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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Raider Swim Girls Stormed
Onto State Public ‘B’ Title

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls swimming team has defi-
nitely turned heads as the Raiders
accomplished their biggest year yet
by emerging as the NJSIAA Public
“B” state champion and finished with
a 12-2 record.

This season the Raiders had a
wealth of talent. The good news is
that they will return the majority of
the team next year.

“I felt very fortunate to have been
associated with this year’s team,” said
Raider Head Coach Jesse Hulnik.
“Every time something was on the

line, they all stepped up and did it.
Just a nice bunch of kids.”

Unfortunately, six very special girls
will graduate, including Tri-Captains
Amanda Cameron, Jamie Quale and
Rachel Dolgin.

“They all brought with them differ-
ent qualities in terms of their leader-
ship, so it will be pretty tough to see
them go next year,” said Hulnik. “I
have known theses kids when they
swam at the ‘Y’, so it seems like I
have known them forever.”

Additionally, the Raiders will say
goodbye to Brittany Adisano, Rebecca
Koransky and Rachel Goor.

Commenting on leadership and in-

dividual achievements, Hulnik said,
“Cameron was a real cornerstone and
a great leader on this team over the
past four years. If I wanted her to
swim leadoff or anchor in the relays,
she always set the tone and got the job
done.”

Swimming the majority of distance
events became the responsibility of
Quale. “She had a very solid season
and you always know what to expect
of her in a meet,” said Hulnik.

Sprinter Dolgin was another key
swimmer in many of the relay events.
“She really had some superb times
this year,” said Hulnik. “Both her and
Cameron just carried this team
through.”

Swimming the butterfly and fin-
ishing with an excellent record was
Goor. All around performer Adisano
impressed in the relays, backstroke
and freestyle. Additionally, she was
called upon to swim several butterfly
events and did so successfully.

Stepping up and excelling in the
sprint events was Koransky. “Prob-
ably one of the nicest kids you can
meet,” said Hulnik. “She gets into the
pool and goes.”

The Raiders will have a champion-
ship type of team returning next year
including a solid group of freshman.
In commenting on the season.

Hulnik said, “I have a lot of emo-
tion and I’m not sure in how to say it.
It was just a dream season and I was
very fortunate to have been able to
share it with such a great bunch of
girls.”

This week’s Devil’s Den is to cel-
ebrate the results of the What Year Was
Best for WHS contest. But before we do
that, maybe it’s time to take a look back
into the past, the deep, dark past, back to
the spring and fall of 1937, the darkest
time in the history of Westfield High
School sports. We’re not sure what ex-
actly was going on, but it was like Bizarro
World, where everything is backward, or
upside down.

It started in the spring, when the base-
ball season was canceled on May 7 “due
to a lack of a playing field,” The Westfield
Leader reported. The team featured three-
year shortstop Mount Howarth, third
baseman Sal Zollo, a two-year captain,
Ben Hargraves, Charlie Miller, future
fire chief Marty Burke, and pitcher Al
Pfeiffer. After a 20-4 loss to Columbia on
May 4, the season was ended with an 0-
6 record.

But there’s more. Tennis has been one
of the best sports at WHS, with over
1,100 victories. But in the spring of 1937,
the team finished 0-10, despite having
Bill Sims back for his third year at No. 1
singles. And that fall, coach Bob
Duncan’s always-tough football team
shockingly not only went winless (0-7-
2), but scored no points!

A quarter century later, Westfield would
be at the start of a cycle that would make the
Blue Devils among the state’s elite in just
about every varsity sport. The 1962-63
scholastic season would be the pinnacle,
with the varsity teams posting an 86.9
winning percentage (113 victories and just
17 losses). The “worst” record was first-
year coach Norm Koury’s baseball team at
18-7, but that team also won the Union
County Tournament for the first time in
school history. The other sports (all boys-
only) that year were: football (7-1-1), cross
country (10-0-1), basketball (21-3), swim-
ming (14-0), wrestling (10-1-1), golf (10-
1), tennis (16-2) and track (7-2).

There were three standout athletes in
the Class of ’63: 6-foot-11 basketballer
Bob King, who still owns almost every
school scoring and rebounding record;
Dave Morash was a two-time state wres-
tling champion and two-way football
standout, and Marty Howarth was one of
the best all-around athletes in school
history (football, wrestling, baseball).

Unfortunately, there were no winners
in our WYWBW contest. (It should be
noted that one member of the Class of
1963 did participate, but he voted for
1962.) The majority of the guesses were
for 1972, which was a very close second
at 85.3, and 1973 (83.7). All the contest
entrants are still invited to join the Corbin
brothers and the Devil’s Den at the Jolly
Trolley at a date to be announced, just
bring your wallets.

In the 75 graduating classes from 1930
to 2004, Westfield teams have posted
10,407 victories against just 4,568 losses,
an amazing 69.5 winning percentage.
There hasn’t been a school year with an
overall losing record since 1947. And the
six school years that won over 80 percent
of their games – 1959, 1963, 1964, 1965,
1972, 1973 – came during a 15-year

stretch that could be called “The Golden
Age of WHS Sports.” The Blue Devils
won 1,736 of their 2,190 games during
that period for a winning percentage of
79.3, basically four wins in every five
games.

Following is a year-by-year listing of
the winning percentages, and wins-
losses, for every school year (graduating
class year listed):

1930s (50.8% combined)
1930 57.4 27-20
1931 62.7 27-16
1932 50.9 28-27
1933 49.1 30-31
1934 58.7 37-26
1935 56.0 42-33
1936 57.5 46-34
1937 49.3 38-39
1938 34.6 27-51
1939 41.0 32-46
1940s (56.0% combined)
1940 50.0 38-38
1941 51.7 45-42
1942 74.6 53-18
1943 45.7 27-32
1944 52.8 37-33
1945 44.3 35-44
1946 56.2 45-35
1947 42.8 36-48
1948 64.6 53-29
1949 73.6 70-25
1950s (64.6% combined)
1950 62.5 50-30
1951 60.2 50-33
1952 57.1 48-36
1953 54.7 46-38
1954 56.0 56-44
1955 66.3 69-35
1956 55.1 54-44
1957 73.5 78-28
1958 70.4 69-29
1959 81.6 102-23
1960s (78.3% combined)
1960 75.4 92-30
1961 77.4 96-28
1962 78.5 99-27
1963 86.9 113-17
1964 83.0 113-23
1965 82.2 120-26
1966 79.7 122-31
1967 74.3 107-37
1968 73.6 109-39
1969 73.2 112-41
1970s (74.3% combined)
1970 73.6 112-40
1971 78.4 124-34
1972 85.3 145-25
1973 83.7 170-33
1974 75.1 169-56
1975 69.3 165-73
1976 71.3 179-72
1977 72.1 197-76
1978 72.9 208-77
1979 68.2 183-85
1980s (69.8% combined)
1980 72.1 207-80
1981 65.0 201-108
1982 60.5 209-136
1983 64.4 214-118
1984 67.0 220-108
1985 73.5 261-94
1986 72.4 247-94
1987 71.9 266-104
1988 77.8 274-78
1989 73.0 252-93
1990s (71.9% combined)
1990 74.6 276-94
1991 69.3 244-108
1992 75.6 286-92
1993 74.8 265-89
1994 72.8 265-99
1995 72.9 278-103
1996 74.1 281-98
1997 65.8 247-128

1998 72.6 265-100
1999 66.9 255-126
2000s (66.3% combined)
2000 62.9 234-138
2001 63.9 247-139
2002 71.4 282-113
2003 69.1 253-113
2004 64.2 248-138

 
TRIVIA QUESTION

When was the last time the WHS boys
basketball team won both the Union
County and state sectional titles in the
same year?

CAUGHT!
News item: Immaculate Heart Acad-

emy girls basketball team and Don Bosco
Prep boys basketball team forced to for-
feit games because of ineligible players.

First off, it’s a shame that kids (and in
IHA’s case a new athletic director) who
had nothing to do with the problem were
forced to basically lose an entire season.
And second, it’s really pitiful that some-
body would wait until just prior to the
state tournament before anonymously
calling the NJSIAA and spilling the
beans. The athletes in question appar-
ently had played for their New York high
schools as eighth graders, and violated
New Jersey’s eight-semesters-of-eligi-
bility rule when they played their second
semesters as seniors.

On the other hand, it’s really tough
(OK, it’s impossible) to see this happen
and not just sit back and smile and say
those schools – and the others of their ilk,
who blatantly recruit top athletes from
towns while the NJSIAA sits back and
says the transfers are for “academic ad-
vancement” – got what they deserved.

All parochial and private schools don’t
fall into that category. Here in Union
County, you won’t find too many people
complaining about Union Catholic or
Roselle Catholic beating the bushes for
local talent, though both schools do quite
well in certain sports. Then there’s a St.
Patrick, which gets top-notch basketball
players from all over the region, and
beyond.

So now two of the state’s premier
athletic programs got slapped, big time.
Don’t be surprised if more spit hits the
fan in the coming days and weeks.

The sad moral to this sad tale is: If
you’re going to recruit, at least do it in
your own state.

REMEMBER WHEN …
March 17, 1932: WHS Hall of Fame

coach Walt Clarkson is born.
TRIVIA ANSWER

Actually this is a trick question, but
you’d be correct if you answered never,
because WHS has never won both titles
in the same year. The Blue Devils won
county titles in 1959 (over Cranford),
1963 (over Roselle Catholic) and 1965
(over Cranford), and sectional titles in
1962 (Central Jersey Group 4 over Tren-
ton) and 1972 (North Section 2 Group 4
over Thomas Jefferson).

Bruce Johnson’s Devil’s Den appears
every Thursday in the Westfield Leader.
Contact him with comments or ideas at
bj1019@aol.com

A Quarter Century After
All-Time Low, WHS Athletes

Reached Heights in 1963

Fred Lecomte (February 2005 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
REASON TO CELEBRATE…Raiders Amanda Cameron, left, and Brittany
Larkin hug after finishing 1-2 in the 200-freestyle at the county tournament.

Fred Lecomte (February 2005 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PUBLIC “B” GIRLS SWIMMING CHAMPIONS…The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School girls swimming team display
their trophy after winning the Public “B” swim title. The Raiders will graduate six very fine swimmers but are expecting
a very successful season next year.
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Visit us at burgdorff.com to see all our homes for sale.
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Owned and Operated By NRT Incorporated

If you’re thinking of selling…
find out why Burgdorff, ERA 

listings in Westfield and surrounding
towns on average sell for

higher*

than the rest of the MLS.

Contact a Burgdorff Professional today.

Extraordinary Professionals Exceeding Expectations.
* Based on the average list price/sale price ratios from GSMLS data for period 6/03-6/04 

for Westfield, Cranford, Fanwood, Garwood, Mountainside, Scotch Plains

In Westfield

FANWOOD $375,000 FANWOOD $499,900

SCOTCH PLAINS $499,000 WESTFIELD $925,000

Wonderful Split Level home on fabulous 85’ x 97’ property.  This home offers
3 Bedrooms, 1.5 baths, grade level Family Room, private yard with patio and
deck on a tree-lined cul-de-sac.

Picture perfect!  Beautifully updated 4 Bedroom Bi-Level on a quiet street, con-
venient to schools, transportation, park and shopping.  New Kitchen, bath,
Central Air Conditioning, heat, most windows and deck all since 2005.  Generous
closets and beautifully decorated in latest colors.

Custom Cape in a tranquil setting, 3-4 Bedrooms, 2 baths, backs to Watchung
Reservation.  One third acre of flat property on a cul-de-sac.  Wood-burning
fireplace in Living Room, Eat-In Kitchen, garage and much more.  Fabulous
opportunity.

An inviting entrance hall welcomes you to this 1911 center hall Colonial in
pristine condition.  Living Room with fireplace and leaded glass windows, den,
Formal Dining Room, Eat-In Kitchen and 5 Bedrooms.  A wonderful blend of
yesterday’s charm and today’s modern conveniences


