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SPFHS Class of ‘05 Prepares
To Face Challenges Ahead

By DAVID RIGGS
Specially Written for The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPFHS) celebrated the 351 gradu-
ates of its Class of 2005 with com-
mencement exercises last Thursday,
June 23 on Tyson Field.

Several members of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood academic commu-
nity spoke at the graduation, includ-
ing the President of the Board of
Education (BOE) Linda Nelson and
the Superintendent of Schools, Dr.
Carol B. Choye.

Following the processional, Prin-
cipal Dr. David Heisey welcomed
families and friends of the graduates.
He opened the ceremony with a speech
discussing the changes and challenges
the graduates will face as they move
on beyond high school.

“This is a time of rapid change,”

Dr. Heisey said. “There will be chang-
ing faces and you will be facing
change.”

He has confidence in the class’
capabilities to face the changes and
challenges the world offers, however.
He reminded them that they are the
class that came in as freshmen, and
less than a week later were forced to
deal with the catastrophic events of
September 11th. Dr. Heisey said he
believes that not only the nation, but
also the Class of 2005 came together
to support one another.

Dr. Heisey concluded his speech
wishing all of the graduates success
in their future endeavors. He then
turned the podium over to the class
Valedictorian, Nora Isack. Nora rec-
ognized the efforts and dedication of
the SPFHS teachers as well as all the
teachers her fellow graduates, whether
they be in the classroom or at home.

With the impact these individuals have
had on her life, she had a message for
her classmates.

“We all have the potential to
make an impact on the lives of
others, just as others have done for
us,” she said.

After Nora’s speech, Dr. Heisey
introduced the Salutatorian of the
class, Rebecca Koransky. Rebecca
harked back to her principal’s words
of facing new challenges and oppor-
tunities.

“We now enter a world of new
opportunities,” she said. “We will
forever be connected through Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School,
though.”

Rebecca also emphasized all the
charity work the Class of 2005 did
throughout high school, from donat-
ing to the families of firefighters after
9/11 to tsunami relief funds in South-
east Asia. As a class that entered high
school alongside one of America’s
most trying times, she characterized
the class as one that understood what
it owed to its local community and
society at large.

Several students then participated
in singing a selection from Wicked
the musical. BOE President Nelson
focused her speech on what life les-
sons the Scotch-Plains Fanwood
school system should have taught the
class over the past 13 years.

She believed the two most impor-
tant lessons to be having respect for
your classmates and confidence in
yourself.

“By now you should have learned
who you are,” she said. “Be fearless
enough to follow your own life. Most
importantly though, I hope you see
the worth of your fellow students.
May you see the humanity you all
share.”

Dr. Choye had a similar message in
her speech as she used it to praise the
graduates for their compassion for
one another. Like the Salutatorian,
she attributed this characteristic to
the extreme challenges of September
11th.

“You learned early that you can
make a difference,” Dr. Choye noted.
“This class faced challenges few could
have imagined. After 9/11, I saw a
class meld together.”

Following her speech, Dr. Heisey
returned to introduce Class President
Michael Baumwoll, who then called
the names of the graduates to receive
their diplomas. Every member of the
class completed the requirements to
graduate and 95 percent of them are
now headed to college.

Class President Baumwoll ended
the evening with a speech in which he
chronicled the class’ academic expe-
riences up to this point. He began
with the frightful first days of kinder-
garten where many of the graduates
met for the first time and ended with
the story of a class blossoming in
high school.

Turning to the future, he reiterated
much of what the preceding speeches
touched on in terms of serving the
community and beginning a new
phase of life and reminded the Class
of 2005 to always, “keep high school
in the rear view mirror.”

  

Fanwood Board Approves First
Downtown Redevelopment Project

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FANWOOD — The first develop-
ment project submitted under the
borough’s Revised Downtown Rede-
velopment Plan (RDRP) was unani-
mously approved by the Fanwood
Planning and Zoning Board of Ad-
justments on June 22.

Developer Michael Marcovecchio
was given the green light to construct
a mixed-use residential and retail
development at 222 South Avenue on
the corner of 2nd Street.

Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr told
The Times, “I think that this is a
historic moment for Fanwood. This is
the first new development in 30 years
and the first for the Downtown
Redeveloment Plan.” She added, “As
mayor, I want to express my thanks to
the public for taking the time to ex-
press their views and thank the plan-
ning board for diligently taking the
time to address all of the issues. They
did a wonderful job.”

She also expressed “hats off to the
Marcovecchios for being the first ones
out.”

The three-story, 6,500 square foot
building will include 10 residential
apartments on the second floor, of-
fices on the third floor and retail space
on the ground floor. The building’s
facade and the materials used will
incorporate Fanwood’s Victorian
style.

The developer was granted a park-
ing variance for a parking deficit of
eight spaces. Parking expert Eliza-
beth Dolan testified that this deficit
was not a significant detriment to the
neighborhood and could be offset by
a shared parking arrangement with
future developments or by purchas-
ing parking credits. The borough
council, acting as the RDRP commit-
tee, will make the determination of
how the developer should compen-
sate for the parking deficit, Mayor
Mahr said.

Professional Planner Dave Rob-
erts of Schoor DePalma, who testi-
fied on behalf of the developer, told
the board that the parking require-
ments in the RDRP were very conser-
vative and had a built-in cushion. He
said that as a mixed-use building the
parking needs would be at opposite
times of day, alleviating the deficit.

Several 2nd Street residents ex-
pressed their concerns during the
meeting regarding the size and den-
sity of the development and the im-
pact it would have on traffic and park-
ing in their neighborhood.

Mr. Roberts assured the residents
that the size of the development and
the traffic patterns would be retrofit-
ted with future developments so that
the entire block would connect to-
gether in a cohesive and safe manner.

After the residents repeatedly ex-
pressed their disagreement with the
plan’s density, Planning Board Chair-
man Gregory Cummings responded
to the residents, stating that this was
not the time or place to question the
density or design of the plan, which
had been approved in January, with
input from neighboring residents and
businesses.

In other business, the planning
board approved a bulk variance for a

garage renovation at 160 North Av-
enue. The residence, owned by Scott
Smith, was badly damaged by fire in
February, 2004. The Smith’s plan on
renovating their 380 square foot ga-
rage to construct a 711 square foot,
three-car garage, which requires a
variance as the zoning code limits
garages to a maximum of 500 square
feet.

Neighbors testified that they were
pleased that the Smiths were restor-
ing the home’s architectural integ-
rity. Borough officials commented
that this house was one of Fanwood’s
premiere properties exemplifying the
Victorian character of the borough.
The garage was approved with the
condition of implementing a storm
water management plan.

The planning board approved an
addition to a home on Graybar Ter-
race, also requiring a storm water
management plan. Neighboring resi-
dents voiced their objections that this

addition would increase impervious
coverage in their neighborhood pre-
cipitating additional flooding.

An application for a bulk variance
for a house on 2nd Street was post-
poned until next month’s meeting.
Approximately 13 neighbors, who
came to the board’s meeting to hear
that application, were advised by Mr.
Cummings that they could not com-
ment on the proposal until the appli-
cation was presented to the board at
next month’s meeting.

A driveway widening at 441
LaGrande Avenue was carried to per-
mit the owner time to redesign the
plan to conform to the board’s recom-
mendations.

The next agenda meeting of the
Fanwood Planning and Zoning Board
of Adjustments will be on Monday,
July 18 and the next regular meeting
will be on Wednesday, July 27. Both
meetings are held at 7:30 p.m. in
Borough Hall.

Robert Harvey for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BATTLE OF SPRINGFIELD…The British troops were stopped in New Jersey
at the Battle of Springfield during the Revolutionary War as re-enacted last
weekend in Springfield. A full review of the re-enactment will appear next week.

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
AT THE FANWOOD FAIR... Peter Chemidlin and Steve Goldberg ponder what
they’d do if they won the raffle for the Harley Davidson motorcycle sponsored by
the Fanwood Police PBA last Sunday. In the top photo, animal figurines are made
from ballons for the children.

Ben Solomon for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HATS OFF TO CLASS OF 2005...351 hats are thrown into the wind at Tyson Field last Thursday as the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School Class of 2005 are joyous in celebrating their graduation.

Board Questions Bank
On Use of Gray Pavers

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS –The township
planning board, in an effort to find
out why Commerce Bank installed
brick pavers outside its Park Avenue
branch that were not in compliance
with township standards, plans to re-
view the site plans that were approved
by the board three years ago.

At its meeting on Monday evening,
bank representatives asked that they
be permitted to keep the gray brick
pavers installed around the building
during its 2003 construction.

Local regulations require red brick
pavers to be installed at new build-
ings in the downtown business dis-
trict, but bank representatives said it
was unclear whether those require-
ments included pavers on a property’s
interior.

Commerce Bank installed the re-
quired red pavers at the perimeter of
its property at the corner of Park and
Mountain Avenues, but, in keeping
with the bank’s overall design stan-
dards, put the gray pavers in the area
outside its building.

Speaking of the bank’s actions, at-
torney Robert Kraus told the board

that, “we don’t want you to feel some-
one put something over on you.” He

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

To Send Mail to
Our New Jersey
Soldiers in Iraq
Publisher’s Note: For those who

would like to send letters or newspa-
pers to our soldiers in Iraq from the
Westfield Armory NJ National
Guard, 250th Signal Battalion,
please use the following address:

Attention CPT Joseph Pipas HHC
250th Signal Battalion
FOB Danger
Tikrit, Iraq
APO AE 09
May 19, 2005 marked one year

since they departed from home.
To ensure delivery, do not send to

“Any Soldier,” as it probably will
get lost. Be sure to send to Captain
Pipas who is the Battalion Logistics
Officer who will insure any letters,
newspapers, or well wishes are dis-
tributed equitably among the NJ
troops.

SP Council Favors Cap
On NJ State Spending

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — With the
state budget a few days away from
adoption, the Township Council
passed a resolution favoring legis-
lation that would cap increases in
state spending in a manner similar
to those imposed on local govern-
ments on Tuesday evening.

Noting that state law prohibits
municipalities from increasing
their final appropriations by more
than 2.5 percent, or the cost of
living adjustment, the resolution
stated that, “without limitations on
the amount the government of the
State of New Jersey may increase
its budget, taxpayers are vulner-
able to rising tax burdens in every
year.”

“In the spirit of tax relief,” the
resolution continued, the state gov-
ernment “should voluntarily sub-
ject itself to the same financial
controls” imposed on localities.

Councilwoman Nancy Malool
said state spending is, “out of con-
trol,” noting that the state budget
increased by 17 percent last year.
Local officials, she said, focus a
great deal of attention on keeping
municipal spending under control
and within the spending caps.

“We have a cap; they can spend
uncontrollably,” said Mrs. Malool,
who is a candidate for State As-
sembly this fall.

In other business, the council ap-
proved the $16,944 purchase of
new antennas and related equip-
ment that will be placed on the new

communications tower being
erected at the south side firehouse.
The new equipment will enhance
communication between township
public safety personnel and, in a
reciprocal arrangement, will also
serve Westfield and Fanwood emer-
gency personnel.

The council voted to extend the
township’s lease at Jerseyland Park
Community Center until the end of
the year to enable Scotch Plains
and Westfield to store leaves there
this fall as part of the two towns’
leaf pick-up programs.

The council renewed 15 liquor
licenses for eight dining establish-
ments, four retail stores and three
private clubs. The license renewal
for Ginaser Corp. was tabled for
the time being and the license for
Ray Ric is being deferred pending
a special ruling from state Alco-
holic Beverage Control authorities.

Councilwoman Carolyn Sorge
announced that the township’s June
18 sale of excess property, at which
she served as auctioneer, brought
in more than $8,000.

The council approved resolutions
congratulating Katherine Van
Haasteren and Jennifer Leslie
Bauer on having attained the Gold
Girl Scout Award. Another resolu-
tion congratulated Laurie Wellman,
who is retiring from the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood School District
after 25 years of service.

Mayor Martin Marks also con-
gratulated Township Manager Tho-
mas Atkins, who, last week, marked
25 years in his position.

Area Fireworks
Schedule
Sunday, July 3

New Providence
New Providence High School on

Pioneer Drive. Fireworks, follow-
ing 8:15-9:45 p.m. concert.

Monday, July 4
Mountainside

Deerfield School on Central Av-
enue. Fireworks at dark.

Cranford
Nomahegan Park on Springfield

Avenue. Fireworks at 9 p.m.
Summit

Soldiers Memorial Field off of
Ashland Avenue. Fireworks at 9:15
p.m.

Clark
Arthur L. Johnson High School

on Westfield Avenue. Fireworks at
9 p.m.

Plainfield
Cedar Brook Park, located at Park

Avenue and Pemberton Avenue.
Fireworks at 9 p.m.

Union
Biertuempfel Park, located on

Winslow Avenue, Fireworks at
dusk.


