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HAPPY RETURN…Captain Robert Seiler, Commander of Charlie Company of the
980th Engineer Battalion stationed in Al Taji, Iraq, returns to Fort Hood, Tex., to
reunite with his wife, Kelly, and two-year-old daughter, Jordan. Kelly is the daughter
of Barbara Bennett, executive secretary at the Westfield Board of Education.

               Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
HOPPIN’ GOOD TIME…The Easter Bunny pictured with Matthew and Olivia
Manning stopped by the Lions Club 70th Annual Easter Egg Hunt last Saturday.
The 500 children made a mad dash for the 1,200 Easter eggs in Mindowaskin Park.
Everyone received jelly beans after the hunt. Some of the eggs contained gift
certificates from local merchants.
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Adjustment Bd. Tables AT&T Cell
Tower Projects Pending More Info.

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The board of ad-
justment tabled two applications for
cell towers by Cellular Telephone
Company (AT&T Wireless) Thurs-
day night pending more information
by the applicant. No date has been set

for the next board hearing on the
application.

Cellular was seeking preliminary
and final major site plan approval and
land use variances for proposed cell
towers on South Avenue, as well as
the Wychwood Gardens site on East
Broad Street.

Cellular Telephone is seeking vari-
ances to install 12 communication
antennas on an existing rooftop struc-
ture located at 900 South Avenue,
West and install related equipment at
the base of the property. The appli-
cant is also proposing to erect an 85-
foot cellular telecommunication tower
at the Wychwood Gardens complex
located at 1400 East Broad Street,
although the front yard is located on
Springfield Avenue.

Cellular is seeking a variance on
the South Avenue project because
local ordinances require such towers
be mounted on buildings at least 45-
feet high. The proposed building
stands 40-feet high.

Judy Babinski, the lawyer repre-
senting Cellular Wireless, presented
the board with new renderings of the
proposed site on South Avenue. The
Architectural Review Board rejected
original designs on December 2, 2004,
because they “felt they were too large,”
Ms. Babinski told the board. “They
(the Architectural Review Board)
threw them (plans) out — they said
they were too much.”

The architect for the applicant, Glen
Chapman, changed the plans to in-
clude brick stelthing that would act
essentially as a wall. He also added a
decorative railing around the param-

eter at the base of the antenna. A false
chimney is being proposed to blend
the antenna into the surrounding
buildings. The chimney would rise
13 feet off the roof and 53 feet above
grade level.

The board questioned the accuracy
of the renderings feeling it was hard
to visualize what the final outcome
would look like. According to Mr.
Chapman, the views being presented
were taken from angles that “show
the most stelthing.”

When questioned by the board why
the renderings of different alterna-
tives were taken from different loca-
tions, Ms. Babinski stated, “The an-
tenna that are unstelthed are in the
same location as if they were
unstelthed. So by moving the stelthing
back, they need to be raised to avoid
being obstructed by itself.”

The board requested additional
photo simulations and tabled the ap-
plication until renderings that are
stelthed, unstelthed and simply
stelthed can be provided.

“We are carrying this to the next
meeting so that we can have a photo
simulation of the stelthing,” Board
Chairman William Heinbockel ex-
plained to audience members.

The second application discussed
was AT&T Wireless’ desire to erect an
85-foot flagpole (current land use or-
dinances allow a maximum height of
45-feet) at the Wychwood Gardens
site.

Ijay Sawant, an engineer represent-
ing AT&T Wireless, explained that
the majority of the trees in the area

Officials Say Budget Impacted
By Special Ed., Flat State Aid

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Increasing spe-
cial education costs, flat state aid
and a new law lowering the use of
surplus funds to offset property taxes
are factors impacting the Westfield
public schools’ proposed $77.2 mil-
lion budget for the 2005-2006 school
year, school officials revealed last
Thursday during an interview in the
offices of The Westfield Leader.

The result is a 5 percent hike in the
school tax levy, bringing it to
$66,025,201, which if approved by
voters, will increase local school taxes
by 18 cents per $100 of assessed

valuation, or $324 for a home as-
sessed at $180,000. The overall $77
million spending plan is up 4.85 per-
cent over last year.

“It (the tax levy) smaller than some
of the previous years but still a sig-
nificant hike,” Superintendent of
Schools Dr. William Foley said.

“The community has pretty much
overwhelmingly supported school
budgets,” continued Dr. Foley. “The
point is, how long can this go on?”

The last school budget to be defeated
was in 1994.

State aid for Westfield will be $4.6
million this year, which is 7 percent
of the total budget. Two years ago the

district received $4.9 million.
Last year, the board passed an ini-

tial budget with a 19-cent hike in
property taxes. Following the pass-
ing of state legislation, S-1701, the
district had to reduce the surplus it
kept on reserve. As a result, the dis-
trict had to apply another $720,000 in
its surplus to the revenue side of the
2004-2005 budge,t which reduced last
year’s tax levy increase to 15 cents
but lowered the district’s reserve, or
“rainy day fund,” for emergency ap-
propriations, officials explained.

Salaries and wages, including teach-
ers and administrators, total $6,462,183,
according to Business Secretary Rob-
ert Berman, accounting for 78.3 per-
cent of the budget. Of that amount,
instructional salaries total $35,303,337;
non-instructional, $7,364,202, and ad-
ministrative, $3,794,644.

Looking at this year’s budget, Board
Vice President Ginny Leiz said,
“Without question, every single
school board member is distressed
and concerned about the impact of
what our school budget is going to do

                            Patrick Connor  for The Westfield Leader
BUDGET DISCUSSION...Officials from the Westfield Board of Education discussed
the district’s budget at the offices of The Westfield Leader last Thursday. Pictured, left
to right, are: Board President Anne Riegel, Superintendent of Schools Dr. William
Foley, and Public Information Officer Lorre Korecky. Board Vice-President Ginny
Leiz also participated in the discussion.

Area Taxpayers Will Have to Foot Bill
For Cost of Sewerage Plant Upgrade

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA — Area towns who are
members of the Rahway Valley Sew-
erage Authority (RVSA) face steep

increases in their annual fees not
only this year but also in coming
years as the utility begins a $137
million court-mandated upgrade of
its facility in Rahway.

With the cost of the project now 50
percent higher than first estimated
last summer, local property taxpay-
ers will find themselves footing the
big bill for years to come.

The project’s main objective is to
make various improvements to ter-
minate illegal discharges from the
Hazelwood Avenue facility into the
Rahway River.

Four years ago, RVSA entered a
settlement agreement that required
the utility to implement a compre-
hensive strategic plan whose main
objectives were to terminate wet
weather discharges and to eliminate
effluent discharge permit violations.

RVSA says the improvements will
result not only in its facility being
compliant with regulations but also
in a cleaner environment, increased
plant capacity and more reasonable
rates in future years. The project,
according to RVSA Executive Direc-
tor Richard Tokarski, has already
started and is expected to be com-
plete by mid-2008.

The project’s cost is $137 million,
and Mr. Tokarski told The Westfield

Leader that the sharp increase in the
price tag from a summer 2004 esti-
mate of $85 to $90 million was due to
several factors, including items not
foreseen such as allowances for con-
taminated soil disposal, a hefty in-
crease in steel and concrete prices in
the latter part of last year and an under-
estimation of anticipated labor costs.

When the late 2004 bids for the
project came in substantially higher
than originally anticipated, Joan
Papen, an RVSA Commissioner from
Scotch Plains said “we were really
surprised at that.”

As a result of the substantially higher
cost of the project, the 11 member
towns will pay much higher fees this
year and over the coming several years.
The towns will pay about $13 million
in fees in 2005 versus. the $11.25
million first projected last summer.

Westfield will pay an assessment
of $1.65 million this year, an increase
of $248,000 from 2004; Scotch Plains
will pay $770,491, an increase of
about $80,000; Garwood will pay
$568,000, an $180,000 increase; and
Mountainside will pay $447,055.

By 2010, these levels will more
than double, with Westfield’s annual
fee projected to top $3.7 million;
Scotch Plains at $1.74 million;

Town Public Schools
Closed April 4 to 8
WESTFIELD – All nine

Westfield Public Schools will be
closed for students and teachers
for spring break from Monday,
April 4, to Friday, April 8.

Spring Ahead!Spring Ahead!Spring Ahead!Spring Ahead!Spring Ahead!
Daylight Savings Time Ends

Sunday, April 3, 12 a.m.

‘Not Guilty’
Pleas Entered
By Protesters

By DAVID GIALANELLA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Though they
have all entered not guilty pleas, ac-
cording to Westfield Municipal Court
Administrator Linda Chieffo, only one
of four people arrested during demon-
strations against President Bush on
March 4 was arraigned on March 23.

Thomas Silva, 40, of Paterson,
appeared at the municipal court and
entered a plea of not guilty for the
charge of disorderly conduct, or a
“petty disorderly persons offense.”

Several other arrests were made
during the President’s appearance at
the National Guard Armory in
Westfield to discuss his proposal to
privatize Social Security, including
Jonathan Spitz, 41, and Emily Colvin,
18, of Westfield, and Gabrielle Hanlon,
21, of New Brunswick.

Congressmen Robert Menendez
and Frank Pallone and others spoke
at a rally at Clark Street and Ferris
Place that morning, where the pro-
test began. The rally was organized
by New Jersey Citizen Action.

Protesters went on to neighbor-
hoods adjacent to the armory,  where
they were met by police barricades.
A total of nine were arrested, in-
cluding five juveniles.

During last week’s arraignment,
Municipal Court Judge Brenda Cuba
defined the charges at Mr. Silva’s
request. She explained that a disor-
derly conduct charge indicates “im-
proper behavior” for the “purpose to
cause public inconvenience or alarm.”

Mr.  Silva was informed that he must
apply for the public defender’s ser-
vices or submit an attorney’s letter of
representation by Saturday, April 30. A
trial date will then be scheduled.

If found guilty, Mr. Silva may be
sentenced to a $500 fine and/or 30
days in jail.

Mr. Spitz is scheduled for  a court
appearance on Thursday, May 5.

Council Adopts $32.3 Mil. Budget;
Municipal Taxes to $100 on Average

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Town Council adopted its 2005 mu-
nicipal budget of $32,369,504 and
accompanying $17,585,345 tax levy
on Tuesday evening. The spending
plan represents an increase of $2.2
million over 2004, with the tax levy
rising almost $1.1 million.

The tax levy was lowered from its
introduced amount last month fol-
lowing the receipt of a $140,000
homeland security grant from the
state. The grant helped lower the tax
increase from 6.1 to a little over 5
cents per $100 of assessed valuation.

The grant increased Westfield’s state
aid this year to $4,484,903.

Finance Policy Committee Chair-
man Peter Echausse said last year’s
municipal tax increase was $200 on a
home assessed at $180,000, and this
year’s is “a shade over $100.”

“No one likes to raise taxes,” said
Councilman Echausse, noting that there
are a number of issues that are out of the
control of local elected officials. These
include pension costs for police and
firemen, which are up $257,000; health
insurance benefits, which are increas-
ing $415,000, and the town’s fees to the
Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority,
which is jumping a quarter of a million
dollars this year (Please see related
story on this page.)

Salaries and wages, which total
$15,729,073, are increasing by
$821,701. Westfield has four collec-
tive bargaining units: Policemen’s Be-
nevolent Association, Firemen’s Mu-
tual Benevolent Association, Team-
sters (public works), and the Commu-
nications Workers of America.

Mayor Greg McDermott said Coun-
cilman Echausse “did an excellent
job” over the last few years in looking
at how current budgets will impact
the town in the future, especially as it
relates to capital projects.

The council introduced three capi-
tal ordinances Tuesday totaling $3.4
million. The largest of those ordi-
nances, which appropriates
$3,043,000, covers road improve-
ments for Highland Avenue, the in-

stallation of new sidewalks along
Scotch Plains Avenue between South
Avenue and West Broad Street; im-
provements to the municipal building
and public works complex, and re-
placement of roofs at the northside
train station, which is owned by the
town, and at the town library.

Improvements will be made to the
town’s two fire houses; communica-
tions and signal systems equipment
will be purchased for the police de-
partment, and more efficient lighting
will be purchased for the municipal
building and for traffic signals
throughout the town.

The second ordinance authorizes
the town to spend $261,000 for curb
replacement and/or new curbing for
Tuttle Parkway, Terrace Place, Forest
Avenue and North Euclid Avenue.
Some roadways will be reconstructed,
with storm drainage facilities installed
on other streets.

The third ordinance initiates the
town’s annual sidewalk replacement

BOE Passes $77.2 Mil.
Budget, $66 Mil. Levy

By ED COONEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Board of Education (BOE) unani-
mously approved a final budget of
$77,180,278 for the 2005-2006 school
year at its meeting Tuesday night.

The total approved program bud-
get for the year is $75,237,450. The
$77 million figure is arrived at with
the addition of federal funds. The
BOE approved a tax levy of
$66,025,201 to fund the 2005-2006
budget.

This is the sum Westfield residents
will vote during the annual school
election on Tuesday, April 19.

The tax levy will rise 18 cents on
every $100 of assessed home value,
to $3.69. Based on the average as-
sessed home value of $180,000, the
tax increase is estimated to be $324
per household, according to a presen-
tation given by BOE Secretary Rob-
ert Berman.

Major additions to the budget in-
clude expenditures in the areas of
personnel and technology develop-
ment, and one capital project.

The district will add another guid-
ance counselor at Westfield High
School (WHS); a teacher for the newly
instated autistic class; two aides for
the same class; two junior varsity
tennis coaches; an advisor for the
forensics team, and an advisor for a
second jazz band at WHS.

Additionally, two new teachers will
be hired at WHS. The salaries for
these two teachers will be funded by
teacher retirements occurring at the
end of the 2004-2005 school year.

Each second grade class will have
three desktop computers for student
use in the 2005-2006 budget, for a
total of 75 new computers.

Each of the district’s libraries will
get new computers, as will all princi-
pals, nurses, guidance counselors, and
school offices at the district’s elemen-
tary and intermediate schools.

The budget funds the purchase of
one wireless laptop cart for WHS,
multimedia carts for all levels, laptops
and multimedia carts for use in Fine
Arts, the replacement of a number of
servers, and the purchase of eight
PDAs for WHS physical education
use.

The budget also calls for the re-
placement of the boilers at Washing-
ton Elementary School, at a cost of
$200,000.

Tuesday’s final BOE approval of
the budget marks the culmination of
months of work. The board has been
publicly discussing the budget since
early January while its finance


