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HEARING CONTINUES...Planning Board hearings continued this week on the
proposed age-restricted housing project by Ward & O’Donnell Development on
Prospect Street, the former site of Statistical Research. Please see Page 4 for editorial.
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WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Planning Board held a special meeting last Thursday to discuss details
of James Ward’s proposed age-restricted housing complex at the old
Statistical Research site on Prospect Street. Preliminary and final
site plans have been approved for
the project.
The four-story building would
consist of 35 luxury units, from
1,800 to 4,000 square feet in size.
The building would be age restricted
to people of middle age and older.
Representing the development

firm of Ward & O’Donnell were
Attorney Bruce Bergen of Krevsky,
Silber, Brown and Bergen, and architect Domingo Diaz of Diaz Architects.
The building’s exterior would
consist of standard brick and a shade
of stucco meant to evoke limestone.
A synthetic stucco coating would
be used to “allow elasticity.” The
windows would be aluminum, and
units with balconies would have
French doors and wrought iron
grates.
Inside the building would be a
first floor community room, two
courtyards, two elevators and a ven-

DWC Economic Development Panel Reports
On Condition Of South Ave. Business District
By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The majority of
the Monday night meeting of the
Downtown Westfield Corporation
(DWC) focused on a presentation
made by Tom Rich, Chairman of the
Economic Development Committee.
He presented a report regarding the
South Avenue situation, discussing
opportunities and offering recommendations to improve the success of
businesses located on the South Avenue corridor, which are included in
the downtown special improvement
district (SID).
“We have been spending a lot of
time thinking and talking about South
Avenue,” Mr. Rich said, referring to
the Economic Development Committee. “South Avenue represents a sizable opportunity.”
According to Mr. Rich, South Avenue merchants feel they do not get
the same share of attention that stores
on the northside of town receive.
“Ten years ago, downtown Westfield
didn’t look so great,” Mr. Rich said.
“South Avenue still looks like that.”
He described the situation on South
Avenue as having a high tenant turnover and a “perception of unequal
resource allocation.” He claimed the
general malaise to be lighting, trash,
crime and deteriorating buildings,
adding that sidewalks on South Avenue are in “poor repair” and that
businesses are poorly kept.
The committee also determined the
area to be “pedestrian unfriendly”
and claimed it was “generally unattractive.”
“This is one guy talking rather than
an official position, but it just doesn’t
look that good,” Mr. Rich commented.
He also included the merchant/
landlord relationship, which he called

apathetic, and the lack of flow between shoppers from North to South
Avenue as another part of the South
Avenue situation.
Mr. Rich stated that there are some
highly successful businesses on South
Avenue, and went on to explain some
of the fundamental differences between the north and south side.
The current stage of economic development was noted as a key difference. It was determined that most
traffic on the south side is vehicular
rather than foot. Most businesses were
also considered destination rather than
impulse businesses with a different
potential customer base.
Parking capacity was also listed as

a key issue for the southside business
district.
At the conclusion of his presentation, Mr. Rich offered his recommendations for improving this area of the
SID.
“(We) understand that South Avenue is fundamentally different from
the north side of the SID. It must
establish its own identity and engage
in promotional activities designed to
appeal to its unique consumer base,”
Mr. Rich’s report read.
Short-term actions also suggested
were: increased police patrols; improved snow removal; improved
planting and vegetation; signage that
is vehicular friendly, and banners hung

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – Mountainside
Board of Education President Peter
Goggi announced Tuesday night that
Dr. Carmen Centuolo of the Union
County Department of Education did
not approve the district’s 2005-2006
school budget.
Instead, he made suggestions to the
school board regarding the distribution of the dissolution fund. Mr. Goggi
noted that the adjustments were made
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across the street that could highlight
events, as well as businesses. Allocating spaces in the commuter lot for
metered spots and allowing employees and proprietors to apply for parking permits also were suggested.
Long-term recommendations included establishing a unique identity
for South Avenue. Upgrading sidewalks and facades was also suggested,
as was partnering with the local gardening club to spruce up the area with
planters. Planting a row of bushes
curbside along the southside train
station lot to improve it aesthetically
was also recommended.
“I think we need to recruit a destiCONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Report on Parking Improvements
Expected Within Next Few Weeks
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Public Safety,
Transportation and Parking Committee Chairman Mark Ciarrocca said
Tuesday night that the committee
expects to report on proposed downtown parking improvements within
the next three weeks.
The improvements are aimed at
adding parking capacity following
the defeat of a referendum on a parking garage last November by voters.
John Morgan, Director of Parking
Services, will be making a detailed
presentation to the committee Tuesday night on the methods the council
can move forward on to increase capacity as well as improve the efficiency of the parking system.
Councilman Ciarrocca said projects

such as the reconfiguration of municipal lots at Elm and Prospect
Streets, the addition of new pay stations and improved signage are just a
few of the topics Mr. Morgan will
discuss. Plans have also been proposed for the North Avenue train station lot, which would be reconfigured
to move the entrance so that it lines up
with the traffic signal at Elm Street.
Fourth Ward Councilman Larry
Goldman had questioned Mr.
Ciarrocca after learning of Tuesday’s
agenda when the council is set to
introduce ordinances to approve this
year’s capital budget, none of which
address parking improvements.
“When are we going to be ready to
step up to the plate and say we are
doing something (on parking)?” questioned Mr. Goldman.

Mountainside BOE Revises Budget;
Introduces New CSA Dr. O’Malley

PIPING FOR PRESCHOOLERS...Members of the Union County Police and Fire
Pipes and Drums cruised up Ross Place in Westfield in their custom bus to
perform for preschoolers at Wesley Hall Nursery School.
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Testimony on Age-Restricted
Housing Project Continues

Speeding Among
Concerns Cited
At Traffic Meeting
WESTFIELD — “We really
have to be in the habit of driving
slower in Westfield,” said Town
Council Public Safety, Transportation & Parking Committee
Chairman Mark Ciarrocca Monday night, at the first of two community outreach meetings. The
meetings are being sponsored by
the committee as well as the Citizens Traffic Advisory Committee.
The open public meetings are
aimed at eight traffic and safety
hotspots throughout Westfield.
Monday’s meeting was split into
three 45-minute segments, the first
focusing on Woodland Avenue,
the second on the McKinley
School area, and the third on the
Central Avenue and Clover Street
intersection/Ayliffe Avenue.
Traffic Engineer Gordon Meth
of Keller & Kirkpatrick conducted
the forum.
He identified Woodland Avenue
as a “cut-through route” between
Mountain Avenue and East Broad
Street that sees as many as 500 to
600 cars per hour during peak
hours.
Residents of the area said that
drivers travel at excessive speeds,
and that traffic volumes are too
great. They cited the intersection
of Kimball Avenue and Woodland as especially hazardous.
Rich Kender of Kimball Avenue told the committee that statistically, Woodland Avenue
pushes more vehicles than does
Lawrence Avenue. He also said
that because of a lack of stop
signs and lights between East
Broad and Mountain Avenue, drivers are able to “build up a good
head of steam” while traversing
Woodland.
“That street needs sidewalks
for safety,” said Woodland Avenue resident Paula Adams, saying children are particularly atrisk of being struck by a vehicle.
Some residents would prefer to
keep attractive hedges and lawns
by avoiding curbs and sidewalks.
Resident Mercedes Fol-Okamoto
highlighted the importance of
“keeping the town residential” and
avoiding a “very ugly urban look.”
Mr. Meth named speed bumps
and better signage as two possible
cures for speeding. He mentioned
turn prohibitions and one-way
streets as possible volume reducers, but said that such measures
“can make it very inconvenient to
live there.”
Councilman Ciarrocca interjected, saying that the speed monitor Westfield has used has been
beneficial, and that two more are
being purchased. “The data has
been really good,” he said.
Residents of the McKinley
School area — which includes
West Broad Street, Osborn Avenue, First Street and Pierson
Street — said that roads are literally blocked by double-parked
cars during school drop-off and
pickup.
“I’m concerned for the safety
of the children — concerned with
traffic and keeping everybody
safe,” said McKinley Elementary
School Principal Claudia
Andreski, who was in attendance.
She also mentioned that there is
trouble with bus circulation due
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and a preliminary budget was set forth
for approval. A final version will be
presented at a special school board
meeting on Thursday, March 31, at 6
p.m. The sole purpose of the meeting
will be to present the budget.
“You will hear some motions that
will bring the budget closer to the
suggestions,” Mr. Goggi said, referring to the meeting.
“There will be changes to the capital outlay. The changes are being made
because of input from the county,”
Finance Chairman Ray Haggar noted.
Specifics of the budget include the
Enrollment Spending Growth Limitation Adjustment (SGLA), which was
approved in the amount of $219,464.
The Capital Outlay SGLA was approved in the amount of $491,526,
with the total SGLA applied to the
budget being $710,990.
The Capital Reserve for the budget
was approved in the amount of $651,471
earmarked for the future funding of 12
rooftop HVAC units at Deerfield School
and the renovation and expansion of
Deerfield’s Media Center.
The revised 2005-2006 preliminary
School Operating Budget, in the amount
of $11,917,479 with the addition of the
SGLA and the Capital Reserve, brings
the total budget to
$13,279,940, with a local tax levy in the amount
of $9,704,615. The pre-

liminary budget will be resubmitted
to the Union County Superintendent
of Schools for approval.
“The tax levy translates to an estimated decrease of $81 per household
over last year,” Mr. Haggar said.
Mr. Goggi introduced Dr. Richard
O’Malley as the board’s choice to fill the
position of Chief School Administrator
(CSA) effective yesterday, March 23.
Walter Rusak has been the Interim
CSA since July 1, 2004, after the resignation of Dr. Gerard Schaller in June.
“Dr. Richard O’Malley is an innovative administrator and consensus
builder, very inclusive with staff, parents and the community, who will be
charged with taking the district to the
next level,” Mr. Goggi said.
Acording to Mr. Goggi, Dr.
O’Malley’s contract is quite different
from previous CSA contracts.
He highlighted three major differences: The contract is for a four-year
term; it is a detailed contract clearly
articulating expectations for both parties, and it will include performance
based incentives that allow the district to design, implement and reward
the achievement of stretching goals
and targets that will drive the district
to the next level.
“I am honored and excited to be
setting out as the new CSA in the
Mountainside School District. I am
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Town Administrator Jim Gildea
said the committee would have information to report on parking improvements including the amount of money
the town has put aside for such improvements.
The council is set to introduce three
ordinances Tuesday night on this
year’s $3 million capital budget.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

tilated garage at the lowest level
with entrance and exit on Prospect
Street.
The building will also include a
trash chute, though recyclables will
be collected from each floor by a
maintenance staff.
Inside the individual units will be
a master bedroom, an extra bedroom and washer/dryer hookups.
Mr. Ward assured the board of the
units’ quality, saying they “will rival anything you’ll see in Paris or
Manhattan’s Fifth Avenue.”
Board members questioned Mr.
Diaz about the entrance to the parking facility, which would be enclosed by a gate system. Because of
the narrowness and business of Prospect Street, there is no room for
cuing while awaiting access, said
board member Robert Newell, who
served as chairman for the meeting.
Mr. Diaz and Mr. Ward explained
that a keypad would be used to trigger the door, “like E-ZPass,” and
that the door would only take about
one second to open, and would begin opening at a resident’s car’s
approach.
“By the time the vehicle gets
there, the door is up,” said Mr. Ward.
Attorney Joseph Murray, representing owners of 133 Prospect
Street, brought up some concerns
regarding guest parking, as none is
provided for in the parking level
blueprints. Mr. Ward said that he
would expect guests to use the adjacent parking lot or find street parking.
Leslie Cascose of Newpointe Realty, LLC which has filed suit against
the town and Ward & O’Donnell
challenging the legality of the
project based on the town’s zoning
codes, asked Mr. Diaz several questions about rooftop structures.
Mr. Diaz explained that there
would be two structures: an elevator bulkhead and a stairway bulkhead, each seven feet in height. He
said that their size and orientation
are in accordance with building ordinances and will not be visible
from the ground except at significant distances.
Many residents, it was speculated,
have other properties at the shore or
in warmer climates. Rogica Ursa of
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Projected Kindergarten
Enrollment Expected
To Jump By 100 Kids
By ED COONEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – At last week’s
meeting of the Westfield Board of
Education, Superintendent of Schools
Dr. William Foley offered an update
on projected class sizes at the district’s
six elementary schools for the 20052006 school year.
The biggest projected change will
come at the kindergarten level, where
four more sections will need to be
added district-wide to accommodate
the increasing number of families
moving to Westfield.
Board member Arlene Gardner told
the board she feels that “the good reputation of the school system continues to
attract new families” to Westfield.
McKinley Elementary School will
have one new section of kindergarten,
as will Tamaques Elementary School.
Washington Elementary School will
have two new sections, while the other
three elementary schools will have the
same number as this year.
The projected number of kindergarten students overall is up to 371, a
sizeable increase over this year’s total number of 280 students.
Dr. Foley has ensured board members that despite the increase, “class
sizes are well within policy.”
The district’s class size policy dictates that all elementary classes should
have between 18 and 25 students, and
that the lower grades should have the
lowest numbers of students.
Offsetting the large increase in kindergarten students is a
decrease in the projected size of the
first grade in the

Have a Blessed Easter

2005-2006 school year. Franklin Elementary School will be down two
sections in Dr. Foley’s projections,
while Jefferson, McKinley, Tamaques,
and Washington Elementary Schools
will all be down one section.
Wilson Elementary School will
continue to have five sections of 20
students each.
The total projected number of first
graders for the 2005-2006 school year is
394, down from 483 in the current year.
Dr. Foley said that there would be
“no major changes” in second grade
enrollment, and the district will need
only to add a section at Franklin and
go down one section at McKinley.
The third number of third graders
will remain largely the same as well.
Franklin Elementary School will go
down to four sections from this year’s
six. The fourth grade will see an additional section at Wilson Elementary
School, and an additional section of
fifth grade will be added at Franklin.
In total, the number of sections
being taught in Westfield elementary
schools will be down by four, if Dr.
Foley’s projections remain accurate
between now and the time school
begins in September.
Board member Beth Cassie noted
that these numbers “are not a static
piece of information.”
Dr. Foley also took time to tell the
board that birth rates in Westfield are
“still fairly high,” and that the district’s
increasing enrollment will remain an
issue until “at least 2009.”
The board also approved the 20052006 school calendar for first reading
on Tuesday, setting it up for final
approval at a meeting in early April.
The school year would start September 7 and end June 22, with high
school graduation taking place that
evening. The Holiday/NewYear break
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Quick Chek in S. Plains
Scene of Armed Robbery

FAMILY FUN…Wilson Elementary School in Westfield recently celebrated
family by holding two evening family game nights. Hundreds of family members
attended and played many rounds of bingo. Teachers and staff members emceed
the evening’s events and provided entertainment. Pictured, above, Emily Plump,
2 ½, tries her hand at bingo.

DWC Panel Presents Report
On South Ave. Bus. District
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

nation store,” board member Frank
Arena said. “There are a lot of things
we could do in the short-term – like
get a chain store. If we had that type
of activity on the southside it would
make a huge, huge difference.”
Unlike the northside, it was suggested that the southside doesn’t have
the type of merchants that attract
people from miles away. Parking was
considered one of the deterrents for a
“mall-type” store to lease retail space
on the southside.
“One reason I was so pro the redevelopment project was because I think
it would have been the catalyst to link
the two spots,” board member and
Town Councilman Larry Goldman
said, referring to the lack of a connection between the north and southside.
DWC Treasurer David Capodanno
reported that to date, approximately
$29,000, or 8 percent, of organizational expenses have been utilized.
The total operating budget for the
DWC is $377,575.
In other news, Executive Director
Sherry Cronin reported on the meeting she had with Comcast regarding
Westfield ads to run on local networks.
“I asked them (Comcast) to look at
the Food Network as a possibility,”
she said. “Other networks have gotten
popular and pricey.” The proposed
budget for the Comcast ads is $12,000.
The CTS Cycling Event will take
place on Saturday, April 16. The DWC
has not yet received approval to close
South Avenue for the event. Two businesses have expressed concern about
the potential closing of South Avenue.
The Spring Fling street fair will be
held Sunday, April 17, from 11 a.m. to
5 p.m., rain or shine. The event features
shopping, food and entertainment.
The renovation of the municipal

parking lot behind Baron’s Drug Store
was briefly discussed.
Mrs. Cronin said, “The current
thinking is to create a sidewalk around
the parameter of the lot” to increase
pedestrian safety.
She added that the DWC was
“pleased” with the first edition of
Suburban Westfield, a magazine published in conjunction with The Suburban News.
“I think it was a nice piece and
good press for us,” she said. The next
edition will most likely be coming
out in June.
Mrs. Cronin also announced that
the Westfield Memorial Library has
installed a new system that allows any
valid library cardholder to access major business information sources at
www.wmlnj.org. Standard and Poor’s
Net Advantage, EBSCO Business
Source Elite and certain business oriented newspapers are available.
Hoover’s is available but on the
library’s computers only. Anyone living, working or paying municipal
taxes in Westfield is entitled to a
library card.

Ward
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

112 Ferris Place expressed concern
at the possibility of resident parking spaces being rented to commuters when residents are away.
Mr. Ward told Ms. Ursa that a
homeowners’ association would not
likely allow such a provision.
Another special meeting will be
held in order to finish the proposal
and reach a final action by the
board.

Celebrity occupied by two males
turn abruptly from Forest Road
onto Westfield Avenue heading
west in front of him, police said.
At this point Sgt. Murphy activated his emergency lights and siren and the vehicle fled at a high
rate of speed, police said.
Scotch Plains police pursued the
suspect vehicle into Plainfield and
then North Plainfield on Farragut
Road, heading north. The vehicle
made a sharp left turn onto Jackson Avenue, police said.
The passenger of the vehicle
fled on foot before being captured
earlier this week, police said.
Police said the driver of the vehicle, identified as Sutton, reportedly ran into the side of Sgt. Murphy’s
patrol vehicle as it came to a stop and
fell over the curb area and was immediately taken into custody.
The passenger of the vehicle fled
on foot and at this time is still at
large, police said.
Sutton was transported to
Muhlenberg Regional Medical
Center in Plainfield were he was
treated for a leg injury.
Police said they recovered several items of property from the
vehicle including an undetermined
amount of cash along with both
loose packages and cartons of cigarettes believed taken from the scene
of the robbery.
Also recovered was a loaded .380
caliber handgun that contained
Hollow Point bullets, police said.
Sutton was charged with armed
robbery, aggravated assault, weapons possession, eluding police, resisting arrest and several motor
vehicle violations.
Bail was set by Scotch Plains
Municipal Court Judge Brian
Levine at $600,000.
The store manager was treated and
released at Muhlenberg Hospital for
the laceration to his head. There were
no other patrons in the store at the
time of the incident, police said.

SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch
Plains police this week arrested
the second suspect wanted in an
armed robbery that occurred on
March 17 at the Quick Chek Food
Store at 1928 Westfield Avenue,
Police Captain Brian Mahoney told
The Westfield Leader.
The second suspect has been
identified as Jermaine Goins, 33,
of Plainfield. He has been charged
with robbery and weapons offenses, stated Captain Mahoney.
Goins, who police determined
was acquainted with the other suspect, Michael Sutton, 34, of
Plainfield, was arrested on March
18 in Plainfieldon drug charghes
and turned over to Scotch Plains
police, Captain Mahoney said.
Goins’ bail was set at $500,000.
According to police, the robbery
occurred at 1:50 a.m. when two
male suspects wearing ski masks
allegedly entered the store and approached two male employees behind the counter in an office area.
One of the suspects reportedly
brandished a small caliber semi
automatic handgun and demanded
money. As the suspect entered the
store’s office he allegedly struck
the store manager, a 58-year old
Fanwood man in the head with the
gun causing a laceration, police said.
According to police, the manager and the other employee, a 35year old Plainfield man, were
forced to the floor. The manager
was then reportedly taken to the
counter area to gain access to a
drop safe, police said.
Police reported that both suspects then fled the store on foot
after removing cash along with
several packages and cartons of
cigarettes heading east toward Forest Road as the employees notified
police by calling 9-1-1.
The first responding officer, Police Sgt. Dennis Murphy, traveling
west on Westfield Avenue, reportedly observed a 1989 blue Chevy

Parking Improvements Report
Expected Over Next Few Weeks
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

for port-a-johns as part of an ordinance regarding fencing and the overall safety of construction sites in town.
Councilman Ciarrocca announced
that a second round of meetings for
community outreach would be conducted within six weeks or following
this week’s public meetings concerning the eight traffic hot spots in town
as determined by Mr. Ciarrocca’s
committee as well as the Citizens
Traffic Advisory Committee. The
town’s traffic consultant Keller &
Kirkpatrick will present proposals at
that time. A third meeting will be held
at which time a consensus will be
reached on the town’s safety improvement plan.
Resident Jim Baker questioned
whether removal of underground gas
tanks from the Elm and Prospects lots,
the site a former gasoline station, would
hold up the project due to the need for
environmental approvals from the
state. He also questioned whether town
parking revenue would fund the removal of the tanks to which Mr. Gildea
said, “it’s not decided at this point.”
Public Work Committee Chairwoman Joann Neylan said the advisory panel formed to look at improving efficiency and customer service
within the DPW met with the Public
Works Committee. The panel is chaired
by former councilman Matthew
Albano and includes residents Pam
Wiaczek, and John Ryan. The committee will be meeting with the residents, interviewing the four department heads within the DPW and observe the operation, and meet with
DPW personnel in other towns to compare their operations with Westfield’s.
A panel is expected to report back
to the council by early May.
Mr. Gildea said the Public Works
Committee is also looking at developing town-wide newsletter that
would include “basic information”
on DPW information such recycling
and bulky waste. Councilman
Ciarrocca suggested having the newsletter available for e-mail for residents who would like to receive it.
The council will also vote on the
municipal budget of $32.3 million
following a public hearing on Tuesday night. The $17.7 million tax levy
will be reduced as the result of receipt
of a homeland security grant.

The first ordinance authorizes the
town to spend $261,000 for curb replacement and/or new curbing to
Tuttle Parkway, Terrace Place, Forest
Avenue, and North Euclid Avenue.
New granite block curbing will be
utilized and some roadways will be
reconstructed with storm drainage
facilities installed on other streets.
The council is also set to introduce
an ordinance to initiate the town’s
annual sidewalk replacement program. Fifty percent of the $100,000
program will be paid through property owners participating in this year’s
program.
The third ordinance appropriates
$2.5 million for the remainder of the
capital budget including road improvements and capital projects for
the police and fire departments.
The governing body will also vote
to award a contract to Bulk Storage
Inc. of Beecher, Ill. to construct a salt
storage facility behind the Department of Public Works building on
North Avenue. The $137,860 contract follows the second phase of
stormwater management regulations
imposed by the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA).
The council is also set to approve
two more single-family home demolition permits for houses located at
110 Nelson Place and 6 Rutgers Court.
Nelson Place resident Sharon
Stockwell inquired as to whether the
permit was in line for the Nelson
Place home, which will be torn down
by D. Villane Construction of
Westfield.
Noting that all the proper paperwork has been filed with the building
department Mr. Gildea said, “There
is no reason not to approve” the permit application.
Mrs. Stockwell also inquired about
the town’s noise ordinance regarding
the time contractors can begin work
in town. She also questioned the council as to the status of an ordinance for
hiding port-a-john’s for construction
work from public view.
Mr. Gildea said the noise ordinance
was updated in December of 2004.
He said construction work time limits
would be discussed in the near future
by the Code Review and Town Property Committee. The committee will
also soon be reviewing restrictions
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Kindergarten Enrollment
Expected to Jump By 100
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

would be from December 24 through
January 2, and Spring Break would
be from April 8 to April 17.
Alice Hunnicutt, board member and
Facilities Committee Chairwoman,
said the committee would like to place
padding on the walls of the gymnasium at Edison Intermediate School
to prevent injury to students playing
basketball. The total cost would be
approximately $2,000.
She also discussed the possibility
of placing a net by the baseball field
at Edison to keep errant baseballs

from being hit into neighboring yards.
Ms. Hunnicutt said she plans to
involve nearby homeowners in the
process, reflecting a desire for “everyone to be part of the discussion.”
The board’s next public meeting
will be held on Tuesday, March 29,
during which board members will
adopt the final budget for the 20052006 school year, which will be presented to voters on Tuesday, April
19. Members of the community are
invited to attend that budget hearing.

Speeding Among Concerns
Cited at Traffic Meeting
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

to congestion.
Several residents said that Westfield
High School students drive through
the area at excessive speeds before
and after school, and during open
lunch periods.
Mr. Meth said streets could be made
one-way streets, in a circular pattern
around the school, during drop-off
and pickup hours.
Central and Clover/Ayliffe were
the final areas discussed. Many residents who live on the east side of
Central would like to see a traffic
light put in that would allow safe
crossing for children accessing
Jefferson School. “Let’s face it —
Central Avenue is a highway,” said
Josephine Both of Boynton Court.
Others, who live on the west side of
Central Avenue are worried that such
a light would defer even more traffic
down their side streets that lead to
Summit Avenue and the Boulevard.
Several residents suggested lowering Central Avenue’s speed limit to

25 miles per hour, as is the case in
Clark and further north, towards
downtown. Another resident suggested constricting the width of the
road.
“There are no magic bullets,” said
committee member and First Ward
Councilman Sal Caruana. The committee reminded audience members that
compromises must be made in order to
come up with the best course of action.
Councilman Ciarrocca, who represents the second ward, promoted
“Citizen Radar,” one of the initiatives
aimed at getting residents involved in
traffic safety. Citizens who participate in the program are trained to use
radar equipment and asked to report
unsafe drivers for notification by the
Westfield Police Department.
To voice specific concerns or for
more information regarding Citizen
Radar or other initiatives, residents
are encouraged to call the traffic safety
hotline at (908) 789-6039 or e-mail
team@wpdnj.org.

Mountainside BOE Revises
Budget and Introduces CSA
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

impressed with the Mountainside
schools and I am delighted to be part
of the educational community. This
school district has a long history of
providing quality education and it will
be my job to see that Mountainside
obtains a more prominent academic
standing among New Jersey’s top
school districts,” Dr. O’Malley said.
He comes to Mountainside from the
Branchburg Township School District,
where he was the principal at the elementary K-2 level. The board approved the appointment of Dr.
O’Malley as CSA at a starting salary
of $130,000 per annum, with board
members Pat Knodel and Carmine
Venes voting “no.”
“I have no problem with Dr.
O’Malley,” Mrs. Knodel said. “There
are too many revisions in this contract.”
Mr. Goggi recognized Mr. Rusak’s
role in the district over the past months,
saying, “You have never, ever demonstrated the word interim in your title.
You have always put Mountainside
first. Thank you for your tremendous
leadership for us and for all your hard
work.”
In other news, David Kichula of
LEW Corporation, an Environmental
services company, presented his finding regarding samples taken in order
to locate the source and cause of the
odor at Beechwood School.
Mr. Kichula reported that additional
samples were taken from the insulation on the exterior ductwork, from
the supply and return ductwork in the
classrooms.
“Samples were submitted and did
indicate some micro biotic activity,”
Mr. Kichula said. Referring to the insulation, he said, “The numbers were
significantly higher than you would
expect to find, especially on new insulation.
His conclusion was that there is
micro biotic activity and it appears to
be centered on the roof. He continued
by saying that the numbers were not
alarming and called the odor a “nuisance odor,” not likely to cause allergic reactions or asthma.
“It is a nuisance condition rather than
a heath condition,” Mr. Kichula stated.
He also advised the board that the
data suggests the source of the odor is
on the roof and most likely the approximately 60 feet of wet insulation
that was removed from rooftop unit
RTU-2. But he said that he feels additional samples are needed “to document that that is the case” because
tests prove inconclusive.
“I recommend additional testing to
nail down where these colonies are
before we start tearing things down,”
Mr. Kichula said.
Richard Worst, a parent of a student
in one of the affected classrooms, addressed Mr. Kichula, stating, “You are
saying the tests are inconclusive but
you want to do more testing.”
“We are handicapped to some extent in this industry because we don’t

have any standards. We use a comparative approach,” Mr. Kichula responded.
“About the only thing we can conclude is that we have activity in the
ductwork. With a little more testing
we can probably conclude the
ductwork is okay,” he continued.
Sean Reilly of Home Health Sciences, an environmental microbiologist
company, presented his report to the
board, stating that his evaluation indicates that there is no moisture in the
classrooms. “Supply ducts are clear, dry
and in nearly perfect condition,” he said.
“Our conclusion was that it appears
that (room) 110 had water coming in
from the roof,” Mr. Reilly said. “We
think it all started with the external
leaking on the roof. It appears there is
a direct correlation between the wet
insulation and the odor.”
Board member John Perrin said,
“One of the things we are trying to
hedge is if we have an air conditioning
unit incapable of dehumidifying the
air properly.”
“In examination, the dehumidification appears to be, in our opinion,
okay,” Mr. Reilly responded.
“I disagree that the source of moisture is evident and I think my report
states that,” Mr. Kichula stated. “I
would be uncomfortable with that
evaluation. I think the dehumidification process needs to be examined.”
Mr. Goggi responded to the reports,
stating, “I think based on what we’ve
heard tonight, the shell and envelope of
this building are fine. There is no safety
risk here. While not conclusive, both
findings point to the ductwork.”
Mr. Goggi said the board is now
looking for an outline and asked both
Mr. Reilly and Mr. Kichula to make
recommendations.
In conclusion, Mr. Goggi said, we
need to “isolate, compartmentalize and
remediate.”
Mr. Rusak reported that the Pest
Management Plan will be put into
effect tomorrow at Beechwood
School. The fields will be fertilized
and sprayed with pest control, and
residents are urged to not walk dogs
or allow children to play on the fields
for 48 hours.
Mr. Rusak also announced that there
will be no school tomorrow, Friday,
March 25, and that there will be no
school on Monday, March 28, for a
teacher’s in-service day.
Spring break will take place from
Monday, April 11, through Friday, April
15. School will also be closed from
Friday, May 27, to Monday, May 30, in
observance of Memorial Day.
“I have a problem with this (schedule),” Mrs. Knodel said. “It indicates
we have snow days in our contract. We
do not have snow days in our contract
and I object to the school being closed
on the (May) 27th.”
The next regularly scheduled school
board meeting will be held on Tuesday, April 5, at 8 p.m.
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Quick Chek in Scotch Plains
Scene of Armed Robbery

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times

CRIMINAL ACTIVITY...Police in Scotch Plains this week captured the second of two suspects wanted in an armed robbery
at Quick Chek on Westfield Avenue. According to police, the robbery, which occured last Thursday at 1:50 a.m. involved
two male suspects wearing ski masks.

SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch
Plains police this week arrested the
second suspect wanted in an armed
robbery that occurred on March 17 at
the Quick Chek Food Store at 1928
Westfield Avenue, Police Captain
Brian Mahoney told The Times.
The second suspect has been identified as Jermaine Goins, 33, of
Plainfield. He has been charged with
robbery and weapons offenses, stated
Captain Mahoney.
Goins, who police determined was
acquainted with the other suspect,
Michael Sutton, 34, of Plainfield, was
arrested on March 18 in Plainfieldon
drug charges and turned over to Scotch
Plains police, Captain Mahoney said.
Goins’ bail was set at $500,000.
According to police, the robbery
occurred at 1:50 a.m. when two male
suspects wearing ski masks allegedly
entered the store and approached two
male employees behind the counter

in an office area.
One of the suspects reportedly brandished a small caliber semi automatic
handgun and demanded money. As
the suspect entered the store’s office
he allegedly struck the store manager, a 58-year old Fanwood man in
the head with the gun causing a laceration, police said.
According to police, the manager
and the other employee, a 35-year old
Plainfield man, were forced to the
floor. The manager was then reportedly taken to the counter area to gain
access to a drop safe, police said.
Police reported that both suspects
then fled the store on foot after removing cash along with several packages
and cartons of cigarettes heading east
toward Forest Road as the employees
notified police by calling 9-1-1.
The first responding officer, Police
Sgt. Dennis Murphy, traveling west
on Westfield Avenue, reportedly ob-

served a 1989 blue Chevy Celebrity occupied by two males turn abruptly from
Forest Road onto WestfieldAvenue heading west in front of him, police said.
At this point Sgt. Murphy activated
his emergency lights and siren and
the vehicle fled at a high rate of speed,
police said.
Scotch Plains police pursued the
suspect vehicle into Plainfield and
then North Plainfield on Farragut
Road, heading north. The vehicle
made a sharp left turn onto Jackson
Avenue, police said.
At this point the two male occupants reportedly jumped from the
vehicle that was still moving in an
attempt to flee on foot.
Police said the driver of the vehicle, identified as Sutton, reportedly
ran into the side of Sgt. Murphy’s
patrol vehicle as it came to a stop and
fell over the curb area and was immeCONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Fanwood Council Introduces 7.2 Mil. Budget
Tax Levy to Increase $155,143 Over Last Yr.
By DAVID GIALANELLA
Specially Written for The Times

FANWOOD — The Fanwood Borough Council introduced the 2005
budget of $7,274,225 earlier this
month, an increase of $320,281 from
last year.

This year’s $4,033,942 tax levy
represents a 2.9 percent, or a $155,143
hike over last year’s $3,878,799 municipal tax levy.
Mayor Colleen Mahr explained that
“several significant capital projects
are included” in the figures.

Bond Ordinance Which
Will Fund Library’s
Upgrade Totals $825,000
By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Township Council on Tuesday
evening introduced an $825,000 bond
ordinance that will fund building
improvements at the Scotch Plains
Library.
Last month, Library Director Meg
Kolaya and Library Board of Trustees Chairman Joseph Duff made a
presentation to the council about the
library’s planned building improvements, which include the replacement of the sheet metal roof that has
been leaking with increasing frequency in recent years, the installation of thermal-paned windows and
new equipment to allow easier access
for handicapped individuals.
“It’s a substantial amount of
money,” said Councilwoman Nancy
Malool, “but they’re necessary improvements.”
Mayor Martin Marks said, “We
knew this would have to be done
eventually,” adding that by continuing to put off the roof repairs, “we’re
risking damage to the very valuable
inventory we have there.”
The public hearing on the bond
ordinance will be held at the council’s
Tuesday, April 12, meeting.
The council also introduced an ordinance that will modify membership requirements for the Township
Fire Department.
“We’re trying to attract more volunteers,” said Councilwoman Malool,
who felt the ordinance will “allow
additional people to join.” The revisions would permit people from adjoining towns who live within five
miles of one of the township’s two
firehouses to join and would also
allow those who work in Scotch Plains
but don’t live in town to become a
member of the fire department.

BOE Will Present
Budget at Libraries
SCOTCH PLAINS – Members
of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education, who have
been presenting a series of budget discussions throughout the
community during March, will
hold two special budget presentations at the municipal libraries.
The board will review the 20052006 school budget at Scotch
Plains Public Library on Tuesday, March 29, at 9 a.m.
A second budget discussion
will be held on Friday, April 1, at
the Fanwood Memorial Library
at 10:15 a.m.

The public hearing will also be
held on April 12.
The council approved an ordinance
appropriating $25,000 from the state
Department of Transportation’s Safe
Streets to Schools program that will
be used for sidewalk and crosswalk
construction on the southern side of
Evelyn Street near McGinn Elementary School.
Earlier in the meeting, Richard
Kurtzman of Edgewood Terrace presented the council with a petition
signed by more than 100 residents
opposing an application currently
pending before the planning board.
Mr. Kurtzman said the proposed
development by Terranova Builders,
LLC of six large houses off Morse
Avenue between Westfield Road and
Ascot Road would not only have a
negative effect on township services,
but also present potential drainage
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Councilwoman Donna Dolce
pointed out that last year there was an
11 percent increase at the outset of
council budget discussions that was
then decreased to around 2 percent,
and thus, Fanwood is in a better position for this year’s budget.
Mayor Mahr added that the borough has a “healthy surplus” and has
experienced a $2.5 million, or 1 percent increase in ratables.
Due to these factors and others, the
borough will not be applying for extraordinary aid this year, officials have
said.
Salaries and wages represent
$3,271,239 of the total budget. The
borough has 83 employees.
A public hearing on the municipal budget will be held on Tuesday,
April 12, at 7:30 p.m. in Borough
Hall.
In other business, the council has
appointed 222 South Avenue as a
downtown redevelopment company.
The resolution allows negotiations
with the company to begin regarding
costs and building plans.
Councilman Andrew Calamaras informed them that the planning board
is encouraging those involved to incorporate green space in the redevelopment plans.
The council also extended a contract
with Francis Regan, an attorney who is
aiding with the legal aspect of redevelopment. The contract extension comes
at no additional cost to the borough.
Councilwoman Dolce informed the
council that the Shade Tree Commission would be planting 20 new trees
in the spring. Residents can contact
public works with suggested loca-

tions for plantings.
Councilman Joseph Higgins said
that the backstop at LaGrande Park’s
baseball field can be moved without
having to remove any trees. Its new
position will extend the left field foul
line from 220 to 265 feet.
The added distance will keep balls
from being hit out of the park.
“If not, we’re going to have to start
testing these guys for steroids,” he
joked.
The council appointed Robert
Sanchez as a Fanwood Police Officer
effective Friday, April 1.
The governing body has also allotted monies for the fire department’s
Length of Service Awards Program
in the amount of $17,000.

Scotch Plains Council Considering
6.3 Percent Hike in Property Taxes
By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Township Council is finishing work on a 2005
municipal budget that currently calls for
a 6.3 percent increase in the township
portion of local property taxes. The budget is scheduled to be introduced next
month, and it is possible that council
members will make further changes in
an effort to lessen the tax increase.
Without any changes, the township
tax rate will increase from $1.27 per
$100 of assessed valuation to $1.35
per $100. Last year’s rate hike of four
points was later reduced to three points

Zoning Board Okays Parking Lot,
Preliminary Site Plan for YMCA
By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
township’s zoning board of adjustment approved a parking lot variance
for the Fanwood-Scotch Plains
YMCA and gave preliminary site plan
approval for the initial phases of its
facilities expansion plans last
Wednesday, thus ending a series of
hearings that began last October. Plans
were nearly further delayed last week
when the board, amidst last minute
procedural, legal and internal wrangling, appeared ready to continue the
hearings, possibly into the summer.
After more than four hours of public comments and board discussion
and debate, with the clock nearing
midnight on March 16, the board
voted 7-0 to approve a parking lot
variance that will allow the YMCA to
expand its lot from 135 to 267 spaces.
It would remain exempt from township rules mandating that a membership organization provide one parking space for every four adult members, which in theYMCA’s case would
mean a parking lot with several
thousand spaces.
The board then voted
unanimously to give

preliminary site plan approval to the
first three phases of the YMCA’s facilities expansion plan.
Phase I of the YMCA’s plans, which
will start this summer, includes an
initial expansion of the lot and construction of a mezzanine inside the
Martine Avenue facility’s wellness
center to allow for an increase in
available equipment.
Phases II and III will see further
parking expansion as well as the construction of a new building to replace
the red schoolhouse near Martine
Avenue. The YMCA agreed to take
Phases IV and V — which involve
construction of an addition to the rear
existing building to house a gymnasium and gymnastics facility — off
the table, since funds are not available for a project that would not be
undertaken for several years.
Instead, YMCA Attorney Robert
Kraus asked that the board at least
give its approval to the parking variance and the Phase I plans at last
Wednesday’s hearing because “we
need to know we have a project.”
After a half-dozen residents spoke
out against the YMCA’s plans — citing concerns about increased traffic
on Martine Avenue, the size of the

Fred Rossi for The Times

HUNTING FOR EASTER EGGS…About 100 children, from toddler age to eight
years old, participated in an Easter egg hunt last Saturday in Alan Augustine Park
in Scotch Plains. The event was sponsored by the Scotch Plains Junior Women’s
League and the township’s Recreation Commission.

proposed new buildings and the impact on the neighborhood, the environmental impact and possible drainage problems from an expanded parking lot — and several YMCA officials and members spoke in favor —
saying there was a need for more
parking and for the YMCA to modernize its facilities and meet increased demands from members —
the Zoning Board spent more than
two hours in extensive discussions
about the proposed parking lot expansion and whether the new lot was
adequate or, in the words of board
member Tim Livolsi, whether “we
have too much parking” and a smaller
lot should be approved, with additional space “banked” for use in the
future.
Board member Chris Abeel noted
that the YMCA expects the facilities
expansion to result in a 25 percent
increase in membership and that the
expanded lot will have double the
number of parking spaces.
When Mr. Livolsi again expressed
his feeling that a doubling of spaces
would be unnecessary
and pushed the idea
of banking future
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Have a Blessed Easter

after the township received a $90,000
state homeland security grant that
was used to offset property tax increases.
An eight-point increase this year
will result in an average tax increase
of $96 for the average assessed home
of $120,000. Combined with a likely
$132 average increase in the county
portion of property taxes and an increase of between $250 and $300 in
education taxes, the average Scotch
Plains tax bill could rise by about
$500 this year.
At what was likely its final budget
meeting last Wednesday, the council
reviewed 2005 revenue projections
submitted by Township Manager
Thomas Atkins. Two months ago, Mr.
Atkins proposed a $20.5 million budget that was 3.9 percent higher than
last year’s spending plan.
His blueprint calls for about 64 percent of the budget to be financed by
local property taxes. He is also proposing using $1.7 million of the
township’s $2.5 million cash surplus
to finance this year’s spending. Interest income on township investments
began to increase in the second half of
2004 as interest rates increased; a year

ago, township officials anticipated
$105,000 in interest income but ended
up realizing more than $201,000.
With rates not expected to decrease
anytime soon, Mr. Atkins is anticipating
$200,000 in interest income this year.
Despite the troubled fiscal situation
in Trenton, state officials have told
township officials to expect the same
amount of state aid this year as last
year, which totaled $3.127 million, or
about 15 percent of township revenue.
Construction code fees in 2004 were
about 75 percent higher than originally
anticipated. Mr. Atkins is expecting
about $600,000 in fees this year due to,
among other things, the start of construction of the Broadway age-restricted
housing development near the Scotch
Hills Country Club and the fact that
homeowners are continuing to renovate or expand their homes.
According to Councilman Frank
Rossi, the governing body needs to
decide in the next few weeks “if this
is where we want to end up and, if not,
do we cut appropriations or increase
the use of the surplus?”
Councilwoman Nancy Malool expressed some dismay at the level of
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Brooks Crandall for The Times

NERVOUS NEIGHBORS…Construction is underway near Cooper Road Island
in Scotch Plains. Residents on Cooper Road received a notice that the town would
be fixing the bridge. The work is apparently unrelated to any activity surrounding
the development controversy of the island.
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Bd. Hears Testimony
On Housing Project
Proposed by Mr. Ward

Zoning Bd. Okays Parking
Lot, Site Plan for YMCA
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

parking. Mr. Abeel agreed that there
may be “overkill” in the parking lot.
Board member James Pate agreed.
Mr. Kraus offered to accept 245
spaces and bank 35 for possible future use, but Mr. Livolsi countered
with an offer of 180 to 200 spaces.
Several other board members appeared to favor the lower number as
well.
When the discussion turned to what
section of the proposed expanded lot
should include the banked parking
spaces, engineer James Watson
warned the board that eliminating
parking at the front of the new lot
along Martine Avenue would require
“significant re-engineering” because
plans have already been drawn that
include underground drainage and
water detention systems at the front
of the revamped lot.
A resolution was then offered to
approve a parking variance allowing
for 267 parking spaces to ultimately
be developed, but limiting the number through the completion of the
phase I building renovations to 183.
The YMCA would then have to return
to the board with a site plan proposal
including a proposal for banking 84
spaces — the difference between the
183 and 267 figures.
After a lengthy discussion of the
particulars of how a vote would
occur, with board attorney Vince
Loughlin proposing two votes —
one on the parking variance and one
on the site plan approval, which he
said was necessary to protect the
board from potential legal challenges — Mr. Abeel said he was
“uncomfortable with the board pulling a number out of the air” for the
parking lot.

He noted the YMCA’s engineering
and parking experts, as well as its
staff, had examined and studied the
situation and “came up with what
they think they require. I believe that
they know better than we do.”
When Board Chairman Jim
Fawcett polled the seven members
to see if they favored the banking of
parking spaces, four members opposed the idea. The first resolution
was then withdrawn and for several
minutes, as the first minutes of Thursday morning drew near, it appeared
the board might put off taking any
action on the application until a future meeting.
Mr. Livolsi said he favored shifting
the proposed exit route from the parking lot a bit to the south on Martine
Avenue in order to alleviate any problems with cars simultaneously turning left out of the YMCA and Peach
Court, which is located directly across
from the YMCA.
Mr. Watson said putting in a roadway extending across the front of the
proposed new building, and running
parallel to Martine Avenue similar to
the existing exit roadway, would require re-engineering of the plans and
also present setback issues. Instead,
Board engineer Thomas Quinn
sketched a slightly curved section of
roadway that would shift the exit lane
about 20 feet to the south on Martine
Avenue.
It was only after some last-minute
discussions near midnight on issues
such as parking lot landscaping and
other secondary matters that an obviously weary board, with about 15
residents and YMCA employees still
in attendance, voted on the variance
and the site plan.

Bond to Fund Improvements
At Library Totals $825,000
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

problems.
Mayor Marks pointed out that the
board, not the council, has jurisdiction over the application and urged
Mr. Kurtzman to attend the board’s
meeting on the application.
An ordinance was also introduced
on Tuesday to restrict parking on
Westfield Avenue at its intersection
with Union Avenue. Parking would
be prohibited on the northern side of
Westfield Avenue from Union Avenue eastward 75 feet and westward
58 feet. The public hearing will also
be held on April 12.
The council passed a resolution
authorizing the purchase of new radio communications equipment for
the fire department.
An $80,000 federal grant will be
used for what Councilwoman Carolyn
Sorge, a member of the fire department, called “needed communica-

tions equipment.”
Another ordinance was introduced that vacates a sub-standard
township-owned lot on Morse Avenue.
Councilwoman Malool explained
that the 2,800-square-foot lot is too
small to build on and that it is being
offered to contiguous property owners, one of whom has expressed interest in purchasing the parcel of land
known as Lot 25.02 in Block 7303.
The public hearing will also be
held on April 12.
At the start of it’s meeting, the
council passed a resolution congratulating the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Youth Baseball League Association
on its 50th anniversary.
In addition, Recreation Director
Ray Poerio led a tribute to Harry
Tishman, who is retiring as a senior
citizens bus driver.
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By DAVID GIALNELLA
Specially Written for The Times

Fred Rossi for The Times

SPECIALLY HONORED...Scotch Plains Recreation Director Ray Poerio, right,
presents a resolution of appreciation to Harry Tishman, who is retiring after
several years of service as the driver of the township’s senior citizen bus.

Recent Home Sales
SCOTCH PLAINS:
Rodnell and Heidi Workman to
Robert Lynch, 9 Malagna Court,
$291,250.
Enrico Pigna and Leo White to
Peter Ng and Yung Shaw, 1811 East
Second Street, $270,000.
Jean Pratt DiDonato to Jeffrey
Spitz, 1979 Prospect Avenue,
$200,000.
Nicholas and Denise Aloe to Peter
F. and Janelle Huefner, 2308 Coles
Avenue, $445,000.
Steven J. and Michelle Willis to
William W. and Ryleigh W.
McMeekan, Jr., 333 William Street,
$365,500.
Terrence H. and Tracy D. Coyle to
Trailer Specialities and Technologies,
329 Warren Street, $385,000.
Eugene J. and Carol P. Mendalski
to Antonio and Gladys Farez, 515
Jerusalem Road, $495,000.
Josephine Kondak and G. Boorujy
to Ran and Elena Dagan, 2667 Deer
Path, $469,000.
Russell J. and Judith Ann Nicosia
to Ramazan Marke, 39 Canterbury
Drive, $350,000.
James and Pamela Keavney to
Frank and Kristen Paladino, 7 Homestead Terrace, $599,900.
Fuster Enterprises, LLC to Jorge
and Aurora Rodriquez, 2366 Morse
Avenue, $390,000.
John D. and Denise M. Friebely to
Mark R. and Teresa Panas, 2400 Poets Place, $475,000.
Paul and Karen Robinson to Keith
and Jennifer DeMatteo, 2371
Longfellow Avenue, $528,000.
Jimmy and Ann Marie Hurtado to
Mildred C. Monroe, 2284 North Av-

enue, $287,000.
J. DiFrancesco and D. Pinto to
Antonio Mastrocola, 2212 New York
Avenue, $300,000.
Richard L. and Sandra L. Smith
to Gregory M. and Kelly A.
Costelloe, 1975 West Broad Street,
$430,000.
Thomas Roland and Susila
Ryskasen to Paul Morabito and Susan Barna, 1 Black Birch Road,
$550,000.
Theodore E. Scholler to Ellen R.
Ramer, 2116 Gamble Road,
$600,000.
Barry and Judith Epstein to Jean
Cadet andYvonne Wright, 2 Wilshire
Run, $820,000.
Michael and Stephanie Giarraffa
to Jeffrey B. Lehrer, 980 Raritan
Road, $722,500.
CDI Builders, LLC to Kin Wai and
Jeanette M. Ng, 2223 Evergreen Avenue, $657,000.
223 Katherine Street, LLC to Rez
Development, LLC, 223 Katherine
Street, $510,000.
K. Hovnanian at Scotch Plains,
LLC to Matthew Chyra and Hed
Peng, 502 Donato Circle, $451,842.
K. Hovnanian at Scotch Plains,
LLC to William Taylor and Kristen
Saunders, 505 Donato Circle,
$437,990.
K. Hovnanian at Scotch Plains,
LLC to Omar and Rania Bolotok, 506
Donato Circle, $415,792.
K. Hovnanian at Scotch Plains,
LLC to Jeffrey Toney, 507 Donato
Circle, $469,220.
K. Hovnanian at Scotch Plains,
LLC to Scott R. and Melina L. Reed,
512 Donato Circle, $420,086.

Brooks Crandall for The Times

GOOD SAMARITAN…The blood mobile was in Scotch Plains last Saturday
morning and Kevin Schiller of Scotch Plains gave blood with assistance from
donor specialist, Darlene, of New Jersey Blood Services.

Property Tax

Robbery

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

the proposed tax increase, saying it
had been her impression that after the
18-point increase in 2003, the township would experience several years
of what she thought would be “relatively steady” tax increases of around
five points or less.
Mr. Atkins urged the council to
increase revenues instead of cutting
appropriations if it decides to make
any changes.
He told the council he was satisfied
with his appropriations projections,
although he expressed his hope that
there will not be another major snowstorm in the coming weeks before the
warm weather months set in.
Mr. Atkins warned that the 2006
budget would contain several areas
of significant, mandated spending increases, including Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority fees and a new
police contract.
The council will hold final discussions on the budget at its Tuesday,
April 5, conference meeting and introduce it on April 12. This timetable
would result in a public hearing and
vote on May 9.

diately taken into custody.
The passenger of the vehicle fled
on foot before being captured earlier
this week, police said.
Sutton was transported to Muhlenberg
Regional Medical Center in Plainfield
were he was treated for a leg injury.
Police said they recovered several items
of property from the vehicle including an
undetermined amount of cash along with
both loose packages and cartons of cigarettes believedto have been taken from
the scene of the robbery.
Also recovered was a loaded .380
caliber handgun that contained Hollow Point bullets, police said.
Sutton was charged with armed
robbery, aggravated assault, weapons possession, eluding police, resisting arrest and several motor vehicle violations.
Bail was set by Scotch Plains Municipal Court Judge Brian Levine at
$600,000.
The store manager was treated and
released at Muhlenberg Hospital for
the laceration to his head. There were
no other patrons in the store at the
time of the incident, police said.
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WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Planning Board held a special meeting last Thursday to discuss details of
James Ward’s proposed age-restricted
housing complex at the old Statistical
Research site on Prospect Street. Preliminary and final site plans have
been approved for the project.
The four-story building would consist of 35 luxury units, from 1,800 to
4,000 square feet in size. The building would be age restricted to people
of middle age and older.
Representing the development firm
of Ward & O’Donnell were Attorney
Bruce Bergen of Krevsky, Silber,
Brown and Bergen, and architect
Domingo Diaz of Diaz Architects.
The building’s exterior would consist of standard brick and a shade of
stucco meant to evoke limestone. A
synthetic stucco coating would be
used to “allow elasticity.” The windows would be aluminum, and units
with balconies would have French
doors and wrought iron grates.
Inside the building would be a first
floor community room, two courtyards, two elevators and a ventilated
garage at the lowest level with entrance and exit on Prospect Street.
The building will also include a
trash chute, though recyclables will
be collected from each floor by a
maintenance staff.
Inside the individual units will be a
master bedroom, an extra bedroom
and washer/dryer hookups.
Mr. Ward assured the board of the
units’ quality, saying they “will rival
anything you’ll see in Paris or
Manhattan’s Fifth Avenue.”
Board members questioned Mr.
Diaz about the entrance to the parking facility, which would be enclosed
by a gate system. Because of the
narrowness and business of Prospect

Street, there is no room for queing
while awaiting access, said board
member Robert Newell, who served
as chairman for the meeting.
Mr. Diaz and Mr. Ward explained
that a keypad would be used to trigger
the door, “like E-ZPass,” and that the
door would only take about one second to open, and would begin opening a residents’ cars approach.
“By the time the vehicle gets there,
the door is up,” said Mr. Ward.
Attorney Joseph Murray, representing owners of 133 Prospect Street,
brought up concerns regarding guest
parking, as none is provided for in the
parking level blueprints. Mr. Ward
said that he would expect guests to
use the adjacent parking lot or find
street parking.
Leslie Cascose of Newpointe Realty, LLC which has filed suit against
the town and Ward & O’Donnell challenging the legality of the project
based on the town’s zoning codes,
asked Mr. Diaz several questions
about rooftop structures.
Mr. Diaz explained that there would
be two structures: an elevator bulkhead and a stairway bulkhead, each
seven feet in height. He said that their
size and orientation are in accordance
with building ordinances and will not
be visible from the ground except at
significant distances.
Many residents, it was speculated,
have other properties at the shore or
in warmer climates. Rogica Ursa of
112 Ferris Place expressed concern at
the possibility of resident parking
spaces being rented to commuters
when residents are away.
Mr. Ward told Ms. Ursa that a
homeowners’ association would not
likely allow such a provision.
Another special meeting will be
held in order to finish the proposal
and reach a final action by the
board.

Westfield Traffic Mtg.
Yields Speeding Issues
By DAVID GIALANELLA
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD — “We really have
to be in the habit of driving slower
in Westfield,” said Town Council
Public Safety, Transportation &
Parking Committee Chairman Mark
Ciarrocca Monday night, at the first
of two community outreach meetings. The meetings are being sponsored by the committee as well as
the Citizens Traffic Advisory Committee.
The open public meetings are
aimed at eight traffic and safety
hotspots throughout Westfield.
Monday’s meeting was split into
three 45-minute segments, the first
focusing on Woodland Avenue, the
second on the McKinley School
area, and the third on the Central
Avenue and Clover Street and Ayliffe
Avenue intersection.
Traffic Engineer Gordon Meth of
Keller & Kirkpatrick conducted the
forum.
He identified Woodland Avenue
as a “cut-through route” between
Mountain Avenue and East Broad
Street that sees as many as 500 to
600 cars per hour during peak hours.
Residents of the area said that
drivers travel at excessive speeds,
and that traffic volumes are too
great. They cited the intersection of
Kimball Avenue and Woodland as
especially hazardous.
Rich Kender of Kimball Avenue
told the committee that statistically,
Woodland Avenue pushes more vehicles than does Lawrence Avenue.
He also said that because of a lack
of stop signs and lights between
East Broad and Mountain Avenue,
drivers are able to “build up a good
head of steam” while traversing
Woodland.
“That street needs sidewalks for
safety,” said Woodland Avenue resident Paula Adams, saying children
are particularly at-risk of being
struck by a vehicle.
Some residents would prefer to
keep attractive hedges and lawns by
avoiding curbs and sidewalks. Resident Mercedes Fol-Okamoto highlighted the importance of “keeping
the town residential” and avoiding
a “very ugly urban look.”
Mr. Meth named speed bumps
and better signage as two possible
cures for speeding. He mentioned
turn prohibitions and one-way
streets as possible volume reducers, but said that such measures
“can make it very inconvenient to
live there.”
Councilman Ciarrocca interjected, saying that the speed monitor Westfield has used has been beneficial, and that two more are being

purchased. “The data has been really good,” he said.
Residents of the McKinley School
area — which includes West Broad
Street, Osborn Avenue, First Street
and Pierson Street — said that roads
are literally blocked by doubleparked cars during school drop-off
and pickup.
“I’m concerned for the safety of
the children — concerned with traffic and keeping everybody safe,”
said McKinley Elementary School
Principal Claudia Andreski, who
was in attendance. She also mentioned that there is trouble with bus
circulation due to congestion.
Several residents said that
Westfield High School students
drive through the area at excessive
speeds before and after school, and
during open lunch periods.
Mr. Meth said streets could be
made one-way streets, in a circular
pattern around the school, during
drop-off and pickup hours.
Centraland Clover andAyliffe
Avenue were the final areas discussed. Many residents who live on
the east side of Central would like
to see a traffic light put in that
would allow safe crossing for children accessing Jefferson School.
“Let’s face it — Central Avenue is
a highway,” said Josephine Both of
Boynton Court.
Others, who live on the west side
of Central Avenue are worried that
such a light would defer even more
traffic down their side streets that
lead to Summit Avenue and Boulevard.
Several residents suggested lowering Central Avenue’s speed limit to 25
miles per hour, as is the case in Clark
and further north, towards downtown.
Another resident suggested constricting the width of the road.
“There are no magic bullets,” said
committee member and First Ward
Councilman Sal Caruana. The committee reminded audience members
that compromises must be made in
order to come up with the best
course of action.
Councilman Ciarrocca, who represents the second ward, promoted
“Citizen Radar,” one of the initiatives aimed at getting residents involved in traffic safety. Citizens
who participate in the program are
trained to use radar equipment and
asked to report unsafe drivers for
notification by the Westfield Police
Department.
To voice specific concerns or for
more information regarding Citizen Radar or other initiatives, residents are encouraged to call the
traffic safety hotline at (908) 7896039 or e-mail team@wpdnj.org.

Dorson Baby Care, Inc.
Would you like time, rest and comfort after the birth of your
baby? Dorson Baby Care will give you the attention and care
that you and your baby deserve!
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Boyd Named CEO, President
Of Goodwill In Southern N.J.

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Freeholders Appealing
Renna Lawsuit Opinion

WESTFIELD –Goodwill Indus- labor/human resources and legislatries of Southern New Jersey/Quaker tive affairs, we are confident that
City’s Goodwill’s Board of Trustees Mark has what it takes to carry out
has appointed Mark Boyd of Goodwill’s aggressive strategic plan
Westfield to the position of Presi- for continued growth in Southern
dent and Chief Executive Officer.
New Jersey and Philadelphia,” said
Mr. Boyd served as labor commis- Frank Giordano, Chairman of
sioner under GoverGoodwill’s Board of
nor Christine Todd
Trustees.
Whitman, where he
Since leaving his
was credited with restate post, Mr. Boyd
placing costly unemhas served as an indeployment offices
pendent labor relawith a more cost eftions consultant and
fective phone call-in
attorney for a variety
system; implementof different busiing state-wide Onenesses and unions.
Stop Career Centers,
Mr. Boyd holds a
and securing $20 milBachelor of Arts delion annually from
gree in History from
outside entities to
the University of
launch workplace litMaine and a law deeracy programs and
gree from Rutgers
other educational
University. CurMark Boyd
supports for the hardrently, he resides in
core unemployed.
Westfield with his
In his new position, Mr. Boyd is wife and three sons.
responsible for the overall leaderGoodwill Industries of Southern
ship and daily operations of Good- New Jersey/Quaker City Goodwill
will, a community-based nonprofit is a nonprofit, community-based orwith an operating budget of $14 mil- ganization. Its mission is to provide
lion.
education, job training and employHis duties include monitoring fi- ment services that prepare individunancial affairs; implementing a com- als with disabilities and disadvanprehensive strategic plan; forging re- tages for competitive employment
lationships with new funding in the community. The mass collecsources, legislators and the commu- tion and resale of gently-used items
nity at large, and overall ensuring in Goodwill’s 17 local retail stores
that the agency’s charitable mission generate the funds needed to support
of providing education, job training these worthwhile programs. Goodand employment services that pre- will operates employment training
pare individuals with disabilities and centers in Pennsauken, Stratford,
disadvantages for competitive em- Westampton and Philadelphia.
ployment is fulfilled.
For more information on Good“With over 20 years of experience will, please visit www.goodwillnj.org
working in workforce development, or call (856) 439-0200, ext. 230.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Leader and The Times

HONORED FOR SERVICE…Adjunct Professor at Middlesex County College,
Otto Picard of Scotch Plains, is honored for service at Adjunct Development Day
in March. Pictured above, Mr. Picard is presented with a watch for 60 semesters
of teaching by College President Joann La Perla-Morales.

County Surrogate Cautions
Of Changes In Probate Law
COUNTY — Union County Surrogate James S. LaCorte is informing
the public about a major change to
New Jersey’s probate law that could
have dramatic effects on many Union
County families.
“Recent revisions in the New Jersey Probate Code have created a situation that will make it necessary for
many people with a Last Will and
Testament to have it reviewed again
by their attorneys. For those without
wills, the new changes will have the
effect of making it mandatory to have
a will,” Surrogate LaCorte said.
While improving some outdated
areas of the old law, the legislation,
which went into effect on March 1,
has also created new potential inheritance problems for some families,
Mr. LaCorte said. One example would
occur in the case of long-term separated spouses who have not gone
through the actual legal process of a
divorce:
A husband and wife separate. Their
children assume responsibility for the
care of their mother. The separation
continues for 15 years, during which
time there is no contact between the
spouses. The children spend every
day tending to their mother’s needs.
The wife dies without a Last Will and
Testament. Under the old Probate
code, the children would receive onehalf of their mother’s estate, minus a
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$50,000 initial credit to the husband.
Under the new code, the children
receive nothing.
“This is hardly the result the deceased wife would expect or want,
but in this and other situations, a Will
is now mandatory to avoid this potential hardship,” Mr. LaCorte said.
“This is just one example of how
the new law will impact people’s
lives,” Mr. LaCorte said. “All levels
of a family, from grandparents to
parents to siblings to children, will be
affected. The rights of creditors have
also been dramatically changed.”
The probate changes underscore
the importance for every adult of having a proper last will and testament.
That document can avoid costly legal
fees and family discord, Surrogate
LaCorte said.
“With a proper Last Will and Testament, probating a will is not a costly
process,” the Surrogate stated. “The
will is a vital legal document. Making
sure everything is handled properly
can avoid conflict and hardship for
family members later,” he said.
As the County Surrogate, Mr.
LaCorte is responsible for probating
wills and appointing executors, administrators, guardians and trustees
of decedents’ estates, among other
constitutionally mandated duties.
Before being elected in 1999, Surrogate LaCorte was an attorney in
private practice.
Union County residents with questions about Probate changes or related matters can call the Surrogate’s
office at (908) 527-4280.

COUNTY — The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders are expected to take action tonight to provide
another $5,000 in funding for an appeal
of a ruling that found the county improperly dismissed a county employee
in 2003.
Joe Renna, who twice unsuccessfully ran for freeholder – as an independent in 2003 and as a Republican last
year — was eventually fired from the
county’s Department of Economic
Development in 2004. He was employed by the county for three years.
The board’s approval of an additional $5,000 in legal fees will bring the
total paid to Garrubbo, Romankow,
Rinaldo and Capece of Westfield to
$32,500. Of that, $10,000 has been
charged since September of 2004.
Last September, Mr. Renna described
the litigation as an “administrative law
proceeding.” He has said the county
attempted to terminate his employment
on four additional occasions after the
initial dismissal, which was overturned,
and on which the lawsuit was based.
Administrative Law Judge Margaret
M. Hayden in Newark handed the decision down last summer. Mr. Renna said
he eventually opted to no longer fight
the later attempts and was eventually
dismissed by the county.
In other business, the board is also
expected to authorize the hiring of Geese
Police, Inc. of Howell to rid the county’s
golf courses of geese through the use of
Border Collie patrols. The 18-week
contract will be for $5,850.
In answering an inquiry from Freeholder Nancy Ward of Linden, Parks
and Recreation Director Charles
Sigmund said the Border Collies are
used to “harass the geese and attempt to
chase them off our properties.”
Mr. Sigmund, who said the collies
were used with success last fall, are
used for one hour a day at each of the
county’s four public golf courses: Ash
Brook in Scotch Plains, Oak Ridge in
Clark and Galloping Hill in Union.
“It gets reduced per day as the geese
lessen,” Mr. Sigmund told the board.
In other business, the board will vote
on a resolution to authorize an increase
of $279,743 in the contract to Della
Pello Paving, for a total of $2,658,318.
Director of Engineering and Public
Works Frank Dann said the change
order represents a 7.9 percent increase
in the contract. He said the bulk of the
work, which has been completed, involved milling and paving of Burnet
Avenue in Union. He said the contractor had to do extensive work underneath the base of the road.
When questioned by Freeholder
Adrian Mapp, Mr. Dann said he was
basing the percent increase on the original contract. He said the previous change
order was a decrease in the contract.
The board is expected to approve
Summit’s request to close Broad Street
from Summit Avenue to Maple Street

from noon to 5 p.m. on Sunday, May 1,
for the Our House Foundation 5-Mile
Run.
A resolution will be on the agenda
tonight to endorse the Priority Populations Plan as required by the New Jersey Department of Human Services.
According to the resolution, the plan
is designed to enable the county to
assess the human services needs of
priority populations and to determine if
existing services are adequate. The state
mandate follows a number of reported
child neglect cases that escaped detection by the state Division of Youth and
Family Services.
Union County Department of Human Services Director Frank Guzzo
said future state funding allocations to
the county would be based on the
county’s plan.
The board is set to extend the lease to
the YMCA of Eastern Union County to
rent the first floor of the Andrew K.
Ruotolo, Jr. Justice Complex in Elizabeth for child care services. The contract is for $3,745 a month, or $45,000
annually.
On another issue, several freeholders
questioned a contract to Community
Access Unlimited of Elizabeth to provide anger management training for
male and female inmates at the Union
County Jail, at a total cost of $30,000.
Freeholder Dan Sullivan asked how
the county would be evaluating the
success of the training, noting he would
like to determine, “is it wise to spend
the money or is it a waste of the money.”
Freeholder Ward questioned whether
this was a first-time contract to Community Access for this type of service,
and also what type of qualifications the
testers have to conduct such a program.
Department of Public Safety Director Harold Gibson noted that the program is not being funded by a grant. He
said the goal of the program was “to get
the training started as soon as possible”
followed by an evaluation “to see if it is
appropriate to do this again.”

WF Library Friends
Schedule Bus Trip
WESTFIELD - The Friends of the
Westfield Memorial Library have
scheduled a trip to Franklin Delano
Roosevelt’s home and museum in
Hyde Park, N.Y. on Tuesday May 10.
A private tour of the Culinary Institute of America is included.
The cost of the trip, which includes
transportation, tours and a luncheon
is $60. The bus will depart from the
library at 550 East Broad Street
promptly at 7:45 a.m. and arrive back
in Westfield at approximately 6:30
p.m.
Interested persons are asked to send
their checks, made payable to Friends
of the Westfield Library, along with
their telephone number, to Phyllis
O’Brien, 23 Fairhill Road, Westfield
07090.

OWEN BRAND
Your Home-Town
MORTGAGE BANKER

HOURS: Mon - Sat 9 AM - 9:30 PM • Sun 12 PM - 8 PM

Your Easter Sunday Dinner

ISB MORTGAGE CO., LLC

Ham or Lamb, we have got you covered
HAM

LAMB

Vallona Pignoletto (Italy) 2002 $15.99

Susana Balbo Malbec (Argentina) 2002 $27.99

A rare northern Italian grape full of almonds, flowers & grapefruit.

All it should be - black pepper, earth and huge spicy black fruits.

Boggy Creek Pinot Gris (Australia) 2002 $16.99

Sapphire Hill Syrah (U.S.) 1998 $40.99

From the alpine portion of Victoria with spicy pear, custard apple, earth
tones and subtle old oak.

A mature wine drinking at its peak and showing spice and dark berry fruit.

Paulinshof Riesling Halbtrocken (Germany) 2003 $15.99

Cusumano Benuara (Italy) 2002 $14.99

A winery since 960, they make this mild slightly sweet wine with
nectarine and slatey minerals.

A Sicilian blend of Nero D’ Avola and Syrah with purple fruits, earth
tones and a touch of violets.

Chanson Gevrey-Chambertin 2002 (France) $44.99

Le Galantin Bandol (France) 2001 $17.99

A classic cherry and earth toned wine that is full and deep; not heavy or tannic.

Full-bodied Southern French blend of Mourvedre and Grenache that tastes
like dark plums and blackberry.

20% Off
10% Off
any 6 bottles
or more of wine

Mix and Match is O.K. Sales Items are excluded. 750 ml Only.

RUM
Captain Morgan
Bacardi Silver
Bacardi Gold
Malibu
WHISKEY
Jack Daniels
Jim Beam
Seagrams 7
SCOTCH
Dewars White Label
Chivas Regal
Johnnie Walker Black
Johnnie Walker Red
Clan MacGregor

10

%

OFF

Any 2 bottles of
wine with
this coupon

obrand@isbmortgageco.com
Licensed Mortgage Bankers - NJ Dept. of Banking
Equal Housing Lender

• Weight Loss
• Anxiety

750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml

$30.99
$33.99
$24.99
$26.99
$18.99
$30.99
$23.99
$13.99
$13.99

1.75L
1.75L
750ml
750ml
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L

$23.99
$18.99
$18.99
$23.99

1.75L
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L

$34.99
$22.99
$14.99

1.75L
1.75L
1.75L

$32.99
$51.99
$55.99
$31.99
$16.99

1.75L
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L

Mix and Match is O.K. Sales Items are excluded. 750 ml Only.

Expires 03/30/05

Bombay Sapphire
Tanqueray
Hendricks
Beefeater
Gordons
Seagrams

$33.99
$30.99
$27.99
$28.99
$13.99
$15.99

1.75L
1.75L
750ml
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L

VALUE WINES
Sutter Home Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Mondavi Coastal Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Beringer Founders Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Woodbridge Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Vendange Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Fetzer Cabernet/Chardonnay
Cavit Pinot Grigio
Walnut Crest Cabernet
Cesari Pinot Grigio
Bolla Soave
Beringer White Zinfandel
Franzia Burgundy/Chablis/Chianti
Carlos Rossi Burgundy/Chablis/Paisano/Sangria

$8.99
$16.99
$15.99
$10.99
$6.99
$13.99
$11.99
$8.99
$9.99
$10.99
$8.99
$8.99
$8.99

1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
5L
4L

CORDIALS
Baileys
Romana Sambuca
Kahlua
Southern Comfort
Amaretto Di Saronno

$17.99
$17.99
$14.99
$13.99
$18.99

750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml

We reserve the right to limit quantities while
quantities last. Not responsible for typographical
errors. All prices do not include state sales tax.

• Eating Disorders
• Panic Attacks

• Substance Use
• Cutting

• Fears
• OCD

• Performance Enhancement - career, school, sports, arts

GIN

VODKA
Absolut 80
Ketel One
Grey Goose
Pravda
Smirnoff
Stolichnaya
Skyy
Wolfschmidt
Gordons

Local: (908) 789-2730
Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 26

EASTER SPECIAL

any 12 bottles
or more of wine

YOUR FAVORITE WINES
$10.99
Toasted Head Chardonnay
$8.99
Blackstone Merlot
$9.99
J Lohr Chardonnay
$12.99
Simi Chardonnay
BV Costal Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay/Pinot Noir $7.99
$8.99
Hess Select Chardonnay

Residential - Construction
Commercial - Bridge Loans

Medical Hypnosis
is my

Primary Specialty
Dr. Ron Glassman, Ph.D., M.P.H., C.Ht.
Board Certified #H14674 Registered & Insured
Affiliated - Columbia University Medical School
Member - American Board of Hypnotherapy
Member - International Association of Counselors & Therapists
Member - American Board of Professional Hypnotherapists
Senior Editor - Case Studies in Medical Hypnosis
Guest Lecturer - Cornell, NYU, Mt. Sinai, St. Barnabus, Overlook
- USA Synicated News Radio

Mountainside, NJ & New York, NY
www.MedicalHypnosis.info 908-301-0039
AMA-approved. Drug-free. Risk free.
I help over 1,200 people each year, one at a time.
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Scotch Plains-Fanwood School News

‘Achieving Your Potential’
Midst Carrots & Sticks
by Carol Choye, PhD., Superintendent of Schools

The No Child Left Behind (NCLB)
federal education legislation is an
interesting mixture of “carrots and
sticks,” positive goals mixed with
negative consequences.
The NCLB legislation takes the
positive and laudable step of setting
high expectations for all students. It
sets increasingly rigorous benchmarks for achievement on state assessment tests over the next several
years.
The legislation requires the reporting of test results for all students and,
for the first time, broken out for a
number of sub-groups based on socioeconomic status, race and ethnicity,
and learning disabilities.
In all, 40 indicators of progress
have been set. If the benchmarks set
for every sub-group are not met, even
if only one of the 40 indicators is not
achieved, an entire school is labeled
“in need of improvement” for failing
to make “annual yearly progress”
(AYP). This negative label may, in
fact, be based on the performance of
a handful of students.
In Scotch Plains-Fanwood, where
our goal has always been to help
every child succeed, we decided to
meet the challenges of NCLB by turning federal concerns over achieving
AYP into a positive local program for
our students, redefining AYP as
“Achieve Your Potential.”
Based on the knowledge that students thrive when they are positively
supported and encouraged, the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPFHS) AYP program was designed
to provide identified students with
the extra measures of attention, support, and caring that can promote
success in their studies as well as on
the “high stakes” tests they face each
year.
Designing the SPFHS “Achieve
Your Potential” program involved the
collaborative efforts of the entire
school community. Early in the school
year, administrators, supervisors,
teachers, and counselors collected and
analyzed existing data on students’
test and classroom performance and
conducted a student survey in order
to identify those students who would
most likely benefit from an intense
program of skills enhancement and
test preparation.
SPFHS Principal Dr. David Heisey
took the lead in promoting the program to the 100+ identified students
and their parents to encourage participation and bolster student motivation.
Through professional development
activities, our teachers in special education, mathematics, and language
arts realigned the junior curriculum
to create a framework of those skills

Subscribe Online
goleader.com/subscribe

assessed in the High School Proficiency Assessment (HSPA). Teachers also designed a pull-out tutorial
program in math and language arts
that allowed students to receive extra
skill support during a portion of their
physical education time while still
meeting state physical education requirements.
An evening program was set up
where students could hone their testtaking skills. Even Saturday detention time was used to provide extra
academic enrichment for students.
Parents were involved from the early
inception of the program until its
completion and student incentives,
team-building activities, and a culminating celebration were important
elements of the program. A generous
grant from Provident Bank in Scotch
Plains helped underwrite the project.
By now, the intense work of the
program has been done and this year’s
tests have been taken. It remains to be
seen how well our students have
scored according to the official numbers. But, if I were to judge from the
smiling and excited faces of our students as they returned from a recent
team-building activity, our local
“AchieveYour Potential” program has
achieved its goal.
I believe we built a strong program
based on positive initiatives that help
students feel smart and able enough
to meet the tasks at hand, that teach
them that learning is enjoyable, and
that let them know they are worthy of
help and support from the adults in
their lives.
I commend and congratulate everyone involved in these exceptional
efforts — students, staff, parents, and
community supporters — for helping
to make this project a success.
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Master Gardeners Announce
Spring Speaker Series
WESTFIELD – The Rutgers Cooperative Research & Extension Master Gardeners of Union County are
getting ready for the 2005 Spring
Garden Speaker’s Series.
Attendees will learn some valuable
and fun information as well as gaining
great tips on gardening subjects. Classes
are free , but space is limited. Lectures
will start at 7:30 p.m. Call Rutgers
Cooperative Research & Extension at
(908) 654-9854 to reserve your seat.
The lecture series is as follows: “Vegetable Gardening,” Thursday, April 7.
Master Gardener Steve Schoeman will
discuss the different aspects of vegetable gardening such as bed preparation, seed selection, varieties, spacing,
watering, fertilizing and harvesting.
Flowers and herbs to accompany the
garden will also be discussed.
“All You Would Ever Want to Know
about Bats” lecture is scheduled for
Tuesday, April 12. How do they see in
the dark? How should one deal with
these unexpected visitors? Why are bats
so vital to the survival of the rain forests? Do vampire bats attack humans?
One lucky person in attendance will
receive a bat house to take home and
everyone will receive plans on how to
build a simple bat house.
Master Gardener Glenn Owens, who
has been actively involved with bats for
23 years, will be the lecturer.
“Ikebana, The Art of Japanese
Flower Arranging” is scheduled for
Thursday, April 28. The newest Master Gardener speaker, Alice Flandrup,
will lecture about the beginnings of
Ikebana in Japan, the meaning and
interpretation of the different arrangements, and various flowers and ferns
that lend themselves well to Ikebana.
“Shade Gardening,” instructed by
Master Gardener Andrea Landis, is
scheduled for Thursday, May 5. This
lecture will teach gardeners how to
select the right plants that will survive

and thrive in the shade.
“Epiphytic Cactus” is scheduled
for Thursday, May 19. Epiphytic Cactus, known commonly as orchid cactus, is easy to care for and produces
some of the most beautiful flowers in
the plant kingdom. Master Gardener
Dr. Eve Shaw will discuss orchid
cactus and their close relatives.
Soil test kits will be made available at each lecture for $10 each.
They are very valuable in helping to
evaluate and repair soil. Classes are
held at the County Administration
Building, located at 300 North Avenue East in Westfield. Parking is
available in the back of the building.

Forrester Blasts
Dem. Opponent
AREA — Doug Forrester, Republican candidate for Governor, today criticized Senator Jon Corzine for claiming he can bring “management approaches” to New Jersey government.
“Over the last four years, Jon
Corzine funded the political bosses
and supported the politicians that created this mess for New Jersey: outrageously high taxes, exorbitant spending, and runaway corruption,” said
Mr. Forrester. “To promise a business
approach now is just campaign rhetoric - where was Jon Corzine last year
when his cronies increased spending
17 percent and created a $4 billion
deficit for our taxpayers to shoulder?
As governor, I’ll bring real reform to
New Jersey by eliminating wasteful
spending and rooting out corruption
so we can lower property taxes for
New Jersey families.”

KEEPING KIDS WARM…The Handcrafter Group of the Women’s Association
of the Community Presbyterian Church of Mountainside is knitting, crocheting
and sewing fleece blankets for patients at Children’s Specialized Hospital in
Mountainside. The group meets on the second Saturday of every month at 10 a.m.
in the church’s Memorial Room at Meeting House Lane and Deer Path in
Mountainside. New members are welcome.

BOYLE FINANCIAL
ASSOCIATES, LLC
917 Mountain Avenue • Mountainside, NJ

908-232-8977
Boyleassociates@aol.com

INSURANCE • INVESTMENTS
LONG TERM CARE
Insurance products are offered through Signator Insurance Agency Inc., an affiliate
of John Hancock Life Insurance Company, Boston, MA 02117.

Do You Have To
Go To Court?

JON M. BRAMNICK
Certified Civil Trial Attorney
Personal Injury Law
BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ
MITTERHOFF
GRABAS & WOODRUFF

1827 East Second Street
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

908-322-7000

E mail: jonbramnick@jonbramnick.com

It’s Time to
Celebrate … You.
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Mark your calendar for Celebrating Women, a free day
of laughter and learning featuring Star Jones.
Join us and keynote speaker Star Jones, co-host of ABC-TV’s The View, as she
shares the story of her journey from determined law student to national celebrity
and answers questions from the audience. Celebrating Women will also feature
presentations by Overlook Hospital’s medical experts that explore a wide range
of issues, including:
• Stress management
• Pregnancy
• Plastic surgery options

• Heart disease
• Raising healthy and confident kids
• Cancer risks as you age

Before the lectures, you can visit educational displays and take advantage of
free cholesterol and blood pressure screenings. In addition, 25 coupons for free
bone density and body fat screenings will be raffled off, and you can enjoy a
free luncheon.

Saturday, April 30, 7:30AM to 2:00PM
Overlook Hospital, 99 Beauvoir Avenue, Summit, New Jersey
Call 1-800-AHS-9580 today to reserve your spot at Celebrating Women.
Hurry — space is limited.
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Readers Are Urged to Examine the
School Budgets in This Edition
This edition contains the legal notices of the proposed school budgets for the coming year, which will
be presented to the voters on April 19 for approval or
disapproval.
The proposed Scotch Plains-Fanwood Public School
System Budget is printed on page 16. The proposed
Westfield Public School System Budget is printed on
page 18.
We suggest that you examine and compare these
budget proposals and write to us with comments to
share with others.
Our staff will review the budgets over the next few
weeks and write about them prior to the voting. In
advance, we thank the school officials, board members
and candidates who have agreed to interviews to discuss the matters. Their comments will be included.
Westfield School Superintendent Dr. William Foley
and Westfield Board of Education President Anne Reigel
have agreed to discuss the school system initiatives
with this newspaper today (Thursday). A 10-minute
video will be made of the discussion to be aired on the
Internet at www.goleader.com starting this weekend.
The interview will be printed next week.
Westfield is fortunate to have five candidates running to serve on the school board where three seats are
becoming vacant. Scotch Plains has three candidates
vying for the two open seats. Fanwood has one candidate seeking the open seat. Regrettably, Mountainside
only has one candidate seeking to serve with two seats
being open.
The Westfield candidates have been writing letters
on their views for the office, which we gladly print. We
have received little input from the candidates seeking
office in Scotch Plains-Fanwood and Mountainside.
There’s still time for them to write to the newspaper.
We hope they do, and we will print their views.
We are concerned about a system where administrators and teachers are frustrated, few citizens are willing

to serve on boards, where voting is held during strange
months and at odd hours, where few people vote and
where expenditures are sky-rocketing.
Our state government is worried too, for good reason. They are making noises with several proposals to
reinvent the system, but no clear picture has yet emerged.
Our area is more fortunate than others because of the
good schools – not so for some of our not-too-distant
neighbors such as Plainfield, Roselle and Hillside.
It appears to us that citizen involvement, debate and
competition are key factors for communities to achieve
good public schools. We urge your involvement.

On Another Subject:
Ward Project & Newpointe
In Westfield, the Ward residential development proposal on Prospect Street seems to have the favor of the
townspeople. But, the Newpointe Realty office proposal by Michael Zemsky at New Street has fallen into
disfavor. Newpointe Realty is now suing the town and
the Ward organization.
We think Ward & O’Donnell Property Development
Company has earned the well-deserved reputation for
building not only superior quality projects; but projects
that prove to be beneficial to the community as well.
Their mission seems to be, “fit into the community,
don’t expect the community to fit you in.”
We look forward to the completion of the 50-dwelling,
age restricted residential development on Prospect Street
because we are confident that it will have the same highclass feel that is characteristic of Mr. Ward. It will serve
a vital part of our community: older residents.
We have a different feeling about the record and
tactics that transpired with the Newpointe Realty
project. As such, we’re more than disappointed about
the lawsuit they initiated.

Reader’s View: If We Are to Respect the
Office of President, His Office Must Respect Us
I just had to address two of the letters
that were published in The Westfield
Leader last week (March 17).
The first one was written by Frank Arena
of Westfield. In his letter, he made varied
references to the so-called “Liberal Elite.”
I know that this term has gained a lot of
popularity in the past few years. Now I
understand where it comes from.
Many of the liberals we see and hear on
TV like Barbara Streisand, Tim Robbins,
Susan Sarandon and Danny Goldberg are
individuals who reside in Hollywood and
exist in a much higher tax bracket than the
rest of us. The funny thing is that the
individuals who perpetuate the use of this
term - people like Rush Limbaugh, Sean
Hannity and Laura Ingraham - are far
from “regular Joe’s” themselves.
You will not catch any of these people
eating at Ferrara’s, playing golf at Oak
Ridge, or driving a Chevy. In fact, these
people are part of the same social network
and tax bracket as their arch nemesis: the
Liberal Elite.
Truth be told, they are the “Conservative Elite.” They preach to us mere Philistines from their ivory towers, and thank
heavens they do. Because without them,
we wouldn’t know any better.
The second letter was written by Heidi

Hylan of Westfield. At the end of her
letter, which addressed the protests the
day President Bush was in town, she says;
“But Freedom is the reward when everyone follows the rules. Everyone. Sometimes we take for granted that our freedom comes with some restrictions.”
Ms. Hylan, if everyone is to follow the
rules, that means the Government as well.
The “Town Meeting” that took place in
Westfield with President Bush was far
from that. How were tickets handed out?
Who got them? How many individuals
with opposing views were given a seat
inside the armory and/or allowed a forum
to ask questions?
Why were the protesters positioned so
far from where the President was to be?
Maybe the way to avoid arrests and violence is to give the opposition a legitimate
voice.
Instead of “allowing” the protesters to
march completely out of sight, maybe
they could have marched at the high school
athletic field across the street? There could
have been a rigorous security check for
anyone wishing to be on the field: including metal detecters, police with wands,
bomb sniffing dogs, etc.
Yes, we do live in times of heightened
security, but all that means is the govern-
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ment needs to adjust to that. It does not
mean that our voice should become less
significant or important.
If people want Americans to respect
the office of the President, then his office
has to respect us — even when we don’t
agree with him.
America was founded on protests. The
Boston Tea Party, for example, was far
from an elegant affair involving crisp
linen, finger sandwiches, and crumpets
— quite the contrary. It was pretty violent
but essential to us becoming our own,
individual, free nation. Without protests
(again many of which were violent) Civil
Rights and Women’s Rights would not
exist.
In a Democracy, it is our duty to not
only protest, but to question the government constantly. Instead of “restricting”
some of our freedoms, in these times we
should exaggerate them. It is our job and duty.
I think U.S. Supreme Court Justice
Anthony Kennedy summed it up when he
said; “The First Amendment is often inconvenient. But that is besides the point.
Inconvenience does not absolve the government of its obligation to tolerate
speech.”
Patrick Cerria
Westfield

Letters to the Editor
After Hype Wears Off, Children
Tend to Lose Interest in Rabbits
With Easter just around the corner,
kids are tempted now more than ever to
ask their parents for two things: candy
and bunnies. Bunnies make excellent pets,
but Easter is a problem to a lot of bunnies
in stores.
There have been many cases across the
U.S. that include a child wanting a rabbit
for Easter, and get it, but as soon as the
initial “hype” wears off, or as soon as the
child gets bored of the rabbit, it’s either
neglected in its cage with improper attention and love, or abandoned on the side of
the road with nothing to help it fend
against the weather, or people.
According
to
http://
www.michiganrabbitrescue.org/
soyourchild.htm, dwarf rabbits, which
commonly weigh between three and five
pounds, are the most common rabbit to
get for a child, since they’re so small.
They are, however, the unfriendliest type
of rabbit. They bite a lot, and are very
skittish, and thus prone to scratching
people. Smaller children do better with

larger rabbits. But even the large rabbits
are noisy. The clanging of the water bottle
when bunnies get hungry may be music to
a rabbit-lovers ears, but at 3 a.m., it gets
frustrating to a parent trying to lull their
two-year-old back to sleep.
Most importantly, the common mistake for children is mishandling rabbits.
Rabbits are prey animals, and should be
treated as such by children. They’re easily scared, and should always make the
first move when being introduced to a
child.
Also, a child’s crayons or paints could
be fatal to a rabbit, as could the carpet in
a household. A rabbit that ingests even a
small bit of carpet could get a blockage in
their throat that has been proven to cause
the rabbit’s death. I have a rabbit I love
dearly, but I’ve heard too many stories
about rabbits bought for a child for Easter
that weren’t properly cared for.
Courtney Phillips
Westfield

Fanwood Advisory Committee Members
Refute Councilman Kline’s Claims
We read with great interest Councilman Kline’s article regarding the recently
adopted Revised Fanwood Development
Plan. He said that, “this administration,
which prides itself on open communication, has effectively censored a fair and
balanced discussion of the relevant issues.”
Nothing could be further from the truth.
Mayor Mahr established the Fanwood
Downtown Advisory Committee in April
2004. This bipartisan committee had a
cross-section of residents, property owners and merchants. The Committee had to
overcome a great deal of mistrust among
the owners and merchants toward local
government caused by the previous administration and the proposal by Landmark Developers.
With the assistance of the Schoor
DePalma consulting firm, the Committee
proceeded with a rigorous nine-month
public forum on the issues. We sought and
received the opinions of the affected property owners and merchants, and then held
three well-publicized, open public forums
to maximize input from all Fanwood residents.
More than 200 residents attended those
public forums. If Councilman Kline believes that the process established by this
administration didn’t result in a fair discussion of the issues, it is because the
councilman did not attend any of the public forums.
How can Councilman Kline critique
the process when he never participated in
the public forums? Even the title of his
article (“Councilman Has Concerns on
Fanwood Redevelopment”) is very
troublesome. If, as a resident, he had
concerns, he had every opportunity to
participate in the process. More importantly, as an elected public official with
concerns, he had an obligation to the
residents of the Borough to express them
during the process of plan development.
Instead, Councilman Kline chose not
to participate, nor provide any concerns

during the nine-month public process.
The Councilman’s comments regarding
the revised plan, which relies on property
owners to individually develop their own
properties, or to work in concert with one
another, may be a valid concern and one
recognized by the committee.
However, if Landmark remained as the
designated developer for the entire site
(of which Councilman Kline was an “ardent proponent”), a number of property
owners would never sell to Landmark, a
conclusion reached by the committee in
their discussions with the owners.
Therefore, the entire site development
process by Landmark would not have
occurred without the use of eminent domain by the Borough.
The mayoral election in November
2003 still remains as a testament to
Fanwood residents’ disdain for eminent
domain and condemnation of private property which would be turned over to a
single private developer. As a matter of
fact, the United States Supreme Court is
currently hearing a challenge by residents
against a Connecticut city over this same
issue.
The Councilman also expresses concerns over the transfer of development
rights (TDR) pilot program, which will
be studied by the Borough as a way to
ensure the preservation of the Fanwood
Historic District. The program is just the
beginning of a study phase in Fanwood,
which will also be accompanied by public
forums.
This study is just beginning, so it is
much too premature for Councilman Kline
to express his concerns. Perhaps this time,
if the councilman has concerns, he will
take part and express those issues during
the process, not just before it starts or after
it is over.
April Dunleavy
Edward Tamallanca Fanwood
Members of the Fanwood Downtown
Advisory Committee

Money Given to Governor’s Brother
Could Have Funded Local Programs
I read with interest the recent Star
Ledger article concerning the salary “adjustment” for Deputy Attorney General
Robert Codey, brother to Acting Governor Richard Codey. According to the
Ledger of March 13, Robert Codey, received a salary almost $25,000 higher
than the maximum salary established by
regulations after being assigned to help
the Union County prosecutor’s office.
I was distressed, but not surprised, to
learn the Union County Freeholders were
instrumental in raising the salary, in the
process boosting Mr. Codey’s pension
by $12,000 a year for the rest of his life.
According to state officials, Union
County could have had Mr. Codey’s
services for free because he was being
paid by the state. Nevertheless, the allDemocratic Freeholder Board, offered
to supplement his salary by another
$46,731.
As a third term cuncilman in the Borough of Fanwood, I am well aware of the
escalating costs of providing municipal
services. Thus, it is even more frustrating

when the county squanders taxpayer dollars on undeserved or unnecessary salary
increases.
In Fanwood, that same $46,731 could
buy two police cars, fund our Board of
Health contract, or operate our fire department for an entire year. However, the
true cost is even higher, as the one-time
adjustment boosts Mr. Codey’s annual
pension by $12,000 for life.
Residents of Union County should ask
themselves how $46,000 plus $12,000
per year could have been put to more
productive use in their own communities:
perhaps another police officer, an afterschool recreation program for children,
or new textbooks. It’s unconscionable
that our freeholders enrich political cronies at the expense of taxpayers they have
sworn to serve.
Stuart S. Kline
Member, Fanwood Borough
Council
Candidate for Union County
Freeholder

Comments at Meeting on President’s
Visit Called An Embarrassment
The way certain citizens of the Town of
Westfield reacted against President Bush,
mayor, town council and employees during the town council meeting that took
place on March 4, is a shame and an
embarrassment for the rest of the citizens
of the town.
All the citizens of Westfield should
feel honored by the visit of such an icon of

District News
Ferguson Named Vice
Chair of Subcommittee
WASHINGTON – The House of
Representatives Energy and Commerce Committee has named that Rep.
Mike Ferguson, (R-7) vice chairman
of its Health Subcommittee.
“I’m honored to be named vice
chairman of the Health Subcommittee,” Rep. Ferguson said. “New Jersey serves as the home of the most
prestigious hospitals, healthcare institutes and pharmaceutical companies in the world, and the important
work of the subcommittee will affect
my constituents in New Jersey and
every American.”
“I look forward to being an active
voice on the subcommittee and in
support of Chairman Deal,” Rep.
Ferguson said.
In addition to the Health Subcommittee, Rep. Ferguson also serves as a
member of the Subcommittee on Telecommunications and the Internet; Subcommittee on Commerce, Trade and
Consumer Protection, and Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations.

the world and the superb job in which the
town officials and employees handled the
entire matter.
When noticing this behavior, one cannot help comparing such an attitude with
that of the people from some other countries of the Middle East.
The United States of America is a country, which should be used as an example
for those countries President Bush is trying to unify through the implementation
of democracies throughout the entire
world.
The 2004 presidential elections came
and are now over. There is no reason why
people in this country should continue
being divisive against issues that would
benefit the poor and middle class people
of this country. The Social Security program was created with the sole purpose of
providing some economic relief to fellow
retiree. The funds of this program are now
at the verge of depletion.
Unless we can come up with a better
idea, we should support President Bush’s
plan to move aside a portion of those
taxes and invest them in a vehicle that
would provide a better return for the working class.
This is a fact throughout the entire
corporate world, specifically the banking
industry. This plan has been applied and
it is a proven fact that when people retire
from their employments they have the
option of either receiving the entire investment in one lump sum or in a form of
an annuity for the rest of their lives.
With these investments, although they
are privately managed, the employee has
the option to select the type of vehicle
they want to invest in i.e. mutual funds,
stock and bonds. This option is left up to
the employee to decide.
Mario A. Ovalle
Roselle Park
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Diction Deception
Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of diction?
If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!
All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.
Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Illaqueate – To entrap or ensnare
2. Hogmanay – New Year’s Eve
3. Mazer – A large drinking goblet or
bowl
4. Fraischeur – Coolness; freshness
CAPYBARA
1. A large Asiatic flying squirrel
2. A street vender; a seller of fruits and
vegetables
3. A large, tailless, partcially webfootwed rodent of South America
4. A West Indian slow-moving coasting craft built for carrying goods
TICPOLONGA
1. An extremely venomous Indian snake
2. A slingshot
3. A fool or imbecile
4. A skin disease caused by a fungus;
ringworm
RUNCATION
1. Characterized by being pierced with
holes
2. Pertaining to plundering or looting
3. Furrowed or grooved
4. A weeding
GINGILI
1. A Brazilian parakeet
2. A gipsy
3. Sesame seed or the oil from it
4. Sharpness; eagerness

Letters to the Editor
See more letters on Page 5

Pat Quattrocchi Should
Have Received An
Award for Her Work
When I nominated Patricia Quattrocchi
for the Union County Women of Excellence Award for her volunteerism with
domestic violence victims, I didn’t expect her to be chosen.
I mostly did it in protest to what the
Union County Democratic Committee did
to slander Pat during the election with a
flyer distributed in her hometown of
Garwood which stated among other things
“Shame
on
you
Patricia
Quattrocchi.....She has no family values
and should be ashamed of herself.”
However, not even I expected to see
listed among the eight winners of this
“prestigious” award to be none other than
Angela Devanney (the wife of Union
County Manager George Devanney and
current Berkeley Heights Township Administrator).
How appropriate.
As far as Pat’s supposed lack of family
values I’d like you to know that Pat has
seven children, two are handicapped. She
takes care of her elderly parents and still
finds time to be involved in her community and is an active member of the Lions
Club. She also has an amazing record as
a domestic violence responder volunteer.
Tina Renna
Cranford

Busloads of Protestors
Was Not Shameful But
Democracy in Action
Heidi Hylan, in her letter to the editor
in the March 17 edition of The Westfield
Leader, says that “[bringing] busloads of
people to protest the President’s message
in a small town community like Westfield
is shameful.” Actually, the word that
comes to mind is not shameful, but democracy.
The right to peacefully assemble and
protest is one of our most cherished rights.
Certainly, we all agree that additional
security measures in these uncertain times
are prudent. However, to imply that the
events of 9/11 have now completely taken
that right away, as Ms. Hylan does, is
what is shameful.
Instead of actively protesting, we are
told to “write a letter.” While letter writing can be a powerful means of communication, where would this country be if
people like Rosa Parks and the Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. had just wrote letters?
Would communism have fallen if people
in Poland and the former Soviet Union
just wrote letters?
Aren’t there times that a Million Man
March is more effective than a Million
Letters Sent? Mentioning several famous
mass murderers, none of which are germane to this situation, further weakens
Ms. Hylan’s position. Colin Ferguson
killed people on a train; does that mean
we should ban train travel, in addition to
political protests? Perhaps most discouraging about the letter is her disagreement
with the philosophy that “...we think that
our message or our point of view must be
heard, even if our venue for expressing
our views is antagonistic.” That is precisely what separates democracies from
other forms of government. Our message
or our point of view may not be enacted
into law, but we have every right to express it peacefully, whether it is at the
ballot box, in a letter to the editor, in a
segregated bus, or at a protest rally. Without that right, what did our forefathers
fight for?
Marc Simmons
Westfield

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm
Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm
Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com
Phone - (908) 232-4407
Mail-PO Box 250, Westfield 07091
PO Box 368, Scotch Plains 07076
For more information, see
www.goleader.com
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Westfield Girl Scout Dads
Say ‘Cookies Fear Me’

ESSAY AWARDS – Mount St. Mary students receive awards for “Voice of
Democracy” essays. Pictured, left to right, are: Olivia Mode, Eva Marie Wash,
Mr. Frank Chupko, Alison Christie, Katie Sullivan and Brooke Fahringer,
teacher of American History I.

Letters to the Editor
County Republicans Will Have Choice
Of Candidates for Governor
Nearly 500 members of the Union
County Republican Committee came together on Saturday, March 12, at their
annual convention to endorse a Republican candidate for governor. After several
hours and two rounds of voting, Doug
Forrester won the convention and will
appear on the county organization line on
the Tuesday, June 7, primary ballot.
In addition to Mr. Forrester, there will
be other candidates competing for the
Republican nomination for governor in
the primary election on June 7, at which
time a Republican candidate will be selected to run in the November general
election.
To vote in the June primary for a Republican candidate, however, you must
register as a Republican. There are two
ways of insuring that your vote will count
in the primary. You can fill out a “political party affiliation declaration form,”
which can be downloaded from the
Internet at http://www.state.nj.us/lps/elec-

tions/parties_doe.html or by picking one
up at your Town Hall. This form must be
sent to the Union County Board of Elections, 271 North Broad Street, Elizabeth,
New Jersey 07208, by Monday, April 18.
Alternatively, if you have never voted
in a primary election before and have not
registered with a political party, you can
declare a party on the day of the primary,
simply by going to the polling place that
you normally vote at during the November elections.
While many of us don’t focus on the
Republican and Democrat candidates until
the fall, it is important that we realize that
the Republicans are offering a choice
among their candidates on June 7, and
that we, as citizens, take the opportunity
to vote for the candidate that best represents your values and ideals, so that you
have a true choice come November.
Phil Morin, Cranford
Union County Republican Chairman

WESTFIELD — Tuesday, March
15, was the big day for Girl Scout
Cookies in Westfield. More than 3,300
cases were delivered to the Westfield
Armory where 55 volunteer cookie
moms sorted and distributed them to
the 95 troops selling cookies this year.
A few cookie dads were enlisted for
help also, including Dave Virzi who
drove the forklift he donated to the
effort. Chris Ames did a lot of heavy
lifting. Dave and Chris wore their
“Girls Love Me, Cookies Fear Me”
tee-shirts.
All of the cookie moms and dads
received a gift bag assembled by

Democracy Essay
Awards Presented
AREA — Mr. Frank Chupko, head
of the area’s Voice of Democracy essay contest and Past Commander of
the Scotch Plains VFW Post, presented
awards, medals, and savings bonds to
four students in Mount Saint Mary
Academy, Watchung.
Students had participated in the
annual essay contest. Olivia Mode of
Cranford placed first; Eva Marie Wash
of Metuchen placed second; and
Kathleen Sullivan of New Providence
and Alison Christie of Edison tied for
third place in the local competition.
Olivia Mode went on to win first
prize in the county and Kathleen
Sullivan placed third in the county.
Mr. Chupko said it was the first time in
his memory that a school “had a clean
sweep” on the local level.
The each competition is based on a
theme that encourages patriotism. This
year’s theme was, “Celebrating Our
Veterans’ Service.” After writing the
essay, students recited and recorded it
for judging.

Douglass Cosmetics, which included
items from their shop and coupons
from Bittersweet Designs gift shop,
Bella Bronze tanning salon and
Curves gym for women in Westfield.
Cathy Kattak and Merry Wisler,
the Westfield Cookie Managers, were
pleased with the results of the cookie
sale noting that in addition to the
regular sales, the town Girl Scout
troops donated over 950 boxes of
cookies to the Westfield Armory to
ship to the National Guard Unit. “All
of the girls and parents were delighted
to send an extra box of cookies to the
Troops,” stated Mrs. Kattak.
“Our goal was one box per serviceman
and we doubled that,” said Merry Wisler.
If you would like to buy Girl Scout
Cookies, please contactWashington Rock
Girl Scout Council, at (908 )232-3236.

Bramnick Gets
Media Attention
AREA — Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick’s resolution aimed at promoting kindness and civility in the
state of New Jersey has received media attention.
FOX News and Neil Cavuto’s Business Hour contacted the assemblyman
to discuss the resolution. He was also
interviewed by WABC on Friday,
March 18, for its afternoon program.
CN8 will film Mr. Bramnick discussing civility in the northeast.
Reuters and the Associated Press have
released stories nationally and Mr.
Bramnick was interviewed on UPN 9.
As a result of these discussions,
Kean University has instituted a
course on kindness and civility.
Assemblyman Bramnick has also
authored a Pedestrian Safety bill.

COOKIE MONSTERS...Cookie moms and dads unload more than 3,000 cases of
Girl Scout cookies last week at the Westfield Armory.

Voters to Decide Whether
State Has Lt. Governor Post
TRENTON — Voters will decide
in November whether New Jersey
should have an elected lieutenant
governor to take over should a sitting
governor leave office before completing their term.
A measure approved Monday by
the State Senate comes in response to
the resignation of Gov. James E.
McGreevey from office 14 months
early following the admission of an
affair with another man which put
Senate President Richard J. Codey in
the governor’s chair.
State Senator Tom Kean, Jr. of
Westfield (R-21) voted in favor of the
legislation while Senator Nicholas
Scutari (D-22) abstained. The measure passed, 32-5.
Assemblyman Eric Munoz (R-21),
Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-21),
Assemblywoman Linda Stender (D22) and Assemblyman Gerry Green
(D-22) all voted in favor of the Assembly version of the bill, which passed

last month by a vote of 73-1-1.
Mr. Codey has served as acting
governor since November while at
the same time serving as Senate President.
New Jersey is one of eight states
without a lieutenant governor.
The debate on dual-office holding
governors began in 2001 with Acting
Governor and Senate President
Donald DiFrancesco following the
resignation of Governor Christine
Whitman to head the Environmental
Protection Agency.
Voters will be asked whether the
state Constitution should be amended
to create the post and whether the line
of succession should be changed.
If approved, the first lieutenant governor would be elected with the governor beginning in 2009. Voters would
elect the governor and lieutenant governor with a single vote, similar to
the election of the president and vice
president.

Social Security Facts Are Understood
But Problem Is Far Down the Road
In response to Rich Johnston’s letter
regarding people not being aware of the
“facts” regarding Social Security:
I agree that as citizens we need to be
informed to enter into public discourse,
and to vote responsibly. It’s interesting,
though, that the Social Security trust fund
money is dismissed as being “just government bonds.” These bonds carry exactly the same government responsibility
to be repaid as do the bonds we issue
every single day to other countries (and to

Contract Reform
Passes NJ Senate
TRENTON - The Senate approved a
bill Tuesday, by Senators Ellen Karcher
and Nicholas Scutari, to revamp state
contracting procedures. It passed 40-0
and now goes to the Assembly.
The sponsors say the bill intends to
save tax dollars, ensure accountability and avoid scandals of campaigncontributing insiders getting special
treatment from the Administration.
Senator Scutari (D-22) said the bill,
S-2194, addresses what the State
Commission of Investigation found
to be widespread mismanagement and
manipulation of the contracting process by senior officials.
Among other things, the bill would
permit a State agency to put notices
of a contract on the Internet and ban
conflicts of family ties, personal interest or financial links.

some individual investors) to finance all
government operations.
Yet apparently many of those who decry a looming danger with social security
(albeit 40 plus years away) are not as
concerned with the ongoing federal deficit and continue to support the tax cuts,
which have worsened it.
If I owned a business drowning in debt
and my creditors started grumbling about
not loaning me any more money, is my
most immediate concern how I’ll support
the retirement program in 40 years?
Should I give my senior executives pay
raises while I cut salaries for my low- and
middle-income workers?
Perhaps I should worry about paying
the bills today and tomorrow, so I’d have
a business to run 40 years down the road.
As our “CEO” we have the right to ask
that President Bush take responsibility
and action on our real, immediate problems first.
I’m reminded of President Bush’s statement while in Westfield that he “likes
going around the country saying “we’ve
got a problem” with Social security (I’ve
paraphrased). This is not surprising; if he
can focus us on a problem 40 years down
the road, we may ignore the myriad ones
staring us in the face.
Even Mr. Bush acknowledges that the
only proposal he’s put forward on Social
Security will not address in any way the
“problem” he cites (speaking of which,
don’t we already have private retirement
accounts, called 401Ks?).
Most of us do understand the facts
about Social Security. It’s just pretty far
down the list of what we need to deal with.
Travis Hudelson
Westfield
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• FREE Visa® Check Card™
• FREE Telephone Banking
• FREE first order of basic checks
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Author Jessie Frees to Read
‘43 Cats’ to Kids at Library

Westfield Foundation Awards
$28,000 in Grants in Area
WESTFIELD – At the first quarterly board meeting of the Westfield
Foundation, Trustees approved grants
totaling over $28,000 to eight applicants.
A grant was awarded to the Westfield
Historical Society to underwrite the
costs of a long range planning study
relating to the future organization and
operation of the Society and the Reeve
House Museum.
The Westfield Competitive Rowing Team, an independently funded
Westfield High School team comprised of boys and girls, received
funds to purchase an additional boat
for the team.
Funding was provided to assist
Eagle Scout candidate Will Mascarich
in his project at the Emmanuel Cancer Center in Scotch Plains. Will’s
project involves landscaping and
signage improvements at the center.
Folio, Westfield High School’s lit-

Networking Event
Slated for March 30
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce invites all
local business people to its upcoming
“Business After Hours” networking
event at Westfield Interiors, 305 South
Avenue on Wednesday, March 30
from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Attendees are encouraged to bring
business cards or brochures to exchange.
Refreshments will be served, and
all attendees will be entered into a
drawing to win a free copy of “Never
Eat Alone,” by Keith Ferrazzi. This
book offers a “how-to” explanation
about business success through networking.
The Chamber organizes networking activities several times each month
including morning, lunch and evening
events.
To confirm attendance to this event,
please contact the Chamber office at
(908) 233-3021.

erary magazine, received a grant to
offset the costs of security at their
fundraising coffeehouses held
throughout the year.
A grant was awarded to the UCPC
Behavioral Healthcare to provide security lighting at their facility. The private, non-profit organization is a major
provider of mental health treatment
services for Union County residents.
Funding was awarded to Union
County College to provide scholarship aid for Westfield residents attending the College.
The YWCA of Eastern Union
County received a grant to furnish a
three- bedroom apartment at their new
transitional housing facility for victims of domestic violence and their
children.
The Jewish Community Center of
Central New Jersey received funding
for their senior music program.
The Westfield Foundation is a nonprofit, community foundation, which
was established in 1975 to benefit
the community. For information
about the Foundation, contact the
office at (908) 233-9787 or visit
www.westfieldnj.com/wf.

F-SP College Club
To Discuss Clutter
FANWOOD – Jamie Novak will
offer a free presentation, “How to
Conquer Clutter in Three Easy Steps”
at the next meeting of the FanwoodScotch Plains College Club on Monday, March 21, at 7:30 p.m. at the
Union Catholic High School library,
located on Martine Avenue in Scotch
Plains.
A well-known speaker on radio
and television, Ms. Novak is the author of several books on the topic of
organization.
The club awards scholarships annually to young women in high school
and college.
For more information, please call
(908) 233-2948.

NEIL SULLIVAN
President, Westfield Mortgage
Free credit evaluation and approvals
Guaranteed closing costs
New home purchases
Construction loans
Refinances

WESTFIELD MORTGAGE
908-518-0800 Toll Free: 866-518-0800
www.westfieldmortgage.com

Equal housing lender. Licensed by the NJ Department of Banking and Insurance.

www.sg-cpas.com

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

WESTFIELD – On Saturday, April
9, at 10:30 a.m., local author Jessie
Lynch Frees will visit the Westfield
Memorial Library Children’s Room
to unveil her new picture book, entitled “Jackie Winquackey and her 43
Cats go to Hollywood.”
Ms. Frees will read her book to the
children, answer questions and autograph a limited number of first-edition copies. The author will bring
along copies of the book, which will
be available for purchase at $14.99

MR. AND MRS. CHRISTOPHER DEVLIN GATES
(She is the former Miss Kristina A. Smith)

Miss Kristina A. Smith
Weds Christopher D. Gates
Miss Kristina Alexander Smith, the
daughter of Mrs. Elisabet Josephson
Smith of Brookline, Mass. and Christopher H. Smith of Ponte Vedra, Fla.
was married on Saturday, October
23, to Christopher Devlin Gates. He
is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Geoffrey
McNair Gates of Westfield and grandson of the late artists and writers
Harry and Wende Devlin. Mrs. Mimi
Boyd Smith is the stepmother of the
bride.
The afternoon ceremony took place
at the Trinity Episcopal Church in
Newport, R.I., with the Reverend C.
Blayney Colmore officiating at the
nuptials. A reception followed at the
New York Yacht Club in Newport.
Given in marriage by her father, the
bride had her sister, Mrs. Anika Taylor of Manchester, Mass. as her Matron of Honor.
The bridal attendants included Ms.
Julia Gates of Westfield, sister of the
bridegroom; Mrs. Maeve Ewing of
Pawling, N.Y., Mrs. Jeni Howe of
Media, Pa., and Mrs. Elena Phillips,
Ms. Aleksandra Janke and Ms. Elizabeth Hewes, all of New York City.
The Matron of Honor and bridal attendants wore raw silk, off-white
bustier tops with apple green drawstring skirts, also in raw silk, and
green cashmere cable knit sweaters,
all by Calypso.
Bryan Gates of Santa Cruz, Calif.
was his brother’s best man. The ushers
included Patrick Smith of Fairfield,
Conn., the bride’s brother; Graham
Macmillan of Mendham, Geoffrey
Kelsey of Bristol, R.I., and Taylor
Plimpton, Benjamin Federbush, Phillip
Warner and Brian Schusterman, all
from New York City.
Ms. Catherine Tynan and Andrew

Allen, both of Pawling, N.Y., did readings.
A 1994 graduate of St. George’s
School in Newport, R.I., the bride
earned a Bachelor of Arts degree with
a major in sociology from Colby
College in Waterville, Me. in 1998.
She received a Master of Fine Arts
degree in landscape architecture from
the Rhode Island School of Design in
2003. Mrs. Gates is employed as a
designer at Keith E. Simpson Associates, a landscape architecture and siteplanning firm in New Canaan, Conn.
The bridegroom graduated from St.
Paul’s School in Concord, N.H. in
1994 and received a bachelor’s degree
in American Studies in 1998 from
Colby College, where he met his future bride. He is employed as a client
services officer in the asset management unit of Mariner Capital in New
York City.
The bride wore a sheath style dress
designed by Badgley Mischka and a
French style feather flower veil by
Leah C. Couture Millinery. She carried a bouquet of hydrangea, orchids,
twigs and berries.
A bridal luncheon was hosted by
the bride’s sister at the New York
Yacht Club in Newport, and the rehearsal dinner was hosted by the parents of the bridegroom at the Clarke
Cooke House in Newport.
Bridal showers were given by Mrs.
Jill Sitcer, Mrs. Patricia McGovern
and Mrs. Frances Comstock, all of
Westfield, and by the bride’s sister,
Mrs. Anika Taylor, and the bride’s
aunt, Mrs. Dica Smith, of Fairfield,
Conn.
Following a wedding trip to Bora
Bora and Le Taha’a, the couple resides in Old Greenwich, Conn.

277 Central Avenue
Clark, NJ 07066
www.mrstainless.com
Fabrication of Custom
Stainless Steel and Other Metals for Household Use
Cabinets, kitchen countertops, wall panels, backsplashes, tiles, tables,
radiator grills and covers, dishwasher panels, pot racks, shelving, etc...
We can even laminate your stove and refrigerator with stainless. Why buy new?
We can fabricate just about anything from stainless steel

each, plus New Jersey sales tax.
Young listeners are invited to bring
a favorite stuffed kitty along to hear
the story, if they wish. This free, onehour program is open to everyone,
but is especially relevant for children
age four to eight. Parents must accompany pre-school age children.
Reservations are not required. For
more information, please call the library at (908) 789-4090. The library
is located at 550 East Broad Street
and parking is free.

Fanwood Easter Egg Hunt
Saturday at Forest Rd. Park
FANWOOD – The borough’s annual Easter egg hunt will be held on
Saturday, March 26, starting at 10
a.m. at Forest Road Park. Plenty of
prizes and treats will be given out.
In addition to the hunt, there will be
Jelly Bean guessing contests, face painting and of a visit from the Easter Bunny
Children will search for eggs in
their specified age categories and no
one will go home empty handed.
In addition to the actual hunt, children are also invited to participate in
the egg decorating and spring drawing contests. Children who wish to
participate in these events should bring
their completed projects to the park
by 9:45 a.m.
For the egg-decorating contest, children create and decorate any egg
shaped object they desire (hard boiled
eggs, paper maché eggs, plastic eggs,
etc.) all will be accepted.

WF Jaycees to Hold
Old-Timers Night
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Jaycees will be holding their annual
Westfield Jaycee reunion, dubbed
“Old-Timer’s Night,” on Wednesday,
April 6, beginning at 6:30 p.m. at the
Jolly Trolley on North Avenue in
Westfield. All past, present and potential Jaycees are invited to attend.
Dinner and refreshments will be provided to new guests at no charge.
The Westfield Jaycees is a group of
young men and women volunteering
time and effort toward the betterment
of our community. The Jaycees sponsor such programs as the Westfield
Child Shield Program and the
Westfield Helmet Safety program.
The Jaycees also serve the community by donating time and money to
the overall improvement of the
Westfield area.
Our next community event is the
September 11 Memorial clean up at
North Avenue, scheduled for Saturday, March 26, from 9 a.m. until
noon. The rain date will be Saturday,
April 2, from 9 a.m. until noon.
The Jaycees hold monthly membership meetings the first Wednesday of
each month at a local restaurant. For
more information regarding this or
any program sponsored by the
Westfield Jaycees, please call (908)
812-3000 or email President J.C. Wiley
at jwiley@coldwellbanker.com.

For the spring drawing contest,
children can create any piece of artwork that can be affixed to a sheet of
paper no larger that 8½ inches by 12
inches. Children may decorate their
paper using any medium they choose,
crayons, paints, colored pencils, etc.
Finished eggs and artwork should
be brought to Forest Road Park by
9:45 a.m. on Saturday, March 26,
with the child’s name, address, phone
number and age clearly written on
the back of the art object or on an
index card attached to the object.
The event is held rain or shine. If
you would like to volunteer or have
any question, please contact Recreation Director Linda Caminiti at (908)
889-2080.

Knights to Conduct
Annual Fish Fry
GARWOOD – The Garwood
Knights of Columbus will host their
Annual Fish Fry, catered by Argyles,
on Friday, April 1, from 6 to 8 p.m.
Tickets are $11 (take-out available)
and may be purchased after 4 p.m.
Monday through Friday at the
Knights’ Council Hall, located at 37
South Avenue in Garwood (opposite
PathMark).
Anyone interested in donating a
dessert to the dinner can drop it off
the week of the event after 4 p.m.
Advance ticket purchase is strongly
recommended. Parking is available
behind the Council Hall off of Willow Avenue. For information, please
call (908) 789-9809 after 4 p.m.

Volunteers Sought
To Cleanup Field
GARWOOD – The Borough of
Garwood has announced that a voluntary cleanup will be held at the
gazebo park adjacent to the Garwood
Baseball League field on Saturday,
April 2.
This area has become overrun with
leaves, sticks, branches, and overgrown
shrubbery and is in need of a spring
cleaning, Garwood officials have said.
Residents are asked to bring a rake
and work gloves and help beautify the
park. The cleanup will begin at 9 a.m.
The rain date is Sunday, April 3.
For more information, contact Borough Clerk Christina Ariemma at
(908) 789-0710 or Bob Pender at
(908) 389-1362.

Call or Fax: 732-680-1407 Email: sales@mrstainless.com
major credit cards accepted

• Criminal Defense - Federal & State
• Civil & Employment Litigation
• DWI & Municipal Court

Law Offices Of

For All Your Tax &
Financial Service Needs

ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC

Located at
282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023
Tel: 908-889-9500
Fax: 908-889-9501

Robert G. Stahl
Korey Kerscher Sarokin
Christopher M. Farella

stahlesq@bellatlantic.net

220 St. Paul Street
Westfield, NJ 07090
T: 908-301-9001
F: 908-301-9008

www.stahlesq.com

M ARIO C. G URRIERI , E SQ .
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI, HEWIT & PALATUCCI
340 North Avenue

Cranford, New Jersey 07016

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?
Specializing in all aspects of Family Law
including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,
child support, division of assets, palimony,
premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,
restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to
changed financial circumstances, residence
removal from New Jersey, visitation
modifications and transfers of custody.

32 years of continuous practice in Family Law
Union County Early Settlement Arbitration
Panelist 25 years
Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian
Accredited Mediator
Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,
Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

For More Information:

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net
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Big Apple Jazz Band Returns
To Town for Easter Service
WESTFIELD — The Big Apple
Jazz Band returns to First United
Methodist Church of Westfield at 1
East Broad Street, to lead a Death-toResurrection Vigil service, this Saturday, March 26, at 8 p.m.
The service will include traditional
readings from the scriptures, along
with Dixieland Jazz accompaniment
for the hymn-singing, and some flatout, high-flying jazz favorites to celebrate the resurrection.
Dick Voigt and the Big Apple Jazz
Band have been performing in the
metropolitan New York City area for
many years, and have struck up a
special relationship with the First

United Methodist Church, through
their summer concert series and
Shrove Tuesday Mardi Gras parties.
Also featured will be tenor soloist
and Senior Pastor, Rev. Ed Carll.
The church will continue its’ celebrations of Easter on Sunday, with a
Sunrise service on the front lawn at
6:30 a.m., a special Seekers service at
9:15 a.m., and a more traditional Easter
celebration at 10:45 a.m. The community is invited to join the celebration.

Rosary Society Will
Gather on April 4

1st Congregational Sets
Meditation Class Dates

HOP, HOP, HOP…The Easter Bunny will be returning to Westfield this Saturday, March 26, for the 70th annual Easter Egg Hunt at Mindowaskin Park. The
event, sponsored by the Lions Club of Westfield, begins at 1 p.m.

Lions Club to Hold 70th
Annual Easter Egg Hunt
WESTFIELD — The Lions Club
of Westfield will hold it’s 70th annual Easter Egg Hunt in
Mindowaskin Park this Saturday,
March 26, at 1 p.m. for children up to
age 7. There will be an area set aside
for toddlers to participate.
Participants and their parents are
asked to assemble in the park by

Spring Fling Scheduled
April 17 in Westfield
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce (WACC) is
pleased to announce that the 11th
Annual Spring Fling Westfield festival will take place in the downtown
area on Sunday, April 17, 11 a.m. to
5 p.m.
Over 300 vendors will participate
in the annual festival to kick off spring,
including over 150 arts and craft merchants, many area businesses, clubs,
and organizations, and a wide variety
of food merchants.
At this time, the WACC seeks volunteers to help the event run smoothly.
Responsibilities may include assisting at the WACC booth, managing
the kids’ spring craft activity, attending the “Hole in One” PGA booth or
monitoring the hospitality suite.
Youth groups as well as individuals
are welcome to participate. Hours of
participation are flexible.
Please contact the WACC at (908)
233-3021.

12:45 p.m. as the hunt will start precisely at 1 p.m., weather permitting.
Under the direction of Hunt Chairman Mike Gordeuk, more than 1,200
plastic eggs will be hidden in the area
around the gazebo. Immediately after the hunt, complimentary plastic
bags containing gourmet jelly beans
will be distributed to the children.
In addition, several of the Easter
eggs will be specially-marked so that
those who find them may receive a
small prize from one of the merchants in town.
Prizes can be redeemed by bring
each prize winning egg to the designated redemption table after the hunt,
to receive a coupon good for that
prize at the store.
Before the hunt, between noon and
12:45p.m. and after the hunt, the Easter Bunny will be available for pictures with the children. In exchange
for a $3 donation to Lions charities,
each recipient will receive a framed
photograph.
In the event of poor weather conditions there will not be a rain date for
the event. Instead the Lions will hand
out jelly beans and plastic eggs under
the gazebo, as well as having the
Easter Bunny there for photographs.
The Westfield Lions Club would
like to hear from anyone who has
pictures of or a memory from the
early years of the hunt, which started
in 1936. The club may be contacted at
P.O. Box 572, Westfield, 07091.

WESTFIELD — Moving Meditation classes will be offered on three
consecutive Monday evenings from
April 4 through April 18 at First Congregational Church, 125 Elmer Street,
Westfield.
Classes are held at 7 p.m. in Room
21, on the second floor of the church’s
McCorison Christian Education
building.
Moving Meditation is a simple,
gentle, graceful, movement based on
ancient Asian Qigong wellness systems. The exercise is performed standing up. Benefits include stress reduction and flexibility.
Group practice is led by Laura
Berzofsky, a certified Integral Tai Chi
and Qigong Instructor. The classes
are designed for beginners and ordinary street clothing is appropriate.
The Moving Meditation program is
sponsored by the church’s Board of
Christian Education. Free offerings are
accepted to benefit the church’s outreach programs. Funds collected this
spring will be donated to Waysharers, a
faith-based outreach program for adults
with developmental disabilities.
For more information or to enroll,
please call Laura Berzofsky at (908)
232-0169. Weekly drop in students
are also welcome.

Blood Pressure Event
Set at Local Library
FANWOOD – The Westfield Regional Health Department will present
a free blood pressure screening event
on Thursday, March 31, from 11 a.m.
to noon.
It will take place at the Fanwood
Memorial Library, located at North
Avenue and Tillotson Road, and all
are welcome to attend.

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Rosary
Society of St. Bartholomew the
Apostle Church in Scotch Plains will
meet on Monday, April 4, following
the 7:30 p.m. Mass.
Nominations for electing officers
for the 2005-2006 year will be held.
All women from the parish are welcome to attend.
For more information, please call
(908) 322-5409.

Breakfast, Discussion
Slated at Willow Grove
WESTFIELD – The Men’s Group
of Willow Grove Presbyterian Church
invites males, ages 16 and up, from
the community to join them on Saturday, April 2, from 9 to 11 a.m. for a
free pancake breakfast and presentation, and discussion.
Scotch Plains Township Manager
Thomas Atkins will give a presentation on the role faith plays in the life of
public officials. He will share his views
whether or not faith should influence
the decision-making process and if
that’s a violation of the separation of
church and state.
Mr. Atkins will also share his viewpoints on how a public official tries to
maintain a delicate balance living in
a “fishbowl” under frequent public
scrutiny. Following the presentation,
the floor will be open for questions,
comments and discussion.
To attend make reservations by
Thursday, March 31, although participants will be accepted without a
reservation. For more information or
to make reservations, please call August Ruggiero at (908) 889-5948 or
the church office at (908) 232-5678
or e-mail wilgrv@netzero.com.
Willow Grove Presbyterian
Church is located at 1961 Raritan
Road, across the street from the
Scotch Plains southside firehouse,
off Martine Avenue. The building is
handicap accessible.

SALUTE THE FLAG…First grade Tiger Cubs from Cub Scout Pack No. 270 at
Washington Elementary School in Westfield participated in their first official flag
ceremony. All Cub Scouts, attending grades 1 to 5, learn how to participate and
present a flag ceremony at every monthly Pack night.

First Congregational Church
Schedules Easter Services
WESTFIELD – The First Congregational Church of Westfield
will observe Holy Week with special services on Thursday, March
24, and Easter Sunday, March 27.
Visitors are welcome to attend.
This evening, the church will
mark Maundy Thursday at 7:30 p.m.
with a Tenebrae service (a service
of shadows), the retelling of the
Last Supper, and Holy Communion.
Easter Sunday will be celebrated
with identical services at 9 and 11
a.m. Special choral and instrumental music will include Widor’s
Toccata and the “Hallelujah” chorus from Handel’s Messiah.
A one-room schoolhouse will be
offered for children ages 3 and older
during both services and childcare
will be available for infants to twoyear-old children.

One coffee hour will be held for
both services at 10 a.m.
First Congregational Church, a
member of the United Church of
Christ, is equipped with a wheelchair ramp and infrared audio system for the hearing impaired.
For more information, please call
the church office at (908) 233-2494.

First Baptist Men Meet
At Scotchwood April 5
WESTFIELD — The men from
First Baptist Church of Westfield will
meet for “Grub with the Guys” on
Tuesday, April 5, 6:45 a.m. Newcomers are invited.
The group meets at the Scotchwood
Diner on Route 22 East in Scotch
Plains. For more information, please
call (908) 233-2278 or e-mail
firstbaptist.westfield@verizon.net.

Willow Grove Plans Dinner
To Aid Tsunami Victims
SCOTCH PLAINS – Willow Grove
Church in Scotch Plains will host an
Italian Dinner to benefit victims of
the tsunami in Asia on Saturday, April
2, from 5 to 8 p.m. The church is
located at 1961 Raritan Road.
The dinner will include baked ziti,
eggplant parmigiana, lasagna, salad,
Italian Bread and Italian dessert pastries. During dinner, singer Karen
Notare will perform arias from
Puccini’s Madame Butterfly.
The dinner is being held to raise

money for the Presbyterian Disaster
Assistance Fund, which helps individuals caught in life-threatening situations, such as war, famine and hurricanes.
The cost for the dinner is $10 for
adults, $5 for children under 12, and
no cost for children under 5.
Reservations, which are appreciated, but not required, must be made
by Thursday, March 31. To make a
reservation, please call Barbara
Couphos at (908) 322-7892.

The Easter message of “New Life” means
more than eggs and spring flowers.
Come to church this Easter Sunday,
and find out why.

Calvary Lutheran Church
 Eastman St Cranford NJ • ()   
wwwcalvarylutherancranfordcom

Maundy Thursday

March 24, 7:30 p.m.
Holy Communion

Good Friday
March 25, 7:30 p.m.
Service of Tenebrae

Easter Sunday
March 27,
8:30 & 11:00 a.m.

To have GREAT food, you have to
have GREAT ingredients. For over 66
years our customers have relied on us.

Festival Services of
Holy Communion
The Rev. Carol A. Lindsay, Pastor

The Chelsea at Fanwood invites the community to an afternoon of

EASTER
FUN

Open to all children in the community – come join us for photos with
the Easter Bunny and Color Eggs. Share this Easter
fun with all our Residents.
WHEN:
WHERE:

Saturday, March 26, 2005
12:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Chelsea at Fanwood
295 South Avenue
908-654-5200

Open to the Public – Please join us for this fun afternoon!

w w w. c h e l s e a s e n i o r l i v i n g . c o m
This program is part of The Chelsea’s ongoing commitment to professional and community
involvement and family education.

Join us for the
Journey of Holy Week!
Maundy Thursday
March 24, 7:30 p.m.
Tenebrae (a service of shadows)
Retelling of the Last Supper
Holy Communion

“25 Years Experience”
Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

Easter Sunday
March 27, 9 a.m. & 11 a.m.
Special Choral & Instrumental Music

FAMIL
YL
AW
MILY
LA
· Divorce · Domestic Violence
· Custody · Child Support

One-room Schoolhouse for ages 3 & older
Crib Room for infants to 2-year-olds

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.

Visitors are Always Welcome!

Evening Appointments Available

· DW
I · Criminal Defense
DWI
· Busine
ss Dispute
s · Commer
cial Litig
ation
Busines
Disputes
Commercial
Litiga

Now Offering ESSURE Procedure

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

First Congregational Church

(908) 232-8787

125 Elmer Street, Westfield

24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

For further information, please call (908) 233-2494 or
visit our website at www.westfieldnj.com/fcc

A non-incisional method
of female sterilization

rjk722@aol.com

richardjkaplow.com

( a member of the United Church of Christ )
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Elinor G. Haley Fitzpatrick, 59;
Loving Wife, Mother, Grandmother
Elinor G. Haley Fitzpatrick, 59,
died on Monday, March 14, at
Somerset Medical Center.
Born on May 27, 1945 in Plainfield,
Ellie always remained a New Jersey
resident, with her last home of 17
years being in Branchburg.
She graduated Scotch PlainsFanwood High School in 1963.
Ellie was an X-ray technician who
greatly enjoyed the profession and
furthering her knowledge in the medical field. She also enjoyed gardening,
reading, shopping for antiques with
her husband, music, and, most especially, animals.
Surviving are her husband of 39
years, James F. Fitzpatrick; their
daughters and sons-in-law, Jill and
Paul Brown and grandson Griffin
Brown of Phillipsburg, and Nancy
and Peter Verse of Hillsborough; their
son, Andrew Fitzpatrick of Boca
Raton, Fla.; her mother, Gladys Haley
of Fanwood; and her brother, Fraser
Haley, also of Fanwood.
Ellie’s friendly, welcoming smile
and warm heart will be greatly missed
by all who had the privilege of knowing her.
A memorial service will be announced at a later date to celebrate

her life. Arrangements are by the Speer
Van Arsdale Funeral Home in
Somerville.
In lieu of flowers, the family requests donations to St. Hubert’s,
Woodland Avenue, P.O. Box 159,
Madison, 07940.
March 24, 2005

Anne L. Parente, 82
Anne L. Parente, 82, of Montclair
died on Saturday, March 19, at The
King James Care Center in Chatham
Township.
Born in Newark, she had lived in
North Arlington before moving to
Chatham Township in 2003.
She is survived by her husband of
57 years, Art Parente; a son, Thomas
Parente; a daughter, Debra ParenteRosin, and four grandchildren.
A funeral service was held yesterday, Wednesday, March 23, at
the Gray Funeral Home, 318 East
Broad Street in Westfield, which
handled the arrangements. Burial
took place at Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield.
Memorial donations may be made
in lieu of flowers to The Doctors
Without Borders.
March 24, 2005

Mary A. Walton Masterson, 66, Served
As Executive Director of Food Pantry
Mary A. Walton Masterson, 66, of
Westfield died on Tuesday, March
15, at Muhlenberg Regional Medical
Center in Plainfield.
Born and raised in Bayonne, she
has lived in Westfield since 1971.
She was the Executive Director of
the Westfield Food Pantry for the last
30 years.
Mrs. Masterson also worked parttime as a receptionist at JFK Hartwyck
Rehabilitation Center and the High-

Prayer to
The Blessed Virgin
PRAYER TO THE BLESSED
VIRGIN: (Never known to fail)
Oh most beautiful flower of Mount
Carmel, fruitful vine splendor of
heaven. Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist
me in my necessity. Oh, Star of the
Sea, help me show me herein, you
are my mother. Oh Holy Mary,
Mother of God, Queen of Heaven
and Earth! I humbly beseech you
from the bottom of my heart to
succor me in this necessity. There
are none that can withstand your
power. Oh, show me herein you are
my mother. Oh Mary, conceived
without sin, pray for us who have
recourse to thee. Holy Mother, I
place this cause in your hands (3X).
Holy Spirit, you who solve all problems, light all roads so that I can
attain my goal. You who gave me
the divine gift to forgive and forget
all evil against me and that in all
instances in my life you are with
me. I want in this short prayer to
thank you for the things as you
confirm once again that I never
want to be separated from you in
eternal glory. Thank you for your
mercy towards me and mine. The
person must say this prayer three
consecutive days. After three days,
the request will be granted. This
prayer must be published after the
favor is granted. J.D.

land Nursing Home, both in Edison.
A member of Women’s Cornerstone, she was a Eucharistic Minister
and CCD teacher at the Holy Trinity
Roman Catholic Church in Westfield
for over 30 years. Mrs. Masterson
was also a member of the church’s
Rosary Altar Society and a member
of the Third Order of Franciscans.
She is survived by her husband,
Joseph Masterson; three sons, Joseph
Masterson, Jr., Christopher Masterson
and Matthew Masterson; five daughters, Linda Hofacker, Lisa Brokaw,
Mary Ann Masterson, Donna
Masterson and Jennifer Masterson; a
brother, Thomas Walton, nine grandchildren and two great-grandchildren.
A Mass of Christian Burial was
offered on Saturday, March 19, at the
Holy Trinity Church. Interment took
place at Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield.
Arrangements were under the direction of the Dooley Colonial Home,
556 Westfield Avenue in Westfield.
Memorial donations may be made
to the Christian Aid Fund, 315 First
Street, Westfield, 07090.
March 24, 2005

Central State Univ.
Chorus to Perform
At St. John’s Church
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Central
State University Chorus of
Wilberforce, Ohio will perform at
St. John’s Baptist Church, 2387
Morse Avenue in Scotch Plains, on
Friday, April 1, at 7 p.m.
The Grammy Award-nominated chorus, which consists of
students from all areas of the university, performs music from all
periods and styles, including
Black Gospel.
Admission is free and a free
will offering will be accepted.
For more information, please
call (908) 232-6972.
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– Obituaries –
Karen Mullen, Social Work Director,
Senior Citizen Housing Bd. Member
Karen Mullen died suddenly on Karen thrived in her field as an advoSunday, March 13, at St. Barnabas cate for the elderly, while providing
Medical Center in
comfort to their families.
Livingston.
Karen married her beBorn Karen Kassak, she
loved husband, Shawn
grew up in Union.
Mullen, in 1998, and
After graduating from
gave birth to their son,
Union High School, she
Patrick, in 2001. She then
attended Kean University
embarked on a new cawhere she began her studreer as a full-time
ies in social work. Karen
mother, another field in
earned a B.S.W. degree
which she excelled.
from Kean in 1995, then
She doted on Patrick,
two years later a Master
but continued to take on
of Social Work degree
new challenges such as
from Fordham University,
adopting and rehabilitatLincoln Center.
ing stray animals.
Karen Mullen
Instilled with a strong
In 2003, Karen and
work ethic by her parents, Karen put Shawn became licensed foster parherself through school by working a ents. In 2004 they welcomed an invariety of jobs, which included the fant into their home, whom they cared
nuclear medicine department at St. for over the next year.
Barnabas Hospital and Bed, Bath &
While continuing to focus on her
Beyond in Millburn. She was also a family, Karen maintained her social
certified fitness instructor and aero- work license and remained involved
bics teacher.
in the field of geriatrics by becoming
Upon receiving her B.S.W., Karen a member of the Board of the Second
became a state certified social worker. Westfield Senior Citizens Housing
After earning her M.S.W., she was Corporation. Karen also continued
licensed in her field by the State of her love of physical fitness and reNew Jersey. After exploring different cently completed her first 5K run.
fields of social work, including an
Karen is survived by her husband,
internship with the Essex County Shawn, and son, Patrick, as well as
Courts, where she met her future hus- her mother, Yoshi Kassak, and sister,
band, Karen chose to work in the field Kathryn Kassak Spada. She was preof geriatrics.
deceased by her father, John Kassak.
Karen served as a social worker or
Karen will be dearly missed by her
director of social work for a variety of loving family and many close friends
nursing homes and rehabilitation cen- and neighbors. She will always be
ters, including: Green Brook Manor, remembered for her selflessness toAshbrook and Allendale Nursing ward others, the many lives she
Homes. Most recently, she served as touched, and the light she brought to
a social worker at Cranford Health the world.
March 24, 2005
and Extended Care Center, Cranford.

Easter Services Offered At
Calvary Lutheran Church
CRANFORD — The solemn season of Lent draws to a close this week
and the celebration of Easter begins
with worship services at the Calvary
Lutheran Church, 108 Eastman Street
in Cranford, this weekend. The public is invited to all services.
The Reverend Carol A. Lindsay
will lead worship and preach at all
services. Music will be under the
leadership of Music Director LenYin Jao.
A Maundy Thursday service will
be offered at 7:30 p.m. tonight, March
24, which will include absolution,
the symbolic washing of feet and
Holy Communion. This service also
will include the stripping of the altar
in preparation for Good Friday.
Music will include a duet of “Pie
Jesu” by Andrew Webber, sung by
Kyle Gautieri, tenor, and Justin Rupp,

LEARN Will Present
Wound Care Program
SCOTCH PLAINS – LEARN
(League for Educational Advancement for Registered Nurses) will offer an educational two-hour program
for registered nurses and interested
guests entitled, “Back to Basics in
Wound Care,” on Monday, March 28,
at 7:45 p.m. at the Parish House, All
Saints Church, 559 Park Avenue in
Scotch Plains.
Wound Continuum Manager at
Atlantic Health System, Stephanie
D’Andrea, will discuss issues related
to skin tears and pressure ulcers. As a
certified wound and ostomy nurse,
she is responsible for all wound consults at the hospital.
Annual LEARN membership for
registered nurses is $40. Interested
parties are welcome to attend at a
guest fee of $10 per program.
On Monday, April 25, the next
LEARN program will focus on “Advances in Cardiovascular Care —
Part I.”
For more information, please write
to LEARN, P.O. Box 6, Scotch Plains,
07076, or call Betty at (908) 2727239 or Beth at (908) 754-9499.

baritone, both of Cranford. Jarrod
Schlenker of Cranford, tenor, will
sing “Angus Dei” by Bizet.
Tomorrow, March 25, the solemnity of Good Friday will be observed
at 7:30 p.m. with a service of prayer
and meditation with Tenebrae, also
known as the Service of Darkness.
The Bell Choir will ring Andrew
Webber’s “Pie Jesu,” and the Calvary
Choir will sing “Wondrous Love” by
John Cater. Peg Bernhardt of
Dunellen, soprano, will sing Mozart’s
“Angus Dei.”
The observance of Easter begins
on Sunday, March 27, with Holy Communion at 8:30 and 11 a.m. Each
service will offer a full liturgy with
seasonal music by the Calvary Choir,
accompanied by the youth ensemble,
SPIRIT, on brass instruments. Featured soloist will be Ms. Jao. The
services will conclude with all singers and instrumentalists presenting
Handel’s “Hallelujah Chorus.”
Calvary Lutheran Church has
served the Cranford, Westfield and
surrounding area for 76 years.

Allison Hessemer Serves
As Sorority Executive
At Susquehanna Univ.
SCOTCH PLAINS – Allison
Hessemer of Scotch Plains has been
selected to serve as executive vice
president of Sigma Kappa at
Susquehanna
University
in
Selinsgrove, Pa.
One of four national sororities at
Susquehanna, Sigma Kappa (Epsilon
Delta chapter) works to raise money for
Alzheimer’s research. Members also
volunteer their time at Penn Lutheran
Village, a nursing home in Selinsgrove.
Allison’s chapter holds a lollipop
sale each fall and sponsors an annual
walk-a-thon in the spring to raise
money for Alzheimer’s research.
Allison is a junior elementary education major at Susquehanna. A 2002
graduate of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School, she is the daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Phillip Hessemer.

Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the
Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 4100
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Virginia Dolan Haine, 95, Was Teacher
In Scotch Plains District for 20 Years
Virginia Dolan Haine, 95, of
Westfield died on Saturday, March
19, at Brighton Gardens Assisted Living in Edison.
Born in Bayonne, she was raised in
Perth Amboy. She had lived in Scotch
Plains for 10 years before moving to
Westfield, where she lived since 1956.
She graduated from Perth Amboy
High School and was awarded a degree in teaching from Beaver College
in 1930.
Mrs. Haine had been a fifth grade
school teacher in Scotch Plains for 20
years before retiring in 1975. Prior to
that, she taught in Woodbridge Township for 10 years.
She was a member of the Woman’s

Club of Westfield.
She was predeceased by her husband, Walter Haine, Sr., in 1967, and
by her daughter, Virginia Sabo.
Surviving are two daughters, Janice
Sanderson and Beverly Bode; a son,
Walter Haine, Jr., and two grandchildren.
Memorial services were held yesterday, Wednesday, March 23, at the
Dooley Colonial Home, 556 Westfield
Avenue in Westfield, which handled
the arrangements.
Interment took place at St. Gertrude
Cemetery in Colonia.
Memorial donations may be made
to the Westfield First Aid Squad.
March 24, 2005

Rina Guglielmi, 92, Former Lunch Aide
In Westfield; Owned Central Felling Co.
Rina Guglielmi, 92, of Westfield
died on Monday, March 21, at
Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center in Plainfield.
Born in Pietracupa, Italy, she came
to the United States in 1925, settling
in Westfield.
Mrs. Guglielmi had been a lunch
aide at Jefferson Elementary School
in Westfield for four years before
retiring many years ago. Prior to that,
she was a floor lady/supervisor at
Hilton Manufacturers in Linden for
25 years. Earlier, she owned and operated the Central Felling Company
in Westfield for 15 years.
She was a member of the Sunshine
Club in Westfield.
She was predeceased by her husband, Arduino Guglielmi, in 1970,

and her son, Joseph Guglielmi, in
1998.
Surviving are two daughters,
Norma Guglielmi and Julia Santa
Barbara; a sister, America Cuseo; six
grandchildren and seven great-grandchildren.
A Funeral will be held today, Thursday, March 24, at 9 a.m. at the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Avenue in Westfield. A Blessing will
follow at 10 a.m. at St. Helen’s Roman Catholic Church in Westfield.
Interment will be held at St.
Gertrude Cemetery in Colonia.
In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made to the Juvenile
Diabetes Foundation or to Haven
Hospice.
March 24, 2005

Church/Education News

Holy Week, Easter Services
Set at Willow Grove Church
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Willow
Grove Presbyterian Church, 1961
Raritan Road in Scotch Plains, will
celebrate Maundy Thursday and Easter Sunday with special activities and
services.
This evening, Maundy Thursday,
March 24, there will be a 7:30 p.m.
service in the Tenebrae tradition. It
will include an organ prelude, “Prelude to Parsifal,” by Richard Wagner
and a choral anthem, “Remember
Me,” by Deborah Governor.
Interim Pastor, the Reverend
George Betz, will serve Holy Communion and preach on “The Gospel
According to Judas.” As the service
progresses, lighted candles will
gradually be extinguished and the
congregation will exit the church in
silence and darkness.
On Easter Sunday, March 27, a
service will be held at 10:30 a.m. in
the sanctuary, including an organ prelude, “Hosanna!” A presentation by
the Chancel Choir of “On the Third
Day” by Allen Pote will be offered,
as well as the Bell Choir’s performance of “Jesus Shall Reign.”
Pastor Betz’ sermon will be entitled “Rite Aid Cannot Supply All of
Your Easter Needs.” His text will be
I Corinthians: 15.
“A Walk Through The Bible,” a
weekly study class for children ages
9 and up, will be held on Sundays
from 9 to 10 a.m. in the Second Floor
Sunday School classroom.
The Adult Bible Study class, which
will focus this year on “The Resurrection of Jesus – What is the Evidence and What Difference Does It
Make?”, will take place on Sundays
from 9 to 10 a.m. in the church lounge.
Fellowship will be offered every
Sunday morning in Ryno Hall from
10 to 10:25 a.m. The Children’s Ark
Nursery is staffed every Sunday

morning from 10:30 a.m. for babies
and toddlers.
“Pathways to the Promised Land”
Sunday School takes place during
worship, following the Kids’ Chat,
when children ages three to eight leave
the sanctuary with their teachers to
study the month’s theme, expressed
each week with a different activity,
including video, computers, games
and art. Creative projects are also
planned for youngsters for Easter Sunday School.
For more information, please call
(908) 232-5678.

Westfield BOE Schedules
Public Hearing on Budget
WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Board of Education will hold a public
hearing on the 2005-2006 school budget on Tuesday, March 29, at 8 p.m. in
the School Administration Building
at 302 Elm Street.
The board will vote on the final
budget at this time. At the meeting of
March 9, the board approved the tentative budget for the 2005-2006 school
year in the amount of $77,180,278.
The budget represents a 4.92 percent
increase, one of the lowest increases in
years. The Westfield Public School enrollment has increased 27 percent in
the last 10 years and is still rising.
More information about the budget
will be addressed at the March 29
meeting and is available at
www.westfieldnj.com and at the Board
of Education offices on Elm Street.

See it all on the Web!

www.goleader.com
WHS Marching Band
Plant Sale on Saturday

Mar. 28 School Closing
Depends on Weather

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
High School Marching Band will host
its annual spring and Easter plant sale
this Saturday, March 26, from 9 a.m.
to 1 p.m. at Roosevelt and Edison
Intermediate Schools.
Potted plants of tulips, daffodils,
lilies, mums, hydrangea, kolanchoe,
hyacinths, azaleas and other spring
flowers will be offered.
Roosevelt Intermediate School is
located at the corner of Dudley Avenue and Clark Street, and Edison
School is located at the corner of
Rahway Avenue and Grove Street.

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Board of Education announced at its
public meeting on March 15 that if
there are no further closings due to
weather, schools will be closed on
Monday, March 28.
As of the March 15 meeting date,
the Westfield Public School district
had one unused “snow” day left in its
2004-2005 calendar. As previously
scheduled, school will not be in session on Good Friday, March 25.
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WESTFIELD SCHOOL BOARD CANDIDATE

Drug Prevention, Intervention
Discussed by Steven Dorry
WESTFIELD – “In recent years,
schools around the nation have been
required to confront a growing problem of violence, drugs and alcohol in
their schools,” said Westfield Board
of Education candidate Steven Dorry.
Incidents involving students attacking other students or teachers are
becoming an all-too-familiar story.
Use of alcohol and drugs by teenagers is certainly not a new problem and
Westfield is no exception.
School districts around the country
debate about the appropriate means
of confronting violence, drugs and
alcohol in the schools. Some schools
have adopted strict zero-tolerance
policies effectively imposing the same
penalty for any infraction no matter
the degree. But are zero-tolerance
policies truly effective in reducing or
eliminating violence, drug or alcohol
use? Debates have been waged for
years over this very issue.
There is a lack of evidence to support that zero-tolerance policies are
truly effective in reducing violence
and drugs in the schools. In fact,
many school districts in urban areas
with significant problems with violence and drugs have adopted zerotolerance policies with little effect.
Such policies frequently have the
effect of disparate punishment for
vastly different degrees of offenses.
Imposing harsh and extreme measures such as expulsion for minor
infractions can have an overall negative effect on the entire population of
students diminishing the fundamental belief by most Americans that the
punishment should fit the crime.
The key to eliminating violence,
drugs and alcohol in our schools is a
comprehensive community-based

program of prevention and planning.
Students receive some level of education on abuse of alcohol and drugs as
part of the health curriculum.
However, we need to do more.
Stronger and earlier emphasis on the
negative impact of drug and alcohol
use needs to be introduced in our
schools. Behavior management needs
to be addressed as well.
Conflict resolution is a critical elements of any comprehensive prevention plan. Teachers and administrators must be trained to have a consistent philosophy on their approach to
emphasizing prevention.
Early screening and detection of
troubled young people is also critical
to preventing violence as well as drug
and alcohol abuse. Teachers need effective training on identifying the
signs of troubled children and children that may be under the influence
of drugs or alcohol.
Upon identifying such a child,
school officials need to follow a consistent intervention strategy that involves the student, administrators and
the parents. Each school should designate a safety and behavior support
team made up of counselors with the
goal of assisting a troubled student.
This approach ensures a consistent
and individualized response to disruptive or troubled students.
Long-term comprehensive planning and prevention can build a safe
and responsive school over time by
emphasizing teaching from an early
age. This, coupled with early identification of troubled students, with a
comprehensive, consistent program
for intervention are critical to fostering an educational environment conducive to learning.

Westfield BOE Candidates
To Participate in Forum
WESTFIELD — The candidates
for the Westfield Board of Education will have an opportunity to
answer public questions at a forum that will take place in the
Westfield High School (WHS)
Cafeteria on Wednesday, March
30, at 7:30 p.m.
The Westfield Parent-Teacher
Council is sponsoring the Candidates Night and the Westfield Area
League of Women Voters will provide a moderator.

The program will adhere to the
traditional criteria of discussion of
the issues.
The five candidates vying for
three seats on the Westfield Board
of Education include incumbents
Alice Hunnicutt and William Ziff
and newcomers Ann Ormsby Cary,
Steven Dorry and Gary McCready.
The Candidates Night will also
be taped by WHS-TV36 and broadcast on Channel 36 from early April
through the election date, April 19.

Raider Athletic Booster Club
Will Host First 50/50 Raffle
SCOTCH PLAINS – The first annual Scotch Plains-Fanwood Blue
Raider Athletic Booster Club 50/50
Raffle will be held on Friday, April
1, at the Italian-American Club in
Scotch Plains to benefit athletic programs at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School.
Only 250 tickets will be available
at $100 each, which includes dinner
and entertainment. The first ticket
drawn will be a winner, followed by
the 50th, 100th, 150th, 200th, and
the last ticket, which will be for the
grand prize of $10,000.
There will also be three $1,000
prizewinners and two winners of 32inch flat screen televisions.
To obtain tickets, please call Jane
Giannaci of the Scotch Plains Recreation Department at (908) 322-6700,
Barbara Gates at the Baseball School
at (908) 756-6868, Rob Harmer at the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Athletic Office at (908) 889-6500 or Russell
Wells at (908) 654-5923.

The Athletic Boosters Club is an
organization of over 200 parents and
friends of past, present and future
Raider athletes. While the vast majority of athletic support comes from
the school board, the Boosters contribute equipment, logistical support,
scholarships, and recognition awards.
The organization is an all-volunteer, non-profit club and part of the
costs of tickets is tax-deductible.

Kristen Gundrum Earns
Dean’s List Recognition;
Graduates West Chester
WESTFIELD – Kristen Gundrum,
the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. William
Gundrum of Westfield, graduated West
Chester University of Pennsylvania in
December of 2004 with a bachelor’s
degree in early childhood education.
A 2000 graduate of Westfield High
School, Kristen was named to the
dean’s list at West Chester University
during the last term of her senior year.

Concepts & Thought
SCOTCH PLAINS- FANWOOD BOE CANDIDATE

Warren McFall Announces
Candidacy for SP-F BOE
SCOTCH PLAINS – Warren
McFall, a resident of Scotch Plains
for over 25 years, has announced his
candidacy for the Scotch PlainsFanwood Board of Education.
The father of three children, all beneficiaries of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
public school system, Mr. McFall noted
that they enjoy successful careers having had the foundation of solid education values instilled in them through
their parents and public schools.
Mr. McFall is a graduate of Lehigh
University and has had an extensive
career in the corporate world as a
Vice President of a Performing Rights
Organization and consultant with
Ernst & Whinney.
Currently, he is a member of technical staff with Bell Labs, Lucent
Technologies, and has been responsible for a staff of over 200 working
with corporate budget and compensation issues.
Mr. McFall believes that involvement in his children’s education as
both a caring and informed father and
coach with over 16 years experience
in coaching girls high school intercity soccer teams, has given him a
unique perspective of the elements
necessary for successful students, as
well as accountability from the public school system.
“The understanding of public
school issues at a local, state and
federal level, as a result of two educators in my family, gives me an additional perspective on what works and
what doesn’t,” said Mr. McFall.

“My wife, Pat, is currently a principal in another district, and one of my
daughters teaches in our district, so I
have the opportunity to see all levels
of concerns, frustrations and accomplishments from an administrator’s
position as well as a classroom
teacher’s outlook,” he noted.
“Why am I running?” asked Mr.
McFall. “Because I strongly believe
in public education and wholeheartedly support the professional teaching staff while appreciating their expertise and commitment.”
He added, “I understand the frustrations of taxpayers, especially our community members on fixed incomes dealing with the escalating amount of money
necessary to support our schools. I also
recognize the importance of strong
schools and the impact they have on the
value of our properties.”
Mr. McFall noted, “State S1701 will
present financial challenges in maintaining our current school system, let
alone advancing them to more challenging curriculums and technology.”
“My experience in the budget process, both in business and non-profit
arenas, allows me to bring a special
expertise to the school board that is
necessary for a sound commitment to
serve on the board of education and
hope that voters will give me the opportunity to bring their concerns and
questions to the table,” he concluded.
For more information on Mr.
McFall, or to present questions directly to the candidate, please visit
www.WarrenMcFall.com.

WESTFIELD SCHOOL BOARD CANDIDATE

Basic Budget Questions
Answered by Gary McCready
WESTFIELD — The final exam for
school board members is the yearly
vote on the budget, according to
Westfield School Board candidate Gary
McCready. After several months of intense preparation, cram sessions with
the district’s administrators, and tax
rate calculations that make everyday
math look easy, the board will receive
their grade on Tuesday, April 19.
To help you understand the process, I’ve got the answers to some
frequently asked questions below.
Does anyone really understand the
school budget as it appears in the
Leader’s “Public Notice” section?
It’s rumored that Bob Berman, the
district’s business administrator,
knows it by heart. However, the
Board of Education members typically use a “program budget,” which
breaks down the costs into categories much easier to understand. You’ll
be seeing that in presentations and
on Channel 36.
How much will my taxes increase?
Well, that depends on your assessment - for the average Westfield home
assessed at $180,000, the proposed
increase will be $324.
Can’t the board save some money
somewhere? Yes, this year the board
has reduced spending by consolidating the technology department, by
negotiating a “managed care” health
plan option for most of the teachers,
and by contracting for lower utility
costs, to name a few areas. The board
is also planning to teach more special
education classes within the district,
reducing out of district costs that can
reach $100,000 per child.
Isn’t the state helping out with some
funds? Yes, to the tune of about 10
percent of Westfield’s budget, com-

pared to 50 percent on average for other
districts statewide. The state also regulates how Westfield and other school
districts can budget for education.
Districts that are primarily statefunded on average spend more per
child than Westfield does.
What happens if the budget is not
passed? Then the town council gets to
decide what amount or line items are
cut or reduced from budget. The cuts
can be made without considering the
Board of Education’s priorities or
strategic plan. The risk of a budget
not passing is approaching a reality
because even though more people
move into town for our great schools,
fewer are turning out to vote for the
budget that supports the schools, while
the number voting against the budget
stays fairly constant.
Do you have any ideas? Glad you
asked. If elected, I, Gary McCready,
would use my years of experience
personally managing millions in technology budgets to help craft a budget
that will produce the best educational
value for Westfield’s tax dollars.
I would also invite community
members to budget discussions that
match their interests to increase support for the budget. Lastly, I would
also like to see price tags applied to
the goals of the district’s strategic
plan for better long range planning.
Of course, visit www.mccready.com
for more details.
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Four Candidates Running
For Five Seats on Bd. of Ed
By ANNA GITHENS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and the Times

GARWOOD- The Garwood Board
of Education has received nominating petitions from four candidates
who plan to run for a seat on the board
in the upcoming election on Tuesday,
April 19.
This year, however, there are five
vacant seats, which constitute the most
vacancies the board has had on ballot
since 1992. The board is short one
petition and is hoping for a write-in
candidate. Ten votes are needed to
validate a write-in on school board
elections. If a write-in candidate is
not submitted, Superintendent Dr.
Carmen Centuolo of the Union
County Department of Education will
appoint someone to the vacant seat.
There are three, three-year seats
available that were previously served
by Monty Brown, Gary Maher and
former Board President Juanita Austin, who resigned last fall. Mr. Brown
and Mr. Maher are running again for
their second three-year terms.
Raymond Grimes temporarily filled
Ms. Austin’s seat after her resignation but will not be running in this
election.
There are also two, two-year seats
available that were previously served
by Borough Councilman Victor
DeFilippo and Borough Clerk Christina Ariemma. Both resigned this past
fall. Anthony Sytko stepped in to fill
Councilman DeFilippo’s seat in the
interim. Tracy Schadewald took Ms.
Ariemma’s position.
Mr. Sytko is not running in the election, however, Ms. Schadewald is now
running for a two-year term. The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times were unable to
reach Ms. Schadewald for comment.
In addition, Debbie Courtney has
filed as a first-time candidate running
for the other two-year term.
Mrs. Courtney has three children

in the Garwood school system, Sean
in sixth grade, Meghan in third grade,
and Danny in second grade. She is
currently a teacher with the Elizabeth
Board of Education.
“I have experience with teaching,
the ‘No Child Left Behind Act’, testing and curriculums,” said Mrs.
Courtney. “I’ve been on the PTA Executive Board for two years and I am
currently the treasurer. I’m also on
the education committee.”
Mrs. Courtney also noted that she
has been attending the board of education meetings in Garwood for years.
She felt that running for a seat would
suitably be the next step for her and
she is prepared to serve it well.
Mr. Brown has been on the board
for three years and is running for his
second three-year term.
“I am currently the chairperson for
the Buildings and Grounds Committee and the Policy and Personal Relations Committee. I have also sat on
the Negotiations Committee.”
Mr. Brown has lived in Garwood
for six years and has three children.
Two are in second and fourth grade at
Lincoln School and one is in Prekindergarten at Washington School.
Mr. Maher has also just finished up
his first three-year term on the school
board, and is running for a second
three-year term. He has been a resident of Garwood for about seven and
a half years.
“I am married with two children,
one in school in Garwood, the other
starting out in Pre-K here in Garwood
next year. My wife and I are partners
in Maher & Maher LLC, the only law
firm in Garwood,” said Mr. Maher.
The new members will be sworn-in
at the Tuesday, April 26, re-organization meeting. Officers will be decided on at this time as well. Adelle
Lewis is currently serving as board
president and could be reappointed at
that meeting.

Optimist Club of Westfield
Seeks Award Nominations
WESTFIELD – For the ninth consecutive year, the Optimist Club of
Westfield is seeking nominations
for its annual Youth Volunteer
Award, which is given to a senior at
Westfield High School (WHS) who
has distinguished himself or herself
through volunteer service in the
community.
“As an organization that is itself
founded on the principals of
volunteerism, the Optimist Club is

pleased to recognize young men and
women who have embraced these values at an early age,” said Youth Volunteer Award Chairman Marty Silverman.
The award includes a cash grant
and will be presented at the Awards
Night ceremony at WHS on Thursday, May 26.
To nominate a WHS senior for the
Youth Volunteer Award, please call
Mr. Silverman at (908) 654-0825 to
receive a nomination form.

POWERFUL ESSAY…On March 9, Westfield High School (WHS) junior Ally
Psyhojos was honored by the Optimist Club of Westfield for her winning entry
in its annual essay contest, which was organized around the theme, “The Power
of One.” She received a cash award of $250 for her well-crafted essay about her
experience helping the needy last summer in Mexico. A gymnast and WHS’ only
diver, Ally is interested in pursuing a career in broadcast journalism. Pictured,
left to right, are: Optimist President Mike Walsh, Ally, and New Jersey District
Governor Carol Eschmann.

Concerned about
an aging parent?
Find answers to your questions
in this book, “How to Care
for Aging Parents.”
AARP calls it “Indispensable!”
Tour a community today
for your FREE copy.*

Dangerous roads. Slippery sidewalks.
No milk in the fridge.
Soon you’ll be wishing Mom lived with us.
At Sunrise Senior Living, residents never
need to contend with Mother Nature.
They have our professional, caring staff with
them—along with friends, great dining,
activities, even a full service beauty/barber
shop on-site.
Before the next storm hits, ﬁnd out what a
Sunrise community has to offer—a variety
of living arrangements, personalized
assistance and care, amenities and services,

delicious meals, stimulating activities,
and scheduled group outings. Our residentcentered approach to senior living puts
residents ﬁrst, giving them options to meet
their individual needs and wishes.
Visit or call a Sunrise Senior Living
community to see what we do to make
our communities into places seniors
can call home.

* Limited quantities available.
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KLIMOWICZ FINISHES CAREER WITH 1,948 POINTS

Raider Senior Girls Marked
End of an Era in Basketball
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The graduation of four super athletes marks the end of an era for the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
girls basketball team. When Hillary
Klimowicz, Jenny Burke, Maura
Gillooly and Elizabeth DeCataldo
first stepped onto the court to play
their first varsity game in December
of 2001, perhaps, they never could
have guessed the impact they would
have on Raider girls basketball.
During the course of their four
years, the Raiders accumulated a remarkable record of 90-19 – 21-5 in
2002, 23-3 in 2003, 22-6 in 2004 and
24-5 in 2005 – while adding higher
profile teams to their schedule. The
Raiders received the second seed for
the Union County Tournament (UCT)
in 2002 but were stunned by eventual
champion Roselle. In 2003, the topseeded Raiders were finessed by
Union Catholic in the semis but came
back to win the UCT in 2004 and
2005. All four years, the Raiders were
stopped in the North Jersey, Group 3,
Section 2 finals by nemesis Malcolm
X. Shabazz, which won the Tournament of Champions in 2003 and 2004.
The impact of Klimowicz, who will
be playing for St. Joseph’s University
in Philadelphia, was phenomenal.
During the season, her name was in
print in area newspapers nearly as
much as the word “the”.
After totaling 448 points her freshman season and sinking another 503
points her sophomore season, it became apparent that the all-time Raider

David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times

Guard Elizabeth DeCataldo

girls’ record of 1,228 would be in
jeopardy. Klimowicz broke the girls
record on February 3, 2004 against
Shabazz and finished that season with
500 points. On December 21, 2004,
Klimowicz broke the all-time Raider
record of 1,482 set by Willie McCoy
(1983-86), then finished this season
with 497 points to bring her career
total to an astounding 1,948.
This season, Klimowicz, who had

this season, averaged around 200
points per season, hitting 245 in 2003
and 233 this season.
“Jenny was a great point guard and
floor leader. She made it difficult for
opponents to pressure us and that is a
great luxury for a high school coach,”
said McBride.
Gillooly was the Raiders’ threepoint queen, beginning with 35 in
CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

OFFENSIVE “POP” AND GOOD PITCHING…Leadoff hitter Billy Hearon, left, is just the beginning of the Blue Devils’
offensive “pop” and lefty Craig Ellis, right, is one of four strong starting pitchers who will be backed by several fine relievers.

MURRAY, RICCIUTI, POWER TO BE MEAT OF LINEUP

Blue Devil Baseballers Have
Offensive ‘Pop’, Pitching, ‘D’
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ALL-TIME LEADING SCORER…Hillary Klimowicz, No. 34, ended her fabulous high school career as the Raiders’ all-time scoring leader with 1,948 points.
Averaging more that 200 rebounds in her first three years and adding another 368
this season, she most likely shattered the all-time Raider rebound record.

been averaging at least 200 rebounds
in each of her previous three seasons,
pulled down an amazing 368 rebounds
to surpass the 900 mark in career
rebounds – most likely an all-time
Raider record. This season she also
made 129 blocked shots, a team-leading 49 steals and was 91-129 (70.5
percent) from the foul line.
“Coming in, I was very excited to
have one of the top post players in the
state, but knew we had a lot of work
to do (to restructure the team to her
system). The great thing was when
the seniors embraced the system,”
said Lori Gear McBride, in her first
season as Raider Head Coach. “She
(Klimowicz) was so coachable and
had a great attitude.”
Burke, the point guard and play
maker who averaged around 100 assists in her previous three years, had
183 this season to lead the Raiders all
four years in that category – most
likely placing her No. 1 in all-time
Raider girls’ assists. Additionally, the
Yale bound Burke, who had 41 steals

Last year’s Westfield High School
baseball team finished 16-7 and
shared the Watchung Conference
National Division crown with Scotch
Plains-Fanwood. With strong offense,
solid defense and a good pitching
rotation, this year’s team may be even
better.
Last year, the Blue Devils had one
of their best team batting averages

vice to the team. In that time, he had
some outstanding achievements. He
was a two-time district champion and
he placed all four years, which is
something not a lot of people can do,
said Blue Devil Head Coach Glen
Kurz.
Shaffer, a junior and the team captain, placed second in the district last
year at 160-lbs but jumped his record
to 23-7 this year, grabbed the 152-lb
District 11 crown, placed second in
the Union County Tournament, was
named First Team All-Watchung Con-

do is plug in a few more good hitters
and go from there. The potential is we
will have a good offense.”
Two juniors, catcher Mike Murray
and shortstop/pitcher Tom Ricciuti,
came up 3-4 in the batting lineup,
with respective averages of .400 and
.395. No. 5 batter senior Bryan Power
finished with a .361 average and stole
10 bases. Junior second baseman
Mike Diaz finished with a .348 BA
Senior leadoff batter Billy Hearon
finished with a .333 BA, led the team
in scoring with 30 runs and in stolen
bases with 12. Senior Sam Kim batted .327 and swiped nine bases.
“All our kids this winter put a lot of
time at hitting centers. In addition, a
lot of kids spent a lot of time in the
weight room,” said Brewster. “We are
slowly starting to get our batting eye,
getting our timing down. Last year,
we had eight guys hit the ball out of
the park and six are back. Along with
some of the kids up from the JV,
there’s a lot of pop in our bats. We
have guys hit for average, we have
some speed and we have pop in the
bat. I think we have a pretty exciting
team when it comes to scoring runs.”
With Hearon, Kim, Power and Chris
Hild, the Blue Devils expect to hoard
a heap of stolen bases this season.
“Other than those four, we also
have a lot of kids who have pretty
good speed,” Brewster pointed out.
“During my playing days, I was a
catcher and I knew what speed could
do to a team. It would sometimes

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

(BA) in memory, finishing .349. The
six returning starters in the lineup
finished with an incredible .369 average, so that statistic combined with a
junior varsity team that won the Union
County title should promise a very
successful 2005 season.
“We have six kids coming back
who put up some good numbers last
year,” stated Blue Devil Head Coach
Bob Brewster. “For a place to start
from, that’s pretty darn good. All you

SHAFFER WON DISTRICT 11 CROWN, FINISHED 23-7

Blue Devil Mat Men Focused
On Individual Performances
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Unable to fill eight or nine of the 14
weight classes, the Westfield High
School wrestling team had no chance
to win any meets so the primary focus
was on the individual development of
the five to six varsity wrestlers. The
results were amazing!
Last year, only two of those six
Blue Devils had winning records, Tom
DelDuca at 19-4 and Andrew Shaffer
at 13-8. The remaining four had a
combined record well below .500.
This season, however, the six varsity

Blue Devils finished with a combined 95-47 record and five qualified
for the Region 3 Tournament.
Senior Tom DelDuca was sidelined
most of the season with a shoulder
injury but managed to get back into
the lineup to qualify for the regional
tournament for the fourth time in his
career and finish with an 8-2 record.
As a freshman, he placed second in
District 11 at 130-lbs then won the
140-lb title his sophomore season and
the 145-lb title his junior season. This
season he placed third at 145-lbs.
“Tommy put in four years of ser-

Visit us at burgdorff.com to see all our homes for sale.

MOUNTAINSIDE

$759,000

MOUNTAINSIDE

$1,295,000

SCOTCH PLAINS

$465,000

Location! Location! Location! Immaculate Custom Colonial on
cul-de-sac also offers 3 Bedrooms, 2.5 baths, Family Room, Florida
Room, Central Air Conditioning and lovely, private yard.

Take one look and fall in love with this gracious brick Colonial nestled
on park-like grounds. Boasts 3 fireplaces, wood floors, greenhouse,
slate roof and much more. Call to preview.

Park lover’s dream! Charming Cape Cod with deep yard and a jog
to the park, Kitchen with breakfast area, Central Air Conditioning
and central vacuum.

SCOTCH PLAINS

SCOTCH PLAINS

WESTFIELD

$499,000

Tranquil setting, 3-4 Bedrooms, 2 baths Custom Cape. Backs to
Watchung Reservation. One third acre flat property on cul-de-sac.
Wood-burning fireplace in Living Room, Eat-In Kitchen, garage and
muchmore.

$650,000

Sprawling Ranch style home, close to elementary and middle schools,
Fanwood center and NY transportation. All large rooms on nearly
one acre of land.

$1,425,000

Looking out over Echo Lake golf course, this beautiful updated center hall
Colonial offers wood floors, interior French doors, a fabulous Kitchen with
adjoining sitting room, Living Room with fireplace, Formal Dining Room with
French door to covered patio, master bedroom with walk-in closet and full bath,
Family Room with French door to patio and fabulously landscaped yard.

For all your mortgage needs Call ERA Mortgage at 888-421-3813
WESTFIELD OFFICE • 600 North Avenue West • Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-0065
16 Offices Throughout New Jersey
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Devil’s Den

Don’t Be Fooled! Steroid Use Is Not
Exclusive to Pro and Collegiate Sports
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It’s interesting how professional
sports commissioners, owners,
coaches, etc. appear to be in the dark
about steroid use. It’s also interesting
how CEO’s of major companies like
WorldCom (WorldCon), Global
(Double) Crossing and ENRON (End
Run) seemed to have been unaware of
the situation when these giants came
crashing to the ground.
Although professional sports has
not taken a spiraling financial nose
dive like WorldCom, Global Crossing
and ENRON, what they all have had
in common is that it takes a very
intelligent, aware individual to make
it to the top perch. These people must
also be surrounded by intelligent,
aware individuals to keep them informed. In a major crisis, however,
these particular intellects seem to become naïve or brain dead!
Perhaps many believed that
WorldCom, Global Crossing and
ENRON CEO’s may have deliberately misled their employees and the
public – in other words cheated! The
same cheating attitude, in a different
form, seems to be present with professional and collegiate sports from the
top down to the athletes when it comes
to steroids. Unfortunately, this attitude sends a message to our youth that
“cheating” is OK.
The majority of college and high
school athletes may not use steroids
but, don’t be fooled, many do and the
temptation to be lured into the steroid
world is enormous to young adults.
Having been in the health spa business for many years, including owning a fitness center in the Clearwater,
Fla. area for more than four years, I
have seen the misuse of steroids and
the nearly overwhelming temptation
for weight trainers of all ages to follow suit. Even middle school children
have used steroids in order to “look
big” for the beach.
Because of one’s genetic makeup,
there are multitudes of ways steroids
can affect humans and I have seen
most of them.
First of all, steroids can increase the
growth of nearly all living tissue, good
or bad, in addition to altering attitude
in the form of rage. It has been found
that its use can grossly increase the

size of muscle tissue in a very short
period of time – very appealing to
young athletes or weightlifters to get
a head start (develop cheaters’
muscles). Within three or four months,
that 5’8” 145-150-lb teenager has
transmogrified into a 210-lb behemoth without growing in height. It’s
not over. A few months later, still
5’8”, the scales are screaming at 235lbs and huge balloon-like biceps and
pectoral muscles and rock-like shoulders yield an “out of whack” appearance – somewhat distorted.
However, the urge to get stronger,
be “big” or to get the athletic advantage – cheat – outweighs the possible
pitfalls in the mind of that individual.
Some may say, “so what!” Alright,
here is the “so what!” Almost every
person I have known for a reasonable
period of time who has used steroids
has been affected, some very early in
their usage and some much later, depending on their genetic response.
It seems to me that the best thing
that can happen to a young user is to
have immediate problems because
they usually come in the form of heavy
acne, usually around the shoulders,
back and face due to the “revving up”
of the human machine. Blood pressure will rocket and so will the cholesterol levels. Some experience a “hacking” cough. Emotional edginess usually sets in and, fortunately, most of
these users decide to quit before the
real damage occurs.
Others, known as the periodic users, would pull disappearing acts when
they went off the steroids and would
not be seen for two or three months.
When they finally returned to work
out, they would be 30-35-lbs lighter
and depressed. Much of their strength,
size and ego would be gone. The depression time can be dangerous! They
decide to “juice” again.
For those who seem to be unaffected initially, although the high blood
pressure and cholesterol increase still
exists, the real danger may be hidden
inside. Under the skin, the muscles
actually outgrow the tendons disproportionately. The stimulated muscles
are able to lift heavier and heavier
weights but the tendons are enduring
increasing stress. One individual, a
Florida state champion power lifter
who had managed not to have notice-

able problems for years, literally “blew
out” his left pectoral muscle leaving a
black and blue bruise the size of a
basketball. Worse, after the bruise
cleared, a huge concave dent remained
– not very appealing.
But that was just a surface wound. He
was “rotting” inside! This same individual also developed kidney, liver and
heart problems and later was hooked up
to a kidney dialysis machine. His weight
plummeted from a muscular 285-290lbs to 220-lbs and dropping in less than
a month. His older brother, who also
had been a steroid user, suffered a heart
attack at the age of 34 and developed
skin cancer. His younger brother, who
had been using steroids for nearly a
year, wisely quit.
More than one male teenage individual I have known did experience
rapid muscular size and strength increases but along with that, they developed breasts – somewhat humiliating
to the owner and they do not go away.
Keep in mind, they also developed
acne, flushed faces from high blood
pressure and attitude inconsistency.
One individual, a Florida State University student at the time, with a
height of 5’7” and weighing 245-lbs
with a 29” waist entered my gym. My
first impression was, “Oh my God!
How grotesque!” His muscles were
so filled with fluid that I thought he
was going to burst. His skin looked
like stretched plastic. Nearly a year
later he was escorted into my gym by
his fiancé, considerably lighter. He
told me a story of how he developed
kidney and liver problems and, while
in the hospital, lost 70-lbs in two
weeks. He nearly died at the age of 21.
Also, it appeared that some brain damage may have taken place because he
was mentally slow to respond to external stimuli. His fiancé would also
pick him up after his workout.
Beauty may be in the eyes of the
beholder; however, several young
women of college age who began using steroids to get involved in body
building contests not only displayed
an unusual muscularity but also began growing facial hair. Aside from
the other drawbacks of steroid use,
these particular young women also
developed a weird voice that sounded
like an alien from the 1980’s TV series “V” – sort of a double quivering.
The sense that it is OK to use steroids, because many professional and
collegiate athletes use them, owners
look the other way because the extra
“bigness” can put a bigger bulge in
their wallet and commissioners just
give them a hand slap, sends a terrible
message that it is OK to “cheat”. For
the sake of our youth, college provosts
should clamp down, professional sports
organization owners should shed their
greenness of “greed” and commissioners should deal with steroid violations
more harshly before more giants come
crashing to the ground.
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Spring Is in the Air,
And so Is Baseball
By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It’s springtime, and an old man’s
dreams turn to … baseball, or, more
specifically, Westfield High School
baseball.
True story. A guy at work says to
me, “Who’s your favorite baseball
team?” And I answer, as I always
have, “Westfield High School.” He
says, “No, your favorite pro baseball
team.” And I answer, as I always
have, “I don’t have any interest in
the professional teams, in any sport.
My favorite teams are Westfield High
School.”
And among my favorites at WHS
are the baseball teams. Maybe it’s
because I grew up in a baseball house.
My dad was a three-year starting
catcher at Long Branch High in the
late 1930s, and he was my coach (a
cross between Vince Lombardi and
Bobby Knight) as a youth growing
up in North Long Branch. (If you
ever saw the movie “The Great
Santini,” you know what it was like
in my house if we lost.)
My senior year at WHS (1963)
was the dawn of a great era of baseball in Westfield. The high school
was a power for a decade under
coaches Norm Koury, Dick Zimmer
and Dave Cilo. The Post No. 3 American Legion team was always a state
title contender. And Robert Turner’s
Westfield Merchants were usually
among the top teams in the Union
County League and Plainfield Twilight League.
Koury became head coach my senior year, after going undefeated as
the jayvee coach for several years.
He was a tough, old school disciplinarian, and that’s how his teams
played. They bunted. They stole
bases. They hit cutoff men and
backed up bases. And they won.
When Koury left for Morristown after the 1967 season, his WHS teams
had gone 90-29 and won two Union
County Tournament titles.
One of Koury’s players on that
final team was Bob Brewster, a
catcher and team captain. This spring,
“Brew” will be starting his 23rd season as the varsity baseball coach at
WHS. Only golf coaches Walter
Johnson and Gary Kehler, and tennis
coach Sam Bunting have had longer
tenures in one varsity sport.
Brewster’s teams have won 369
games, the most of any WHS coach
in a single sport. By the time Mike
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
PLANNING BOARD
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that at the
Planning Board Meeting of the Township
of Scotch Plains held on March 14, 2005,
the Board adopted the following Resolutions of Approval:
E-2 Willow, LLC, for a Waiver of Site
Plan for 504 Willow Avenue and 1720 E.
Second Street, Block 404, Lot 2.01 to
construct a second story addition to a
portion of the existing building.
Bill Wilkins, for Minor Subdivision for
1650 & 1640 Raritan Road, Block 14001,
Lots 4 & 5, to relocate the existing lot line
and construction of an addition to the
existing home on Lot 4.
The file pertaining to these applications
are in the Office of the Planning Board and
available for public inspection during regular office hours.
Barbara Horev
Secretary to the Planning Board
1 T - 3/24/05, The Times
Fee: $22.44

Murray and Tom Ricciuti graduate
in 2006, Brewster should have 400
victories in his rear-view mirror.
This spring figures to bring quite a
few W’s, with Murray (catcher, .400
average) and Ricciuti (shortstop, .395)
back for their third varsity seasons.
First baseman Bryan Power hit .361
last spring, second baseman Mike
Diaz hit .348, leftfielder Sam Kim
was .327 and centerfielder/pitcher
Billy Hearon hit .333. (Is it really 35
years since I coached his dad, Bob, in
summer baseball?).
Dan Clark, Jan Cocozziello, John
Boyd and Ken Wichoski will have to
be replaced. But coach Ken Miller’s
jayvee team went 15-3 and won the
county jayvee tournament behind
Diego Betancourt (.471), Brandon
Cuba (.438, 7-0 pitching), Craig Ellis
(.418) and Alex Zieler (.500). And
last year’s freshman team was 10-1
under coach Joe Marino.
The days are getting longer, soon
the birds will be chirping and the
trees will be blossoming and it’ll be
time to join the regulars down the
leftfield line at Edison to watch
“Brew’s Crew” in action. Could a
third sectional title (1949 and 1988
were the other two) be in the offering?
This also figures to be a very good
spring for third-year coach Tara Pignoli and her WHS softball team.
After shocking many last year by
winning the school’s first sectional
softball title since 1990, and nearly
reaching the state championship
game, Pignoli has a veteran group to
try and go a few steps further this
spring.
While five regulars – C Lauren
Musacchia, RF Jess Guerriero, 1B
Jen Frost, DP Danielle Coleman and
OF Danielle Palentchar – were lost
to graduation, the nucleus of a good
season is returning, led by senior
left-handed pitcher Lauren Gelmetti,
who is also one of the county’s top
hitters, having hit .453, .368 and
.346 in her first three varsity seasons. The infield returns 2B Katie
Smith (.352), shortstop Kris
Fietkiewicz (.294) and 3B Marilyn
Mench (.339), while LF Abby
Chazanow (.316) and CF Mary Kate
Flannery (.397) are also back. Speedy
Brianna Giovanello scored 22 times
last year as the courtesy runner.
Last year’s jayvee went 12-5 behind pitchers Sam Mooney and Jenny
LaSpata, and the freshmen were 9-4.
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
NOTICE IS hereby given that at a regular meeting of the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, held on Tuesday, March 22, 2005 the following ordinance entitled:
AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING THE SUM OF $25,000
FROM THE NEW JERSEY
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION SAFE STREETS
TO SCHOOLS PROGRAM IN
CONNECTION WITH THE
PROJECT
KNOWN
AS
EVELYN STREET SIDEWALKS
was adopted on second and final reading.
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk
1 T - 3/24/05, The Times
Fee: $20.40

TRIVIA QUESTION
Another trivia question from Bruce
Moran, Class of 1976: At the 1976
state wrestling tournament in
Princeton, Westfield wrestlers accomplished two feats that have not been
duplicated by the program since. Who
were the wrestlers and what were the
accomplishments?
BALLYARDS VISITED
Since it’s that time of year, the Den
was wondering if anybody had any
favorite ballparks that they’ve seen
games. I’m not talking Camden Yards
or Fenway Park. I’m talking local
high school or semi-pro type fields.
Here’s just a couple I’d have to rank
above the rest, and definitely worth
your time to drive out to see them:
* Duncan Park, Spartanburg, S.C.:
Built in 1925, this stadium hosted the
1936 American Legion World Series,
was used by several minor league
teams, and is still in use today. (OK,
maybe this one’s too far for just “a
drive.”)
* Limeport (Pa.) Stadium: Former
home of the semipro Limeport Milkmen (Howard “Lefty” Fegely, the
owner of a local milk company, built
the stadium), and still used by the
local high schools and the Blue Mountain League.
* Dolak Field, Alpha, N.J.: Former
home of the Alpha entry in the TriCounty League, it’s located just south
of Phillipsburg. Still used by American Legion team and Phillipsburg
High School freshmen.
* Washington, N.J.: Located on
Route 57, heading up toward the Delaware Water Gap, this field was used
by the Washington entry in the TriCounty League and is still used by
Warren Hills High School.
SPEAKING NATIONALLY
Student Sports magazine is probably as close as you can get to a
“national” high school sports magazine, and its rankings are always considerably more accurate than USA
TODAY. The March 2005 issue of SS
has its preseason Fab 50 for baseball
and softball, and New Jersey only has
one team in each.
Seton Hall Prep is No. 48 in baseball, at No. 48 and St. John Vianney
comes in at No. 16 in softball. The No.
1 teams? Monsignor Pace (Opalaka,
Fla.) in baseball, and Pacifica (Garden
Grove, Calif.) in softball.
There is also a section on the
nation’s top underclassmen in football, and New Jersey has two athletes
mentioned: tailback Knowshon
Moreno of Middletown South and
defensive back Myron Rolle of the
Hun School in Princeton Township.
It’s a pretty cool magazine, and
reaches far beyond its California home
base. I’ve got every issue since discovering the February 2001 issue on
a magazine rack in a tiny store in
Quakertown, Pa. If interested, contact www.StudentSports.com.
TRIVIA ANSWER
It was the last WHS state champion
(Chuck Cosenza) and the last time
WHS had two wrestlers (Cosenza
and Jerry Gottlick) in the state finals.
Bruce Johnson’s Devil’s Den appears every Thursday in the Westfield
Leader. Contact him with comments
or ideas at bj1019@aol.com

Kimberley A. Haley
Expect More

NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE PLATINUM LEVEL 2002 & 2004

PRISTINE COLONIAL HOME ON A QUIET CUL- DE-SAC
Pristine and spacious Colonial home on a quiet cul-de-sac on the South
side of Scotch Plains. Updates include a gourmet eat- in Kitchen with
top of the line appliances, first floor Laundry Room, Family Room with
fireplace, finished basement & large formal rooms underlain by newly
finished hardwood floors. This four bedroom home with in-ground pool
and beautifully landscaped grounds offers all of the amenities for
today’s family.
Offered for $899,900.

Coldwell Banker
Residential Brokerage

908.301.2004 - Direct Line
KimHaley@coldwellbanker.com
www.KimHaley.com

Business 908.233.5555
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090
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Viking Boy Cagers Complete
Very Impressive, 17-6 Season
By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A tenacious Union Catholic High
School boys’ basketball team took to
the courts this past season and finished with a very impressive, 17-6,
record.
The season was indeed highlighted
when the Vikings pulled off a stunning, 63-61, come-from-behind victory over Brearley in the county tournament. Six days later, the day after
the Vikings lost to St. Patrick, Union
Catholic tied the game against North
Warren with two-tenth of a second
remaining, then scored nine points in
overtime for a 59-50 victory.
“We really played over our own
expectations. It showed the difference between this year and last year.
We had the resiliency to come back at
end of ball games and hit the big
shots,” said Viking Head Coach Jim
Reagan Jr. “We won the Mountain
Valley Conference, by beating Technology, 69-66. Most people probably
thought we would finish fifth but we
were able to win it this year. We beat
Brearley in a thriller in the county
tournament after we were down ten
with three minutes remaining. We
changed to a full-court press and that
pressure resulted in a 12-3 run. We
made it to the NJSIAA tournament
for the first time in seven years, however lost to a pretty good Bergen
Catholic team.”
The good news is all of the starters
will return next year. Perhaps the
three best returning players include
first team, all-conference junior point
guard Mike Seamon who led the Vikings in two categories. Seamon who
could virtually score from anywhere,
fired in 220 points and led with 142
assists. In addition, he was second
both offensively and defensively in
rebounds with 124.
Second team all-conference forward
junior Chris Esperon demonstrated his
effectiveness by ruling the boards with
186 and scored 207 points.
“He really did a nice job. However,
being undersized at 6'-2” he defended
well against the other team’s big guy,”
said Reagan.
Sharpshooter Matt Peters, a junior
forward better known for his key free
throws at the end of games burned the
net with 200 points.

David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times

Point guard Jenny Burke

“He hit big shots in our win against
Brearley, then again against Montclair
Kimberly, which took us over the
hump,” said Reagan.
First year varsity player, junior Obi
Nwizugbo, a 6'-5" center, dramatically improved his shot blocking and
his drop-step lay-ups as the season
progressed. He totaled 133 rebounds
for the season and led the Vikings
with 42 blocked shots. Off the bench,
freshman guard Tony LaRocca,
sophomore Terrell Calloway and jun-

ior Brandon Brown provided some
real significant offensive minutes.
“We have been developing some
players, team work, the tough defense
that we play and it’s all been coming
together for us,” concluded Reagan.
“Next year we move up in conference
whereby we will play Rahway and
Hillside. Hopefully, the confidence and
consistency that we had this year will
really help us. The goal is to win the
Valley, which is realistic and play the
Mountain teams tough.”

Experience, Maturity Offer
Success for UC Baseballers
By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Pitching experience and defensive
maturity may put the Union Catholic
High School boys’ baseball team in
the thick of the action for county and
sectional honors this season.
With a relatively young team, the
Vikings provided plenty of clout finishing with an 11-8 record.
“We had a real nice season, however a lot of rainouts hurt our total
number of games,” said Viking Head
Coach Jim Reagan Jr. “As a twelve
seed, we upset five seed Linden, 8-4,
in the first round of the county tournament, then lost in the quarters to
eventual champion Scotch Plains, 32. In the NJSIAA playoffs, we lost to
Saint Peter’s Prep, 10-7, in the first
round.”
Noticeably lost to graduation are
four seniors: centerfielder Steve
Farawell, second baseman Brian
Smith, outfielder and pitcher Brandon Garcia and third baseman Pete
PUBLIC NOTICE

DEADLY FROM 3-POINT RANGE…Raider Maura Gillooly, left, bucketed 45
three-pointers this season and finished her career with 1,078 points.

Raider Senior Girls Marked
End of an Era in Basketball
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

each of her first two seasons and
finishing with a team-leading 45 this
season. She became the second Raider
on the team to break the 1,000-point
plateau, finishing with a total of 1,078
– 167 in 2002, 287 in 2003, 335 in
2004 (2004 stats unavailable) and
289 this season. This season, she also
had 86 assists, 85 rebounds and 41
steals.
“Maura was such a great competitor and one of the best 3-point shooters I had coached. She made it easier
to go inside to Hillary and gave us a
nice balanced attack,” said McBride.
DeCataldo had her best offensive
total this season with 178 points, including 19 three-pointers, while adding 65 rebounds, 62 assists and 35
steals.
“Elizabeth was very deceptive. A
lot of times people forgot about her
and that worked to our advantage,”
said McBride. “She was a very good
defensive player and shut down a lot
of people.”
Though there will be a noticeable
change next year, junior Lauren
Benovegno and sophomore Allie
Zazzali made significant contributions this season and will be joined by
several talented girls. Zazzali bucketed 169 points, including 14 threepointers, and hit 23-41 (74.2 percent)
from the line, while adding 70 rebounds, 43 swipes and 30 assists.

Benovegno was second on the team
in rebounds with 191, sank 106 points,
had 34 steals and contributed 21 assists.
“Lauren is going to be very effective. She improved tremendously. We
will depend on her for leadership and
post presence,” said McBride who
added, “Allie was without a doubt our
most improved player. She took pressure off the seniors and they took the
pressure off her. She will make a
major impact next year.”
Sophomore Tiffany Smith contributed 82 points, 83 steals and 27 rebounds. Sophomore Lauren Mains
saw limited action due to an injury
but contributed 29 points, 46 rebounds
and 11 steals. Junior Loni Kaye finished with 35 points, 34 rebounds and
25 assists. Freshman Brianne
Mahoney contributed 29 points and
12 rebounds.
“Tiffany is going to be huge next
year. She injured her knee and was in
and out of the training room. If she’s
full strength next year, she is going to
be good,” predicted McBride.
Also members of this year’s junior
varsity team that won the Union
County JV Tournament are expected
to be vying for varsity positions. Perhaps another fine Raider era is about
to begin!
“I’m excited to see who is going to
step in,” said McBride.

Page 13

VIKINGS EXPECT MOUND STRENGTH FROM KONCEN

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Thursday, March 24, 2005

NOTICE is hereby given that at a meeting of the Township Council of the Township of Scotch Plains, held in the Council
Chambers in the Municipal Building of
said Township on Tuesday, March 22,
2005, there was introduced, read for the
first time, and passed on such first reading, the following ordinance:
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
CHAPTER VII OF THE GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS ENTITLED “TRAFFIC”
PURPOSE: Prohibiting parking on
Westfield Ave. (north side) from the northeast curb line of Union Ave. to a point 75 ft.
east thereof and from the northwest curb
line of Union Ave. to a point 58 ft. west
thereof.
A public hearing for same will be held on
Tuesday, April 12, 2005 at 8:00 p.m. in the
Council Chambers of the Municipal Building, or any time and place to which a
meeting for the further consideration of
such ordinance shall from time to time be
adjourned, and all persons interested will
be given an opportunity to be heard concerning such ordinance.
A copy of same may be obtained from
the office of the Township Clerk, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday by any member of
the general public who wants a copy of
same without cost.
BARBARA RIEPE
Township Clerk
1 T - 3/24/05, The Times
Fee: $35.19

Rivera, who now plays third base and
pitches at NJIT. Reagan plans to have
a banner year and expects to get plenty
of wins from his pitching trio of Andy
Koncen, Dave Klimowicz and Chris
Whittemore. Koncen, the 6'-4 senior
will be looked to as the main man.
“He was all-county with a 6-2
record and lost 3-2 to Scotch Plains in
the county tournament. We’re really
looking for big things from him,” said
Reagan. “However, the key for us
really will be our overall pitching as
it is in this game. We’re pretty solid
and we think we have a chance of
beating anyone when Koncen
pitches.”
Klimowicz, a junior, will toss in
the number two spot and sophomore
Whittemore, notably the best player
on the field according to Reagan, will
fill the three spot in the rotation and
play third base.
“They have given us major innings
in our summer legion programs, but
the key in how good we can be will be
determined by how well our youth
will pitch, said Reagan.”
Offensive muscle will be provided
by leadoff hitter and centerfielder junior Matt Oliveto. Reagan has yet to
decide who will be batting second.

Whittemore who fares very well with
the “metal stick”, appears to have the
edge according to Reagan. Chris
Esperon, now a junior, matured very
well last year at the catcher position
and will bat third or fourth without a
doubt.
“He really does a nice job handling
the pitching staff, does a good job
blocking the balls and will probably
be our clean-up hitter. Hitting is his
key, and he certainly will have a couple
of homeruns this year,” said Reagan.
Junior Mike Honeymar, who is
expected to play shortstop and fill in
at first, will bat fifth in the rotation.
Klimowicz and senior right fielder
Rob Downer will round out the order.
Batting ninth and starting at second
base will be sophomore Anthony
Marsall.
Reagan concluded, “Last year our
junior legion team, with a 24-1 record,
won the county title and all those kids
are back with us. They have been part
of the program and now they just
need the experience at the varsity
level. Our goal is to definitely be one
of the top six teams in the county,
hopefully make it a little deeper in the
county tournament and win a game or
two in the state tournament.”

GET FIT NOW &
PAY KIDS’ TUITION WITH . . .
. . . a women’s health and beauty business that pays
$300 commission checks. Tammy Moskowitz of New
Hampshire began 5 years ago and now earns $15$18,000 per month with a steady solid company,
excellent quality/high reorder products, and no hype
or rah-rah promises. Come hear Tammy speak on
Saturday April 16 th from 8:30 to 4:30 PM in
Parsippany. Tickets $25 but the hot lunch is on us for
those willing to look and learn. Over 50 towns in NJ
need a local person to manage just 10-15 customers
per month. No obligation to buy products or participate
in our business. Just bring your notebook and your
personal goals. Contact Karen at 908-294-7442 or
Chuck at getfitnow@comcast.net for more information.
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WESTFIELD

$439,900

Sunny 3 Bedroom Cape set on a knoll w/deep fenced yard featuring Liv Rm; Formal Din Rm; updated EIK; 2
updated full baths; CAC and 1 car Garage. Great location convenient to park, pool and NYC transportation.
WSF0184

&RQWHPSRUDU\&RORQLDO

Simply Wonderful
Gleaming hardwood floors and a generous foyer welcome you into this bright
and airy home with refinished chestnut molding, antique oak fireplace mantle,
and recessed lighting. This pristine 1920’s colonial boasts a spacious living
room, dining room w/French sliders, and entrée to a cheerful eat in kitchen,
while the 2nd floor offers 3 sunny bedrooms and a updated full bath. Within
walking distance of schools, town, and NYC transportation, this home sits on a
quiet tree lined street. This is a “MUST SEE “ home!!!

Offered at $ 489,900.00
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090 908-233-

WESTFIELD

$450,000

Spacious 3 Bedroom 1 1/2 bath Split Level nestled on nice lot w/large fenced in rear yard featuring a Living Room;
Formal Dining Room; Eat-In Kitchen; Family Room and 1 car garage. Updates include furnace, hot water heater, tilt
windows and vinyl siding. WSF0188

F
RANK D. ISOLDI
Broker / Sales Associate
#1 Agent - Westfield Office
NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1993-2004
Platinum Level: 2004
Direct Dial: 908-301-2038

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

©2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT, Inc.

WESTFIELD OFFICE • 209 CENTRAL AVENUE • 908-233-5555

Page 14

Thursday, March 24, 2005

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Blue Devil Baseballers Have
Offensive ‘Pop’, Pitching, ‘D’

Blue Devil Matmen Focused
On Individual Performances

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

ference and finished fourth in the
Region 3 Tournament, one shy of
qualifying for the trip to Atlantic City.
Resorting mostly to his powerful
double-leg takedowns, he led the team
by far in that category with 75.
“Andrew! Over the summer, I could
see that he was becoming a wrestler.
For a kid with relatively little experience, he really shined this year. Everything he got he deserved. He
worked for everything and does everything you ask from him the right
way. He doesn’t go through the motions. He’s only going to get better.
Placing fourth in the region is going
to leave him a bit hungry. He wants to
get down to Atlantic City,” said Kurz.
The biggest turnaround came with
junior Dan Whitney, who had a sub
.500 record last year at 140-lbs. This
season, he competed at 171-lbs,
placed second in the districts and
finished with a stunning 23-9 record.
“He too is relatively new. Dan committed himself to the weight room in
the off-season. He showed a lot of
maturity this year. I am really proud
of what he accomplished wrestling
wise and just in general. He will continue to wrestle throughout the summer,” Kurz said.
Sophomore Marc Boyd was a very
pleasant surprise, led the team in pins
with 12 and finished with an 18-9
record.
“Marc was a 160-pounder stuck in
a 152-pounder’s body,” stated Kurz.
“He went from 5-12 as a freshman to
18-9 this year, which is a huge turnaround. He did some off-season work.
I think he’s starting to buy into the
fact that you need that off-season
work to be successful.”
Junior Colin Williard, who qualified for the region tournament last
year at 171-lbs, broke into the varsity
lineup just in time to qualify at 189lbs and finish with a 9-3 record.
“I think that shows what kind of
potential Colin has. Both years he has

been in and out of the lineup but, both
years come tournament time, he’s
gotten by. He’s someone who has not
spent as much time in the off-season.
If he commits himself to it, there’s no
telling what he can accomplish,” said
Kurz.
Junior Matt Kamel showed remarkable progress as the season progressed
and peaked in time to qualify for the
regions at 119-lbs.
“Matt had what I consider a great
year,” stated Kurz. “He’s a kid that
gives you 100 percent every day. He’s
somebody who listens. He’s buying
into what we are teaching him.”
In addition to the varsity, the Blue
Devils had a loyal junior varsity squad
that could contribute a few more to
next year’s varsity lineup.
“As a coach, what made me proudest is that they kept on coming back.
They persevered. I don’t think any of
my kids have really reached their
potential yet. They are just starting to
tap into it, so there are great things
ahead,” Kurz commented.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LOOKING SOUTH TOWARD ATLANTIC CITY…Blue Devil junior Andrew
Shaffer, top, won the 152-lb District 11 Crown and finished with a 23-7 record.

Union County Rugby Club
To Battle Providence, R. I.
The Union County Rugby Men’s
Football Club, the Mudturtles, will host
the Providence rugby team from Providence, R.I., at 1 p.m. on Saturday, April
9, at Unami Field on the Garwood/

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HUGE TURNAROUND…Blue Devil Dan Whitney, top, finished with a fine 239 record and placed second in the district at 171-lbs.

Westfield/Cranford border. The park is
located on the corner of Lexington Ave
and South Union Street The actual field
is on South Union Street about 500 feet
past the intersection. There is plenty of
parking on the street and a parking lot
on Lexington Ave.
The Union County Rugby
Mudturtles is comprised of over 60
veteran rugby players as well as a
newly formed high school aged team
from the Union and Middlesex
County area. Amongst the eight teams
that are currently competing out of
New Jersey the Mudturtles have established themselves as one of the
most successful teams in the state.
With an impressive haul of State
Championships, the UCRFC have
also been the National Division II
Champions played, Premier Division
rugby and finished third in the nation
in Division III in the spring of 2001.
In 2004 they had their best season
since 1989 and advanced to the Division II playoffs.
Rugby in the United States has
seen its popularity and exposure boom
in the last five years. A roster of
players’ names and jersey numbers
will be given out at the game. Further
information regarding the game of
rugby or the team is available by
calling Chris Clark at (201) 213-1952
or
e-mail
him
at
rugby0366@yahoo.com.

cause pitchers not to throw as many
curve balls. If they throw the ball
down in the dirt, the threat is there.
One of the things we have been working on in our scrimmages is every kid
has a green light. If you get thrown
out, it’s not a big deal. We learn our
limits that way.”
Defensively, Murray will be behind the plate with a strong backup
from junior Dave Kaplow who will
also spend time at third base along
with Brandon Cuba, Jay Anderson
and Diego Betancourt. With Power
and Alex Zierler at first, Diaz and
Matt Melino at second, and Ricciuti
and Josh Gerckens at shortstop, the
Blue Devils look to have a solid infield. Hearon and Kim are solid in
center and leftfield, respectively.
Craig Ellis and Chris Hild expect to
be in rightfield. Jayshawn King and
Pierce Gaynor will also be rotated in
the outfield.
“Some of these young men are
working with the varsity but depending upon how things shake out, they
could either be with us or they may
get more playing time with the JV’s.
From what I’ve seen defensively, we
have picked the ball up very well.
That pleases me,” stated Brewster.
“I’m a firm believer in the ‘Big In-

ning’ theory – how many winning
teams scored more runs in one inning
than the other team scored in the
whole game. More than 50 percent of
the games are won that way. Our idea
is don’t give up the big inning!”
In addition to smart defense, the
effectiveness of four mound aces
Hearon and Ricciuti along with Cuba
and Ellis and relievers Anderson,
Andrew Streaman and Dave Ganz
will help minimize big innings.
“These four pitchers in the offseason have worked hard. They had a
number of different pitching coaches
who have helped to hone their control, work on their motion. They are
way ahead of the game,” Brewster
said.
With Murray behind the plate, “One
of the good things about having any
good catcher around is that our backstop is 70 feet back. If our pitchers are
unsure of the catcher blocking pitches,
they won’t throw curve balls with
men on base. Michael has instilled
enough confidence in our pitchers
that they are not afraid to throw those
pitches,” said Brewster who added,
“This whole team loves to work. They
will do the repetitive drills over and
over again. The potential is there to
be very successful.”

SUCCESSFUL HOOPS SEASON…The Westfield Nets fifth grade basketball
team just completed a successful season. Pictured, left to right, are: front row;
Anthony Valles, Taylor Friss, Chris Albanese, Julia Wanfried, Jack Rickles, Evan
Friedman, Greg Flood and Patrick Reilly; back row, Marc Schwarz, Michael
Clancy, Peter Wanfried, Andrew Schwarz, Jacob Ziff, Brendan Seery, Tom Malley,
John Stelmach, Drew Jackson and Coaches Mark Friedman and Chris Wanfried.

SHEA CELEBRATES 26 YEARS OF EXCELLENCE

Kathy Shea
Kathryn (Kathy) Shea, a
Sales Associate with Coldwell
Banker’s Westfield office, is
celebrating her 26th year in the
Real Estate Industry. Shea’s
long history of outstanding
success has earned her the New
Jersey Association of Realtors
Circle of Excellence Sales
Award Silver Level with a

production of over $12 million for
2004, an honor she has consistently
earned since 1980. Shea is always
one of Coldwell Banker’s top
producing real estate professionals
and is the recipient of numerous
awards including the Coldwell
Banker International President’s
Circle, which recognizes the top
1% of Coldwell Banker agents
nationwide. Shea was also the Top
Associate in Buyer Controlled
Sales in 2003 for the Westfield
office of Coldwell Banker.
Having lived in Union County
(Scotch Plains, Cranford,
Westfield) for more than 35 years,
Kathy is able to provide her clients
with a level of knowledge that only
a resident can offer. She knows and
understands the people, the
neighborhoods, the schools and the

businesses and can give honest
opinions and thoughtful insight
into daily life in the community.
Kathy’s priority is always
you.
Her expertise and
professionalism will ensure that
whether you are buying or
selling a home, it is a positive
and rewarding experience and
she will help you achieve your
real estate goal. You should
expect the best and you will get
the best when you select Kathy
Shea for all your real estate
needs.
Kathy may be reached by
phone at the Westfield office of
Coldwell Banker, 209 Central
Avenue,
908-233-5555
extension 167, Direct Line 908301-2020 or by e-mail at
kathyshea@aol.com.

PAID BULLETIN BOARD

Mary McEnerney, CRS, GRI, SRES
NJAR Circle of Excellence Award
Gold Level: 1997-2004
Direct Line: (908) 301-2052
Email: MaryMacHomes@aol.com

Hye-Young Choi
RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
209 CENTRAL AVENUE
WESTFIELD, NJ 07090
(908) 233-5555 EXT. 189

#1 Realtor in the Westfield Office 1994-2003
10 Consecutive Years
email: hye-young@att.net
Contact Hye-Young Choi Today for the Perfect Home!

DONE TO PERFECTION!

Featuring a new Family Room & Master Bedroom Suite addition, this storybook 3
Bedroom English Tudor has been fully restored to its original condition. Period chestnut
moldings & pegged oak hardwood floors of yesteryear mingle with modern day conveniences including granite counters & new appliances in the cherry Kitchen, 2 1/2 new
Baths with handmade tile, custom windows & blinds, dual central air & newly updated
electric & plumbing. French doors off the large Family Room & a terrace door in the
formal Dining Room both lead to a brick paver patio overlooking a beautifully landscaped
English garden. Other highlights include a lovely Living Room hosting a fireplace with a
new copper hood & built-in bookcases, a sunny breakfast room with a bay window,
Recreation Room, Office & much much more.
Offered for $879,000
All information deemed reliable but not guaranteed. Prices subject to change. © 2005 Coldwell Banker Corporation. Coldwell Banker ® is a registered trademark
of Coldwell Banker Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Independently owned and operated by NRT, Incorporated.

Welcome to this classic fieldstone accented colonial in the heart of Wychwood. This idyllic setting is just one of
the outstanding features of this gracious 5 bedroom, 3 bath home. The Dutch door opens to a welcoming interior
with many well appointed rooms. Refinished hardwood floors, dentil molding, chair rail with decorative picture
boxes, 8 over 8 front windows, cross and bible doors, custom built-ins, 2 fireplaces, a private au pair wing, new
decorator kitchen, redesigned slate patio and walkway, recently fenced rear yard with 2 archways and custom gates,
central air conditioning, new Lennox furnace with humidifier and electro-static air purifier for gas forced air heat
and new 100 year slate roof. This distinctive home is a short walk to Wilson Elementary School. $1,550,000

WESTFIELD OFFICE
209 CENTRAL AVENUE
908-233-5555, EXT. 169
DIRECT LINE: 908-301-2015

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

©2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT, Inc.
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WF Masters Swimmers Make
Waves at Holiday Classic

READY TO GO…Many Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School students are
hoping for the creation of a varsity ice hockey team. Pictured, left to right, are:
front row; Michael Kitts and Keith Facer; middle row, Charlie Fields, Vincent
Pulleo, Danny Jones, Jeremy Kaufman and Tyler Mathern; back row, Max Jones,
Rich Kickenweitz, George Helock, Chris Bauer, Alex Bromley, Martin Anderson,
Dan Long, Nick Rykasen and Brian Jascur.

GL Lax Club Offers
Wine Tasting Event
The parents of the Governor
Livingston High School Lacrosse Club,
with the assistance of the Berkeley
Wine Company, will sponsor a wine
tasting event on Friday, April 1. The
cost will be $50 per person at the door
and the event will feature affordable
wines from around the globe as well as
a raffle of magnificent gifts.
This year’s boys’ and girls’ teams are
among the largest at Governor Livingston.
Unfortunately, the teams are not funded
by the school district and funds are needed
to cover expenses. For more information, please call (908) 608-0021.

WESTFIELD — In its inaugural
effort, the Westfield Master Swimmers led by Heidi Remak-Ziff, Daniel
Moore and Tom Welchans, swam to
victory in the Holiday Classic at the
College of New Jersey on December
11, 2004 against established statewide competition.
Mrs. Ziff set a NJ Local Masters
Women’s 50-54 short-course meters
record with her 50M Free time of
33.06, as well as won the 100M free
(1:15.36) and 100M IM (1:30.61).
Mr. Moore took first in Men’s 35-39
50M back (32.37) and second in the
100M IM (1:11.00). Mr. Welchans
took first in both the Men’s 35-39

SP-F’s Hessemer Helps
Susquahanna Swim Team
SELINSGROVE, PA. – Junior
Allison Hessemer, a Scotch PlainsFanwood High school graduate, was
a member of the Susquehanna University women’s swimming team,
which recently finished seventh at
the 2005 Middle Atlantic Conference championships at WilkesBarre.
Hessemer competed in five different events during the season. Her
best regular-season times in each
were: 28.63 (50 freestyle), 1:03.31
(100 free), 1:18.51 (100 breaststroke), 2:52.89 (200 breast) and
2:35.56 (200 individual medley).

PREP B ICE HOCKEY CHAMPS…The Morristown-Beard School boys’ varsity
hockey team defeated Princeton Day School, 3-2, to claim the Prep B title. Team
captain Chris Adams of Westfield provided stellar play, scoring the gamewinning goal and assisting on the other two goals. Pictured, left to right, are: Craig
Burel of Towaco, Patrick Yannotta of Whippany and Adams with Headmaster
Alex Curtis.
PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR
COURT OF NEW JERSEY
PUBLIC NOTICE

Take notice that on March 7, 2005 a
change occurred in the ownership of
Charlie Brown’s Restaurant Corp. trading
as Charlie Brown’s Steakhouse holder of
Plenary Retail Consumption License
#2016-33-012-006 for premises located
at 2376 North Avenue, Scotch Plains, New
Jersey 07076 resulting in the following
persons having an interest in this license:
Charlie Brown’s Acquisition Corp., sole
stockholder/member; Russell D’Anton,
President; John Augustine, Executive Vice
President; Ronald Soltis, Assistant Secretary; Michael Mulligan Vice President Food
& Beverage; CB Holding Corp.; Trimaran
Capital Partners; Allen Bernstein; Dean
Kehler; Andrew Heyer; William Phoenix
and Steven Flyer.
Any information concerning the qualifications of any of the above current stockholders should be communicated in writing to Barbara Riepe, Municipal Clerk,
Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076.
Charlie Brown’s Restaurant Corp.
c/o Charlie Brown’s, Inc.
1450 US Highway 22 West
Mountainside, New Jersey 07092
1 T - 3/24/05, The Times
Fee: $27.03

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-6461-04
FILE NO. 4373-01R
NOTICE TO REDEEM
FISH TWO ACQUISITIONS
L.L.C PLAINTIFF VS. VIOLET
MITCHELL A/K/A VIOLET
TAYLOR, HER HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES AND THEIR
OR ANY OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND
INTEREST; STATE OF NEW
JERSEY DEFENDANT(S)
TO: VIOLET MITCHELL A/K/A VIOLET TAYLOR, HER HEIRS, DEVISEES
AND PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES
AND THEIR OR ANY OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND INTEREST
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that an order
made on MARCH 1, 2005, the Superior
Court Fixed APRIL 15, 2005 between the
hours of nine o’clock in the forenoon and
four o’clock in the afternoon, prevailing
time, at the office of the Tax Collector of
PLAINFIELD, located at 515 WATCHUNG
AVENUE, PLAINFIELD, NEW JERSEY
07061, as the time and place when and
where you may pay to the plaintiff the
amount so found due for principal and
interest on its certificate of tax sale as
follows:
TAX SALE CERTIFICATE #980639,
covering LOT 13 BLOCK 603 on the tax
duplicate of PLAINFIELD. Total amount
required to redeem is $23,685.95, together
with interest from AUGUST 26, 2004 and
costs.
And that unless, at the same time and
place, you or one of you redeem by paying
the aforesaid sum so found due to plaintiff,
then you, and each of you shall be debarred and foreclosed of and from all right
and equity of redemption of, in and to the
lands and premises above set out and
described in the complaint and every part
thereof, and that the plaintiff be vested
with an absolute and indefeasible estate
of inheritance in fee simple in said lands
and premises.
Anything to the contrary notwithstanding, redemption shall be permitted up until
the entry of final judgment including the
whole of the last date upon which judgment is entered.
Michael G. Pellegrino, Esq.
Attorney for Plaintiff
CASALE & PELLEGRINO, L.L.C.
One Gatehall Drive
Parsippany, New Jersey 07054
1 T - 3/24/05, The Leader
Fee: $54.06

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-16768-04
FILE NO 8624-04
NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT
(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
ALFRED L. RIDDICK; MRS.
ALFRED L. RIDDICK, WIFE
OF ALFRED L. RIDDICK;
YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon CASALE &
PELLEGRINO, LLC, plaintiff’s attorneys,
whose address is GATEHALL 1,
PARSIPPANY, NEW JERSEY 07054, an
Answer to the Complaint filed in a Civil
Action, in which S2 SUNSET PARTNERSHIP is the plaintiff and ALFRED L.
RIDDICK, ET ALS; are defendants, pending in the Superior Court of New Jersey,
Chancery Division, UNION County and
bearing Docket No. F-16768-04 within
thirty-five (35) days after March 24, 2005
exclusive of such date. If you fail to answer
or appear in accordance with Rule 4:4-6,
Judgment by Default may be rendered
against you for relief demanded in the
Complaint. You shall file your Answer and
Proof of Service in duplicate with the Clerk
of the Superior Court of New Jersey,
Hughes Justice Complex - CN 971, Trenton, New Jersey 08625, in accordance
with the Rules of Civil Practice and Procedure.
You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may
communicate with the Lawyer Referral
Service of the County of Venue and that if
you cannot afford an attorney, you may
communicate with the Legal Services Office of the County of Venue. The telephone number of such agencies are as
follows: Lawyer Referral Service 908-3534715 - Legal Services Office 908-3544340.
THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax
sale certificates: 1. A certain tax certificate
95-206, recorded on 4/5/1995, made by
SALLY A.DI RINI, C.T.C., Collector of
Taxes of PLAINFIELD, and State of New
Jersey to GTL INVESTMENTS L.P. and
subsequently assigned to plaintiff, S2
SUNSET PARTNERSHIP. This covers
real estate located in PLAINFIELD, County
of UNION, and State of New Jersey, known
as LOT 8 BLOCK 149 as shown on the Tax
Assessment Map and Tax Map duplicate
of PLAINFIELD. and concerns premises
commonly known as 1608 W 3RD
STREET, PLAINFIELD, New Jersey. 2. A
certain tax certificate 97-148, recorded on
8/15/1997, made by DAVID MARSHALL,
Collector of Taxes of PLAINFIELD, and
State of New Jersey to BCIC FUNDING
CORPORATION and subsequently assigned to plaintiff, S2 SUNSET PARTNERSHIP. This covers real estate located
in PLAINFIELD, County of UNION, and
State of New Jersey, known as LOT 8
BLOCK 149 as shown on the Tax Assessment Map and Tax Map duplicate of
PLAINFIELD. and concerns premises
commonly known as 1608 W 3RD
STREET, PLAINFIELD, New Jersey.
YOU, ALFRED L. RIDDICK, are made
party defendant to the above foreclosure
action because you are the owner of a
property which is the subject of the above
entitled action.
YOU, MRS. ALFRED L. RIDDICK, WIFE
OF ALFRED L. RIDDICK, are made party
defendant to the above foreclosure action
because plaintiff has been unable to determine whether defendant ALFRED L.
RIDDICK is married, and if married, the
name of ALFRED L. RIDDICK’s spouse. If
ALFRED L. RIDDICK is married, the plaintiff joins MRS. ALFRED L. RIDDICK, WIFE
OF ALFRED L. RIDDICK as a defendant
for any possessory or marital rights you
may have.
DATED: March 15, 2005
Donald F. Phelan,
Clerk of the Superior Court
of New Jersey
CASALE & PELLEGRINO, L.L.C.
1 Gatehall Drive
Parsippany, New Jersey 07054
1 T - 3/24/05, The Leader
Fee: $83.13

LEAGUE BASKETBALL CHAMPS…The St. Helen’s sixth grade boys basketball team recently won the Metuchen Parish League Tournament Championship.
Pictured, left to right, are: bottom row; Ryan Heine, Matt Hartzell, Mac Dolan,
Danny Morgan, Zack Cornwell and TJ Noonan; top row, Coach Brian Noonan,
Ryan Hess, John Serzan, Matt LaBau, Sean Siburn, Nick Matthews and Coach
Mark Hartzell.

St. Helen’s 8th Boys
Wind Down Season

SWIMMERS TAKE YOUR MARK…The Westfield Master Swimmers, led by
Heidi Remak-Ziff, center, Daniel Moore, left, and Tom Welchans swam to victory
in the Holiday Classic at the College of New Jersey on December 11, 2004 against
established statewide competition.

NJ Jackels Announce
Pro Baseball Tryout

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL

50M free (26.65) and 100M fly
(1:09.32). He finished third in the
100M free (1:00.65).
The Westfield Masters meet
weekly at the Westfield YMCA and
welcome master swimmers of all
abilities and ages who wish to train
and compete. In addition to formal
workouts and stroke training they
offer a free informal masters swimming email group. Members get
email about swimming events and
informal workout times. They can
be reached at westfieldmasterssubscribe@yahoogroups.com or
contact the YMCA at (908) 2332700.

MONTCLAIR – The New Jersey
Jackals are calling out to all baseball
players with college or professional
experience to try-out for the 2005 Jackals team on Tuesday, May 10, from 8:30
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at Yogi Berra Stadium.
Players are required to register. They
can do so by contacting Matt Abel at
(973) 655-8009 or matt@jackals.com.
There is a $25 fee to participate in the
tryout and players are required to bring
all necessary equipment.
As part of the Can-Am League, the
Jackals play the Bangor Lumberjacks,
Brockton Rox, Elmira Pioneers, New
Haven County Cutters, North Shore
Spirit, Les Capitales de Quebec and the
newest team to the league, the Worcester Tornados.
The Jackals begin their season on the
road on May 26 and will kickoff their
home season on June 2.
PUBLIC NOTICE
INVITATION TO BID
FOR THE
REPLACEMENT OF SELECT LIGHTS AT
WESTFIELD MEMORIAL LIBRARY
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY
Sealed proposals will be received by the
Town of Westfield in the Council Chambers at the Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey at
10:00 AM prevailing time on Thursday,
April 21, 2005 for the following:
REPLACEMENT OF SELECT LIGHTS
AT WESTFIELD MEMORIAL LIBRARY
The work under this Proposal shall be
completed within 30 (thirty) calendar days
from the signing of the Contract and includes furnishing all labor, materials and
equipment necessary to complete the work
in accordance with the Contract Documents. The Contract Documents for the
proposed work may be procured on or
after Friday, March 25, 2005 at the
Westfield Memorial Library, 550 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090, during regular working hours.
Proposals shall be in writing on the forms
furnished and must be delivered at the
place and before the hour above mentioned, and must be accompanied by a
certified check or Bid bond payable to the
Town of Westfield in the amount equal to
at least ten percent (10%) of the base
amount of the bid, but not less than $500.00
nor more than $20,000.00. Each bid must
also be accompanied by a New Jersey
State Business Registration Form, Surety
Company Certificate stating that said
Surety Company will provide the bidder
with the required Performance Bond in the
full amount of the Contract, by a NonCollusion Affidavit, Contractor’s Qualification Statement and Statement of Ownership on the forms included in and explained the contract documents.
Bidders must be in compliance with all
provisions of Chapter 127 P.L. 1975
supplement to the law against discrimination (Affirmative Action), with the New Jersey Local Public Contracts Law, and must
pay workmen prevailing wage rates promulgated by the New Jersey State Department of Labor and Industry for this project,
copies of which are on file in the Office of
the Town Engineer. The Library Board,
Mayor and Council of the Town of Westfield
reserve the right to reject as irregular any
bid submitted other than in strict accordance with the instructions to Bidders and
all applicable laws and reserve the right to
waive any defects, irregularities or the
failure to comply with any formalities or the
failure to comply with any formalities or
technicalities of the Instructions to Bidders
and further reserve the right to reject any
or all Bids if, in the interest of the Library or
Town, it is deemed advisable to do so.
Philip Israel
Library Director
1 T - 3/24/05, The Leader
Fee: $57.63

St. Bart’s Announces
Softball Draft Night
What
separates
the
St.
Bartholomew Men’s Oldtimers softball league from others in the area is
that new teams are chosen each year.
This makes it easy to meet the 150
players, in what sometimes seems
more like a “fraternity” than a softball league. This year’s player draft
will be held on April 19 at 7 p.m. at
the St. Bartholomew School Cafeteria, on the lower level.
This year, rosters will return to 15
players per team. There are no rule
changes for 2005. Sunday practices at
Forest Road Park at 10 a.m. begin on
April 3. The practices are open to all
St. Bart’s players, including rookies.

www.goleader.com
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
NOTICE OF PENDING BOND
ORDINANCE AND SUMMARY
The bond ordinance, the summary terms
of which are included herein, was introduced and passed upon first reading at a
meeting of the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, in the County
of Union, State of New Jersey, on March
22, 2005. It will be further considered for
final passage, after public hearing thereon,
at a meeting of the Township Council to be
held at its meeting room in the Township
Hall, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains,
New Jersey, on April 12, 2005 at 8:00 P.M.
During the week prior to and up to and
including the date of such meeting copies
of the full ordinance will be available at no
cost and during regular business hours, at
the Clerk’s office for the members of the
general public who shall request the same.
The summary of the terms of such bond
ordinance follows:
TITLE: BOND ORDINANCE
TO AUTHORIZE THE UNDERTAKING OF VARIOUS IMPROVEMENTS AND ENHANCEMENTS TO THE
SCOTCH PLAINS PUBLIC LIBRARY IN, BY AND FOR THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS, IN THE COUNTY OF
UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO APPROPRIATE THE
SUM OF $825,000 TO PAY
THE COST THEREOF, TO
MAKE A DOWN PAYMENT,
TO AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS TO FINANCE SUCH APPROPRIATION AND TO PROVIDE FOR
THE ISSUANCE OF BOND
ANTICIPATION NOTES IN
ANTICIPATION OF THE ISSUANCE OF SUCH BONDS.
Purpose(s): Undertaking of various
improvements and enhancements to the
Scotch Plains Public Library in, by and for
the Township, including, but not limited to,
roof replacement, window replacement
and installation of new railings and other
handicapped access improvements. Said
improvements shall include all work, materials and appurtenances necessary and
suitable therefor.
Appropriation: $825,000
Bonds/Notes Authorized: $785,700
Grants (if any) Appropriated: -0Section 20 Costs: $50,000
Useful Life: 15 years
This Notice is published pursuant to
N.J.S.A. 40A:2-17.
Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk
Township of Scotch Plains
County of Union
State of New Jersey
1 T - 3/24/05, The Times
Fee: $58.14

The St. Helen’s eighth grade boys
basketball team knocked off Our Lady
of Peace to win the OLP Varsity League
Playoff Championship behind 16 points
each from Tony DiIorio and Matt
Isabella and 14 from Jimmy Reardon.
In IHM March Madness action, St.
Helen’s knocked off Our Lady of Sorrows as DiIorio tossed in 16 and
Isabella and Reardon had 11 each. A
short-handed St. Helen’s squad fought
hard but was eliminated from the IHM
March Madness by South Orange despite a 40-point performance from
Reardon. Brett DeFazio had an outstanding defensive effort to keep St.
Helen’s in the game.
In North Brunswick March Madness action, St. Helen’s beat East
Brunswick. Isabella netted 19 points,
Kevin Boyle sank 16 and DiIorio
scored 13. St. Helen’s also knocked
off Freehold behind Boyle’s 29 points
and Chris Sheehan’s 23.
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
INVITATION TO BID
Sealed proposals will be received by the
Town of Westfield in the Council Chambers at the Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey, at
10:00 AM prevailing time on Monday, April
11, 2005, for the “2005 FURNISHING AND
DELIVERY OF PUBLIC WORKS EQUIPMENT CONSISTING OF A TANDEM
TRACTOR TRAILER AND A TREE
STUMP DUMP TRUCK”, more specifically defined as follows:
Item 1- TANDEM TRACTOR TRAILER
WITH WET-LINE, OR EQUAL
Item 2- 8 CUBIC YARD CAPACITY
TREE STUMP REMOVAL DUMP TRUCK
WITH PLOW, OR EQUAL
Proposals shall be in writing on the forms
furnished and must be delivered at the
place and before the hour above mentioned, and must be accompanied by a
certified check or bid bond payable to the
Town of Westfield, in the amount of two
hundred dollars ($200.00) to insure execution of the contract.
Bidders must be in compliance with all
provisions of Chapter 127 P. L. 1975
supplement to the law against discrimination (Affirmative Action).
All bidders must submit with their bid
a copy of their New Jersey Business
Registration Certificate. Failure to submit proof of registration will disqualify
the bid.
Specifications may be seen or procured
($25.00) at the office of the Town Engineer, Public Works Center, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey. The
Mayor and Council reserve the right to
reject any bid, and to waive any informality
in any bid, if in the interest of the Town, it
is deemed advisable to do so.
KENNETH B. MARSH
TOWN ENGINEER
1 T - 3/24/05, The Leader
Fee: $40.29

St. Helen’s 6th Grabs
Boys Hoops Crown
St. Helen’s sixth grade “A”
boys basketball team beat St.
James of Basking Ridge to capture the Metuchen Parish League
Tournament Basketball Championship. St. Helen’s also won the
Metuchen regular-season crown
by posting a 9-1 (loss due to
forfeit) record in league play.
Nick Matthews was awarded
the Most Valuable Player Award
for the tournament. St. Helen’s
has posted an impressive record
this season by winning 32 of 39
games played. St. Helen’s also
won the regular season title of
the Union County CYO league
and is currently playing in the
finals of the Union County league
tournament.
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
NOTICE is hereby given that at a meeting of the Township Council of the Township of Scotch Plains, held in the Council
Chambers in the Municipal Building of
said Township on Tuesday, March 22,
2005, there was introduced, read for the
first time, and passed on such first reading, the following ordinance:
ORDINANCE BY THE MAYOR
AND COUNCIL OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS AMENDING SECTION 20-20.15 OF THE TOWNSHIP ORDINANCES TO
AMEND AND MODIFY MEMBERSHIP REQUIREMENTS
FOR THE SCOTCH PLAINS
FIRE DEPARTMENT
PURPOSE: To now permit membership
to certain non-residents who live within 5
mile radius of the Fire Station to which they
will be assigned, to permit immediate transfers of residents from other fire departments, thus, eliminating the requirement
to obtain 6 month residency within the
Township to be a member, and to permit
individuals who physically are employed
within the Township boundaries to be eligible
for
membership.
A public hearing for same will be held on
Tuesday, April 12, 2005 at 8:00 p.m. in the
Council Chambers of the Municipal Building, or any time and place to which a
meeting for the further consideration of
such ordinance shall from time to time be
adjourned, and all persons interested will
be given an opportunity to be heard concerning such ordinance.
A copy of same may be obtained from
the office of the Township Clerk, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday by any member of
the general public who wants a copy of
same without cost.
BARBARA RIEPE
Township Clerk
1 T - 3/24/05, The Times
Fee: $42.33

WEICHERT, REALTORS HONORS WESTFIELD OFFICE
TEKEL NAMED MANAGER OF THE YEAR
SILLETTI NAMED MENTOR OF THE YEAR

WESTFIELD, N.J. – Realtors (NJAR) Circle of
March 15, 2005 – Larry Mueller, Excellence at the Bronze level
Regional Vice President, is for 2004. He also earned
pleased to announce that Harvey membership in Weichert’s 2004
Executive
Tekel, manager
Club, an honor
of Weichert,
that places him
Realtors’
in the top five
We s t f i e l d
percent of the
Office, has
company’s
been named
13,700 sales
Manager of the
associates.
Year and Frank
Invite
Silletti, sales
the fine sales
associate, has
associates
been named
f r o m
Mentor of the
Year in the Frank Silletti & Harvey Tekel W e i c h e r t ’ s
We s t f i e l d
sales region for
2004. Both announcements Office in to learn about the real
were made at Weichert’s Annual estate services that Weichert has
Awards Breakfast, held at the to offer. They can be reached for
Parsippany Hilton on February real estate at (908) 654-7777,
located at 185 Elm St.
23, 2005.
Weichert, based in
In the five years that he
has managed the office, Tekel Morris Plains, N.J., has more
has increased the number of than 14,300 sales associates in
sales associates from 30 to 90 nearly 320 company-owned and
full-time professionals. Under franchised sales offices in key
his leadership, the office markets throughout the U.S. A
achieved their most outstanding family of full-service real estate
and
financial
services
year in all categories in 2004.
“Harvey is a dedicated companies, Weichert helps
leader who works hard for each customers buy and sell both
member of his team,” said residential and commercial real
Mueller.
“He has the estate, and streamlines the
knowledge, experience and delivery of mortgages and home
professionalism that bring and title insurance. For more
results for our customers, the information, call Weichert’s
Westfield Office and the entire customer service center at 1Weichert Family of Companies.” 800-USA SOLD or visit
Web
site,
Silletti was also Weichert’s
honored for earning places in www.weichert.com. Each
Weichert’s 2004 Million Dollar Weichert franchised office is
Sales and Marketed Clubs, and independently owned and
the New Jersey Association of operated.
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Passport Fees Rise Under
New Security Surcharge
COUNTY – A new, federally mandated “Security Surcharge” has increased passport-processing fees by
$12. The fee increases are mandated
by the U.S. State Department, according to County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi.
The revised fee schedule will be as
follows:
The new fees are adult passport
applications, $97; passport applications for persons under 16, $82; passport renewal, $67; and emergency or
expedited service, add $60.

HAPPY CAMPERS…Brownie Troop No. 360 and 445 from Wilson Elementary
School in Westfield recently took part in “Mom and Me Overnight Camping” at
Camp Hoover in Middleville. The trip included singing songs fireside, making
s’mores, crafts, baking pretzels and cookies, and hiking. Pictured, left to right,
are: Sarah Chin, Erin Frankel, Samantha Paoletti, Alexandra Colucci, Stephanie
Carter, Eliza Bryen, Katie Crowley, Anna O’Brian, Emily Sullivan, Jill Burke
and Alyson Palia.

Bramnick to Be Guest
On Comcast ‘Nitebeat’
AREA – The Comcast Network’s
Barry Nolan will host a special edition of “Nitebeat” focused on “The
Rudest Residents” on Monday, March
28, at 11:30 p.m. on CN8, which will
feature a roundtable discussion with
political, business and social leaders,
including New Jersey Assemblyman
Jon Bramnick (R-21, Union).
Assemblyman Bramnick recently
joined forces with Assemblyman Gordon Johnson (D-37, Bergen) to sponsor
a resolution aimed at promoting kindness and civility in the Garden State.
Assemblyman Bramnick and other
panelists, including attorney Steve
Selzer, who recently authored a book
on civility, will discuss this initiative
and share anecdotes of outrageous
rudeness and examine how a state’s
“friendliness” impacts tourism and
quality of life.

New Officers Installed
By WF P.E.O. Chapter U
WESTFIELD – P.E.O. Chapter U
of Westfield met at the home of Virginia Toenes on March 2 to install a
new slate of officers. The co-hostess
was Shirley Hooper of Westfield.
Cindy McCracken of Warren
named Lee Mumford of Scotch Plains
President, while Marge McCornack
of Westfield was named Vice President, Kathy Storcks of Westfield was
named Treasurer, Lois Patchett of
Westfield was named Recording Secretary, Betty Evans of Mountainside
was named Corresponding Secretary,

Estelle McKittrick of Edison was
named Chaplin and Basking Ridge
resident Sue Miller was named Guard.
On March 5, the New Jersey P.E.O.
held a Reciprocity Group Meeting at
the Presbyterian Church in Toms
River. The delegate for Chapter U
was Ms. McCracken. The chapter
member attending was Ms. Miller.
For more information, please visit
www.peointernational.org.

www.goleader.com

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

BOARD OF EDUCATION
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD, NEW JERSEY
In accordance with the New Jersey Statutes relating hereto, Notice is hereby given that the Board of Education of the School District
of the Township of Scotch Plains and the Borough of Fanwood has prepared a tentative budget for the school year beginning July 1,
2005 and ending June 30, 2006, which is on file and open to inspections at the Secretary’s office in the Administration Offices, Cedar
Street and Evergreen Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey.
It should be observed that expenditures are shown under a GAAP format (Generally Accepted Accounting Principles) approved by
the New Jersey Department of Education. This format shows the School District’s tentative budget by general program rather than in
the line item structure, thus providing the reader with a better understanding of how the District plans to utilize community resources.
Public Hearing on said budget will be held at the Administration Offices, Cedar Street and Evergreen Avenue, Scotch Plains, New
Jersey, at 8:00 p.m. on TUESDAY, MARCH 29, 2005.
The tentative budget will be on file and open for examination from the date of this Notice until MARCH 29, 2005 between the hours
of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m., prevailing time, on regular school days, in the Office of the Secretary, Administration Offices, Cedar Street
and Evergreen Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey.
The school district has proposed programs and services in addition to the core curriculum content standards adopted by the State
Board of Education. Information on this budget and the programs and services it provides is available from your local school district.
Anthony Del Sordi, Board Secretary
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
Scotch Plains, New Jersey
The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Publication Date: March 24, 2005

Ms. Rajoppi said the fee would fund
multiple security enhancements on the
U.S. Passport. The surcharge will also
support the cost of upgrading passport
delivery from first-class mail to priority mail with delivery confirmation.
In related news, the U.S. State Department is continuing to not accept Hudson
County birth certificates as valid proof of
citizenship, Ms. Rajoppi announced.
However, birth certificates issued by the
New Jersey Bureau of Vital Statistics and
municipal registrars in Hudson County
(except Jersey City, Gutenberg and
Secaucus) are acceptable.
“The highly unusual decision was
made after a joint investigation by the
U.S. State and Justice Departments
found evidence of fraud,” Ms. Rajoppi
said.
Passport application forms may be
obtained at the County Clerk’s main
office in the Union County Courthouse
in Elizabeth and the Annex at 300
North Avenue East in Westfield. Applications and related information can
also be found at http://www.ucnj.org/
ctyclerk/passport.html.
The WestfieldAnnex, the only County
Clerk’s office in the state that is open
during evening hours, is open from 8
a.m. to 7:30 p.m. on Tuesdays and Thursdays, and from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. on
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. The
phone number is (908) 654-9859.
The Elizabeth office is open from
7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday
through Friday; the phone number is
(908) 527-4966.

WE CAN COUNT TO 100…Kindergarteners in Patricia Corcoran’s class at
Franklin Elementary School in Westfield celebrated the 100th day of school by
donating 100 cans of food to the local food pantry. This year, the day coincided
with Valentine’s Day.

Annual MS Walk to Be Held
April 17 at Nomahegan Park
CRANFORD – On Sunday, April
17, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., the National
Multiple Sclerosis Society, Greater
North Jersey Chapter, will hold its
17th annual “MS Walk” at seven locations in northern New Jersey, including Nomahegan Park in Cranford.
More than 650 walkers and 50 volunteers are expected to participate in
the Cranford event.
All proceeds from “MS Walk,” the
signature fundraising event of the Society, will support the organization in
its mission to end the devastating effects of multiple sclerosis, a chronic
and often progressive and disabling

PUBLIC NOTICE

disease of the central nervous system.
Participants will walk six miles
through the scenic park, backroads
and downtown Cranford area, plus
enjoy lunch provided by Bennigan’s
of Springfield, entertainment by disk
jockey Mike Timoni and other festivities. Sponsors include VCG,
News12NJ, Berlex, Serono Pfizer, the
Aztec Corporation and Trader Joe’s
of Westfield.
For more information about participating in the MS Walk, please call
Stephanie Karlo at (201) 967-5599 or
(800) 344-4867, or email
Stephanie@njb.nmss.org.

PUBLIC NOTICE

GENERAL FUND GRAND TOTAL

PUBLIC NOTICE
55,011,282

60,696,051

63,633,410

44,431

44,431

134,735
61,819

134,735
61,819

240,985

240,985

645,919
236,171
888,669
1,369,757

17,516
600,000
32,125
649,641
890,626

17,516
600,000
32,125
649,641
890,626

2,664,963
2,664,963
59,046,002

2,607,469
2,607,469
64,194,146

2,560,652
2,560,652
67,084,688

SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS
Local Projects
20-XXX-XXX-XXX
Distance Learning Network Aid:
Support Services
20-213-200-XXX
TOTAL DISTANCE LEARNING NETWORK AID
Other State Projects:
Nonpublic Textbooks
20-XXX-XXX-XXX
Nonpublic Auxiliary Services
20-XXX-XXX-XXX
Nonpublic Handicapped Services
20-XXX-XXX-XXX
Nonpublic Nursing Services
20-XXX-XXX-XXX
Other Special Projects
20-XXX-XXX-XXX
Total State Projects
Federal Projects:
Title I
20-XXX-XXX-XXX
Title VI
20-XXX-XXX-XXX
I.D.E.A. Part B (Handicapped)
20-XXX-XXX-XXX
Other Special Projects
20-XXX-XXX-XXX
Total Federal Projects
TOTAL SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS
DEBT SERVICE FUNDS
Debt Service - Regular
TOTAL DEBT SERVICE FUNDS
Total Expenditures/Appropriations

40-701-510-XXX

29,420
12,753
12,753
60,202
121,551
117,669
73,003
66,490
451,668
6,579

UNION - SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD REG

SCHOOL DISTRICT BUDGET STATEMENT
FOR THE SCHOOL YEAR 2005-2006
UNION - SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD REG
ADVERTISED ENROLLMENTS
ENROLLMENT CATEGORY
Pupils on Roll Regular Full-Time
Pupils on Roll Regular Shared-Time
Pupils on Roll - Special Full-Time
Pupils on Roll - Special Shared-Time
Private School Placements
Pupils Sent to Other Districts-Reg Prog
Pupils Sent to Other Dists-Spec Ed Prog
Pupils Received
Pupils in State Facilities
Resident Enroll. Per State Aid Calc.-Infor. Only

OCTOBER 15, 2003
ACTUAL
4,321
10
566
8
54
1
32
1
5

OCTOBER 15, 2004
ACTUAL
4,450
9
590
12
53
2
32
2
5
5,085

OCTOBER 15, 2005
ESTIMATED
4500
9
590
12
53
1
29
2
5201

UNION - SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD REG
ADVERTISED REVENUES
BUDGET CATEGORY
GENERAL FUND
Budgeted Fund Balance - General Fund
Revenues from Local Sources:
Local Tax Levy
Tuition
Unrestricted Miscellaneous Revenues
SUBTOTAL
Revenues from State Sources:
Transportation Aid
Special Education Aid
Bilingual Education
Consolidated Aid
Additional Formula Aid
Other State Aids-Out of Cap
SUBTOTAL
Adjustment for Prior Year Encumbrances
Act (Excess) Deficiency of Rev (Over)/Under Expnd
TOTAL GENERAL FUND

ACCOUNT
10-303
10-1210
10-1300
10-1XXX

10-3120
10-3130
10-3140
10-3195
10-3196
10-3XXX

51,723,162
5,753
283,671
52,012,586
715,918
2,936,944
28,086

662,767
4,343,715
-1,345,019
55,011,282

SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS
Revenues from Local Sources
Revenues from State Sources:
Distance Learning Network Aid - Pr Yr Carryover
Other Restricted Entitlements
TOTAL REVENUES FROM STATE SOURCES
Revenues from Federal Sources:
Title I
Title VI
I.D.E.A. Part B (Handicapped)
Other
TOTAL REVENUES FROM FEDERAL SOURCES
TOTAL SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS

2003-04
ACTUAL

20-1XXX

29,420

20-3213

12,753

20-32XX

438,915
451,668

20-4411-4416
20-4417-4418
20-4420-4429
20-4XXX

DEBT SERVICE
Revenues from Local Sources:
Local Tax Levy
TOTAL REVENUES FROM LOCAL SOURCES
TOTAL LOCAL DEBT SERVICE
Act (Excess) Deficiency of Rev (Over) / Under Expnd
TOTAL DEBT SERVICE FUND
TOTAL REVENUES/SOURCES

40-1210

2004-05
REVISED

2005-06
ANTICIPATED

576,209

478,822

55,338,242

58,662,794

325,000
55,663,242

375,000
59,037,794

715,918
2,936,944
28,086
315,939
119,907

715,918
2,936,944
28,086
315,939
119,907

4,116,794
339,806

4,116,794

60,696,051

63,633,410

240,985
240,985

240,985
240,985

17,516
600,000
32,125
649,641
890,626

17,516
600,000
32,125
649,641
890,626

6,579
645,919
236,171
888,669
1,369,757

2,593,272
2,593,272
2,593,272
71,691
2,664,963
59,046,002

2,607,469
2,607,469
2,607,469

2,560,652
2,560,652
2,560,652

2,607,469
64,194,146

2,560,652
67,084,688

UNION - SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD REG
ADVERTISED APPROPRIATIONS
BUDGET CATEGORY
GENERAL CURRENT EXPENSE
Regular Programs - Instruction
Special Education - Instruction
Basic Skills/Remedial - Instruction
Bilingual Education - Instruction
School-Spon. Co/Extra-Curr. Activities-Instruct
School Sponsored Athletics - Instruction
Community Services Programs/Operations
Undistributed Expenditures:
Instruction
Attendance and Social Work Services
Health Services
Other Supp Serv - Stds - Related & Extraordinary
Other Support Services - Students - Regular
Other Support Services - Students - Special
Improvement of Instructional Services
Educational Media Services - School Library
Instructional Staff Training Services
Support Services - General Administration
Support Services - School Administration
Central Svcs & Admin Info Technology
Operation and Maintenance of Plant Services
Student Transportation Services
Other Support Services
Personal Services - Employee Benefits
Total Undistributed Expenditures
TOTAL GENERAL CURRENT EXPENSE

CAPITAL OUTLAY
Equipment
Facilities Acquisition and Construction Services
TOTAL CAPITAL OUTLAY

ACCOUNT

2003-04
2004-05
EXPENDITURES REV. APPROP.

2005-06
APPROPRIATIONS

11-1XX-100-XXX
11-2XX-100-XXX
11-230-100-XXX
11-240-100-XXX
11-401-100-XXX
11-402-100-XXX
11-800-330-XXX

18,432,898
4,031,424
600,312
61,695
271,921
739,637
105,997

19,654,692
4,259,395
631,878
68,108
304,518
813,162
135,067

20,746,315
4,548,659
683,092
71,042
312,504
840,558
80,875

11-000-100-XXX
11-000-211-XXX
11-000-213-XXX
11-000-216,217
11-000-218-XXX
11-000-219-XXX
11-000-221-XXX
11-000-222-XXX
11-000-223-XXX
11-000-230-XXX
11-000-240-XXX
11-000-25X-XXX
11-000-26X-XXX
11-000-270-XXX
11-000-290-XXX
11-XXX-XXX-2XX

3,694,675
80,857
597,529
1,009,468
1,178,249
1,063,322
1,009,084
757,763
1,048,954
754,680
2,243,139
5,282,830
2,185,629
910,798
8,163,521
29,980,498
54,224,382

3,808,639
85,715
672,529
1,094,714
1,431,864
1,174,808
691,790
647,148
1,217,124
949,627
2,456,407
1,312,951
5,779,427
2,391,079

3,963,472
89,579
687,497
1,126,449
1,329,103
1,330,942
845,479
852,128
1,222,416
890,596
2,503,262
1,388,212
5,900,761
2,347,045

9,732,102
33,445,924
59,312,744

10,662,629
35,139,570
62,422,615

64,676
722,224
786,900

206,434
1,176,873
1,383,307

100,795
1,110,000
1,210,795

12-XXX-XXX-73X
12-000-4XX-XXX

ADVERTISED RECAPITULATION OF BALANCES

Budget
Category
(1)
Est. Approp.
Bal. 6-30-03
(Prior Budg)

Gen. Fund
(Reserved)
Capital
General Fund Reserve
(Unreserved)
Account
(2)
(3)

Gen. Fund
(Reserved)
Adult Ed.
Programs
(4)

Gen. Fund
(Reserved)
Maintenance
Reserve
Acct.
(5)

Gen. Fund
(Reserved)
Legal
Reserves
(6)

Gen. Fund
(Reserved)
Tuition
Reserve
(7)

Debt
Service
(8)

Special
Revenue
Cap. Res.
Acct.
(9)

Totals
(10)

1,108,905

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

1,108,905

Approp.
Balances
6-30-03
(from Audit)

1,221,372

0

0

0

0

0

71,691

0

1,293,063

Est. Approp.
Bal. 6-30-04
(Prior Budg)

995,757

400,000

0

0

0

0

0

0

1,395,757

Approp.
Balances
6-30-04
(from Audit)

2,023,669

400,225

0

0

0

0

0

0

2,423,894

Amount
Budgeted
during
FY 04-05

-576,209

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

-576,209

Add. Bal. to
be Approp
during
FY 04-05

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

Add. Bal.
Anticipated
during
FY 04-05

225,000

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

225,000

Approp. Bal.
6-30-05 (est.)
before Trans.

1,672,460

400,225

0

0

0

0

0

0

2,072,685

Anti. Excess
GF Bal. Trans
during FY 04-05

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

Approp. Bal.
6-30-05 (est.)
after Transfer

0

1,672,460

400,225

0

0

0

0

0

0

2,072,685

Amount
Budgeted
in FY 05-06

-478,822

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

-478,822

Appropriation
Balance
6/30/06 (est.)

1,193,638

400,225

0

0

0

0

0

0

1,593,863

UNION - SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD REG
ADVERTISED PER PUPIL COST CALCULATIONS

Per Pupil Cost Calculations:
Total Comparative Per Pupil Cost
Total Classroom Instruction
Classroom-Salaries and Benefits
Classroom-General Supplies and Textbooks
Classroom-Purchased Services and Other
Total Support Services
Support Services-Salaries and Benefits
Total Administrative Costs
Administration-Salaries and Benefits
Total Operations and Maintenance of Plant
Operations & Maintenance of PlantSalary & Ben.
Total Food Services Costs
Total Extracurricular Costs
Total Equipment Costs
Employee Benefits as a % of Salaries

2002-03
ACTUAL
(1)
9,598
5,535
5,388
146
51
1,522
1,327
1,126
948
1,147

2003-04
ACTUAL
(2)
9,840
5,761
5,529
194
37
1,651
1,444
928
755
1,216

2004-05
ORIGINAL
BUDGET
(3)
10,540
6,157
5,931
180
46
1,634
1,415
1,129
913
1,319

2004-05
REVISED
BUDGET
(4)
10,508
6,081
5,843
187
51
1,684
1,426
1,112
897
1,315

2005-06
PROPOSED
BUDGET
(5)
11,001
6,417
6,156
215
46
1,799
1,557
1,134
921
1,343

686
1
223
36
21.0

739
0
243
13
23.4

862
0
271
18
26.4

828
0
266
41
26.1

873
0
273
20
27.0

The information presented in columns 1 through 3 as well as the related descriptions of the per pupil cost calculations are contained
in the 2005 Comparative Spending Guide and can be found on the Department of Education’s Internet address: http://www.state.nj.us/
education under Finance, when available. This publication is available in the board office and public libraries. The same calculations
were performed using the 2004-05 revised appropriations and 2005-06 budgeted appropriations presented in this advertised budget.
Total Comparative Per Pupil Cost is defined as current expense exclusive of tuition expenditures, transportation, residential costs, and
judgments against the school district. For all years, it also includes the restricted entitlement aids. With the exception of Total Equipment
Cost, each of the other per pupil cost calculations presented is a component of the total comparative per pupil cost, although all
components are not shown.
UNION - SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD REG
ANNUAL SCHOOL DISTRICT BUDGET STATEMENT SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION
4A. Advertised Capital Outlay Projects
Describe below, by project number, the appropriations for budgeted Capital Outlay Projects including those items related to the
district's Long Range Facilities Plan. Include only construction, remodeling, renovations, installation of service systems, land and
improvements, and the purchase of buildings. If the project is eligible for a grant, budget only the local share of the project and enter
an X in column 4. Do not include equipment. Include all projects budgeted on the transfer lines to Capital Projects fund (8326 and 8335).
Complete a detailed budget for each project.
DESCRIPTION/ACTIVITY
Roof Replacement
Exterior Door Replacement
Interior renovations
Parking lot repairs
Lease Purchases
Architect fees
Total Amount:
1 T - 3/24/05, The Times

PROJECT NUMBER

DOLLAR AMOUNT
150,000
100,000
125,000
100,000
585,000
50,000
1,110,000

ELIGIBLE FOR GRANT
X
X

Fee: $645.66

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION
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CHILDCARE

WOODWORKING

Childcare needed in my home in
Westfield every Thurs. & Fri. from
3pm - 530pm. 1 child only, ref’s
required. (908) 578-8800

ACCENTS WOODWORKING
Custom Cabinetry and finish
carpentry. Mantles, built-ins,
bookcases & vanities. Custom
kitchens & cabinet re-facing.
Portfolio & references.
Bruce Theil (908) 358-2325

MATH TUTOR

Certified Math Teacher
with 23 years of experience to
tutor all levels of Math.
Please call (908) 917-3126

CHILDCARE

Do you love babies?
Mother returning to work seeks
childcare in YOUR home for 9week-old, 5 days/wk including
Saturday and Sunday afternoons.
(732) 888-7733

HOUSECLEANING

I Clean Houses,
Apartments & Offices.
Good references available.
Call Carmen (908) 687-7967

Trailside Museum Gives
Earth Week Schedule
MOUNTAINSIDE – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders will offer
special programming with the theme “Water, Water Everywhere” at Trailside Nature
and Science Center in Mountainside during Earth Awareness Week, Friday, March
25, to Saturday, April 2.
Various family programs, drop-off
workshops for children, nature hikes in
the Watchung Reservation and teacher
training workshops will celebrate water
as a precious resource.
The reservation is a 2,060-acre preserve set aside to provide families with
an opportunity to have fun while learning about the environment. Set within
the Arthur Kill and Lower Raritan watersheds, the reservation is home to many
streams, lakes and ponds that provide a
wetland sanctuary for a variety of flora
and fauna.
Highlighting the Earth Awareness celebration is Holly Jantz, an Americorps
Watershed Ambassador, who will present
“Wandering Watershed” for families with
children ages 5 and older, on Monday,
March 28, from 1:30 to 3 p.m.
She will use an enviroscape model, a
hands-on replica of a watershed, to identify various types of pollutants that affect
area waterways. After learning about the
enviroscape, participants will play “The
Long Haul” to understand the importance of instant access to clean water.
Registration is required and the fee is
$4 per person for Union County residents and $5 per person for out-ofcounty participants.
EcoArt for families with children ages
four and older will be offered tomorrow,
Friday, March 25. Families may drop in
between 10 a.m. and noon to use their
artistic abilities and create crafts from
recycled objects.
Registration is not required and the fee
is $4 per child for Union County residents and $5 for out-of-county children.
Trailside will host two drop-off programs for students in first through fifth
grades.
“Backyard Wildlife Habitat,” to be
offered on March 25 from 1:30 to 3

p.m., will allow students to discover
how Trailside’s new pond attracts local
wildlife. Participants will enhance the
area by planting iris, evergreens and
berry bushes in and around the pond to
provide shelter and food for animals.
When the work is complete, participants will enjoy hot cocoa and marshmallows around a warm campfire.
“Wet–N-Wild Animals,” offered on
Monday, March 28, from 3:30 to 4:45
p.m., investigates the diversity of insects, fish, frogs and reptiles that live in
the wetlands of the Watchung Reservation. Children will learn how adaptations such as gills, fins and camouflage
help these animals survive.
Students will help feed Trailside’s
painted turtles and meet its resident
water snake. Registration is required for
each drop-off program and the fee is $8
per person for Union County residents
and $10 per person for out-of-county
participants.
Culminating Earth Awareness Week
activities, on April 2 from 9 a.m. to 3
p.m., will be a teacher-training workshop, “Project Wet,” which will provide
the tools, resources and lessons for teachers to use in the classroom to teach future
leaders about the importance and value
of water in everyday life.
More than 90 interdisciplinary activities and lessons, teacher-tested and classroom ready for K-12 students, are included in the Project Wet curriculum
activity guide. Lessons in the guide are
correlated to the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards. Participants
will receive six New Jersey Department
of Education professional development
credits. The fee is $25 per person and
includes a curriculum guide.
For a complete listing of Earth Awareness Week workshops or for information on upcoming programs and special
events, please call (908) 789-3670.
Trailside Nature and Science Center
is located at 452 New Providence Road
in Mountainside and is a facility of the
Union County Department of Parks and
Recreation.

CLASSIFIEDS
AUTO FOR SALE

HELP WANTED

1987 NISSAN SENTRA
Good condition, new
brakes/battery Call Jim at
(732) 801-3200 or e-mail
JimR1000@ yahoo.com

Computer Technical Support –
Westfield Memorial Library seeks
part-time computer support
specialist to maintain, troubleshoot
and expand PC network with Win95/
98, NT, 2000, XP, TCP/IP. Must be
MCSE-certified with working
knowledge of networking including
wireless. Library experience helpful.
15 hrs/wk inc. alternate Saturdays.
$20/hour plus paid sick and vacation
time.
Email resume to:
personnel@wmlnj.org or fax to
(908) 789-9523, attn L. Williams.
Westfield Memorial Library, 550 E.
Broad St., Westfield, NJ 07090.

MOVING SALE

Retro Danish dining set, signed–
best offer over $1000. Sealy
posturpedic full bed, like new $350; Antique (c.1890), threedrawer dresser - $400; Signed
prints & original art: $500 - $25;
Hitchcock maple bench - $300;
two end tables, dark wood,
beveled glass tops - $75; three
table lamps – $20 - $50; clothing
(size 12). Call (leave message)
for directions: (908) 389-1498.
FREE PIANO

Westfield
Kimball Upright Piano
Free!
(908) 232-1390
APARTMENT FOR RENT

Apt. for rent in Westfield. Walk to
train, shopping. 1st fl., 1 bedroom,
living room, dining room, newly
renovated kit, laundry. 2nd fl, 2
bedroom, liv. room, newly
renovated eat-in kit, newly
renovated bath, loft area for office,
laundry. (908) 917-0688.
SUMMER RENTAL in LBI

Very clean and spacious vacation
home for rent on Long Beach Island.
3BR, 3BA, Fenced-in yard, CA and
more. Only 4 houses to private beach
or bay. $2,200 per wk in July/Aug.
For pics and info call (732) 548-6769.
LOCATION LOCATION LOCATION

Beautiful home in Stowe,VT
available for rental all year round
weekends, weekly or monthly. For
details call Patti (908) 789-7089.
HOUSECLEANER

Reliable, references, experience.
Houses, apts, offices. Call
Christine at (908) 527-6261 and
give your home a special touch!

SUMMER JOB

Summer Day Camp Counselors:
No nights/weekends. Group
counselors, lifeguards/WSI,
instructors for sports, crafts,
nature, outdoor skills. Warren
Township (Somerset County) NJ.
(908) 647-0664
rvrbnd1@aol.com or apply at
www.campriverbend.com
BED

Visco Elastic Memory Foam mattress set, Queen set, as seen on
TV. Value $1200, sell $395.
(732) 259-6690
BEDROOM SET

7 pc. Cherry sleigh bed, chest,
dresser & mirror and night stand.
New still in box. Sell $795
(732) 259-6690
DINING ROOM

Beautiful cherry wood set, table,
hutch & buffet, 6 chairs. List
$2800. Sell $1450. Can deliver
(732) 259-6690
MATTRESS SET

Queen pillow top. Name brand,
new in plastic w/warranty $125.
Can Deliver (732) 259-6690
FOR SALE

Honey colored basset crib,
3-drawer dresser with changing
table top and 5-drawer dresser,
$350. Dutailer rocking chair and
ottoman with green cushions. $75.
Good condition. (908) 301-9291

CLEANING SERVICE

FOR SALE

Honest lady to clean your
house, office or apartment.
Have references, transportation
& 15 years experience.
(908) 354-4941

2002 BMW
Excellent Condition!
Dark blue, 28,000 miles, warranty.
Asking $24,000 or best offer.
Call (732) 501-7356

Thursday, March 24, 2005
HELP WANTED

RECEPTIONIST

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Westfield Volunteer Rescue
Squad seeks persons willing to
train as Emergency Medical
Technicians. No prior exp.
needed. Valid NJ Driv. Lic., req.,
min. 4 hrs/wk. We offer 24 hr.
coverage. Wkday 9am - 1 pm or
1-5pm slots are perfect for parents of school children. Childcare
reimbursement available!
Seeks trainees as Dispatchers. Min.
2 hrs./wk. All training provided.
Call the Recruiting Team at
(908) 233-2500 for details

Busy contracting firm is seeking
recep. that possess pleasant
phone skills, stong comm.
organization and data entry skills.
Comp. exp. a must. Hours 9-2.
Fax resume (908) 232-1616.

HELP WANTED

REAL ESTATE, Agents at
Burgdorff ERA are breaking all
records. ERA’s #1 Real Estate
firm has training classes starting
soon. Scholarships available.
Call 1-866-BURGDORFF or
www.burgdorff.com\careers

Landscape Design
Year Long Plantings
Lawn Maintenance
Patio • Walks • Masonry
Retaining Walls

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL
Take notice that on March 7, 2005 a
change occurred in the ownership of
Charlie Brown’s, Inc. trading as Jolly Trolley holder of Plenary Retail Consumption
License #2020-33-009-006 for premises
located at 411 North Avenue, Westfield,
New Jersey 07090 resulting in the following persons having an interest in this license: Charlie Brown’s Acquisition Corp.,
sole stockholder, 1450 US Highway 22
West, Mountainside, New Jersey 07092;
Russell D’Anton, President, 15 Captain’s
Court, Manasquan, New Jersey 08736;
John Augustine, Executive Vice President,
7 Highland Road, Montvale, New Jersey
07645; Ronald Soltis, Assistant Secretary, 58 Circle Drive, Hampton, New Jersey 08827; Michael Mulligan Vice President Food & Beverage, 64 Yorkshire Avenue, West, Milford, New Jersey 07480;
CB Holding Corp., c/o Trimaran Capital
Partners, 622 Third Avenue, New York,
New York 10017; Trimaran Capital Partners Funds, 622 Third Avenue, New York,
New York 10017; Allen Bernstein, 11 Doral
Drive, Manhasset, New York 11030; Dean
Kehler, 1115 Fifth Avenue, New York,
New York 10128; Andrew Heyer, 55
Cushman Road, Scarsdale, New York
10583; William Phoenix, 6 Castle Road,
Irvington, New York 10533 and Steven
Flyer, 8 Hickory Road, Short Hills, New
Jersey 07078.
Any information concerning the qualifications of any of the above current stockholders should be communicated in writing to Claire J. Gray, Acting Town Clerk,
Municipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090.
Charlie Brown’s, Inc.
1450 US Highway 22 West
Mountainside, New Jersey 07092
1 T - 3/24/05, The Leader
Fee: $38.25

thetomassogroupllc@verizon.net

Designing & Building All
Your Walkway & Patio Needs

Drip Systems • Lawn Sprinklers • Planting Beds

908-791-1820
Annual Contracts for Start-Ups & Shut-Offs • Guaranteed Immediate Response • Fully Licensed & Insured

j. valente
SPECIALISTS IN REMODELING OF

Residential
Commercial
Industrial
Bonded & Insured

License #9204

(908) 245-3577

bathrooms
& kitchens
•
INDOOR

OUTDOOR PAINTING

732-382-4136
973-444-1391 (cell)
mtv1970@msn.com

Free Estimates

PERFECT
PAINTING
&
POWER WASHING
Residential • Commercial

908-272-4456
AUTO REPAIR

ELM STREET
SERVICE CENTER

Ceramic Tile & Marble
Carpentry, Plaster
General Home Repairs

Kitchens & Baths

732-340-0320

Serving Union Co. for over 15 years

RESTAURANT
*SERVERS
*HOST/HOSTESS
*LINE COOK
Year round, Day & Evening
positions. Benefits for F/T. Apply
in person at: APPLEBEE’S, 1599
Rte 22 W, Watchung, NJ 07060
(908) 226-1333

Real Estate: Thinking of making a
change? Prudential NJ Properties
is now interviewing for full time
real estate agent positions,
Westfield Office. Call Margie
(908) 232-5664, ext. 103.

Free Estimates • Fully Insured • Immediate Response
Affordable Rates • Special Rates for Senior Citizens • Major Credit Cards

Opal Electric Services LLC

RESTAURANT HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

Specializing in Lawn Maintenance Accounts & Fertilization Programs
Residential • Commercial • Industrial
Spring & Fall Cleanup • Brick Pavers • Patio • Sod & Seeding

Custom & Unique
Landscape For Your Home

Machinist
Lathe, Milling, Grinding
(908) 789-1020
Fax (908) 789-1021

Limo Drivers. Full-time late
afternoon and night. Part-time
evenings. Experience a plus. Must
have good knowledge of roads.
(908) 232-8878

P R E M I E R P R O P E RT Y M A I N T E N A N C E P R O V I D E R

888-533-2345
908-925-2345

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

Goods & Services You Need!

www.goleader.com
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Complete Auto Repair
Foreign & Domestic
NJ State Inspection
• Emission Repair Facility
• Tune-ups & Batteries
• A/C Service
• Tires & Brakes
Auto
Care
• Road Service
Center
138 Elm St • Westfield
908-232-1937

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
NOTICE is hereby given that at a meeting of the Township Council of the Township of Scotch Plains, held in the Council
Chambers in the Municipal Building of
said Township on Tuesday, March 22,
2005, there was introduced, read for the
first time, and passed on such first reading, the following ordinance:
AN ORDINANCE TO VACATE
A SUB-STANDARD LOT ON
MORSE AVENUE IN THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS, COUNTY OF UNION,
AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AND TO RELEASE AND
EXTINGUISH THE PUBLIC
RIGHTS THERETO
PURPOSE: The Township Council of
the Township of Scotch Plains does hereby
find that the lands herein described have
been dedicated to public use, and that the
public interest of the Township of Scotch
Plains will be better served by releasing
the lands hereafter described from the
dedication thereof.
A public hearing for same will be held on
Tuesday, April 12, 2005 at 8:00 p.m. in the
Council Chambers of the Municipal Building, or any time and place to which a
meeting for the further consideration of
such ordinance shall from time to time be
adjourned, and all persons interested will
be given an opportunity to be heard concerning such ordinance.
A copy of same may be obtained from
the office of the Township Clerk, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday by any member of
the general public who wants a copy of
same without cost.
BARBARA RIEPE
Township Clerk
1 T - 3/24/05, The Times
Fee: $38.76

www.goleader.com
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PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
PLANNING BOARD
The Westfield Planning Board will meet
on April 4, 2005 in Council Chambers in
the Westfield Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey at
8:00 p.m. to hear and consider the following application:
05-07(V) WASHINGTON
MUTUAL
BANK, 184 ELM STREET,
BLOCK 2405, LOT 30 SEEKING PRELIMINARY AND MAJOR SITE PLAN APPROVAL.
Applicant seeks to occupy a portion of the building for a bank use
(a permitted use in the zone)
that was previously occupied by
Video/Video a retail business.
The change in use causes a
parking variance that requires
the applicant to make application to the Planning Board for
site plan approval. Applicant
seeks variances from the following:
List of New C.40:55D-70c.
Variances Requested
Section 17.02 of the Land Use
Ordinance requires 22 off-street
parking spaces – 21 spaces are
proposed.
Section 17.03C.5 of the Land
Use Ordinance requires a minimum setback of 2 feet for parking areas in non-residential
zones that abut other non-residential uses and zones – + .5
feet is proposed.
Section 16.04E.1 of the Land
Use Ordinance permits only one
sign located at the main public
entrance – applicant proposes
one sign at the main public entrance and an additional sign on
the side of the building.
Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from requirements may be sought as appropriate.
Plans and application are on file in the
Office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday 8:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Kenneth B. Marsh
Secretary
1 T - 3/24/05, The Leader
Fee: $48.96

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Scotch Plains
Recreation Department Events

Recreation Dept Events:
Girls Softball League, third
through eighth grades. This instructional league is based on teaching
skills and drills in a non-competitive
format. Teams will be formed and
practices and games will be played on
township ball fields twice a week.
Leagues will depend upon registration numbers. Parent volunteers are
needed to coach. Umpires are needed.
The cost is $55 per person and the
season runs from Saturday, April 16,
through Saturday, June 11.
Jazzercise, New Session Begins
Monday, March 28. This original
excercise phenomenon dance course
is taught by instructor Bernadette
Paige of Scotch Plains. The course is
offered at the Scotch Hills Country
Club four times a week. Another program will be offered this spring. The
cost for the eight-week program is
$88 per person.

GL Seniors Named
Scholarship Winners
BERKELEY HEIGHTS – The National Merit Scholarship Program has
named four Governor Livingston (GL)
High School seniors as finalists in the
competition for the Merit Scholarship
awards to be offered this year.
Andrew Ghosh, Craig Gorin, Emily
Grosse and Veena Venkatachalam have
met all of the requirements to advance to
the standing of finalist for the program
from among 16,200 semifinalists.
The National Merit Scholarship Program conducts an academic competition for recognition and scholarship for
college undergraduate study. Each year,
8,200 Merit Scholarship awards are bestowed upon a group of over 15,000
finalists.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Brian Foley Named Partner
At Morristown Law Firm

by: Traci Kastner
tkastner@westfieldnj.net
(908) 789-4080

Spring Break Golf Camp: This
hands-on camp is for ages eight to 14
and will be held at the Oak Ridge Golf
Course in Clark with teaching pro Bill
McCluney. This course will be given
Monday through Wednesday, April 4 to
6. Course times are 8:30 to 11:30 a.m. or
noon to 3 p.m. The fee is $99 per child.
Hockey Clinics: Students will learn
basic skills or fine-tune their skills
with George Giresi and the Westfield
High School Ice Hockey Team. The
class is offered to children aged 6 to
12, from Monday, June 20 through
Friday, June 24 from 3:30 p.m. through
5: 30 p.m. at Tamaques Park. The cost
is $60 per child.
Night Place: The Night Place program is held throughout the school
year on select Friday evenings. This
program is open to all middle school
students for a nominal fee. The program is held from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. at
Edison Intermediate School. The cost
is $2 in advance and $3 at the door.
The dates are April 15 and May 13.
Road Race: The 15th annual 5Miler and 1-Mile Fun Run will be
held on a Saturday, April 23. The 1Mile Fun Run will begin at 9 a.m.,
and the 5-Miler race begins at 9:30
a.m. Registration forms can be obtained at the recreation office or on
the
department’s
Website,
westfieldnj.net/townhall/recreation.
Soccer Squirts: This one-hour course
introduces children ages three to five
years old to group experiences and
basic motor skills through soccer related activities. The course will be held

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

BOARD OF EDUCATION
302 ELM STREET
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07090
Notice is hereby given to the legal voters of Westfield, in the County of Union, New Jersey, that a public hearing for the proposed
budget for the 2005-2006 school year will be held on Tuesday, March 29, 2005, in the Board Room of the Administration Building, 302
Elm Street, Westfield, New Jersey, at 8:00 PM.
The budget will be on file in the office of the Secretary of the Board of Education, 302 Elm Street, Westfield, New Jersey, for
examination by the public between 9:00 AM and 4:00 PM each school day.
The school district has proposed programs and services in addition to the core curriculum content standards adopted by the State
Board of Education. Information on this budget and the programs and services it provides is available from your local school district.
Robert Berman
Board Secretary
The Westfield Leader
Publication Date: March 24, 2005

SCHOOL DISTRICT BUDGET STATEMENT
FOR THE SCHOOL YEAR 2005-2006

at Tamaques Park on Tuesdays from 10
to 11 a.m. or from 1:15 to 2:15 p.m.
from April 19 to May 31. The cost of
the program is $95 per child.
Stroller-Size: This one-hour total
body workout is aimed at improving
one’s cardiovascular endurance,
strength and flexibility. The class will
be held in Tamaques Park on Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. from April 6 through
May 25. The fee is $48 per person.
Summer Camps: The Recreation
Department is taking registrations for
summer camps. Camps are available
for baseball, basketball, bowling, golf,
roller hockey, soccer, tennis, multisports, & wrestling.
Teen Center: The Teen Center is
open on most Friday evenings during
the school year between the hours of 7
and 11 p.m. for all Westfield High
School students.
Total Toning: Classes are held on
Mondays and Thursdays from 7:30 to
8:30 p.m. in the Municipal Building
Community Room, 425 East Broad
Street. Each session includes 10
classes. The fee is $65 per person.
Westfield Memorial Pool: Pool information for the 2005 season has
been mailed to all residents. For questions or information please contact the
Recreation Department.
Please register for the above programs at: the Westfield Recreation
Department, 425 East Broad Street.
For further information, please call
the Westfield Recreation Office at (908)
789-4080. Visit us online at:
westfieldnj.net/townhall/recreation.

WESTFIELD – Brian M. Foley of Murphy, Mr. Foley sits on the Board
Westfield has been named a partner of Trustees of Youth Consultation
in the Health Care Law Practice Group Service, Inc., a nonprofit corporation
of Schenck, Price, Smith & King, that provides health, education,
LLP, whose offices are in Morristown. residential and social services for
Having served as vice president children in need and their families
and general counsel of Cathedral throughout New Jersey. He previously
Healthcare System, a multi-hospital served on the Board of Trustees of
system located in Newark, Mr. Foley Saint Elizabeth Hospital Foundajoins Schenck Price to
tion and on the Educatake a lead role in the
tion Fund of Westfield.
firm’s recently expanded
He has held memberHealth Care Law Pracships in the New Jersey
tice Group.
Bar Association, Health
Schenck Price was one
and Hospital Law Secof the first law firms in
tion; American Bar
New Jersey to develop a
Association; and in the
practice dedicated to the
American Health Lawarea of health care law,
yers Association.
serving for many years as
Mr. Foley received his
general counsel to
law degree from Seton
Morristown Memorial
Hall University School of
Hospital. Since 1996,
Law in 1986, and holds a
when Morristown MemoBachelor of Arts Degree
Brian M. Foley
rial became a founding
in Economics from
member of Atlantic Health System, Villanova University in 1983. He and
Schenck Price has been pleased to serve his wife, Christine, have four children.
all of Atlantic’s hospitals (Overlook,
Schenck, Price, Smith & King, LLP
Mountainside and Morristown Memo- was founded more than 90 years ago
rial), as well as, physicians and other as the firm of King & Vogt. Today, as
health care providers.
a full-service law firm, Schenck Price
Mr. Foley brings extensive experi- has more than 60 attorneys and offers
ence in health care law, including its clients experienced counsel in real
fraud and abuse counseling, reim- estate (commercial and residential),
bursement, managed care, compli- litigation, banking law, trusts and esance, contracts and licensing matters tates, taxation, general corporate law,
to the Health Care Law Practice Group mergers and acquisitions, finance,
at Schenck Price. His client base land use, municipal law, health care,
includes health systems, hospitals, elder law, education law, cable televimedical staffs, physicians and other sion and telecommunications, enviprofessional health care providers.
ronmental law, employment law,
A former partner in the law firm of debtor-creditor law, guardianship,
Kalison, McBride, Jackson & administrative law and family law.

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

Local Projects
Other State Projects:
Nonpublic Textbooks
Nonpublic Auxiliary Services
Nonpublic Handicapped Services
Nonpublic Nursing Services
Nonpublic Technology Initiative
Other Special Projects
Total State Projects
Federal Projects:
Title I
I.D.E.A. Part B (Handicapped)
Other Special Projects
Total Federal Projects
TOTAL SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS

SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS
Revenues from Local Sources
Revenues from State Sources:
Other Restricted Entitlements
TOTAL REVENUES FROM STATE SOURCES
Revenues from Federal Sources:
Title I
I.D.E.A. Part B (Handicapped)
Other
TOTAL REVENUES FROM FEDERAL SOURCES
TOTAL SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS

OCTOBER 15, 2005
ESTIMATED
5,154
3
797
13
84
31

5,942

6,080

DEBT SERVICE
Budgeted Fund Balance
Revenues from Local Sources:
Local Tax Levy
Miscellaneous
TOTAL REVENUES FROM LOCAL SOURCES
Revenues from State Sources:
Debt Service Aid Type II
TOTAL LOCAL DEBT SERVICE
Act (Excess) Deficiency of Rev (Over)/Under Expnd
TOTAL DEBT SERVICE FUND
TOTAL REVENUES/SOURCES

2003-04
ACTUAL

10-303
10-1210
10-1300
10-1410
10-1XXX

59,635,597
3,022
4,317
323,687
59,966,623

10-3120
10-3130
10-3195
10-3196
10-3XXX

10,209
4,083,349

774,241
4,867,799
-172,700
64,661,722

2004-05
REVISED

2005-06
ANTICIPATED

2,367,497

1,879,593

62,501,165

66,025,201

367,077
62,868,242

349,000
66,374,201

4,083,349
480,328

4,083,349
347,405
132,923

4,563,677
908,821

4,563,677

70,708,237

72,817,471

20-1XXX

114,100

20-32XX

272,431
272,431

313,417
313,417

313,417
313,417

191,071
1,017,026
60,948
1,269,045
1,655,576

206,134
1,275,178
148,099
1,629,411
1,942,828

206,134
1,275,178
148,099
1,629,411
1,942,828

20-4411-4416
20-4420-4429
20-4XXX

40-303
40-1210
40-1XXX

40-3160

63,858

19,436

1,789,067
69,436
1,858,503

1,939,965
1,939,965

2,104,980
38,137
2,143,117

257,412
2,115,915
165,564
2,281,479
68,598,777

257,563
2,261,386

257,426
2,419,979

2,261,386
74,912,451

2,419,979
77,180,278

ADVERTISED APPROPRIATIONS

CAPITAL OUTLAY
Equipment
Facilities Acquisition and Construction Services
Capital Reserve-Transfer to Capital Projects
TOTAL CAPITAL OUTLAY
GENERAL FUND GRAND TOTAL
SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS

ACCOUNT

2003-04
2004-05
EXPENDITURES REV. APPROP.

2005-06
APPROPRIATIONS

11-1XX-100-XXX
11-2XX-100-XXX
11-230-100-XXX
11-240-100-XXX
11-401-100-XXX
11-402-100-XXX

25,002,685
3,901,563
561,798
178,192
77,399
841,209

25,355,737
4,103,490
637,346
200,481
321,476
931,996

25,899,844
4,425,555
812,306
208,513
331,290
951,622

11-000-100-XXX
11-000-211-XXX
11-000-213-XXX
11-000-216,217
11-000-218-XXX
11-000-219-XXX
11-000-221-XXX
11-000-222-XXX
11-000-223-XXX
11-000-230-XXX
11-000-240-XXX
11-000-25X-XXX
11-000-26X-XXX
11-000-270-XXX
11-000-290-XXX
11-XXX-XXX-2XX
11-000-310-XXX

4,435,705
107,110
953,926
1,640,649
1,634,987
1,125,413
1,343,409
1,117,823
209,858
1,230,553
2,754,974

5,490,426
113,316
1,069,676
1,789,755
1,771,176
1,160,759
1,425,587
1,195,813
220,858
1,402,189
2,903,519
2,272,837
5,631,871
2,253,209

5,491,886
117,614
1,044,418
1,936,810
1,874,175
1,255,455
1,347,886
1,279,147
161,764
1,428,521
2,832,460
2,382,726
5,879,503
2,277,589

9,992,694
17,981
38,711,666
70,262,192

10,597,182
14,500
39,921,636
72,550,766

122,683
323,362

66,705
200,000

446,045
70,708,237

266,705
72,817,471

12-XXX-XXX-73X
12-000-4XX-XXX
12-000-4XX-931

39,031
61,278
141,404
46,184
25,520

39,031
61,278
141,404
46,184
25,520

34,298
272,431

313,417

313,417

20-XXX-XXX-XXX
20-XXX-XXX-XXX
20-XXX-XXX-XXX

191,071
1,017,026
60,948
1,269,045
1,655,576

206,134
1,275,178
148,099
1,629,411
1,942,828

206,134
1,275,178
148,099
1,629,411
1,942,828

40-701-510-XXX

2,281,479
2,281,479
68,598,777

2,261,386
2,261,386
74,912,451

2,419,979
2,419,979
77,180,278

74,912,451

77,180,278

TOTAL EXPENDITURES/APPROPRIATIONS
NET OF TRANSFERS:

Budget
Category
(1)
Est. Approp.
Bal. 6-30-03
(Prior Budg)

Gen. Fund
(Reserved)
Capital
General Fund Reserve
(Unreserved)
Account
(2)
(3)

68,598,777

Gen. Fund
(Reserved)
Adult Ed.
Programs
(4)

Gen. Fund
(Reserved)
Maintenance
Reserve
Acct.
(5)

Gen. Fund
(Reserved)
Legal
Reserves
(6)

Gen. Fund
(Reserved)
Tuition
Reserve
(7)

Debt
Service
(8)

Special
Revenue
Cap. Res.
Acct.
(9)

5,456,089
1,916,333
1,127,310
8,306,191
13,663
33,373,993
63,936,839
148,161
81,879
494,843
724,883
64,661,722

Totals
(10)

666,384

0

0

0

693,704

0

0

0

1,360,088

Approp.
Balances
6-30-03
(from Audit)

4,275,979

229,521

0

0

0

0

248,858

0

4,754,358

Est. Approp.
Bal. 6-30-04
(Prior Budg)

2,392,171

229,521

0

0

0

0

0

0

2,621,692

Approp.
Balances
6-30-04
(from Audit)

4,746,078

868

0

0

0

0

83,294

0

4,830,240

Amount
Budgeted
during
FY 04-05

-2,367,497

0

0

0

0

0

-63,858

0

-2,431,355

Add. Bal. to
be Approp
during
FY 04-05

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

Add. Bal.
Anticipated
during
FY 04-05

890,000

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

890,000

Approp. Bal.
6-30-05 (est.)
before Trans.

3,268,581

868

0

0

0

0

19,436

0

3,288,885

Anti. Excess
GF Bal. Trans
during FY 04-05

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

Approp. Bal.
6-30-05 (est.)
after Transfer

3,268,581

868

0

0

0

0

19,436

0

3,288,885

Amount
Budgeted
in FY 05-06

-1,879,593

0

0

0

0

0

-19,436

0

-1,899,029

Appropriation
Balance
6/30/06 (est.)

1,388,988

868

0

0

0

0

0

0

1,389,856

0

UNION - WESTFIELD TOWN
ADVERTISED PER PUPIL COST CALCULATIONS

UNION - WESTFIELD TOWN

BUDGET CATEGORY
GENERAL CURRENT EXPENSE
Regular Programs - Instruction
Special Education - Instruction
Basic Skills/Remedial - Instruction
Bilingual Education - Instruction
School-Spon. Co/Extra-Curr. Activities-Instruct
School Sponsored Athletics - Instruction
Undistributed Expenditures:
Instruction
Attendance and Social Work Services
Health Services
Other Supp Serv - Stds - Related & Extraordinary
Other Support Services - Students - Regular
Other Support Services - Students - Special
Improvement of Instructional Services
Educational Media Services - School Library
Instructional Staff Training Services
Support Services - General Administration
Support Services - School Administration
Central Svcs & Admin Info Technology
Operation and Maintenance of Plant Services
Student Transportation Services
Other Support Services
Personal Services - Employee Benefits
Food Services
Total Undistributed Expenditures
TOTAL GENERAL CURRENT EXPENSE

29,681
44,675
121,375
42,402

ADVERTISED RECAPITULATION OF BALANCES

OCTOBER 15, 2004
ACTUAL
5,089
3
779
13
84
31

ADVERTISED REVENUES
ACCOUNT

20-XXX-XXX-XXX
20-XXX-XXX-XXX
20-XXX-XXX-XXX
20-XXX-XXX-XXX
20-XXX-XXX-XXX
20-XXX-XXX-XXX

UNION - WESTFIELD TOWN

UNION - WESTFIELD TOWN

BUDGET CATEGORY
GENERAL FUND
Budgeted Fund Balance - General Fund
Revenues from Local Sources:
Local Tax Levy
Tuition
Transportation Fees from Individuals
Unrestricted Miscellaneous Revenues
SUBTOTAL
Revenues from State Sources:
Transportation Aid
Special Education Aid
Consolidated Aid
Additional Formula Aid
Other State Aids-Out of Cap
SUBTOTAL
Adjustment for Prior Year Encumbrances
Act (Excess) Deficiency of Rev (Over)/Under Expnd
TOTAL GENERAL FUND

114,100

DEDUCT APPROPRIATIONS INCLUDED IN MULTIPLE FUNDS DUE TO TRANSFERS:
Local Contribution - Transfer to Special Revenue
11-1XX-100-930
Capital Reserve - Transfer to Debt Service
12-000-400-933

ADVERTISED ENROLLMENTS
ENROLLMENT CATEGORY
Pupils on Roll Regular Full-Time
Pupils on Roll Regular Shared-Time
Pupils on Roll - Special Full-Time
Pupils on Roll - Special Shared-Time
Private School Placements
Pupils Sent to Other Dists-Spec Ed Prog
Pupils in State Facilities
Resident Enroll. Per State Aid Calc.-Infor. Only

20-XXX-XXX-XXX

DEBT SERVICE FUNDS
Debt Service - Regular
TOTAL DEBT SERVICE FUNDS
Total Expenditures/Appropriations

UNION - WESTFIELD TOWN

OCTOBER 15, 2003
ACTUAL
5,067
4
728
18
64
31
1

PUBLIC NOTICE

Per Pupil Cost Calculations:
Total Comparative Per Pupil Cost
Total Classroom Instruction
Classroom-Salaries and Benefits
Classroom-General Supplies and Textbooks
Classroom-Purchased Services and Other
Total Support Services
Support Services-Salaries and Benefits
Total Administrative Costs
Administration-Salaries and Benefits
Total Operations and Maintenance of Plant
Operations & Maintenance of PlantSalary & Ben.
Total Food Services Costs
Total Extracurricular Costs
Total Equipment Costs
Employee Benefits as a % of Salaries

2002-03
ACTUAL
(1)
9,494
5,762
5,485
188
89
1,559
1,320
983
767
992

2003-04
ACTUAL
(2)
9,899
6,026
5,673
205
148
1,628
1,454
1,005
771
1,056

2004-05
ORIGINAL
BUDGET
(3)
10,551
6,230
5,945
214
71
1,742
1,543
1,260
900
1,080

2004-05
REVISED
BUDGET
(4)
10,628
6,240
5,936
226
79
1,757
1,540
1,283
899
1,092

2005-06
PROPOSED
BUDGET
(5)
10,856
6,394
6,082
226
85
1,793
1,594
1,286
918
1,125

690
3
196
14
17.8

719
2
182
26
19.5

737
3
250
15
22.4

729
3
252
21
22.3

741
2
256
11
22.9

The information presented in columns 1 through 3 as well as the related descriptions of the per pupil cost calculations are contained
in the 2005 Comparative Spending Guide and can be found on the Department of Education’s Internet address: http://www.state.nj.us/
education under Finance, when available. This publication is available in the board office and public libraries. The same calculations
were performed using the 2004-05 revised appropriations and 2005-06 budgeted appropriations presented in this advertised budget.
Total Comparative Per Pupil Cost is defined as current expense exclusive of tuition expenditures, transportation, residential costs, and
judgments against the school district. For all years, it also includes the restricted entitlement aids. With the exception of Total Equipment
Cost, each of the other per pupil cost calculations presented is a component of the total comparative per pupil cost, although all
components are not shown.
UNION - WESTFIELD TOWN
ANNUAL SCHOOL DISTRICT BUDGET STATEMENT SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION
4A. Advertised Capital Outlay Projects
Describe below, by project number, the appropriations for budgeted Capital Outlay Projects including those items related to the
district's Long Range Facilities Plan. Include only construction, remodeling, renovations, installation of service systems, land and
improvements, and the purchase of buildings. If the project is eligible for a grant, budget only the local share of the project and enter
an X in column 4. Do not include equipment. Include all projects budgeted on the transfer lines to Capital Projects fund (8326 and 8335).
Complete a detailed budget for each project.
DESCRIPTION/ACTIVITY
Boiler Replacement - Washington School
Total Amount:
1 T - 3/24/05, The Leader

PROJECT NUMBER
WBOE 1

DOLLAR AMOUNT
200,000
200,000

ELIGIBLE FOR GRANT
X
Fee: $621.18

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION
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LOCAL STARS SPECTACULAR
Cheesecake, SSw
weet P
otato
Potato
Casser
ole M
ake Easter SSw
weet
Casserole
Make
By MARYLOU MORANO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

If you celebrate Easter and family
and friends are gathering at your
place for dinner, you’ll want to have
a few special dishes to grace your
table.
This sweet potato casserole is a
new twist on the standard old sweet
potato recipe. It can be made a day in
advance and warmed before serving.
SWEET POTATO CASSER
OLE
ASSEROLE
(SER
VES 8)
SERVES
To 2 cups mashed lukewarm sweet
potatoes add:
¾ cup brown sugar
1 cup evaporated milk
2 well-beaten eggs
1 ½ teaspoons cinnamon
Pumpkin pie spice to taste (about
½ tsp.)
Beat all ingredients with an electric mixer until smooth. Stir in ½
cup raisins. Pour potato mixture into
buttered 1 ½ cup soufflé dish. Bake
in 325-degree oven until a knife
inserted into the center comes clean
(about 50 minutes). Serve warm.
Try “crowning” your Easter dinner with a special dessert. This cheesecake recipe, which has been in my
family for years, is full of flavor, and
rivals that served in the fanciest of

restaurants. Best of all, its easy to
make.
THE MORANO FAMIL
Y CHEESECAKE
AMILY
(SER
VES 8 TO 10 OR 12,
SERVES
DEP
ENDING ON SIZE OF SLICE)
DEPENDING
To a large bowl add:
1 ½ pounds of ricotta cheese
2 eight-ounce packages of cream
cheese
2 cups sugar
6 eggs
1 teaspoon salt
6 teaspoons flour
1 pint sour cream
1 teaspoon vanilla
Beat with electric mixer until all
lumps disappear and batter is
smooth. Pour batter into greased
nine-inch spring form pan and bake
at 350 degrees for 1 ½ hours. Then
turn off the oven and leave cake in
oven for an additional hour. For
cheesecake with a browner top, place
a shallow pan filled with water in the
oven while the cake is baking.
Chill baked cake until you are
ready to serve. Remove from pan by
running a knife around the edge of
pan before releasing spring. This
cheesecake tastes better the longer it
sits, so make it a day or two ahead, if
you can. Top with canned or fresh
fruit.

SP-F M
iddle School P
upils
Middle
Pupils
Chosen for SSelect
elect G
Grroups
SCO
TCH PL
AINS – The Scotch
SCOT
PLAINS
Plains-Fanwood public school district is celebrating March as “Music
In Our Schools” by noting the accomplishments of talented musicians
in the district’s middle schools.
Dozens of the district’s young singers and instrumentalists have been
selected to perform with state and
national select groups based on competitive auditions.
At Park Middle School, seven students were chosen for the 2005 Re-

(tenor), Matthew Ritsko (tenor), and
Roger Liu (bass II).
Ms. Sellman will be working with all
these honor choir members to prepare
them for their final gala concert in
May.
At Terrill Middle School, 15 fifth
and sixth grade choral students, under
the direction of choral music teacher
Mary Lu Farrell, were selected to perform in the American Choral Directors Association (ACDA) National
Children’s Honor Choir in Los Ange-

Photo courtesy of The Shakespeare Theatre of New Jersey, taken by Warren Westura

KEAN VALUES ARTS…At The Shakespeare Theatre of New Jersey’s 2005 gala
fundraiser, “Brush Up Your Shakespeare XI,” held on March 5 at the Park Avenue
Club in Florham Park, Senator Thomas Kean, Jr. of Westfield receives the Mighty
Quill Award on behalf of his father, Governor Thomas H. Kean, from Shakespeare
Theatre Artistic Director Bonnie Monte of Madison for his ongoing support of and
commitment to The Shakespeare Theatre and the arts. The event raised over
$280,000. Proceeds will support the theatre’s artistic and education programs.

STELLAR MUSICIANS…Scotch Plains-Fanwood middle school music students
are celebrating “Music In Our Schools” month this March as well as their membership in several select musical ensembles. Pictured, left to right, are: Park vocalists
chosen for the All-State JJunior
unior High Honor Choir by competitive audition,
including, Matt Ritsko, Devra Traiman, Matt Glassett, Roger Liu, and Tim Carroll.

READY FOR THEIR FINAL BOW…Sporting their “finale bandanas,” third
graders performing in the McKinley Kapers at McKinley Elementary School in
Westfield prepared to close out the school’s annual production.

POPCORN™

Robots: Machine P
olitics
Politics
One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
2 & ½ POPCORNS

At the very least, Robots colorfully and
charmingly serves as Junior’s introduction to Rube Goldberg (1883-1970).
True, the Pulitzer Prize-winning cartoonist didn’t have a direct hand in co-directors Chris Wedge and Carlos Saldanha’s
sweetly told, robotic assimilation of
“David Copperfield” and “Robin Hood.”
But Goldberg’s wacky way of getting
the most routine tasks accomplished via
the most ludicrously complicated means
is nonetheless at the visual epicenter of
this good-natured bit of animation.
Too bad it isn’t as consistently amusing
as it is novel and meticulous in its process. While creativity and imagination
abound, Robots sputters for lack of that
magical empathy.
Certainly we care when teen-aged
Rodney Copperbottom, the poor son of
a dishwasher robot, heads for the big city
in hopes of turning the town on its side
with his inventions. It’s just that we cared
a lot more for the lead cur in Lady and the
Tramp and, more recently, for the lumbering ogre in Shrek.
Still, never-say-die Rodney, voiced by
Ewan McGregor, has his allure. Doubtless a role model of frugality and good
sense for children who might identify
with his trials and tribulations, he’s also
the hero who assures that you don’t have
to be a hero to be okay.
While manufactured of hand-medown and salvaged parts, Rodney throws
not one fit about his circumstances. He
loves and respects his parents too much
for that. Are you listening, Tyler and
Britney? And if he despairs, it isn’t for
long.
You see, while he may hail from Rivet
City, it’s really River City, or Bedford
Falls, or Hannibal, Miss., where this red,
white and blue symbol of democracy and
enterprise cut his gears. He is the American Dream, passed on to and vicariously
lived through our robots.
For smaller children, who may not grok
writers Lowell Ganz and Babaloo Mandel’s
metallic metaphor for an America that
they fear is slipping out of our idealistic
grasp, the film plays on a simpler level. For
instance, did you know that robots could
pass gas?
On a higher plain, Robots has no
equivalent of the whoopee cushion to
cause laughter in parents and grandparents who dutifully accompany their offspring to the flicks. It’s more like we
approve. It appeals to our better instincts
… to our morality. Plus it serves as some
type of wish fulfillment — Rodney as the
perfect child.
So beware, kids. The movie holds
Rodney up as an icon. It’s the cinematic equivalent of your mother saying, “Why can’t you be a good boy like
your cousin Rodney?” The fact is, our
Rodney may be a good boy who makes
his parents proud. But if he wants to
get laughs, he should get himself some
better writers.
Happily, Robots isn’t quite so limited
in the inspiration and muckraking departments. The fun part is, Rodney’s
coming of age experience will probably
anger holdovers from the McCarthy era
whilst warming the cockles of latter day
liberals’ hearts. Even kiddy flicks can’t
escape the blue state-red state syndrome.

But in any case, the poli sci message may
be a bit highfalutin for tykes.
Call it a primer on what’s wrong with
corporate America and our throwaway
society. For the sad news is, when Rodney
arrives in Robot City to seek his fame and
fortune, those evil powers that be have all
but usurped the vision that inspired his
journey.
He had high hopes of bringing his
inventions to the attention of Bigweld
(Mel Brooks), the rotund and generous
epitome of free enterprise. But, just as
Scrooge and Marley excised kindly
Fezziwig in “A Christmas Carol,” boardroom skullduggery engineered by the
opportunist Ratchet (Greg Kinnear) and
his conniving mother (shades of Angela
Lansbury’s matriarch in The Manchurian Candidate) has all but vanquished
the entrepreneur.
It is a new and ugly day in Robot City,
where the emphasis is no longer on individualism, ingenuity and affordable spare
parts for all. In other words, no national
health plan for this bunch of loafers. If
Ratchet has his way, only new and expensive robots will find their way out of
Bigweld Industries, the company where
Rodney planned to gain employment.
The tale is a timeless, recurring plot in
Western Civilization, which, even as far
back as the Robin Hood legend, recognized that the opposing sides of the aisle
really meant business. Hence, if the exiled King Richard the Lion Heart is here
Bigweld and Ratchet is the throne-snatching Prince John, then our protagonist is
none other than a robotic Robin of
Locksley.
So it follows that Cappy (Halle Berry),
the executive at Bigweld who believes in
Rodney, is his Lady Marian. Take it a bit
further and the Runyonesque bunch of
gizmos and gadgets who attach themselves to our protagonist must be the
Merry Men. Once all of these parts are
assembled, you can guess what happens
next.
There are plenty of jokes, running
gags, double entendres and comic references strewn throughout the script, with
most of them emanating flow of consciousness style from Robin Williams as
Fender. The most vocal of the rabble that
Ratchet would like to render obsolete,
the chattering thingamajig soon becomes
Rodney’s right-hand ‘bot.
In short, as the scrap iron world’s answer to Sancho Panza, Williams does his
act. And if you think about it later, in and
of itself the routine is funny.
You’ll recognize his favorite bits of
shtick, doubtlessly improvised, with no
small amount of gibe appropriated from
The Bird Cage. But in the context of the
overall movie, effusively vying for time
with the frenetic visuals and the hightoned story line, this and much of the
other attempts at humor seems so desperate. And gosh, the structure is so
formulaic. Considering the humanistic
message at its core, you’d think the filmmakers would have made Robots a little
less mechanical.
*******
Robots
obots, rated PG, is a 20th Century
Fox release directed by Chris Wedge and
Carlos Saldanha and stars the voices of
Ewan McGregor, Halle Berry and Robin
Williams. Running time: 91 minutes.

gion II Intermediate Chorus that
performed recently under the direction of guest conductor, Dr. Patrick
Freer.
According to Jennifer Sellman, the
students’ choral director and rehearsal
conductor for the Region Chorus,
the students included Soprano I
voices Kate Barker, Maggie Murad,
and Mary Kate O’Connell, who was
selected for the third year in a row.
The Soprano II section included
Rosie Everson, Samantha Mannino,
and Nicole Perro, and Devra Traiman
was not only selected for the Alto
section but was the highest scoring
alto in the region.
Ten sixth graders at Park Middle
were accepted as members of the AllState Elementary Honor Choir, including Laura Bruce, Charles
Centinaro, Rachel Chan, Kimberly
Federico, Alyssia Gonzalez, Priyanka
Kamath, Matthew Kersey, Molly
Kildow, Sebastian Rosen, and Alexa
Uvino.
In addition, five seventh and eighth
graders were chosen for the All-State
Junior High Honor Choir, including
Devra Traiman (alto), Timothy
Carroll (tenor), Matthew Glassett

les, Calif.
Terrill students selected for the
ACDA choir include Melina Gaglias,
Julia VanEtten, Daniel Pesin, Nicholas
Poulios, Priya Kamdar, Sara Heiden,
Madhu Parmar, Melanie Rome,
Heather Ullery, Jessica VanBeisen, Tori
Berman, Maddie Dillon, Allison
Begalman, Julia Babis, and Peter Surace.
Instrumental musicians at Park
Middle also achieved success this year
and several have been selected as members of the New Jersey Central Region
II Band, a group made up of the outstanding musicians from Monmouth,
Middlesex, Union, Mercer, Somerset,
and Hunterdon counties.
Students selected for the Region II
band include Ryan McTernan (trombone), Kristin Betau (third place flute),
Michelle Carroll (clarinet), Blake
VanBuskirk (sixth chair alto saxophone), Chris DeCarlo (trumpet),
Roger Liu (second year Region II tuba),
and Josef Ellis (first chair snare and
second year making Region II Band).
Park instrumental music teacher Jon
Bencivenga also reported that the Park
Middle School contingent placed second out of 81 schools at the Region II
auditions.

Westfield Ar
Artt Assoc. to P
Prresent
Annual M
embers E
xhibition
Members
Exhibition
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Art
Association (WAA) will host Art ’05, a
salon style exhibition of members’
paintings from Saturday, April 2, to
Sunday, April 17, in the Community
Room of the Westfield Municipal
Building at 425 East Broad Street.
The reception and awarding of prizes
will take place on Sunday, April 3, at 3 p.m.
This, the WAA’s 81st Annual Members’
show, will feature works by favorite local
artists in oil, watercolor, acrylic, graphics,
and pastel, sculpture and photography.
Open hours for Art ’05 are: Saturdays, April 2, 9, and 16 from 12 to 4
p.m., Sunday, April 3, from 12 to 4
p.m., and Friday, April 8, and Sunday
April 17, from 12 to 2 p.m. Tuesday
and Wednesday hours, during the two
weeks, are from 12 to 2 p.m.
Alexander Piccirillo, an accomplished pastelist, oil painter, and sketching and drawing artist, will judge this
year’s show. Besides judging shows, he
also teaches demonstrations.
Mr. Piccirillo studied at the Brooklyn Museum Art School, received his
Bachelor of Fine Arts degree at The
School of Visual Arts in New York
City, and studied privately with Harvey
Dinnerstein and Burton Silverman,
both of New York.

He has exhibited from New York to
California, Louisiana, Massachusetts,
and New Jersey. He has also showcased
his artwork at the Pastel Society of
America’s Annual Exhibitions, the
Bloomfield Art League, the Salmagundi
Club, and the Montclair Art Museum,
among others.
Mr. Piccirillo has received many,
many awards, including the “First Place
Award” in Graphics at he Bloomfield
Art League, The Myra Biggerstaff
Award at the Pastel Society of America,
and the title of “Master Pastelist” from
the Pastel Society of America.
He is currently teaching at the
Montclair Art Museum, the Fairlawn
Art Association, the Livingston Art Association, New Jersey Center for Visual
Arts, Summit, and the Baird Center in
South Orange, along with giving private studio instruction in Nutley. He
offers workshops at the Morris County
Art Association. He is represented by
Gallery 214 in Montclair.
Admission to Art’05 is free. The
Community Room is handicapped
accessible and the public is invited to
attend all events.
For more information, please call (908)
687-2945, or Art ’05 show Chairman, S.
Allyn Schaeffer at (908) 322-2394.

Honk: UCHS’ Little Tale
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

Rodriguez, leers at Ugly, planning to
have him for lunch. Alex has a ball with
this role dishing up the song, “Play
with your Food.”
Costumes by designer Emily Eger,
and assistant designer Kimberly Scutieri
are some of the finest seen in all of the
area high school shows this season. The
outfits of the iridescent school of fish
are as impressive as the jumpsuits for
the gray geese and the frogletts.
Daddy Drake and the little ones
paddling in and out of the gorgeous
fish scene is a clever, comic interlude
within the lovely lyric dancing.
The domesticated chicken Lowbutt
(Katie Czado) has a unique relationship with the house cat Queenie
(Alexandra Slomko) that is threatened
by Cat who has followed Ugly to the
Old Woman’s Cottage. Alexandra is a
consummate dancer who looks like she
just came off the road with a touring
company of “Cats.” She’s that good in
voice, presence and dance. The dancing of Cat and Queenie could make
Fred and Ginger jealous. Great chem-

istry with Queenie’s talented partner
Katie makes for a most enjoyable scene.
It is almost impossible to mention all
of the interesting and clever staging and
“business” that prevails, but Jay Bird
(John Rotondo) from “America’s Most
Feathered” is exceptional while poking
fun at the media’s intrusion on tragedy.
Also, the “Wild Goose Chase” complete with kazoo band pleases the audience.
Ballet en pointe is always an unexpected delight: Penny (Victoria
Spellman) is outstanding in voice and
dance as the swan that helps Ugly discover himself.
Additionally, Bullfrog, played by
Brian DeOliveira, rocks the house with
his Vaudevillian humor, precise timing
and spectacular suit.
Other special performers of note
include Sophia Mavroudas as Maureen,
Joann Tavares as Grace and Jason
Brubaker as Turkey.
This little piece named Honk that’s
ostensibly for kids makes big sense for
kids of all ages.

WESTFIELD DANCERS…The day after St. Patrick’s Day, Wardlaw-Hartridge
Lower School students were still celebrating with Irish dancers from Holy Trinity
Interparochial School in Westfield who entertained them at lunchtime. Second
grade teacher at the independent school in Edison, Bev Fantini, a second grade
teacher at the independent school in Edison, arranged for the fourth through
eighth grade girls to share their two forms of dancing with the students.

Westfield SSymphony
ymphony F
riends
Friends
Announce Annual H
ome Tour
Home
WESTFIELD — The Westfield Symphony Orchestra (WSO) Friends will
present the 21st annual Tour of “Notable”
Homes, an opportunity for the public to
tour five prestigious residences, on Saturday, May 14, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Among New Jersey’s most avidly followed home showcases, the tour will
wind its way through neighborhoods
of historic Westfield and environs. The
homes featured represent both timeless
traditional and modern state-of-the-

and curiosity among visitors,” said Lee
Corcoran and Lisel Perselay, Tour CoChairpersons. “The combination of
homes represented bring together the
best of old and new with refined tastes
and motivational décor which embody
the pleasures of hearth and home.”
There will be a host of activities along
the tour including an extravagant gift
basket raffle with luxury items from top
tier local merchants, cultural venues
and restaurants, a spring blooming plant
sale, live music, free
refreshments and
much more.
All proceeds collected from tour ticket
sales and activities will
benefit the WSO,
which also engages
educational outreach
programs that touch
the lives of thousands
of area students
through special concerts and master classes.
“Every year the
Friends of the
Westfield Symphony
WESTFIELD ELEGANCE...This home will be included in Orchestra run a specthe Westfield Symphony Orchestra Friends’ 2005 Annual tacular Home Tour
Tour of Notable Homes.
which is one of the
art architecture.
Symphony’s largest fundraisers,” said
One residence, located in Westfield’s Norman Luka, President of the WSO
historic Stoneleigh Park area, offers old Board of Trustees. “The Home Tour
and new architecture combined. The makes it possible for us to offer imporresidence features a floating spiral stair- tant education and outreach programs
case, which opens up the traditional while bringing the highest quality clascenter hall colonial, a state-of-the-art sical music to area audiences.”
home theatre and a kitchen with modTickets are $25 in advance and $30
ern amenities that leads into a sunken the day of the tour. The tour is selffamily room. Many interesting art pieces, guided with addresses for the featured
including paintings and pottery, are on homes printed on the tickets, and a Tour
display, some of which include works by of Notable Homes Map is also proAndy Warhol, Alexander Calder, Jamie vided. Tickets will be available for sale at
Wyeth, Joseph Vyorst, Michael Baxley a variety of Westfield-area businesses.
and Sandra O’Byrne.
For more information or a schedule of
“This year’s Tour of Notable Homes WSO events, please call (908) 232-9400
is sure to bring a level of excitement or visit www.westfieldsymphony.com.

Westfield SSummer
ummer Wor
kshop
orkshop
Commences R
egistration
Registration
WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Summer Workshop (WSW), a comprehensive fine and performing arts
program for students from pre-school
to grade 12, has begun registration for
its 2005 summer program.
Taught by degreed and/or certified
teachers, experienced performers and
professional artists and musicians,
WSW is offering over 80 classes in arts,
crafts, music, dance and drama, with
separate musical theater productions
for both junior and senior high school
students.

Fanwood Librar
Libraryy Will
Mar
kP
oetr
onth
Month
ark
Poetr
oetryy M
FANW
OOD – The Fanwood MeANWOOD
morial Library will note the 10th celebration of April as National Poetry
Month by hosting “Poetry Out Loud!”
on Tuesday, April 12, from 5:30 to
7:30 p.m. in the library’s Teen Section.
The program invites residents to
read an original poem, favorite poem
or listen to poems. All are welcome to
attend.
For more information, please call
Nancy Kipping at (908) 322-6400.

The WSW program will begin on
Wednesday, June 29, and will conclude
on Friday, July 29, with a special arts
festival scheduled for the evening of
July 28. Classes are held from 8:30 a.m.
to 12:30 p.m. daily at Roosevelt Intermediate School on Clark Street in
Westfield.
There are 30 individual offerings in
the arts and crafts department, with
new courses in architecture, exploring
art, and knitting/crocheting. Some returning courses in this department are
airbrush, graphic design, studio art,
basketry, carving, mosaics, needlework,
origami, and scrapbooking.
The WSW, now in its 34th season,
is open to all New Jersey residents.
Brochures will be mailed to households in Westfield, Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Mountainside, Cranford,
Clark and North Edison. Residents of
other towns may obtain a brochure by
calling (908) 518-1551 or by visiting
the main office at 150-152 East Broad
Street, Westfield.
Additional information on all the
New Jersey Workshop for the Arts programs
can
be
found
at
www.njworkshopforthearts.com.
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Dr. F
oster
es
Foster
oster’’s Book Scor
Scores
Hole in O
ne With R
eaders
One
Readers
from a nickname that Dr. Foster’s golfing buddy, Brian Whalen, gave him to
WESTFIELD — Former Westfield tease him about his marginal golfing
resident, Dr. Larry Foster, has taken his skills.
knowledge of orthopedic medicine and
“I thought the name ‘Dr. Divot’
his love of golf and distilled them to- worked well for the book because it was
gether in a book entitled, “Dr. Divot’s catchy and showed my readers right off
Guide to Golf Injuries: a Handbook the bat that I don’t take myself too
for Golf Injury Prevention and Treat- seriously,” he shared. “In the book I
ment.”
make no bones about the fact that I am
Dr. Foster, a self-proclaimed
a very average golfer.”
“golfing nut,” is a board-cerDr. Foster’s intertified orthopedic surgeon in
est in golfing injuries
practice with the Somers Orstems back to 1993
thopedic Surgery & Sports
during his final year
Medicine Group in Carmel,
of residency at the
N.Y.
Hospital for Joint
In his book, he notes that
Diseases in New York
80 percent of professional
City. At that time he
golfers and 60 percent of amagave a presentation
teurs are injured at the game
on the subject to his
at some point during their
fellow residents and
golf-playing days. The averthe attending physiage golf injury results in a loss
cians.
of five weeks of playYears later, as a sucing time.
cessful orthopedic
“I have gone to
surgeon Dr. Foster encountered
great lengths to write
numerous patients who had eia book that appeals to
ther been injured, or who had
all golfers — regardaggravated non-related injuries,
less of their skill level,
while playing golf. Realizing
age, or gender. It’s the
there wasn’t much written about
one golf book that algolf injuries, Dr. Foster tackled
most every golfer will
the subject himself.
need — sooner or
“I’m proud to be able to teach
later,” said Dr. Foster.
my fellow golfers about this
“Dr.
Divot’s
important but neglected topic,”
Guide to Golf Injusaid Dr. Foster, who was born
Dr. Larry Foster
ries” addresses,
and raised in Westfield, and
among other topics, the four ingredi- attended Westfield Public Schools.
ents comprising Dr. Foster’s recipe for
He and his wife, Patty, also a gradua golf injury: poor physical condition- ate of Westfield High School, and their
ing, excessive play or practice, inad- two children, Lawrence, 14 and Claire,
equate or improper warm-up, and poor 12, live in Brewster, N.Y. Dr. Foster’s
swing technique. He leaves much of parents, Larry and Ellen, still live in
the medical jargon back at the office town, and Dr. Foster and his wife reand speaks to his readers as though he turn several times a year to visit.
was right there on the golf course with
“They say you can’t mix business
them -in clear, plain and very under- with pleasure, but I have been fortustandable English.
nate to be able to combine my knowl“I have always felt that the best doc- edge of orthopedics with my love for
tors are teachers first and foremost,” golf,” said Dr. Foster. “I hope my readDr. Foster told The Westfield Leader ers laugh as they learn, and that the
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times. book serves as a handy reference for
“Yes, I do write about pretty complex many years.”
medical issues, but instead of using lots
“Dr. Divot’s Guide to Golf Injuries:
of Latin and Greek, I employ basic A Handbook for Gold Injury Prevenmedical concepts, illustrations, analo- tion and Treatment” can be ordered by
gies, and humor.”
calling (800) 247-6553 or by visiting
The “Dr. Divot” in the title comes www.doctordivotmd.com.
By MARYLOU MORANO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times
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By MARYLOU MORANO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Women’s History Month actually
began as Women’s History Week in
California in 1978. In 1987, the National Women’s History Project, a nonprofit educational organization devoted
to celebrating women’s accomplishments throughout history, urged Congress to expand Women’s
History Week to Women’s
History Month.
While its great to read
about influential women
during the month of
March, good books about
women and their accomplishments can be read all
year long. Here are a few to get you
started.
Tonya Bolden has edited a paperback book titled “33 Things Every Girl
Should Know About
Women’s History: From
Suffragettes to Skirt
Lengths to the E.R.A.”
(Crown Books, 2002).
Geared to young adults,
the book is a collection of
essays, poems, photos and
other historical documents written by American women over the centuries. Much of the collection of “herstory” included in this book is appropriate today. This is a
great place for a young
adult reader who wishes to learn more
about women’s history to start.
Women’s contributions to science
are chronicled in “American Women
Scientists: 23 Inspiring Biographies
1900-2000” by Moira Davison
Reynolds (Paperback-October 12,
2004). Although more timely books
have been published in the interim,
this book still gives a good overview of
the lives of women doctors, mathematicians and scientists of all disciplines.
It is published by McFarland & Company and targeted towards young adult
readers.

Children ages 4 to 8 will love “A is for
Abigail: An Almanac of Amazing
American Women” written by Second
Lady Lynne Cheney and illustrated by
Robin Preiss Glasser (Simon & Schuster
Children’s Publishing, September,
2003). “Herstory” and the lives of 26
significant women, some
well-known, others not so
well known, come alive in
this beautifully illustrated
book. This is one to keep
on your bookshelf and return to over and over again.
Another “alphabet
book” about women is
“Amelia to Zora: 26
Women Who Changed the
World” by Cynthia Chin-Lee
(Charlesbridge, 2005). Written for the
older elementary school age child, the
book contains brief synopses of the
lives of women who made a difference
in the world. Some of the
women described are not
American; this only compounds the impact of
women for the reader.
Enslow Publishing
Company in Berkeley
Heights recently published
“American Women Inventors” as part of their Collective Biographies series.
Written by Carole Ann
Camp, and targeted to ages
9 to 12, “American Women
Inventors” chronicles the
lives of ten American
women whose research or products
impacted American life.
The first woman to run for president, the first woman to hold a seat on
the stock exchange and the first woman
to own a newspaper were one and the
same: Victoria Woodhall. “A Woman
For President: The Story of Victoria
Woodhull,” written by Kathleen Krull,
and released last year from Holiday
House, tells of the life of this remarkable woman in a nonfiction picture
book. Targeted to ages 7 to 12, the
format only adds to the scholarly nature of this well-researched book.

Get Outta
The House
By CAROL F. DAVIS

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Watchung Arts Center’s current
ntersections, is collaboration
exhibit, Intersections
between two regional photographers,
James Ting and Tim Lee. Mr. Ting’s
geometric and sometimes abstract images and Mr. Lee’s powerful expressions
of human interactions will be displayed
in adjoining galleries through Wednesday, March 30. Gallery hours are 1 to 4
p.m., Tuesdays-Saturdays and until 7
p.m. on Thursdays. The center is located at 18 Stirling Road. For more
information, call (908) 753-0190 or
visit http://watchungarts.org.
*******
The Andr
rado B
Andreew D
Dee G
Grado
Bieniennial P
iano D
ebut Competition
Piano
Debut
semi-finals and finals will be held at
Kean University this June. If you are
a pianist, aged 23 or older, who
resides locally, this is your opportunity to enter. The two winners, one
piano soloist and one piano accompanist, will perform this fall in a
New York City debut concert at
Carnegie Hall. The entry deadline is
Monday, May 9. For further information, call (973) 467-1348. Information and forms are available at
www.andrewdegrado.org.
*******
TheWestfield Chapter of Hadassah’s
47th Annual Celebration of the Ar
ts
Arts
will take place on Sunday, April 3, from
3 to 5 p.m. This year’s special event will
feature high tea at the Shackamaxon
Country Club with a trios performance
by world-renowned pianist Sondra
TammamandNewYorkPhilharmonic
friends, violinist Matitiahu Braun, and
cellist Avron Coleman. The event will
benefit the Center For Emergency
Medicine at the Hadassah Medical Organization in Israel, which has just been
nominated for the 2005 Nobel Peace
Prize. For more information, please
contact Geralyn Lichtenstein at (908)
654-5855. Tickets are $50 for one
person or $75 for two.
*******
Baby boomers will be especially
interested in the book signing at The
Town Book Store of Westfield on
Saturday, March 26, from 11 a.m. to
o
etro
1 p.m. Author Timothy Behr’s Retr
Boomers
Boomers, addresses some of the common generational questions, like “Do
I want something different? Something better?” An inspirational guide
and road map, it just may provide the
guidance you seek in defining yourself
during the pre-retirement phase of
your life. For more information, please
call the store at (908) 233-3535.
*******
Also on March 26, hike with a
Trailside Park naturalist to investigate the variety of life found around
Lake Surprise. Listen for peepers,
look for wildflowers, and discover
the wonders of the wetlands, in the
Outdoor A
dv
entur
es H
eadwaters
Adv
dventur
entures
Headwaters
Hike. It will last for an hour, between 10 and 11 a.m., and is appropriate for kids and adults. Meet at
the Lake Surprise parking lot. For
more information, call (908) 7893670, extension no. 221.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SPEAKING HER MIND…Anita (Sarah Marable), the girlfriend of the slain Bernardo, has nothing but contempt for the
prejudiced Jets whom she feels are the murderers.
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By SUSAN M. DOUGHERTY

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCO
TCH PL
AINS — Through
SCOT
PLAINS
the years, Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School (SPFHS) has consistently presented blockbuster musicals and this
year’s production of Leonard Bernstein’s
West Side Story is no exception.
The heritage of these successes is the
legacy of longtime SPFHS Producer/
Music Director Laurie Wellman who
will retire at the end of the school year.
Ms. Wellman, along with Drama Director Tom Pedas, and instrumental
teacher and Pit Orchestra Director
Durand Thomas continue their high
quality of work with this classic show.
Add Choreographer Gisa DiIorio to that
dynamic production trio and curtain up!

English teachers have used West Side
Story for years as a companion piece in
teaching Shakespeare’s Romeo and
Juliet. Both share a similar theme of
star-crossed lovers whose families would
never want them to be together.
In the musical tragedy, violence, anger, prejudice and miscommunication
reign when a young boy and girl from
two opposing groups from the West
Side of New York City fall in love at
first sight and struggle to gain acceptance into each other’s worlds.
West Side Story’s core is dance. So
there had better be some spectacular
dancers for a school to produce it: trust
me, there are. From the opening ballet
with the gang members from the Jets
and Sharks, to the dance in “America”

Honk: Make R
oom
Room
For UC’
UC’ss Little Tale
By SUSAN M. DOUGHERTY

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

fragile adolescent egos on the line to
give a full out presentation of chickens,
ducks, geese and frogs and variety of
other two or four-legged friends
throughout the night. Their acting is
consistently excellent while they don
different personas as frogs or geese and
other pond creatures.
Under the masterful musical direc-

SCO
TCH PL
AINS – We have all
SCOT
PLAINS
been taught it’s not politically correct
to stare or make fun of people who look
different from what we personally feel
is the norm. So when family members
themselves name the newest baby of
the family “Ugly,” it makes us squirm.
The audience at
Union Catholic High
School’s (UCHS) spring
musical Honk didn’t
seem to know what to
expect on March 18
other than the show was
based on the familiar
Hans
Christian
Andersen tale, “The
Ugly Duckling.”
The folks at UCHS
who presented this
unique show did the
playwright Anthony
Drewe and lyricist
George Stiles proud
with their production.
A beautiful tableau is
set at the top of the show
with a backlit scrim silhouetting the actors.
The animals at the
water’s edge come to life
as they sing, “A Poultry
Tale,” which features
Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
wonderful individual UNCONDITIONAL LOVE…In “The Joy of Mothervoices as well as an out- hood,” Maureen (Sophia Mavroudas), right, tells Ida
(Katie McGhee) to brace herself for the brood she is
standing ensemble.
The talented, disci- hatching. When a giant egg opens to reveal the unique
plined ensemble offers duckling, everyone except his mother calls him “Ugly.”
crisp cut-offs and ention of Larry Rothweiler and drama
trances despite the fact that the orches- director Maryann Carolan, the show
tra is upstage, behind the scrim with no runs seamlessly through scene changes
conductor’s baton in sight.
and personality changes. Simple in
Kudos to these teens who put their nature, the children’s fairy tale is laced
with wry jabs at human foibles.
From the opening number, the audience can see the work that went into
every detail of the visually luscious costumes – from colorful plumed chapeaux
WESTFIELD – The Author in plained the creative process involved in of the birds to wacky florescent legs and
Residence Program at Jefferson Elemen- illustrating books, the steps by which high-topped sneakers for the ducklings.
Inventive choreography by Emily
tary School in Westfield introduced she observes the world around her to
Eger
makes us fall in love with the
illustrator Denise Brunkus to students create new characters and scenes, and
characters
playing ducklings, frogletts
on March 7.
the stages of sketching a character.
and
especially
the fish.
The illustrator of the “Junie B. Jones”
The illustrator explained how she
Mother
duck
Ida (Katie McGhee)
series, “The Principal’s New Clothes, draws in pencil first and adds color and
has
been
anticipating
the hatching of
Chocolatina,” and other children’s shadows to depict depth, mood and
her
brood
and
takes
advice
from one
books, Ms. Brunkus has illustrated over feeling.
and
all.
Katie’s
strong
voice
and
mature
64 books and her work has appeared
Ms. Brunkus’ said, “I am inspired to
stage
presence
are
reminiscent
of a
regularly in national magazines.
read and create everyday. I hope you
young
Debbie
Reynolds
whose
charms,
Ms. Brunkus told the students about read everyday, too. But, must of all, I
how her artistic ability developed from hope you let the things that make your sweet face, fancy footwork and lovely
voice have pleased audiences for years.
childhood to the present. She also ex- heart sing inspire you.”
The last of the chicks to be welcomed into the world looks different
from the rest and has an obnoxiously
loud “honk” that irritates his brothers
and sisters who tease him mercilessly.
Even dad, Drake, played uproariously
by character actor Vincent Napolitano,
gets his licks in concerning the size,
shape and look of his new offspring.
Mama Ida, it seems, is the sole defender of her ugly duckling from day one.
Maybe there is something to the
phrase, “He has a face that only a
mother could love.” Ida explains what
being special is all about in the song,
“Different.” It’s followed by the taunting, “Look at Him” by Ida, Ugly, Ducklings and the company. Superior individual solos build the song’s power.
Through a series of bizarre events,
Ugly strays from the safe environment
of the pond to meet new friends and
foes. From the latter group, Cat, played
INSPIRING ILLUSTRATOR…Illustrator Denise Brunkus sketches one of her
wonderfully over the top by Alex
characters for students in Jefferson Elementary School in Westfield during an
Continued on Page 19
assembly on March 7.

Jefferson School Welcomes
Illustrator D
enise B
Denise
Brr unkus

to the “Somewhere” ballet, the audience sees that these teens have rehearsed
long and hard to produce seemingly
effortless, precise execution of intricate
choreography.
It was rumored that cast members
worked in Dance 2000, a studio in
Scotch Plains, for six months prior to
opening night just to be ready. Whether
or not true, quality dancing is certainly
evident.
Jet gang leader Riff (Matt
Capodicasa) shines vocally with vibrant
sound and mellow tones in, “When
You’re a Jet.” His smooth dancing,
added to his acting ability in this number and in “Cool” make him the admired triple threat performer.
In “Something’s Coming” the lyric tenor
voice of Abraham Hiatt, as Tony, soars
with intensity. Vocally, he brings to that
song as well as “Maria” the right amount
of wonder, awe and anticipation.
The dance scene where a well-meaning adult wants to get the Jets and
Sharks to co-exist peacefully is masterful. As the two groups of boys and girls
tentatively move around the dance floor
in concentric circles, Anita, masterfully played by sophomore Sarah
Marable, is a whirling beauty in a red
and black form-fitting dress. Not only
does she dance commandingly, but she
can also belt out the satiric “America”
and deliver the heart-breaking song, “A
boy like that” in Act II.
Rosalia (Lauren Perrotta), who plays
her role with verve, passion and with a
beautifully consistent voice, joins Anita
in “America.” The singers/dancers in
that piece are especially terrific with
their biting, sarcastic musical words,
and full-out dancing.
On the Thursday night I attended the
show, the crowd actually cheered their
approval at the end of the number.
Helping to pull the show together
visually are great costumes by Cindy
Lahiff. The Sharks’ costumes, especially, from Bernardo’s purple sweater
and yellow shirt to Rosalie’s off the
shoulder black and white flounced dress
jump off the stage. Like young peacocks, the actors have the confidence
to strut, showing them to their fullest.
In the classic balcony scene, Maria
(Christine DeLuca) and Tony pledge
their love, a union that has been doomed
from the start. “Tonight” is their sweet,
hopeful expression of their anticipated
future together.
Set Designer Ellen Pease’s fine set
piece works well downstage of the chain
link fence and brick back wall. The set
revolves from Doc’s Drug Store to the
bridal shop that is laden with seamstress’
forms. The headless bodies and outfits
serve as delightful props for Maria and
Tony in, “One Hand, One Heart.”
Chino (Troy Morgan), Bernardo
(Brian Glassett) and Action (James
McNamara) deliver poignant, moving, dramatic moments throughout
the musical.
A fog machine sets up the perfect
atmosphere for the emotional, “Somewhere” ballet. In black and white attire,
the chorus members, with haunting
starkness, back up Stephen Carroll’s
rich baritone voice. Effective staging in
counterbalancing the movements of
the chorus and Maria and Tony make
a visually stunning scene.
The most fun in the show, of course,
is “Gee, Officer Krupkee” which tickles
the audience with clever lyrics hilariously brought to life by Action (James
McNamara) and the rest of the Jets.
Tony’s dramatic passion ignites in his
last scene when he thinks that Maria is
gone. In an ironic twist of events, he
becomes the casualty he thinks she is.
“We all killed him with our hate,” accuses
Maria who has grown from a virginal,
starry-eyed young girl to a broken-hearted
young woman by the show’s end.
At the finale with the full ensemble
singing, “Somewhere, there’s a place
for us” in rich harmony, the signing of
the song for deaf audience members is
especially poignant.
A curtain call without any music
makes the audience feel the impact of
Maria’s serious words.
Bravo to a talented cast as well as the
production team that presented this
lofty musical with a message.
And to Ms. Wellman: you will be
missed.
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