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A member of

What do you call a miracle?
We call it the Cyberknife.
Virtual surgery that can treat even 
inoperable tumors.
Imagine if you had an inoperable tumor.  Now, imagine if that
same tumor could be treated quickly, painlessly, and effectively,
without even making an incision. That’s the remarkable
technology behind the Cyberknife, which uses a combination of
robotics and sophisticated image-guidance technology to deliver
precisely targeted doses of radiation to hard-to-reach tumors in
the brain, spine and other parts of the body.  And because it’s
non-invasive, treatment with the Cyberknife means no hospital
stay, and less recovery time.  Overlook is proud to be the only
hospital in the Northeast to offer Cyberknife treatment, along
with one of the largest Cyberknife teams in the country. Our
patients call the Cyberknife a miracle. We call it proof of our
commitment to your health.

For more information call 1-800-247-9580 
or visit www.atlantichealth.org

Morasso Is 2nd Generation
Of Circumnavigators Club

By CASSIE LO
Specially Written for The Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Town resident Al
Morasso has a unique hobby: cir-
cumnavigating the globe. His love
of traveling began at a young age, as
his father became President of the
Circumnavigators Club in 1959. He
became active in the club in the 1940s
by attending several formal events.

He was officially invited to join the
club in 1950 after circumnavigating
the world for 10 months on an oil
tanker.

Mr. Morasso, who was then a mem-
ber of the Naval reserves, requested
to be placed on active duty and fought
in the Korean War. Since then, Mr.
Morasso has been to many exotic
locations all over the world. He is
now the Interna-
tional President for
the Circumnaviga-
tors, and his son is
the third generation
of Morasso’s to be
involved with the
club.

According to the
official website,
“the club’s purpose
is to promote glo-
bal fellowship and
understanding.

Former mem-
bers include former
Presidents Howard
Taft and Herbert
Hoover, Harry
Houdini, Buffalo
Bill Cody, Admi-
rals Byrd and
Peary, John Philip
Sousa, who con-
ducted the club’s march, and William
Jennings Bryant, who presented the
club with a whale tooth gavel that is
still used at meetings today.

The Circumnavigators Club is
currently comprised of about 1,000
members, but has had over 4,900
members since it began 103 years
ago. There are 13 chapters, 10 of
which are scattered throughout the
U.S. The other three are located in
London, Singapore and Vancouver,
British Columbia.

Their headquarters is located in
New York City, where Mr. Morasso
conducts meetings with the Interna-
tional Board of Governors and coor-
dinates functions. Mr. Morasso has
been president since 2003, and his
term expires in May of 2006.

The highlight of the general activi-
ties is a black tie affair traditionally
held in New York City to honor people
who have circumnavigated and con-
tributed to world peace and under-
standing with the Magellan Award.
Past winners include Walter Cronkite,

Jacques Cousteau and American as-
tronauts John Glenn, Sally Ride and
Neil Armstrong. Recent award win-
ners are Steve Fossett and Kenneth
Behring.

In addition to the club, a founda-
tion was established in 1964. The
foundation offers grants to college
juniors at select universities to per-
form around the world research. The
foundation has worked closely with
Northwestern University,
Georgetown University, Princeton
University, Columbia University and
New York University to send students
on the trip of a lifetime. They are
currently working to start up a pro-
gram at the Universities of Miami,
Michigan and Arizona.

In addition to his tour of duty for
the Navy, Mr.
Morasso’s job has
taken him to vari-
ous places outside
the U.S., and since
retiring, Mr.
Morasso and his
wife take many
trips together.

Some of his fa-
vorite trips took
him to Turkey, Aus-
tralia, New
Zealand, Nepal, In-
dia, Hong Kong and
locations through-
out South America.
He has also been to
all 50 states and
most of Europe.

The Circumnavi-
gators Club has of-
fered exciting trips
to its members. One

of the most memorable, according to
Mr. Morasso, was a trip to St. Peters-
burg and Moscow, Russia. Prior to
that trip, the club had awarded a Ca-
nadian astronaut with the prestigious
Magellan Award, and he invited mem-
bers of the club to the famous Star
City astronaut training site.

Mr. Morasso and several others then
traveled through Estonia, Latvia and
Lithuania. The Club also hosted a trip
around the world for its 100th anni-
versary, where travelers visited vari-
ous chapters of the Circumnavigators
Club. A trip to Southern China is
currently in the works.

When asked why he enjoys travel-
ing, Mr. Morasso responded: “There
is so much to see; there is a different
culture, architecture and natural
beauty at each location. Every area
has its own home beauty and its own
culture and way of life, which is
intriguing.”

For more information about the
Circumnavigators Club, visit
www.circumnavitatorsclub.org.

Flag Day Event Held As Part
Of Courthouse Centennial

COUNTY – Continuing its centen-
nial celebration for the Union County
Courthouse in Elizabeth, the held Flag
Day ceremony in the Courthouse
Rotunda last week.

The ceremony featured musical per-
formances, a colorful display of ser-
vice flags and American flags dating
back to the turn of the 20th century,
and appearances by local veterans.

The featured speaker was Jack
McGreevey, Deputy Chief of Staff of
the New Jersey Veterans of Foreign
Wars and father of former Governor
James McGreevey.

Performances included: “The Star-
Spangled Banner,” by Michelle
Durand of the Linden High School
ROTC; “The Flag Goes By,” read by
Joseph Minio, a student at the Harding
School in Kenilworth; and, “You’re a
Grand Old Flag” and “America the
Beautiful,” by the Linden High School
Madrigals.

“As we continue to celebrate the
history of the courthouse, it is only
fitting that we honor the symbol-
ism of the flag,” Union County
Freeholder Chairman Rick Proctor
said.

The ceremony also included the
presentation of tattered, torn and
otherwise damaged American flags
to the Polish Legion of American
Veterans for proper disposal. The
Centennial Committee collected

more than 200 damaged flags from
Union County residents.

“We do this as a sign of respect for
our flag. These discarded flags will
be destroyed according to the U.S.
Flag Code and longstanding tradi-
tion,” said Union County Clerk Joanne
Rajoppi, chairwoman of the Union
County Courthouse Centennial Com-
mittee.

According to the U.S. Flag Code,
“When a flag has served its useful
purpose, it should be destroyed,
preferably by burning.” The Ameri-
can Legion considers Flag Day cer-
emonies to be “a particularly dig-
nified and solemn occasion for the
retirement of unserviceable flags.”

The Flag Day ceremony was part
of an ongoing series of activities cel-
ebrating the Union County
Courthouse’s 100 years as a center of
law, justice and government in Union
County. A Courthouse Centennial and
Cornerstone Capsule Exhibit will be
on display through Saturday, Decem-
ber 9, 2005.

The exhibit includes unique arti-
facts from a time capsule buried in
1903 as well as memorabilia celebrat-
ing the past 100 years of history in
Union County.

Sentencing of Former
Boro Resident Postponed

By DAVID RIGGS
Specially Written for The Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – Sentencing
for former borough resident Paul
LoPapa on charges involving insur-
ance and mortgage fraud has been
rescheduled according to State Supe-
rior Court Judge William Meehan.

Mr. LoPapa was to have sentencing
last Friday, but the sentencing was ad-
journed and a new date has not yet been
determined.

Mr. LoPapa faces up to 33 years in
prison and a fine of up to $110,000 for
a real estate scam that he successfully
ran from November 1, 1995 through
February 1, 1996, according to the
Office of the Attorney General.

In this time, Mr. LoPapa purchased
residential real estate in Saddle River.
Then, under the fictitious name of
‘Joseph Georges,’ he fraudulently
obtained $4.9 million by claiming
that ‘Georges’ wanted to buy the prop-
erty from him, authorities stated.

Castle Rock Real Estate was a real
estate partnership controlled by Mr.
LoPapa, whose internal connections
to the company allowed him to fund a
fake purchase. His fraudulent actions
were not discovered until Joseph
Luccarelli and Nicole D. Rizzolo of
the Division of Criminal Justice’s
Office of Insurance Fraud Prosecutor
and Detective Sergeant Brian
Giannini of the New Jersey State
Police Conducted an investigation in
2000, according to officials.

A state Grand Jury indicted Mr.

LoPapa on October 25, 2000 follow-
ing an extensive investigation. On May
3rd, he pled guilty to theft by decep-
tion, falsifying records and forgery.

Seniors Can Apply
For Nutrition Program

COUNTY — The Union County
Division on Aging in the Department
of Human Services is resuming the
Senior Farmers’ Market Nutrition Pro-
gram to help senior citizens purchase
fruits and vegetables.

The program makes locally grown
fruits and vegetables available to se-
niors who are age 60 and older and
who meet the income guidelines of
$20,989 single, or $25,735 combined
income. Identification is required in
the form of a PAAD or Medicaid
card, or proof of annual income.

Eligible seniors may receive vouch-
ers only once during the season, but
may use them until the end of No-
vember at any farmers’ market where
the WIC sign is displayed. Vouchers
are limited and will be distributed on
a first come, first serve basis.

Vouchers will be distributed for the
Senior Farmers’ Market Nutrition Pro-
gram and farmers will be available
with their produce on Wednesday, July
6 at The Gazebo on Chestnut Street in
Roselle Park, from 1 to 3 p.m., and on
Friday, July 29  at the Garwood Mu-
nicipal Building, 403 South Avenue,
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. For more infor-
mation, call (888) 280-8226.

SHRIMP ANYONE?…Patricia Bramnick, right, passes a plate of shrimp to
Carolyn Harbaugh of Westfield, left, to serve guests at a fundraiser for Assembly-
man Jon Bramnick (Westfield, R-21) held June 15. Looking on is Hannah Burke,
also of Westfield.
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