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Westfield Planning Board Denies
Jefferson Avenue  Subdivision
By KIM BROADWELL

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — In a four to three
vote, members of the town’s Planning
Board denied a subdivision on 315
Jefferson Avenue, during their monthly
meeting held March 7.

The application, submitted from
Francis Haddad, who works for his
brother-in-law, Joseph Buontempo,
was to create a minor subdivision
after demolishing an existing house
on the property.

Neighbors of the property opposed
to the plan spoke out against the appli-

cation while others hired local counsel
to fight the proposed sub-division.

It was also noted that the same
property was denied a subdivision in
1997 by the board with the only dif-
ference being that the first applica-
tion did not include demolishing the
existing house.

During testimony, Mr. Buontempo
stated that if the application was de-
nied he could not guarantee that he
would not build a much larger home
on the existing lot than what was
proposed in the subdivision.

“I think building two small cot-

tages in this area makes more sense
than putting up one large home,” stated
Mr. Buontempo. “The Wychwood
area has a New England style to it.”

Planning Board Chairman Jay
Boyle asked Mr. Buontempo if he did
indeed plan to put up one large home
if the application was denied to which
he was answered “yes.” Mr. Boyle
then remarked “so much for the New
England style feel.”

Mr. Buontempo testified that he
wanted to maintain the character of
the neighborhood and help the neigh-
borhood by making this one over-
sized lot more in line with the other
pieces of property. He then submitted
into evidence a study of 35 houses in
the immediate area that he felt were
approximately the same sized lots as
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WATER, WATER EVERYWHERE…A water main break on East Broad Street
Monday night closed the thoroughfare diverting cars and causing traffic jams
throughout the area.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader

TRACTOR TRAILER TROUBLE…An 18-wheeler carrying pallets overturned on Springfield Avenue in Westfield last
Wednesday morning during the height of rush-hour delaying traffic for hours. No injuries were reported.
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SCHOOL BOARD TO RATIFY AGREEMENT ON MAR. 29

BOE, WEA Reach Accord
On New Three-Year Pact

By ANNA GITHENS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — After three months
of negotiations, the Westfield Educa-
tion Association (WEA) and the Board
of Education reached an agreement last
week on a new three-year contract.

The school board is scheduled to

vote to approve the contract on Tues-
day, March 29. The WEA is expected
to vote to ratify the agreement some-
time prior to this date.

Once ratified, the effective date of
the new contract will be Friday, July 1.

Board Secretary and Business Ad-
ministrator Robert Berman said nego-

tiations between the board and WEA
have gone smoothly over the years.

“We certainly have a very good
working relationship; them with us,
us with them,” he said.

The WEA represents close to 500
teachers nurses, librarians, guidance
counselors, social workers and school
psychologists.

The previous contract, which be-
came effective July 1, 2002, had a
starting salary for teachers of $44,831.

School/Community Relations Co-
ordinator Lorre Korecky said she
“cannot comment (on the percentage
increases) because the members
themselves have not voted on it yet”
to ratify the contract.

Under the previous contract, from
2002 through 2005, the percent in-
creases were 3.9, 3.9, and 4 percent
respectively.

Negotiations went well, according to
the Board of Education President Anne
Riegel, who explained that once an
agreement is reached the board would
disclose the details of the new contract.

“We’ve had a good relationship
with this association and we value
our teachers,” said Mrs. Riegel. She
also expressed that it is not appropri-
ate to comment on the negotiations at
this point in time but explained some
of the standard terms of the contract.

Mrs. Riegel explained that it is
important to look at what some of the
other districts are agreeing to in terms
of salary levels.

“That’s been a conscious decision
on Westfield’s part. When you’re com-
peting for good teachers, that is im-
portant,” she said.

There are also different bargaining
items involved in the contract. These
items, such as number of days for staff

Bramnick Proposes
Session on Prop. Taxes

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

TRENTON — State Assemblyman
Jon Bramnick’s effort for a special
session of the State Legislation to dis-
cuss property tax reform was defeated
this week with the quick tabling mo-
tion by Assembly Democrats.

Assemblyman Bramnick (R-21)
told  The Westfield Leader that his
“hostile floor motion” was an alter-
native to the property tax convention
that will take place next year.

He said there are many property
tax pieces of legislation they have
been introduced in the Legislature.
He said he would like to have a spe-
cial session of the Assembly whereby
members could “come to some con-
sensus” on where to go on the issue.

“I don’t understand why it (prop-
erty tax reform) is not being debated
on the floor of the Legislature,” As-
semblyman Bramnick said.

His motion, Assembly Substitute
for Assembly Resolution No. 245,
was defeated along party lines, al-
though a few Democrat Assembly

members in vulner-
able legislative dis-

tricts supported the
measure, As-
s e m b l y m a n

Bramnick said.
“The current system of property

taxation has placed an enormous bur-
den on the residents of this state,” the
resolution states. “This system is un-
fair because it is not based upon abil-
ity to pay and is applied in an inequi-
table and non-uniform manner.”

MAKING A POINT...First Ward Councilman Sal Caruana discusses proposed
traffic improvements to the area during a special meeting held at Franklin
Elementary School in Westfield on Tuesday night.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader

Traffic Safety Concerns Brought
To Forefront at Franklin Meeting

By DAVID DANESE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Of the eight loca-
tions designated by the town as dan-
gerous traffic “hot spots” requiring
immediate attention, five are found in
the town’s first ward.

Based on the opinions of the ap-
proximately 40 first ward residents
attending a special traffic safety meet-
ing on Tuesday night at Franklin El-
ementary School, it would seem that
these designations are well deserved.

The goals of the meeting, which

was hosted by First Ward Town Coun-
cil representatives Sal Caruana and
Peter Echausse, were to solicit ac-
counts of residents’ own experiences
at these problem locations and to
gather suggestions for making these
spots safer without creating new traf-
fic flow problems.

Councilmen Caruana and Echausse
were joined by traffic consultant Gor-
don Meth, Westfield Police Detective
Lisa Perrotta of the Traffic Safety
Bureau, and volunteer citizens Bill
Kelly and John Wilson.

While the meeting focused prima-
rily on problems in the immediate
area around the Franklin School, a
number of common themes emerged
from discussions of this and the other
four hot spots, which include the in-
tersections of Prospect Street and
Dudley Avenue, Lawrence and
Dudley Avenues, Tuttle Parkway and
North Avenue, and Lawrence Avenue
and Walnut Street.

The problem most commonly cited
by attendees was that of cars — typi-
cally driven by commuters attempt-

ing to cut through town via smaller,
more residential roads — traveling at
excessive speeds.

Councilman Caruana stated that
speeding cars have rendered the cross-
walks at the intersection of Lawrence
and Dudley Avenues “basically non-
functional for kids,” and residents

felt that the problem extended even
beyond the designated hot spots, with
one claiming that cars on Prospect
Avenue treat the stop sign at the inter-
section of Prospect and Brightwood
Avenues as if it were “almost nonex-
istent.”

Attendees proposed a variety of
solutions for dealing with speeding
motorists. Among these were direct
measures, such as the installation of
new traffic lights and four-way stop
signs at various points along Dudley,
Lawrence, and North Avenues, and
less dramatic steps, such as more
frequent posting of speed limit signs
and placement of flashing yellow
lights at problem intersections.

Some residents were concerned,

Proponents, Opponents of Visit
By President Address Council

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Proponents and
opponents of President George W.
Bush’s visit to Westfield on March 4
expressed their views on how the event
was handled by the town at Tuesday
night’s Town Council meeting.

Richard Delnino of Mountain Av-
enue said he found it “disgraceful that
the town held a swiftly staged and
managed event on the taxpayers dollar
that did not allow any dissent” of those
opposed to the President’s plan for
private Social Security accounts.

“Essentially it was mostly propa-
ganda for the President of the United
States of America which was paid for
by all the taxpayers,” he said.

“It was a dark day in Westfield’s
history to have a President of the United
States come here and give us his side
of the story” without allowing oppos-
ing views at the event, said Mr. Delnino.

Adam Ginsburg of Prospect Street,
who attended the protests, said that at
the beginning of the rally near the Lord
& Taylor at North Avenue and Clark
Street, Police Chief Bernard Tracy
yelled at demonstration organizers from
New Jersey Citizens for Action to move
their flatbed truck that was to being
used as a stage by speakers.

“I think in my opinion (Chief Tracy)
went a little over the top as far as his
rage in moving the vehicle,” said Mr.
Ginsburg.

He said persons attending the
President’s event were given “red
carpet” treatment while demonstra-
tors “were treated as though we were
terrorists.” He said the heavy pres-
ence of police including an S.W.A.T.
team “made the situation very tense.”

“Thank God the protestors were
peaceful,” he added.

“Personally as a citizen I was of-
fended at the way we were treated,”
Mr. Ginsburg said.

Village Green resident Linda
McDermott called the President’s visit
the “happiest day” of her life and “a
day of honor and pride” for Westfield.

“If the police maintained law and
order, well that’s just fine,” she said.

Will Engler of Coleman Place said
the town has a “civic responsibility”
to host public officials “commenced
with their station in office.”

“I think it was probably the great-
est day in the history of Westfield to
host the President of the United
States,” said Mr. Engler.

Frank Quinn of St. Marks Avenue

Boro. Council Okays
Ordinance Banning
Feeding of Wildlife

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Borough
Council passed an ordinance prohibit-
ing the feeding of wildlife during its
Tuesday night agenda  meeting.

“I would like to say I take this
ordinance not to be anti-wildlife. It is
a prohibition of the feeding of ani-
mals by residents,” said Mayor Rob-
ert Viglianti, confirming that the or-
dinance does not include birds.

Resident Joan Sandles questioned
the council on the ordinance’s ver-
biage pertaining to the feeding of birds.

“We are asking in good conscience
to make a short correction stating that
birdfeeders should be high enough (so
they are inaccessible to the deer),” Mrs.
Sandles said. She feels the ordinance is
vague regarding the feeding of birds
and believes residents may continue to
“throw bread out their back door.”

She also questioned the council on
actions that would be taken if residents
continue to feed wildlife in a manner
inconsistent with the ordinance.

“If there are two complaints against
a  feeder  they will have to go to court,”
Borough Attorney John Post said.

Councilman Robert Meissler dis-
agreed with the ordinance asking, “Are
we going to go to far and say we don’t
want to have animals in the town?”

“This is basically to keep the deer
from the yards. This ordinance is a
beginning. It can always be amended,”
Mayor Viglianti concluded.

When the ordinance was put to
vote, Councilman Meissler voted
against it.

At the public participation portion
of the meeting, Joseph Madden ques-
tioned the council on the denial of a
road-opening permit he submitted
stating, “there was no documentation

for the denial of this application.”
Mr. Madden purchased the prop-

erty at 275 Bridle Path with the inten-
tion of tearing it down and rebuild-
ing. When he applied for a road-
opening permit to access utilities lo-
cated under the street, according to
Mr. Madden, he was denied.

“The reason he was not issued the
road-opening permit was because it
was repaved in December 2004 as
part of a capital project to pave streets
in town requiring attention,” Mr. Post
told the mayor.

Mayor Viglianti said the borough
has a policy not permitting holes to be
made in streets paved within the last
five years.

“It was not in writing but it was just
the policy of the governing body,” he
said, adding that Mountainside fol-
lows Department of Transportation
standards.

“I can show you 900 gravesites all

Zoning Board to Hear
Cell Tower Application

WESTFIELD — The
Westfield Board of Adjustment
will hold a special meeting at
7:30 p.m. on Thursday, March
24, to hear an application by New
Cingular Wireless PCS to build
an 85-foot high flagpole at
Wychwood Gardens located at
1400 East Broad Street. A similiar
application is pending regarding
a cell tower on South Ave.

Cingular, which seeks to place 12
telecommunications antennas on the
pole, has applied for use, height and
bulk variances as well preliminary
and final site plan approval.


