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Union County Freeholders
Adopt $390 Million Budget

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ELIZABETH — The Union
County Freeholder Board unani-
mously adopted a $390 million
county budget last Thursday, which
calls for a tax levy of $216.3 million,
an increase of $13.5 million over
2004. County taxes are going up in
19 of the 21 municipalities in the
county.

County taxes in Westfield will in-
crease town-wide to $21.8 million,
an increase of $1.2 million over last
year. Taxes in Scotch Plains will be
$12.4 million, up $1.03 million while
Fanwood’s county purpose tax will
rise $191,000 to $3.4 million.
Mountainside will pay a total of $5.8
million, an increase of $590,178,
with Garwood paying $1.98 million,
a rise of $142,114 from 2004.

Freeholder Dan Sullivan of Eliza-
beth, chairman of the board’s finance
committee, said the budget contains
additional positions for public safety
positions in the prosecutor’s and
sheriff’s offices as well as the office
of emergency management. He said
six positions were added to manage
the additional parkland the county
has acquired.

Freeholder Sullivan noted that the
county was $15 million in the hole at
the start of the budget process due to
costs associated with pensions, So-
cial Security and insurance. He said
the county needs to increase rev-
enues while minimizing spending
increases in future years.

Freeholder Sullivan said that New
Jersey relies too much on property
taxes to fund government.

“The value of your home shouldn’t
determine your property taxes,” Free-
holder Sullivan said, noting that he
favors placing a question on the No-
vember election ballot for a Constitu-
tional Convention on property taxes.

Another member of the finance
committee, Freeholder Al Mirabella
of Fanwood, said it has “really been
quite a challenge to put together bud-
gets recently.”

He said the property tax system is

“broken and needs to be fixed.”
County Manager George

Devanney noted that home values in
Union County have jumped 60 per-
cent. He said the property tax system
is a “statewide problem that needs to
be addressed from the top.”

“I believe we did the best job pos-
sible (with this year’s budget),” said
Mr. Devanney.

Freeholder Chairman Rick Proc-
tor called the spending plan “a rea-
sonable budget” that maintained a
high level of county services for
residents.

During last Thursday’s public
hearing on the budget, Bob Donovan
of Cranford said the board should
eliminate the open space fund to
help reduce county taxes.

In addition to the county purpose
tax, this year’s county open space
tax will be $8.9 million, an increase
of $1.03 million. Westfield will pay
$900,639, an increase of $102,678
over 2004. Scotch Plains will pay
$509,689, up $71,441 and Fanwood
will see a hike of $16,057 to
$139,873. Mountainside and
Garwood will pay $240,143 and
$81,581, respectively, for increases
of $36,698 and $10,390, respectively.

Mr. Donovan said Union County
taxes have, “outpaced inflation by
200 percent.”

“I just implore you to see if you
can cut some of this spending,” he
told the board.

Freeholder Mirabella said the open
space fund is “one of the real produc-
tive things” the county has used “to
help our county in the future” by pro-
viding a legacy for future generations.

“Suspending or eliminating the
open space (fund) is a bad idea and
something we should not do,” said
Freeholder Mirabella.

Bruce Paterson of Garwood said
the county budget has risen $302
million in the past five years, an
increase of 32 percent. He said the
county’s tax levy, including the open
space tax, has jumped $150 million
since 2000.

He said, as finance committee
chairman, Freeholder Sullivan “has
no financial or budgeting experience
except what he has learned in his
freeholder position.”

Mr. Paterson described county
government as wasteful, whereby the
board must raise taxes to balance the
budget. He said the board could
streamline departments to cut costs
but likely “won’t do or can’t do due
to incompetence.”

Board Attorney Robert Barry
warned Mr. Paterson that his com-
ments bordered on a violation of
Robert’s Rules of Order on decorum
for addressing an elected board.

Mr. Paterson was ejected from the
meeting by a county sheriff’s officer
after he refused to leave the podium
after the five-minute-per- person
speaking rule had been reached.

Jerry Goldman of Elizabeth sug-
gested that the board offer discounted
afternoon or twilight tee-times at the
county-operated Oak Ridge golf
course in Clark. He said such a
change would bring in more users as
well as additional revenue into the
county’s coffers.

Tina Renna of Cranford questioned
where the line item in the budget was
for recent settlements given to county
employees who recently settled law-
suits with the county.

Don Williams for The Leader and The Times
HONORING OURS VETS…Members of the Scotch Plains branch of the Veter-
ans of Foreign War took part in Monday’s Scotch Plains Memorial Day Parade.

$491 Bil. Defense Budget
Passed by House, 390-39

WASHINGTON - The House of
Representatives passed the $491 bil-
lion defense bill, on May 25, that
targets funds for U.S. forces to wage
the war on terrorism in Afghanistan,
Iraq and around the world.

The legislation, which serves as
the annual policy and funding blue-
print for the Pentagon, won House
approval 390-39. Rep. Mike
Ferguson, who represents the sev-
enth district, voted in favor of the bill.

For U.S. forces in Iraq, the bill
targets money into up-armored
Humvees, night-vision devices and
jammers to thwart improvised explo-
sive devices.

“With this important legislation,
we are fulfilling our promise to our
military here in the United States and
those stationed abroad,” Rep.
Ferguson said after the vote. “Ensur-
ing that our national security pro-
grams are strong is critical to the lives
of each and every American.”

The measure authorizes a 3.1 per-
cent pay raise for members of the
Armed Forces. This includes $79 bil-

lion for weapons procurement, $12.2
billion for military construction and
family housing at military facilities
worldwide, $1.6 billion to defend
military forces and civilians from
chemical and biological attacks and
more than 10,000 new active-duty
forces for the Army and Marine Corps.

The measure also authorizes $7.9
billion for ballistic-missile defense
programs, including the initial de-
ployment of a national missile-de-
fense system based in Alaska and
California.

Historic Preservation Com.
To Present Awards June 16

WESTFIELD – In preparation for
its 13th annual Harry Devlin Com-
mendation Awards on Thursday, June
16, the Westfield Historic
Preservation Commission
(WHPC) recently ap-
pointed a panel of judges
who toured the community
seeking houses whose
property owners have used
historic preservation stan-
dards when remodeling or
expanding their homes.

The late Harry Devlin
was a well-known local art-
ist whose paintings fre-
quently featured 18th and 19th cen-
tury houses. His daughter, Wende
Devlin Gates, chaired this year’s judg-
ing panel and was assisted by Diana
Edkins, Todd Annis, Mark Lynch,
Livianna Fenizer and Betty List,
WHPC chairwoman.

The judges sought older homes
whose owners have followed historic

preservation standards when expand-
ing, altering, restoring and maintain-
ing their buildings and grounds.

Among the homeowners
who will be recognized this
year are Mr. and Mrs. Henry
J. Sacco of 675 Boulevard.

Nine years ago the Saccos
bought their 1907 house.
Since then they have com-
pleted extensive additions
and renovations, rebuilt
their front porch and freshly
landscaped their entire
property while maintaining
the original character of the

house.
Awards to the elementary, junior

high and high school winners of the
WHPC annual art and essay contest,
along with the Devlin awards will be
presented in the Municipal Council
Chambers of the Westfield Munici-
pal Building at 7:30 p.m. on June 16.
The public is invited.

Open to the public! 
Designer Showroom

Selected Tufenkian Carpets, 
Fine Home Accessories
& Lighting 50-60% OFF!!

All Sales Final - No Refund or Exchanges - Merchandise Sold As Is - NOT SUBJECT TO PRIOR SALE

287 Amboy Avenue, Metuchen, NJ 

Kendall Jackson Chardonnay
Blackstone Merlot
J Lohr Chardonnay
Simi Chardonnay
BV Coastal Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay/Pinot Noir
Hess Select Chardonnay
Toasted Head Chardonnay

$9.99 750ml
$8.99 750ml
$10.99 750ml
$12.99 750ml
$7.99 750ml
$8.99 750ml
$10.99 750ml

Absolut 80
Ketel One
Grey Goose
Pravda
Smirnoff
Stolichnaya
Skyy
Wolfschmidt
Gordons

$31.99 1.75L
$33.99 1.75L
$24.99 750ml
$26.99 750ml
$18.99 1.75L
$30.99 1.75L
$23.99 1.75L
$13.99 1.75L
$13.99 1.75L

Captain Morgan
Bacardi Silver
Bacardi Gold
Malibu

$23.99 1.75L
$18.99 1.75L
$18.99 1.75L
$23.99 1.75L

Dewars White Label
Chivas Regal
Johnnie Walker Black
Johnnie Walker Red
Clan MacGregor

$29.99 1.75L
$51.99 1.75L
$55.99 1.75L
$31.99 1.75L
$16.99 1.75L

Jack Daniels
Jim Beam
Seagrams 7

$34.99 1.75L
$22.99 1.75L
$14.99 1.75L

Bombay Sapphire
Tanqueray
Hendricks
Beefeater
Gordons
Seagrams

$33.99 1.75L
$30.99 1.75L
$27.99 750ml
$28.99 1.75L
$13.99 1.75L
$15.99 1.75L

Sutter Home Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Mondavi Coastal Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Beringer Founders Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Woodbridge Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Vendange Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Fetzer Cabernet/Chardonnay
Cavit Pinot Grigio
Walnut Crest Cabernet
Cesari Pinot Grigio
Bolla Soave
Beringer White Zinfandel
Franzia Burgundy/Chablis/Chianti
Carlos Rossi Burgundy/Chablis/Paisano/Sangria

$8.99 1.5L
$16.99 1.5L
$15.99 1.5L
$10.99 1.5L
$6.99 1.5L
$13.99 1.5L
$11.99 1.5L
$8.99 1.5L
$10.99 1.5L
$10.99 1.5L
$8.99 1.5L
$8.99 5L
$8.99 4L

Baileys
Romana Sambuca
Kahlua
Southern Comfort
Amaretto Di Saronno

$17.99 750ml
$17.99 750ml
$14.99 750ml
$13.99 750ml
$18.99 750ml

Your Favorite Wines

Your Favorite Vodka

Your Favorite Gin

Your Favorite Scotch

Your Favorite Whiskey

Your Favorite Rum

Your Favorite Value Wines

Your Favorite Cordials

We reserve the right to limit quantities while quantities last.  Not responsible for typographical errors.  All prices do not include state sales tax.

HOURS: Monday - Saturday: 9am to 9:30pm • Sunday: 12pm to 8pm

1120 South Avenue West, Westfield NJ • 908-232-5341

SPRING SPECIAL
Any 2 bottles

of wine with

this coupon

Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.  750ml only.
Expires 6/8/05

10%

OFF

Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.  750ml only.

Any 12 bottles

or more of wine

Any 6 bottles

or more of wine10%

OFF

20%

OFF

Pommery Brut Royal Champagne   $29.99
Regular $38.99 - For all your June graduations and weddings,
this presents everything a good non-vintage champagne should
be - long and vibrant. Filled with citrus and apple tones.
An absolute bargain at this price!

Cantina Bruni Vermentino  $12.99
Lovely summer wine. Clean and bright. Hints of lemons, pear
and flowers on the nose make this a great wine with lighter
foods and appetizers. You have tried the Tuscan reds, give the
white a try. 90 pts from Fabrizio Pedrolli.

Norton Reserve Malbec 2002   $12.99
Have the neighbors over for burgers. Smokey rich, beef oriented
wine. Black fruit aged in French Oak with silky tannins. From
Argentina’s best wine region. Regular $16.99

Carlei Green Vineyards
Shiraz 2002

Full, lush and very young, this wine retains a fresh
acidity. Filled with black fruits and blueberries, the
gentle hints of herbs and flowers add elegance and

complexity. Decant for 30 minutes.  W.S.91 pts.

9935$

  
   

      

     

www.JonBramnick.com

Certified Trial Attorney

PERSONAL INJURY LAW

Antique Car Show
To Benefit P.B.A.

FANWOOD – The Chelsea at
Fanwood will hold its second annual
antique car show to benefit Fanwood
Policeman’s Benevolent Association
Local No. 123 on Saturday, June 11,
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Awards will be given to first, sec-
ond and third place winners. Enter-
tainment will be at noon. There is a
suggested $2 admission fee.

Interested individuals are asked to
respond by Thursday, June 9, by call-
ing Eileen Weller, Community Rela-
tions Director at The Chelsea at
Fanwood, at (908) 654-5200, exten-
sion no. 511. The rain date for the
event is Sunday, June 12.
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Municipalities 2005 Tax Levy $/Household

Berkeley Heights       10,285,267 $1,642

Clark 7,697,418 $1,256

Cranford 12,743,068 $1,359

Elizabeth 23,338,317 $843

Fanwood 3,399,402 $1,269

Garwood 1,980,972 $1,105

Hillside 5,836,046 $781

Kenilworth 5,436,193 $1,075

Linden 17,874,378 $848

Mountainside 5,843,973 $1,935

New Providence 7,823,554 $1,660

Plainfield 8,627,255 $755

Rahway 9,123,166 $813

Roselle 4,862,910 $725

Roselle Park 3,671,075 $888

Scotch Plains 12,384,213 $1,527

Springfield 9,134,451 $1,319

Summit 21,636,695 $2,834

Union 22,691,645 $972

Westfield 21,881,537 $2,117

Winfield 61,230 $69

TOTAL 216,332,767

Union County 2005 Property Tax

Property Taxes to Be
Discussed on TV Sunday

AREA -- The public is reminded
that their views on property tax re-
form can be heard during the TV
taping of the forum by state, county
and local leaders on Sunday at the
Scotch Plains Municipal Building on
Park Avenue from 3 to 5 p.m. Every-
one is welcome. For more informa-
tion, please see goleader.com.

Harry Devlin


