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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Going Just By the Numbers,
Who Is NJ’s Premier School?

Picking a national top 25 of anything
is a difficult, maybe impossible, task.
But that never stops USA Today from
attempting rankings in some high school
sports, and there are several magazines
that rank teams in football, basketball,
baseball and soccer.

Sports Illustrated got into the act a
couple weeks back, naming the Top 25
High School Sports Schools in the coun-
try. The No. 1 team was Long Beach
(Calif.) Poly Tech, and looking at its
teams’ records and the names of some of
its graduates, it’s tough to argue that pick.

SI also listed the No. 1 sports school
in every state, and the No. 1 team in New
Jersey was … Bergen Catholic?

Not to belittle the Oradell school –
which draws some of the top athletes
from Bergen County, New York City,
Westchester and Rockland counties in
New York, and other New Jersey coun-
ties – but it’s tough to even see the
Crusaders as the state’s No. 1 parochial
sports school. Christian Brothers Acad-
emy in Middletown and Seton Hall Prep
are both more dominant in more sports,
and have been for a while. Bergen Catho-
lic does have a nationally known foot-
ball program, and that doesn’t hurt.

But has Bergen Catholic won 88 state
championships in 13 different sports?
That’s 88 state championships – as in
state Group 4 champions. Eighty-eight
is the number of state championships
put up by the Blue Devils of Westfield
High School. And that’s not counting
wrestling, where WHS has won 24 dis-
trict titles and had 11 individual state
champions, both numbers far superior
to Bergen Catholic.

Here’s a sport-by-sport breakdown of
WHS championship teams:

Boys swimming: 20
Football: 14 (sectional titles)
Boys tennis: 14
Boys cross-country: 12
Girls swimming: 9
Girls tennis: 5
Golf: 3
Boys soccer: 3
Boys lacrosse: 2
Girls soccer: 2
Boys track: 2
Boys basketball: 1
Bowling: 1
When you think about it, how many

schools can compete with those num-
bers, both the total of state champion-
ships, and the number of different sports?
Maybe schools with long histories, like
Montclair, Ridgewood, Moorestown and
Trenton. More recently, Shawnee has
become a state power in many different
sports, but nowhere near 88 state titles.

In a “what have you done lately” world,
maybe Westfield isn’t the sports giant he
used to be. But numbers are numbers, and
88 state championships in 13 different
sports makes WHS the No. 1 New Jersey
sports school in my eyes, until somebody
comes up with better numbers.

DEN TRIVIA
Ryan Shallcross lost a playoff last

week for medalist honors at the state

golf championships. Has WHS ever had
an individual state champion in golf?

GOLFERS WIN IT ALL
Congrats go out to John Turnbull and

his WHS golfers, for winning the state
championship last week in Burlington
County. It was the team’s second state
title in three years, and was accom-
plished with four outstanding rounds of
golf by Ryan Shallcross (71), Jimmy
Arbes (72), Garrett Cockren (80) and
Nick Petrarca (84).

It also brought a major championship
home for a team that was upset in the
county (by Cranford) and sectional (by
Ridgewood) tournaments.

Unfortunately, the team couldn’t seal
the deal on an unbeaten season, and a
guaranteed final No. 1 ranking in the
state, because it lost its season finale to
Cranford by one stroke. The loss also
ended a 44-match win streak for WHS.

“This group of seniors went 81-3-2
for their careers,” Turnbull said. “They
finished in the top two in 80 percent of
the tournaments they were entered in.
And they won three (Watchung) confer-
ence, three county and two state cham-
pionships.”

When you consider that Turnbull has
put together a schedule that pits WHS
against just about every team in the state
top 20, 81-3-2 is an amazing record.

MILLER IN SENIOR GAMES
Chick Miller, one of Westfield’s all-

time best baseball players, is 79-plus
years old, and still going strong. The
former U.S. postal worker will be com-
peting at the 2005 Summer National
Senior Games in Pittsburgh next week.

Miller, who played shortstop for Joe
Freeman’s baseball teams in 1942, ’43
and ’44 when he was the captain, will
play in the 75-and-over division of the
Senior Games, on June 10 at North Park
in Allison Park, Pa.

PROJECT UPDATES
Just a reminder about the senior

projects of a couple of WHS seniors.
Lauren Gelmetti will be holding a

pick-up day this Saturday in the parking
lot at WHS, near the varsity softball
field, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Anybody
with old ball gloves, bats, batting gloves,
helmets, balls, bat bags, any kind of
baseball/softball equipment should bring
them. Ms. Gelmetti will be donating
them to Bats, Balls, Gloves and Kids, an
organization that distributed those items
to the needy around the state. If you
can’t make it Saturday, you can drop
stuff off at her house 436 Montauk Drive,
but please call her at (908) 233-8694
before doing so.

And Lauren Winchester’s task of put-
ting together an alumni swim meet is
coming all fairly well. The alumni ros-
ter is still a little short, but there’s an-
other week to contact Winchester at
winnie1912@comcast.net and get more
information. The alumni rosters so far
look like this (graduating class in paren-
thesis):

Men: Coach: George Kapner. Swim-
mers: Peter Heesch (1965), Joe Wilson

(’72), Ted Ritter (’82), Seth Burstein
(’99), Ray Encarnacion (’00).

Women: Coach: Bev Torok. Swim-
mers: Anne (Sayre) Loughlin (’78),
Kerry (Lucke) Walsh (’85), Melissa
Wells (’89), Bethany Dresely (’02),
Alexis (Hay) Bradley (unknown).

A FAMILIAR NAME
Jeff Duelks had two goals last week

for Ridge as the Red Devils eliminated
WHS from the state lacrosse tourna-
ment with a 9-7 victory. Duelks is the
son of Bob Duelks, tri-captain of the
unbeaten 1972 WHS football team, and
the nephew of current WHS assistant
football/baseball coach Dave Duelks.

REMEMBER WHEN …
June 2, 1950: Charles Patterson of

WHS wins the singles title in the first
county tennis championships.

June 2, 1955: Former WHS all-stater
John (Chich) Chironna is named head
football coach at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School.

June 2, 1956: Tom Richards defeats
defending champion Frank Blazek of
Thomas Jefferson to win the county
singles championship in tennis.

June 2, 1970: Rich Anderson outduels
Harry Linderoth as WHS defeats Cranford
1-0 in 12 innings on an unearned run.

June 3, 1957: Perry Fisher, who played
third singles most of the year, beats
Linden’s Bob Weitzman 6-1, 6-1 to win
the county singles championship.

June 3, 1963: Bob Stuhler, son of the
legendary Pat Cumming, routs
Cranford’s Bob Olsen 6-1, 6-1 to win
the county singles title.

June 4, 1966: Parsippany beats
Westfield (and Donny Anderson) 2-1
with two runs on a bottom-of-the-ninth
bunt in semifinals of the Greater New-
ark Tournament in Verona.

June 5, 1939: Danny Williams of
WHS shoots a 77 to capture the county
golf medalist honors.

June 5, 1965: Greg Chlan pitches all
12 innings as Westfield tops Union 2-1
in a Greater Newark Tournament semi-
final. Chuck Hood’s single scored Bobby
Flynn with the winning run.

June 6, 1942: Dick Thomas and Steve
Stockslager won 6-3, 1-6, 6-4 at the
decisive second doubles match as WHS
beats Rutherford 3-2 to win the state
Group 3 tennis championship.

June 6, 1987: Chris Miller stars in
goal as WHS beats Bridgewater-Raritan
East 9-4 to win its second straight state
lacrosse title.

June 7, 1986: Rob Schmalz has three
goals and two assists for WHS as it beats
Bridgewater-Raritan East 12-6 to win
its first state lacrosse championship.

TRIVIA ANSWER
In 1935, Bob Wilkinson shot 79-68-

147 to win the state public school indi-
vidual title. Terry Brady won the public
school individual crown in 1948 with
86-80-166.

Devil’s Den appears Thursday in The
Westfield Leader. Contact us with com-
ments or suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com

HEARON, RICCIUTI EACH WHACK 3 RBI, SCORE 3 RUNS

Baseball Blue Devils Bounce
Bayonne, 14-12, in Sectionals

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The fifth-seeded Westfield High
School baseball team bounced fourth-
seeded Bayonne, 14-12, in the
quarterfinals of the North Jersey Sec-
tion 2, Group 4 tournament in
Bayonne on May 27. The Swinging
Bees, however, kept the scorebook
open and fans on the edge of their
seats by scoring seven runs in the
seventh inning.

The 17-9 Blue Devils totaled 15
hits and were led by Billy Hearon and
Tom Ricciuti who each had three RBI
and scored three times. Senior
leftfielder Sam Kim went 3-for-4,
drove in four runs and swiped two
bases. Bayonne’s Matt Singer and
Rob Kochanski each finished with
three hits and three-runs.

In his five innings of pitching,
Hearon allowed five runs on nine
hits, struck out four and walked two.
Reliever Brandon Cuba scattered
seven hits, struck out four Bees and
walked two.

“We’ve had a whole bunch of games
that went right down to the wire in
both wins and losses,” said Blue Devil
Head Coach Bob Brewster. “Those
things start to come back as time goes
on and you’ll be experienced in play-
ing in a pressure game like that, and
that’s part of playing baseball. We
had the chance at the end. We make
the play and that was the game. It’s
over! We move on. State tournaments
are about survival. Just win and move,
win and move!”

Westfield took a 3-0 lead in the
first. Kim worked a walk and Mike
Murray drew an intentional pass. Kim
scored on Ricciuti’s RBI single.
Murray scuffed the plate on a RBI
single to center by Alex Zierler who
scored off a Cuba’s single. The Bees
took advantage of an outfield error
and evened the score when Mike
Vitale and Chris Otero each whacked
RBI singles.

The Blue Devils rocked the Bees
with five runs in the second. Jay
Anderson sliced a leadoff double to

right, Kim singled, Hearon powered
a two-run triple and scored on a single
to center by Murray. Riccuiti walked,
swiped second and third and scored
on Mike Diaz’s two-run double. The
Bees answered with Kochanski’s two-
run double.

The Blue Devils spoke loudly in
the fifth with four runs. Kim took one
for the team, Hearon received a free
pass and Murray delivered an RBI
single to right. Ricciuti smashed an
RBI double, landed safely on third on
a throwing error and scored when
Cuba poked a liner to right.

“They walked Murray a couple of

times (27 times on the season) and
Ricciuti made them pay for it,” said
Brewster. “When you have a great
hitter like Mike and they pitch around
him and the guys behind him are
hitting, it makes a coaches decision

pretty bad sometimes. Tommy has
been used to that and getting the big
hits for us and it’s been nice.”

The Blue Devils added two runs in
the sixth. Kim outran a throw to first,
swiped second and scored on a single
by Hearon. Ricciuti then hammered
an RBI triple to center, making the
score 14-5.

Cuba relieved Hearon in the sixth,
allowed one hit and stuck out two but
the game managed to spin out of
control in the seventh when seven
Bees swarmed the plate led by
Sikorski and Singer who each bashed
bases-loaded doubles.

After the game, Brewster said,
“Hearon is one of the greatest com-
petitors that I’ve had the opportu-
nity to coach. He can will his team
to win a game. There was another
kid that I saw who played football
for Westfield a number of years
ago. His name was Brandon Doerr.
In a game against Rahway, I re-
membered he had to make a field
goal to win the game. He had pulled
his hamstring or his quad earlier in
the game and I don’t care where he
was kicking it from, he was going to
make that ball go through. That’s
Brandon and that’s also Billy. In
pressure situations, he’s the man
you want in there. He’s as tough as
they come.”
Westfield 350 042 0 14
Bayonne 320 000 7 12

WESTFIELD OFFICE • 600 North Avenue West • Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-0065
For all your mortgage needs Call ERA Mortgage at 888-421-3813

Visit us at burgdorff.com to see all our homes for sale.

16 Offices Throughout New Jersey
Owned and Operated By NRT Incorporated

FANWOOD $399,000 FANWOOD $459,000

SCOTCH PLAINS $679,900 WESTFIELD $429,900

MOUNTAINSIDE $918,000

WESTFIELD $859,000

Great buy!  Custom Ranch in a convenient location offers 3 Bed-
rooms, 1.5 baths, wood floors, Formal Living Room and Dining Room,
newer furnace.  Close to schools, shopping and transportation.

Charm and convenience!  This side-hall Colonial has an inviting
front porch and charming entrance foyer.  The first floor, Living
Room and Dining Room have high ceilings and hardwood floors,
large Eat-In Kitchen, 4 Bedrooms, 1.5 baths and Central Air Condi-
tioning.  Close to town, train and all schools.

Quality built expanded Ranch offers a Living Room with stone fire-
place, Formal Dining Room with picture window, updated Kitchen
with breakfast area opening to sun-filled Family Room, Master Bed-
room with full bath and walk-in closet, CAC, bright interior, 2nd

floor Bedroom with bath, nice yard with beautiful foliage.

Charming Colonial, close to town and train offers a Living Room
with fireplace, Formal Dining Room, deck overlooking recently land-
scaped yard, gleaming hardwood floors and freshly painted interior.

Four Bedroom Colonial has charming, traditional elements with all
the modern conveniences.  New granite Kitchen, baths, furnace,
deck, patio and so much more.

Center hall Colonial with large rooms.  All recently updated, newer
Kitchen opening into Family Room.  Very private setting on cul-de-
sac.  Truly a rare find!

Director: Tom Breznitsky, SP-FHS Boys Varsity Coach

Home of the 7 time
NJ State Champion
Boys’ Soccer Team

Raider Summer Soccer Camps
July 11-15 • July 25-29

908-322-6102
raidercamp@comcast.net

Call for Information and Applications

HOURS:

“Kindersoccer”: 9am-11:30am

Grades 1-4: 9am-12pm

Grades 5-11: 9am-3pm

at Scotch Plains Fanwood High School Fields

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CLAIMING WHAT’S HIS…Blue Devil senior Sam Kim stoked up the dirt and
a Swinging Bee as he swipes second. Kim went 3-for-4, scored three runs and
swiped two bases. Westfield defeated Bayonne, 14-12.


