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Westfield Pupils Place First
In Destination Imagination
WESTFIELD – On May 29, 13

Westfield students and their fami-
lies traveled to Knoxville, Tenn. to
compete in the 2005 Destination
Imagination Global Finals at The
University of Tennessee.

at the elementary school level, which
asked the fourth and fifth graders to
create and perform a live radio broad-
cast complete with technical sound
effects, an eccentric character, late
breaking news bulletin and a commer-

Destination Imagination is a prob-
lem-solving competition for students
of all ages. In early spring, each state
holds its regional and state competi-
tions with the first place finishers
moving onto the Global Finals.

With nearly 15,000 people in at-
tendance and over 900 teams from
the United States, Canada, South
America, Europe and Asia compet-
ing, Westfield’s team brought home
the first place title and trophy. This
year, Westfield sent two teams to
the competition.

One of the teams, WDIW, com-
peted against the largest number of
teams ever assembled for one chal-
lenge. With 72 teams competing,
Westfield’s WDIW secured the first
place title. They set another record
as the first team from New Jersey to
ever win a Global Final title in the
history of Destination Imagination.

The winning team competed in
the challenge, “Live! It’s Radio DI,”

cial that made an outlandish claim.
The students created sound effects,

original music, lyrics, props, costumes
and script, all depicting an authentic
1940’s-style radio broadcast.

The second team from Westfield
also did exceptionally well by plac-
ing 11th out of 55 total teams for their
challenge, “Dizzy Derby,” also at
the elementary school level. This
technical challenge required the team,
Zoomer’s 56, to construct a working
vehicle with a technical power source
that could perform a series of tasks,
and create and perform a skit that tied
together all of the tasks.

Destination Imagination is one of
the world’s largest creativity and prob-
lem-solving programs for students of
all ages, with thousands of partici-
pants in 47 US states, 15 countries
and Canadian provinces. The pro-
gram helps kids build important, life-
long skills, such as problem solving,
teamwork and divergent thinking.

DESTINED FOR GREATNESS...The Westfield Destination Imagination
team captured first place during the Global Finals at The University of
Tennessee. The competition was held on May 29. Pictured, left to right, are:
Alex Goldscmidt, Tyler Varian, Matt Ragoza, Brian Pollock, Rory Fitzpatrick,
David Verchick, Hannah McRoberts, and Team Manager Sherry Varian.

BENEFITING OTHERS…Union Catholic’s Student Movement Against Cancer
(SMAC) club hosted their first annual Quarter-Dip Dinner to benefit the fight
against cancer. SMAC members and their families donated food and desserts,
which were sold for a quarter per serving. Senior C.J. Urso donated his time and
deejay equipment to entertain guests. The event, which was coordinated by the
SMAC Executive Board, SMAC Moderator, Director of Campus Ministry and
religion teacher Karen Schurtz, raised $500. Pictured, left to right; are: Danielle
Kania, Mrs. Schurtz, Kim Shanz, Megan Dyckman and Ashley Kondracki.
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Park Middle’s ‘Healing Soles’
Will Walk for Life June 10-11

THEIR SOLES WERE MADE FOR WALKIN’…Park Middle School’s ‘Healing
Soles,’ pictured, left to right, are: front row; Marcia Hack, Katherine Pollard, Sue
Zazzara, Trudy Lopez-Cohen, Paul Kobliska, Angela Agosta, and Donna Bruno;
and back row; Gail Williams, Donna Thomas, Michelle Hart, Julianne Arnold,
Lorraine Savoy, Ralph Gerace, Roseann Fleming, Nicole Manziano, Cindy Kay,
John Scholz, Joy Ogunyemi, Bonnie Thompson, Lauren Rogalin, Kathy Lippmann,
Barbara McGuane, Aimee Sanchez and Pat Vecchione. Not pictured, are: Kelli
Covert, Kristy Donohue, Marilyn Ferro, Kevin Holloway, Jeannine Liana, Mary
Mulligan and Jennifer Sellman.

SCOTCH PLAINS — On Friday
and Saturday, June 10 and 11, 31 staff
members from Park Middle School
in Scotch Plains will join hundreds of
others at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School’s (SPFHS) “Relay for
Life” event benefiting the American
Cancer Society.

The teammates on Park’s “Healing
Soles” team will take turns running
and/or walking throughout the night
on the track that encircles the SPFHS
football field. The staff members will
walk in honor of those whose lives
have been touched by cancer, espe-
cially their colleague, Sharon Caruso,
who lost a battle with cancer earlier
this school year.

Park students also participated in
the “Relay for Life” by joining in a
recent school-wide penny war in sup-
port of their teachers.

Early in May, the “Healing Soles”
participants kicked off the fundraiser
by showing a slide presentation of
last year’s relay and introducing their
students to high school students Mike
Baumwoll, Melissa Koerner, and
Brooke Price, members of the SPFHS
group SMAC (Student Movement
Against Cancer).

The SPFHS students educated the
middle school students about SMAC,
the success of last year’s relay (over
$150,000 was raised) and the work of
the American Cancer Society.

During the penny war, Park stu-

dents set up collection jars, receiving
credit for pennies and deductions for
silver coins and dollar bills that were
collected. Of course, students raced
to empty their pockets and piggy
banks of loose change, filling their
own grade’s jar with pennies while
adding other coins and bills to the
jars of other grades.

After a week of competition, the
“Healing Soles” team learned that the
students had raised $2,629.14 on be-
half of the American Cancer Society.
The teachers were amazed and thank-
ful for the generosity of all their stu-
dents that made this donation possible.

Members of Park’s “Healing Soles”
fundraising team include: Gail Will-
iams, Donna Thomas, Michelle Hart,
Julianne Arnold, Lorraine Savoy,
Ralph Gerace, Roseann Fleming,
Nicole Manziano, Cindy Kay, John
Scholz, Joy Ogunyemi, Bonnie Th-
ompson, Lauren Rogalin, Kathy
Lippmann, Barbara McGuane, Aimee
Sanchez, Pat Vecchione, Marcia
Hack, Katherine Pollard, Sue
Zazzara, Trudy Lopez-Cohen, Paul
Kobliska, Angela Agosta, Donna
Bruno, Kelli Covert, Kristy Donohue,
Marilyn Ferro, Kevin Holloway,
Jeannine Liana, Mary Mulligan and
Jennifer Sellman.

For more information about the “Re-
lay for Life” at SPFHS or to make a
donation, please contact Dana La Grasso,
SMAC advisor, at (908) 889-8600.

IT’S A TIE…Winners of the Westfield Academic Tournament from Edison
Intermediate School pose with one of the student’s mothers, Mrs. Chartrain.
They include, pictured, left to right: Bobby O’Rourke, Justin Lo, Nick
Chartrain and Henry Zhang.

Edison, Roosevelt Schools
Win Academic Tournament

FIRST PLACE WINNERS…The students who captured first place during
the Westfield Academic Tournament also include, pictured, left to right:
Roosevelt Intermediate School students Dalton Mack, Yixiao Wang and
Andrew Marino.

WESTFIELD – Edison and
Roosevelt Intermediate Schools (EIS
and RIS) in Westfield tied for first
place in the first annual Westfield
Academic Tournament on May 21.

A total of 10 teams competed from
five local schools in the tournament
hosted by EIS.

The event ended in a tie with co-
winners from EIS: Nick Chartrain,
Justin Lo, Bobby O’Rourke and
Henry Zhang, and from RIS: Dalton
Mack, Andrew Marino and Yixiao
Wang.

St. Bartholomew’s Interparochial
School in Scotch Plains and Hillside
Avenue School in Cranford finished
with quarter-final winners and a
semi-final winning team.

Every school’s team was com-
prised of four members with an adult
moderator. There were three pre-

liminary rounds with all teams com-
peting head to head against three
different opponents.

The eight teams with the highest
combined scores then competed in
single elimination rounds, culmi-
nating in a final championship
round. The questions covered his-
tory/geography, mathematics, sci-
ence, literature/grammar, sports,
current events and general knowl-
edge.

The Brain Bowl Club members
from Westfield have been practic-
ing throughout the year for the tour-
nament, which took place from 8:30
a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Westfield public school students
who are interested in participating
in next year’s competition are wel-
come to join the Brain Bowl Club at
EIS and RIS.

Play Away Studio Schedules
Summer Classes, Activities
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Play

Away Studio in Scotch Plains will
offer classes for all ages, including
the “Music Together” program for
infants through children five years
old and their parents.

Children can experience favorite
songs, dances, rhythms, and rhymes,
led by a certified teacher. Tuition
includes a CD, cassette and illus-
trated songbook.

For the same age group, the studio
offers “Mommy & Me Art” with
Vickie Williams, which explores art
beyond the gallery walls.

“Baby Sign Language” with
Audrey King boosts communication
skills by using simple American Sign
Language vocabulary. “Cool Cats
Yoga” with Lisa DeMarco combines
the structure of yoga with creative
movement using dance, postures, sto-
ries, music and art.

Adults and teens may join an adult
yoga class, taught by Ms. DeMarco,
or they can participate in a “Drum
Circle” with Russ Murray.

The studio, which has a collection of
international percussion instruments,
is introducing two new workshops for
grade school-age children with vocal
and percussion performer Jen Starr.

“Stomp & Construct” students will
make musical instruments from items
in the style of the Off-Broadway show
Stomp. “Twist & Shout” will guide
kids through playground games, songs
and dances from past and present.

The Play Away Studio is located at
2395 Mountain Avenue in Scotch
Plains. For more information or a
brochure, please call (908) 490-1330.

Students registering before Friday,
June 18, will receive $5 off tuition, a
summer tote bag and a fall semester
coupon.
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