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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — A novel written at
age 15 and stored in the attic of a
Westfield home for over 30 years is
now one of spy-thriller author Fritz
Galt’s latest published books.

“The Adventures of Buttons
Burnside: A Novel of the Sea” is a story
of adventure that takes place in 1713.
From the high seas of the Atlantic
Ocean, to England to Africa and be-
yond, the book is packed with mystery,
discovery, war, and yes, even a little
romance.

The book sat in the attic of his
parents, Stewart and Lillian Galt’s home

until the author
asked it to be sent
to him in Shang-
hai, where he
currently resides.

“The Adven-
tures of Buttons
Burnside” is told
from the point of
view of the pro-
tagonist, young

Rab Burnside,
whose older
brother, Jess,
and their grand-
father, Buttons,
are pitted
against Mr.
Smallbeer, an
evil pirate. As
they chase him
around the
globe, Rab’s
journey comes
to be more than
just a high-spir-
ited adventure; it is a journey of self-
discovery as well.

“I asked my father to send it because
I was becoming interested in what
prompts someone to pick up stakes
and move abroad. The impulses of the
main character in the novel are as real
now as they were when I wrote the
book,” Mr. Galt told The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times.

“The rest of the world is too tantaliz-
ing not to explore, and the more you
learn, the less you know,” he added.

Mr. Galt, whose wife is a career
diplomat in the State Department, has
seen much of the world. He has lived in
Cuba, Switzerland, Yugoslavia, Taiwan,
India and China.

The author of the acclaimed Mick
Pierce spy thriller series, Mr. Galt uses
his overseas perspective liberally in his
books.

This month, he will release another
thriller, “China Gate.” Having lived in
China for the past five years, he’s incor-
porated the scenic areas into a fast-
moving plot.

“The story revolves around a Wash-
ington scandal and its national security
implications. As always, there are plenty
of secret agents, good looking women,
and people’s lives on the line.”

This book might be a little different
from his previous books as Mr. Galt
explained, “One of the heroes of the
story is a butcher from Westfield who
ends up President of an island nation in
the South Pacific.”

“I’ve been thrilled by the response of
readers in the Westfield area,” he con-
tinued, “and I try to write stories that
have a direct impact on your lives, even
though many scenes are set in far-flung
parts of the world.”

Another recent book, “The Trap”
deals with how the American govern-
ment responds to news of a security
risk that stems from abroad.

“With good assets in place, we can
identify plots before they come to frui-
tion, but is our national security appara-
tus up to the task of finding and stop-
ping them?” This is one of the questions
Mr. Galt addresses in “The Trap.”
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — Christopher
Velderman, a senior at
Westfield High School
(WHS), was selected to
play trumpet in the 2005
All-Eastern Honors Jazz
Ensemble.

As a member of the en-
semble, Christopher per-
formed at the National
Association for Music
Education Eastern Divi-
sion Conference at the
Baltimore Convention
Center in Baltimore, Md.
on March 5.

Nearly 700 students performed at
the conference in jazz, band, chorus
and orchestra ensembles.

Selection to the All-Eastern Jazz En-
semble is highly competitive with 18 of
the most talented high school musicians
in the eastern United States being invited
to participate. The pupils represent New
York, Connecticut, Washington D.C.,
Delaware, Massachusetts, Maryland,
New Hampshire, Rhode Island, Penn-
sylvania, Vermont, and New Jersey.

Christopher was chosen based on
audition scores for participation in the
New Jersey All-State Jazz Ensemble,
his musical resume, and the recom-
mendation of the New Jersey Associa-
tion of Jazz Educators.

Christopher, who plays both trum-

pet and French horn, began studying
with Dr. Theodore
Schlosberg of the New Jer-
sey Workshop for the Arts.
Presently, recording artist
Chris Jaudes is instructing
him in classical and jazz
trumpet.

Christopher has been a
member of the New Jersey
Region II and the New Jer-
sey All-State Jazz En-
sembles since 2002. He
played French horn in the
2001 New Jersey Region II
Orchestra. He has also per-

formed as principal French horn of the
Greater Newark Youth Orchestra,
which is affiliated with the New Jersey
Symphony Orchestra.

As the winner of the orchestra’s 2003
Concerto Competition, he performed
the Haydn Trumpet Concerto in E-
flat.

He is a member of the WHS Wind
Ensemble conducted by Raymond
Wojcik and the WHS Jazz Band, under
the direction of Daniel Zugal.

Christopher will attend Lafayette
College in Easton, Pa. in the fall, where
he plans to major in psychology and
minor in music. He hopes to continue
to pursue his interest in jazz perfor-
mance as a member of the Lafayette
Jazz Ensemble.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – After 14 long
months developing and designing
the sounds for the animated feature
film, Robots, Westfield resident Sean
Garnhart admits he is ready for a
little rest and relaxation.

A resident since 2000, Mr.
Garnhart told The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times that Robots takes place in a
world audiences have never seen be-
fore – Robot City – which he
breathed life into with his sound
design and editing.

Released in theaters last Friday,
the movie stars Robin Williams,
Ewan McGregor and Halle Berry.

“All of the sound anyone hears in
a movie has been added afterward,”
he explained, adding that he is re-
sponsible for creating sound “for ev-
erything you see, and don’t see, in a
film.”

Mr. Garnhart might have to add
anything from the sound of dino-
saurs stomping on trees to chirping
crickets to a movie, but for Robots,
banging his Christmas tree stand on
the floor became the footsteps for the
character of Fender. He shook a soup
can full of spoons to give the
Wonderbot his rattle, and rolled a
remote controlled car to crank up the
character, Crank’s motor.

When explaining the storyline and
his sound responsibilities, he said,
“Robots is about a guy who is going
to Robot City, which can be com-
pared to New York City. There are
air-trains and the city is playful like a
carnival or pinball machine. There’s
also an amazing sequence that kind
of parallels a kid’s first subway ride.”

“The possibilities for sound design
were limitless except for my own
imagination and what the director
felt he wanted, and he gave me a lot
of leeway,” added Mr. Garnhart.

“Basically, I have to create a world
phonically,” he noted, while point-
ing out that background sounds
might involve noises emanating from
birds or wind, while foreground noise
comes from “things you see as an
actor is interacting with his environ-
ment … such as footsteps or squeaks
of movement.”

Mr. Garnhart’s career as a sound
designer began when he answered an
advertisement for a receptionist
placed by an audio post-production
company.

Before he responded to that help
wanted ad, he had a Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree in Communications and
a minor in Music from Ithaca Col-
lege under his belt. He had moved
from Park Slope, N.Y. to Los Angeles
for seven years to pursue his music
career, but described the industry’s
climate as “too political” at the time
to make any real headway.

“I thought it (the post-production
job) might be a way to get my music
in the back door,” he told The Leader/
Times. What emerged, however, was
a successful repertoire of sound de-
signing for films like There’s Some-
thing About Mary, Sleepy Hollow,
Men in Black 2, and Fox’s animated
feature, Ice Age.

Mr. Garnhart garnered two Golden
Reel Awards – which are bestowed to
sound editors – for his work on the
television series, “Tales from the
Crypt,” one for the television series

“Spawn,” and was nominated for
another for his work on Ice Age.

He has met a handful of actors
like Kevin Costner and Chevy
Chase, but his work does not al-
ways put him in direct contact
with celebrities.

As a 14-month project, Robots
exceeded Mr. Garnhart’s average
workload on a movie, which nor-
mally lasts three to four months.
Still, the rewards are endless.

“It’s amazing being a part of a
Hollywood production,” he said. I
will never forget my first screen
credit. It was 1994 when I did
Blank Check. Sometimes, I can-
not believe that they pay me to do
what I do.”

“I appreciate every single morn-
ing,” he concluded.

While nothing is written in
stone, he has his fingers crossed
that he will be called up again to
do the sound design for Ice Age 2.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — When Westfield
native Mindy Lighthipe’s ancestors
came to this country from Germany in
the 1760s, who could have predicted
that she would follow in the family
patriarch’s footsteps? As fate would have
it he was a hand-weaver, a skill he seems
to have passed his creative genes onto
Ms. Lighthipe.

As a young girl in summer camp, she
was always drawn to nature. For her
formal training, she began her journey
into the world of the arts at Kean
University, where, under the
mentorship of Sheila Fox, she began
her studies of fiber arts in the 1970s.
She became immersed
in the entire process of
hand-weaving, from
the dying and spinning
of her own yarns to
the creation of the fi-
nal products.

Ms. Lighthipe re-
called how this pro-
cess “lit me on fire,”
inspiring her to be-
come a graduate assis-
tant at the school,
where she earned her
master’s degree in art
education.

She spent the next
decade or so as a pro-
fessional weaver, cre-
ating clothing out of
her own bolts of wo-
ven fabric and travel-
ing the craft circuit to
sell her goods.

But then a trip to
Costa Rica in 1989
changed her life. It was
there, while drawing at a bird sanctu-
ary, that she became interested in a
“finer realism” and began to focus her
talents on the environment.

At 30, Ms. Lighthipe returned to
school to learn the technical skills in-

volved in creating the art to which she
now found herself drawn. She studied
at the New York Botanical Gardens,
where she became certified in botani-
cal illustration.

In 1994, she began teaching courses
at the Gardens, where she is teaching
watercolor, pen and ink, and other
classes to more
than 1,000
students. She
also designed
and developed
a 250-hour
course leading
to the facility’s
Certificate for
Natural Sci-

ence, which focuses on
animals in their envi-
ronment.

Four years ago, Ms.
Lighthipe knew that
she wanted to find a
piece of land on which
she could live, have a
studio, and feel in-
spired. Her entire fam-
ily became involved in
this undertaking, as she
embarked on a mission
to design her own ha-
ven. It all started with
the simple purchase of
a how-to book at her
local home goods store,
and a husband who is
her No. 1 fan.

In July 2004, her
dream finally came true
when she opened Stu-

dio 16 in Warren.
“I wanted to pursue my own vision.

This gave me that freedom,” she told
The Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times.

Studio 16 focuses on the environ-

ment and it’s relationship with the
creative process. For example, her stu-
dents won’t simply learn to paint a
butterfly – they will learn to paint a
butterfly along with its host plant. Ev-
erything is about relationships and
interconnectedness, and her land is a
great source of inspiration for her art.

For the past seven years,
Ms. Lighthipe has been lead-
ing tours to Costa Rica, where
she and her business partner,
Nancy Richmond, teach art-
ists how to record informa-
tion using digital photogra-
phy, enabling them to return
home with images of the
rainforest ready to become
works of art. While there, her
students visit places like a ma-
caw rehabilitation facility and
a sloth center. She has also led

other trips for artists, including one to
the Midwest where they learn to use
digital images to paint wildflowers.

For Ms. Lighthipe, “art is spiritual,
and has a lot to do with feeling.”

When her father was diagnosed with
cancer, and lost his battle after only three
weeks, she realized just how much he
“taught me about life through his death.”
From his portrait, which she painted on
the day of his memorial service, to the koi
pond that she dug on her property to
remind her of dragonflies which she read
about in a book on about death and
dying, Ms. Lighthipe felt the connection
between creativity and healing, and went
on to use this as a topic for a lecture in her
bereavement group.

A natural fit, the Reeves-Reed Arbo-
retum in Summit has been host to two
shows by this naturalist. Both of the
exhibitions, held in 2004, were one-
woman shows. This April, she will
participate in a group show with her
students at Reeves-Reed.

Ms. Lighthipe, along with two of her
teachers, also created an original mu-
ral, which they donated to Reeves’
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — The title might
suggest otherwise, but the Westfield
High School’s (WHS) musical, Plain
and Fancy is really neither one. In fact,
in its own quiet way, this show is a
pretty spectacular production headed
by WHS’s drama teacher Joe Nierle
and music teacher Bill Mathews.

This lesser-known Broadway show
proves the perfect vehicle for showcas-
ing talented performers in the school’s
50th anniversary production.

The story starts out in 1955 when
two sophisticated New Yorkers – Ruth
Winters (Emily Greenberg) and Dan
King (Chris Hild) – stop to ask direc-
tions to the Amish countryside, spe-
cifically Bird-in-Hand, Pa. Set designer/
Scenic Artist Roy Chambers’ three gi-
gantic triangular stage blocks fit to-
gether as a backdrop to make a profes-
sional looking road map.

With Emily’s first few bars of the
opening number,

“You Can’t Miss
It,” the audience

knows it is in
for a treat.

Her characterization – an amalgam of
Bette Midler, Patti LaPone and Ethel
Merman – is right on the money with
her dark glasses, 50s outfit and hard-
ened New York sarcasm in voice and
gesture. Later, when she sings, “It’s a
Helluva Way to Run a Love Affair,” she
brings the house down.

Ruth’s longtime boyfriend, Dan, has
inherited property in Amish country
and has agreed to sell the
land to Papa Yoder
(Daniel Foltz-Morrison)
as a wedding present for
his daughter Katie. The
clash of city life and coun-
try life of “Plain Folks”
provides fodder for the
show’s comedy.

Allison Siko, whose
voice is as lovely as her
face, plays Katie Yoder
who finds herself be-
trothed to someone she
doesn’t love. Poignantly,
she sings, “It Wonders
Me” while sitting with
her father in a terrific
stereotypic buggy.

Amish men tease Ezra
Reber (Steve Markowski)
for marrying Katie. His
retort of, “Why Not
Katie?” indicates he is
merely succumbing to an
arranged marriage. Good
acting and Steve’s pleas-
ant and rich voice bring just the right
amount of ennui and sarcasm to the
role.

The song, “Young and Foolish”
wends its way through the musical like
a lazy stream in Lancaster County.
Some of the most beautiful notes of the
show are sung by Nick Williams as his
voice soars with the “laughing in the
rain” lyric.

Another vocal highlight is the block-
buster number, “Plenty of Pennsylva-
nia” which features Stephanie
Christiano as Emma Miller. Stephanie’s
strong, warm voice and mature stage
presence set the scene of pride for Penn-
sylvania. The ensemble’s fine singing
and movement entertain and Suzanne
Toriello’s adorable vegetable medley
concluding with  “zpinach, zauerkraut
and zucchini” brings smiles.

Hilda Miller, (Chloe Zeitounian) a
feisty Amish old maid at 22, has spurned
all of the young bachelors in the area,
but falls hard for the handsome New
York stranger Dan. Mistakenly, Hilda
takes Dan’s simple compliments as in-
dication that he loves her and wants to
marry her. Chloe handles the waltz
tempo easily in the melodious “This is
All Very New to Me.”

Meanwhile, Ezra’s brother, Peter
Reber (Nick Williams) is in town for
the wedding despite the fact that he
feels that Katie is his first and true love.

Even though he has been ostracized for
fighting, Peter and Katie vow to stop
the wedding and find a way to be
together. In true soap opera fashion,
brothers Peter and Ezra get into a
fistfight causing Peter to be “shunned”
for being evil.

The veracity of “Plain We Live” stirs
the soul with stellar vocal quality and
excellent minimalist staging. “Look
around you in your world,” Papa Yoder
tells Dan. “We don’t have your books
and learning, but cheat we don’t and
wars we don’t arrange.” This is a believ-
able scene with good timing and solid
performances all around. The acappella
portion at the end of the scene is actu-
ally thrilling.

In the distance, the barn on Dan’s
property is struck by lightning and
burned to the ground. Act I ends on an
ominous note with a spectacular
shadow effect on the scrim as the men
try to douse the flames with buckets of
water.

An old-fashioned barn-raising gets
Act II off to a rousing start. The frame
of a gigantic barn is assembled in break-
neck speed and not without a little
breath holding from the audience. The

capable ensemble, athletic and ener-

getic, propels the action with enthusi-
astic choreography by Meghan Rodd.

Sight gags in “City Mouse and Coun-
try Mouse” stack like recycled newspa-
pers as the women run Ruth ragged.
Emily, like a seasoned athlete, is up for
the Olympic challenge it provides.
Stepnaie’s Emma rendition of this song
is one of the best in the show.

In “I’ll Show Him,” Chloe displays
comic flair as she takes off her Amish

garb to don a red outfit of Ruth’s com-
plete with black brassiere which she
wears on the outside of the dress,
hooked backwards.

The carnival scene where both Hilda
and a tipsy Ezra go “to sin” offers
temptations galore with whirlwind
dancing and riotous behavior. Too
much “vegetable juice” is the catalyst in
causing a number of unresolved rela-
tionships to take a turn for the better by
the story’s end.

The song, “Take Your Time and
Take Your Pick” at the finale is ador-
ably corny with its “All’s well that ends
well” philosophy.

All does end well when we recognize
the wealth of talent in Westfield’s youth
displayed through this production.
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AREA AREA AREA AREA AREA – Local students from the
Calderone School of Music have re-
ceived the following honors to perform
with their school music programs.

Marilyn Kowalski of Westfield per-
formed “Up On The Housetop” on
piano. Stephanie Zavodny of
Mountainside played “To a Wild Rose”
solo on piano in Our Lady of Lourdes
Christmas Concert.

The Calderone School of Music is a
New Jersey state registered professional
school. The school offers Kindermusik
from birth to age 7, private music
lessons on all instruments, as well as a
college preparatory division and pro-
fessional development division.

For more information, please call
Professor Katherine alderone at (973)
428-0405 in East Hanover or Profes-
sor Anna Hernandez at (973) 467-
4688 at the Springfield school.
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