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ECKERT, 3-FOR-3, 5 RBI; VITELLI CRACKS 2-RUN HR

Geeks Make the Move, Bring
Down Dunellen Hotel, 20-12

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Sensing dissention amongst the
ranks of A Division leader Dunellen
Hotel midway through the game,
Geeks on Call took advantage of the
situation and scored 13 runs in the
final two innings to topple the Hotel
men, 20-12, in the first game of a
double header in the Scotch Plains

Men’s Softball League at Brookside
Park in Scotch Plains on July 20. The
Geeks kept their cool while the Hotel
men were still reeling, and won the
second game to claim the top seed for
the playoffs.

The Geeks, who have several play-
ers in the lineup who can blast the ball
out of the ballpark, tapped 20 singles
and three doubles. Dave Eckert went

3-for-3, with a double, scored a run
and racked up five RBI. Bennie
Maranzan punched two singles and a
double, scored three times and had an
RBI. Brian Dayton also ripped two
singles and a double while scoring
twice and recording two RBI. Pete
Poillon poked three singles, had two
RBI and scored once. Mark Nies and
Jerry Waters each singled twice, scored
once and had an RBI. Emidio Monaco
poked a two-run single and scored
twice. Neil Kauffman and Joe DeFabio
each singled and scored twice. Rob
Tumolo and John Pellazullo each
singled, scored once and had an RBI.

Dunellen Hotel tacked up 19 hits,
including a two-run home run from
Anthony Vitelli, Jr. who finished 2-
for-3. Phil Keenan and Eric Smith
each went 3-for-3 and scored three
times while Tony Vitelli, Sr. went 3-
for-3 with an RBI. Keith Getz went 2-
for-2 with three RBI and Greg
McComb yanked a two-run double
while Phil Gentile and Frank Maggio
each contributed two singles and Bob
Chez scored twice.

The Hotel men felt at home at the
plate in the bottom of the first, scor-
ing four runs on five singles and a
throwing error. Feeling the need to
score early, Geek power hitter Nies
called out, “Come on guys! Let’s hit
the ball down hard.”

Monaco added, “Let’s not go
through the motions. Hit line drives.”

Highlighted by Monaco’s two-run
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PARKER’S ‘D’ SAVES ST. JOSEPH, ROTH GOES 3-FOR-3

St. Joseph Dodges Bullet, Nips
St. Aloysius Softball Men, 7-6

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

With the word out that St. Joseph
recently claimed bragging rights by
defeating St. Marks in the battle of
first-place teams in the St. Bart’s
Oldtimers Men’s Softball League, St.
Aloysius set its sights on toppling the
“Masters of their Domain” and nearly
did at Brookside Park in Scotch Plains
on July 21. Getting a superb perfor-
mance from outfielder/infielder Jim
Parker, the Joes managed to maintain
their lofty status with a 7-6 victory.

Parker, who contributed an RBI
single and a run scored, played the
majority of the game in centerfield,
made several fine running grabs and
gunned down a runner attempting to
score in the sixth inning. In the bottom
of the seventh, he relocated to short
and initiated a key double play to
dampen a late St. Aloysius rally. Team-
mates Rick Wustefeld (third base),
Bill Mirto (second base) and Larry
Shaub (first base) pulled off a brilliant
5-4-3 double play in the third inning.

Aloysius turned in some fine defen-
sive plays as well. Lou Balestriere
performed some magic in centerfield.
Brian Mahoney made two fine plays
while covering third base in the third
inning, then, while covering second,
was on the putout end of a fine gun
down from leftfielder Tom Ulichny in
the fourth. In the first inning, St. Al
gunned down a runner heading to third.

After the second gun down, St. Al
Captain Joe Romash said, “Good
‘D’ guys! We took out two of their

runners.”
Both teams totaled 14 hits with St.

Aloysius ripping two triples and St.
Joe rapping two doubles. Joe’s Damon
Roth (3-for-3, 2 runs scored, 1 RBI)
whacked both doubles while Al men
Balestriere (3-for-3, 2 runs scored)
and Mahoney (2-for-3, 1 run scored,
1 RBI) each smacked a triple.

St. Joe’s Kevin Marron had two
singles, two runs scored and an RBI,
George Gracia poked a pair of RBI

singles and Bob Elmi squeaked out
two singles. John Simpson went 2-
for-3, scored twice and had two RBI
for St. Al, while Mike Michalisin and
Tony Giannaci (1 RBI) each slapped
a pair of singles.

St. Joe combined four singles and
two walks to take a 2-0 lead in the top
of the first, but St. Al answered with
a run when Balestriere tripled to cen-
ter and scored on Joe DeCharo’sBATTILORO HRS, TRACY, MARINO TRIGGER RBI IN 7TH

Westfield Policeman 1 Cuff
Westfield Police Bandits, 9-7

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

An anticipated old-fashioned show-
down between the Westfield Police
softball forces turned out to be a nail
biter as the visiting Bandits refused to
let an early deficit get them down but
Westfield Blue carried enough ammo
in the seventh to squeeze off a 9-7
victory at Memorial Field in Westfield
on July 20.

Westfield PD1 fired off 13 hits and
sharpshooter Barney Tracy tapped two
hits, including three RBI. Joe Marino,
Steve ‘Voom’ Peterpaul and Jeff
Johnson went each 2-for 3 with an
RBI. Nick Norton, Dave Wayman
and Mike Smalls banged RBI singles.

“Today’s game was not our ‘A’

game. We did not hit the ball and the
few hits that we got, we couldn’t put
them together. We were not making
consistent hits to score runs,” said
team captain Frank Padovano. “We’re
a team that scores 20 runs a game. We
scored nine and that’s not going to
win a game. Defensively, we made a
few errors but overall I’m happy with
our play. We came out with a win and
that’s always good and exciting, but
we need to step it up if we want to be
a contending team again.”

Westfield PD2, known as the Ban-
dits, totaled 11 hits and was led by
Mike Duelks, who pounded three hits,
including a double and a triple, with
two RBI. Jeff Battiloro pulled the
trigger for a homerun in the third.

Bob Sawicki smacked an RBI double,
Greg Kasko and Steve DiTrilio each
inflicted a hit with an RBI and Bob
Beaton added an RBI sacrifice.

“These are the type of games we
like to see. We came ready to play
today, we played tough and it showed,”
said team captain Kasko. “Earlier in
the season I don’t think we were
ready to play as a team when they
beat us, but that is not an excuse here
today. They’re good players and they
always come with their ‘A’ game.
Now, with the end of the season in
sight, you got to start playing towards
the playoffs and that is where it all
counts. Hopefully we will come up
on the winning side of things.”
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STRETCHING IT A LITTLE TOO FAR…St. Joe’s Jim Parker gets gunned down at third in the first inning against St.
Aloysius. Parker more than made up for that, however, with brilliant defensive plays.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FIRST INNING INTENSITY…Dunellen Hotel Captain, Bobby Chez, right,
looks with intensity as Phil Gentile raps a single to right in the first inning.


