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Corrections
A photo credit in the March 10

edition of The Westfield Leader of the
front-page picture President George
W. Bush’s motorcade on Grove Street
should have indicated that the photo
was actually taken by Rob Nehring.

* * * * *
A story on Page 3 of the March 3

edition of The Leader should have
indicated that Westfield Mayor Greg
McDermott has four children, Bryan,
a sophomore at William & Mary
College in Williamsburg, Va.; Maggie,
a senior at Westfield High School
(WHS); Melissa a sophomore at
WHS, and Patricia, a sixth grader at
Roosevelt Intermediate School.

* * * * *
The name of name of Catherine

Madara was misspelled in a story on the
Garwood Ladies Auxiliary published
in the March 3 edition of The Leader.

* * * * *
A story on Page 9 of the March

10 edition of The Leader/Times on
Cynthia Mendelson should have
credited Selma Kaufman for the
establishment of the district’s Cre-
ative Summer Workshops.

Forrester Edges Murphy
To Win County GOP Line

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — Doug Forrester
edged Morris County Freeholder John
Murphy, 216 to 193, on the second bal-
lot last Saturday to win the Union County
Republican organization line in the June
gubernatorial primary election.

The victory followed a 14-point lead
by Mr. Forrester, 157 to 143, over Mr.
Murphy after the first ballot. Union
County GOP convention rules require
a winner to capture at least 50 percent
of the vote plus one vote to win on the
first ballot.

Mr. Forrester, the Republican nomi-
nee for U.S. Senate in 2002, won 34
percent of the vote to Mr. Murphy’s 31
percent setting up a second ballot run-
off between the two candidates.

Bret Schundler, the GOP nominee for
Governor in 2001, finished third with 82
votes and 18 percent of the vote fol-
lowed by Washington Township (Bergen
County) Councilman Robert Schroeder,
64 tallies and 14 percent; Bergen County
Assemblyman Paul DiGaetano (R-36),
six votes and one percent, and Bogota
(Bergen County) Mayor Steve Lanagan,
who was not in attendance, four votes
and one percent. Former Bergen County
Freeholder Todd Caligre did not partici-
pate in the convention and did not re-
ceive any delegate votes.

The Schundler and Schroeder cam-
paigns asked their supporters to cast
votes for Mr. Murphy on the second
ballot.

Prior to the voting each candidate
addressed the delegates.

“Bob Torricelli is no longer in the
United States Senate. Dan Rather had
his last broadcast this week. And Jon
Corzine and the gang that brought us to
bankruptcy and shame are going down
this November,” Mr. Forrester told the
nearly 500 delegates last Saturday at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School.

“New Jersey is the most corrupt state
in the union. Jon Corzine will not change
New Jersey. Doug Forrester will,” the
candidate said.

Mr. Murphy was upbeat and encouraged
by his strong showing at the convention.

“It is what it is. I think we put up a
great fight,” Mr. Murphy said after the
final tally. “It was a great campaign. We
had a great strategy. I think our mes-
sage was good. I think our message will
stay the same.”

“Losing the convention does not mean
that the campaign ends. The Union
(County) convention is the beginning of
the campaign,” Mr. Murphy said.

In his address to delegates, Mr.
Murphy said he was running for gover-
nor “to put an end to the institution
acceptance of lying, cheating, and the
outright steeling of taxpayer money in
Trenton.” He accused the Democrats of
being “committed to the status quo.”

“I am not going to stand for the
status quo that takes care of the
politicaly connected and the special
interest groups,” said Mr. Murphy. “In
a Murphy administration, party bosses
like Ray Lesniak will not run our state
and local government.”

Mr. Schundler told delegates he be-
lieves the key issue is property tax
reform rather than state corruption. He
cited his proposed legislative amend-
ments that he said would “put spending
limits on all levels of government.” He
said “a fair share” of the savings would
be returned the municipalities, noting
that state government increased spend-
ing in 2004 by 20 percent.

“My amendments would have limited
that increase to 4 percent. The differ-
ence would have been distributed to all
school districts and municipalities,”
noting the average property tax in the

state would have dropped 12 percent.
“This is our opportunity to expand

social justice in this state,” said Mr.
Schundler.

Prior to the voting, Mr. DiGaetano,
a 16-year legislator and a former
Passaic City Councilman, said under
Republican majority legislatures in the
1990s, the GOP passed three budgets
where spending was reduced from the
previous year. He has proposed bring-
ing a Colorado law to New Jersey
whereby the state budget would be
capped at the rate of inflation plus the
increase in population. If currently
enacted, he said $3 billion would be
coming back to taxpayers this year.

He also  proposed a so-called “truth
in budgeting” plan whereby the gover-
nor would have to submit budgets that
rely on existing tax sources and not
additional taxes.

Noting his background in construc-
tion with a degree in aerospace engi-
neering from Notre Dame University,
Mr. DiGaetano said a campaign be-
tween him and Mr. Corzine would be
one of “work boots vs. Gucci loafers.”
He cited his victories in heavily Demo-
cratic areas in state and municipal
elections as proof he can beat Mr.
Corzine.

Mr. Schroeder, a firefighter and de-
fense contractor, said he is “very con-
cerned with the direction in which
New Jersey is headed.” He said taxes
in New Jersey are the highest in the
nation and corporations have paid $2
billion in additional taxes.

“CFO Magazine has rated New Jer-
sey the least desirable state to do busi-
ness in,” Mr. Schroeder said. He prom-
ised to bring businesses and jobs back
to the state.

Regarding seniors, he proposed a
plan that cuts the school portion of
property taxes in half for seniors within
five yeas. He also has a plan to lower
property taxes by 15 to 20 percent
“across the board.”

On homeland security he said he
would bring federal money back to the
state “to protect the residents of New
Jersey against the terrorists.” He would
also use these funds to hire 500 addi-
tional state troopers to replenish the
understaffed department.

Mr. Schroeder also proposed to dedi-
cate 3.4 percent of the state budget to
transportation improvements, noting
his opposition to the Democratic plan
to raise the gasoline tax to pay for road
improvements.

In addition to the gubernatorial cam-
paign, delegates unanimously endorsed
the reelection of 21st Legislative Dis-
trict Assemblymen Jon Bramnick of
Westfield and Dr. Eric Munoz of Summit.

Also, Fanwood Councilman Stuart
Kline and Patricia Quattrocchi of
Garwood were picked to run for the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders. Ms. Quattrocchi ran unsuc-
cessfully for the board last year while
Mr. Kline was a candidate in 2003.

The Republican Committee’s Nomi-
nating Committee will select candi-
dates for the third freeholder seat up
this year as well as for Union County
Clerk, and State Assembly for Districts
20 and 22. The filing deadline for the
June Primary is Monday, April 11.

On another issue, County GOP Chair-
man Phil Morin commented on the nega-
tive letters against President George W.
Bush and the Westfield Police Depart-
ment regarding the President’s visit to
town on March 4 as published in The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times last week.

“Apparently some people don’t re-
alize the November election is over,”
Mr. Morin said.
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Westfield Planning Bd. Denies
Jefferson Ave.  Subdivision

the two proposed properties.
Before the voting took place, Mr.

Boyle stated that he was not happy
about the position that the planning
board was in for this particular applica-
tion. He stated that if the board denied
the application, the builder could put
up whatever type, style or size of house
as long as it was within the zoning laws
and the board would have no say.

He stated that he was in favor of grant-
ing the application so that the board could
control what was being out up in its place.
He was particularly concerned with the
height and size of the new homes and the
materials being used.

Neighbors of the property spoke out
against the application including Joanne
Saunders who stated that she was against
the sub-division and against how Mr.
Buontempo went about applying for the
subdivision.

She stated that when receiving the cer-
tified letter of notification about the appli-
cation, it was registered under the name of
Mr. Buontempo’s relative, Francis Haddad,
of whom she did not recognize as a builder.

She noted that if she did know who was
planning the subdivision she could have
notified Mr. Buontempo’s office of her
concerns. She stated that she bought her
home in her particular area because of the
open space and did not want to see one
house torn down to make room for two
new ones.

Richard Elbert, an attorney who repre-
sented seven neighbors against the sub-
division, stated that he felt the proposal
was an example of “shoe-horning” where
builders buy a piece of property, sub-
divide it and then squeeze in two, three or
more over-sized homes for their new lots.
He noted that the two, two-story homes
were slated as measuring 38 feet high.

Another neighbor, David Seaman, who
hired Mr. Elbert, along with six other
neighbors to oppose the subdivision stated
that being asked if he wants one large
home or two smaller subdivided homes
within the lot was like being asked “would
you like to be shot or hung.”

Mr. Seaman reiterated by saying,
“Would you like to be shot by being shoe-
horned in or would you like to be hung by
having a big ugly house across the street.”

He further noted that although he knew

that the if the application was denied the
new house could not be regulated by the
planning board he had hoped that the
builder would be regulated by the market.

“I hope he (Mr. Buontempo) works
with the neighborhood,” Mr. Seaman said.

He concluded by stating that he was
aware that variances were granted to ap-
plicants with a hardship and he stated that
he found this case as having no hardships.

Members of the board voting for the
subdivision were Mr. Boyle, William
Cariste and Matt Nielsen. Members against
the subdivision included David Hall, Brian
Power, Philip Leary and Anthony
Attenasio.

In other business, Mr. Buontempo was
granted a minor subdivision at One
Kirkview Circle to create three new build-
ing lots. According to Mr. Buontempo,
one will have a Kirkview Circle address
and the other two will have a Lamberts
Mill Road address.

Neighbors to this sub-division also came
to the board meeting, but all thanked Mr.
Buontempo for working to address con-
cerns that they had.

Philip Rosen, who lives directly behind
one of the new properties, told board mem-
bers that at their request Mr. Buontempo
came to meet with many of the neighbors to
discuss drainage and buffer issues and he
felt that their was good cooperation be-
tween the developer and neighbors.

Mr. Rosen was concerned about trying
to preserve a 23-foot tree that was very
close to his backyard.

Mr. Buontempo stated that the neigh-
bors invited him to have a meeting regard-
ing the subdivision and stated that he was
happy to work with them.

While the subdivision was approved Mr.
Buontempo must still work with the town’s
engineering office for the drainage, work
with the town’s tree preservation committee
and must go through the Site Plan Review
Committee for the new houses.

Finally, variances were granted to
the Carido Group LLC, 132-144 East
Broad Street to put in a walk-in cooler
for a new business called “Jersey Mike’s
Subs” and to replace a roof over the
back of the store and rebuild stairs
leading to the second floor apartments.
The new business will replace Greco’s
Coffee shop.

training, in service days, and various insur-
ance items need to be agreed on, as well.

Westfield has five collective bargaining
units, whose contracts have staggered
expiration dates. These units consist of
teachers, secretaries, administrators (i.e.
principals, department heads, and super-
visors), custodians and paraprofessionals
(i.e. teacher’s aids).
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Contracts

Ballot Positions Arranged
For School Bd. Candidates

WESTFIELD — Ballot positions
have been randomly selected for candi-
dates for the 2005-2006 Westfield Board
of Education.

Board Secretary Robert Berman an-
nounced that the ballot order, which will
appear at the voting booths on Tuesday,
April 19, is: Alice C. Hunnicutt, Gary
McCready, Steven Dorry, William Ziff
and Ann Ormsby Cary.

There are three seats up for election
on April 19: Arlene Gardner’s, Ms.

Hunnicutt’s and Mr. Ziff’s. Ms. Gardner
has announced that she will not seek
another term, while Ms. Hunnicutt and
Mr. Ziff are seeking another term on the
board.

Newcomers Ms. Ormsby Cary, Mr.
Dorry and Mr. McCready also filed peti-
tions to be considered for the public office.

The April 19 election, which will be
held from 2 to 9 p.m. at regular polling
places, will also include the school bud-
get for 2005-2006.
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Bramnick

Planning Bd. Approves
Glen Ave. Subdivision

By KIM BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Westfield Planning
Board members unanimously voted last
Thursday to approve an application from
D. Villane Construction that would subdi-
vide a property at 621 Glen Avenue.

On March 10, members of the board
met to hear testimony from the applicant
on the two-lot subdivision.

Before the meeting, John Schmidt, who
was legally representing neighbors ini-
tially opposed to the subdivision, asked to
speak with the applicant and his attorney,
Robert Kraus.

In a closed-door session, the two parties
were able to come to an understanding that
the house that currently occupies 621 Glen
Avenue would remain as it is in the first lot
and that the new house for the second lot
would be altered slightly to meet the needs
of the neighbors.

During testimony, Donald Villane said
that the new house slated for the second lot
would be altered to meet the needs of the
neighbors by having the garage constructed
on the left side of the house instead of the
right, as originally planned.

He also stated that the house would be
an English Tutor constructed with brick
and stucco and that the roof would be high
pitched with timberline shingles. He also
noted that upon the request of board mem-
bers, there would be no vinyl siding used.
He said he would agree not to put in a
doublewide driveway as requested by board
member, Robert Newell.

Also testifying were James Watson, an
engineer and surveyor, who noted that the

new two-story stucco dwelling would need
relief from a 10-foot side-yard ordinance
as well as relief from a 10-foot setback
ordinance.

He also pointed out that out of 32 other
lots within the immediate area, 25 or 78
percent had one side-yard violation and
seven or 22 percent had two side-yard
violations.

Peter Steck, a professional planner, also
testified and stated that the new Tudor
home planned for the new lot would fit into
the style of the neighborhood as he had
found that Tutor homes were predominant
within the area.

Conditions for the granted subdivision
were to submit drawing and renderings for
the new house to the Architectural Review
Board, have the driveway for the new
home flipped from the right to the left,
have a 12-foot wide entrance to the drive-
way and protect the two trees that were
originally planned to have been removed.

Members of the board voting for the
subdivision included Jay Boyle, William
Cariste, Philip Leary, David Hall, William
Ziff and Mr. Newell.

Meetings Scheduled
On Traffic Hot Spots

WESTFIELD — The town’s Citi-
zens Traffic Advisory Committee and
the Town Council’s Public Safety,
Transportation & Parking Committee
have scheduled two outreach meet-
ings regarding a safety improvement
plan for eight designated traffic hot
spots in town.

On Monday, March 21, Woodland
Avenue, the McKinley Elementary
School area, and the Central Avenue
and Clover Street intersection and
Ayliffe Avenue will be discussed.

On Wednesday, March 23, com-
ments will be heard on Tuttle Parkway
and North Avenue, the Franklin El-
ementary School area, and the
Lawrence and East Dudley Avenue
and Walnut Street intersections.

Both meetings will be held at 7 p.m.
in the Community Room of the Mu-
nicipal Building.

“Remedying the problems associated
with high property taxes is a legislative
responsibility,” the resolution states.

Noting the quick tabling of his resolution,
Mr. Bramnick said, “In essence they (Demo-
crats) don’t want any discussion” on prop-
erty tax reform on the floor of the Assembly.

Assemblyman Bramnick said his resolu-
tion was a “direct reaction” to the Constitu-
tion Convention Democrats have approved.

He said the special session would en-
able Assembly members to vote “up or
down” the many proposals to reform the
property tax system.

however, that traffic lights would create
problems with traffic flow and cause neigh-
borhoods to lose their residential charac-
ter, and most agreed that drivers hurrying
to reach their destinations would ignore
speed limit postings and flashing yellow
lights.

An additional complicating factor, as
noted by Mr. Meth, is that the New Jersey
Department of Transportation has highly
stringent criteria regarding where four-
way stop signs can be placed.

One of the more popular proposed strat-
egies for forcing vehicles to slow down
involved the use of extended-length speed
bumps, like those already in place on
Rahway Avenue. Furthermore, there was
widespread agreement that strict police
enforcement of speed limits would be criti-
cal in making problem intersections safer.

First Ward residents also linked danger-
ous intersections to obstructed views caused
by trees and shrubs on street corners and by
cars parked too close to intersections.

In response to these concerns, Council-
man Echausse stated that the town has the
right to remove any greenery that might
obstruct a motorist’s view of the road, and
other residents suggested that parking re-
strictions could be instituted to prevent
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Traffic Safety Issues Addressed
By First Ward Citizens, Leaders

parked cars from blocking drivers’ sight
lines at intersections.

Aside from the general problems of
speeding and obstructed views, residents
identified traffic congestion during drop-
off and pick-up hours and illegal parking
as issues specific to the immediate vicinity
of the Franklin School.

Measures aimed at encouraging students
to walk to and from school were proposed
as a solution to the former issue, and stricter
enforcement of parking regulations was
suggested as a solution to the latter.

Overall, these suggestions seemed con-
sistent with the philosophy trumpeted by
Councilmen Caruana and Echausse
throughout the meeting — specifically,
that dramatic changes in the mindsets of
drivers, pedestrians, and other residents
were necessary, and that these changes
could be brought about through, in the
words of Councilman Echausse, “educa-
tion, engineering, and enforcement.”

The input from Tuesday’s special safety
meeting will be presented at the next coun-
cil meeting, and further down the road, the
town intends to have Mr. Meth take citi-
zens’ input into account in drawing up a
formal plan for making Westfield’s prob-
lem intersections safer.
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Proponents, Opponents of Visit
By President Address Council

said he “was quite thrilled to see the
President of the United States come
here.” If the event was more of an open
public event, “it could been disaster,” he
said, “and we would have had the Presi-
dent up there in a glass cage with people
yelling and throwing things at him.”

Laura Nolan of Edgar Road said some
protestors “did become quite unruly; al-
most violent in a sense.” Yet police were
patient, giving multiple warnings to dem-
onstrators whom she observed spitting
and throwing snowballs at police officers.

Second Ward Councilman Mark
Ciarrocca said the President’s visit was
“a day to be proud of” for Westfield’s
employees who assisted in the public’s
safety that day.

Mayor Greg McDermott added that

the FBI, the White House and Secret
Police all were responsible for the overall
control of the President’s event so the
town was “allowed to enjoy this day.”

In other business, the council approved
salaries for town officials and employees.
Among the salaries are Town Attorney
Robert Cockren, $57,783, an increase from
$55,561; Municipal Judge Brenda Coppola
Cuba, $46,800, up from $45,000; Munici-
pal Prosecutor Christine Nugent $29,100,
an increase from $28,000, and Public
Defender Christopher Canada, $14,000.

Salary ranges, which remained the same
from last year, were also approved for
municipal staff including Town Adminis-
trator Jim Gildea, $81,120 to $125,738;
Town Engineer Ken Marsh, $75,712 to
$115,000; Police Chief Bernard Tracy,
$70,304 to $107,800; Fire Chief Dan Kelly,
$70,304 to $107,800; Parking Director
and Management Specialist John Mor-
gan, $65,000 to $80,000, and Town Clerk
Claire Gray, $45,598 to $76,600.
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Wildlife
over the district,” the mayor said refer-
ring to the sinkholes left behind when
roads are torn up in order to access
utilities.

“I am willing to put up a bond,” Mr.
Madden told the council confirming that
he would repair the street to its original
condition. He explained that there is
new technology that heats up surround-
ing asphalt blending a patch to the ex-
tent that it is unnoticeable.

“Put it in writing,” Mayor Viglianti
concluded. “You will put up a healthy
bond and it will be airtight.”

Resident Mark McManus addressed
the council on Mr. Madden’s behalf,
questioning whether or not the ordi-
nance was passed based on the permit
request.

Mayor Viglianti confirmed that Mr.
McManus was a plumbing contractor
and questioned him on his interest, ask-
ing if he would be the plumbing con-
tractor involved in the project.

Mr. McManus stated that he was
merely there as a friend of Mr. Madden.
In return, he asked the council if anyone
had bid on the property in question.

Councilman Keith Turner said that he
indeed bid on it.

An ordinance was also passed requir-
ing contractors to be registered and li-
censed in the borough before they will
be issued a permit.

“One of the things we have had hap-
pen is contractors coming in and taking
advantage of residents,” Mayor Viglianti
said. “While this will not protect all
residents on all instances, in essence it is
an attempt to try and protect the home-
owner.” The ordinance does not include
homeowners doing the work themselves.

Stewart Weiss of Edison asked the
council to consider a resolution prohibit-
ing the Morristown & Erie Railway, Inc
from installing cuts across local roads
such as Route 22 stating that
Mountainside residents will experience
major gridlock if allowed.

“If it (the area) becomes part of inter-
state commerce you won’t be able to do
a damn thing about it,” he said.

In other news, the governing body
passed resolutions approving temporary
budget appropriations, tax appeals and
the recycling tonnage grant, which will
be submitted to the state in April.


