecture with today’s modern amenities. The exceptional quality of
this charming home is evident at first glance. It is a turn-key jewel awaiting a most
Offered for 1.6 million
discerning buyer.

COLDWELL BANKER
RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 233-5555

Susan M. Checchio
Direct Line: 908.301.2014
SueChecchio@coldwellbanker.com
www.WestfieldNJRealtor.com

Kimberley A. Haley
Direct Line: 908.301.2004
KimHaley@coldwellbanker.com
www.KimHaley.com

New Listing
Elegantly reconstructed. This Colonial
features an open floor plan, four large
bedrooms, 3 new bathrooms, sunny
living room, formal dining room and a
new gourmet kitchen. Close to parks,
transportation and schools. Offered at
$619,000. Call Irene for more
information.

Coming soon
to Scotch Plains…
Please call Irene at 908-419-6982 to
preview the plans for this elegant and
spacious 4 bedroom, 2½ bath Colonial
home on park-like property in a very
desirable neighborhood. This
completely renovated home will feature
high quality details and amenities.
Offered at $759,000.

Irene Katz
Sales Associate

2003, 2004 NJAR Circle of Excellence
Coldwell Banker President’s Club

Cell: 908-419-6982
email: irenekatz@aol.com
©2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT, Inc.
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908-233-5555

Action, Slime, and Sonic Sounds. The
program will be offered on Wednesdays from April 13 to May 25 from
4:30 to 5:30 p.m. at the Towne House
in Green Forest Park. Registration prior
to April 1 is $70 per person and $75
after this date.
Preschool Science Workshop, ages
3 to 5. This four-workshop program
includes topics on colors, dinosaurs,
senses and more. Parents are encouraged to participate in this program.
The workshop will be offered on
Wednesdays, from April 13 to May 11
from 3:15 to 4 p.m. at the Towne
House in Green Forest Park. Registration prior to April 1 is $50 per person
and $55 afterwards.
Girls softball clinic, Kindergarten
to second grade. This eight-week instructional program will teach children the basic skills and rules of softball. No permanent teams will be created. Parent volunteers are needed to
assist Shon Briggs with this program,
which will be offered on Wednesdays
from May 4 to June 22 from 4 to 5 p.m.
Registration cost $40 prior to April 8,
and $45 after this date.
Summer Parks, ages 6 to 12, and
Small Fry Program, ages 3 to 5. Registration for this program begins Saturday, April 16, from 9 a.m. to noon in
Room 113 of the Municipal Building.
Registration is $40 before June 10 and
$50 after June 13. Space is limited on
all trips on the Small Fry program.
Willie Wilson Baseball Camp, ages
10 to 16, boys and girls. This camp
will be held from August 16 to 19 from
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Details will follow on
this camp.
Trip to Vanity Fair Outlets, Wednesday April 20. The bus will depart from
the Municipal Building at 8:30 a.m.
and travel to the Vanity Fair Shopping
Outlets in Reading, Pa. The bus will
return to the parking lot at 5 p.m. The
trip will be held rain or shine. The cost
is $20 per person.
Beginner Tennis Lessons for adults
and children, aged 8 to 12. Classes are
limited to 12 students. Students must
bring a racquet and a can of balls.
Registration will be held from April 5 to
22. The lessons will be given in two
sessions. Session one runs Mondays
and Wednesdays, May 2 to 25, from 7
to 8 p.m. Session 2 runs Mondays and
Wednesdays from June 6 to 29. The
cost is $45 per person but $50 after
April 22. Children’s times are from 6 to
7 p.m. All classes are held at Kramer
Manor Park.

MOUNTAINSIDE – The borough’s
public library has recently upgraded its
online catalog giving it the look and feel
of today’s popular online bookstores.
The addition of an “Enriched Content” module has enhanced the library’s
materials catalog with tables of contents, book cover art, book reviews,
fiction and biography profiles, excerpts
and complete first chapters.
Library users will first notice the
cover images taken directly from book
jackets.
In addition to the attractive graphics,
the Mountainside Public Library catalog now offers lots more. Book reviews
from standard sources such as Publishers Weekly, Booklist and Library Journal are available with a click of the
mouse. Children’s reviews are also included through articles from the School
Library Journal.
Many citations offer first chapter
excerpts that can be read online. It’s no
longer necessary to retrieve the physical book for a quick read or search for
a review in a magazine database. The
library catalog offers the information
right at your fingertips.
Other options readily available include book summaries and annotations, tables of contents just as they
appear in the books, and fiction and
biography profiles which provide a
broad range of headings for research
or discovering read-a-likes.
“Both book groups and individual
readers will love this enhancement,”

said Library Director Miriam Bein.
“It’s transformed the library catalog
into an encyclopedia. Readers who
have discovered the new features are
amazed at the depth of information
and the simplicity of retrieving it.”
To
search,
please
visit
www.mountainsidelibrary.org and
search the online library catalog. Anyone with Internet access can search
the catalog and take advantage of the
new offerings.

Event to Aid Victims
Of Domestic Violence
COUNTY – The YWCA Eastern
Union County will hold a “Shower
for New Beginnings” to support its
new Transitional Housing Program
for women and children victims of
domestic violence, at 1 p.m. on Saturday, April 9, at the Schering-Plough
headquarters in Kenilworth.
The new transitional housing facility, set to open in Plainfield this year,
will house up to eight families for one
to two years as women participate in
domestic violence counseling, employment and financial training, and a
search for permanent housing.
For over 25 years, the YWCA Eastern Union County’s Project Protect
has provided comprehensive services
to victims of domestic violence. For
more information, please call Jennifer
Vriens, Fund Development Officer, at
(908) 355-1500, extension no. 14.

County’s Division of Aging
To Hold Program In Town
COUNTY – The Union County Division on Aging in the Department of
Human Services will bring its Outreach Services Program for Senior Citizens to Westfield on Friday, April 8.
The Outreach Services Program offers senior citizens information and help
with applications for a variety of important government assistance programs.
“The Union County Freeholders
encourage elderly, isolated individuals from throughout the county who
meet eligibility requirements to apply
for vital services through our outreach
program,” said Freeholder Chairman
Rick Proctor. “These services can
supplement the basic needs of the isolated elderly and sustain or improve
their lives.”
Bilingual staff members will be
available to assist the senior citizens at
all locations.

“Our staff will conduct private interviews on request,” Freeholder Proctor added.
The Westfield program will be held
at the Westfield Neighborhood Council, located at 127 Cacciola Place.
Union County representatives will
be available to help residents complete
the necessary applications for a number of programs, including gas and
electric support (LIFE LINE), pharmaceutical assistance (PAAD), and home
energy assistance (HEAP). There will
also be screening for Supplemental
Security Income (SSI) eligibility, and
information about the Senior Health
Insurance Program (SHIP).
For further information on the Outreach Services Program and other programs offered by the Union County
Division on Aging, call the division’s
toll-free number: (888) 280-8226.
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Washington Rock Girl Scouts
Post Cookie Booth Schedule
COUNTY – The Girl Scouts of
Washington Rock Council, which
serves 22 communities including
Westfield, Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Mountainside and Garwood, will sell
cookies at booths throughout the area.
The schedule is as follows:
Westfield – Saturday, April 2, noon to 3
p.m. at Wachovia Bank on East Broad
Street; Friday, April 8, 4:30 to 7:30
p.m. at the Westfield train station on
North Avenue, and Wednesday, April
13, 3:30 to 5:15 p.m. at Stop & Shop on
Elm Street.
Scotch Plains-Fanwood – Saturdays,
April 2 and 9, noon to 4 p.m. at Palmer
Video, Westfield Avenue, Scotch Plains;

April 9, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at A&P on
South Avenue, Fanwood, and Saturday,
April 16, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Irma’s
Hallmark, Martine Avenue, Fanwood.
Mountainside – Saturday, April 2, 11
a.m. to 3 p.m. at 7-11, Mountain Avenue.
Garwood – Saturday, April 2, 9 a.m. to
4 p.m. at Pathmark, South Avenue,
8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. at Kings on South
Avenue, and 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at ShopRite
on North Avenue; Sunday, April 3, 8:30
a.m. to 5 p.m. at Kings and 9 a.m. to 3
p.m. at ShopRite, and Saturday, April
9, 10 a.m. to noon at Kings.
Cookies cost $3.50 a box, portions of
which support the troop selling the cookies and the Washington Rock Council.

Kay Gragnano
Sales Associate
WESTFIELD OFFICE
209 CENTRAL AVENUE
908-233-5555

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

PAID BULLETIN BOARD

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

Public Notice is hereby given that an ordinance of which the following is a copy was
introduced, read and passed on first reading by the Council of the Town of Westfield at
a meeting held March 29, 2005 and that the said Council will further consider the same
for final passage on the 19th day of April, 2005, at 8:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as said
matter can be reached, in the Council Chambers, Municipal Building, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey, at which time and place any person who may be interested
therein will be given an opportunity to be heard concerning said ordinance.
Claire J. Gray
Acting Town Clerk
SPECIAL ORDINANCE NO. 2107
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407 Everson Place, Westfield
Light and airy, this “Better Than New” 3 year old colonial is ideally located within
walking distance to all transportation, schools and downtown Westfield. This home
offers 4 bedrooms, two and one half bathrooms, a spacious state-of-the-art gourmet kitchen, family room with wood burning fireplace, library and laundry room are
conveniently located on the second floor. Other features include all appliances,
fenced yard and sprinkler system, ceiling fans, central vac and an oversized paver
patio. Property size is: (70x120) Taxes: $14,418.72 Offered at $959,900
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4 Stoneleigh Park, Westfield
The timeless classic appeal of a Williamsburg Colonial sitting majestically on nearly
half an acre of beautifully landscaped property will easily capture your heart. This
meticulously maintained four bedroom three and one-half bath home is gracious
from the start with a traditional center hall . . . generously proportioned rooms
throughout. Enjoy the private park setting as well as the total convenience
Stoneleigh offers. Located in the heart of Westfield, the Park was developed in
1904 as one of the first planned communities in the United States. A most prestigious neighborhood and location, truly an opportunity to enjoy Westfield at its
best. Offered at $1,495,000
©2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT, Inc.

Kay Gragnano
908-301-2036: Office Direct
908-233-7922: Fax

BE IT ORDAINED by the Town of Westfield in the County of Union as follows:
SECTION I. That the Town of Westfield will be replacing existing sidewalk with new
sidewalk and constructing new sidewalk where none exists at various locations and all
work necessary and incidental thereto.
SECTION II. That all of the said improvements shall be made and completed under
the supervision of the Town Engineer and in accordance with preliminary plans and
specifications on file in the office of the Town Engineer and are hereby made a part of this
ordinance.
SECTION III. That not more than fifty (50%) percent of the final cost of the project as
certified by the Chief Financial Officer shall be assessed by the Tax Assessor on lands
specially benefited by the improvement.
SECTION IV. It is hereby determined and declared that the number of annual
installations in which the special assessment to be levied on account of the said
improvements may be paid is three (3).
SECTION V. It is hereby determined and declared that the estimated amount of money
to be raised from all sources to said purpose is $100,000.00, and that the estimated
amount of bonds or notes necessary to be issued for said purpose is $95,000.00. There
is hereby appropriated for said purpose the sum of $5,000.00 from Capital Improvement
Funds available for said purpose.
SECTION VI. To finance said purposes, bonds of said Town of an aggregate principal
amount not exceeding $95,000.00 are hereby authorized to be issued pursuant to the
Local Bond Law (as hereinafter defined). Said bonds shall bear interest at a rate per
annum as may be hereafter determined within the limitations prescribed by law. All
matters with respect to said bonds not determined by this ordinance shall be determined
by resolutions to be hereafter adopted.
SECTION VII. To finance such purpose there shall be issued pursuant to Chapter 2
of Title 40A of the New Jersey Statues, as amended (the “Local Bond Law”), in
anticipation of the issuance of bonds, Bond Anticipation Notes of said Town not to exceed
the aggregate principal amount the sum of $95,000.00. Said notes shall bear interest at
a rate per annum as may hereafter be determined within the limitations prescribed by said
law and may be renewed from time to time pursuant to, and within, the limitations
prescribed by said law. All matters with respect to said notes not determined by this
ordinance shall be determined by resolution of the Town to be hereafter adopted.
SECTION VIII. Not more than $500.00 of the sum to be raised by the issuance of said
notes may be used to finance interest on obligation issued to finance such purpose,
whether temporary or permanent, or to finance legal expenses or to finance the cost of
the issuance of such obligations as provided in Section 20 of the Local Bond Law.
SECTION IX. It is hereby determined and declared that the period of usefulness for
the financing of which said obligations are to be issued is a period of ten (10) years from
the date of said bonds.
SECTION X. It is hereby determined and declared that the Supplemental Debt
Statement required by law has been duly made and filed in the office of the Town Clerk
of said Town and that such statement so filed shows that the gross debt of the Town as
defined in Section 43 of the Local Bond Law is increased by this ordinance by $95,000.00,
and that the bonds authorized by this ordinance shall be within any debt limitations
prescribed by said law.
SECTION XI. Any funds received from the County of Union, the State of New Jersey
or any of their agencies or any funds received from the United States of America or any
of its agencies in aid of such purposes, shall be applied to the payment of the cost of such
purposes, or if bond anticipation notes have been issued, to the payment of the bond
anticipation notes, and the amount of bonds authorized for such purposes shall be
reduced accordingly.
SECTION XII. The Town intends to issue bonds or notes to finance the cost of the
improvements described in Section I of this bond ordinance. If the Town incurs such
costs prior to the issuance of the bonds or notes, the Town herby states its reasonable
expectation to reimburse itself for such expenditures with the proceeds of such bonds or
notes in the maximum principal amount of bonds or notes authorized by this bond
ordinance.
SECTION XIII. The full faith and credit of the Town are hereby pledge to the punctual
payment of the principal of the interest on the obligations authorized by this ordinance.
Said obligations shall be direct, unlimited and general obligations of the Town, and the
Town shall levy ad valorem taxes upon all the taxable real property within the Town for
the payment of the principal of and interest on such bonds and notes, without limitation
as to rate or amount.
SECTION XIV. The capital budget is hereby amended to conform with the provisions
of this ordinance to the extent of any inconsistency therewith and the resolutions
promulgated by the Local Finance Board showing full detail of the amended capital
budget and capital program as approved by the Director, Division of Local Government
Services, is on file with the Town Clerk and is available for public inspection.
SECTION XV. This ordinance shall take effect twenty (20) days after first publication
thereof after final passage.
1 T - 3/31/05, The Leader
Fee: $144.84

Goods & Services You Need!

www.goleader.com

Landscape Design
Year Long Plantings
Lawn Maintenance
Patio • Walks • Masonry
Retaining Walls

P R E M I E R P R O P E RT Y M A I N T E N A N C E P R O V I D E R

888-533-2345
908-925-2345

thetomassogroupllc@verizon.net

Specializing in Lawn Maintenance Accounts & Fertilization Programs
Residential • Commercial • Industrial
Spring & Fall Cleanup • Brick Pavers • Patio • Sod & Seeding

Custom & Unique
Landscape For Your Home

Free Estimates • Fully Insured • Immediate Response
Affordable Rates • Special Rates for Senior Citizens • Major Credit Cards

Designing & Building All
Your Walkway & Patio Needs

Drip Systems • Lawn Sprinklers • Planting Beds

908-791-1820
Annual Contracts for Start-Ups & Shut-Offs • Guaranteed Immediate Response • Fully Licensed & Insured

Fully Insured

j. valente

Free Estimates

SPECIALISTS IN REMODELING OF

“The Service Professionals”

Commercial • Residential
Driveway Sealing & Repair: Driveway Seal application;
Crack repair and maintenance.
Power Washing: Houses, Office Buildings, Decks, Trucks
Patios, Steps, Swing sets, and much more.

Phone: 908-456-0525 • Fax: 908-654-1492 • dmanico28@yahoo.com

Opal Electric Services LLC
Residential
Commercial
Industrial
Bonded & Insured

License #9204

(908) 245-3577

bathrooms
& kitchens
•
INDOOR

OUTDOOR PAINTING

732-382-4136
973-444-1391 (cell)
mtv1970@msn.com

Free Estimates

AUTO REPAIR

PERFECT
Carpentry, Plaster
General Home Repairs

PAINTING
&
POWER WASHING

Kitchens & Baths

Residential • Commercial

732-340-0320

908-272-4456

Ceramic Tile & Marble

Serving Union Co. for over 15 years
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AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE REPLACEMENT OF SIDEWALK
AND CONSTRUCTION OF NEW SIDEWALK AT VARIOUS LOCATIONS IN
THE TOWN AND THE APPROPRIATION OF MONIES NECESSARY THEREFOR.

THREE STARS ARE CELEBRATED
AT COLDWELL BANKER
Kimberley “Kim” Haley, also a top
WESTFIELD, NJ, MARCH 29, 2005 –
Michael Scott, manager of the Westfield producer in the office, lives with her
office of Coldwell Banker Residential husband and four children in Westfield. She
Brokerage in New Jersey and Rockland earned NJAR Circle of Excellence Gold
County, NY recently announced that three status in 1998, 2000, 2001, and the
of his office’s Sales Associates — Frank Platinum Level in 2002 and 2003. She was
also the Number One Associate
D. Isoldi, Hye-Young Choi and
in Buyer Controlled Sales for
Kimberley Haley —achieved
the office from 2000 to 2002.
NJAR’s highest level of
For information about buying
recognition Platinum Level
or selling real estate in the Union
membership in the 2004 Circle
County area, please call Frank D.
of Excellence.
Isoldi, Hye-Young Choi or Kim
“In honor of their outstanding
Haley at the Westfield office of
achievements last year, Frank,
Coldwell Banker Residential
Hye-Young and Kim also
Brokerage in New Jersey and
earned membership in the
Rockland County, NY at 908prestigious Coldwell Banker
International
President’s Hye Young Choi 233-5555. The office is located
at 209 Central Avenue in
Premier club, where they joined
Westfield. You can also view the
the top one percent of Coldwell
company’s listings on the
Banker sales professionals
Internet
at
worldwide,” added Scott. “And,
www.ColdwellBankerMoves.com.
from among 3,500 Sales
For a no-obligation mortgage
Associates throughout New
pre-approval, please call
Jersey and Rockland County, all
Coldwell Banker Mortgage at 1three made our company’s Top
888-317-5417.
20 for overall achievement, year
Coldwell Banker Residential
ending December 31, 2004. I
am very proud to congratulate
Brokerage in New Jersey and
Rockland County, New York is
these exceptional individuals
a member of the NRT family of
for their accomplishments.”
Kim
Haley
Isoldi, a resident of Westfield,
companies. NRT Incorporated is
the largest residential real estate
has consistently earned Circle
brokerage company in the
of Excellence awards since
1993. He was named Top
United States and also has
locations in the United
Producer in the Westfield office
Kingdom. With nearly 1,000
for Total Production, Listings
Sold, and Buyer Controlled
offices and 59,000 sales
associates operating in over 35
Sales for his work in 2004. In
major metropolitan areas, NRT
1997, he was named Greater
Union County “REALTOR® of
posted a real estate industry
record of $200 billion in closed
the Year”.
sales volume in 2004. NRT
Hye-Young Choi, a Westfield
area resident, enjoyed a career
(www.nrtinc.com)
is
a
subsidiary
of
Cendant
as a professional singer on
Broadway and the London stage
Frank D. Isoldi Corporation (NYSE: CD).
prior to earning her real estate
Cendant (www.cendant.com) is
one of the foremost providers of
license in 1983. She is a
consistent top producer in the office and travel and real estate services in the world.
was named Number 1 in Total Production
Coldwell Banker Residential
for the Westfield office for 10 consecutive Brokerage in New Jersey/Rockland
years from 1994 through 2003. She County, N.Y., is a member of the
achieved the NJAR Circle of Excellence Coldwell Banker® system, which has
Gold Level from 1994 through 2001 and more than 3,700 offices and 120,000
Sales Associates worldwide.
earned Platinum in 2002 and 2003.

Thursday, March 31, 2005

ELM STREET
SERVICE CENTER
Complete Auto Repair
Foreign & Domestic
NJ State Inspection
• Emission Repair Facility
• Tune-ups & Batteries
• A/C Service
• Tires & Brakes
Auto
Care
• Road Service
Center
138 Elm St • Westfield
908-232-1937

www.goleader.com
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BED

BEDROOM SET

Visco Elastic Memory Foam
mattress set, Queen set,
as seen on TV.
Value $1200, sell $375.
(732) 259-6690

Cherry wood sleigh bed,
chest, dresser & mirror
and night stand.
New still in box.
Value $4500 sacrifice $1600
(732) 259-6690

MATTRESS SET

Queen pillow top.
Name brand,
new in plastic w/warranty.
List $800 sell $265.
Can Deliver (732) 259-6690
DINING ROOM

Beautiful cherry wood set,
double pedestal table,
hutch & buffet, 8 chairs.
List $3000. Sell $1575.
Can deliver (732) 259-6690
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
COUNTY OF UNION, NEW JERSEY
NOTICE TO BIDDERS
Notice is hereby given that sealed bids
will be received by the Purchasing Agent,
of the Town of Westfield, County of Union,
State of New Jersey, in the Town of
Westfield Municipal Building Court Room,
425 East Broad Street on Monday, April
25, 2005, at 10:00 a.m. for:
Athletic Facilities Lighting at
Houlihan Field and Tamaques Park
Tennis Court Resurfacing at
Tamaques Park
Athletic Field Reconstruction at
Houlihan Field
in accordance with Drawings and Specifications prepared by Kinsey Associates,
Hackettstown, New Jersey. No bids shall
be received after the time designated
above.
Plans and specifications will be available for pick up on April 4, 2005.
One set of complete documents may be
obtained upon the payment of Fifty dollars
($50.00) per project for each set, refundable to Bidders only. Drawings and Specifications are on file at the Recreation office
and may be examined and obtained there
between the hours of 9:00 A.M. and 4:00
P.M. daily except Saturday, Sunday and
holidays. Checks must be made payable
to the order of the “Town of Westfield”.
Bidders must use, and fully complete, the
proposal pages included with the specifications furnished by the Owner and comply with all requirements attached thereto,
including the following:
1.
An experience record of the bidder;
2.
Certified Check or a Bid Bond in an
amount not less than 10% of the amount
for which the bid is submitted, but not in
excess of $20,000.00, furnished by a
Surety Company licensed to do business
in the State of New Jersey;
3.
A Non-Collusion Affidavit;
4.
A Consent of Surety;
5.
Qualification Statement; and,
6.
Ownership disclosure statement;
7.
Affirmative Action Information.
Each bid must be submitted and enclosed in a sealed envelope with the name
and address of the bidder and the project
title and contract number clearly shown on
the face of the envelope.
The bid shall be directed to the attention
of:
Purchasing Agent
Town of Westfield
Municipal Building
425 East Broad Street
Westfield, New Jersey 07090-2196
The Owner expressly reserves the right
to reject any or all bids, accept and enter
into contract with the lowest responsible
bidder for the project, or combined projects,
or to waive any informalities in the bids and
accompanying documents received,
should it be deemed to be in the best
interest of the Owner.
The Owner also reserves the right to
correct any erroneous mathematical computations in any proposals submitted, and
to consider the bid on the basis of the
corrected total or totals. The written figures shall prevail over the numerical figures.
Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of P.L. 1975, c. 127 (N.J.A.C.
17:27 et seq.). entitled “Law Against Discrimination”.
Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of P.L. 1999, c. 39 (N.J.S.A.
40A:11-23.1 and 40A:11-23.2).
Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of PL. 1999, C.238 The Public Works Contractor Registration Act.
Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of P.L. 2004, c. 57 New
Jersey Business Registration Act.
Bruce Kaufmann
Recreation Director
1 T - 3/31/05, The Leader
Fee: $80.58

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
The Board of Adjustment of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey will meet on Monday April 11, 2005 in the Council Chambers at the Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey at
7:30 p.m. to hear and consider the following appeals for variance from the requirements of the Westfield Land Use Ordinance:
Sam & Sheryl Della Fera, 540 Coleman
Place, seeking permission to erect an
addition contrary to the requirements of
Section: 12.04F1 of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires a maximum
allowable coverage of 20%. 22% is proposed.
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Day, 756 Oak
Avenue, seeking permission to erect an
addition contrary to the requirements of
Section: 11.09E6, 11.09E7 & 12.04F1 of
the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires a minimum side yard setback of 10
feet. 8.7 feet to 9.3 feet is present and
proposed. Ordinance requires a minimum
rear yard setback of 35 feet. 30 feet is
proposed. Ordinance requires a maximum
allowable coverage of 20%. 25.1% is proposed.
George & Lora Lanzano, 6 Tamaques
Way, seeking permission to erect an addition contrary to the requirements of Section: 11.08E6 & 12.04F1 of the Land Use
Ordinance. Ordinance requires a minimum side yard setback of 10.0 feet. + 6.4
feet is proposed. Ordinance requires a
maximum allowable coverage of 20%.
22.4% is proposed.
Alison Brafman, 1031 Minisink Way,
seeking permission to erect an addition
contrary to the requirements of Section:
12.04F1 of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires a maximum allowable
coverage by buildings & above ground
structures of 20%/ 3,600 square foot cap.
4,789 square feet/ 21.1% is proposed.
Matt & Elsa Toglia, 717 Clark Street,
seeking permission to erect an addition
contrary to the requirements of Section:
11.09E6 & 12.04F1 of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires a minimum
side yard setback of 10 feet. 5.1 feet is
present and proposed. Ordinance requires
a maximum allowable coverage of 20%.
21% is proposed.
Jeff Hamilton, 771 Oak Avenue, seeking permission to erect an addition contrary to the requirements of Section:
12.04F1 of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires a maximum allowable

HELP WANTED

ASSEMBLY
(Scotch Plains Area)
CUSTOMER SERVICE
PACKAGING
SETUP AND DISPLAY
Entry Level positions
No exp. nec. we Train
$400/WK MUST BE 18
(908) 490-1333

CLASSIFIEDS
OPEN HOUSE

HELP WANTED

Sunday, April 3, 1 to 4 PM
22 Rodman Lane, Mountainside
Spacious 9 Room; 4 BR, 2FB,
2HB, A/C, Deck, 2 car garage at
cul-de-sac.
$799,000.
Off Woodland Avenue

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Westfield Volunteer Rescue
Squad seeks persons willing to
train as Emergency Medical
Technicians. No prior exp.
needed. Valid NJ Driv. Lic., req.,
min. 4 hrs/wk. We offer 24 hr.
coverage. Wkday 9am - 1 pm or
1-5pm slots are perfect for parents of school children. Childcare
reimbursement available!
Seeks trainees as Dispatchers. Min.
2 hrs./wk. All training provided.
Call the Recruiting Team at
(908) 233-2500 for details

HOUSE FURNISHINGS

HOME FOR SALE

509K, Mountainside
Lovely 3 Bedroom Colonial
Fireplace, Garage, Deck,
Finished Basement,
Large Backyard.
Call (908) 347-2003
APARTMENT FOR RENT

Apt. for rent in Westfield. Walk to
train, shopping. 1st fl., 1 bedroom,
living room, dining room, newly
renovated kit, laundry. 2nd fl, 2
bedroom, liv. room, newly
renovated eat-in kit, newly
renovated bath, loft area for office,
laundry. (908) 917-0688.

For sale, contents of house,
including furniture, china,
bric-a-brac & more.
April 8 & 9; 9AM-4PM
123 Green Place, Westfield
(973) 661-0302
MOVING SALE

Retro Danish dining set, signed–
best offer over $1000. Sealy
posturpedic full bed, like new $350; Antique (c.1890), threedrawer dresser - $400; Signed
prints: $350 - $25; Hitchcock
maple bench - $300; two end
tables, dark wood, beveled glass
tops - $50; three table lamps –
$20 - $50; clothing (size 12). Call
(leave message) for directions:
(908) 389-1498.
WEIGHTS DESIRED

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Joint Commission on Accreditation
of Healthcare Organizations will conduct
an accreditation survey of: Overlook Hospital, on Monday, May 23 through Thursday, May 26; and Atlantic Home Care and
Hospice, on Monday, May 23 through
Wednesday, May 25.
The purpose of the survey will be to
evaluate the organization’s compliance
with nationally established Joint Commission standards. The survey results will be
used to determine whether, and the conditions under which, accreditation should be
awarded the organization.
Joint Commission standards deal with
organization quality, safety-of-care issues,
and the safety of the environment in which
care is provided. Anyone believing that he
or she has pertinent and valid information
about such matters may request a public
interview with the Joint Commission’s field
representatives at the time of the survey.
Information presented at the interview will
be carefully evaluated for relevance to the
accreditation process. Requests for a public information interview must be made in
writing and should be sent to the Joint
Commission no later than five working
days before the survey begins. The request must also indicate the nature of the
information to be provided at the interview.
Such requests should be addressed to:
Division of Accreditation Operations
Office of Quality Monitoring
Joint Commission on Accreditation
of Healthcare Organizations
One Renaissance Boulevard
Oakbrook Terrace, IL 60181
Or
Faxed to: (630) 792-5636
Or
E-mailed to: complaint@jcaho.org
The Joint Commission’s Office of Quality Monitoring will acknowledge, in writing
or by telephone, requests received 10
days before the survey begins. An Account Representative will contact the individual requesting the public information
interview prior to the survey, indicating the
location, date, and time of the interview
and the name of the surveyor who will
conduct the interview.
This notice is posted in accordance with
the Joint Commission’s requirements and
may not be removed before the survey is
complete.
1 T - 3/31/05, The Leader
Fee: $47.94

Looking for fixed, solid 25-lb, 30lb, 65-lb, 70-lb, dumbells.
Please call Dave Corbin at:
(908) 232-4407
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
PLANNING BOARD
In accordance with the ordinances of the
Town of Westfield, and the statutes of the
State of New Jersey, NOTICE IS HEREBY
served upon you that an application for
development (NO: 05-04) to be located in
a CBD Zone, on the premises known as
111-129 Prospect Street, Block No.
2506, Lot No. 6,7,8 has been submitted
by In-Town Condominium Construction Company, LLC of P.O. Box 1428,
Linden, New Jersey and involves preliminary and final major site plan application for construction of a multi-family four-story building with 35 units of
age-restricted housing, with parking
underneath, partially below grade, pursuant to a conditional use and requires the
granting of relief from zone requirements
that require waiver of RSIS concerning
parking and such other variances as may
be required in order to allow:
PRELIMINARY SITE PLAN APPROVAL
CONDITIONAL USE AUTHORIZATION
The Planning Board will conduct a public hearing on this matter on April 14, 2005
at, 8:00 p.m., in Council Chambers,
Westfield Town Hall, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey. Any person or persons affected by this application
will have an opportunity to present any
objections you may have to the proposed
development. The Board, does, however,
have the right to exclude repetitious testimony.
All documents relating to this application may be inspected by the public Monday through Friday between the hours of
8:30 A.M. until 4:30 P.M. in the Planning/
Zoning Office, 959 North Avenue, West,
Westfield, New Jersey.
March 23, 2005
Attorney for Applicant
Bruce H. Bergen, Esq.
Krevsky, Silber & Bergen
P.O. Box 99
Cranford, New Jersey 07016
1 T - 3/31/05, The Leader
Fee: $42.33

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD BOARD OF EDUCATION
NOTICE OF MEETINGS
(In Compliance with OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT - Chapter 231)
*ADDENDUM TO REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETINGS*
TYPE OF MEETING:

Executive Session Meeting

DATE OF MEETING:

Tuesday, April 12, 2005

LOCATION:

Administration Building
Evergreen Avenue & Cedar Street
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076

TIME:

7:30 p.m.

PURPOSE OF MEETING:

The Board will meet in Executive Session for
a preliminary discussion of Superintendent’s
Evaluation.

ACTION TO BE TAKEN:
1 T - 3/31/05, The Times

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Action will not be taken.
Fee: $32.64

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

coverage of 20%. 20.33% is proposed.
Wallace & Linda Parker, 243 Kimball
Avenue, seeking permission to enlarge
an existing garage contrary to the requirements of Section: 13.01I1 of the Land Use
Ordinance. Ordinance requires the maximum height of accessory buildings to be
15 feet. 18 feet, 6 inches (22 feet, 6 inches
to top of weather vane) is proposed.
Sorrento’s Restaurant, 631 Central
Avenue, seeking permission to use seasonal decorations within the properties
confines contrary to the requirements of
Section: 16.04E, 16.07D, 16.07M &
11.28D8 of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires only one sign either at
the main public entrance or permits one
freestanding sign as an alternative to the
permitted wall sign. Numerous signs proposed. Ordinance prohibits portable & “Aframe” signs. Proposed are two signs of
the prohibited type. Ordinance prohibits
the use of pennants. There are pennants
hung on the property. Ordinance prohibits
outdoor seating. There are tables and
chairs placed out doors.
Diane Dabulas, 765 Clark Street, seeking permission to erect an addition contrary to the requirements of Section:
11.08E6 of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires a minimum side yard
setback of 10.0 feet. 9.56 feet is proposed.
Diane Barrasso, 936 Highland Avenue, seeking permission to erect an addition contrary to the requirements of Section: 13.02C1 of the Land Use Ordinance.
Ordinance requires the deck location to be
in the rear yard only. Side yard is proposed.
Barbara Thomas, 303 Mountain Avenue, seeking permission to erect a 2-car
garage contrary to the requirements of
Section: 11.08E6 of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires a minimum
side yard setback of 10.0 feet. 2.5 feet is
proposed.
Mary Thompson, 802 Shackamaxon
Drive, seeking permission to erect an addition contrary to the requirements of Section: 11.07C5 & 12.03D of the Land Use
Ordinance. Ordinance requires a corner
lot street side yard setback of 20 feet.
17.77 feet is present and proposed (14.77
feet for eaves). Ordinance requires a front
yard setback of 42 feet (EFYD). 37.8 feet
is proposed.
Charles Beurer, 119 Ayliffe Avenue,
seeking permission to erect an addition
contrary to the requirements of Section:
11.09E6 of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires a minimum side yard

setback of 10 feet. + 8.1 feet is proposed.
Paula Golbin & Alfonso Pena, 163
North Euclid Avenue, seeking permission to enlarge an existing garage contrary to the requirements of Section:
13.01G1b of the Land Use Ordinance.
Ordinance requires a side yard of 5 feet.
1.6 feet is present and proposed.
Peter & Nancy Ciano, 900 Harding
Street, seeking permission to erect an
addition contrary to the requirements of
Section: 12.03D of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires a front yard
setback of 34.5 feet (EFYD). 28.6 feet is
proposed.
John Slingerland & Jane Giannone,
727 Oak Avenue, seeking permission to
erect an addition contrary to the requirements of Section: 11.09F6 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires a
minimum side yard setback of 10 feet. +
7.0 feet is proposed.
Eric & Karen Leuthold, 528 First
Street, seeking permission to erect an
addition contrary to the requirements of
Section: 11.09E6, 11.09E7, 12.04E1 &
12.04F1 of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires a minimum side yard
setback of 10 feet. 9.73 feet and 3.27 feet
are proposed. Ordinance requires a minimum rear yard setback of 35 feet. 26 feet
is proposed. Ordinance requires a maximum allowable Floor Area Ratio of 35% /
3,200 square feet. 49.8% is proposed.
Ordinance requires a maximum allowable
coverage by buildings & structures of 20%.
29.8% is proposed.
Len & Erica Resnikoff, 356 Wychwood
Road, seeking permission to reconstruct
a second floor addition contrary to the
requirements of Section: 11.10E7 & 13.01B
of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance
requires a minimum side yard setback of
35 feet. 20.61 feet is present and proposed. Ordinance requires that the distance of the accessory structure from the
principal structure must be a minimum of
12.5 feet (height of accessory structure).
11.5 feet is proposed.
Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from requirements may be sought as appropriate.
Plans and application are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Lori A. Boyd, Secretary
Board of Adjustment
1 T - 3/31/05, The Leader Fee: $153.00

HELP WANTED

REAL ESTATE, Agents at
Burgdorff ERA are breaking all
records. ERA’s #1 Real Estate
firm has training classes starting
soon. Scholarships available.
Call 1-866-BURGDORFF or
www.burgdorff.com\careers
SUMMER JOB

Summer Day Camp Counselors:
No nights/weekends. Group
counselors, lifeguards/WSI,
instructors for sports, crafts,
nature, outdoor skills. Warren
Township (Somerset County) NJ.
(908) 647-0664
rvrbnd1@aol.com or apply at
www.campriverbend.com
HELP WANTED

Real Estate: Thinking of making a
change? Prudential NJ Properties
is now interviewing for full time
real estate agent positions,
Westfield Office. Call Margie
(908) 232-5664, ext. 103.
COLLEGE ADMISSIONS

College Admission Consultant
Assistance with applications,
college selection, essays,
financial aid, etc. Reasonable.
Call (908) 789-5980.
HELP WANTED

Mechanic with your own tools,
4yrs. experience, Seeking
Great Pay to Work Days.
CDL-A & Bilingual a Plus
(800) 524-0067, x275
PUBLIC NOTICE
BOARD OF EDUCATION
OF THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD
UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT
sealed bids will be received by the Board
of Education of the Town of Westfield,
Union County, New Jersey for Athletic
Field and Track Upgrades at Kehler
Stadium , Westfield, New Jersey, (FVF
# 3488) (BOE #R33-01), together with all
work incidental thereto, in accordance with
the requirements of the drawings and specifications prepared by Faridy Veisz
Fraytak, P.C., Architects/Planners,
Trenton, New Jersey.
Sealed bids will be received as follows:
Single Overall Contract C008 / C056 / C060 / C047
Bids for the above will be received by the
Board of Education of the Town of
Westfield, in the Business Offices, located
at 302 Elm Street, Westfield, Union County,
New Jersey 07090-3199 at 2:00 P.M. (Prevailing Time) on April 26, 2005, and will
be publicly opened and read immediately
thereafter.

CHILDCARE NEEDED

GARDEN POND SERVICES

Childcare needed- 5:30-7:30,
4-5 days/week. Must have
drivers license & car. Ref’s req.
(908) 789-1887.

Services incl: Pond Insp, Spring
Cleanup, Pump & Filter prep,
Fish & Plant Care. Ask for Paul.
(908) 619-0621

Recent Home Sales
WESTFIELD:
Marc Zydiak to Keith Habeeb, 935
Cleveland Avenue, $420,000.
Josephine Nanna to J. Thomas and
Sue Ann Butera, 516 Prospect Street,
$625,000.
D. Villane Construction to Bruno and
Kimberly Polito, 821 Grant Avenue,
$800,000.
Marja-Lou L. Swan to Paul A. and
Fracesca S. Moum, 214 Linden Avenue, $1,090,000.
Margaret Buontempo to Owen and
Nancy Carolan, 720 Kimball Avenue,
$645,000.
James J. Kelly and Alice C. Duthie to
Dorothy J. Doyle, 260 Walnut Street,
$385,000.
Jamie D. Lawson to Adel Dwider,
501 Cumberland Street, $315,000.
Brian P. and Patricia C. Kelly to
Christopher R. and Wendy Munson,
225 Hyslip Avenue, $479,900.
Jeffrey Gabriel to Dennis Wilcox,
610 Coolidge Street, $999,000.
Joseph F. Sinisi to Benny V. and Gina
Didario, 232 Windsor Avenue,
$200,000.
William R. and Amie Green to Aaaron
J. Keith and Donna L. Kenney, 39 Doris
Parkway, $499,900.
Messercola Bros. Building Co., Inc.
to William and Camillle Prip, 1113
Columbus Avenue, $830,000.
Chan Woo Sung and Yeojeong Beatrice
Sung to Domimick Rittenhouse, 1309
Central Avenue, $385,000.
Kenneth B. Metz to Matthew and
PUBLIC NOTICE

Melissa Cohen, 147 Harrow Road,
$889,000.
Marvin J. and Doris Rothman to
Stephen V. and Jennifer Sinocchi, 460
Otisco Drive, $560,000.
Karen J. Olden to Marc and Rachel
Nissim, 1520 Pine Grove Street,
$440,000.
Michael C. and Robin A. Ince to
Keith R. and Nicole A. Gagnon, 221
Maryland Street, $487,000.

Tax Forms Prepared
For Seniors, Disabled
SCOTCH PLAINS – Federal and
State Income Tax forms will be prepared free of charge for senior citizens,
disabled and low-income individuals at
several area locations through Friday,
April 15, by appointment.
This service will be done at the following sites:
Scotch Plains Public Library, 1927
Bartle Avenue, (908) 322-5007, extension no. 201.
St. Helen’s Parish Center, 1600
Rahway Avenue, Westfield, (908) 2321867.
Westfield Community Center, 558 West
Broad Street, Westfield, (908) 232-4759.
A New Jersey Tax Form must be filed
for a Homestead or Tenant Rebate, even
if a person has no taxable income. To
make an appointment, individuals are
asked to call the telephone number at the
location of their choice.
PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
Public Notice is hereby given that an ordinance of which the following is a copy was
introduced, read and passed on first reading by the Council of the Town of Westfield at
a meeting held March 29, 2005 and that the said Council will further consider the same
for final passage on the 19th day of April, 2005, at 8:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as said
matter can be reached, in the Council Chambers, Municipal Building, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey, at which time and place any person who may be interested
therein will be given an opportunity to be heard concerning said ordinance.
Claire J. Gray
Acting Town Clerk
SPECIAL ORDINANCE NO. 2106
AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE REPLACEMENT OF CURBING
AND CONSTRUCTION OF NEW CURBING, AND RECONSTRUCTION OF
ROADWAY ON VARIOUS STREETS AND THE APPROPRIATION OF
MONIES NECESSARY THEREFOR.
BE IT ORDAINED by Town of Westfield in the County of Union as follows:
SECTION I. That the following streets be improved in the following manner:
1. Tuttle Parkway (Block 2501 – Lots 1 through 14)
2. Terrace Place (Block 1303 – Lot 11, Lots 20 thru 26)
3. Forest Avenue (Block 805 – Lots 1 thru 5, Block 814 – Lots 8 thru 14)
4. North Euclid Avenue (Block 1112 – Lots 6 & 7, Block 1208 – Lots 1 & 18, Block
2404, Lot 1, Lots 35 thru 60, and Block 2403 – Lots 4 thru 7, Lots 14 thru 27)

A pre-bid meeting is scheduled for
April 14, 2005 at 11:00 a.m. at the Town
of Westfield, in the Business Offices. All
prospective bidders are encouraged to
attend.

Improvements:
a. Construct new granite block curb or replace the existing curbing with new granite
block curbing, as applicable.
b. Reconstruct roadway, where necessary.
c. Install storm drainage facilities, where necessary.
d. Repair sidewalks and driveways damaged as a result of the curbing installation
work.
e. All work necessary and incidental thereto.

If the bid exceeds $20,000.00 bidder
must be prequalified by the New Jersey
Department of the Treasury, Division of
Building and Construction, prior to the
date that bids are received. Any bid submitted under the terms of New Jersey
statutes not including a copy of a valid and
active Prequalification/Classification Certificate will be rejected as being nonresponsive to bid requirements.
N.J.S.A. 52:32-44 requires all local contracting agencies to collect state “business registration” certificates of vendors
with whom they do business. This new law
requires the submission of a registration
certificate at the time of bid. Failure to
supply this certificate will result in bid
rejection.
Drawings, Specifications and other Contract Documents for the proposed work
are on file in the office of Faridy Veisz
Fraytak, P.C., Architects/Planners, 1515
Lower Ferry Road, Trenton, New Jersey,
and may be inspected by prospective bidders during office hours. Drawings and
Specifications will be furnished upon payment to Faridy Veisz Fraytak, P.C. of Two
Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00) for each
set, with a limit of three (3) sets per bidder.
Additional sets may be purchased at the
Architect’s costs. Payments will be returned to bidders only upon prompt return of bid documents in good condition.
Bids must be made on the proposal
forms in the manner designated, enclosed
in a sealed envelope bearing the name
and address of bidder and proposal identification on outside, and must be accompanied by a Certified Check, Cashier’s
Check or Bid Bond drawn to the order of
the School District for not less than ten
percent (l0%) of the amount of the bid, but
in no case in excess of $20,000.00; and
must be delivered to the Secretary of the
School District, or a designated representative at the above place on or before the
hour named. The Board of Education and
Architect assume no responsibility for bids
mailed or misdirected in delivery.
No bid may be withdrawn for a period of
sixty (60) days after the date set for the
opening thereof.
The right is reserved to reject any or all
bids or to waive informality in the bidding if
it is in the interest of the School District to
do so.
Bidding shall be in conformance with the
applicable requirements of N.J.S.A.
18A:18A-1 et seq., pertaining to the “Public School Contracts Law.”
All bidders are placed on notice that they
are required to comply with all requirements of Affirmative Action Regulations,
P.L. 1975, Chapter 127 (NJAC 17:27).
BY ORDER OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION OF THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD,
UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY
Mr. Robert A. Berman
Business Administrator
Board Secretary
1 T - 3/31/05, The Leader
Fee: $86.70

SECTION II. That all the said improvements shall be made and completed under the
supervision of the Town Engineer and in accordance with preliminary plans and
specifications, which are now on file in the office of the Town Engineer and are hereby
made a part of this ordinance.
SECTION III. That one hundred (100%) percent of the final cost of the curb for Terrace
Place; sixty-six and two-thirds percent (66 2/3%) of the final cost for Block 1112, Lots 6
& 7, Block 1208, Lots 1 & 18, Block 2403, Lots 4 & 27, and Block 2404, Lot 35, which are
corner lots; and fifty percent (50%) of the final cost for the other lots on streets above as
certified by the Chief Financial Officer shall be assessed by the Tax Assessor on lands
specially benefited by the improvement.
SECTION IV. It is hereby determined and declared that the number of annual
installations in which the special assessment to be levied on account of the said
improvements may be paid is five (5).
SECTION V. It is hereby determined and declared that the estimated amount of
monies necessary to be raised from all sources for said purpose is $261,000.00 and that
the estimated amount of bonds or notes necessary to be issued for said purpose is
$46,000.00. There is hereby appropriated to said purpose the sum of $215,000.00 from
Capital Improvement Funds available for said purpose.
SECTION VI. To finance said purposes, bonds of said Town of an aggregate principal
amount not exceeding $46,000.00 are hereby authorized to be issued pursuant to the
Local Bond Law (as hereinafter defined). Said bonds shall bear interest at a rate per
annum as may be hereafter determined within the limitations prescribed by law. All
matters with respect to said bonds not determined by this ordinance shall be determined
by resolutions to be hereafter adopted.
SECTION VII. To finance such purpose there shall be issued pursuant to Chapter 2
of Title 40A of the New Jersey Statues, as amended (the “Local Bond Law”), in
anticipation of the issuance of bonds, Bond Anticipation Notes of said Town not to exceed
the aggregate principal amount the sum of $46,000.00. Said notes shall bear interest at
a rate per annum as may hereafter be determined within the limitations prescribed by said
law and may be renewed from time to time pursuant to, and within, the limitations
prescribed by said law. All matters with respect to said notes not determined by this
ordinance shall be determined by resolution of the Town to be hereafter adopted.
SECTION VIII. Not more than $1,000.00 of the sum to be raised by the issuance of said
notes may be used to finance such purpose, whether temporary or permanent, or to
finance legal expenses or to finance the cost of the issuance of such obligations as
provided in Section 20 of the Local Bond Law.
SECTION IX. It is hereby determined and declared that the period of usefulness of said
purpose for which said obligations are to be issued is a period of ten years (10) from the
date of said bonds.
SECTION X. It is hereby determined and declared that the Supplemental Debt
Statement required by law has been duly made and filed in the office of the Town Clerk
of said Town and that such statement so filed shows that the gross debt of the Town as
defined in Section 43 of the Local Bond Law is increased by this ordinance by $46,000.00,
and that the bonds authorized by this ordinance shall be within any debt limitations
prescribed by said law.
SECTION XI. Any funds received from the County of Union, the State of New Jersey
or any of their agencies or any funds received from the United States of America or any
of its agencies in aid of such purposes, shall be applied to the payment of the cost of such
purposes, or if bond anticipation notes have been issued, to the payment of the bond
anticipation notes, and the amount of bonds authorized for such purposes shall be
reduced accordingly.
SECTION XII. The Town intends to issue bonds or notes to finance the cost of the
improvements described in Section I of this bond ordinance. If the Town incurs such
costs prior to the issuance of the bonds or notes, the Town herby states its reasonable
expectation to reimburse itself for such expenditures with the proceeds of such bonds or
notes in the maximum principal amount of bonds or notes authorized by this bond
ordinance.
SECTION XIII. The full faith and credit of the Town are hereby pledge to the punctual
payment of the principal of the interest on the obligations authorized by this ordinance.
Said obligations shall be direct, unlimited and general obligations of the Town, and the
Town shall levy ad valorem taxes upon all the taxable real property within the Town for
the payment of the principal of and interest on such bonds and notes, without limitation
as to rate or amount.
SECTION XIV. The capital budget is hereby amended to conform with the provisions
of this ordinance to the extent of any inconsistency therewith and the resolutions
promulgated by the Local Finance Board showing full detail of the amended capital
budget and capital program as approved by the Director, Division of Local Government
Services, is on file with the Town Clerk and is available for public inspection.
SECTION XV. This ordinance shall take effect twenty (20) days after first publication
thereof after final passage.
1 T - 3/31/05, The Leader
Fee: $169.32
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WESTFIELD — The Parent
Teacher Organization of McKinley
Elementary School in Westfield presented its annual musical, The
McKinley Kapers on March 3 and 4.
The 180-member cast, which included third, fourth and fifth graders,
faculty and staff, parents and even
grandparents, performed to packed
audiences.
The show, which consists of livesung parodied songs accompanied by a
live band and clever skits, was entitled
Sesquipedality: A Play on Words. A
“wordy” theme was chosen to compliment the school’s year theme, “Supersize Your Vocabulary with McKinley
McWords.”
Songs used in the show had reading,
vocabulary, spelling and alphabet
themes including “Alphabet Soup” by
Tom Chapin sung by the fourth grade

Get Outta
The House
By CAROL F. DAVIS

boys, “Supercalifragilistic” from Mary
Poppins sung by the fifth grade girls
and “Great Big Words” another Tom
Chapin song sung by the entire cast.
Other highlights of the show included the “Blues Moms” rendition of
“Respect” and the “Daddy-Ohs” western song parodies.
The finale was a parody of the Broadway musical theme song to Hair. The
entire cast donned blue wigs, hats and
bandanas including McKinley Principal Claudia Andreski, who sported a
very high beehive wig of blue hair.
She has vowed to dye her own hair
blue if McKinely students read 10,000
books by the year’s end. The students
are only 2,000 books away from that
goal.
Over 110 students were involved in
the show and close to 50 parents and
grandparents, not including the 30 or
so parent volunteers that helped out
behind the scenes, as well as McKinley
alumni.
To prepare for the production, students and faculty rehearse during their
lunch periods starting in December
and continue to work with head producer, parent, and faculty member Julie
Fetter; parent and second producer Joe
Penczak, and alumni parent and musical director Sara Hedgepeth. The parents and grandparents also meet many
evenings beginning in January to get
their numbers show-ready.

AWARD-WINNING WESTFIELDER...Philip Kim included the two paintings,
pictured, above, in the portfolio he submitted to the Scholastic Book Company’s Art
& Writing Awards competition. He is a senior at Westfield High School.
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CL
ARK – Diversity Art Gallery in
CLARK
Clark will hold its 14th exhibition
from Sunday, April 10, to Sunday,
June 12, with the spring focus on
flowers.
“Flowers for Hours” will include
various themes, styles and types of
art by award-winning artists Burton
Longenbach of Clark (oils), Fanwood
residents Gi Wan Song (oils) and
Paula Pearl (quilts), Cynthia Dawley
(oils) of Cranford, Lisa Rejowski
(Jackson) of Jackson, Nancy Ori
(photography) of Berkeley Heights

Concepts & Thought

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Whatever side of the political arena
you are on, it might lift those still
feels like winter blahs to get to New
Brunswick
tate Theatr
unswick’’s SState
Theatree to experience the humor, satire, and sharp
ranken
insights of Al F
Franken
ranken. He will be
there for one night only, on Friday,
April 1, at 8 p.m., with his usual
lecture and Q&A format. Warm up
by listening to his radio show on Air
America. Tickets range from $25 to
$75. For information log onto http:/
/www.statetheatrenj.org/index.cfm
or call (732) 246-7469.
*******
On Thursday, March 31, Friday, April 1, and Friday, April 8,
see The Eagles at their Far
areewell 1
tour. This is their first area appearance in 8 years, and it’s said to be a
joyous ride through timeless pop
and rock, retold with sincerity and
a genuine sense of celebration.
Surely, you’ve missed them, especially if you haven’t listened since
the 70s. The shows, at the Continental Airlines Arena at The Meadowlands start at 8 p.m. Tickets
start at $25, and you’ll also pay for
parking. Call (201) 507-8900 for
more information or log onto http:/
/www.meadowlands.com.
*******
t: A LecAs part of Collecting Ar
Art:
tur
eries
turee SSeries
eries, the Hunterdon Museum of Art will feature Gary Snyder
(of New York’s Gary Snyder Fine
Art) on Thursday, March 31, at 7:30
p.m. His topic will be “Collecting
Ahead of the Trend: Looking at
American Modernism.” Admission
is $12. The museum is located at 7
Lower Center Street in Clinton. For
information, please call (908) 7358415 or log onto http://
www.hunterdonartmuseum.org/
events.cfm.
*******
Based on the 1938 novella about
a friendship between two German
ess U
nkno
wn
émigrés, A ddr
ddress
Unkno
nknown
chronicles the lives of these men
after the Nazis ascend to power.
Ideological differences lead to bitterness and betrayal in this thriller
tr
eet P
layhouse in
treet
Playhouse
at the George SStr
New Brunswick. This limited engagement will only be there through
Sunday, April 10. Tickets cost $28
to $56, and are available at http://
www.georgestplayhouse.org/ or
(732) 246-7717.
*******
On Saturday, April 2, from 2 to
4 p.m., author Robert Amoroso
tor
will be in The Town Book SStor
toree
of Westfield to promote his novel,
“J
ourney
.” It’s the fantastic story
“Journey
ourney.”
of Bob Amato, a man who faces
some strange situations, has to
make difficult choices, and whose
very survival is hanging on a choices
and ultimately a paradox that only
he can solve. Want more? Call them
at (908) 233-3535 and reserve your
copy if you are unable to attend.

BURTON’S BLOSSOMS…Burton
Longenbach of Clark, a member of the
Westfield Art Association, will exhibit
his artwork in the Diversity Art Gallery’s
“Flowers for Hours” exhibition.

and Jan Bogdanski (photography) of
Colonia.
A reception for the artists and guests
will be held on April 10 from 1 to 4
p.m. at the gallery, which is located in
the Union County Baptist Church, 4
Valley Road, Clark.
For more information, please call (732)
574-1479 or visit www.diversityart.com.

Seton Hall Prep Tells
Honor Roll Students
MUSICALLY INCLINED…Pianist and Wilson Elementary School fourth grader
Henry Resnikoff performed for the students at Westfield Cooperative Nursery
School. An alumnus of the school, he played some of their favorites and classical
songs, and enlightened the pupils on the mechanism of the piano and how the notes
are produced. Henry was invited back as part of the school’s Sharing Talents
Program. Westfield Cooperative Nursery School is located in the First Congregational Church, 125 Elmer Street. For more information, please call (908) 233-4501.

Intermediate Teacher Award
Nominations Due April 11
WESTFIELD — The Optimist Club
of Westfield has announced that the
deadline for receipt of nominations for
the eighth annual Intermediate School
Outstanding Teacher Award is Monday, April 11.
Two intermediate school teachers —
one from Edison and one from
Roosevelt Intermediate Schools — will
be chosen to receive the award on May
11.
Nominations should specify ways in
which the teacher has demonstrated
outstanding teaching, interest in children and continued pursuit of professional growth.
The nominee must be a full-time
teacher in the Westfield Public Schools
in grades 6 to 8 for a minimum of five
years.
Students, parents and staff are encouraged to submit nomination letters
to: Outstanding Teacher Award Committee of the Optimist Club of Westfield,
David Owens, 700 Saint Marks Avenue, Westfield, 07090.
According to Dr. William Foley, Superintendent of Schools, “The Outstanding Teacher Award gives deserving
credit to our intermediate school teachers who are dedicated to providing an
educationally stimulating and supporting environment during the critical stage
of adolescence.”
The recipients of the first Outstanding Teacher Award in 1998 were retiring Social Studies teacher, Frank Nolde,
of Roosevelt Intermediate School and
Robert Sanders, who was Special Education teacher at Edison Intermediate
School and is now serving as the school’s
interim assistant principal.
The 1999 award winners were Walter
Buda, who was a Social Studies teacher/
supervisor at Edison and Roosevelt;
and Lynne Gerber, Spanish teacher at
Roosevelt Intermediate School.
The winners in 2000 were Thomas

Reynolds, now retired from Industrial
Arts/Technology at Roosevelt and
David Shapiro, Instrumental Music
teacher at Edison. Wendy Masteller,
Science teacher at Roosevelt, and Nancy
Rygiel, who was a Mathematics teacher
at Edison, received the distinguished
award in 2001.
Recipients in 2002 were Jack Martin, Language Arts teacher at Roosevelt
(and currently at Edison as well), and
Gloria White-James, Guidance Counselor at Edison. Karen Lust, Social
Studies teacher at Roosevelt, and Robert Hild, who teachers Language Arts at
Edison, received the award in 2003.
Last year, the winners were Janice
Sheridan, Media Specialist at Edison
and Linda Vail, who recently retired
from her position as Physical Education teacher at Roosevelt.
The Optimist award joins other annual recognitions designated for
Westfield teachers, including the Rotary Club’s Philhower Fellowship presented to an elementary teacher and the
following awards created for Westfield
High School staff: The Robert and Linda
Foose Memorial Award for Excellence
in Education, the Distinguished Teacher
Award and the Westfield High School
Parent-Teacher Council Organization
Teacher of the Year Award.

AREA – Seton Hall Preparatory
School in West Orange has announced
that Scotch Plains students Brendan
Kirby, Matthew Anderson, JuanAnton Velarde and Mark Zabel have
been named to the school’s honor roll
for the second trimester.
Brendan and Matthew received first
honors, while Juan-Anton and Mark
earned second honors.

Cornelius Banta Earns
Honor Roll Distinction

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
3 POPCORNS

There are those who would contend that
The Upside of Anger, a poignant drama/
comedy by writer-director Mike Binder, is
a lesser version of James Brooks’ Terms of
Endearment. While the comparison is understandable, the conclusion is faulty.
Whether you like this stomach-churning,
life-celebrating family drama or not, it
stands nicely on its own.
Beware those too quick to say nay and
thus perhaps keep you from seeing the best
mainstream film this year. The argument is
ludicrous and specious.
It’s like saying the Jaguar 2-seater is a
cheap imitation of an Aston Martin. Sheesh!
Granted, both belong to the phylum, Automobile; the class, Sports Car and the
order, British. But that’s where most similarities end, wouldn’t you say? In other
words, simply because you thoroughly enjoyed your sojourn through the Italian Alps
in your Aston Martin DB9 shouldn’t preclude an almost as cheery time along the
French Riviera in your Jaguar XK-8.
I mean, if you’re going to be specious, be
specious. Why be a piker and merely compare The Upside of Anger to Terms of
Endearment? Go for broke. Take me. I’m
comparing it to Little Women.
That’s right. The saga about how angry
the mother (Joan Allen) of four girls gets
when it’s rumored her husband has absconded with his secretary is an update.
Times have changed. And it’s precisely how
we’ve become inured to these changes that
forms the shocking central core of Binder’s
contemporary drawing room comedy.
Nicely written, observant of all the classical undertones and shading despite its
cutting edge zeal to abash, there remains a
tacit given throughout the doings. Despite
all the bad behavior taking place at the
Wolfmeyers’ suburban Detroit manse, the
idea of family isn’t trashed. Just as in Little
Women, it’s still the number one value, the
thing you don’t want to lose no matter what
happens.
Only the rules have changed. And they
take some getting used to.
But it’s going to take Terry Wolfmeyer,
the matriarch of this woeful mess, a little
while to understand the game, let alone the
rules. You see, she has a handicap. She’s in
a bit of a cloud since hubby’s disappearance.
Short of the out and out sociopathic monsters who too often populate our screens in
those nasty, exploitative little dramas, Joan
Allen’s Terry is the most livid, unapologetic
woman scorned in recent film history.
But don’t worry … she’s not going to kill
anyone. True, she can be frightening. But
she’s just mad, not crazy. And that’s refreshing.
Of course it doesn’t help Terry’s plight
that she is continually drunk since being
abandoned. And just to make things more
interesting, she has attracted a cohort in
inebriation, a drinking buddy in the persona of one time baseball great Denny
Davies. They are on a constant buzz.
Skillfully portrayed by Kevin Costner, the
former phenom now plies his wit as a radio
talk show host. But there’s a curious wrinkle
therein. Baseball was great. He has a disheveled house full of baseballs and bats he signs
for extra cash. Yet to the chagrin of his
producers, he won’t discuss it on the air.
That’s his mishigosh.
The thing is, just like the biddies in Mr.
Deeds Goes to Town, we all believe anyone
who doesn’t see things our way is a bit
pixilated. Which explains Mrs. Wolfmeyer’s
consternation as regards daughter Andy’s
(Erika Christensen) decision to pursue a
career in media instead of going to college.
The same goes for how she feels about
daughter Emily’s (Keri Russell) singleminded focus on a dance career. Soon, she’ll
also have issues with the college girl, Hadley
(Alicia Witt). And if time allows, she’ll get
around to being displeased with “Popeye”
(Evan Rachel Wood), the youngest and

sometimes narrator of the tale.
Humorously understanding that we are
forever amazed and at odds over our differences, The Upside of Anger dives headlong
into the phenomenon. Consisting of a
series of character studies tossed into a
cauldron of life’s challenges and allowed to
interact, the film is sensitive and intelligent
despite its often impenitent findings.
Yep … there’s a shock emanating here
and there from Mom’s little girls. We don’t
know if this was all in motion before Dad’s
mysterious disappearance. But think about
it in your own case. Oftentimes such a crisis
is to the nature of our inner beings what the
spring rains are to daffodils. Only here,
we’re not exactly sure what’s going to pop
up next.
Fully comprising the subtext, among the
most distasteful of the Wolfmeyer girls’
forays into self-determination is Andy’s
decision to date Shep Goodman. Played by
Binder, he is Denny’s producer, a noted
seducer of impressionable young ladies, a
full-fledged slime and twice her age. Naturally this doesn’t go well with Terry who,
through no stretch of the imagination,
could easily be starchy Beth Jarrett’s (Mary
Tyler Moore in Ordinary People) niece.
The sparks fly. And that’s one of the main
attractions … watching Terry do drama’s
longest slow burn. It’s a bit much at times.
As if in a staring contest, we want to look
away, perhaps chuckle in embarrassment.
But when we look back up it’s still there,
that gaze.
This is energy, Einstein’s theory applied
to human emotions, acted out by a soul
who sees no other way to contend with an
obviously all-consuming rage. Even drunk,
she is on guard.
It remains to be seen if she’ll allow us
behind the curtain of her defense mechanisms. And that’s where Denny comes in,
the proverbial fool who rushes in where we
wise men might fear to tread. He likes Terry
and comes to be a caring if always drunk
uncle to the girls.
Part court jester, part Odysseus, the scalawag will do our bidding. Giving us a little
glance into his former life on the diamond,
we get the idea he probably stayed cool
when the going got tough. Now we’ve only
to see if anything comes of it. There’s a big
surprise in store.
As the traditional resolution to this cinematic concoction would have it, by movie’s
end we’d not only find out if everyone lives
happily ever after, but what makes them
tick as well. But director-writer Binder
doesn’t quite take that path. The operative
term is not quite.
Binder earns the designation auteur via
this effort, by far his best in a career that has
seen some cult and financial success over
the last decade or so, but for the most part
no plaudits like The Upside of Anger will
earn. For at least this moment, he has
happened on a formula.
Indeed, the threads of other films peek
out at the edges. But we are reminded of
Mark Twain’s opinion on the matter. The
sage noted that stealing from one writer
amounted to plagiarism, but that purloining material from a whole bunch of scribes
was merely research. And putting it politely, filmmaker Binder has seen a few
films.
Nevertheless, among other things, this is
a movie about tolerance. And in that spirit,
the suggestion here is to put things in
perspective. There is a premium in entertainment to be had. Namely, the whimsical, albeit tarnished silver lining the director attaches to his very powerful storm
clouds. Okay, so he cheats a little. But bear
a grudge and you’ll miss out on The Upside
of Anger.
*******
The U
pside of Anger
Upside
Anger, rated R, is a New
Line Cinema release directed by Mike
Binder and stars Joan Allen, Kevin Costner
and Erika Christensen. Running time: 118
minutes.

WESTFIELD – Cornelius
Fitzpatrick Banta, an 11th grader at
Mercersburg Academy
in
Mercersburg, Pa., received High
Honors at the school for the winter
term. He is the son of Mr. and Mrs.
Cornelius Banta of Westfield.

Freundlich, Lu Receive
Dean’s List Recognition
AREA – Robert Freundlich of
Westfield and Rui Lu of Fanwood
have been named to the dean’s list for
the fall 2004 semester at The Johns
Hopkins University in Baltimore, Md.
Robert is the son of Dr. R. & Dr. N.
Freundlich of Westfield. He attended
Westfield High School.
Rui is the daughter of S. Lu and
also attended Westfield High School.

Coming Soon in A&E:
• The Westfield Art Association’s
Art ‘05 exhibition is reviewed by
Michelle Le Poidevin;
• Marylou Morano speaks with
author Marlene Browne;
• Scrapbooking experience detailed by Linda Condrillo.

AREA ACTORS…The Cranford Repertory Theatre’s production of How to Eat
Like A Child and other lessons in Not being a grownup will include young actors
from Westfield and Scotch Plains. Pictured, left, Christopher Morrissey and Isabelle
Smelkinson of Westfield prepare for the production. At right, Scotch Plains and
Fanwood students Nicholas Poulios, Olivia Whitehouse, Amanda Curcie, Vangelis
Dimopoulos, Victoria McNally and Peter Surace, are also cast members. The show
will open on Friday, April 8, at 7:30 p.m. at Orange Avenue School in Cranford. For
more show dates and details, please call (908) 789-0587.

Where Imagination Leads to Discovery

For Kids

GALA ATTENDEES…Westfield residents Jacqueline Brevard Thiam and Laye
Thiam chat with Pamela Hirsch of Basking Ridge and Karen Henry of Randolph
during The Shakespeare Theatre of New Jersey’s 2005 gala fundraiser, “Brush Up
Your Shakespeare XI.” Ms. Brevard and Ms. Hirsch are trustees. The event, which
raised over $280,000 to support the theatre’s artistic and education programs, was
held on March 5 at the Park Avenue Club in Florham Park.

WESTFIELD – Westfield
lastic Art & Writing Awards.
High School senior Philip
Hundreds of students apKim has won Scholastic Book
plied for the award, however,
Company’s Gold Portfolio
only five are selected. In the
Award, which entitles him to
past four years, no one from
receive a $10,000 scholarNew Jersey has garnered the
ship.
Gold Portfolio Award. In adPhilip submitted a portfodition, Philip’s accomplishlio of 10 pieces of artwork
ment marks the first time any(five are part of a series) to the Philip Kim
one from Westfield has received
competition, which is part of the Scho- this distinction.

The U
pside of Anger:
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A fun filled interactive art workshop experience
SPRING & SUMMER SESSIONS NOW FORMING
For Children, Teens & Adults . . . All Levels Welcome

(908) 654-5663
500 North Avenue East, Westfield
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SCO
T CH PL
AINS — Scotch
SCOT
PLAINS
Plains resident Barbara Prestridge is a
renowned elementary school art
teacher, who teaches Kindergarten
through fourth grade at Evergreen and
McGinn Elementary Schools in Scotch
Plains.
The recipient of several prestigious
awards, including the Joan Vagelos
Curry award for excellence in teaching
for the Scotch Plains-Fanwood public
school district, Ms. Prestridges’ experience as an artist and teacher is unparalleled.
The Fulbright Memorial Fund Scholarship chose Ms. Prestridge to participate in their highly regarded Teacher
Study Program and the artist traveled
to Japan to study with an exclusive
group of American teachers. A mere
200 teachers nationwide, only four per
state, are hand-picked for this program.
The experience was “incredible” and
Ms. Prestridge continues to expand on
her work as an artist and respected teacher.

“Reflection,” 14” x 20” watercolor by
Barbara Prestridge.

“Autumn Walk,” 24” x 18” watercolor
by Barbara Prestridge.

She received a degree in
printmaking and painting from
Cornell University and later earned
her Masters in Art Education from
Syracuse University. She taught art
in Louisiana prior coming back to
her roots in Scotch Plains, where she
was born and raised.
A wife and mother of two children,
Ms. Prestridge is active in the local arts
community. Passionate about portraiture, her personal artwork has been
featured at the Swain Gallery in
Plainfield and her paintings of chil-

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“Up to Explore,” 18” x 24” watercolor
by Barbara Prestridge.

“Hard Day’s Work,” 15” x 19 1/2” watercolor by Barbara Prestridge.

dren in watercolor are very popular.
one particular place and singing or
An “artist who teaches,” Ms. speaking a line at a specific time is just
Prestridge hopes to share her love for as important as taking an art idea and
portraiture, watercolor and
running with it.
the study of light with her
“It’s a different process,
young students. In the art
but it’s wonderful,” Ms.
room at school, she encourPrestridge said.
ages students to embrace
Her young musical stutheir mistakes.
dents build their own sets
“Accidents”, she said,
and make their own costeach a valuable lesson.
tumes, learning every as“If students learn to use
pect of mounting a prothe accidents in their artduction. She loves her muwork, an important life
sical workshops, stating that
lesson is learned,” Ms.
the experience for the stuB arbara PPrrestridge dents helps them to achieve
Prestridge told The
Westfield Leader and The
confidence and self-disciScotch Plains-Fanwood Times . pline, as well as learning respectful
“Much of life is in our control, but team effort.
much is not, as well. We must learn
Just this past Tuesday, Evergreen Elto trust and gracefully accept this ementary presented Goin’ Buggy, a
mixture.”
children’s musical that Ms. Prestridge
In addition to her duties as an art directed. Two more productions are
and visual arts teacher, Ms. Prestridge planned for late spring.
also oversees a musical theater workAs a professional artist herself, she
shop at Evergreen Elementary, direct- said that portraiture gave her a whole
ing and choreographing student pro- new passion and direction. She sees
ductions several times a year.
the portraits of her family as the por“It’s interesting,” she told The Leader/ traits of a generation, featuring faTimes. “As an art teacher, I am always thers backpacking with babies and
encouraging students to think outside similar scenarios that speak to an enof the box. But in musical theater, the tire age group.
approach is entirely different. Yes, I
While very busy with her art and
continue to help students explore their musical theater teaching, Ms. Prestridge
creativity, but they also have to learn does work on commission.
another discipline.”
To reach the artist, you may e-mail
Students must learn that standing in her at Bprestridge@spfk12.org.
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wcase Theater
By WSW SSho
how
WESTFIELD – Students entering
grades 9 to 12 in September are invited
to audition on Saturdays, April 2, 16 or
23 for the Westfield Summer
Workshop’s (WSW) Showcase
Theater’s July production, Into the
Woods.
Auditions will be held at the New
Jersey Workshop for the Arts, 150-152
East Broad Street in Westfield. To schedule an audition slot, please call (908)

Musical Club Will P
er
form
Per
erform
onata
Beetho
eethovven
en’’s Spring SSonata
WESTFIELD — The Musical Club
of Westfield will present its April program on Wednesday, April 13, at 1
p.m. at the First Baptist Church, 170
Elm Street in Westfield.
Violinist Momoko Matsumura will
perform Beethoven’s Spring Sonata for
Violin and Piano, Op. 24, No. 5. Pianist Rebecca Eng will accompany her.
Flutist Jenny Cline, cellist Peg
Tristram, and pianist Mary Beth McFall
will present Sonate en Concert pour
flûte, piano et violoncelle. French and
structured like a Baroque suite, but
flavored with 20th century harmonies,
this piece features movements entitled
“Prélude,” “Rigaudon,” “Aria,” “Intermezzo,” “Aria,” “Sicilienne,” and
“Gigue.”
Suzanne Beeny-Jones, soprano, will
perform four of Gustav Mahler’s “Songs
of the Wayfarer,” accompanied by Ms.
McFall.
Two songs by Antonín Dvorák, en-

Warhol-inspired homage to Marilyn MonWESTFIELD – Selected students roe.
enrolled in Westfield Public Schools
Chinese paper-cuthad their artwork showcased during a ting art continued at
National Youth Month by filling down- I to Eye, while Image
town merchants’ windows with the One-Hour Photo on
pupils’ masterpieces.
Elm Street presented
At Adlers Jewelers, flowers and fish four cutting-edge
came to life through Chinese paper- compositions by
cutting techniques demonstrated by graphic design and
second graders.
computer graphics
Creations in clay were
students.
joined by an inventive
Also on Elm
watercolor on fabStreet, KaBloom Allison Tiedrich, Art 4, acrylic still life.
ric by third grader
offered a charmYusef Dwider at
ing bouquet of acrylic landscapes theme for her mixed media piece.
Betty Gallagher
by eighth graders Allie Hoffman Truly clever!
Antiques on East
Towering trees – one in colored penand Audrey Peterson. A little furBroad Street.
ther down the street, Lancasters, cil and ink by Art 2 student Madeline
OveronLenox
Ltd. presented six students’ work Joyce and another in graphite by Art 3
Avenue, the winin ink/ink wash and ink with student Alan Tso – also beckoned spring
dows of Bitterinside Periwinkles’ windows.
marker.
sweet Designs
Using torn paper and markers,
Snapshots of Westfield and Nirboasted spectacular
vana, both on East Broad Street, kindergarteners depicted happy little
temperalandscapesby
shared a generous exhibition of color- snowmen at Roy Electric Lighting ComArt I students, such as
ful animal portraits by seventh graders. pany, while the merchant’s other windows
the ocean scene by JenNirvana filled some more of their win- presented first graders’ mixed media masniferBrotman.Usingpendows with eighth
cil, Caitlin Hewett degraders’ portraits intailed an inviting ascorporating crayon
sortment of sea- Kendra Simcox, grade 5, images of fruits and
tribal mask.
shells.
vegetables, like the
Brunner Optione by Alia Lundy.
cians displayed papiere mache masks by
At
Northside
fifth graders, as well as a fun and festive trio Trattoria on Prospect
of circus animals (panda, turtle and alliga- Street, rich colors flowed
tor), which were constructed by second and faded through abgraders using tempera. Fourth graders stract tempera compoimitated Picasso’s style when they created sitions created by Art I
their bright and stylish Picasso pins.
students. Almost diThe Central Avenue windows at rectly behind the resColdwell Banker stopped pedestrians in taurant, the Westfield
their tracks with paper-piecing and pa- Running Company exper-weaving designs by sixth graders, as hibited tribal masks and
well as abstract watercolors by seventh acrylic paintings by fifth Katherine Itz, Art I, tempera landscape.
graders. Bobby Steinfeld, a sixth grader, graders.
composed a cheerful rainbow scene with
Traveling down North Avenue,
a paper mosaic technique.
drivers could tell spring had sprung
Both The Gap and Gap Kids made by the three giant flower sculptures
passersby wish they could go inside displayed by Ortho Care on the corand take a seat on stools and chairs ner of Prospect Street. The windows
adorned by intermediate school stu- also included eighth graders’ mixed
dents like Maria Lomaka. The media compositions, each with a hand
Roosevelt Intermediate eight grader’s reaching inside the artwork. Charstool was patterned with an Andy lotte O’Leary played on a Cinderella
By MICHELLE HELEN Le POIDEVIN

titled “Here in the Wood” and “Set the
Fiddles Scraping” will also be performed
by the duo.
Pianist Edith Anderson will round
out the program with an eclectic selection of music. Featured will be
Debussy’s Claire de Lune, followed by
Menuet, Op. 14, No. 1, by Ignace
Paderewski, one of Poland’s world renowned pianists and composers.
Ms. Anderson will end her performance with a medley of tunes from
Broadway to Tin Pan Alley, arranged
by the performer.
The public is invited and refreshments will be served.
The Musical Club provides scholarships to assist college students who are
majoring in music and indicate financial need.
To become an active or associate
member of the club, please call the
membership chairperson at (908) 2322173.

789-9696.
Participants should be prepared to
sing, from memory, 32 measures of
both an up-tempo and a ballad from a
musical. Sheet music, in the proper key,
must be brought for the accompanist.
A tuition-based program, the
Showcase Theater will be directed
by Juan Pineda, veteran Broadway
actor, with musical direction by
Valerie Pineda. The classes will also
include instruction by guest artists
who have performed either on
Broadway or in regional and international theaters.
Professional actor Dan Macyek and
professional dancer Christopher
Johnson will be among the theater’s
special guest instructors.
Students accepted into the course
will receive advanced training in voice,
dance, acting and improvisation. Daily
dance classes will focus on routines
from Broadway productions. Music
preparation and set design are also part
of the agenda.
Classes will be held on Monday
and Tuesday, June 27 and 28, from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the NJWA Annex on 361 South Avenue, West in
Westfield, and from Wednesday, June
29, to Friday, July 22, from 11:30
a.m. to 3:15 p.m. at Roosevelt Intermediate School in Westfield.
Performances of Into the Woods will
be held during afternoons and evenings on Thursday and Friday, July 21
and 22 at Roosevelt School.
For more information, please visit
www.njworkshopforthearts.com.

New Wor
k, Edison IInv
nv
ents,
ork,
nvents
formed bbyy WSO
To be P
er
Per
erformed
WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Symphony Orchestra (WSO), led by
Music Director David Wroe, will
present the world premiere of Edison
Invents, a new work commissioned by
the orchestra with a grant from The
Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation on
Saturday, April 9, at the Union County
Arts Center, located at 1601 Irving
Street in Rahway.
A new composition by New Jersey
composer Robert Cohen for baritone
soloist and symphony orchestra, Edison
Invents combines theatrical and symphonic elements to dramatize events in
the life of Thomas Edison.
The libretto presents Edison as an old
man narrating the story of his early
years, which were characterized by his
successes and personal tragedy. The
music is tonal and melodic, with an
authentically American sound, drawing
on a range of popular and symphonic
styles to create a musical portrait.
Broadway baritone Ron Bohmer will
create the role of Edison. Mr. Bohmer
has appeared in the original Broadway
production of Les Miserables and in
the title role of The Scarlet Pimpernel,
among other roles.
An Upper Montclair resident, Mr.
Cohen co-authored the book and composed the score for the musical Suburb,
whose recent production at OffBroadway’s York Theatre Company
earned many award nominations. His
String Quartet No. 2 (A Day in the
Life) was performed this fall with the
Freespace Dance Company and New
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Jersey Music Society’s Ensemble America
while his choral setting of Hyam Plutzik’s
Sprig of Lilac was just released on CD by
St. Martin’s Chamber Choir.
The Foundation for Universal Sacred Music recently commissioned him
to compose a new work that will be
premiered at Merkin Hall. He has
served as resident composer for the
National Shakespeare Company, the
New Jersey Shakespeare Festival, and
the Manitoba Theater Center and his
musical God in Concert: One Night
Only received a workshop at the Second Stage in New York.
Mr. Garfein wrote lyrics and music
for a dance trilogy, Mythologies, and
the musical, Sueños. He wrote the libretto and directed Robert Aldridge’s
Elmer Gantry in workshop for Boston
Lyric Opera. His works have been performed by several quartets and symphonies. Currently, he is writing the
music and libretto for the operatic adaptation of Tom Stoppard’s Rosencrantz
& Guildenstern Are Dead.
Edison Invents was inspired by the
biography “Edison: Inventing the
Century” by New Jersey author and
scholar Neil Baldwin. The program
will also feature Beethoven’s Fourth
Symphony and the winners of the NJ
Music Teachers’ Association’s 2005
Concerto Competition.
Tickets for the concert are $25 to
$60 with discounts for students and
senior citizens. Concert tickets may be
purchased directly from the WSO at
(908) 232-9400 or the Union County
Arts Center at (732) 499-0441.

Alia Lundy, grade 8, crayon fruit/vegetable portrait.

terpieces, which included pompoms, wire,
cotton balls and paper plates.
Starbucks spotlighted some of the
best and the brightest, like Griffith
Kimmins thought-provoking independent study collage, and Katherine Itz’
tempera landscape, which brought to
mind an exquisite European trip.
The windows of The Town Book
Store were filled to the brim with
artwork by second, third, fourth and
fifth graders. Lions came roaring
through paper sculptures, like the one
constructed by third grader Katherine
Seery. Gargoyle reliefs from a lesson in
Gothic art were crafted by fourth graders, and conceptual artwork based on
a theme, “People In Glass Houses
Should Not Throw Stones” was presented by fifth graders.
And, wrapping up a short walk
around the downtown, The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times could not help but notice and
admire the phenomenal still life acrylic
paintings by Art 4 students Allison
Tiedrich and Ashley Current.
This year, National Youth Art Month
was certainly celebrated in grand style.
Fine Arts Supervisor Dr. Linda King,
all art teachers and students have a lot
to be proud of.
All photos by Michelle Helen Le Poidevin for
The Westfield Leader and The Times

LOCAL STARS

Union County Arts Center, Rahway

BEETHOVEN Symphony No. 4
COHEN Edison Invents (world premiere)
NJMTA Concerto Competition Winners

Conducted by

DAVID WROE

Stars of tomorrow play movements of concerto masterpieces

FREE PRE-CONCERT LECTURE BY ROBERT ALDRIDGE AT 7PM
(Robert Aldridge is the Music Alive Composer-in-Residence)
Call (908) 232-9400 for tickets or visit any of our ticket outlets:
WESTFIELD: Westfield Symphony office • Lancaster Ltd. • Town Book Store
RAHWAY: Union County Arts Center
CRANFORD: Martin Jewelers
SCOTCH PLAINS: Beautiful Things

WWW.WESTFIELDSYMPHONY.COM
Edison Invents sponsored by The Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation
Funding has been made possible in part through a grant by the New Jersey State Council on the Arts/Department of State, a partner agency of the National Endowment for the Arts.
The Residency of Robert Aldridge is made possible through Music Alive, a residency program of the American Symphony Orchestra League and Meet The Composer. This national program
is designed to provide orchestras with resources and tools to support their presentation of new music to the public and build support for new music within their institutions.
Funding for Music Alive is provided by The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation and The Aaron Copland Fund for Music.

PICTURE-PERFECT…Hope Weinstein, acclaimed regional theater actress, was chosen
from among five contestants to portray on film the legendary Aunt Betty Frazee. A
documentary is being made under the auspices of the Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club
to raise funds for the restoration of the historic 18th century Frazee House, which stands
on the site of the former Terry Lou Zoo property on the southside of Scotch Plains. Pictured,
above, Ms. Weinstein joins renowned portrait painter S. Allyn Schaeffer in his Fanwood
studio. Mr. Schaeffer is volunteering his talents to realize the image of Aunt Betty in oils.
The finished portrait will hand in the parlor of the restored Frazee House. Tax-deductible
donations may be sent to the Rotary Garbe Foundation, c/o Frazee House Project, P.O.
Box 426, Fanwood 07023. For more information, please call (908) 233-2162.

