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NEWEST FIREFIGHTERS…Union County Freeholder Chairman Rick Proc-
tor, third from left, and Vice Chairman Al Mirabella, second from right,
congratulate new firefighters, left to right, Jason Ropelski of Union, Carter Dutch
of Springfield, Daniel Rodriguez of Springfield and Kris Piccola of Fanwood at the
graduation of the 2004-2005 class of the Union County Fire Academy on June 7
at Union County College in Cranford. Firefighter Piccola will be joining Fanwood
Fire Department.

Christopher’s Law Clears
Senate, Assembly Panels

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Leader and The Times

TRENTON – Legislation that in-
creases penalties on unlicensed driv-
ers involved in traffic fatalities cleared
State Senate and Assembly commit-
tees last Thursday.

S-2144 and A-3556, better known
as “Christopher’s Law,” is named af-
ter Christopher Williamson of
Cranford, a 12-year-old killed when
his bike was hit by a commercial van
that was driven by an unlicensed driver
on June 14, 2004.

The legislation is sponsored by
Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21,
Westfield), Senator Nicholas Scutari
(D-22, Linden), Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (R-21, Westfield) and As-
semblyman Eric Munoz (R-21, Sum-
mit). A number of co-sponsors are
also supporting the legislation.

Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski of
Cranford sponsored a resolution at the
county level, which was unanimously
passed by the board last month.

The legislation upgrades penalties
for fatalities caused by an unlicensed
driver to a third degree crime, punish-
able by a jail sentence of three to five
years and/or a $15,000 fine.

The proposed penalties are the same
as those given to driver operating a
vehicle with a revoked license where
driver recklessness caused a fatality.

Under current law, unlicensed driv-
ers face a fine of between $200 and
$500 plus court fees, imprisonment
of up to 60 days and they are unable
to obtain a license for 180 days.

The driver of the vehicle involved
in Christopher’s death was 40 years
old, but never had a driver’s license
according to published reports.

Sen. Kean, whose legislative dis-
trict includes Cranford, called
Christopher’s Law “an important bill
that will show that some good can
come out of a horrific tragedy.”

“A fatal accident involving an unli-
censed driver is no accident at all, but
the result of criminal negligence,”
said Senator Scutari, who represents
the 22nd District, which includes
Scotch Plains and Fanwood. “The
law needs to reflect that.”

Asm. Bramnick said the legisla-
tion clears up a loophole on the books
that lessens penalties for unlicensed
drivers as opposed to those driving on
the revoked list.

“To the average person, it would
seem obvious that one who has never
obtained a driver’s license should not
be behind the wheel,” said Asm. Munoz.

Asm. Bramnick said he expects
both acting Governor Richard Codey,
in his dual role as Senate President,
and Assembly Speaker Albio Sires
(West New York, D-33) to post the
bills in their respective houses for a
vote of the legislature. If passed the
legislation would then head to the
acting Gov. to be signed into law.

Sen. Kean is pushing to have the
bill posted for a vote and signed into
law as the one-year anniversary of
Christopher’s death.

“The attorney general’s office be-
lieves that this group of offenders
deserves the same penalties as those
who drive without ever receiving a
license,” Asm. Munoz told the com-
mittee. “It casts the net further but
does not remove the original lan-
guage of Christopher’s Law. It makes
the overall bill actually tougher on
bad drivers.”

Friday, June 24 at 7:30 pm
Branch Brook Park, Newark* 

WITH FIREWORKS!

Wednesday, June 29 at 7:30 pm
Echo Lake Park, Mountainside 

Friday, July 1 at 7:30 pm
Brookdale Park, Montclair/Bloomfield

WITH FIREWORKS!

Saturday, July 2 at 7:30 pm
Mercer County Park,

West Windsor 
WITH FIREWORKS!

Grab a picnic, blanket, 
and a few folding chairs, 
and join the NJSO for a 

Salute to Hollywood! 
Can you imagine your favorite movies without the
music? Movies would simply not be the same
without those memorable tunes. Join the New
Jersey Symphony Orchestra in a fun-filled salute
to some of Hollywood’s most famous film music.
Hear award-winning film scores and familiar
melodies from the classical repertoire that have
made your favorite movies unforgettable.

Call 1.800.ALLEGRO or visit 

www.njsymphony.org for more

information about 

these FREE family events!

ENTER TO WIN FREE TICKETS TO AN NJSO PERFORMANCE AT NJPAC
Experience the NJSO at the New Jersey Performing Arts Center in Newark with three of your friends.

Enjoy complimentary premium box seats to a concert of your choice! Simply return this form
to the NJSO at the address below or enter online at www.njsymphony.org/entertowin.

Name______________________________________________________________________________________

Address____________________________________________________________________________________

City_______________________________________________ State______________ Zip___________________

Phone______________________________________________

E-mail_____________________________________________

* additional support provided by the City of Newark and Essex County

C O N C E R T S
I N  T H E  P A R K
C O N C E R T S
I N  T H E  P A R K

NE W JE R S E Y SY M P H O N Y OR C H E S T R A

FREE

Pfizer and Bank of America present

NJSO Marketing Department
2 Central Avenue
Newark, NJ 07102

Entries must be postmarked by August 31, 2005, and all fields must be completed in order to be eligible.

Right now, for a limited time, you can enjoy tremendous savings on handcrafted Shifman 
mattresses. Every style is on sale, including all firmnesses and sizes plus extra savings on our

best-selling quilted mattress. If you have been thinking of purchasing a new mattress, 
now is the time to do it. Shifman - Handcrafted for quality and value since 1893.

Save 35%-50%
plus an additional 10%* 

5 days only

*Extra Savings on Crystal

OTHER

SALE PRICES

STARTING AT

$119.00
ea. pc.

TWIN EA.PC.

SUGG. RETAIL $350.00    
SALE $189.00    

EXTRA 10% OFF $170.00

FULL EA.PC.

SUGG. RETAIL $470.00    
SALE $249.00    

EXTRA 10% OFF $224.00

QUEEN SET

SUGG. RETAIL $1120.00    
SALE $599.00    

EXTRA 10% OFF $539.00

KING SET

SUGG. RETAIL $1630.00    
SALE $899.00    

EXTRA 10% OFF $809.00

Valley Furniture Shop
Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions

20 Stirling Road,Watchung, NJ 07069 • (908) 756-7623
Monday - Saturday 10-5:30; Thursday Evening 'till 9 PM; Sunday 1-5

EXTRA SAVINGS

ON OUR

BEST-SELLING

SHIFMAN QUILTED

MATTRESS

Savings off of manufacturers suggested retail.

Freeholder Bd. Begins ‘05
Kids Trust Fund Grants

COUNTY — The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders has
begun the second round of “The Kids
Recreation Trust Fund” – a program
that funds three types of recreational
opportunities for children.

The county will distribute $900,000
in matching funds in this round; ap-
plications were mailed out to the
county’s 21 municipalities on June 6.

The Kids Recreation Trust Fund
funds scholarship, equipment and
field/recreation center improvements
for children. The fund was one of
then Freeholder Chairman Angel
Estrada’s initiatives for 2004. Last
year, the County distributed approxi-
mately $1 million to the 21 towns
during the first round in October.

The Kids Recreation Trust is funded
through a combination of monies from
the Union County Open Space, Recre-
ation, and Historic Preservation Trust
Fund, private partners, foundation
monies, and other government funds.

“As a father, and someone who has
served on a board of education, the
Kids Recreation Trust Fund is an ini-
tiative that I believe is very important
to the children of Union County,” said
Freeholder Chairman Rick Proctor.

Freeholder Estrada, the Chairman
of the Union County Open Space
Recreation and Historic Preservation
Trust Fund Advisory committee, said
there are as many as 135,000 children
below the age of 18 who live in Union
County (or 26 percent of the popula-
tion) who could be recipients of ex-
panded recreational opportunities.

“There is a great need to keep our
children involved in after school and
recreational activities,” said Estrada.
“By providing for our children’s needs
in three critical areas, the Kids Recre-
ation Trust Fund takes a big step in the
right direction in making Union County
an even better place to raise a family.”

More than one third of the 135,000
children come from families whose
incomes were less than $50,000, dem-
onstrating a financial need for a pro-

gram such as the Kids Recreation
Trust Fund, according to the county’s
Public Information Department.

The deadline for submission of all
applications is Friday, August 5, and
award notification will occur in Oc-
tober. Applications can be picked up
by calling (908) 558-2277 or by vis-
iting the Office of Open Space, Rec-
reation and Historic Preservation on
the sixth floor of the Union County
Administration Building in Elizabeth.

The scholarship portion aims to
identify children, ages 5 to 18, who
are interested in participating in ex-
panded recreational events but can-
not participate due to either the cost
or staff/facility limitations. Approxi-
mately $100,000 will be awarded for
scholarships. This year’s field im-
provements portion aims to provide
expanded playing time through the
lighting of fields, and approximately
$500,000 will be awarded for that
purpose. The recreation equipment
portion provides funds for equipment
used in recreation programs —ap-
proximately $300,000.

In lieu of an organized sporting
activity, children may choose to par-
ticipate in one of three County-owned
recreation facility/programs: the
Watchung Stables Instruction,
Trailside Science Center and Nature
Center Summer Camp or Galloping
Hills Golf Course Youth Golf Camp.

Applications can also be picked up
by calling (908) 558-2277 or by vis-
iting the Office of Open Space, Rec-
reation and Historic Preservation on
the sixth floor of the Union County
Administration Building in Elizabeth.

The Open Space, Recreation and
Historic Preservation Trust Fund,
approved by Union County voters in
2000, assesses a levy of 1.5 cents per
$100 of total equalized real property
valuation for a period of 20 years. It
provides funds to protect open space,
improve parks and recreational fa-
cilities and preserve the County’s his-
toric treasures.

Annual SPBPA BBQ
Set For Tonight

SCOTCH PLAINS – The SP Busi-
ness and Professional Association
(SPBPA) invite all those interested to
the SPBPA BBQ and Network Night
on Thursday June 16 at 6:30 p.m. at
Jerseyland Park, Beryllium Road off
Plainfield Ave. in Scotch Plains. Ham-
burgers, hot dogs and beverages will
be served. Admission is free to SPBPA
members and $5 for non-members.

Meet the 2005 SPBPA scholarship
winners and network with fellow
business owners while relaxing and
enjoying the evening.

Please RSVP to 908-322-1777 or
email to info@visitscotchplains.com.

Ben Corbin for The Times
CUBS VISIT…Tiger Cubs from Den 11 of School One in Scotch Plains visiting the
office of The Westfield Leader and The Times in Westfield on June 2 to learn how
to make a newspaper.

Preservation Award Program
Tonight at Town Mun. Bld.

WESTFIELD — Pupils in
Westfield schools, as well as local
property owners, will receive awards
from the Westfield Historic Preserva-
tion Commission (WHPC) Thursday
evening in a ceremony in the Town
Council Chambers of the Westfield
Municipal Building on East Broad
Street.

The program, which begins at 7:30
p.m., marks the 13th annual presenta-
tion of the Harry Devlin Commenda-
tion Awards for outstanding local pres-
ervation of historic sites.

Children in grades 3, 5, 8 and high
school history students will receive
prizes for their entries of art and es-
says about their favorite Westfield
historic sites. The prizes are provided
by the Downtown Westfield Corpo-

ration and will be presented by Bar-
bara Burton and Joan Melloan, co-
chairwomen of the WHPC’s educa-
tion committee.

Ten commendations will also be
presented to Westfield homeowners
and to David Sutter, owner of Lancaster
Ltd. at 76 Elm Street, for restorations,
additions, alterations and/or landscap-
ing sensitive to the original architec-
ture of their properties. All interested
members of the community are in-
vited to attend the ceremony and the
reception, which follows.

Overlook Breaks Ground
For Outpatient Building
SUMMIT - Overlook Hospital, a

member of Atlantic Health System,
broke ground last week for a 75,000-
square-foot outpatient facility.

The new outpatient facility, “Medi-
cal Arts Center II” is a $14 million
project that will house physician out-
patient offices and a full service radi-
ology center on three and a half floors.
The center will include an MRI, CT
scan, x-ray, ultrasound and all breast
imaging capabilities.

The project is expected to be com-
pleted by the summer of 2006.

By CASSIE LO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD — The sixth annual
Taste of the Town and Cooking Com-
petition will be held today, June 16
from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. at The
Westwood in Garwood. All proceeds
from the event, which includes door
prizes and a Chinese Auction in addi-
tion to the cuisine, will go to the
Northern New Jersey Chapter of The
Leukemia and Lymphoma Society.
The society has been located on
Euclid Avenue in Westfield for a year
after moving from Springfield.

This year’s event is in honor of 9-
year-old Tyler Schicke of Boonton.
Tyler was diagnosed with an ex-
tremely rare form of ALL Burkitt’s
Leukemia on November 1, 2003.

The first portion of the night is the
Taste of the Town, which samples
many different types of restaurants
from surrounding towns. Xocolate
and La Spezia from Westfield,
Antonio’s Mozzarella Factory in
Springfield, The Mulberry Street
Restaurant in Woodbridge, Neelam
from South Orange and My Town

Bakery in Scotch Plains are among
the restaurants that will offer a vari-
ety of foods, wines and desserts.

The cooking competition will
showcase the chefs. Lucy Marcial
will represent Scotch Plains’ My
Town Bakery and Ed Soto and Jaime
Chaves from La Spezia and Xocolate,
respectively, will be participating.

The chefs have to concoct a dish in
20 minutes that incorporates the “se-
cret ingredient.” A panel of four
judges will taste the food and give
each dish a score from 1 to 20. The
chef with the most points will be
named the winner.

Because of the rarity of Tyler’s
disease, he has been treated by vari-
ous specialists from several hospi-
tals, including Morristown Memo-
rial, Memorial Sloan Kettering, St.
Luke’s and Vanderbilt University.

The Leukemia and Lymphoma
Society has been  helping the Schicke
family financially.

Tickets for the event will be sold at
the door for $60. For more informa-
tion, or to make a donation, please
call the Society at (908) 654-9445.

Taste of Towns to Raise
Funds for Leukemia Society


