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“It needs to be more robust, more
dynamic,” he said. “It’s got to be more
informative. And those are things that are
relatively easy to do,” Mr. Skibitsky added.

“It’s an inexpensive resource. Let’s use it
to communicate with our residents,” he added.

Among the website improvements he is
considering is an electronic suggestion box,
bulletin board forms and newsflash updates
regarding such matters as road closures that
would be available to residents who sign up
for the service. Mayor Skibitsky said the
hours of the conservation center, recycling

dates and related information are the types
of information he would like to see added to
the town’s website.

On the issue of over-development in
town, the mayor said two proposed ordi-
nances dealing with this topic are now
before the town planning board. The first,
addressing so-called McMansions, would
regulate the height of a home relative to
the closest neighboring home, while the
second addresses shoe-horning of mul-
tiple homes onto corner lots.

The planning board is currently re-
viewing the ordinances, and has been
asked by Mr. Skibitsky to report back to
the council by the end of July.

The new mayor also has promised to
look into the parking problems in neighbor-
hoods surrounding Westfield High School.

“It’s a very difficult issue because there
is no simple solution,” he said.

He maintained that implementing park-
ing restrictions on one street, such as
Codding Road, only pushes the problem
onto surrounding streets. Mayor Skibitsky
said he wants to “leverage” the dialogue
with the Westfield Board of Education
that was generated following the defeat of
the school budget.

Mayor Skibitsky said shared services
between the town and school board to
generate more parking for the high school
could be a viable option.

The mayor has asked the council’s
parking committee, chaired by Third Ward
Councilman Mark Ciarrocca, to begin
discussions with the board on this issue.

On the matter of shared services,
Mayor Skibitsky said he wants to work
more with the County of Union. The
town has been working with the county
to add a left-hand traffic signal from
Central Avenue onto South Avenue.

Mr. Skibitsky said the goal is to reduce
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traffic on surrounding streets, such as the
Boulevard and Summit Avenue, leading
to the Westfield Train Station. He said
motorists use side streets to avoid making
the left onto South Avenue.

Looking at his new position, Mayor
Skibitsky said he is looking to move for-
ward on issues currently before the coun-
cil, while not micromanaging town op-
erations and projects.

“I have the utmost confidence in (town
administrator) Jim Gildea and his staff.
They are professionals,” said Mr.
Skibitsky. He said he prefers to utilize a
system he calls “management by walking
around,” whereby he will listen to what
department directors have to say on projects
that are before the town government.Saturday Morning

Meetings with Mayor
WESTFIELD – Mayor Andrew

Skibitsky announced that he will be avail-
able on Saturday mornings to meet with
residents in the mayor’s office to discuss
their individual needs and concerns.
Mayor Skibitsky first made the announce-
ment during remarks following his swear-
ing-in as Westfield’s 33rd mayor.

 “I know that it is not possible for every-
one to attend Tuesday night council meet-
ings and sometimes an informal or private
setting is more appropriate,” said Mayor
Skibitsky. “Since becoming mayor, I have
emphasized enhancing the communication
between local government and citizens.  I
look forward to meeting with residents about
their concerns, questions and, hopefully,
suggestions on ways in which town govern-
ment can better meet their needs.”

To make an appointment, residents should
contact Joan Thermann, at (908) 789-4041.

Area Fireworks
Schedule
Sunday, July 3

New Providence
New Providence High School on

Pioneer Drive. Fireworks, follow-
ing 8:15-9:45 p.m. concert.

Monday, July 4
Mountainside

Deerfield School on Central Av-
enue. Fireworks at dark.

Cranford
Nomahegan Park on Springfield

Avenue. Fireworks at 9 p.m.
Summit

Soldiers Memorial Field off of
Ashland Avenue. Fireworks at 9:15
p.m.

Clark
Arthur L. Johnson High School

on Westfield Avenue. Fireworks at
9 p.m.

Plainfield
Cedar Brook Park, located at Park

Avenue and Pemberton Avenue.
Fireworks at 9 p.m.

Union
Biertuempfel Park, located on

Winslow Avenue, Fireworks at
dusk.

Westfield Man Charged
In Wall Township Accident

WALL TWP. — A 21-year-old
Westfield man was arrested and released
on charges stemming from an auto acci-
dent that injured four persons and caused
the closure of Route 35 in Wall Township
for an hour last Saturday afternoon, ac-
cording to Wall Township police.

According to police, Thomas F. Wade
was driving in a Jeep Cherokee headed
south on Route 35 when his vehicle
crossed over into oncoming traffic and
collided with a mini van driven by Justin
M. Starr of Howell Township.

The accident occurred at the intersec-
tion of Route 70 and Route 34, police
said.

Wade’s vehicle overturned and came

to rest on its roof, police said. Brielle
Borough police, fire and first aid squads
responded to the accident scene along
with the South Wall fire department and
Wall Township rescue squad.

Wall Township police said the acci-
dent caused the shutdown of the south-
bound lanes on Route 35 for an hour.

Police charged Wade with possession
of under 50 grams of marijuana, drug
paraphernalia and several empty Corona
beer bottles. He was released on a sum-
mons.

Wade, Starr and Starr’s two young
children were reportedly treated and re-
leased at Jersey Shore University Medi-
cal Center in Neptune.
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the potential for economic growth from
the expansion of the rail lines justifies the
economic cost to the state. They said that
an eleventh hour maneuver by Senate
Democrats in the Senate Transportation
Committee amended the language of the
bill to remove Union County from the
short freight rail study.

“Simple questions such as what is im-
pact on traffic, public safety, emergency
response services, environmental factors
and economic development to this date
still have not been answered.” said Sena-
tor Kean, a prime sponsor of the bill.
“This issue not only affects Union County,
but also neighboring Morris County and
the region as well.”
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starts,” said Mountainside Board of Edu-
cation President John Perrin.

Mr. Perrin announced that
Mountainside teacher Susan Schreiber
wrote of her thanks for the generous gift
presented to her for 40 years of service to
the borough’s school district.

Mr. Perrin reported that graduation
ceremonies were held at Governor
Livingston High School in Berkeley
Heights, and at Deerfield School’s gradu-
ation ceremonies, which he and several
other board members attended.

He said the school board met with
Carol Larson, the senior field representa-
tive from the New Jersey School Boards
Association, to draw up district goals for
the upcoming school year.

“The major district goals are student
achievement, (to improve) curriculum,
finance, special education, facilities and
personnel,” said Mr. Perrin.

In a report, Dr. O’Malley explained the
newly installed mathematics system that
all Mountainside teachers will adopt for
next year. Everyday Math and Connected
Math are two programs designed to teach
students how to use mathematics in ev-
eryday situations, as well as integrating it
with science.

Garwood Council Adopts
Mews Project Amendment

By ANNA GITHENS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Many borough resi-
dents voiced their concerns with some
of the Garwood Mews project plans .
Some borough residents felt that since
two Maple Streets and one Chestnut
Street already exist in Garwood, this
would create confusion.

“We know our town and we know
how our numbering goes,” said
Garwood resident Anne Palmer at last
Tuesday’s Borough Council meeting.
“We can say, ‘I’m on the 300 block of
Spruce’ and we know exactly what that
means, but outsiders don’t. Now, we
will have to be very specific and say
Maple Avenue or Maple Court, and I
think this will cause confusion.”

“We don’t see a problem doing it,”
explained Mayor Dennis McCarthy.
“We did solicit the input from the emer-
gency departments in town (such as the
fire department).”

The Garwood Fire Department rec-
ommended even numbers for the north
and odd numbers for the south sides,
with numbers on the front and rear of
properties for identification purposes.

“The numbering will begin with 500,
which is different than what they are
now (on the existing streets),” explained
Councilwoman Kathleen Villaggio.

Bruce Paterson of Willow Avenue
passed out fliers regarding his concerns
with the future development. His flier
addressed traffic, zoning, street naming
and density. In reference to what he feels
is a density problem, Mr. Paterson ad-
vised, “I hope that you understand that
this is the last chance to address this
logistical and safety problem that is be-
ing created by the overly dense layout.”

Garwood resident and former Bor-
ough Planner Bill Nierstedt, currently a
member of the planning board, dis-
agreed with Mr. Paterson at the meet-
ing. He explained that, although he
feels there are four units too many,
“which is water over the dam,” the
issues in the flier “have nothing to do
with the density of that entire project.
Four units are not going to do anything
detrimental about the possibility of hav-
ing a complete area shut down.”

“We all know that North Avenue is
State Highway 28,” stated Mr. Nierstedt.
“The traffic and lights there are con-

trolled by NJDOT.” Mr. Nierstedt as-
sured the governing body that the de-
velopers are in the process of address-
ing the traffic issues and are currently
submitting their warrants to the NJDOT.

Garwood citizen John Motta ex-
pressed his support at the meeting. “This
is a high quality, high-end town home
commercial structure,” said Mr. Motta.
“There was a lot of deliberation and a
lot of consideration when this applica-
tion was considered.”

“I don’t see a problem with you ap-
proving an extra three feet for the
project, everyone seems to be in sup-
port of it,” stated Garwood resident
Sandro Villaraut.

Fire Chief Rich Bonfanti spoke out
about code requirements for sprinklers
in the back of the development. “We are
not completely satisfied,” said Mr.
Bonfanti. “We are all for redevelop-
ment, but the plans for re-approval were
never sent to the fire department.”

Councilwoman Villaggio explained
that, “This is an amendment to the rede-
velopment plan; there’s no detail plans.
That goes back to the planning board.”

Mr. Nierstedt added that, “They can-
not get a building permit until they
satisfy board conditions and the fire
officials sign off.”

Mayor McCarthy stated that now the
entire complex is going to be fully
sprinkler equipped.

Most of those present expressed their
approval, and an ordinance to amend
the redevelopment plan was adopted at
Tuesday night’s meeting.

“I’d just like to point out that we
always have the best interest (in mind)
of the borough as a whole,” expressed
Mayor McCarthy. “We are all about
progress, not stagnation. I think the
consensus is that we have something
good that’s coming into Garwood that
will benefit the community as a whole.”

On another issue, in the school board
report, Councilwoman Villaggio in-
formed the governing body that instal-
lation of sound barriers is scheduled on
top of Lincoln School to alleviate the
noise for the neighbors.

A meeting will be held tonight, Thurs-
day, June 30, in the Lincoln School
gymnasium at 7:30 p.m. to discuss the
potential construction of the Garwood
Community Center.

Mr. Echausse noted that the newly
selected staff members would come on in
the second half of the budget year.

During the meeting, ordinances were
read for the proposed demolition of four
homes located at 131 Lincoln Road, 382
Orenda Circle, 710 Dartmoor and 30
Sandra Circle. Mr. Gildea said the four
homes are all conforming teardowns and
do not involve sub-dividable lots.

In addition, two commercial office build-
ings, located at 111 and 129 Prospect Street and
owned by James Ward, are to be demolished.

The council agreed that the circumstances
surrounding the demolition of the office
buildings are extraordinary. The buildings’
unsafe condition must be taken into consid-
eration when approving this decision, know-
ing that it may set a precedent.

Councilman Foerst said that Mr. Ward
had earlier presented pictures to the coun-
cil of the dilapidated conditions at the
Prospect Street buildings. Mr. Ward has
been forced to remove hazardous sub-
stances, namely asbestos, from the sites.

“There’s a lot of asbestos, and now the roof
and the shingles are damaged and unsafe,”
Councilman Foerst said. “He tried to comply
with our rules, but he made his establishment
more of a hazard. I don’t have a problem
approving this, as long as he understands it’s
his problem if there’s an appeal.

“The building is in serious disrepair
from trying to remove the asbestos. He
needs to know that we do hold the big
hammer and we have the tools to keep
him in line,” Councilman Foerst added.

Fellow council members agreed that
the buildings not only are an eyesore, but
also a safety hazard. “It’s their risk. The
site is insecure and untidy,” Town Engi-
neer Kenneth Marsh said.

Councilman Mark Ciarrocca said, “it’s
an exceptional circumstance to warrant
us from moving from our normal policy.”

Mayor Skibitsky agreed, noting the
building’s current condition could “at-
tract vermin and mosquitoes. Mold is
growing on the walls. We need to allow
this (demolition) to go forward.”

Mayor Andrew Skibitsky
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