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RIPKEN 11-YEAR-OLD CHAMPS…The Westfield Blue team won the Cal
Ripken District 12, 11-year-old Tournament by defeating Scotch Plains-Fanwood,
3-2. Pictured, left to right, are: Justin Ricardo, Michael Mondon, James O’Rourke,
Kurt Kowalski, Charlie Scott and bat boy Dylan Elliott; middle row, bat boy Sean
Elliott, Ryan Elliott, Peter Mebane, Matt Varakian and Alex Graf; back row,
Coaches Rick Elliott, John Ricardo, Steve Kowalski and Rosann Mondon.

SPF Baseball 11s Reach Finals
In Cal Ripken Tournament

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SPF)
11s reached the finals in the Cal
Ripken District 12 tournament last
week after winning a close, 5-3, game
against Westfield Blue. In previous
games, SPF defeated Cranford, 10-9
and South Orange Maplewood, 4-2.

SPF pitcher Luke Mineo kept
Westfield at bay with three solid in-
nings. Brett Kovacs and Alex
Markovitz finished the job, holding
Westfield to six hits, with the help of
outstanding defensive plays by Steve
Alleman, Mike Daly, Ian Johnston,
Anthony Krajcsik, Mark Prowe and
Teddy Udelsman.

With Westfield leading 3-0, the SPF
bats came alive at the top of the sixth.
Ryan Henkels worked a walk then
Mineo singled moving Henkels to

second. Runners advanced on a passed
ball, then Markovits doubled to left-
center scoring two runs and making it
a 3-2 ballgame. Mike Daly laid down
a perfect bunt moving Markovits to
third. Daly tried to get in a run down
between first and second in order to
score Markovits but Westfield would
not oblige. With SPF down to their
last out and runners on second and
third, Daniel Pesin ripped a two-run
double to left-center. Steven Vadas
followed with an RBI single to right.

With the help of a double play by
Daly in the bottom of the sixth,
Markovitz saved the game by striking
out the final batter for the victory. The
win advanced SPF into the District 12
championship games against
Westfield White.

Westfield White 11’s Defeat
SP-F for Ripken District Title

The Westfield White 11-year-old
travel baseball team captured the Cal
Ripken District 12 Championship by
defeating Scotch Plains-Fanwood, 3-
2, on July 11 at Sisselman Field in
North Elizabeth. Westfield White
defeated South Orange-Maplewood
and Westfield Blue to advance to the
championships.

Starting pitcher Michael Mondon
was very effective on the mound,
allowing just two hits in three innings
and striking out three batters. Relief
pitcher James O’Rourke was equally
effective, picking up where Mondon
left off, allowing just one hit in the
remaining three innings and record-
ing three strikeouts for the save.

Offensively, O’Rourke lead off the
game with a hard hit single to leftfield.
Kurt Kowalski bunted his way on and
O’Rourke and Kowalski came around
to score on a hard-hit ball by Matt

Varakian. In the third inning,
Kowalski got on with a walk, was
sacrificed over by Mondon and scored
on a rocket hit by Ryan Elliott.

The Blue Devils were also very
effective defensively. With Scotch
Plains-Fanwood threatening in the
third with runners on first and sec-
ond, shortstop Justin Ricardo snatched
a grounder to get the first out. Charlie
Scott and Henry Hershey made great
plays at second and third, respect-
fully, to get out of the inning.

With Westfield ahead, 3-2 in the
sixth, Scotch Plains-Fanwood threat-
ened again with runners on second
and third but Westfield’s solid de-
fense held on for the victory. Peter
Mebane, Alex Graf and Michael
Clancy also contributed defensively.Westfield White 11’s Defeat

Bayonne in States First Round
The Westfield White 11-year-old

baseball team defeated Bayonne, 12-
9, in the Cal Ripken State Tourna-
ment in Hazlet on July 23.

Down 7-0 entering the bottom of
the third inning, Westfield scored two
runs. Charlie Scott walked and Justin
Ricardo reached safely on an error.
Matt Varakian and Michael Mondon
each drew walks to score the first run
then Ryan Elliott got hit by a pitch to
bring in the second run.

Westfield held Bayonne scoreless in
the fourth and fifth innings with good
defensive plays by shortstop Ricardo
and second baseman Charlie Scott.
Meanwhile, Westfield scored three runs

in the fourth. Ricardo and James
O’Rourke drew walks and Varakian
drilled an RBI double to center. Mondon
drove an RBI single to right and Elliott
lined an RBI single up the middle.

Westfield exploded for seven runs
in the fifth to take the lead. Michael
Clancy, Scott, O’Rourke, Varakian,
Mondon and Elliott all singled to
drive in the runs.

O’Rourke finished 1-3, Varakian
and Mondon were 2-3, Elliott went 2-
2, Clancy went 2-4 and Scott was 1-
2. Mondon and O’Rourke shared the
pitching duties. Henry Hershey, Alex
Graf and Peter Mebane also contrib-
uted to the victory.

WF Blue 9’s Advance
In All-Star Playoffs
The Westfield Blue 9-year-old

Travel Team advanced to the
quarterfinals of the North Jersey
All Star Baseball League playoffs
with a 5-4 victory over the team
from Summit on July 21. Westfield
was to play Berkeley Heights in the
quarterfinals on July 23.

Despite the four runs, Michael
Fasciale and Eric Shor combined
for a one-hitter for Westfield. Aaron
Moeckler provided the game-win-
ning hit, with a bases-loaded double
in the bottom of the fourth inning.
Chris Hogge was brilliant at catcher.
Fasciale and Jacob Boyle provided
clutch defense.

Cal Ripken Pictures
Available on Website

Pictures of the Cal Ripken 12-
year-old baseball tournament are
now available to be viewed on
The Westfield Leader website
www.goleader.com.

Once on the website, click “Pho-
tos” and scroll to the appropriate
list. The Westfield Blue, Westfield
Gray and Scotch Plains-Fanwood
12-year-old teams appear on list –
05July20CalRipken12. Photos of
the Westfield and SPF 8’s and 9’s
can also be located on the photo
list.

SECOND PLACE IN RIPKEN TOURNEY…Scotch Plains Fanwood 11-year-
old tournament team placed second in the Cal Ripken District 12 Tournament,
losing to Westfield Blue, 3-2, in the finals. Pictured, left to right, are: front row;
John Mineo, Steve Vadas, Steve Alleman, Alex Markovits, Ian Johnston, Dan
Pesin, Mark Prowe and Tim Daly; second row, Teddy Udelsman, Anthony
Krajcsik, Chuck Krajcsik, Luke Mineo, Brett Kovacs, Ryan Henkels and Mike
Daly. Not pictured: Drew Laspe and Bill Johnston.

WF Blue Marlins Keep
Winning Streak Alive

By CASSIE LO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield Memorial Pool Blue
Marlins finished yet another impres-
sive season this week. The Blue Mar-
lins have been undefeated since 1984.
Head Coach Judy Lee, a teacher at the
Pingry School in Martinsville, com-
pleted her 32nd year of coaching with
the help of assistant coaches and former
swimmers Chrissy Schwebel, Ryan
Bartholomew and Dan McGrory. All
three of the assistant coaches spent
many years as Marlins and also were
members of the Westfield High School
varsity swim team.

The Blue Marlins continued their
successful streak this year, winning
all eight meets and winning the divi-
sion championships despite having
some tough competition from West
Caldwell and New Providence. The
North Jersey Summer Swim League
consists of four divisions and the 12
fastest swimmers in each event go on
to compete in the Meet of Champi-
ons. There are traditionally a large
number of Blue Marlins who make
both the division championships and
the Meet of Champions, and this year
was no different.

“I remember being eight-years-old
and thinking about how cool it was
that I was on a team helping all the
high school seniors go undefeated.
Now the tables have turned and I’m
proud to have helped maintain the
team’s invincible record as one of its
oldest members,” said Kyle Murray.

Many records were broken due to
the fast times this season. Becky Clapp

broke, and re-broke, the 13-14 50-
meter backstroke record, as well as
the 13-14 50-meter butterfly record.
Larry Zhang broke the 11-12 50-meter
breaststroke, 50-meter backstroke and
100-meter individual medley records.
Ryan Gajdzisz is the new record
holder for the 9-10 100-meter indi-
vidual medley. Larry and Ryan, with
the help of Tim Walsh and Nick
Gilligan, shattered the 12-and-under
100-meter freestyle relay.

A new addition to the Marlin program
was the Green team, a group of swim-
mers who swam at both their own meets
and some of the White team meets.

“The Green team gives swimmers
the opportunity to swim more than if
they were just on the White team,”
said Coach Lee.

Because they swam in two White
meets this season, Green team mem-
bers are eligible to swim in the White
team championship meet. Both the
Green and White teams also had suc-
cessful seasons. The White team
ended the season with a 2-3 record,
defeating Cranford and Manor Park.

The Westfield Memorial Pool swim
program had over 200 swimmers this
summer, with 100 swimming for the
Blue team, 135 for the White team
and 31 swimmers on the Green team.
The annual team party will take place
on August 2 at the Memorial Pool.

“I hope everybody had a positive
experience. Based on what they did
this summer, I hope they’ll continue
to swim year round and pursue swim-
ming as a lifetime activity,” said
Coach Lee.

WE ARE THE CHAMPIONS…Westfield Memorial Pool swim coaches, pictured
left to right, Ryan Bartholomew, Dan McGrory, Head Coach Judy Lee and
Chrissy Schwebel enjoy a dip in the pool after being thrown in by team members
to celebrate the Blue Marlin’s final duel meet of the season last week. The Blue
Marlins have been undefeated since 1984.

Coldwell Banker®, Since 1906, America's Premier Real Estate Company

Denotes Open House

Coldwell Banker Mortgage Services
888-317-5416
Concierge Services 800-353-9949
Global Relocation Services  877-384-0033
Previews International Estates Division  800-575-0952

Mobility Broker Network

©2004, Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation.  An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

www.ColdwellBankerMoves.com

Westfield 908-233-5555
209 Central Avenue

Some people think just any real estate company will do.
Others expect more.

Westfield $469,500 Scotch Plains                                               $1,599,000

Westfield $699,900 Westfield                                                        $549,900

Near pool, school, park, train.  4 bedroom raised ranch.
1.1 baths, family room fireplace, renovated eat-in kitchen.
WSF0454

Completely renovated colonial from the foundation up.
14 rooms, 6 bedrooms, 4.1 baths.  On cul-de-sac,
approximate acre.  WSF0326

Move-in condition, 4 bedrooms, College Estates, many
exterior and interior updates including kitchen with
breakfast room.  WSF0527

Deceivingly spacious.  4 bedrooms, 2 full baths, large
eat-in kitchen, family room, deck and more.  Near park
and schools.  WSF0573

Immaculate 4 bedroom colonial.  Updated eat-in kitchen,
2 renovated baths, family room, finished basement.  On
cul de sac. WSF0601

Open House: Sun. 7/31 1-4PM.  Immaculate 4 bedrooms,
2 full bath completely renovated home.  Near schools.
DIR: Rahway to Willow Grove.  WSF0107

Cranford                                                        $640,000

Westfield                                                        $550,000


