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BOE Excess Spending Philosophy
May Have Doomed Budget Vote

Parking Fee Hikes Ought To be
Scrutinized by Town Council

Area Residents Must Show Force to
Oppose Proposed AT&T Cell Tower

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Amblosis – Abortion or miscarriage
2. Tribadism – Lesbianism
3. Deduit – Delight; sport
4. Trepha – Food that is not kosher

INTIMA
1. The innermost layer of the wall of an

artery
2. Refined; reserved
3. A nerve cell connected with other

nerve cells
4. A private place where conversation

is permitted
SBIRRO

1. In India, a disciple or novice
2. A member of the police force in Italy
3. A male fish during breeding time
4. A tanner of pelts or animal skins

PRINK
1. To wrinkle, crinkle
2. Pure; fresh
3. To dress for show
4. To please

SONSY
1. Having wits; sense; understanding
2. Gaudy and superficial
3. Concise; brief; to the point
4. Lucky, pleasing

As a resident of Westfield for 10 years
now, I have attended a few of our town
council meetings and have offered my
opinion in open forum twice. Each time it
was about the current topic concerning
our town council, and of course, that was
parking.

The first time was during Mayor Tom
Jardim’s reign. My concern then was that
the council was looking at an expensive
solution to additional parking, while ig-
noring some basic infrastructure needs
and maintenance (I noticed the paint was
peeling off all the windows at the town
hall building where this meeting was tak-
ing place and mentioned this to the mayor,
his answer was that the work was to be
scheduled, I believe).

The other time was during Mayor Greg
McDermott’s endeavor’s in parking. My
suggestion was, at that time, to put a
mechanical parking gate at the commuter
lot, similar to those in use at most parking
facilities I’ve seen (hey, just a thought, I
hate those things).

Before I was sold my first monthly
parking pass, after a lengthy period of
side street parking that included being
towed once (I was partially blocking the
driveway of a woman who needed oxy-
gen delivered, oops.) I even went to the
black market to buy my first parking pass.

Ok, the punch line is, I think our coun-
cil members should scrutinize the park-
ing increases over the last three adminis-
trations in general and by those on the
parking committee. I do agree with vari-
ous members on the council, that parking
benefits all in our town, yet the flip side of
that coin is, then all should pay, not just
those of us that see Murray (the coffee
guy at the train station) every morning.

Increases are to be expected, lets say
two or three percent a year, with reviews
occurring at three to five year intervals.
The pricing should be inline with similar
facilities in neighboring towns so some of
the last increases should stay in place.

Well that’s it, this is my first letter. I
only wish I wrote one before we spent $20
million on an addition to our high school,
even though our kids walk to the athletic
field a couple of blocks away, (did any-
one notice the vacant school house there?
One of two in our town.)

And the good Doctor thinks we’re just
upset over tax increases in New Jersey?
Of course we are, but please don’t add to
the burden. The school budget went from
$48 million to $77 million in 10 years? I
know some of this is due to unfunded
mandates, but that $20 million wasn’t
mandated, and Mr. Mayor your parking
garage walked down a similar path. How
many times can you pass the hat around
before people turn their backs?

Here’s an idea, since there are multiple
applicants per teaching opening, we hold
the upper hand, lets start looking for our
teachers and administrators to pay 30
percent of their benefits package, an item
that has been increasing at 15 percent a
year unchecked and hire a competent
negotiator on a per diem basis to work on
other items.

If the teachers and their union repre-
sentative get upset, (I’m counting on it)
just think how strong that lobby group
would be. Let’s turn them loose on the
insurance companies. Come on, folks,
it’s time to think outside the box.

Gary Eelman
Westfield

I have read, with interest, the many
letters to the editor, trying to analyze the
defeat of the board of education (BOE)
budget. Board members have tended to
place blame on the apathy of parents,
short poll hours and the need for better
budget communications.

On the last item, as a harried taxpayer,
I resent the use of budget funds to propa-
gandize the need to pass the budget. As
to the second item, I wonder if longer
poll hours wouldn’t give commuters a
much better chance to vote – and they
could go either way as many are not
necessarily school parents. School par-
ents are generally available to vote dur-
ing poll hours. Finally – none of the
board members have apparently consid-
ered that maybe the voters are trying to
send a message: Pull in your belt.

Our teachers are the highest paid in the
state, with maximum benefits (including
a voluntary extension to “partners”). De-
spite a trend through the state and the
country, we do not charge for the privi-
lege (or right, as the students see it) of
school parking. I know of other schools
with a much larger area charging any-
where from $75 to $150 per year.

We seek to hire assistant coaches for
sports of which we can’t even field a team
and elevate sports from the “club” to
“varsity” level without regard to the cost.

Before castigating the voters of
Westfield, let’s stop to consider that the
spend, spend, spend philosophy of the
BOE – and for that matter, the town
council, should be readdressed.

0

Alfred Morasso
Westfield

Editor’s Note: This is a copy of a letter
that was recently sent to the Westfield
Board of Adjustment, Planning Board,
Mayor McDermott, and each member of
the Town Council, and Democratic may-
oral candidate Tom Jardim.

*****
I am a lifelong resident of Westfield

and currently reside in town with my
wife of 12 years and my eight-year-old
twin daughters who are enrolled in third
grade at Washington Elementary School.
I love this town and made a conscious
decision to raise my own children here,
rather than moving elsewhere.

My family and I reside on Drummond
Road, which is a small, quiet and beau-
tiful street located in the Second Ward,
sandwiched between the Wychwood
Garden apartments on one side and
Springfield Avenue on the other.

This is a safe and pleasant neighbor-
hood, somewhat undiscovered because
it is off the beaten track. There are many
young children in our neighborhood and
the residents continue to make improve-
ments to their homes and properties so as
to enhance their property values.

It is with great alarm that I recently
learned of a proposal by Cellular Tele-
phone Co., d/b/a AT&T Wireless, to
construct an 85-foot cell phone tower
with floodlights on the Wychwood Gar-
dens property. This proposed tower,
which will be disguised as a flag pole, is
almost twice the allowable height for
structures under the existing zoning or-
dinance and will have an oversized flag
on top that is larger than the flag at
Autoland on Route 22.

The floodlights will illuminate the flag
all night long. As a taxpayer, lifelong
town resident, homeowner and most im-
portantly, a father of young children, I
urge the town to reject this abominable
and inappropriate application.

Ample legal authority exists for the
denial of the application. The courts of
this state consistently have upheld the
denial of variances to applicants who
seek to construct telecommunications
towers in residential zones.

In my letter to the Board of Adjust-
ment, Planning Board, Mayor, and Town
Council, I discussed and provided spe-
cific citations to Appellate Division and
Supreme Court decisions upholding lo-
cal boards’ denial of applications to con-

struct telecommunications towers in resi-
dential zones.

The proposed 85-foot AT&T Wire-
less tower fails to satisfy either the posi-
tive or the negative criteria that the New
Jersey Municipal Land Use law requires
such an application to meet. The tower is
particularly unsuitable for placement in
a residential neighborhood. It will detri-
mentally affect the quality of life of the
residents, will impose a substantial det-
riment upon the public good, change the
character of the area, have an adverse
visual effect on the neighborhood, will
not promote the general welfare, and is
inconsistent with the town’s zoning or-
dinance.

AT&T Wireless has failed to demon-
strate an absence of reasonable alterna-
tive locations for its proposed tower that
are already zoned for commercial or
industrial uses and that are not located
immediately adjacent to an established
residential neighborhood. For example,
there is no indication that AT&T Wire-
less has explored placement of its tower
in non-residential areas of town such as
the nearby Cardinal Drive office/com-
mercial development. There is also no
evidence that AT&T Wireless has ex-
plored placement of its tower on top of
an existing commercial building in down-
town Westfield, Cranford, Garwood,
Union, or Kenilworth.

Particularly disturbing is that this 85-
foot tower will have floodlights illumi-
nating the flag at night. It is hard to
conceive of anything more detrimental
to the residents’ quality of life. It is
shocking that AT&T Wireless even
would consider placing such a monstrous
structure in this residential neighbor-
hood, especially given that Westfield is
surrounded by large commercial and in-
dustrial areas that are more appropri-
ately suited to such uses.

The Board of Adjustment is sched-
uled to meet at the municipal building on
Wednesday, June 15, at 7 p.m., to con-
sider AT&T Wireless’ application. I urge
all affected residents, and even those
residents who do not live in this neigh-
borhood but simply care about maintain-
ing the quality of life in this town, to turn
out in force at the meeting to make their
voices heard in opposition to this inap-
propriate application.

Joseph Aronds
Westfield

Reader Questions
Lights and Turf

I am writing to express my support for
the editorial in the June 2 Leader. As a
resident of Summit Court, it was disturb-
ing how an almost secret decision was
made that would negatively impact the
local area and possibly the whole town.
The decision to allocate close to a million
dollars for soccer lights and turf was
curious enough, even in light of the school
budget being voted down and the inevi-
table closing of some school programs
and increase of class sizes.

There seems to be no acknowledgement
of the current traffic issues on Summit
Court and how having lights at the sum-
mer field will only exacerbate an already
growing problem.

At the Council meeting a few weeks
ago, Rafael Betancourt, a man I respect
and know to be honorable, spoke about
the need for the town council to rely upon
the experts and that’s why he voted for the
lights and the turf. He was relying on the
recreation department. I agree with him
in theory, but his confidence is misplaced.
The residents of the local area rely on the
town council.

The recreation department and the soc-
cer association are concerned, and rightly
so, about the state of sports. They ignore
the fact that other sports have needs as
your editorial pointed out. However, they
also ignore the safety issues and town
budget issues and that’s where the coun-
cil lets down the local residents and the
town residents.

We need the town council to be the
experts here and carefully examine the
entire problem. What was proposed is too
reminiscent of Westfield’s experience
with the parking deck. There is still time
for adequate review and a better decision-
making process and a more balanced de-
cision.

Sam Kahn
Westfield

Drug Companies Are Making Cost
Of Drugs Out of Reach For Citizens

The following letter was sent to Con-
gressman Ferguson, and U.S. Senators
Corzine and Lautenberg. I want them to
be aware of the difficulties we are having
with buying drugs today.

My problem is with the drug compa-
nies in general. I think they are out of
control and we are at a point where they
are just laughing in our face. By we, I
mean the average U.S. citizen. We need
some protection and I do not hear that
coming out of Washington.

After a stroke, my husband has been
successfully treated with a medication for
22 years. At first, the medication was a
name brand and it was very expensive.
Sometime in the 1990’s, it went generic
and the price came down.

The price has been rising in small
amounts, from $47.06 in 2002 to $56.27
on February 17, 2005. When I went for a
refill last week, they wanted $126.18 for

the same 270 pills.
I refuse to buy them. This was a whole-

sale house called Costco. I went back to
Pathmark, where I used to buy them and
the pharmacist told me that their price
would also be high, and that was with my
AARP discount.

I called the doctor, thinking he could
take my husband off the drug after 22
years, but he did not want to so we de-
cided to call Canada. They quoted me a
price of $79.60 for 300 pills. In the U.S.,
I was about to be charged $126.18 for 270
pills.

What is happening in America? The
average citizen needs defend him/herself
from this corporate greed. A $61.91 in-
crease in three months is usury. We the
American people need some answers.
Enough is enough.

Gloria Abitante
Westfield

Will Mayor Greg McDermott
Say Goodbye to Westfield?

At a recent Republican Party fundraiser, area
legislators, friends and family honored Mayor Greg
McDermott for his service to Westfield. He will be
resigning from office at the end of June, before the
completion of his term, which ends December 31,
2005, and will be moving his family to Bernardsville.

His resignation has brought about much specula-
tion as to the reasons behind it. Many believe he is
leaving because of a case of “sour grapes” in relation
to the parking deck fiasco, a project that divided not
only town officials, but residents as well. In all
likelihood, the failed deck initiative will be part of
his legacy.

Mayor McDermott’s time in office will be remem-
bered for two humorous incidents. He was quoted as
calling the Christmas tree a “holiday tree,” which
caused uproar that eventually led to the mayor’s
“back peddling” – that the comment was made in
error. Several years ago, the mayor welcomed “The
Blue Machine” into Westfield, as he rode it down the
sidewalks of town. The much-heralded machine, a
self-propelled sidewalk cleaner, is now in mothballs.

During the mayor’s reign, both Christmas and
Chanukah celebrations became commonplace at the
train station in December. He led the town during the
Temple Emanu-El parking lot issue, following pub-
lic outcry against locating the parking area in close
vicinity to homes. Some cries of anti-Semitism were
raised, and the council had to deal with the tumult
created by the divisive decision, eventually voting 4-
3 in favor of allowing the Temple to build a parking
lot on adjacent land.

Additionally, the mayor’s tenure will be remem-
bered for the Westfield High School parking situa-
tion; the spread of McMansions and over-develop-
ment in Westfield. Also, the mayor and council
worked on improving traffic safety and flow. Confu-
sion created by the new “roundabout” on South
Avenue was assuaged. Memorial Pool was expanded
and the upkeep of the playing fields in town realized.

There are those in town who will remember Mayor
McDermott as a caring, compassionate man, espe-
cially those affected by 9/11. Some children in town
consider him a hero. The mayor is a charming
individual.

In the September 12, 2002 edition of The Westfield
Leader, Mayor McDermott said, “September 11th
and the days that followed were the most difficult
days I have encountered as Mayor of this town. I
continue to be humbled by the strength of the
Westfield families who lost loved ones on that day
and am immensely proud of the outpouring of con-
cern and support that the community has expressed
for its neighbors.”

Mayor McDermott personally visited the families
impacted by the tragedy and offered his own support,
and not by a simple, cursory remark. He helped oversee
the United Fund of Westfield’s creation of a September
11 fund to provide relief to grieving families.

Tragically, a year later, Westfield faced the death
of Westfield High School student Greta Schoenemann
on September 11, 2002. Again, the mayor governed
during anguish in the town. In both instances, Mayor
McDermott handled the circumstances with class
and dignity.

Mayor McDermott is tied to the history of Westfield

in two ways. He had the honor of welcoming Presi-
dent George W. Bush when he visited Westfield this
March – the first time a sitting President visited
Westfield in close to a century. Secondly, he will be
remembered as a Westfield mayor who has resigned
and left town.

The last time a Westfield mayor resigned was
when then-Mayor Richard Bagger was elected to the
Assembly and shed his mayoral duties. Yet, still to
this day, Mr. Bagger lives in Westfield.

Not only is the mayor leaving Westfield, but the
21st Legislative District as well. After losing the
“roll off” to Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (LD-21),
has Mayor McDermott’s political career been sty-
mied in this district? Could he possibly have aspira-
tions for higher office in Legislative District 16 and
feels the need to relocate in order to further his
political opportunities?

Although Mayor McDermott was always acces-
sible to family and friends while in office, was he
really accessible and in touch with the public over
the last two years? Many feel he became reclusive
and difficult to get in touch with near the end of his
Westfield career.

The mayor launched a pancake breakfast to sup-
port troops in Iraq and Afghanistan, an example of
his caring spirit and proof of his attentiveness to local
and international concerns.  He also helped educate
the town during the Pink Line project that “painted
the town pink” in order to raise money and aware-
ness for breast cancer.

As the mayor’s tenure comes to a close, he will
once again be simply known as Mr. McDermott. He
and his family will no longer have the burden of
public examination.

Is stress associated with leadership so burdensome
that Mayor McDermott decided to move? Or is it
now the nature of the job as mayor to encounter stress
to unbearable levels?

We hope not, as this burden will likely deter candi-
dates from seeking office in order to avoid subjecting
loved ones to the scrutiny of the public eye.

As the mayor moves on, so does Westfield. Will
our next leader be Third Ward Councilman Andy
Skibitsky or former Mayor Tom Jardim? We hope it
won’t be too stressful for either one of them.

We hope Mayor McDermott will say goodbye to
Westfield in a speech or a note. Everyone wishes the
best for Andrea, Greg and the kids while hoping they
retain fond memories of the town.

Washington School
Thanks Merchants

The Washington School Show is the
main fundraiser for Washington Elemen-
tary School in Westfield.

The producers of the show, Cathy
Hawkins, Grace Cetlin, Katie Virzi, and
Barbara Bagger, would like to extend
heartfelt thanks to all the local merchants
that placed an advertisement in the show
playbill.

The show raised $24,000 for the Wash-
ington School PTO and could not have
been such a huge success without the
support of the local merchants and busi-
ness owners.

The producers of the 2006 show will
be Jen Schlidge, Anita Mushell, Ms. Virzi
and Ms. Bagger. The show has been
selected and is sure to be a super show!

Katie Virzi
Westfield

Walter Clarkson Was A
‘Remarkable’ Teacher
At Westfield High School, I wrote for

Walter Clarkson. I wrote and rewrote,
and yes, I rewrote some more.

He pushed. He provoked. He crumpled
and tossed. He yelled a lot.

But if memory serves me correctly, he
cared deeply. In return, I worked harder
for Mr. Clarkson than for any other class.
For once, it wasn’t about the grade I
would receive, but the acknowledgement
that my writing was improving, that this
week was better than the last.

I’ve done a lot of writing since 1986.
Regardless of the assignment – a college
paper, a press release, an ad campaign, a
master’s thesis, a magazine article or a
grant proposal, Mr. Clarkson’s lessons
have simply stuck. As if on autopilot, I’ve
always worked to make the text tighter
and come up with a stronger lead. And I
still try not to use the thesaurus.

Even now, staring at my monitor al-
most 20 years later, I can hear his words.
Though I’m certain this letter would be
covered in red, I feel its message should
be delivered. Walter Clarkson was a re-
markable teacher who inspired, some-
times frightened and most importantly,
reached me.

Rachelle Reifer Sanders
Hollis, NH
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Westfield Resident Questions The
Omission of Laurie Clarke Cuoco
The article and photograph on the front page of last week’s

Westfield Leader were appreciated. It sends a strong mes-
sage to all to support our military men and women (even if
one does not support the “cause”) every day, but especially
on the day of remembrance, Memorial Day.

However, the article does not mention the woman march-
ing alongside the marine. She is HM2 Laurie Clarke Cuoco,
a decorated Navy/Marine Medic who has served two tours of
duty in Iraq.

Laurie grew up in Summit, New Jersey and is a third
degree black belt. She has been under fire many times in
Iraq.  The fact that she was asked to participate in the
parade and the medals on her uniform warranted further
inquiry. Thank you.

Kathy Gilmartin
Westfield


