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Local Boy Scouts Enjoy
The Wilderness, Camp

IT’S A FACT…Members of Roosevelt Intermediate School’s Club FACT (Fight-
ing Against Cancer Together) include, left to right, Tina McIntosh, Meghan
Sullivan, Sabrina Telsey, Dara Silverman, Priyanka Nayer, Amanda Chang,
Amanda Garfinkel, Charli Herrington, Julia Harbaugh, Ellie Tanji, Hannah
Rubin, Meghan Dunn, Jo-Ann Khadaran, Emily Chan, Nicole Cruikshank and
Kay Leavy.

Westfield School Club Raises
Money for Cancer Awareness

 COUNTY – Imagine having no
planes, no cell phones, no cars and
not a single luxury. This is how
over 400 boys and adult leaders
from the Patriots’ Path Council are
living for a week at a time, learning
how to enjoy nature, living in tents
and using latrines.

The boys, ages 11-17, are rough-
ing it in the 1250- acre Sabattis
Adventure Camp located in the cen-
tral Adirondacks about 14 miles
from Long Lake, New York. The
only electricity in camp is provided
by a generator and is solely for the
staff buildings and refrigeration.
The only phone is an emergency
phone in the camp office, and there
is no cell phone service for at least
seven miles.

The camp does have a commis-
sary to distribute food, although no
food can remain in campsites, and
the boys learn to clean up every-
thing to avoid any un-wanted visits
by local bears. The scouts learn to
cook on propane stoves as well as
open fires. They get around at night
with lanterns and flashlights. Many
scouts see stars like never before

because there are no towns or light
pollution to block their view.

Almost daily, the boys can hear
and see loons on the 150-acre Bear
Pond, the camp lake. Sailing, swim-
ming, rowing, canoeing and more
are available during their stay. The
scouts also get a chance to advance
with daily Merit Badge classes in-
cluding Archery, Climbing/
Rappelling, Ecology, Conservation,
Leave no Trace, Mountain Biking,
Scoutcraft, Shooting Sports and
more. Some of these are for fun
while others are required to ad-
vance to the rank of Eagle Scout.

Some troops come in for the
weeklong trek. The trek is a trip out
of camp through the Adirondacks
from Monday through Friday that
can be 20-100 miles in length, and
includes hiking, canoeing or a com-
bination. The boys and adults must
carry everything including food,
clothes, tents, water purification
equipment and canoes.

Troops from Morris, Somerset,
Sussex and Union Counties, as well
as troops from outside the local coun-
cil all enjoy the wilderness and camp.

WESTFIELD – Club FACT (Fight-
ing Against Cancer Together), which
was recognized by the American Can-
cer Society for its spirit, ended its
second school year at Roosevelt In-
termediate School (RIS) in Westfield.
The club’s founders, teachers Tina
McIntosh and Kay Leavy, began the
club in 2003 to provide an outlet for
students touched by cancer, to edu-
cate others about cancer and to
fundraise in the fight against cancer.

This past school year, FACT ran
various fundraisers such as bake sales,
flower sales, ribbon sales and a car
wash to raise money for an event
called Relay for Life. Relay for Life
is a national event run by the Ameri-
can Cancer Society in which teams of
10 or more people raise money and
relay around a track for up to 24
hours.

At the Union County Relay held at

Kean University, team members took
turns walking from 5 p.m. on Friday,
June 3, to about 8 a.m. Saturday, June
4. The students endured 15 hours of
steady rainfall and very chilly condi-
tions. A special FACT Chorus, led by
Vocal Music teacher Kay Leavy,
complimented the emotional lumi-
nary ceremony. This last fundraising
event of the school year culminated
with a contribution by Club FACT of
$5,940 for cancer research and an
award from the American Cancer
Society for being the most spirited
team throughout the night.

 

   

      

    

      
       

NJPIRG Brings Campaign
Against Diesel Soot to SP

SCOTCH PLAINS – New Jersey
Public Interest Research Group
(NJPIRG) Citizen Lobby will be
launching a door-to-door campaign
in Scotch Plans to build support
among residents for a campaign to
improve public health by reducing
soot pollution from diesel trucks.

Legislation passed in Trenton on
June 27 when the first step of a diesel
clean-up program was passed deci-
sively, targeting over 30,000 diesel
vehicles, like school buses, all tran-
sit buses, garbage trucks and other
public diesel vehicles. There are over
110,000 on-road diesel vehicles in
the state, according to NJPIRG.

The proposed clean-up plan (S-
1759/A-3182) is the most compre-
hensive statewide plan in the nation,
according to NJPIRG. Targeting mul-
tiple sectors as well as enforcing
idling restrictions, the legislation will
reduce over 400 tons annually of
diesel soot pollution, or 10 percent
of the total.

“New Jersey’s health has been com-
promised by diesel pollution for far
too long,” said Jeremy Andrew Gross,
NJPIRG’s Campaign Coordinator.
“The Legislature took a great step to
clean up our school buses, transit
buses and garbage trucks. Now, we
need Governor Codey to sign this bill
into law and to build public support
for the fall ballot initiative.”

NJPIRG Citizen Lobby kicked off
its summer campaign to clean up
dirty diesel nine weeks ago, opening
up the New Brunswick canvass of-
fice. Over 48,000 households will be
visited as part of a door-to-door cam-
paign in 40 towns in Essex,
Middlesex, Union, Bergen, Morris
and Passaic counties.

NJPIRG plans to present state leg-
islators with 10,000 postcards from
residents all across the state to urge
they take strong stands on cleaning
up the dirtiest diesel vehicles, in-
cluding the rest of the fleet of over

100,000 on road diesel vehicles.
“New Jersey’s job to clean diesel

soot pollution is not done,” said Mr.
Gross. “Too many counties still ex-
ceed EPA health standards. That’s
why it is so critical to build public
support to clean up the dirtiest trucks
that drive on our roads and high-
ways.”

According to NJPIRG, diesel
emissions also have a direct annual
health impact on county residents,
with 65 premature deaths, 107 heart
attacks and 1,448 asthma attacks.

School buses especially pose a
threat to children’s health because
school children spend an average of
over an hour on the bus each day, and
the bus cabins act as diesel exhaust
incubators, as soot pollution from
the exhaust and the engine floods
inside at each bus stop.

According to the EPA, nearly one
in 13 school-aged children now has
asthma nationally, as opposed to one
in 20 in 1998.

Donations of School Supplies
Sought For Shelter Children
AREA – Once again this year,

BRIDGES will deliver new backpacks
and various school supplies to school
age children living in shelters in New-
ark and Irvington.

Donations may be brought to
BRIDGES, located on the Spring-
field Avenue side of the Christ Church,
561 Springfield Avenue in Summit,
on Tuesdays from 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.
and Fridays from 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.

For other drop off arrangements,
please call (908) 273-0176.

BRIDGES hopes to distribute the
backpacks and school supplies be-
fore Labor Day, but will accept dona-
tions through Tuesday, September 27.

A Summit-based nonprofit organi-
zation, BRIDGES reaches out to
homeless individuals in lower Man-
hattan, Newark and Irvington on a
weekly basis.

WF Students Earn
Honors at Skidmore
WESTFIELD – Tyler Deieso and

Samantha Hooper-Hamersley of
Westfield, both students in the class
of 2008 at Skidmore College,
earned honors for the spring se-
mester.

Tyler, a 2004 graduate of
Delbarton School, is the son of
Gregory and Sasha Deieso of Lin-
coln Road.

Samantha, a 2004 graduate of
Westfield High School, is the
daughter of Andrew and Rosamond
Hamersley of St. Paul Street.

Honors are awarded for a grade
point ratio of 3.3 to 3.6 from a
possible 4.0. Highest honors are
awarded for a grade point ratio of
3.67 or higher.

Founded in 1903, Skidmore Col-
lege is a coeducational, liberal arts
college that enrolls approximately
2,200 students. The college grants
both the bachelor of arts and the
bachelor of science degree, as well as
a master’s degree in liberal studies.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

Chelsea Invites Public
To Medicare Program
FANWOOD – The Chelsea at

Fanwood, located at 295 South Av-
enue, will host an informational ses-
sion on understanding Medicare on
Wednesday, August 17, led by Ada
Figueroa from Empire Medical Ser-
vices.

The event will include breakfast at
9:30 a.m. and the presentation at 10
a.m. Topics will include Medicare
prescription drug discount cards,
Medicare Part A and Part B and Medi-
care statements.

This program is open to the public
and offered free of charge. Interested
persons are asked to call Eileen Weller,
Community Relations Director at The
Chelsea at Fanwood, at (908) 654-
5200, extension no. 511 by Wednes-
day, August 10.
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Open House This Sunday (7/31) 1:00 – 4:00
Spacious and elegant ranch features 3 large BR, 3 full baths, dual fireplace, updated kitchen, central air,
tilt windows, full finished basement and deck overlooking park-like yard. This warm and inviting home
could be yours. Offered at $684,500. Call Irene for more information.

Completely reconstructed Colonial Style home features 4 large bedrooms, 2.1 baths, formal DR, high

quality country kitchen with separate dining area and large deck overlooking private yard. Convenient to

schools, transportation and shopping. Offered at $749,000. Call Irene for more information.
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