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Get Outta
The House

By CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

On Sunday, March 20, from 11
a.m. to 3 p.m., take the entire
family to the annual celebration,
the PPPPPurim Carnivurim Carnivurim Carnivurim Carnivurim Carnival & Pal & Pal & Pal & Pal & Paradearadearadearadearade at
the Jewish Community Center
(JCC) on Martine Avenue in
Scotch Plains. Enjoy music, play
interactive games complete with
prize tickets, watch the costume
parade, climb the inflatable rock
wall, participate in a variety of craft
activities, and snack on carnival
treats. Advanced registration fee is
$5 per family. Receive six free game
tickets with the option to buy extra
game tickets at a discounted price.
Call (908) 889-8800 or visit
www.jccnj.org.

* * * * * * *
Another family-friendly event,

PPPPPinocchioinocchioinocchioinocchioinocchio, will be at the Forum
Theatre Company in Metuchen
from Saturday, March 19, to Sat-
urday, April 16. The kids’ classical
musical story of the wooden pup-
pet who is magically given the gift
of animation by a loving Blue Fairy,
is an adventure of fun for all, but is
recommended for children ages 2
and up. All seats are reserved at
$12.50. Call the box office at (732)
548-0582 or visit http://
www.akidsforum.com/.

* * * * * * *
Also on March 19, from 8 a.m. to

5 p.m., the Wilson Memorial
Church in Watchung will be home
to SSSSSharing the Qharing the Qharing the Qharing the Qharing the Quilts XXII. uilts XXII. uilts XXII. uilts XXII. uilts XXII. This
annual show features a display of
quilts from here and abroad, a ven-
dor mall with vintage clothing and
books, dolls, and fabrics, a tearoom
for lunch and snacks, demonstra-
tions, and an atmosphere of cama-
raderie for quilters. Admission is
$5, and the church is just off the
Watchung Circle at 7 Valley Road.
Visit http://home.att.net/~aeelman/
Quilting/QuiltShow.htm.

* * * * * * *
Celebrate St. Patrick’s Day with

the Irish Pub Band, MMMMMossy Possy Possy Possy Possy Poolsoolsoolsoolsools,
at The Crossroads, 78 North
Avenue in Garwood. For
soundbytes and other information
on the band, check them out at
www.mossypools.com. Enjoy
Cajun food while listening to this
band’s “American Irish” sounds.
Call The Crossroads for informa-
tion at (908) 232-5666.

FESTIVE DANCERS…The Kelly School of Irish Dance provided an Irish danceFESTIVE DANCERS…The Kelly School of Irish Dance provided an Irish danceFESTIVE DANCERS…The Kelly School of Irish Dance provided an Irish danceFESTIVE DANCERS…The Kelly School of Irish Dance provided an Irish danceFESTIVE DANCERS…The Kelly School of Irish Dance provided an Irish dance
demonstration at O’Ireland, an Irish import store in Westfield, on March 5.demonstration at O’Ireland, an Irish import store in Westfield, on March 5.demonstration at O’Ireland, an Irish import store in Westfield, on March 5.demonstration at O’Ireland, an Irish import store in Westfield, on March 5.demonstration at O’Ireland, an Irish import store in Westfield, on March 5.
Pictured, left to right, front row; Abby Lipstack and Maggie O’Connell show offPictured, left to right, front row; Abby Lipstack and Maggie O’Connell show offPictured, left to right, front row; Abby Lipstack and Maggie O’Connell show offPictured, left to right, front row; Abby Lipstack and Maggie O’Connell show offPictured, left to right, front row; Abby Lipstack and Maggie O’Connell show off
their dance steps while wearing festive Irish costumes.their dance steps while wearing festive Irish costumes.their dance steps while wearing festive Irish costumes.their dance steps while wearing festive Irish costumes.their dance steps while wearing festive Irish costumes.

WYAWYAWYAWYAWYACTCTCTCTCT, NJP, NJP, NJP, NJP, NJPAAAAAC to HC to HC to HC to HC to Host Oost Oost Oost Oost Open Apen Apen Apen Apen Auditionsuditionsuditionsuditionsuditions
FFFFFor Sor Sor Sor Sor Summer Pummer Pummer Pummer Pummer Prrrrroduction, oduction, oduction, oduction, oduction, GGGGGuys and Duys and Duys and Duys and Duys and Dollsollsollsollsolls

WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – The New Jersey
Performing Arts Center (NJPAC) Sum-
mer Musical Program and the Westfield
Young Artists’ Cooperative Theatre
(WYACT) will unite to present the
classic Broadway musical comedy, Guys
and Dolls.

Auditions for the cast will be held on
Sunday, April 3, and Saturday, April 9,
with final callbacks on Saturday, April
16.

The singing open call auditions on
April 3 are slated between 1 and 3 p.m.
at the Algonquin Arts Theatre (AAT),
173 Main Street in Manasquan.

On April 9, singing open call audi-
tions will be held from 10 a.m. to 6
p.m., with dancing callbacks at 7 p.m.,
at NJPAC’s Lucent Technologies Cen-
ter for Arts Education, 24 Rector Street
in Newark.

Final callbacks on April 16 will be
held in The Chase Room at NJPAC,
One Center Street in Newark.

Performers ages 14 to 21 with vocal
and dance training are invited to audi-
tion. Participants must prepare a selec-
tion from a Broadway musical and
bring sheet music in the appropriate
key, as well as a photo of themselves. An
accompanist will be provided.

All auditionees must audition to sing
first, prior to the dance auditions.

This production of Guys and Dolls,
with a 45-member cast and a 25-mem-
ber orchestra, will consist entirely of
talented New Jersey youth. Past
NJPAC/WYACT Summer Musical
productions, all of which sold out,
include Anything Goes, Carousel,
Oliver!, Once On This Island,
Brigadoon, South Pacific, and West
Side Story, which earned the 2003
Musical Theatre International Award
of Excellence.

When explaining why she picked
Guys and Dolls for the Summer Musi-
cal production, WYACT Artistic Di-
rector Cynthia Meryl said, “The musi-
cal fable of Times Square will require
cast members to create and develop a
multitude of colorful, stylized, yet be-
lievable comedic characters.”

She added, “This is a major chal-
lenge for young actors, but great prepa-
ration for those intending to pursue a
professional acting career.”

Often called the quintessential mu-
sical comedy, Guys and Dolls is the
adaptation of Damon Runyon’s short
story, “The Idylls of Sarah Brown.” A
blend of song, dance and plot compli-
cations, the show sets classic Frank
Loesser music and lyrics to what is
characterized as “Runyonland,” a
mythical, colorful Broadway/Times
Square of the 1940s populated by gam-
blers, nightclub performers, and
straight-laced, pure-at-heart Salvation
Army types trying to save the sinners of
the day.

The original stage production, (di-
rected by George Kaufman, music and
lyrics by Mr. Loesser, book by Jo
Swerling and Abe Burrows), was the
fifth longest-running Broadway musi-
cal of the 1950s, and was adapted into
the Samuel Goldwyn motion picture
of the same name, cast with Marlon
Brando, Frank Sinatra and Jean
Simmons in the leading roles.

The show features songs such as
“Fugue for Tinhorns,” “Adelaide’s La-
ment,” “Sit Down, You’re Rockin’ the
Boat,” “Luck Be A Lady Tonight,” and
the title song.

NJPAC President and CEO,
Lawrence Goldman, commented,
“NJPAC’s summer collaboration with
the Westfield Young Artists’ Coopera-
tive Theatre has become an annual
highlight of the NJPAC season.”

He added, “We are delighted to again
have the opportunity to tour the pro-
duction to the Algonquin Arts Theatre
in Manasquan, New Jersey. The stu-
dents will be able to extend their learn-
ing experience and share their talent
with audiences from the central and
southern parts of the state.”

One of the most celebrated youth
theater companies in the state, WYACT
enables young artists to receive the
highest caliber, professional level the-
atrical experience and education pos-
sible. Its collaboration with NJPAC,
now in its eighth year, makes these
goals achievable. Performers learn first-
hand about musical theater by partici-
pating in a full-scale, professional level
production.

For more information about audi-

tions, please call WYACT at (908)
233-3200.

Tickets for Guys and Dolls will go
on sale on Friday, March 18. To pur-
chase tickets at NJPAC, please call
their box office at (888) GO-NJPAC.
To purchase tickets at the AAT, please
call (732) 528-9211.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Summer Workshop (WSW), a divi-
sion of the New Jersey Workshop for
the Arts (NJWA), will hold auditions
for its Showcase Theater advanced train-
ing program on Saturday, March 19,
and Saturday, April 2, at 150-152 East
Broad Street in Westfield.

The tuition-based program is de-
signed for students who will be enter-
ing grades 9 through 12 in this Sep-
tember. Those who are accepted will
participate in classes with a profes-
sional Broadway staff and will be in the
Showcase Theater’s production of
Stephen Sondheim’s Into the Woods.

Students who plan to audition must
call the WSW at (908) 789-9696 to
schedule a pre-arranged audition time.
They must be prepared to sing, from
memory, 32 measures of both an up
tempo and a ballad from a musical and
must bring sheet music, in the proper
key, for the accompanist.

Into the Woods is Sondheim’s tale of the
Baker and his Wife who try to undo a curse
put upon them by the Witch next door.
The show is filled with familiar fairytale
characters who learn some important les-
sons on life’s journey. Some roles may be
double cast in order to give more students
a performance opportunity.

Classes for the Showcase Theater
will be held from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on
Monday and Tuesday, June 27 and 28,
at the NJWA Annex at 361 South
Avenue, East in Westfield, and from
11:30 a.m. to 3:15 p.m. from Wednes-
day, June 29, to Friday, July 22, at
Roosevelt Intermediate School (RIS)
on Clark Street in Westfield.

Performance dates for Into the
Woods are afternoons and evenings of
Thursday and Friday, July 21 and 22.
The show will be staged at RIS.

Directed by veteran Broadway actor
Juan Pineda, with musical direction by
Valerie Pineda, this program will also
include instruction by guest artists who
have performed on Broadway or in
regional and international theater. Spe-
cial guest teachers include professional
actor Dan Macyek and professional
dancer Christopher Johnson.

Mrs. Pineda said, “The Showcase
Theater was designed to feature tal-
ented young artists and train them in
an advanced environment in voice,
dance, acting and improvisation. All
participants will attend a daily dance
class that will be challenging for begin-
ners and advanced students alike. The
class will focus on routines from vari-
ous Broadway productions.”

Students will also be taught music
preparation, set design and all aspects
of musical production.

The WSW will also offer a theater
training experience for students in
grades 6 through 9 in its Workshop
Theater production of My Fair Lady,
part of the regular WSW program.
No audition is required for this show.

For more information on Into
the Woods, the WSW, or any
NJWA programs, please call (908)
789-9696 or  v i s i t
www.njworkshopforthearts.com.

This program is made possible in
part by funds from the Turrell Fund,
the New Jersey State Council on
the Arts/Department of State, a
partner agency of the National En-
dowment for the Arts, and by funds
from the national Endowment for
the Arts.
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COUNTCOUNTCOUNTCOUNTCOUNTY Y Y Y Y – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders is spon-
soring a “Build a Better Birdhouse
Contest” at Trailside Nature and
Science Center during the 15th
Annual Wildlife Sunday event
on April 17 from noon to 5
p.m.

Participants, ages six to
adult, are invited to design
and construct an original bird-
house and enter to win bird-
related prizes donated by Wild
Birds Unlimited, Parker Greenhouses
Farm & Garden Center, Trailside
Nature and Science Center, and the
Jim Morris Environmental T-Shirt
Company.

According to the county, approxi-
mately 35 local species of birds are
known to use tree cavities as nesting
sites. Since natural nesting cavities
are scarce, providing birds such as
chickadees, tufted titmice, wood-
peckers and bluebirds with nest boxes
can aid in increasing their reproduc-
tive success.

All birdhouses must be designed
for a particular species using the cor-
rect house dimensions and hole di-
ameter. Perches should not be in-

cluded, as they increase the chance
of predators gaining entry. Birdhouse
kits are also not acceptable. All houses
should exhibit drainage holes in the

floor; a smooth entry hole; a rough
interior front walls so fledg-

lings can exit, a secure mount-
ing system to minimize
swaying, ventilation open-
ings and must be easily ac-
cessed for cleaning.

Only one entry per person
can be submitted, and an en-

try form must be submitted with
each birdhouse.

The deadline for entries is Thurs-
day, March 31. Prizes will be given
in each of three age groups: six to 10,
11 to 15, and 16 to adult. All bird-
houses will be displayed at the
Trailside Museum. An awards cer-
emony will be held on April 17.

Trailside is located at 452 New
Providence Road in Mountainside
and is a facility of the Union County
Department of Parks and Recre-
ation.

For specific measurements and
requirements for the birdhouses,
please call Trailside at (908) 789-
3670.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — The Westfield

Chapter of Hadassah will host its
47th Annual Celebration of the Arts

on Sunday, April 3, from 3 to 5 p.m.
at the Shackamaxon Country Club
in Scotch Plains.

This year’s event will feature high
tea with a trios performance by world-
renowned pianist Sondra Tammam
and New York Philharmonic friends,
violinist Matitiahu Braun, and cellist
Avron Coleman.

The celebration will benefit the Cen-
ter For Emergency Medicine at the
Hadassah Medical Organization (HMO)
in Israel, which has just been nominated
for the 2005 Nobel Peace Prize.

HMO was cited for promoting peace
in three areas:
the ability to
maintain the
value of equal
treatment for
all people de-
spite treating
more terror
victims than
any other
medical cen-
ter; the model

of cooperation and coexistence set by
the mixed staff of people of all faiths;
and the medical organization’s ongoing
initiatives in creating bridges for peace
even throughout the intifada.

Tickets are $50 per person or $75
for two attendees.

To learn more about the Westfield
Hadassah or to purchase tickets,
please call Geralyn Lichtenstein at
(908) 654-5855.

Sondra TammamSondra TammamSondra TammamSondra TammamSondra Tammam
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LOCAL STARS

WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – Students from
Edison Intermediate School (EIS) in
Westfield will present their upcom-
ing spring musical, On Broadway, a
special silver anniversary celebration
of the Broadway shows that have
been performed during the past 25
years at the school.

Performances will be held on
Thursday, March 17, at 4 p.m. and
Friday and Saturday, March 18 and
March 19, at 7:30 p.m.

Selected musical numbers, scenes
and dances from 16 shows will be
presented, including popular shows
that were staged twice such as Bye
Bye Birdie (performed in both 1984
and 2004), Oklahoma (1985, 2003)
and Oliver (1981, 1992). Favorite

musicals performed during the 1980s
include Hello Dolly (1982), Annie
Get Your Gun (1983) and Damn
Yankees (1986), while highlights
from the 1990s include Annie
(1994), Big River (1995) and Lil’
Abner (1998).

A crew of 37 students supports the
cast of 64 students. Audiences will
enjoy the revue of these famous
shows, and the program promises to
be a huge success.

Ticket prices are $8 in advance
and $10 at the door. For Thursday
afternoon, tickets are $2 for elemen-
tary students and $5 for adults.

For ticket information, please call
Director Dr. David Shapiro at (908)
789-6134.
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LighthipeLighthipeLighthipeLighthipeLighthipe
Children’s Education Center.

Meanwhile, she continues to take
classes where she is able, and is always
seeking teachers for her studio. She
also plans to build a studio in Costa
Rica.

For more information on booking a
trip or class with Ms. Lighthipe, to
learn more about her exhibition sched-
ule, or to view her artwork, please visit
Studio 16 at http://
www.bugsbeastsbotanicals.com or
www.studio16online.com.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 22

FFFFFritz Gritz Gritz Gritz Gritz Galtaltaltaltalt
“Through my wife’s efforts in the

State Department and my efforts in the
literary world, we hope to close the
breaches in our national security and
make the world a nice place to live in
again,” he said.

“The Adventures of Buttons
Burnside” and “The Trap” are available
wherever books are sold. “China Gate”
will be released later this month.

To learn more about Fritz Galt and
his books, visit www.spythrillers.com.

For more information on Robots,
which was produced by Blue Sky
Studio in White Plains, N.Y., and
20th Century Fox in Los Angeles,
please visit www.robotsmovie.com.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 22
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COUNTCOUNTCOUNTCOUNTCOUNTY Y Y Y Y – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders has an-
nounced the fourth annual program,
presented in partnership with the Na-
tional Arts Program, which offers
county employees and their families an
opportunity to exhibit their artwork.

“Artistic and creative talent resides
in everyone. It is our intention to con-
tinue to give County of Union employ-
ees and their families a forum to show-
case their talent,” said Freeholder Bette
Jane Kowalski, liaison to the Cultural
and Heritage Programs Advisory Board.

“We are happy to extend an invita-
tion to Union County College em-
ployees and their relatives to enter the
program this year,” added Freeholder
Chairman Rick Proctor.

Entries will be accepted in the cat-
egories of painting, photography, art-
works on paper, sculpture and crafts.

Recognized artists and art profes-
sionals will serve as judges, selecting
entrants for cash awards and honorable
mention in the exhibitions five artistic
classifications:

• Amateur (little or no experience);
• Intermediate (some experience);
• Advanced (extensive art training);
• Youth – ages 12 to 18; and
• Youth – under 12 years.
In the adult classifications, first place

winners will receive $300, second place
winners will be awarded $200, and
third place winners will receive $100.

One $300 prize will be given for “Best
in Show.”

In each youth classification, $75 will
be given to first place winners, $50 to
second place, and $25 to third place.

The National Arts Program, which
will provide the prizes, currently runs
39 programs reaching 200 cities in 18
states nationwide.

Pre-registration is required by Mon-
day, May 2. Early registration is en-
couraged.

To request a registration form and
more information, please contact the
Union County Division of Cultural
and Heritage Affairs, 633 Pearl Street
in Elizabeth, (908) 558-2550, or
culturalinfo@ucnj.org.


