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Fred Rossi for The Times
HUNTING FOR EASTER EGGS…About 100 children, from toddler age to eight
years old, participated in an Easter egg hunt last Saturday in Alan Augustine Park
in Scotch Plains. The event was sponsored by the Scotch Plains Junior Women’s
League and the township’s Recreation Commission.

Zoning Board Okays Parking Lot,
Preliminary Site Plan for YMCA

preliminary site plan approval to the
first three phases of the YMCA’s fa-
cilities expansion plan.

Phase I of the YMCA’s plans, which
will start this summer, includes an
initial expansion of the lot and con-
struction of a mezzanine inside the
Martine Avenue facility’s wellness
center to allow for an increase in
available equipment.

Phases II and III will see further
parking expansion as well as the con-
struction of a new building to replace
the red schoolhouse near Martine
Avenue. The YMCA agreed to take
Phases IV and V — which involve
construction of an addition to the rear
existing building to house a gymna-
sium and gymnastics facility — off
the table, since funds are not avail-
able for a project that would not be
undertaken for several years.

Instead, YMCA Attorney Robert
Kraus asked that the board at least
give its approval to the parking vari-
ance and the Phase I plans at last
Wednesday’s hearing because “we
need to know we have a project.”

After a half-dozen residents spoke
out against the YMCA’s plans — cit-
ing concerns about increased traffic
on Martine Avenue, the size of the

BOE Will Present
Budget at Libraries
SCOTCH PLAINS – Members

of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education, who have
been presenting a series of bud-
get discussions throughout the
community during March, will
hold two special budget presen-
tations at the municipal libraries.

The board will review the 2005-
2006 school budget at Scotch
Plains Public Library on Tues-
day, March 29, at 9 a.m.

A second budget discussion
will be held on Friday, April 1, at
the Fanwood Memorial Library
at 10:15 a.m.

Scotch Plains Council Considering
6.3 Percent Hike in Property Taxes

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Town-
ship Council is finishing work on a 2005
municipal budget that currently calls for
a 6.3 percent increase in the township
portion of local property taxes. The bud-
get is scheduled to be introduced next
month, and it is possible that council
members will make further changes in
an effort to lessen the tax increase.

Without any changes, the township
tax rate will increase from $1.27 per
$100 of assessed valuation to $1.35
per $100. Last year’s rate hike of four
points was later reduced to three points

after the township received a $90,000
state homeland security grant that
was used to offset property tax in-
creases.

An eight-point increase this year
will result in an average tax increase
of $96 for the average assessed home
of $120,000. Combined with a likely
$132 average increase in the county
portion of property taxes and an in-
crease of between $250 and $300 in
education taxes, the average Scotch
Plains tax bill could rise by about
$500 this year.

At what was likely its final budget
meeting last Wednesday, the council
reviewed 2005 revenue projections
submitted by Township Manager
Thomas Atkins. Two months ago, Mr.
Atkins proposed a $20.5 million bud-
get that was 3.9 percent higher than
last year’s spending plan.

His blueprint calls for about 64 per-
cent of the budget to be financed by
local property taxes. He is also pro-
posing using $1.7 million of the
township’s $2.5 million cash surplus
to finance this year’s spending. Inter-
est income on township investments
began to increase in the second half of
2004 as interest rates increased; a year

ago, township officials anticipated
$105,000 in interest income but ended
up realizing more than $201,000.

With rates not expected to decrease
anytime soon, Mr. Atkins is anticipating
$200,000 in interest income this year.

Despite the troubled fiscal situation
in Trenton, state officials have told
township officials to expect the same
amount of state aid this year as last
year, which totaled $3.127 million, or
about 15 percent of township revenue.

Construction code fees in 2004 were
about 75 percent higher than originally
anticipated. Mr. Atkins is expecting
about $600,000 in fees this year due to,
among other things, the start of con-
struction of the Broadway age-restricted
housing development near the Scotch
Hills Country Club and the fact that
homeowners are continuing to reno-
vate or expand their homes.

According to Councilman Frank
Rossi, the governing body needs to
decide in the next few weeks “if this
is where we want to end up and, if not,
do we cut appropriations or increase
the use of the surplus?”

Councilwoman Nancy Malool ex-
pressed some dismay at the level of
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By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
township’s zoning board of adjust-
ment approved a parking lot variance
for the Fanwood-Scotch Plains
YMCA and gave preliminary site plan
approval for the initial phases of its
facilities expansion plans last
Wednesday, thus ending a series of
hearings that began last October. Plans
were nearly further delayed last week
when the board, amidst last minute
procedural, legal and internal wran-
gling, appeared ready to continue the
hearings, possibly into the summer.

After more than four hours of pub-
lic comments and board discussion
and debate, with the clock nearing
midnight on March 16, the board
voted 7-0 to approve a parking lot
variance that will allow the YMCA to
expand its lot from 135 to 267 spaces.
It would remain exempt from town-
ship rules mandating that a member-
ship organization provide one park-
ing space for every four adult mem-
bers, which in the YMCA’s case would

mean a parking lot with several
thousand spaces.

The board then voted
unanimously to give

proposed new buildings and the im-
pact on the neighborhood, the envi-
ronmental impact and possible drain-
age problems from an expanded park-
ing lot — and several YMCA offi-
cials and members spoke in favor —
saying there was a need for more
parking and for the YMCA to mod-
ernize its facilities and meet in-
creased demands from members —
the Zoning Board spent more than
two hours in extensive discussions
about the proposed parking lot ex-
pansion and whether the new lot was
adequate or, in the words of board
member Tim Livolsi, whether “we
have too much parking” and a smaller
lot should be approved, with addi-
tional space “banked” for use in the
future.

Board member Chris Abeel noted
that the YMCA expects the facilities
expansion to result in a 25 percent
increase in membership and that the
expanded lot will have double the
number of parking spaces.

When Mr. Livolsi again expressed
his feeling that a doubling of spaces
would be unnecessary
and pushed the idea
of banking future
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Brooks Crandall for The Times
NERVOUS NEIGHBORS…Construction is underway near Cooper Road Island
in Scotch Plains. Residents on Cooper Road received a notice that the town would
be fixing the bridge. The work is apparently unrelated to any activity surrounding
the development controversy of the island.

Quick Chek in Scotch Plains
Scene of Armed Robbery

Fanwood Council Introduces 7.2 Mil. Budget
Tax Levy to Increase $155,143 Over Last Yr.

By DAVID GIALANELLA
Specially Written for The Times

FANWOOD — The Fanwood Bor-
ough Council introduced the 2005
budget of $7,274,225 earlier this
month, an increase of $320,281 from
last year.

This year’s $4,033,942 tax levy
represents a 2.9 percent, or a $155,143
hike over last year’s $3,878,799 mu-
nicipal tax levy.

Mayor Colleen Mahr explained that
“several significant capital projects
are included” in the figures.

Councilwoman Donna Dolce
pointed out that last year there was an
11 percent increase at the outset of
council budget discussions that was
then decreased to around 2 percent,
and thus, Fanwood is in a better posi-
tion for this year’s budget.

Mayor Mahr added that the bor-
ough has a “healthy surplus” and has
experienced a $2.5 million, or 1 per-
cent increase in ratables.

Due to these factors and others, the
borough will not be applying for ex-
traordinary aid this year, officials have
said.

Salaries and wages represent
$3,271,239 of the total budget. The
borough has 83 employees.

A public hearing on the munici-
pal budget will be held on Tuesday,
April 12, at 7:30 p.m. in Borough
Hall.

In other business, the council has
appointed 222 South Avenue as a
downtown redevelopment company.
The resolution allows negotiations
with the company to begin regarding
costs and building plans.

Councilman Andrew Calamaras in-
formed them that the planning board
is encouraging those involved to in-
corporate green space in the redevel-
opment plans.

The council also extended a contract
with Francis Regan, an attorney who is
aiding with the legal aspect of redevel-
opment. The contract extension comes
at no additional cost to the borough.

Councilwoman Dolce informed the
council that the Shade Tree Commis-
sion would be planting 20 new trees
in the spring. Residents can contact
public works with suggested loca-

tions for plantings.
Councilman Joseph Higgins said

that the backstop at LaGrande Park’s
baseball field can be moved without
having to remove any trees. Its new
position will extend the left field foul
line from 220 to 265 feet.

The added distance will keep balls
from being hit out of the park.

“If not, we’re going to have to start
testing these guys for steroids,” he
joked.

The council appointed Robert
Sanchez as a Fanwood Police Officer
effective Friday, April 1.

The governing body has also allot-
ted monies for the fire department’s
Length of Service Awards Program
in the amount of $17,000.

 Benjamin B. Corbin  for The Times
CRIMINAL ACTIVITY...Police in Scotch Plains this week captured the second of  two  suspects wanted in an armed robbery
at Quick Chek on Westfield Avenue. According to police, the robbery, which occured last Thursday at 1:50 a.m. involved
two male suspects wearing ski masks.

SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch
Plains police this week arrested the
second suspect  wanted in an armed
robbery that  occurred on March 17 at
the Quick Chek Food Store at 1928
Westfield Avenue, Police Captain
Brian Mahoney told The Times.

The second suspect has been iden-
tified as Jermaine Goins, 33, of
Plainfield. He has been charged with
robbery and weapons  offenses, stated
Captain Mahoney.

Goins, who police determined was
acquainted with the other suspect,
Michael Sutton, 34, of Plainfield, was
arrested on March 18 in Plainfieldon
drug charges and turned over to Scotch
Plains police, Captain Mahoney said.
Goins’ bail was set at $500,000.

According to police, the robbery
occurred at 1:50 a.m. when two male
suspects wearing ski masks allegedly
entered the store and approached two
male employees behind the counter

in an office area.
One of the suspects reportedly bran-

dished a small caliber semi automatic
handgun and demanded money. As
the suspect entered the store’s office
he allegedly struck the store man-
ager, a 58-year old Fanwood man in
the head with the gun causing a lac-
eration, police said.

According to police, the manager
and the other employee, a 35-year old
Plainfield man, were forced to the
floor. The manager was then report-
edly taken to the counter area to gain
access to a drop safe, police said.

Police reported that both suspects
then fled the store on foot after remov-
ing cash along with several packages
and cartons of cigarettes heading east
toward Forest Road as the employees
notified police by calling 9-1-1.

The first responding officer, Police
Sgt. Dennis Murphy, traveling west
on Westfield Avenue, reportedly ob-

served a 1989 blue Chevy Celebrity oc-
cupied by two males turn abruptly from
Forest Road onto Westfield Avenue head-
ing west in front of him, police said.

At this point Sgt. Murphy activated
his emergency lights and siren and
the vehicle fled at a high rate of speed,
police said.

Scotch Plains police pursued the
suspect vehicle into Plainfield and
then North Plainfield on Farragut
Road, heading north. The vehicle
made a sharp left turn onto Jackson
Avenue, police said.

At this point the two male occu-
pants reportedly jumped from the
vehicle that was still moving in an
attempt to flee on foot.

Police said the driver of the ve-
hicle, identified as Sutton, reportedly
ran into the side of Sgt. Murphy’s
patrol vehicle as it came to a stop and
fell over the curb area and was imme-

Bond Ordinance Which
Will Fund Library’s

Upgrade Totals $825,000
By FRED ROSSI

Specially Written for The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Township Council on Tuesday
evening introduced an $825,000 bond
ordinance that will fund building
improvements at the Scotch Plains
Library.

Last month, Library Director Meg
Kolaya and Library Board of Trust-
ees Chairman Joseph Duff made a
presentation to the council about the
library’s planned building improve-
ments, which include the replace-
ment of the sheet metal roof that has
been leaking with increasing fre-
quency in recent years, the installa-
tion of thermal-paned windows and
new equipment to allow easier access
for handicapped individuals.

“It’s a substantial amount of
money,” said Councilwoman Nancy
Malool, “but they’re necessary im-
provements.”

Mayor Martin Marks said, “We
knew this would have to be done
eventually,” adding that by continu-
ing to put off the roof repairs, “we’re
risking damage to the very valuable
inventory we have there.”

The public hearing on the bond
ordinance will be held at the council’s
Tuesday, April 12, meeting.

The council also introduced an or-
dinance that will modify member-
ship requirements for the Township
Fire Department.

“We’re trying to attract more vol-
unteers,” said Councilwoman Malool,
who felt the ordinance will “allow
additional people to join.” The revi-
sions would permit people from ad-
joining towns who live within five
miles of one of the township’s two
firehouses to join and would also
allow those who work in Scotch Plains
but don’t live in town to become a
member of the fire department.

The public hearing will also be
held on April 12.

The council approved an ordinance
appropriating $25,000 from the state
Department of Transportation’s Safe
Streets to Schools program that will
be used for sidewalk and crosswalk
construction on the southern side of
Evelyn Street near McGinn Elemen-
tary School.

Earlier in the meeting, Richard
Kurtzman of Edgewood Terrace pre-
sented the council with a petition
signed by more than 100 residents
opposing an application currently
pending before the planning board.

Mr. Kurtzman said the proposed
development by Terranova Builders,
LLC of six large houses off Morse
Avenue between Westfield Road and
Ascot Road would not only have a
negative effect on township services,
but also present potential drainage


