
Page 8  Thursday, June 16, 2005 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Pamela Boright Concludes
37-Year Teaching Career

WESTFIELD – Pamela Boright,
a Westfield resident since 2000 and
a Scotch Plains resident for 30 years
prior, was honored at a recent sur-
prise testimonial dinner dance com-
memorating her 37 years as a teacher
in the Linden public school system.

More than 100 teachers, parents,
former students, public officials,
school administrators, family and
friends attended the event held at
the Kenilworth Inn on May 21.

Mrs. Boright, who will retire at
the end of this school term, began
her career as a junior high school
teacher in 1968 and later taught
elementary students primarily in
third grade.

She earned her bachelor’s degree
at Newark State College, now Kean
University, where she majored in
elementary education and minored
in vocal music. She returned to Kean
some years later as an honor stu-
dent, earning a master’s degree in
administration and supervision.
Mrs. Boright continued her studies
further to the sixth-year level.

In addition to her teaching cer-
tificate, she is also certified as prin-
cipal, supervisor, and substance
awareness counselor.

Her professional memberships in-
clude the American Society for Su-
pervision and Curriculum Develop-
ment and the National Association
for the Education of Young Children.

In the Linden school district, she
has served on numerous professional
committees on a building and district-
wide basis. She was nominated nu-
merous times for the Governor’s
Teacher Recognition Award for ex-
cellence in education and was the
recipient of the coveted award in 1996.

In 2002, Mrs. Boright was named
a Union County Woman of Excel-
lence by the Union County Advi-
sory Board on the Status of Women

for her endeavors related to the
field of education.

At the dinner, she was presented
with a joint resolution by Assem-
blyman Jerry Green (D-22) on be-
half of both the New Jersey State
Senate and Assembly, commend-
ing her innumerable contributions
in the field of teaching and for
community service.

Union County Freeholder Chair-
man Rick Proctor presented a reso-
lution of commendation from the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders, acknowledging her many
accomplishments in education, gov-
ernment and charitable causes.

Linden Mayor John Gregorio
presented a special proclamation
paying tribute to Mrs. Boright.

Other guest speakers included
Linden Superintendent of Schools
Joseph Martino, who commented
that Mrs. Boright “is an irreplace-
able teacher who certainly will be
missed by the children of the city.”

Anthony Cataline, who served
longest as one of Mrs. Boright’s
principals, noted that she was ex-
tremely human in her approach to
teaching children and taught with
great compassion.

Mrs. Boright’s first principal,
Herman Mopsick, attended the cer-
emony and praised her as “one of the
very best teachers” he had ever hired.

A former Scotch Plains coun-
cilwoman, Mrs. Boright has also
served as Chairperson of the John
E. Runnells Hospital Board of
Managers. She has served on many
municipal and governmental
boards over the years.

She is married to Walter Boright,
a retired superintendent of schools.
The couple has three adult children,
Amy Amanda Siperstein, Christian
Boright, an airman in the United
States Navy, and Peter Boright.

DECADES OF SERVICE...Westfield resident and former Scotch Plains
resident Pamela Boright, center, has been honored for her 37 years of
teaching in Linden Public Schools. Pictured, left to right, are: Anthony
Cataline, former principal of School 10 in Linden, Mrs. Boright, and
Herman Mopsick, retired principal who first hired Mrs. Boright.

HE’S A WINNER…Parker Gardens awarded a $500 scholarship to John Mangee,
a Union County Vocational-Technical High School student, on May 25. A senior
from Rahway, John also attends Westfield’s West Lake High School. He was
selected for his leadership skills, work performance and scholastic excellence.
John is pictured, above, with Melissa Mackey of Parker Gardens.

Parker Gardens Awards Grant
To UCVTHS Student, Mangee
SCOTCH PLAINS — Parker Gar-

dens awarded a $500 scholarship to
John Mangee, a Union County Voca-
tional Technical High School
(UCVTHS) student on May 25.

Parker Gardens awards a $500
scholarship to a UCVTHS student
each year. John, a senior from
Rahway, also attends Westfield’s West
Lake High School. He was selected
for his leadership skills, work perfor-
mance and scholastic excellence.

He plans to attend a summer course
at the Connecticut School of Broad-
casting, and then obtain an internship
in the broadcasting industry. John
plans to use the scholarship to further
his education and will continue to
keep his love for horticulture as a
hobby throughout his lifetime.

John explained that he chose the
horticulture program while studying
at UCVTHS because he wanted to,
“broaden his horizons.”

He joined Parker through the
UCVTHS School to Work Program at
the beginning of the spring season and
said that, “Working at Parker really
instilled a sense of pride in me. I
accomplished so much and was able
to prove myself as a man. I will always
cherish the opportunity I was given.”

“John has excellent leadership
skills and the ability to motivate any-
one around him,” said Debbie
Colecchio, John’s supervisor at Parker
Gardens. “We are proud to have him
as part of the Parker team, and are
very proud of his horticultural and
educational accomplishments.”

As the New Jersey FFA Union
County chapter president for the past
two years, John has actively partici-
pated in the horticulture circuit. In
2004, he placed seventh in the state

for the FFA Fruits and Vegetable
Career Development Event, and
placed eighth in 2003.

“This year John also attended the
76th State FFA Convention, where
he served as Chapter Delegate and
received the Garden State FFA De-
gree, the highest degree the state can
bestow on its members,” said Bonnie
Balasare, Horticulture Instructor for
UCVTHS and chapter FFA advisor.

“He also placed second in the New
Jersey FFA Horticulture Exposition’s
statewide six- to eight-minute public
speaking event.”

John attributes his success to his
parents “overwhelming support and
interest” in all he does. He recom-
mends a healthy balance of school,
work, extra curricular activities and
social life to future graduates.

“Being involved in so many things
made me more mature as a person. I
believe in challenging yourself. Be-
fore these opportunities I didn’t know
what I wanted to do with my life.
Now I do.”

John, who also believes that re-
spect is an important part of life, said,
“Respect is contagious. You give it,
you get it. It’s as simple as that.”

Parker Gardens is one of the largest
privately owned horticulture businesses
in the United States. Located at 1325
Terrill Road in Scotch Plains, their 14-
acre facility consists of a garden center,
nursery and many greenhouses. Parker
also offers a full range of landscaping
services and is the largest privately
owned Interior Landscaper in the coun-
try. Seminars and events are held
throughout the year.

For more information, please con-
tact (908) 322-5555 or visit
www.parkergardens.com.

WRITING HISTORY…Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School students Shemane
Fritz, left, and Allie Rosi, have been named first and second place winners,
respectively, in the Jola Hoffman Essay Contest.

SPFHS Students Win
Holocaust Essay Contest

SCOTCH PLAINS — Shemane
Fritz and Miss Allie Rosi, students in
Joel Glazer’s social studies classes at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPFHS), have been named first and
second place winners, respectively,
in the recent Jola Hoffman Essay
Contest.

Shemane was introduced as the first
place contest winner at the Yom
Hashoah Holocaust Memorial, held at
Kean University in May, sponsored by
the Jewish Community Relations
Council of Jewish Federation of Cen-
tral New Jersey and the Holocaust
Resource Center of Kean University.

She read her winning entry as part
of the evening’s program.

In addition, the essays by SPFHS
students Julianne Carman and Kara
Brass received honorable mention
recognition in the contest.

This year, the Yom Hashoah com-
mittee challenged area students to
write essays explaining an event that
defies rational explanation, and to
show how the world is a better or
worse place in which to live for all
teenagers in 2005 than it was for

European Jewish teenagers in 1945.
Shemane wrote about the “war, pov-

erty, and disease that affect all teenag-
ers today regardless of sociological
differences,” while Allie’s essay re-
flected on the apathy in the world that
allows current day evils to prosper.

According to Mr. Glazer, each
writer “wrote an essay that reflected
a sensitivity to a unique event with a
unique approach. The globalization
of the issue of genocide in our own
time in places like Rwanda and Sudan
should make us all aware of the need
to make the teaching of the Holocaust
a priority if we expect young people
to protect the rights of all people.”

The complete text of the students’
essays can be found on the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Public Schools website,
www.spfk12.org/holocaust_essays.pdf.

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer
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ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC

stahlesq@bellatlantic.net

 Law Offices Of

Robert G. Stahl
Korey Kerscher Sarokin
Christopher M. Farella

220 St. Paul Street
Westfield, NJ 07090

T: 908-301-9001
F: 908-301-9008

www.stahlesq.com

FRANCHISE SEMINAR
IS BUSINESS OWNERSHIP AND FRANCHISING
RIGHT FOR YOU?

We will answer your questions and show you how to explore options in a
much easier and more efficient way, and without the frustration. Choose
one of the two sessions and join us for this FREE seminar at:

Westfield Inn (Best Western), 435 North Ave, Westfield, NJ 07090

Tuesday June 21, 2005 Afternoon Session: 1 to 3 PM
Evening Session: 7 to 9 PM

Register before 06/18/05 by phone at 1-877-278-8921 or by email at
ESourceVision@comcast.net. Tell us which session you want to
attend, and your name, address, email and phone number. Franchisor
representatives will be available to answer questions. Limit: 25
participants per session - Other dates and locations are available.

Denis Marcoux, Owner www.TheESource.com/DMarcoux

OWEN BRAND

Residential - Construction
Commercial - Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730
Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 26

Your Home-Town
MORTGAGE BANKER

ISB MORTGAGE CO., LLC

Licensed Mortgage Bankers - NJ Dept. of Banking
Equal Housing Lender

obrand@isbmortgageco.com

Six Local Residents Earn
Univ. of Scranton Degrees

AREA – Residents from Westfield,
Scotch Plains, Mountainside and Ber-
keley Heights received bachelor de-
grees during commencement ceremo-
nies at The University of Scranton on
May 29.

Caitlin O’Shea of Westfield re-
ceived a Bachelor of Science degree
in Counseling and Human Services.

Katherine Bruno of Scotch Plains
earned a Bachelor of Science degree
in International Studies.

Lauren Camera of Scotch Plains
received a Bachelor of Science de-
gree in Psychology.

Stephanie Poliansky of Scotch
Plains garnered a Bachelor of Science
degree in Health Administration.

Lauren Beasley of Mountainside
earned a Bachelor of Science degree
in Physical Therapy.

Kathryn Miller of Berkeley Heights
received a Bachelor of Science de-
gree in Special Education.

Amy Ondeyka of FW
Graduates Susquehanna
FANWOOD – Amy Ondeyka of

Fanwood earned a Bachelor of Arts
degree in Public Relations with a
minor in Healthcare Studies at
Susquehanna University in
Selinsgrove, Pa. during commence-
ment exercises on May 15.

Amy, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
John Ondeyka, is a 2001 graduate of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School.

At Susquehanna, she was active in
the university’s chapter liaison of
Public Relations Student Society of
America (PRSSA).

Following graduation, Amy plans
to complete a post-baccalaureate pre-
medical program and then attend
medical school.

Kristen Pollock Placed
On Loyola Dean’s List
WESTFIELD — Kristen Pollock,

a 2002 graduate of Westfield High
School, has been named to the 2005
spring semester dean’s list at the
College of Arts and Sciences at Loyola
College in Maryland.

Kristen is also a recipient of a merit
scholarship from The Alice M. Lage
Memorial Fund at Loyola College to
be awarded in the fall of 2005.

She will be a senior in the fall,
majoring in mathematics with a spe-
cialization in secondary education.

Eric Haim Zimak
Receives Degree

WESTFIELD – Eric Haim Zimak
of Westfield graduated magna cum
laude from The University of Roch-
ester on May 15 at the 155th com-
mencement exercises with a Bach-
elor of Arts degree in Psychology.

The son of Mr. and Mrs. Raphael
Zimak, he is a Westfield High School
graduate.

Michael Hessemer
Named to Dean’s List

WESTFIELD – Michael
Hessmer, a 2004 graduate of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School, was
selected to the dean’s list following
his freshman year at Lehigh Uni-
versity in Bethlehem, Pa.

He is a mechanical engineering
major and a letter winner with
Lehigh’s Men’s Soccer Team,
where he was also selected to the
Patriot League All-Academic
Team.

Remarkable Art EducationRemarkable Art EducationRemarkable Art EducationRemarkable Art Education    

Abrakadoodle
®
, the popular art education program 

is now available in your area!  Kids explore, create, 
and learn in action-packed classes filled with color, 
texture, shape and fun.  Our classes are carefully 

crafted to promote creativity and imaginative 
thinking.  In Abrakadoodle, children learn about and 

through art...all while having a blast! 

Don’t miss out!  Summer  
Classes start June 27!  Limited 

space is available. 
 

For Information: 

908-232-4055 
lgoldenberg@abrakadoodle.com 

 
Please visit our website: 

www.abrakadoodle.com 

 We also do: 
• Birthday Parties 
• Fundraisers 
• Corporate Events 


