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           Fred Rossi for The Times
FELLOWSHIP AND CELEBRATION…Parishioners gather outside the Scotch
Plains Baptist Church after Easter Sunday services.

          Brooks Crandall  for The Times
GET READY, GET SET, GO…Fanwood Councilwoman Donna Dolce tries her best to avoid being run over by the mad rush
of children looking for Easter eggs last Saturday at Forest Road Park. The borough sponsored the annual event, which also
included egg decorating, a jelly-bean guessing contest and a visit from the Easter Bunny.

           Fred Rossi for The Times
PLAY BALL…The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Youth Baseball Association, based at
Booth Field in Scotch Plains, will mark its 50th anniversary with a parade on
Opening Day, April 9.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Baseball League Will
Mark 50th Anniversary With Special Parade

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for  The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — During the
past 50 years, several tens of thou-
sands of kids from Scotch Plains and
Fanwood have probably played base-
ball under the auspices of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Youth Baseball As-
sociation, according to Joseph
Sebalao, the group’s president.

Nearly a thousand would-be Alex
Rodriguezes and Pedro Martinezes
will be taking the field next week as
the league kicks off its 50th anniver-
sary celebration with an opening day
parade from the Scotch Plains Mu-
nicipal Building to the league’s home
base at Booth Field.

“We’re teaching baseball and the
finer points of life,” Mr. Sebalao said
last week at a Township Council meet-
ing where he and several other league
officials were presented with a reso-
lution congratulating the group on its
anniversary.

Despite some indications that base-
ball might be losing its appeal among
youngsters, he insisted that its popu-
larity, at least locally, is growing.
Tom Paterson, a past-president,
agreed, telling The Times that “we’re
finding that more kids are signing
up.”

It’s expected that more than 900
players will play this year, assisted by
more than 270 adult managers and
coaches. Mr. Sebalao praised the
adults who assist, noting that many
have “seen their children take their
first and last swings years ago and
they’re still with us. That says a lot
about the town.”

The league was formed in 1955 as

the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Little
League by a group of local men —
Herb Booth, Irv Pines, Walt Zurfuhs
and Gene Di Cavalcante.

About 150 kids between 9 and 12
years old played in one division. Thirty
years later, the league expanded by
forming a new division that allowed
eight-year-olds to take part.

In 1987, the league merged with

the Babe Ruth League, in which 13 to
15-year-olds participate, and also
changed its name to the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Youth Baseball Association.
A further expansion in 1988 created a
tee ball division for seven-year-olds

and another in 1990 allowed six-year-
olds to play tee ball. The nine to 12-
year old division has also been split
into two separate divisions.

The six divisions each have be-
tween 100 and 175 players, with most
of the games being played at town-
ship and board of education fields.
The 11 and 12-year-olds play at Booth
Field, the league-owned facility on

Westfield Road between Valley Av-
enue and Route 22 where the April 9
opening day ceremonies will take
place.

The 50,000-square-foot property
was for years technically owned by

the state Department of Transporta-
tion as part of the highway’s right-of-
way. Three years ago —after the state
passed ownership to the county, which
then offered it to Scotch Plains — the
Township Council conveyed the title
to the property to the league, which
now privately maintains the field and
infrastructure via registration fees,
fundraisers and local sponsorships.

The opening day ceremonies on
April 9 will begin at 9 a.m. with a
parade commencing at the Munici-
pal Building on Park Avenue  and
ending at Booth Field. Michael
Michalisin, a former league presi-
dent and the longest active member,
will be the parade’s grand marshal.

Former managers, coaches and of-
ficers have been invited to take part in
the parade, which will also include
classic cars, the Somerset Patriots
minor league baseball team mascot
and music by the Shore Brass Band.
The parade will proceed from the
Municipal Building down Park Av-
enue to Grand Street to Union Av-
enue to Valley Avenue.

After ceremonial first pitches, ex-
pected to be thrown by Scotch Plains
Mayor Martin Marks and Fanwood
Mayor Colleen Mahr, the season’s
first game will be played at noon.

Tom Paterson said efforts were
made to contact all former managers
and coaches and added that anyone
who was unable to be contacted is
invited to attend. Commemorative
pins marking the league’s 50th anni-
versary have also been made and
further information is also available
on the league’s website at
www.spfyba.org.
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Area Taxpayers Will
Have to Foot Bill For

Sewerage Plant Upgrade

Fanwood Planning Board Postpones Hearing
On Plans for Bank, Day Care Center at CSH

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

AREA — Area towns who are
members of the Rahway Valley Sew-
erage Authority (RVSA) face steep
increases in their annual fees not only
this year but also in coming years as
the utility begins a $137 million court-
mandated upgrade of its facility in
Rahway.

With the cost of the project now 50
percent higher than first estimated
last summer, local property taxpay-
ers will find themselves footing the
big bill for years to come.

The project’s main objective is to
make various improvements to ter-
minate illegal discharges from the
Hazelwood Avenue facility into the
Rahway River.

Four years ago, RVSA entered a
settlement agreement that required
the utility to implement a compre-
hensive strategic plan whose main
objectives were to terminate wet
weather discharges and to eliminate
effluent discharge permit violations.

RVSA says the improvements will
result not only in its facility being
compliant with regulations but also
in a cleaner environment, increased
plant capacity and more reasonable
rates in future years. The project,
according to RVSA Executive Direc-
tor Richard Tokarski, has already
started and is expected to be com-
plete by mid-2008.

The project’s cost is $137 million,
and Mr. Tokarski told The Westfield

Leader that the sharp increase in the
price tag from a summer 2004 esti-
mate of $85 to $90 million was due to
several factors, including items not
foreseen such as allowances for con-
taminated soil disposal, a hefty in-
crease in steel and concrete prices in
the latter part of last year and an
underestimation of anticipated labor
costs.

When the late 2004 bids for the
project came in substantially higher
than originally anticipated, Joan
Papen, an RVSA Commissioner from
Scotch Plains said “we were really
surprised at that.”

As a result of the substantially
higher cost of the project, the 11
member towns will pay much higher
fees this year and over the coming
several years. The towns will pay
about $13 million in fees in 2005
versus the $11.25 million first pro-
jected last summer.

Westfield will pay an assessment
of $1.65 million this year, an increase
of $248,000 from 2004; Scotch Plains
will pay $770,491, an increase of
about $80,000; Garwood will pay
$568,000, an $180,000 increase; and
Mountainside will pay $447,055.

By 2010, these levels will more
than double, with Westfield’s annual
fee projected to top $3.7 million;
Scotch Plains at $1.74 million;
Garwood at nearly $1.3 million; and
Mountainside at just over $1 million.
Similar percentage increases are slated

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

FANWOOD — An application
being heard by the Fanwood Plan-
ning and Zoning Board of Adjust-
ments on March 23 was postponed
after several members had to recuse
themselves, leaving the board short
of a quorum.

Board member Bruce Walsh re-
cused himself because he is a neigh-
bor of the property and desired to
come before the board as a resident,
objecting to the application. The ap-
plication before the board was made
by Fanwood Plaza Partners, located
at 15 Old South Avenue, which is
owned, in part, by attorney Robert
Kraus of Scotch Plains.

Stating that their close associations
with Mr. Kraus, who represents them
in other legal matters, posed a con-
flict of interest, several other board
members recused themselves from
the hearing as well. This left the board
with only four members, which was
less than the required five needed to
vote on this application. The board
decided to postpone the hearing until
other, absentee board members could
attend the hearing.

Fanwood Plaza Partners is seeking
a bifurcated use variance. The first
part of the application is to purchase
and develop a wooded lot off of Old

South Avenue as a parking lot.
Mr. Kraus told the board that this

parking lot was necessary to elimi-
nate the need for employees of
Children’s Specialized Hospital, who
work in an administrative building on
Old South Avenue, to cross South
Avenue to the main parking lot. Mr.
Kraus stated that it was a safety issue.

If this application is approved, the
applicant, along with his partner, in-
tend to purchase the parking lot across
the street, in back of Children’s Spe-
cialized Hospital, to develop com-
mercially with a bank and a day care
center.

The second application depends on
approval of the first, which would
provide parking for the administra-
tive building.

Mr. Walsh, who lives on Old South
Avenue, told The Times that a parking
lot abutting his backyard would con-
siderably reduce the quality of life
and privacy which he and his neigh-
bors now enjoy and would devalue
his home. He intends to present a
professional planner to testify before
the board at a subsequent meeting on
his behalf.

Board Chairman Gregory
Cummings asked Mr. Kraus why now,
after so many years, he and his part-
ner were suddenly concerned with
the safety of the hospital’s employees

who have been crossing South Av-
enue to park their cars for many years.

Mr. Kraus explained that this has
always been a safety issue, and that
other solutions were attempted in the
past to make crossing South Avenue
safer for the employees.

According to Mr. Kraus, he will
also present a professional planner
and a traffic expert at a subsequent
meeting.

A second application requesting
several variances and easement relief
will also be continued to the board’s
next meeting. Richard Trigo, who
owns the property at 25 Elm Street,
submitted an application proposing
to knock down a garage at this ad-
dress and build a Cape Cod house.

The property is located behind a
house that fronts onto Martine Av-
enue. The Martine Avenue house has
a driveway that extends from Elm
Street to the back of that house, which
would run parallel to the new drive-
way of the proposed house, creating
the necessity of easement relief. The
proposed home would also exceed
maximum coverage for a lot of this
size, requiring a side-yard variance

and bulk variance.
Board members stated to the appli-

cant that they were reluctant to grant
these variances, citing the need to
avoid “McMansionitis,” the inappro-
priate development of a house too
large for the lot or the neighborhood.

Construction supervisor Bill
Wilkins displayed photos of the pro-
posed house to the board, stating that

Spring Ahead!Spring Ahead!Spring Ahead!Spring Ahead!Spring Ahead!
Daylight Savings Time Ends

Sunday, April 3, 12 a.m.

Matt Marino for The Times
THANK YOU…Scotch Plains-Fanwood BOE
member Susan Dyckman poses with a special reso-
lution she received from her fellow board mem-
bers.  Mrs. Dyckman attended her final meeting as
a member of the BOE this past Tuesday evening.
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BOE Passes $67 Mil. Budget,
$58.7 Mil. School Tax Levy

By MATT MARINO
Specially Written for The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
passed the proposed 2005-2006 bud-
get of $67,084,688 at their meeting
held on Tuesday evening. The total
proposed tax levy is $58,662,794.

The school tax levy, which antici-
pates an increase of approximately
4.5 percent or $3.3 million, must now
be approved by voters during the
school election on Tuesday, April 19.

In presenting an overview of the
budget, board member Betty Anne
Woerner mentioned that 75 percent
of the budget is devoted to salaries
and benefits for teachers and staff
within the district.

She added that increases in special
education tuition are state-mandated,
and that the board must comply with
any such increases.

The total projected budget increase
for next year is approximately $2.9

million. Pending voter ap-
proval, the tax levy share for
Scotch Plains will be 78.10
percent, with Fanwood’s
share being 21.89 percent.
Each Scotch Plains house-
hold will average $322, and
Fanwood residents will con-
tribute an average of $371
per household.

According to data provided
at the meeting, overall enroll-
ment has increased over the
past six years by more than
600 students, over half attend-
ing Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School (SPFHS). This
increase has resulted in the
addition of more teachers and
staff to maintain reasonable
class sizes.

There will be seven new
positions added next year,
including teachers at the el-
ementary, middle school and
special education levels. A
social studies supervisor is
also being hired, mainly be-
cause the social studies cur-
riculum is due to be reviewed.

SPFHS Principal Dr.
David Heisey has served as

temporary supervisor, however, the
nature of the curriculum review de-
mands a permanent supervisor, school
officials said.

As mentioned at previous meetings,
other budget aspects include new text-
books in the social studies, math and
language arts departments for various
grades. Also, the “Play Attention” Pro-
gram – a program designed to aid chil-
dren with attention deficit disorder
(ADD) and attention deficit hyperac-
tivity disorder (ADHD) – will continue
to be used throughout the district.

A new astronomy program will be
instituted within the district, with board
members approving the receipt of
$25,900 from the Space Telescope Sci-
ence Institute. Dr. Trish Camp, Super-
visor of Science, applied for the funds,
and the district was one of only 15
throughout the country to receive them.

Highlighting the various achieve-
ments district-wide, board member
Trip Whitehouse noted the success of


