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PIPING FOR PRESCHOOLERS...Members of the Union County Police and Fire
Pipes and Drums cruised up Ross Place in Westfield in their custom bus to
perform for preschoolers at Wesley Hall Nursery School.

Testimony on Age-Restricted
Housing Project Continues

By DAVID GIALNELLA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Planning Board held a special meet-
ing last Thursday to discuss details
of James Ward’s proposed age-re-
stricted housing complex at the old
Statistical Research site on Pros-
pect Street. Preliminary and final
site plans have been approved for
the project.

The four-story building would
consist of 35 luxury units, from
1,800 to 4,000 square feet in size.
The building would be age restricted
to people of middle age and older.

Representing the development

firm of Ward & O’Donnell were
Attorney Bruce Bergen of Krevsky,
Silber, Brown and Bergen, and ar-
chitect Domingo Diaz of Diaz Ar-
chitects.

The building’s exterior would
consist of standard brick and a shade
of stucco meant to evoke limestone.
A synthetic stucco coating would
be used to “allow elasticity.” The
windows would be aluminum, and
units with balconies would have
French doors and wrought iron
grates.

Inside the building would be a
first floor community room, two
courtyards, two elevators and a ven-

tilated garage at the lowest level
with entrance and exit on Prospect
Street.

The building will also include a
trash chute, though recyclables will
be collected from each floor by a
maintenance staff.

Inside the individual units will be
a master bedroom, an extra bed-
room and washer/dryer hookups.

Mr. Ward assured the board of the
units’ quality, saying they “will ri-
val anything you’ll see in Paris or
Manhattan’s Fifth Avenue.”

Board members questioned Mr.
Diaz about the entrance to the park-
ing facility, which would be en-
closed by a gate system. Because of
the narrowness and business of Pros-
pect Street, there is no room for
cuing while awaiting access, said
board member Robert Newell, who
served as chairman for the meeting.

Mr. Diaz and Mr. Ward explained
that a keypad would be used to trig-
ger the door, “like E-ZPass,” and
that the door would only take about
one second to open, and would be-
gin opening at a resident’s car’s
approach.

“By the time the vehicle gets
there, the door is up,” said Mr. Ward.

Attorney Joseph Murray, repre-
senting owners of 133 Prospect
Street, brought up some concerns
regarding guest parking, as none is
provided for in the parking level
blueprints. Mr. Ward said that he
would expect guests to use the adja-
cent parking lot or find street park-
ing.

Leslie Cascose of Newpointe Re-
alty, LLC which has filed suit against
the town and Ward & O’Donnell
challenging the legality of the
project based on the town’s zoning
codes, asked Mr. Diaz several ques-
tions about rooftop structures.

Mr. Diaz explained that there
would be two structures: an eleva-
tor bulkhead and a stairway bulk-
head, each seven feet in height. He
said that their size and orientation
are in accordance with building or-
dinances and will not be visible
from the ground except at signifi-
cant distances.

Many residents, it was speculated,
have other properties at the shore or
in warmer climates. Rogica Ursa of
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2005-2006 school year. Franklin El-
ementary School will be down two
sections in Dr. Foley’s projections,
while Jefferson, McKinley, Tamaques,
and Washington Elementary Schools
will all be down one section.

Wilson Elementary School will
continue to have five sections of 20
students each.

The total projected number of first
graders for the 2005-2006 school year is
394, down from 483 in the current year.

Dr. Foley said that there would be
“no major changes” in second grade
enrollment, and the district will need
only to add a section at Franklin and
go down one section at McKinley.

The third number of third graders
will remain largely the same as well.

Franklin Elementary School will go
down to four sections from this year’s
six. The fourth grade will see an addi-
tional section at Wilson Elementary
School, and an additional section of
fifth grade will be added at Franklin.

In total, the number of sections
being taught in Westfield elementary
schools will be down by four, if Dr.
Foley’s projections remain accurate
between now and the time school
begins in September.

Board member Beth Cassie noted
that these numbers “are not a static
piece of information.”

Dr. Foley also took time to tell the
board that birth rates in Westfield are
“still fairly high,” and that the district’s
increasing enrollment will remain an
issue until “at least 2009.”

The board also approved the 2005-
2006 school calendar for first reading
on Tuesday, setting it up for final
approval at a meeting in early April.
The school year would start Septem-
ber 7 and end June 22, with high
school graduation taking place that
evening. The Holiday/New Year break

HEARING CONTINUES...Planning Board hearings continued this week on the
proposed age-restricted housing project by Ward & O’Donnell Development on
Prospect Street, the former site of Statistical Research. Please see Page 4 for editorial.

Photo Courtesy of James Ward
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By ED COONEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – At last week’s
meeting of the Westfield Board of
Education, Superintendent of Schools
Dr. William Foley offered an update
on projected class sizes at the district’s
six elementary schools for the 2005-
2006 school year.

The biggest projected change will
come at the kindergarten level, where
four more sections will need to be
added district-wide to accommodate
the increasing number of families
moving to Westfield.

Board member Arlene Gardner told
the board she feels that “the good repu-
tation of the school system continues to
attract new families” to Westfield.

McKinley Elementary School will
have one new section of kindergarten,
as will Tamaques Elementary School.
Washington Elementary School will
have two new sections, while the other
three elementary schools will have the
same number as this year.

The projected number of kinder-
garten students overall is up to 371, a
sizeable increase over this year’s to-
tal number of 280 students.

Dr. Foley has ensured board mem-
bers that despite the increase, “class
sizes are well within policy.”

The district’s class size policy dic-
tates that all elementary classes should
have between 18 and 25 students, and
that the lower grades should have the
lowest numbers of students.

Offsetting the large increase in kin-
dergarten students is a
decrease in the pro-
jected size of the
first grade in the

DWC Economic Development Panel Reports
On Condition Of South Ave. Business District

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The majority of
the Monday night meeting of the
Downtown Westfield Corporation
(DWC) focused on a presentation
made by Tom Rich, Chairman of the
Economic Development Committee.

He presented a report regarding the
South Avenue situation, discussing
opportunities and offering recommen-
dations to improve the success of
businesses located on the South Av-
enue corridor, which are included in
the downtown special improvement
district (SID).

“We have been spending a lot of
time thinking and talking about South
Avenue,” Mr. Rich said, referring to
the Economic Development Commit-
tee. “South Avenue represents a siz-
able opportunity.”

According to Mr. Rich, South Av-
enue merchants feel they do not get
the same share of attention that stores
on the northside of town receive.

“Ten years ago, downtown Westfield
didn’t look so great,” Mr. Rich said.
“South Avenue still looks like that.”

He described the situation on South
Avenue as having a high tenant turn-
over and a “perception of unequal
resource allocation.” He claimed the
general malaise to be lighting, trash,
crime and deteriorating buildings,
adding that sidewalks on South Av-
enue are in “poor repair” and that
businesses are poorly kept.

The committee also determined the
area to be “pedestrian unfriendly”
and claimed it was “generally unat-
tractive.”

“This is one guy talking rather than
an official position, but it just doesn’t
look that good,” Mr. Rich commented.

He also included the merchant/
landlord relationship, which he called

apathetic, and the lack of flow be-
tween shoppers from North to South
Avenue as another part of the South
Avenue situation.

Mr. Rich stated that there are some
highly successful businesses on South
Avenue,  and went on to explain some
of the fundamental differences be-
tween the north and south side.

The current stage of economic de-
velopment was noted as a key differ-
ence. It was determined that most
traffic on the south side is vehicular
rather than foot. Most businesses were
also considered destination rather than
impulse businesses with a different
potential customer base.

Parking capacity was also listed as

a key issue for the southside business
district.

At the conclusion of his presenta-
tion, Mr. Rich offered his recommen-
dations for improving this area of the
SID.

“(We) understand that South Av-
enue is fundamentally different from
the north side of the SID. It must
establish its own identity and engage
in promotional activities designed to
appeal to its unique consumer base,”
Mr. Rich’s report read.

Short-term actions also suggested
were: increased police patrols; im-
proved snow removal; improved
planting and vegetation; signage that
is vehicular friendly, and banners hung

across the street that could highlight
events, as well as businesses. Allo-
cating spaces in the commuter lot for
metered spots and allowing employ-
ees and proprietors to apply for park-
ing permits also were suggested.

Long-term recommendations in-
cluded establishing a unique identity
for South Avenue. Upgrading side-
walks and facades was also suggested,
as was partnering with the local gar-
dening club to spruce up the area with
planters. Planting a row of bushes
curbside along the southside train
station lot to improve it aesthetically
was also recommended.

“I think we need to recruit a desti-

Speeding Among
Concerns Cited

At Traffic Meeting
By DAVID GIALANELLA

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — “We really
have to be in the habit of driving
slower in Westfield,” said Town
Council Public Safety, Transpor-
tation & Parking Committee
Chairman Mark Ciarrocca Mon-
day night, at the first of two com-
munity outreach meetings. The
meetings are being sponsored by
the committee as well as the Citi-
zens Traffic Advisory Commit-
tee.

The open public meetings are
aimed at eight traffic and safety
hotspots throughout Westfield.
Monday’s meeting was split into
three 45-minute segments, the first
focusing on Woodland Avenue,
the second on the McKinley
School area, and the third on the
Central Avenue and Clover Street
intersection/Ayliffe Avenue.

Traffic Engineer Gordon Meth
of Keller & Kirkpatrick conducted
the forum.

He identified Woodland Avenue
as a “cut-through route” between
Mountain Avenue and East Broad
Street that sees as many as 500 to
600 cars per hour during peak
hours.

Residents of the area said that
drivers travel at excessive speeds,
and that traffic volumes are too
great. They cited the intersection
of Kimball Avenue and Wood-
land as especially hazardous.

Rich Kender of Kimball Av-
enue told the committee that sta-
tistically, Woodland Avenue
pushes more vehicles than does
Lawrence Avenue. He also said
that because of a lack of stop
signs and lights between East
Broad and Mountain Avenue, driv-
ers are able to “build up a good
head of steam” while traversing
Woodland.

“That street needs sidewalks
for safety,” said Woodland Av-
enue resident Paula Adams, say-
ing children are particularly at-
risk of being struck by a vehicle.

Some residents would prefer to
keep attractive hedges and lawns
by avoiding curbs and sidewalks.
Resident Mercedes Fol-Okamoto
highlighted the importance of
“keeping the town residential” and
avoiding a “very ugly urban look.”

Mr. Meth named speed bumps
and better signage as two possible
cures for speeding. He mentioned
turn prohibitions and one-way
streets as possible volume reduc-
ers, but said that such measures
“can make it very inconvenient to
live there.”

Councilman Ciarrocca inter-
jected, saying that the speed moni-
tor Westfield has used has been
beneficial, and that two more are
being purchased. “The data has
been really good,” he said.

Residents of the McKinley
School area — which includes
West Broad Street, Osborn Av-
enue, First Street and Pierson
Street — said that roads are liter-
ally blocked by double-parked
cars during school drop-off and
pickup.

“I’m concerned for the safety
of the children — concerned with
traffic and keeping everybody
safe,” said McKinley Elementary
School Principal Claudia
Andreski, who was in attendance.
She also mentioned that there is
trouble with bus circulation due

Mountainside BOE Revises Budget;
Introduces New CSA Dr. O’Malley

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – Mountainside
Board of Education President Peter
Goggi announced Tuesday night that
Dr. Carmen Centuolo of the Union
County Department of Education did
not approve the district’s 2005-2006
school budget.

Instead, he made suggestions to the
school board regarding the distribu-
tion of the dissolution fund. Mr. Goggi
noted that the adjustments were made

and a preliminary budget was set forth
for approval. A final version will be
presented at a special school board
meeting on Thursday, March 31, at 6
p.m. The sole purpose of the meeting
will be to present the budget.

“You will hear some motions that
will bring the budget closer to the
suggestions,” Mr. Goggi said, refer-
ring to the meeting.

“There will be changes to the capi-
tal outlay. The changes are being made
because of input from the county,”
Finance Chairman Ray Haggar noted.

Specifics of the budget include the
Enrollment Spending Growth Limi-
tation Adjustment (SGLA), which was
approved in the amount of $219,464.
The Capital Outlay SGLA was ap-
proved in the amount of $491,526,
with the total SGLA applied to the
budget being $710,990.

The Capital Reserve for the budget
was approved in the amount of $651,471
earmarked for the future funding of 12
rooftop HVAC units at Deerfield School
and the renovation and expansion of
Deerfield’s Media Center.

The revised 2005-2006 preliminary
School Operating Budget, in the amount
of $11,917,479 with the addition of the
SGLA and the Capital Reserve, brings

the total budget to
$13,279,940, with a lo-
cal tax levy in the amount
of $9,704,615. The pre-

liminary budget will be resubmitted
to the Union County Superintendent
of Schools for approval.

“The tax levy translates to an esti-
mated decrease of $81 per household
over last year,” Mr. Haggar said.

Mr. Goggi introduced Dr. Richard
O’Malley as the board’s choice to fill the
position of Chief School Administrator
(CSA) effective yesterday, March 23.

Walter Rusak has been the Interim
CSA since July 1, 2004, after the res-
ignation of Dr. Gerard Schaller in June.

“Dr. Richard O’Malley is an inno-
vative administrator and consensus
builder, very inclusive with staff, par-
ents and the community, who will be
charged with taking the district to the
next level,” Mr. Goggi said.

Acording to Mr. Goggi, Dr.
O’Malley’s contract is quite different
from previous CSA contracts.

He highlighted three major differ-
ences: The contract is for a four-year
term; it is a detailed contract clearly
articulating expectations for both par-
ties, and it will include performance
based incentives that allow the dis-
trict to design, implement and reward
the achievement of stretching goals
and targets that will drive the district
to the next level.

“I am honored and excited to be
setting out as the new CSA in the
Mountainside School District. I am

Report on Parking Improvements
Expected Within Next Few Weeks

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Public Safety,
Transportation and Parking Commit-
tee Chairman Mark Ciarrocca said
Tuesday night that the committee
expects to report on proposed down-
town parking improvements within
the next three weeks.

The improvements are aimed at
adding parking capacity following
the defeat of a referendum on a park-
ing garage last November by voters.

John Morgan, Director of Parking
Services, will be making a detailed
presentation to the committee Tues-
day night on the methods the council
can move forward on to increase ca-
pacity as well as improve the effi-
ciency of the parking system.

Councilman Ciarrocca said projects

such as the reconfiguration of mu-
nicipal lots at Elm and Prospect
Streets, the addition of new pay sta-
tions and improved signage are just a
few of the topics Mr. Morgan will
discuss. Plans have also been pro-
posed for the North Avenue train sta-
tion lot, which would be reconfigured
to move the entrance so that it lines up
with the traffic signal at Elm Street.

Fourth Ward Councilman Larry
Goldman had questioned Mr.
Ciarrocca after learning of Tuesday’s
agenda when the council is set to
introduce ordinances to approve this
year’s capital budget, none of which
address parking improvements.

“When are we going to be ready to
step up to the plate and say we are
doing something (on parking)?” ques-
tioned Mr. Goldman.

Town Administrator Jim Gildea
said the committee would have infor-
mation to report on parking improve-
ments including the amount of money
the town has put aside for such im-
provements.

The council is set to introduce three
ordinances Tuesday night on this
year’s $3 million capital budget.


