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Prayer to

The Blessed Virgin
PRAYER TO THE BLESSED

VIRGIN:  (Never known to fail)
Oh most beautiful flower of Mount
Carmel, fruitful vine splendor of
heaven.  Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist
me in my necessity.  Oh, Star of the
Sea, help me show me herein, you
are my mother.  Oh Holy Mary,
Mother of God, Queen of Heaven
and Earth!  I humbly beseech you
from the bottom of my heart to
succor me in this necessity.  There
are none that can withstand your
power.  Oh, show me herein you are
my mother.  Oh Mary, conceived
without sin, pray for us who have
recourse to thee.  Holy Mother, I
place this cause in your hands (3X).
Holy Spirit, you who solve all prob-
lems, light all roads so that I can
attain my goal.  You who gave me
the divine gift to forgive and forget
all evil against me and that in all
instances in my life you are with
me. I want in this short prayer to
thank you for the things as you
confirm once again that I never
want to be separated from you in
eternal glory. Thank you for your
mercy towards me and mine. The
person must say this prayer three
consecutive days. After three days,
the request will be granted. This
prayer must be published after the
favor is granted. A.M.P.
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– Obituaries –

Herbert J. Irion

Herbert Irion, 80, Realtor and Salesman;
Was Active With FUMC and YMCA

Herbert J. “Bud” Irion, 80, of Ster-
ling, Va. died on Sunday, July 10, at
his home.

Born in Stamford, Conn., he had
been a resident of Fanwood and
Westfield for 30 years,
starting in 1942.

Mr. Irion had worked
as a salesman for the
Pierce Glass Company of
Westfield and as a realtor
with Barrett & Crain Inc.
of Mountainside. In 1972,
he bought a farm supply
and hardware store in
North Ferrisburgh, Vt.,
where he lived until last
year.

He was an active mem-
ber of the First United Methodist
Church in Westfield and the Westfield
YMCA.

Mr. Irion attended Westfield High
School and enlisted in the United
States Army one day after his 18th

birthday in 1943. He served behind
the lines in England, France, Lux-
embourg and Germany.

He received a Master of Business
Administration degree from Syra-

cuse University in 1952.
Surviving are his wife,

Charlotte Epps Irion;
three daughters, Susan
Irion, Barbara Sawyer
and Margaret Brown; a
son, Robert Irion, and
four grandchildren.

Services and interment
will take place on Satur-
day, August 20, in North
Ferrisburgh, Vt.

Arrangements are by
the Adams-Green Fu-

neral Home in Herndon, Va.
Memorial contributions may be

made to the First United Methodist
Church, One East Broad Street,
Westfield 07090.
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Marlene Kunicky, 66, Was Art Teacher;
Graduated From Newark State College

Marlene K. Habedank Kunicky,
66, of Westfield died on Friday,
July 22, at her home.

Born in Orange, she resided in
Westfield for the last 33 years.

During the 1960s, Mrs. Kunicky
had been an art teacher in the South
Plainfield school system.

She graduated from Newark State
College with a Bachelor of Arts
degree in Fine Arts and Education.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band of 31 years, Stephen J.
Kunicky, on April 27, 1997.

Surviving are a daughter,

Jessalyn Brodie of Scotch Plains,
and a son and daughter-in-law,
Jason and Valerie Kunicky of
Wilmington, Del.

A memorial service was held yes-
terday, Wednesday, July 27, at the
First Baptist Church of South
Plainfield.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of the Gray Funeral Home,
318 East Broad Street in Westfield.

Memorial donations may be made
to the Westfield Rescue Squad, P.O.
Box 356, Westfield 07091.
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Michael Gibson, 60, Was Orchestrator
For Many Stage Shows and Hit Film
Award-winning orchestrator

Michael Gibson, 60, a Scotch Plains
resident known for his three-decade
career of stage and movie work, died
of lung cancer on Friday, July 15, at
Compassionate Care Hospice at St.
Clare’s Hospital in Dover.

Born and raised in Wilmington,
Del., Mr. Gibson moved to Scotch
Plains in 1992. He attended Harvard
University and the Berklee School of
Music in Boston.

He orchestrated over 100 shows
spanning Broadway, Off-Broadway
and regional theater productions, and
was twice nominated for a Tony
Award. He also earned several Drama
Desk awards and nominations.

His résumé additionally included a
nine-year stint as orchestrator for the
Ringling Brothers and Barnum &
Bailey Circus, as well as other
projects.

Mr. Gibson’s talents were reflected
in such stage shows as Anything Goes,
The Boy From Oz, Cabaret, Kiss of
the Spider Woman, My One and Only,
Steel Pier, Woman of the Year and
You’re A Good Man, Charlie Brown.
He co-orchestrated the musical All
Shook Up, which is currently on
Broadway.

Mr. Gibson also served as orches-
trator of the 1978 film Grease, the
soundtrack of which went platinum.

Known for his collaborations with
the songwriting team of John Kander
and Fred Ebb, Mr. Gibson had been
preparing a program of symphonic
works by the duo at the time of his
death, and also was preparing to or-
chestrate a project with Chita Rivera.

He had performed with or written
for a legion of stage, screen and mu-
sic luminaries, including the Andrew
Sisters, Lauren Bacall, Tony Bennett,
B.B. King, the Boston Pops, Cab
Calloway, Carol Channing, Judy Gar-
land, Ethel Merman, Liza Minnelli,
Bernadette Peters, Tito Puente,
Debbie Reynolds, Diana Ross and
John Travolta, among many others.

Surviving are his wife, Ellen
Gibson; a son, Andrew Gibson of
Scotch Plains; his parents, Peg and
Hoot Gibson of Elsmere, Del.; two
sisters, Mary Matterer of Newark,
Del. and Kathy Dougherty of
Wilmington, Del., and a brother,
David Gibson of Wilmington.

A private service has been held for
the family, and a public memorial is
being planned in New York City.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contri-
butions may be made to the Compas-
sionate Care Hospice at St. Clare’s
Hospital, in care of St. Clare’s Foun-
dation, 75 Bloomfield Avenue,
Denville, N.J. 07834.
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Dr. Muriel Ramsden, 85, Was Professor;
Former President of SP-F School Board
Dr. Muriel Holden Ramsden, 85, of

Tinton Falls passed away on Sunday,
July 24.

Born in Pittsfield, Mass., she had
lived in Scotch Plains and Toms River
before moving to Tinton Falls a year
and a half ago.

Dr. Ramsden had worked for
Dupont’s film division from 1947 to
1953, and also had been a Professor
of chemistry at Union County Col-
lege from 1968 until retiring in 1990.

A graduate of Holyoke High
School, where she was valedictorian,
Dr. Ramsden received her Bachelor
of Arts degree from Mount Holyoke
College in 1942, her Master of Arts
degree from Wellesley College in
1944 and her Doctoral degree in Or-
ganic and Polymer Chemistry from
Massachusetts Institute of Technol-
ogy in 1947.

Dr. Ramsden was a former Presi-
dent of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education. She also was a

member of the American Chemical
Society, Phi Beta Kappa and the
American Association of Retired Per-
sons.

She was a strong supporter of the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA, was
active in the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Scholarship Fund and also was an
avid bridge player.

Surviving are her husband of 59
years, Hugh E. Ramsden; three sons,
Geoffrey Ramsden of Kansas City,
Mo., Douglas Ramsden of Beckley,
W. Va. and Keith Ramsden of
Wyckoff, N.J., and her six grandchil-
dren, Harrison, Taryn, Christopher,
Jennifer, Steven and Emily.

A funeral service was held yester-
day, Wednesday, July 27, at the Ely
Funeral Home in Neptune.

In lieu of flowers, donations to the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Scholarship
Foundation, P.O. Box 123, Fanwood,
N.J. 07023 would be appreciated.
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More Community/Education

Vendors, Volunteers Sought
For 10th Fanny Wood Day

FANWOOD – The Fanny Wood
Day Committee has announced that
the 10th Annual Fanny Wood Day
celebration will be held on Sunday,
October 2, from noon to 5 p.m.

Chaired by Fanwood Councilwoman
Donna Dolce and Jennifer Ricci, Ex-
ecutive Director of The Chelsea at
Fanwood, the committee includes rep-
resentatives from the Fanwood Public
Works and police departments, plus a
number of local volunteers, some of
whom have been involved since the
first Fanny Wood Day in 1996.

The committee has been soliciting
various vendors who, along with local
merchants, will have stands featuring
food, crafts and other items along
Martine and South Avenues. Local
nonprofit organizations and  profes-
sionals also will be on hand to provide
information and services. Vendors in-
terested in reserving a spot  should call
(908) 322-2350.

Once again, a special area will be
designated for children, with rides and
entertainment. A disk jockey will  pro-
vide music and broadcast the results

of multiple contests being scheduled
throughout the day.

The Cougar Car Club will host an
exhibition of classic automobiles in the
Fanwood Train Station parking lot along
South Avenue. Anyone wishing to dis-
play a car may call (908) 889-1709.

“An ad journal with a complete list-
ing of the day’s events and information
about some of Fanwood’s local busi-
nesses and supporters will be mailed to
each household in early September. We
encourage everyone to set aside Octo-
ber 2 and join us downtown to honor
Fanwood’s legendary first lady, and to
celebrate Fanwood’s 110th birthday,”
stated Councilwoman Dolce.

 Anyone interested in volunteering
at the event may call Ms. Dolce at
(908) 889-6072. The rain date is the
following Sunday, October 9.

Mr. Sherr to Share History
Of Health Department

WESTFIELD – Robert Sherr, Di-
rector of Health for the Westfield
Regional Health Department, will
be the guest speaker at the First
Wednesday Luncheon of the
Westfield Historical Society at noon
on August 3 at B.G. Fields Restau-
rant, located at 560 Springfield Av-
enue in Westfield.

Mr. Sherr will discuss some of the
history (records go back to the early
1800s) of services, regulations and
responsibilities of the Westfield Re-
gional Health Department.

In addition to Westfield, the de-
partment presently provides public
health services by contract to the bor-
oughs of Fanwood, Garwood,
Mountainside, Roselle Park and New
Providence and the Township of
Springfield, covering a population of
over 86,000 residents.

In addition to supplementing many
of the services provided by Union
County, as well as following state

mandated programs and services, Mr.
Sherr will explain how the health
department cooperates with the towns
and boroughs under contract in pro-
viding many local services.

Vital Statistics, adult health ser-
vices, swimming pool inspections,
blood pressure checks, rabies clinics
for dogs and cats, health education
programs, flu shots and child health
clinics are just a few of the many
services the department offers.

In recent years, the danger of the
West Nile Virus and the threat of bio-
terrorism have both had a profound
impact on the health department and
municipal services, as they have had
to respond to and investigate numer-
ous calls received by the department.

Regular attendees of the luncheon
will be contacted by a telephone com-
mittee of the Society to verify their
reservations. Space permitting, oth-
ers also may attend. Interested indi-
viduals are asked to call (908) 233-
2930 by noon on Monday, August 1.

Daisy-Brownie Dance Leads
To Donations For Needy

WESTFIELD – Jefferson Elemen-
tary School Brownie Troop No. 766
from Westfield recently hosted the
Annual Westfield Daisy-Brownie
Dance at their school for over 240 girls
in kindergarten through third grade.

Featuring the theme “Sleepover
Party,” the event was designed as a
way for the youngsters to have fun
while helping those less fortunate.
The girls, who came in their pajamas,
decorated pillowcases, had their nails
done and got tattoos applied by older
scouts from Jefferson Junior Troop
No. 697. They also learned dances
while a disk jockey played tunes.

Each troop donated a set of paja-
mas and slippers, and each girl do-
nated either a new toothbrush or hair-
brush. Over 400 items were collected,
including 18 sets of pajamas, 155

hairbrushes, 195 toothbrushes and
various other items.

These items have been donated to
the Ozanam Family Shelter in Edison,
a shelter operated by Catholic Chari-
ties, and 14 baby sleepers were do-
nated to Newborns in Need in
Plainfield.

The troops in attendance included
Jefferson School Daisy Troop Nos.
473 and 482 and Brownie Troop Nos.
879, 986, 251 and 766; Tamaques
Elementary School Daisy Troop No.
604 and Brownie Troop No. 559;
McKinley Elementary School Daisy
Troop No. 430; Wilson Elementary
School Brownie Troop Nos. 154, 360,
358, 445, 813 and 67; Franklin El-
ementary School Brownie Troop Nos.
913 and 302, and Washington Brownie
Troop Nos. 769, 656, 803 and 298.

FUN FOR ALL…Members of Jefferson Elementary School Brownie Troop No.
766 of Westfield are pictured at the Annual Westfield Daisy-Brownie Dance that
they hosted. The girls enjoyed fun activities while also donating items for
disadvantaged people.

Red Cross Chapter Warns
Of Severe Blood Shortages

COUNTY – The Tri-County Chap-
ter of the American Red Cross, which
serves 22 municipalities including
Fanwood, Scotch Plains and
Garwood, and the Blood Center of
New Jersey are reporting a severe
shortage of blood throughout the
state of New Jersey.

Churches, organizations and com-
panies willing to hold blood drives
are urged to help, and community
members in good health are asked to
donate blood to help meet the
region’s needs.

Blood centers throughout the state
report the primary reasons for low

inventories include groups cancel-
ing drives and donors missing ap-
pointments. There also are fewer
drives during summer because
schools are closed, community
groups don’t meet and corporations
plan for a lighter schedule due to
employee vacations. To meet needs,
the state is importing blood from
other areas of the country.

To schedule a blood drive, or to
make an appointment to donate
blood, please contact Victor Webb of
the American Red Cross Tri-County
Chapter at (908) 756-6414 or
webbv@usa.redcross.org.

Recreation Department
To Sponsor Three Trips

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Rec-
reation Department will sponsor three
trips, beginning with one on Wednes-
day, August 10, to see the New York
Liberty battle the Los Angeles Sparks at
7:30 p.m. at Madison Square Garden.
The bus will depart at 4:30 p.m. The $49
per person cost includes a food voucher.

There will be a trip on Friday, August
12, to Yankee Stadium to see the New
York Yankees play the Texas Rangers.
The bus will depart at 3:30 p.m., with
the game starting at 7:05 p.m. The cost
is $66 per person.

On Thursday, September 1, the de-
partment will run a trip to Shea Sta-
dium to see the Mets play the Philadel-
phia Phillies at 1:05 p.m. The bus will
depart at 11 a.m. and the cost is $56.

All trips will depart from the Westfield
Municipal Building, located at 425 East
Broad Street. Tickets are limited, so
early reservations are encouraged. For
further information, please call the Rec-
reation Department at (908) 789-4080
or visit www.westfieldnj.net/townhall/
recreation on the Internet.

Enrichment Ctr. Annex
To Host Comm. School

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood school board has
designated The Enrichment Center
Annex as the new provider of Com-
munity Education for the 2005-2006
school year. The Enrichment Center
Annex is a non-profit company headed
by Elaine Sigal.

 All classes will still be offered in
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood schools.
Classes for students in kindergarten
through grade 12 will be taught by
state certified teachers with a maxi-
mum class size of eight students. Adult
classes will run in the evenings. Semi-
nars and trips are also planned.

The Community School will in-
crease its offerings greatly both for
children and for adults.

A new program brochure will be
mailed to all residents of Scotch
Plains and Fanwood in August.
Mrs. Sigal is looking for input from
the community. The new website
for the Community School,
TheEnrichmentCenterAnnex.com,
will be up and running by August.
Programming will be offered after
school and during evenings, and
the pricing structure will be simi-
lar to 2004-2005 prices.

Please call the new Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Community School num-
ber, (908) 654-8878, to speak with
Mrs. Sigal about courses.

TV34 to Broadcast
SPFHS Graduation
SCOTCH PLAINS – TV34 has

announced that it will broadcast
the 2005 Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School commencement at
the following times:

Monday at 10 a.m., 4 p.m. and
8 p.m.; Tuesday at 8 a.m., 4 p.m.,
6 p.m. and 10 p.m.; Wednesday at
10 a.m., 2 p.m., 6 p.m. and 8 p.m.;
Thursday at 8 a.m., 10 a.m., 4 p.m.
and 6 p.m.; Friday at 8 a.m., 4 p.m.
and 8 p.m.; Saturday at 12 p.m., 2
p.m., 6 p.m. and 10 p.m., and
Sunday at 12 p.m., 2 p.m., 6 p.m.
and 10 p.m.

Copies are available at the high
school’s main office at $23 for
VHS and $28 for DVD.


