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GALLAGHER, SHARKEY FLICK IN 3 GOALS APIECE

Blue Devil Lax Boys Topple
Northern Highlanders, 14-8

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“The best defense is a good of-
fense,” commented Blue Devil Head
Coach Gerry Benaquista after his team
humbled Northern Highlands, 14-8,
in the second round of the Group 3
Tournament at Gary Kehler Stadium
in Westfield on May 25. The 9-11
Blue Devils received the majority of
their offensive punch from midfielder
Matt Gallagher (two assists) and at-
tacker Ryan Sharkey, who netted three
goals each.

The Blue Devil defense, with the
help of the offense that totaled 41
shots on goal – 11 first quarter, 11
second quarter, 11 third quarter and 8
in the fourth quarter – held state scor-
ing leader Doug Friedman to only
one second-quarter goal and assist.
Additionally, the Blue Devils amassed
44 ground balls – 27 in the second
half – and senior goalie Chris Zaffuto
made 18 saves.

Attacker Andrew Schott fired in
two goals and added an assist for
Westfield, while sophomores Joe

Simone and Ryan Yarusi each had a
goal and two assists. Chris Mattes
and Brady Lau each had a goal and an
assist, while Luke Baran and Nick
DeRosa each netted a goal. Jarret
Bauer and Chris Halpin led the 15-6
Highlanders with three goals and two
goals, respectively.

Two minutes into the first quarter,
Gallagher stuffed his first goal into
the Highlander net then, after de-
fender Kevin Maus stole the ball be-
hind the Blue Devil goal, Simone

SMITH WINS HJ, 110H; ROBOTHAM, GIRLS 4X400 WIN

Raider Boys Get 3rd, Girls 4th
In NJ Section 2, Group 3 Track

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School senior Sean Smith literally
came to within a chest hair of win-
ning three events at the North Jersey,
Section 2, Group 3 track and field

meet in South Plainfield on May 27-
28. The Raider boys finished third in
the team totals with 56 behind Red
Bank with 57 and Montgomery with
a 63 total. The Raider girls came in
fourth with a total of 45. Montgom-
ery took first with a total of 104.

On May 27, Smith was the first to
clear the final hurdle of the 400 inter-
mediate hurdles but, according to the
line judge, just as he reached the
finish line, he began to lean his head
forward, which pulled back his chest
and allowed Livingston’s David
Jespersen’s head to break the plane
first in 56.21. Smith was timed in
56.28. Raider Kyle Robotham fin-
ished fourth in 57.98.

“I can’t believe that happened! It’s
the most disappointing thing in my
entire track career,” commented
Smith. “I didn’t hear him at all. He
sneaked up on me like crazy.”

On May 28, Smith made up for his
shocking loss by crossing first in the
110 hurdles with a time of 15.46 and
clearing 6-2 to win the high jump
event. He also anchored his 4x400-
meter relay team to a third-place fin-
ish with a time of 3:25.46. Nehemiah
Burney-Porter finished fourth in the
110 hurdles with a time of 16.06.

Describing his 110 hurdles effort,
Smith said, “We got out about the
same and, half way through, I was
with him step by step. I finished just
a little bit faster. It was a good race.”

Rowbotham, who also competed

GORSKI GETS 2ND IN POLE VAULT, ONISHI 3RD IN 1600

Perrella, Woods, Danielsson Get
First at Group 4 Track Sections

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Two familiar Blue Devil names and
one not so familiar Blue Devil name
grabbed top honors in their respec-
tive events at the North Jersey, Sec-
tion 2, Group 4 track & field meet in
South Plainfield on May 27-28. The
Westfield High School boys finished
fifth in the team standings with 30
points while Phillipsburg literally ran
away with the title with 112 points.
The Blue Devil girls tied for ninth
with Edison with a total of 16 while
Columbia seized first with a 113.5
total.

Senior Mike Woods was expected
to take top honors in the pole vault
and he did with a clearance of 14-0 –
all that was needed to win the event.
He also made three unsuccessful tries
at 15-1.5 in an attempt to break the
Group 4 meet record of 15-1 set in
1990 by Andy Brethorst of Morris
Knolls.

“I thought I could get it but it wasn’t
my best day. It’s all about confidence
right out of your run. If you are con-
fident in the beginning, you have a
much better chance. You have to make
up your mind,” said Woods.

Blue Devil senior Mike Gorski also
cleared 14-0 to place second in the
pole vault and teammate Alex Kao

placed fifth with a height of 12-0. Jeff
Pazdro also advanced to the Group 4
championship set for June 4 at Egg
Harbor by placing fifth in the javelin
with a toss of 153-8.

Blue Devil junior Jeff Perrella got
boxed in early in the 1,600 meters on
May 27 and could not make up the
ground on two strong Phillipsburg
runners, Josh Davis and Bryan Lein,

who finished 1-2 with respective times
of 4:24.01 and 4:25.25. Perrella fin-
ished third at 4:28.97.

“I knew what they were going to
do. I just got boxed in at the begin-
ning,” said Perrella. “My arms weren’t
working today. It was a bad day for
me. So I’m am going to cool down,
hydrate, come back and run well to-
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600 North Avenue West   Westfield, NJ 07090 
Office:  (908) 233-0065 

Owned and operated by NRT Incorporated. 

Quality and charm radiate throughout this stunning Westfield Center Hall Colonial 
circa 1934.  The moment you enter this lovely home you will experience the warmth 
and quiet elegance that flows through all the spacious rooms. Offering 9 rooms, in-
cluding 5 bedrooms, 2 1/2 baths, and a fabulous family room with fireplace and 
vaulted ceiling located just off the very spacious kitchen. Adding to the allure of this 
lovely residence are the beautiful grounds and fabulous in-ground heated pool.    
With so much to offer this home is the perfect choice for casual family living and 
gracious entertaining….and just minutes from Westfield’s fine shops, excellent 
schools, and New York City transportation.         Offered at $1,279,000. 
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With a dramatic union of architecture and nature, this unique Westfield residence effervesces with 
an innate beauty. Embraced by 1.43 acres of magnificent grounds, the interior enchants  you with 
box beam ceilings, arched entries, gleaming hardwood floors & traditional moldings. The hand-
somely appointed living room and formal dining room wrap you in elegance.  The family room & 
modern kitchen complement a marvelous conservatory that offers a panoramic view of the mani-
cured grounds. Four nice sized bedrooms & updated baths blend in seamlessly. Superb specimen 
plantings, sweeping lawns, mature foliage & towering trees harmonize crafting an eloquently set-
ting that romances your soul. Presented for $1,795,000. 
 

For additional information or for a private  tour  call: 
 

                               Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate  
                                 908-233-6417, Direct Dial 
                      NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2004   

 

 
 

Westfield Office  ·  600 North Avenue, West  ·  908-233-0065 

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DEFINITELY APPLYING THE DEFENSE…Blue Devil defender Marc Dowling, No. 3, applies a sporting defensive move
on Highlander attacker Doug Friedman, the leading scorer in the state.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A PHOTO FINISH…Raider Sean Smith, right, lost a photo finish race in the 400
hurdles to Livingston’s David Jespersen. Smith, however, won the 110 hurdles
and the high jump.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STAYING OUT IN FRONT…Blue Devil Jeff Perrella, front, jumped out to an
early lead in the 3,200 meters and increased it on every lap to win by 15 seconds.


