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Confessing Jesus Christ in a World
Troubled By Violence and War

By REV. EDWARD H. CARLL

Our world is wracked with violence
and war. But Jesus said: “Blessed are
the peacemakers, for they shall be
called the children of God” (Matt.
5:9). Innocent people, at home and
abroad, are increasingly threatened by
terrorist attacks. But Jesus said: “Love
your enemies, pray for those who per-
secute you” (Matt. 5:44).

These words, which have never
been easy, seem all the more difficult
today, as violence in the world in-
creases. The questions keep rising to
the surface, if not in conversations in
the pews before worship, then in the
parking lot afterwards: “Where is the
serious debate about what it means to
confess Christ in a world of violence?”
“Does Christian ‘realism’ mean re-
signing ourselves to an endless future
of ‘pre-emptive wars’?” “Does it mean
turning a blind eye to torture and
massive civilian casualties?” “Does
it mean acting out of fear and resent-
ment rather than respect and re-
straint?”

Faithfully confessing Christ is the
church’s task, and never more so than
when its confession is co-opted by
fear, militarism and nationalism. In
this time of crisis, those of us who
claim Christian heritage need a new
confession of Christ. (This one, ex-
cerpted from Sojourners Magazine,
Fall 2004, may be a catalyst for con-
tinued conversation among us…)

1. Jesus Christ, as attested in Holy
Scripture, knows no national bound-
aries. Those who confess his name
are found throughout the earth. Our
allegiance to Christ takes priority over
national identity.

2. Christ commits Christians to a
strong presumption against war. The
wanton destructiveness of modern
warfare strengthens this obligation.
Standing in the shadow of the Cross,
Christians have a responsibility to
count the cost, speak out for the vic-
tims, and explore every alternative
before a nation goes to war.

3. Christ commands us to see not
only the splinter in our adversary’s
eye, but also the beam in our own.
The distinction between good and

evil does not run between one nation
and another, or one group and an-
other. It runs straight through every
human heart. (We reject the false
teaching that America is a “Christian
nation,” representing only virtue,
while its adversaries are nothing but
vicious.)

4. Christ shows us that enemy-love
is the heart of the gospel. While we
were yet enemies, Christ died for us
(Rom. 5:8, 10). We are to show love
to our enemies even as we believe
God in Christ has shown love to us
and to the whole world.

Enemy-love does not mean capitu-
lating to hostile agendas or domina-
tion. It does mean refusing to demon-
ize any human being created in God’s
image. (We reject the demonization
of perceived enemies, which only
paves the way to abuse, and we reject
the mistreatment of prisoners, regard-
less of supposed benefits to their cap-
tors.)

5. Christ teaches us humility befit-
ting forgiveness...It tempers all po-
litical disagreements, and it allows
that our own political perceptions, in
a complex world, may be wrong. (We
reject the false teaching that those
who are not for the United States
politically are against it or that those
who fundamentally question Ameri-
can policies must be with the “evil-
doers.”)

The Lord Jesus Christ is either au-
thoritative for Christians, or he is not.
His Lordship cannot be set aside by
any earthly power. His words may not
be distorted for propagandistic pur-
poses. No nation-state may usurp the
place of God.

We believe that acknowledging
these truths is indispensable for fol-
lowers of Christ…and that peace-
making is central to our vocation in a
troubled world where Christ is Lord.

Anyone out there with both a pas-
sion for peacemaking and a new Con-
fession in a violent world?

* * * * * * *
Reverend Carll is Senior Pastor of

the First United Methodist Church,
located at One East Broad Street in
Westfield.
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Rev. John J. Paladino

Rev. Paladino to Be Installed
As New Pastor of St. Bart’s

By CASSIE LO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Rever-
end John J. Paladino will be installed
as the ninth Pastor of St. Bartholomew
the Apostle Roman Catholic Church
in Scotch Plains this Saturday, June
11, at 5 p.m.

Before accepting his new position
at St. Bart’s, Reverend Paladino
served as the Chaplain at Muhlenberg
Regional Medical Center in
Plainfield, where he re-
ceived recognition and
praise for his heartfelt
masses.

Reverend Paladino
told The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times
that he loved his job at
the hospital and was
leaving with mixed
emotions.

“I was with people at
a very critical time in
their lives. Families and
patients invited me into their lives at
a deep level, and I was honored that I
got to do that,” he said. The popular
priest’s masses were so well received
that the hospital started putting them
on close circuit television so people
could watch them in the lobby out-
side of the chapel.

While he will miss working at
Muhlenberg, Reverend Paladino is
pleased to be serving in Scotch Plains.
He has been in the area for five years,
and will live at St. Bart’s when he is
installed as Pastor.

During a recent service at St. Bart’s
at which he spoke, Reverend Paladino
said, “When I think of parish life, I
think of this song,” at which time he
proceeded to play the “Cheers” tele-
vision show theme song, which in-
cludes the lyrics “Where everybody
knows your name/and they’re always

glad you came.”
Reverend Paladino said he is look-

ing forward to working with St. Bart’s
parishioners. He noted his primary
goal is, “to make St. Bart’s an exten-
sion of home…a real community” with
“faithful and compassionate people.”

St. Bart’s is a fairly large church
community, with 2,200 registered
families from Summit, Garwood,
Fanwood, Scotch Plains and other
surrounding municipalities. There are

300 children who at-
tend the pre-school
through eighth-grade
program at the parish’s
Catholic school, and
500 children registered
in the parish’s religious
education program.

A number of events
were held earlier this
week in honor of Rever-
end Paladino’s installa-
tion. They will culmi-
nate with the actual cer-

emony and a light reception on June 11.
The church hosted a Holy Hour

with Evening Prayer featuring a guest
speaker Monday, June 6, through
Wednesday, June 8. On Sunday, June
12, at 7:30 p.m., there will be a listen-
ing session with the new Pastor. St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Church is
located at 2032 Westfield Avenue.

Mayor’s Saturday
On Tap In Garwood

GARWOOD – Garwood Mayor
Dennis J. McCarthy will hold his
monthly Mayor’s Saturday on June 11
from 10 to 11 a.m. in the Municipal
Building, located at 403 South Avenue.

Residents are invited to stop by to
discuss any concerns they have, or
just to say hello and meet the mayor. 
For more information, please call
(908) 789-0710.
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WHPC Scheduled to Present
Devlin Awards Next Week

AWARD-WINNING HOME…Mr. and Mrs. Rogers Herndon, the owners of this
house at 815 Highland Avenue, will be among the recipients during the Westfield
Historic Preservation Commission’s presentation of its 13th Annual Harry Devlin
Commendation Awards. The awards will be given next Thursday, June 16, at 7:30
p.m. in the Council Chambers of the Westfield Municipal Building.

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Historic Preservation Commission
(WHPC) will present its 13th An-
nual Harry Devlin Commendation
Awards on Thursday, June 16, at
7:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers
of the Westfield Municipal Build-
ing, located at 425 East Broad
Street.

Local property owners will be
honored for their recent renovations,
additions and/or landscaping sensi-
tive to historic preservation stan-
dards. All are invited to attend.

Homes to be honored, and their
owners,  are as follows: 629
Tremont Avenue, Mr. and Mrs.
James Ohaus, addition/alterations
sensitive to original architecture
and landscaping; 554 Lawrence
Avenue, Mr. and Mrs. Richard
Sauerwein, restoration and land-
scaping; 667 Fourth Avenue, Mr.
and Mrs. John R. Hillard, period
appropriate painting and landscap-
ing; 675 Boulevard, Mr. and Mrs.
Henry J. Sacco, restoration and
landscaping, and 725 Dartmoor,
Mr. and Mrs. Warren Friss, alter-
ations and landscaping.

Other honorees include 323 Pros-
pect Street, Mr. and Mrs. Joseph M.
Farella, restoration and appropriate
painting and landscaping; 637 Elm
Street, Mr. and Mrs. Frederick
Kinch, restoration and painting; 555
Mountain Avenue, Mr. and Mrs.
Karl Duchek, restoration and paint-
ing; 575 Highland Avenue, Mr. and
Mrs. Thomas Gordon, restoration
and period appropriate roofing, and
815 Highland Avenue, Mr. and Mrs.
Rogers Herndon, addition sensitive
to original structure.

Additionally, 74-76 Elm Street,
D & H Realty (David Sutter, owner
of Lancaster Ltd) will be recog-

First Baptist Church Youth
To Lead Service on Sunday
WESTFIELD – Nearly two dozen

sixth to 12th graders in the Youth
Group of the First Baptist Church
of Westfield, located at 170 Elm
Street, will plan and lead the 10:20
a.m. worship service this Sunday,
June 12.

The youth choir will sing with a
visiting praise team from the
Millington Baptist Church. Indi-
vidual students will write and present
the call to worship, opening and com-
munity prayers, children’s moments
and other spoken elements of wor-
ship. They also will provide all sup-
port services, such as greeters and
ushers.

In lieu of the traditional sermon,
six graduating high school seniors
will each share a few minutes of
testimony. They are Jeff Greenlaw,
Erin Klein and David Torres of
Westfield High School; Alicia
Lambros of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School; Colleen McGuire of
Rahway High School, and Christine
Foster of the Academy of the Holy
Angels in Demarest.

Other graduates who will be hon-
ored at the service include Danielle
Hoy of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School, Christine Izmirlian of
Rutgers University in Newark,
Tashera Perry of Mary Baldwin Col-

lege in Staunton, Va., Ben Porter of
the University of Wisconsin at Madi-
son, and Jonathan Redeker of Ithaca
College in New York.

The service will be followed by an
all-church picnic at the home of Min-
ister of Adult Education Lou Ruprecht
in Califon. Members will carpool to
the cookout, and newcomers are wel-
come. For more information, please
call (908) 233-2278 or email
firstbaptist.westfield@verizon.net.

nized for restoration sensitive to the
original architecture.

The winners of the WHPC’s recent
Youth Art/Essay Contest also will be
honored that evening. They include:

Third Grade: Essay – First place,
Virginie Caspard, Franklin Elemen-
tary School, and second place, An-
drew Castellone of Wilson Elemen-
tary School. Austin Hatch of Wilson
School won first place for art.

Fifth Grade: Essay – First place,
Emily Smith, Franklin School; second
place, Jackson O’Leary, Franklin
School; third place, Megan Sheil,
Jefferson Elementary School, and
Honorable Mention, Abby Sawers,
Wilson School. Art – First place, Emily
Bailey; second place, Robert Capaldo,
and third place, Caroline Gelinne. All
are from Wilson School.

Eighth grade: Essay – First place,
Christine Clark; second place, Brit-
tany Cortinhal, and third place, Brian
Gingrich. Adria DeVita won Honor-
able Mention.

Art – First place, Danielle
Gillyard and Dominique Gillyard;
second place, Amanda Lojo, and
third place, Emily Tebbetts.

Poster – First place, Paulina
Cortes; second place, Grace Hanley,
and third place, Dean Thompson.
Poetry – First place, Alexis
Constantine. All the eighth grade
winners are from Edison Interme-
diate School.

Westfield High School history stu-
dents each won first place in the fol-
lowing categories: Poetry, Allison
Fleder, 11th grade; Art, Sarah Pecker,
10th grade, and Photography, Annie
Peyton, 11th grade.


