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Westfield Blue Devils Meet Expectations
In Girls Winter Indoor Track & Field

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Raider Swim Boys Complete
Strong, Competitive Season

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

According to Raider Head Coach
Jess Hulnik, the very young Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School boys’
swimming team had a better than
average season since they competed
against several stronger teams than in
2004. The Raiders finished with a 9-
5 record and made it to the NJSIAA
Public B Division sectional semifi-
nals where they suffered a 93-77 set-
back against Chatham.

“The best part about this year was
that we were able to settle into a
rhythm, our time drops were bigger
than last year and we had kids knock-
ing off phenomenal times, particu-
larly in the last two meets. With our
second and third swimmers in each
event, we were able to switch people
around, therefore it allowed us to
remain a bit fresher toward the end of
the year,” said Coach Hulnik.

Senior Co-Captain David

Hauptman generally was a key
weapon in sprints. Additionally, he
anchored the 200-medley and the 200-
free relays. He finished third in the
100-freestyle event and guided the
Raiders to a third place finish in the
200-free relays in counties.

“He’s just a great kid,” said Hulnik.
“He gets so psyched up to do well. He
leads by example and urges his team-
mates on.”

Senior Co-Captain Michael
Sheffield focused primarily on the
butterfly but also participated in the
breaststroke and freestyle when called
upon. Additionally, he swam the indi-
vidual medley (IM).

“He and Hauptman really
complimented each other nicely and
brought the right mix to the team.
They carry great senses of humor,
they don’t get them overexcited but
pumped up enough that they can do
well,” said Hulnik.

Sophomore Mike Miller competed

primarily in the 200-and 500-freestyle
and did a great job finishing third in
the counties by dropping six seconds
off his best time in the 200-free and
trimming 10 seconds off his personal
best in the 500-free. Against Chatham,
Miller went 57.5, a drop of three
seconds in the butterfly.

Perhaps the most memorable vic-
tory for the Raiders came in a close,
90-80, duel with Summit in the first
round of the sectionals.

“What really sticks out is that they
finished ahead of us in counties and
we were able to go in there and swim
really, really well, especially after
they swam some of their best times of
the season in the county meet,” said
Hulnik. “Knowing that, we had to
take it to the next level to get past the
first round of the states and we did, so
that was pretty big.”

David Regal made the biggest splash
in that meet by trimming his best time
of 2:23 to 2:09 in the 200-free.

Another three year all-around solid
performer was senior Anthony
Saraceno. Senior Alan Neuhauser
brought success in the sprint events,
held up well on the shorter free relay
and was a strong competitor in the
100-free.

Next year, the swimming cast will
feature the two very talented juniors.
Jason Thompson started in the 100-
fly, the backstroke and the sprint.
Mike Fragna will lead in the back-
stroke and sprints. Sophomores also
looking to make a huge splash will be
brothers Mike and Matt Miller.

“They really stepped up this year
and I can’t say enough about those
two,” said coach Hulnik. “You see
them in practice and wonder how
much faster they are going to go. It’s
really kind of scary.”

Dan Nieto will show heart and go
after every race. In the breaststroke
this year, Andrew Haggan dropped
eight seconds from 1:23 to 1:16.

“These kids can come in next year
close to where they are this year and
we’ll have a great season,” said Hulnik.

Freshman Brian Pesin, who took
over the breaststroke duties, should
also make an impact. Regal should
fulfill his immense potential.

“I wish to congratulate our seniors
for four fine years,” concluded
Hulnik. “I do more of my talking at
the winter sports awards and again at
the senior awards, but I don’t con-
sider these goodbyes necessarily. I
have known some of these kids since
they were nine and ten years old,
coached them back at the ‘Y’ when I
was there, so it seems like I have
known them forever.”

the event at the State Group 3 Cham-
pionships.

MacNeil went on the take fourth,
setting a WHS record time of 2:17.5,
and Onishi placed 13th in the event at
the Meet of Champions. At the pres-
tigious Eastern States Champion-
ships, the same foursome placed
fourth in the 4x800.

“Emily had a lot of ‘fours’ that day.
She qualified for the meet for the
fourth time, medaled for the fourth
time with a fourth place finish
and broke her school record
for the fourth time in that meet,”
Buccino noted. “And three
days later she came back to
anchor the 4x800-relay at the
Eastern States with a 2:13.3 to
move the team up to a fourth-
place finish and a season best
time of 9:37.7. Annie quali-
fied for the Meet of Champi-
ons for the second year in a
row and finished with a per-
sonal best and her highest fin-
ish in the meet, placing 13th in
2:22.7.”

MacNeil won her fourth
straight 880-yard title by breez-
ing past the finish line in 2:31.4
at the Union County Champi-
onships and teamed with
Becker-Cohen, Erin McCarthy
and Onishi to place first in the
4x440 with a new meet record
time of 4:25.1. MacNeil
crossed second in the 440 and
Onishi finished third in the 880
and the mile.

In the defense of the Union County
Relay title, Becker-Cohen, Gillian
Kape, Onishi and MacNeil took first
in the 4x400. In the sprint medley
relay, Erica Ammermuller, Kape,
Onishi and MacNeil finished first.
Lauren Campo, Stephanie Cortinhal,
Catherine Cognetti and Driscoll took
first in the 4x800. Onishi, MacNeil,
Becker-Cohen and Caitlyn Berkowitz
finished third in the distance medley
relay and Emily Perry and Kape com-

bined to take third in the high jump.
At the DeShriver Invitational (Drew

University), Onishi, Ayn Wisler,
Becker-Cohen and MacNeil set a new
meet record in the 4x800. At the Var-
sity Classic (Armory in New York),
Onishi, Becker-Cohen, Driscoll and
MacNeil finished third in the event.

Out of a squad of 61 girls, 10 will
graduate. In addition to MacNeil and
Onishi, fellow captains Nolan (sprints
and hurdles), Parkinson (sprints and

hurdles) and Henry (shot put)
along with five other seniors who
will be greatly missed.

Of the 51 remaining, a strong
junior crew in Becker-Cohen,
Driscoll, Alison Fleder and
Caitlyn Berkowitz on the track
and Kate Anderson, Christina
Collucci and Karolyn Cook in
the field returns. There is also a
lot of depth in the sophomore
class with Jen Danielsson,
McCarthy, Wisler,
Ammermuller, Marlena
Sheridan and Kape on the track,
and Perry in the high jump, to go
along with several fine freshmen
who have displayed a lot of po-
tential.

“I have been very fortunate
over the years to have captains
who are truly committed and
devoted to their teammates,” said
Buccino. “Onishi, MacNeil,
Lauren Nolan, Danielle
Parkinson and Christina Henry
did a great job in helping to mold
the girls into a team.”

Jim O’Connor (www.njsportpics.com) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STARTING ON THE RIGHT FOOT…The Kean University Cougars men’s
lacrosse team recorded its first victory of the season, a 16-6 win over Green
Mountain College in the Cougars’ home opener on March 12. Senior keeper
Bruno Parente of Westfield made five saves in the opening 18 minutes of the game.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
REACHING LOFTIER HEIGHTS FOR THE BLUE DEVILS…Emily Perry, in photo, along with teammate Gillian Kape
combined to take third place in the high jump at the Union County Relay Championships.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DOING IT IN FOURS…Blue Devil Emily MacNeil
won her fourth straight 880-yard title by breezing
past the finish line in 2:31.4 at the Union County
Championships.

WESTFIELD                  $795,000

Center Hall Colonial on cul-de-sac featuring four bedrooms, two 1/2 baths, eat-in kitchen with separate
dining area, refinished hardwood floors and finished basement.  Freshly painted inside and out.  Large
private backyard with deck.  Convenient to schools, town & train.  On nearly an acre of wooded property,
a wonderful place to call home!  DIR: Terrill Rd. to Briarcliffe Dr. turn rt to #17  (052009925)

SCOTCH PLAINS                                                                                           $439,000
Colonial with custom maple kitchen ‘03, spacious formal dining room, updated baths, central air,
Timberline roof, four large bedrooms plus office, great backyard, fresh decor.  Convenient to New York
transportation.  Call for your personal tour today.  Value priced at $439,000 - just compare.  (052000071)

SCOTCH PLAINS                    $769,900

Colonial Tudor with varied roof lines and stucco facade, lend storybook elegance to this beautiful home.
Highlights of this home include an open floor plan - a living room with fireplace, banquet size formal dining
room, gourmet eat-in kitchen, large great room, sun room, 4 bedrooms, 2 full baths plus a finished
recreation room.  All this plus a 2 car garage with an attic for possible office/studio.  Conveniently located
to schools, town & NYC transportation.  DIR: Dorian to Stoneleigh Park #13 (052000128)

WESTFIELD                                 $545,900
Well maintained, 7 room, 3 bedroom, two and a half bathroom Side Hall Colonial on beautiful, quiet
cul-de-sac.  Move in condition.  Home is situated next to wooded area and features eat-in kitchen with
cherry cabinets, three season room, deck, finished basement w/dry bar and three zone natural gas
heated hot-water baseboard heating on all floors.  Both dining & living rooms have new oak laminate
floors.  Recently painted interior and exterior.  Generous storage and closet space.  One car attached
garage.  Close to schools and NYC train.  (052000013)

CharmingExceptional

Open House: Sun 3/20  12-4 PM

The monthly mortgage payments quoted in this ad are to qualified buyers buying a single family owner-occupied residence, based upon a 20% downpayment.  The payments are calculated using a 3-1 interest only adjustable rate mortgage loan (ARM) with an initial interest rate of 5.125%, and an initial A.P.R. of 5.23%.  Payments are interest only for the first 10 years, and from year 11 through maturity, amortization is based on 20 years.  The interest rate is based on an
index plus a margin, with a loan amount of $100,000.  The payment is fixed for the first 3 years, and because the interest rate may change after 3 years, the payment shown may change at the 4th year and annually thereafter subject to applicable margins and/or caps.  At each adjustment, the interest rate is set at 2.5% above the index (margin) and it may not decrease or increase more than 2 percentage points (cap), and over the life of the loan, it may not increase or
decrease more than 6 percentage points (lifetime cap).Figures used herein are approximate and do not include property taxes, or hazard insurance.  Interest rates quoted are as of 1/7/05 and subject to change.  As an example, on a $100,000 30-year loan with an initial interest rate of 5.125%, the maximum amount that the interest rate can rise under this loan program is 6 percentage points to 11.125%, and the estimated monthly payment for the first 3 years is $427.08
to a maximum interest payment of $694.97 thru year 10 (Based on a Truth in Lending Disclosure Estimate) and a maximum principal and interest payment of $961.78 after year 10.  We are not responsible for typographical errors.  You should ask about interest rate, margin, and other terms and conditions before you apply.  Mortgage Access Corp. d/b/a Weichert Financial Services, Executive Offices, 225 Littleton Road, Morris Plains, NJ, 07950.  1-800-829-CASH.
Licensed by the NJ Dept. of Banking and Insurance.  Licensed Mortgage Banker with the State Dept. of Banking in NY, CT, and PA.  Licensed Lender in DE, MD, VA, D.C.  Equal Housing Lender.  Weichert Financial Services is an affiliate of Weichert, Realtors®.  For your benefit, consider a career in real estate.  Call 1-800-301-3000 today!

Open House: Sun 3/20  12-4 PM


