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POPCORN™

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent
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Get Outta
The House

By CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Through July 24, the 10th An-10th An-10th An-10th An-10th An-
nual Nnual Nnual Nnual Nnual Neeeeew Jw Jw Jw Jw Jersey Iersey Iersey Iersey Iersey Internationalnternationalnternationalnternationalnternational
FFFFFilm Film Film Film Film Festivestivestivestivestivalalalalal is featuring screen-
ings of independent, classic, inter-
national, and experimental films and
videos, as well as film/video work-
shops, visiting directors and the din-
ner and a movie series. For a com-
plete schedule, directions, and ad-
mission fees, call (732) 932-8482 or
visit http://www.njfilmfest.com/.

* * * * * * *
The CThe CThe CThe CThe Cyyyyycle Mcle Mcle Mcle Mcle Messenger essenger essenger essenger essenger WWWWWorldorldorldorldorld

Championships 2005Championships 2005Championships 2005Championships 2005Championships 2005 are coming
to New York and New Jersey this
weekend, from Thursday, June 30
through Monday, July 4. The main
race with 200 bikers takes place in
Jersey City on July 3, when couriers-
on-wheels from all over the globe
show off their skills. There are many
other competitions, activities, and
demonstrations throughout the four-
day event. For details, visit http://
www.nybma.com/cmwc2005/.

* * * * * * *
For fireworks fans, there are plenty

of choices this IIIIIndependence Dndependence Dndependence Dndependence Dndependence Dayayayayay.
Among the most popular are: Red
Bank, Long Branch, Seaside
Heights, Caldwell, Little Falls,
Barnegat, East Brunswick, and
Lavalette. More towns are getting in
on the festivities, so watch for local
announcements where you live.

* * * * * * *
On Independence Day, you might

want to check out the Solar Folar Folar Folar Folar Fiririririre-e-e-e-e-
worworworworworksksksksks exhibit at the Newark Mu-
seum. This family-friendly exhibit fea-
tures basic solar facts, a scale model,
hands-on demonstrations, informa-
tion on the sun’s structure and com-
position, images and movies of the
incredible features visible on its sur-
face, and the effect of solar activity on
the Earth. The exhibit is free with
museum admission, and will be there
through April 6, 2006. For more in-
formation, visit http://
www.newarkmuseum.org/pages/
toc2.html.

* * * * * * *
GGGGGrrrrrounds for Sculpturounds for Sculpturounds for Sculpturounds for Sculpturounds for Sculptureeeee     in Hamilton

is a serious place for art lovers. Right now,
internationally acclaimed sculptor
Patrick Dougherty is in the midst of a
nine-week residency, creating exciting
site-specific sculptures of monumental
scale. TTTTTwisted Logicwisted Logicwisted Logicwisted Logicwisted Logic is made by weaving
tree saplings into large organic construc-
tions with the help of volunteers from
the community. Admission is $5, which
includes the permanent collection on
the 35-acre grounds. For directions or
hours, call (609) 586-0616 or visit http:/
/www.groundsforsculpture.org/
park.htm.

* * * * * * *
MMMMMiss Siss Siss Siss Siss Saigonaigonaigonaigonaigon will be presented

outdoors at Roosevelt Park’s PPPPPlays-lays-lays-lays-lays-
in-the-Pin-the-Pin-the-Pin-the-Pin-the-Pararararark k k k k in Edison through July
9. This classic love story is an update
of Puccini’s MMMMMadame Badame Badame Badame Badame Butterutterutterutterutterflyflyflyflyfly, set
during the time of the Vietnam
War. There’s a show every night at
8:30 p.m., except on Sundays and
on July 4. The park is adjacent to the
Menlo Park Mall, near Routes 1 and
27. Bring a low-backed lawn chair
or blanket. Tickets are available be-
ginning at 5:30 p.m. on the day of
the performance. Most questions
are answered at http://
w w w. p l a y s i n t h e p a r k . c o m /
faqs.html, or you may call the park
office at (732) 548-2884.

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
2 & 1/2 popcorns

This isn’t your father’s Batman. It’s
more like the Goth neighbor kid’s
Batman. Certainly the darkest, most
meditative of the brood, director
Christopher Nolan’s take on the
hooded hero is more often intriguing
than entertaining.

In “Batman Begins,” wherein we
are told the lore from inception
through coming out of Gotham’s caped
crusader, the dedication to style and
technique translates decidedly noir.
It’s as if the filmmaker wished to grimly
impress that saving the planet from its
evils is first and foremost a harsh busi-
ness.

Purists could make a case for the
director’s vision. When artist Bob
Kane’s now famed comic book char-
acter made his debut, the Depression
was still very much a reality. It was
Batman’s job to save the day, symboli-
cally at least. It’s a cornerstone in this
tale. A very well advantaged Bruce
Wayne is repeatedly told to what great
lengths his patrician Dad went during
the Depression in his noblesse oblige
attempts to alleviate suffering.

Of course it’s difficult to reconcile
our timeline with Gotham’s. Its chro-
nology doesn’t run exactly parallel with
ours. You’d think a previous genera-
tion Ford Taurus one detective drives
would give it away. But then the futur-
istic elevated train system throws us a
curve. In other words, it’s just a place
in time, and a troubled one at that.  

Crime is rampant; moral decay has
set in. And whether or not you agree
that its message is apt to our own
plight, the fictional legend’s emotional
roots can certainly be felt.

One story has it that director Nolan
treated his entire cast to a screening of
“Blade Runner” (1982) before pro-
ceeding, informing that this was the
look and feel he wished to achieve. If
such is the case, he has succeeded.

This Gotham is a lonely, dank place.
Few scenes show the sun shining. A
sense of alienation pervades. Civiliza-
tion has been steamrollered by its own
devices, and fraternity outwitted by
corruption. 

In other words, the current crisis
may not be economic, as in The Great
Depression. But the wickedness that
comes with a disregard for democracy,
justice and charity sure is depressing.
This calls for a superhero.

Flashbacks and fast-forwards docu-
ment the making of such a being, and
introduce us to the first in a series of
rather superb supporting perfor-
mances. It’s Liam Neeson as Ducard,
a paradoxical mentor with a rather
controversial view of current events.

Bruce meets the authoritarian mas-
ter while testing himself against the
cruelties of the local penal system in
the mountainous wilds of what seems
to be Outer Mongolia. Apparently, a
half hour or so each day on the tread-
mill won’t prepare one for a career in
super heroics. The scenery is
haunting…and again, isolating.

His self-imposed, ascetic travail
complete, Bruce Wayne, portrayed
well for this film’s purposes by Chris-
tian Bale, returns to the scene of the
crime with all sorts of psychological
baggage. By this time we’ve been ap-
prised of how the young heir to the
Wayne fortune witnessed the murder
of his Mumsy and Pops at the hands of
a desperate drifter.

Once the savior-to-be reestablishes
himself within the luxurious confines
of Wayne Manor, we meet another of
the film’s fine supporting performers.
Providing the comedy relief in a moody
film that certainly needs it from time
to time is Michael Caine as Alfred, the
faithful retainer and father figure.

The humorous and all-wise butler
is also the young man’s cultural advi-
sor. Single-mindedly driven by his
goal to put things right, Mr. Wayne is
like the dedicated do-gooder who isn’t
very successful in one-to-one relation-
ships, his mind always on the bigger

picture.
But Alfred won’t have it…at least

not all of it. He’s more than willing to
aid and abet his charge’s campaign
against evil, but only if the young
master also takes his rightful place in
the social order. Tradition, you know.

Bruce begrudgingly agrees, which
means throwing a lot of posh parties
populated with guests named Todd
and Bunny. You know the sort…they
show up in their Lamborghinis. It’s
not much to put up with if you really
want to save humankind.

Which brings us to yet another peer-
less supportive stint. It’s Morgan Free-
man as the invaluable Lucius Fox,
tech geek supreme at Wayne Indus-
tries. He’s a good guy, so naturally he’s
fallen out of favor with Earle (Rutger
Hauer), the smile-in-your face, back-
stabbing CEO out to grab all the
marbles for himself. Well, we’ll just
see about that.

Relegated to a forgotten corner of
the plant, Freeman’s curator of things
cutting edge is left to his own devices.
It’s kind of cozy down there, a veri-
table warehouse of great inventions
just waiting to be used for man’s good.
Bruce visits often. There’s the Kevlar
suit, the mask, all the fancy grappling
hooks.

And then, of course, there is the
Batmobile, the ultimate SUV, the
road-raging driver’s dream come true.
Careen through, over or around any-
thing without regard to propriety or
consequences. The chase scenes, obvi-
ously inspired by our local highways,
are scintillating. In fact, unlike the
typical special effects-laden products
regularly paraded before us at the
Cineplex, the excitement here is quite
compelling.

Also a welcome departure from the
usual fare, “Batman Begins” is loaded
with contemplation, complexity and
gray areas. The film rhetorically asks:
Should we forgive Mr. and Mrs.
Wayne’s murderer, a victim of society’s
ills? Is it really necessary for Bruce to
rejoin his old crowd? What does it
matter as long as he serves his pur-
pose? And then Liam Neeson’s self-
appointed guardian of the
commonweal really lowers the ethical
boom by completely throwing into
question what the world needs now.
No details…but you’ll see.

Less important and more in line
with the film’s perfunctory assets is
Katie Holmes as Rachel Dawes, the
childhood friend who grows up to be
prosecuting attorney, moral conscience
and love interest, in that order. Too
bad it doesn’t work.

Granted, Nolan, whose otherwise stel-
lar judgment amazed us with something
as wildly creative as “Memento” (2000),
had something in mind. The film is
dark, so the gal is appropriately somber,
and there isn’t much of a love story. But
he’s wrong. In several noirish classics,
Bogart’s characters were involved in some
awfully serious derring-do. Still, there
was room for romance, room for Lauren
Bacall, a bright spot amidst the over-
whelming odds against happiness.

Commendably, Nolan didn’t want
to roll out the usual formula. But in so
strenuously trying the opposite, in
doggedly scouring for altruistic pre-
cepts, he has overly associated himself
with his enigmatic title character.

On one level, “Batman Begins” is
quite a piece of filmmaking. Unfortu-
nately, it reminds of the surgeon who
informs that the operation was suc-
cessful but the patient died.

Artistic relevance isn’t always
enough to recommend a movie. Per-
haps one more philosophy course back
in college would have done it for this
thirty-four-year-old wunderkind. The
one where you learn that truth is beauty,
no darkness.

* * * * * * * * * * * * *
   “Batman Begins,” rated PG-13, is a
Warner Bros. release directed by Chris-
topher Nolan and stars Christian Bale,
Michael Caine and Katie Holmes.
Running time: 141 minutes.
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 WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Community Band, under the direc-
tion of Dr. Thomas Connors, contin-
ues to serenade the citizens of Westfield
and the surrounding towns as part of
their 93rd season of summer concerts
in Mindowaskin Park on Thursday,
July 7 at 7:30 p.m.   

The concert brings musical selec-
tions from several time periods and
genres within musical history.  A fea-
tured selection for the evening is
“Koncertni Predehra” by noted Czech
composer Jundith Pravecek (1999-
2000).  This selection was the last work
for band composed by Pravecek and
takes place in the form of an overture
with short solos in the middle section
from the flute and trumpet. 

A more familiar feature to many
concertgoers will be the “Overture to
‘Candide.’”  History has credited
Francois-Marie Arouet de Voltaire as
being the most influential crusader of the
18th century Age of Enlightenment, with
his best-known work being the satirical
short story, Candide (1759).  Through
the story of Candide, Voltaire demon-
strated the injustices of life and mistrust
that we should all have for authority, be
it in government or otherwise. 

The events of McCarthyism in the
1950s led playwright Lillian Hellman
and composer Leonard Bernstein to
recreate Candide for the Broadway stage

in 1956.  Although the musical had a
short life on Broadway, the overture
continues to be very popular.

Additional selections for the evening
include “Handel in the Strand” by
Percy Grainer, “Highlights from
‘Camelot’” by Frederick Loewe, and
“Belle of the Ball” by Leroy Ander-
son. 

The band will continue their con-
cert season on July 14  and 21, followed
by the Westfield Community Swing
Band, “Nostalgia” on July 28.

The event is free to the public; audi-
ence members are encouraged to bring
blankets or chairs.  In the event of
inclement weather, the concert will be
held in the Presbyterian Church on the
corner of East Broad Street and Moun-
tain Avenue.

The Westfield Community Band
is sponsored by the Westfield Recre-
ation Department. For further infor-
mation, please contact (908) 789-
4080 or go to the band’s website at
westfieldcommunityband.com.
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WESTFIELD -- Some were giggly
and others were serious, but all of the
Westfield teenagers who came to
Westfield Memorial Library on Friday
to interview for an appearance on the
MTV hit series, “MADE,” admitted
to being at least a little nervous. 

“MADE” is a show about making
dreams come true.  Those chosen must
have a goal, be willing to overcome
obstacles, and, with a little help from
MTV, promise to work towards achiev-
ing their goal.  

Leanne Cecchini, MTV’s casting
assistant for “MADE,” visited Westfield
Memorial Library at the invitation of
Kathy Muhm, Children’s Librarian. 
“The library wants to increase its ser-
vices to teens,” Ms. Muhm explained. 

After completing their interviews
with Ms. Cecchini, Ms. Muhm asked
the teens to fill out a survey that will
assist the library in determining how to
better serve their needs. One of the
ideas Ms. Muhm would like to pro-
mote is an online reading club specific
for teens, and she sought the opinions
of the young contestants.

As for their “MADE” interviews, the
teens waiting on line brought with
them a variety of goals, which they
hoped would fit the requirements of
the television show.  Danielle Soback,

a tenth grader at Westfield High School
would like “MADE” to select her so
that she could learn to dance.  “I don’t
have an after-school activity at the
present time,” she said, adding that
learning to dance would help her in-
crease her self-confidence.

Melissa Virzi is hoping “MADE”
will agree to help her achieve her goal
of acting her age of 15.  “All I do is
watch cartoons.  I’ve never been to a
party or a concert.  I also act and speak
like a child,” explained the Westfield
High student.

Molly Hudelson, a freshman at New-
ark Academy this September, wants to
learn how to write songs and music,
and she is willing to let the crew of
“MADE” come up with a plan to turn
her into a songwriter and musician.

It will be several weeks before the
Westfield teens learn whether or not
they have been accepted to appear on
“MADE.” And then, who knows?  We
might just be seeing some familiar
Westfield faces on MTV.
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WESTFIELD -- Seven young violin
students from The Music Studio, a
division of the non-profit New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts (NJWA), par-
ticipated in the Annual New York Re-
gional Suzuki Festival on June 12.
Sponsored by The School for Strings at
the Manhattan School of Music, the
performance of the NJWA students
was arranged by Dr. Ted Schlosberg,
NJWA founder and executive director,

who is an alumnus of The School for
Strings.

The following students, residents of
Union, Essex and Middlesex counties,
showed expertise in Book I: Brandon
Eng, 10; Michael Anand, 6; Charlie
Butrico, 9; Aiden Ahamparam, 8, and
Sabrina Ahamparam, 9.

Hugo Demps,  9, showed proficiency
in Book II, while Evan Pasternak, 7,
showed skill in Book III.

The Annual New York Regional
Suzuki Festival gives students an op-
portunity to display the skills they have
learned by following the methods of
Shinichi Suzuki, the world-renowned
violin pedagogue, who believed that
young children can learn to play an
instrument before they can learn to
read.  In this method, musical ability is
developed first through listening and
imitation, and then through reading as
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Alison Bennett, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. John Bennett of Westfield,
was named to the Dean’s List at
Northwestern University for the
Spring 2005 quarter, achieving a
minimum 3.75 grade point aver-
age.  Alison, a 2003 graduate of
Westfield High School, is majoring
in Communication Studies.

More Education News
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