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Parents of Young Athletes Should Keep
True Goal of Sports in Perspective

By KATE McGEE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

When I was in sixth grade I was an
avid soccer player. One day, after a
game, I was walking across the field
with my friend. As we approached her
mother who had gotten there late, the
first thing she said was, “Did you score?”
She said it in such a way that if her
daughter hadn’t scored, the game would
have been worthless.

As I have grown older, I have begun
to realize how awful that sounded.
Throughout the years, I have joined
new sports like swimming and volley-
ball, and while the games are entirely
different, one thing remains the same:
parents.

Whether it is soccer, basketball or
swimming, the intensity of parents on
the sidelines continues to grow every
year. What I don’t understand is why?
Why do parents become so involved in
a seventh grade soccer game, for in-
stance?

The kids are there to learn, they
aren’t competing for the Olympic Gold
Medal. I have seen parents yell at
coaches, parents yell at other children
on their son or daughter’s team, and
parents yell at the referees to such an
extent that they are told to leave the
field. They become so wrapped up in
winning they forget that middle schools
athletics are supposed to be enjoyable,
not torturous.

Not only do parents who yell during
games embarrass themselves and oth-
ers, but also they interfere with the
team, creating tension and conflict.

My friend once told me that her

soccer team last year was playing ex-
tremely well and they were undefeated.
Then, one parent complained that their
child wasn’t getting enough playing
time, creating friction between play-
ers, parents and coaches. They ended
up losing a majority of their remaining
games and lost their chance at winning
the sectional tournament. By interfer-
ing, the parent created tension between
the players when the parent shouldn’t
have even been involved.

An athlete’s playing time should be
determined on how well the athlete is at
a certain sport, not how loudly his or
her parent can complain.

While many parents think they are
being supportive, yelling at a child,
“What’s wrong with you?” or “Idiot,
you should have done this!” is not
being supportive at all.

Parents who constantly yell from the
sidelines influence their children to be
the same way. Through my experi-
ences in soccer or basketball, the kids
whose parents yelled from the side-
lines were the kids who would yell at
their teammates too.

When you are in middle school, you
shouldn’t be worried about your friends
yelling at you if you make a mistake.
Each game should be a learning expe-
rience, yet sports are becoming scary to
children. They don’t want to get yelled
at by a million parents telling them
what to do; it is embarrassing and un-
comfortable.

Parents are on the sidelines to sup-
port their children, the coaches are there
to teach. Everyone needs to be reminded
of that.

Currie Awards Granted
To Butler and Mamora

SCOTCH PLAINS —
Jane Butler, a first grade
teacher at School One in
Scotch Plains, and
Frances Marmora, a
mathematics teacher at
Park Middle School, have
been named the 2005
dual winners of the bien-
nial Joan Vagelos Currie
Award for Excellence in
Teaching in the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Public
Schools.

The awards were announced at a
recent evening reception in honor of
the winners and all of
this year’s elementary
and middle school
teacher semifinalists.

Each winner re-
ceived $1,000 from the
Currie Family Endow-
ment and a matching
$1,000 appropriation
from the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Edu-
cation to implement a
program or to purchase
materials for the im-
provement of their classroom or
school.

Ms. Butler, the elementary award
recipient, is a graduate of Kean Uni-
versity with a degree in early child-
hood education. After early experi-
ences as a preschool teacher, a school
librarian, and the owner/director of a
private nursery school, she began
teaching in the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Public Schools in 1999.

Ms. Butler is described in the
award’s nomination materials as “an
amazingly dedicated, caring, and
deeply engaged teacher who is pas-
sionate about her teaching and has an
incredible love for learning.”

According to the district’s Public
Information Officer Kathleen Meyer,
“In addition to motivating her students
to be excited about learning, Ms. Butler
also develops in each of them a concern
and caring attitude towards each other.
Her students work cooperatively and
encourage one another to do their very
best. She reaches out to families through
welcoming letters, phone calls, and
invitations to participate in her class-
room on a regular basis.”

A Fanwood resident, Ms. Butler is
involved outside school as a member
of the Evangel Church and as a volun-
teer at the Kenilworth Public Library.

Mrs. Marmora, a Scotch Plains resi-
dent, graduated from Montclair Uni-
versity with a degree in mathematics.
She began teaching at Park Middle
School in 1987 where she has taught
mathematics, basic skills, and com-

puter literacy.
She was nominated as

“an extraordinarily dedi-
cated and enthusiastic
master teacher” who fo-
cuses not only on teach-
ing math content and
proficiencies but never
loses sight of the need to
support and reinforce her
students’ self-confi-
dence. She is consis-
tently available to pro-
vide extra help to her

students because she believes that
her students’ success is the measure

of her success as a
teacher.

Ms. Meyer noted, “As
a co-teacher with spe-
cial education teachers,
Mrs. Marmora offers
supportive techniques
that help these students
gain subject understand-
ing as well as confidence.
In the wider Park com-
munity, Mrs. Marmora
has been instrumental in
analyzing data on stu-
dent performance and

developing means to address areas of
concern. She has also served on the
principal’s advisory team, been a men-
tor for new teachers, and volunteered
to pilot new mathematics programs
and materials.

According to nomination materi-
als, “her quiet, reflective professional
demeanor coupled with her knowl-
edge of mathematics and commit-
ment to her students have earned her
the respect of students, parents, and
colleagues alike.”

Other teachers who were semifi-
nalists for the 2005 elementary award
for professional excellence were
Silvana Cacciatore, Heather Filipski,
Lisa Herbert, Beth Risse, Susan
Rosander, Joan Vollkommer, and
school nurse Connie Salisbury.
Middle school semifinalists included
Adele Baluk, Margaret Brown, Kelli
Covert, Dominick Giordano, Chris-
topher Moffit, and Maureen Semple.

Following this 10th anniversary year
of the founding of the Currie Award
for Excellence in Teaching, it will be
converted to an exclusively mini-grant
program available to teachers in the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Public
Schools for in-class projects.

The JVC Mini-Grant Program will
provide elementary, middle, and high
school teachers with the unique op-
portunity to explore innovative and
creative strategies to enhance student
learning supported by funds beyond
the regular school budget.

Jane Butler

Frances Mamora

Scheurer, Zippler Receive
Optimist Club Recognition

WESTFIELD — Westfield Pub-
lic School teachers Elizabeth
Scheuerer and Kathleen Zippler were
named Outstanding Intermediate
School Teachers for 2005 by the
Optimist Club of Westfield and were
honored at a dinner on
May 11.

The Westfield Board
of Education will
present resolutions to
Mrs. Scheuerer and
Mrs. Zippler, honoring
their accomplishments,
at the board’s meeting
on Tuesday, June 7. A
reception in their honor
will be held at 7:30
p.m., prior to the busi-
ness portion of the
meeting.

Mrs. Scheurer and Mrs. Zippler
are the recipients of the
eighth annual Optimist
award, established in
1998 to recognize the
importance of teaching
in the intermediate
grades.

The award is pre-
sented annually to two
Westfield teachers –
one each from Edison
and Roosevelt Interme-
diate Schools (EIS,
RIS).

Mrs. Scheuerer has been a math
teacher at RIS since 1998. She has
taught sixth grade math for six years
and moved to the eighth grade math-
ematics position this year.

One of the letters of nomination
on her behalf states, “In addition to
her success in the classroom, Mrs.
Scheuerer also freely shares her time
and talent with the entire Roosevelt
community. . . serving as mentor to
Roosevelt’s peer leadership program,
advisor to the Mathcounts team, as-
sisting with Student Council events,
serving as a mentor to a new teacher
in the math department, and provid-
ing students with extra help before
and after school.”

One of her students wrote, “Mrs.
Scheuerer is an amazing teacher.
She always gives extra help if you
don’t understand something. She
explains things very thoroughly and

she helps each and every one of her
students.”

Another student said this about
her: “She remembers things about
us — she doesn’t just ask and then
forget — she remembers.”

Mrs. Scheuerer re-
ceived a master’s de-
gree in mathematics
education from Rutgers
University and holds a
bachelor’s degree in
mathematics secondary
education from The
College of New Jersey.

Mrs. Zipper, who be-
gan teaching at EIS in
1984, is a Spanish
teacher.

She was nominated
by several colleagues at
Edison, who admire her “leadership

skills and ability to work
with students, teachers
and administrators.”
Mrs. Zippler was also
praised for her work
ethic, positive outlook
and energy level.

A current student
called her “a teacher
who was willing to
reach above and beyond
to help students under-
stand every little thing

in Spanish.”
Another student noted, “She is a

phenomenal teacher and shows it
throughout the day, even when she is
not in the classroom. She is a great
role model for all of her students.”

Mrs. Zippler received a master’s
degree from Rutgers University and
Bachelor of Arts degree from
Montclair State University. She has
served on several committees in the
district, as well as representing her
colleagues as a Westfield Education
Association delegate and officer. She
is also a published author.

Members of the Optimist Award
selection committee included: Opti-
mist Club President David Owens as
well as member Marla Hewitt; Su-
perintendent of Schools Dr. William
Foley; Edison Principal Cheryl
O’Brien; Roosevelt Interim Princi-
pal Stewart Carey; and 2003 Opti-
mist award recipient Janice Sheridan.

Elizabeth Scheurer

Kathleen Zippler

The Chelsea at Fanwood
is pleased to hold their

www.chelseaseniorliving.com
This program is part of The Chelsea’s ongoing commitment to professional and community involvement and family education.

To Benefit the Fanwood PBA Local #123

Come enjoy an afternoon of antique cars from the past, while also enjoying 
entertainment and refreshments…1st, 2nd and 3rd place awards will be presented!

Antique Car Show

WHEN: Saturday, June 11
(Rain date: Sunday, June 12)

TIME: 11:00 – 3:00 P.M.
WHERE: The Chelsea at Fanwood

295 South Avenue
Suggested Donation: $2.00

Open to the Public – Please join us for our 2nd Annual Antique Car Show – Everyone is welcome!

RSVP:
908-654-5200 

2nd Annual

To Register Contact Nancy Carpenter: ncarpenter@westfieldnjk12.com

Fun Games • Cooperative Skills

Physical Fitness & Recreation

Mon. June 27th - Fri. July 1st

8:45 am to 12:00 pm

Jefferson Elementary School

Staff includes NJ Certified Health & Physical Education

      Teachers, Athletic Trainer & Student Counselors

Fitness for Fun Camp
Students entering kindergarten

through 5th grade

• Criminal Defense - Federal & State
• Civil & Employment Litigation
• DWI & Municipal Court

ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC

stahlesq@bellatlantic.net

 Law Offices Of

Robert G. Stahl
Korey Kerscher Sarokin
Christopher M. Farella

220 St. Paul Street
Westfield, NJ 07090

T: 908-301-9001
F: 908-301-9008

www.stahlesq.com

WESTFIELD GRADUATE…Megan Hunter Brown, who graduated Westfield
High School in 2001, was awarded a Bachelor of Arts degree from Loyola College
in Baltimore, Md. on May 20. An elementary education major and special
education minor, Megan is the daughter of Barbara Mahoney Brown of Westfield
and Duane Brown of Bridgewater. She is also the granddaughter of Rita Mahoney
and the late Dr. John Mahoney, both of Westfield. Megan will reside and teach in
Rhode Island.

Reception Set for Westfield’s
Retiring Education Employees

WESTFIELD — Thirty-three
Westfield Public School staff members
will be honored by the Westfield Board
of Education and colleagues at the 18th
annual Gala for school employees to be
held Thursday, June 9, at 4:30 p.m. in
The Westwood in Garwood.

The annual event brings staff mem-
bers together to honor retirees, em-
ployees with 25 years of service and
those who are resigning following a
decade of service.

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Will-
iam Foley and Westfield Education
Association President Michael Seiler
will address the honorees, thanking
them for their dedication and service to
the Westfield Public Schools.

Board of Education President Anne
Riegel and Vice President Ginny Leiz
will honor the retirees and 25-year
employees, including:

Retirees:
Bebe Asman, McKinley and

Franklin Elementary Schools;
David Bell, Franklin and Tamaques

Elementary Schools;
Gregory Bremus, Westfield High

School (WHS);
Antonio Cirillo, McKinley;
Helen Coe, WHS;
John D’Andrea, Edison Interme-

diate School (EIS);
Kathleen Dix, WHS;
Donna Dzury, WHS;
Richard Gange, WHS;
Roberta Geyer, Jefferson Elemen-

tary School;
Rahama Harewood, WHS;

Carol Joyce, Washington Elemen-
tary School;

Carolyn Knox, Franklin;
Peter Lima, WHS;
Deborah Lyons, RIS;
Cynthia MacGonagle, Roosevelt

Intermediate School (RIS);
John Martin, RIS/EIS;
Katherine Martyn, Washington;
Mark Pastir, WHS;
Marilyn Schaeffner, WHS;
Paul Smith, WHS;
Robert Thurston, Special Services;
Charles Tombs, Franklin;
Linda Vail, RIS; and
Steve Zatko, Maintenance Depart-

ment.
25 Years of Service

William Alusik, WHS;
Michael Kozlowski, EIS;
Anne Marie Petriano, Tamaques;
Charles Ropars, WHS;
Claudia Watkins, EIS; and
Kathleen Wildstein, EIS/Special

Services.
10 Years of Service, Resignees

Kenneth Shulack, RIS
Dina Turchi, WHS

OWEN BRAND

Residential - Construction
Commercial - Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730
Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 26

Your Home-Town
MORTGAGE BANKER

ISB MORTGAGE CO., LLC

Licensed Mortgage Bankers - NJ Dept. of Banking
Equal Housing Lender

obrand@isbmortgageco.com

Dorson Baby Care, Inc. 
Would you like time, rest and comfort after the birth of your 

baby?  Dorson Baby Care will give you the attention and care  
that you and your baby deserve! 

We ProvWe Provide: e: 

Live-in, Live-out, full and part time baby 

nurses & nas & nannnnies 

Baby and family support just after childbirth 

Expectant Moms: Call now to reserve your baby nurse 
(973) 672-7691  (732) 376-0003 

www.dorsonhomecare.com 

Accredited by the NJ  

Commission on Accreditation  

for Home Care, Inc.   

Jennifer Bassman Earns
Sigma Xi Award at Hope
SCOTCH PLAINS – Jennifer

Bassman of Scotch Plains was
awarded a Sigma Xi award in geo-
logical and environmental sciences
at Hope College in Holland, Mich.
on April 28 during the college’s an-
nual Honors Convocation. Sigma Xi
is the scientific research society.

Painting Plus
EXTERIOR PAINTING

We Will Paint The Top Half.

You Can Paint the Bottom . . .

Jack Byrne
908-276-9394 • 908-416-4730

Call:
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❉ Private party room

❉ Autograph T-Shirt for guest of honor

❉ Invitations and thank-you notes

❉ Dancing, games and activities

❉ Ice cream sundaes

❉ Party coordinators

❉ Handprints on birthday wall

❉ Pizza and beverages for guests

❉ Many more party options from favors to balloons,         

from specialty performers to special foods

THE SWEETEST PARTY PLACE IN TOWN!

Franchise Opportunities Now Available

7-9 North Union Ave. • Cranford
908-497-7090 • www.littlescoops.com

LITTLE SCOOPS specializes in children’s parties and special-occasion celebrations, 

with an Old Fashioned Ice Cream parlor specially modified to suit children!

Book Your

Parties Now!

224482


