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21st District News

By Senator Thomas Kean, Jr., Westfield

The Senate Budget and Appropriations
Committee recently voted 14-1 in favor
of State Senate Bill No. 1958. This pro-
posed legislation would authorize the state
to collect sales tax revenue on purchases
made through the Internet or by catalog.
Senator Tom Kean Jr. (R-21) cast the lone
dissenting vote.

“This state is facing a $4 billion budget
deficit, and to close this hole in our budget
the Governor has proposed eliminating
$1.2 billion in property tax relief for New
Jersey families, cutting aid to municipali-
ties and school boards, and raising the
sales tax by $325 million,” stated Senator
Kean.

“State Government has increased
spending by 24.5 percent in the last three
years and now the Democrats are trying to
impose a sales tax on catalog and Internet
purchases. Enough is enough; the taxpay-
ers in this state need a break. This isn’t the

State Taxes – Enough Is Enough,
Proposed Internet Tax Is Wrong

government’s money, it’s the wage earn-
ers’ money and my colleagues across the
aisle are casting a covetous eye upon this
untapped pool of funds.”

S-1958 conforms the New Jersey sales
tax to comply with the Streamlined Sales
and Use Tax Agreement (SSUTA).
SSUTA is a state-led initiative to simplify
tax codes in order to make the collection
of sales tax on the Internet and catalogue
purchases easier.

“Governor Codey stated in his budget
message that ‘I am not going to balance
the budget on the backs of the most vul-
nerable,’ but the sales tax is a regressive
tax, hurting families on tight budgets the
most. We need to cut the size of govern-
ment and reduce spending not increase
taxes on families and seniors,” said Sena-
tor Kean.

The next step is for the bill to go before
the full Senate for a vote.

Reader ‘Disgusted’ by
Arrestee’s Front Page
Picture in The Leader
I would like to take this opportunity to

express my disappointment and disgust
regarding a picture printed on the front
page of last week’s Westfield Leader.

The picture shows a young girl, a mi-
nor, being arrested during the protest
against President Bush. I know it is policy
of The Leader, and most likely law, that
the names of minors who have been ar-
rested are not printed in the weekly police
blotter.

My question for the editors of The
Leader is what is so different about print-
ing a face instead of name? Of all nine
people arrested, why print the face of only
one? Why didn’t the paper go ahead, and
in bad taste, print the enlarged “mug
shots” of all who were arrested, regard-
less of age? Apparently the editors at The
Leader did not think of this...but isn’t a
face always more memorable than a name?
Whether or not The Leader had a legal
right to print the picture is besides the
point; this is a matter of ethics.

I am sure the photographers for The
Leader had many group shots of protest-
ers to choose from, or, at the very least,
could have printed the photo of an adult
instead of a child. I would also like to
know how many times in The Westfield
Leader’s 115 years of publication photo-
graphs of minors being arrested have been
published. I have a feeling the answer to
my question is “slim to none.”

Jessica Smith
Westfield

Resident Amazed by How Many Not
Aware of Relevant Soc. Security Facts

WeCare Says There Was No Mistake,
Voters Said ‘No’ to Deck Based on Facts

Cranford Resident Feels Stender’s
Benefits Are ‘Cushier’ Than Most

Police Need to Write Tickets
On Codding Rd. for WHS Students

Critics of the President’s recent visit to
Westfield list among other things that the
audience was stacked with supporters and
not open to real public debate. It would
have been enormously beneficial to the
taxpayers of Union County to see George
W. Bush debate someone like Assembly-
woman Linda Stender (D-Union) on the
topic of pension plans and how to afford
them.

The Westfield Leader, in reporting on a
protest held during President George W.
Bush’s historic visit to Westfield, quotes
Assemblywoman Linda Stender. “George
Bush has no real plan for us,” she de-
clared. “He is more concerned about tax
cuts and profits for his wealthy friends
than he is about the average American
citizen.”

Linda Stender’s friends at the County
of Union put her on the payroll as a
‘Volunteer Coordinator’ for the county
run Runnells Specialized Hospital. She

not only receives $66,083.94 to supervise
people who are working for free, but she
is making $22,000 more than the person
who previously held this same position.

People who depend on Social Security
in Union County use a large portion of
their check to pay property taxes. Assem-
blywoman Stender can retire at the age of
55 with a well padded public employee
pension plan which will include full health
benefits that the taxpayers of Union
County will be subsidizing through their
ever increasing (on average 10 percent a
year) property tax bills. Stender will not
be depending on Social Security nor will
her other ‘friends’ who are on one public
payroll or another. Although they will be
footing the bill for them, the average
American citizen will never see retire-
ments as cushy as Stender’s.

Tina Renna
Cranford

Editor’s Note: The following was sent
to Westfield Mayor Greg McDermott.

* * * * *
When I left the council meeting on

Tuesday, March 1, I felt that the Codding
Road incident had been listened to and
that a sensible plan of action had been
assembled - increased police presence.

My good feelings lasted until 2:30 p.m.
the following day at which time I placed
my newborn son in the back seat of my
vehicle and raised the garage door. As I
backed out of my garage, I was nearly rear
ended by a student who had quickly turned
into my driveway to make a K-turn.
(Codding Road is too narrow to turn
around and has a dead end.)

If one of my neighbor’s children had
been running through my driveway, as
they often are, they would have been
struck and seriously injured.

After recovering from my shock, I drove
down Codding Road and saw over 25 cars
illegally parked on the block. I next saw
that cars were parked on both sides of the
400 block of Codding (two-hour parking)
and none had been ticketed. There was no
police presence as was discussed at the
council meeting.

The plan to increase police presence
was a sensible response. But it needs to be
implemented and tickets need to be is-
sued. What also seems necessary is a
temporary no parking ordinance on
Codding Road, which would expire at the
end of the school year. This would give
the residents the protection they need
until the school parking situation can be
addressed by the Public Safety Commit-
tee.

James Abate
Westfield

According to last week’s article on the
Downtown Westfield Corporation’s
(DWC) budget, DWC board member
Frank Arena stated that the parking refer-
endum was defeated because of miscon-
ceptions by the public of it being a mixed-
use development.

There was no misconception, Mr.
Arena, it’s just a very simple equation:
Parking Garage + Apartments + Retail =
Mixed Use Development

Eighty percent of the people voted to
defeat the referendum. There was not any
misconception. The voters in Westfield
are intelligent and understood the facts of
the redevelopment project. They did the
right thing.

As for DWC board member Joe
Spector’s comment that “there is a physi-
cal shortage of parking,” the town is look-
ing into plans to merge Lots 1 and 8
(Prospect and Elm) as well as paving and/
or restriping other parking lots downtown.
This will probably not occur until the new
pay stations are installed later this year.

The DWC was one of the strongest

advocates for the mixed use redevelop-
ment project, yet when asked by Larry
Goldman, the Town Council’s liaison,
for an annual financial contribution, they
flatly refused, even though they were the
beneficiaries of the garage.

WeCare presented the Town Council
with a proposal to increase parking, along
with other improvements in the downtown
area. WeCare has also had a very produc-
tive meeting with Town Administrator
Jim Gildea on these matters.

WeCare would like all members of the
DWC board to actively participate with
us and the town council as we work to-
wards the best solutions to parking in
town.

Patience is needed by all parties. The
parking redevelopment plan was over-
kill, as well as being extraordinarily ex-
pensive With everyone working together,
over the next few months we will all see
more parking become available at a vastly
lower cost.

Jeffrey Messing
Westfield

United Way Thanks
Westfield for Aid

We at the Westfield United Way are very
grateful for the continued interest and out-
pouring of support from our town. Thanks
to the generosity of caring Westfielders,
Westfield United Way is able to create a
community safety net by funding 19 human
care agencies in our area.

Our agencies work together to provide
the many related but different services a
family or individual might need. Seniors
find companionship, our children receive
educational daycare, troubled families are
counseled and reunited, and at-risk teens
are mentored by professionals and volun-
teers that they find at local agencies.

The result is a healthy community
where our neighbors feel that help is there
when they need it.

We are privileged to live in a town with
such meaningful community outreach.
Our agencies reach two out of three
Westfielders every year.

We would like to thank all of our sup-
porters who make this possible and ask
everyone to consider the Westfield United
Way in our annual campaign. At $680,000,
or 95 percent of this year’s goal, we are
counting on the continued generosity of
Westfielders. Please know how much your
contribution means in the lives of so many
local people.

Tom Cusimano, Campaign Chairman
Westfield United Way

Resident Urges “Liberal Elite” to Have Respect
For President of US Regardless of Party Affiliation

After seeing last week’s Leader, I felt
compelled to send you a letter that takes
a different outlook from many of the
letters you received concerning the visit
by President Bush on March 4.

While it is common practice for the
liberal elite of this country to look at
anything and everything from the point of
view that the proverbial glass is always,
always, always half empty, I thought I
would express the opinion of a great
multitude of Westfield residents. Simply
put, it was a great honor for the leader of
the free world to come to our town.

Is that too difficult for the liberal elite
here in Westfield to comprehend?

It is quite clear that this group would

classify the President’s visit political no
matter what the topic. Did they want him
to come here to discuss the Yankee and
Met’s upcoming baseball season? I’m
pretty sure that they would have put a
“Right Wing Conspiracy” spin on this
topic as well.

I’d also like to take this time to intro-
duce a new word to the liberal elite of this
country. That word is “respect,” as in
having respect for the President of the
United States and all of the responsibili-
ties of that office.

Lastly, out of respect for this office, I
would like to take this time and wish
President Clinton a continued speedy re-
covery from the recent procedure he had

DPW, Builder Thanked
For Preserving Historic

Well Cap Artifact
Editor’s Note: Robert Jonas is an his-

toric artifact conservatory and a former
Trustee with the Westfield Historical
Society.

* * * * *
Thanks to the efforts of Fernando

Messercola of Messercola Excavating of
Plainfield and Claude Shaffer, Superin-
tendent of the Westfield Public Works
Department (DPW), we were able to pre-
serve a historic artifact.

There were two wells at the Benjamin
Piersen House on Benson Place that dated
back to circa 1740. One of these wells at
the front corner of the home was covered
with a Red Sandstone Well Cap. These
caps were employed to keep trash and
wind-borne dirt out of this hand-dug well
to protect the purity of the water source.

An approximately 15-inch home was
bored through the rock to allow access to
the water by an “oaken bucket.” In most
cases a small well house was placed over
the well cap and used a windlass to raise
and lower the bucket.

During construction of two new homes
at this site, Mr. Messercola provided pro-
tection to this well cap and was instru-
mental in having it preserved. Mr. Shaffer
provided transportation for this fragile
artifact via a wood-chip filled bucket
loader and it was gingerly moved to the
grounds of the Miller-Cory House under
the care of Craig Gibson and Frank
Watkins of the Westfield DPW.

The Town of Westfield wishes to thank
you all of for your dedication and encour-
ages its residents to make a similar effort
in preserving our town’s legacy.

Robert Jonas
Westfield

I read the Letters to the Editor page in
the March 10 edition of The Westfield
Leader in amazement of many things,
particularly the opinions of so many who
are not aware of relevant facts. Without
getting into partisan politics, I would like
to encourage people to get the facts straight
about our Social Security system.

Any informed citizen will quickly real-
ize several indisputable facts: (1) our “pay-
as-you-go” system will soon be paying
more in benefits than it received in in-
come; (2) There is no actual money in the
“trust fund,” just government bonds that

can only be repaid by collecting taxes; (3)
The only way to get the system in balance
is to increase taxes or decrease benefits;
and, (4) Waiting only makes the solution
more expensive. Regardless of your posi-
tion on private accounts, these facts are
not in question.

In our country today, there is much
emphasis placed on our “rights.” What
seems to get little attention is our respon-
sibility as citizens to be informed before
we exercise our rights.

Rich Johnston
Westfield

Thank You for Coming Mr. President,
Shame on Officials Busing Protesters
I was honored to have the President

come to Westfield last week to give his
presentation on Social Security reform.
I’m glad that the majority of citizens
showed respect and welcomed him as he
made his way to the Armory.

The Westfield Police, Fire Depart-
ment and surrounding authorities did an
exemplary job in maintaining the level
of security necessary for such a visit.
Most people have absolutely no idea
what it takes to plan and carry out the
level of security details necessary for
this kind of event.

After reading the complete coverage in
The Westfield Leader last week, it seems
as though the protesters, whether protest-
ing the social security issue, the war in
Iraq or just wanting to vocalize their blind,
blanket hatred of the current administra-
tion, seem to be totally unaware that law
enforcement truly has their safety and the
necessary safety of the President in mind.

The elected officials who organized
and sponsored the protestors’ buses should
have known better. They work in Wash-
ington, D.C. and know full well the level
of security necessary to bring the Presi-
dent anywhere. To bring busloads of
people to protest the President’s message
in a small town community like Westfield
is shameful. It is a waste of the protesters
time and energy. Did my tax dollars pay
for those buses?

While trying to maintain the security,
law enforcement acted completely within
their parameters. It gave the protesters a
poor excuse to lash out, trespass and to
spit at officers. The necessary arrests
resulted.

Elected officials that sponsored the
protests got their desired result. They
hope that you remember that at election
time. They wanted their constituents to
get madder at the current administration.

The blinders go on when we think that
our message or our point of view must be
heard, even if our venue for expressing
our views is antagonistic. Write a letter. A
well-written, tangible document express-
ing one’s views will go a lot further in

Washington than yelling some comments
on a cold street corner.

Law enforcement wants folks to be
able to come to an event and to go home
that day — and to go home safely. We pay
them to do their job.

In a world where over 3,000 innocent
people were killed as a result of carry-
ing mere box cutters onto airplanes and
where suicide bombers willingly seek
out crowds, it is increasingly difficult
to tell who means us harm. The enemy
would have loved to sabotage an event
like this.

So to complain that the police made a
few arrests and kept people from going
where they were not safe to go, is to
complain that officers were only doing
the necessary job we asked them to do.

Every officer and every agent assigned
to the President’s detail got up that morn-
ing long before any of us. The President
was coming. They had to be ready for
anything that day.

Ticketholders for the Armory had to
arrive early, park at a distance and stand
outside in line in the cold for quite a while.
Not every ticketholder agreed with the
President’s message or with his party’s
views. Was there any trouble inside the
Armory? Any arrests? All went smoothly
because the necessary security was in
place and everyone complied with the
rules.

The big picture is that a Colin Ferguson,
a Timothy McVeigh or a Brian Nichols
might be in our midst. Perhaps watching
the terrible event unfold a week later in
Atlanta will reveal to citizens the horrify-
ing reasons why certain levels of security
are necessary.

We have many freedoms in this coun-
try. Free speech is one of them. But free-
dom is the reward when everyone follows
the rules. Everyone. Sometimes we take
for granted that our freedom comes with
some restrictions.

Thank you Mr. President, for coming
to our town.

Heidi Hylan
Westfield

Is the Purpose to Get Out the Vote,
Or Is It Political Head-Hunting?

Union County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi correctly com-
plains that some two dozen absentee ballots were fouled
up and lost by the postal service in last November’s
election. This, in effect, disenfranchised these legal vot-
ers. Conversely, she and the State Department also agree
that birth certificates from Hudson County are so fraudu-
lent that these will not be accepted by Union County as
valid proof of citizenship.

We could not agree more with these two positions.
First, all those legally entitled to vote should not be
denied, encumbered or fumbled for any reason. Yet, those
not entitled to vote should be vigorously expunged.

We believe that Congressman Robert Menendez, who
represents Hudson County, should work to clean up the
mess in his district. We hope he’s not promulgating it to
enhance his voter base. We further question why he led
demonstrators against the President by busing them into
Westfield last week. Is this also driven by a desire to build
voter base, without regard for principle or the common
good of the country?

In that United States Senator Jon Corzine is likely to
become the next Governor of New Jersey in November
because of the thunder of his enormous wealth, and where
Rep. Menendez has been spoken of as Mr. Corzine’s choice
to replace him in the Senate, we wonder where this leaves
the public. Regardless of who is registered to vote, no one
will be voting for this new Senator except Mr. Corzine.

New Jersey State Senator Nicholas Scutari (LD-22)
could not have expressed this sentiment better as published
last week in this newspaper entitled “NJ’s Election System
Is House of Lords Where Incumbents, Rich Get Elected.”

Additional maneuvering seems to be going on at the
national level where United States Senators Barbara

Boxer, (D-CA) and Hillary Clinton (D-NY) along with
Rep. Stephanie Tubbs Jones, (D-OH) banded together
recently to introduce the Count Every Vote Act. The bill
would designate Election Day as a federal holiday. It
would also permit registering to vote on Election Day and
voting that same day. It would also give felons the right to
vote. We wonder if the bill also would permit documents
from Hudson County.

Conservatives feel the bill is an attempt by liberals to
increase the amount of votes cast regardless of who is
casting them. Allegedly, there are 4.7 million felons who
cannot vote now under state laws. Maine and Vermont are
the only states that give inmates the right to vote.

We can agree that a rehabilitated felon who is a ctizen
should have voting rights restored after paying for one’s
crime; but is there rehabilitation?

The bill, endorsed by the American Correctional Asso-
ciation states, “A ban on voting after a felon is discharged
from correctional supervision (is) contradictory to the
goals of a democracy, the rehabilitation of felons and their
successful re-entry to the community.”

New Jersey houses 26,387 felons in correctional facili-
ties. Felons who are citizens and residents of New Jersey
have their right to vote reinstated after they are released
from prison and have completed their parole.

Does democracy as described in the 14th Amendment
apply to all citizens, or do states have the right to disen-
franchise the rights of felons as they see fit?

Is The Count Every Vote Act an attempt to be sympa-
thetic to the rights of felons or could it be a calculated head
hunting party to increase voter base?

This is just what we need – one more federal holiday.
Regardless, we should be sure that voters are at least citizens.

to remove the fluid and scar tissue that
built up from his surgery earlier this year.
While I did not vote for him, when he was
in office he was my president for those
eight years. And yes, if he had visited
Westfield during his tenure, it would have
been a great, great honor for our town.

Is that too difficult for the liberal elite
here in Westfield to comprehend?

Frank Arena
Westfield

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Puceron – Plant louse
2. Jugal – The cheekbone
3. Puerilism – Childishness
4. Jorum – A large bowl or vessel for

drinking

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

ILLAQUEATE
1. To crumble; scatter
2. To entrap or ensnare
3. To wobble or walk in a swaying

manner
4. To laugh loudly or too much

HOGMANAY
1. New Year’s Eve
2. An effort or endeavor
3. A harem slave
4. A heated debate or dispute

MAZER
1. A battle ax
2. A tanner of pelts or animal skins
3. A large drinking goblet or bowl
4. Spanish strap with which a saddle

girth is adjusted
FRAISCHEUR

1. Concise; brief; to the point
2. Coolness; freshness
3. A sermonizer; preacher
4. Savageness of manner; fierceness
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