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BOE Seeks Applicants
For Unexpired SP Seat

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Educa-
tion is seeking applicants interested
in filling the Scotch Plains seat on
the board previously occupied by
Lance Porter. Mr. Porter resigned in
June after seven years on the board
due to a job transfer. The resigna-
tion was effective August 1.

The board will have 65 days from
August 1 to appoint a new Scotch
Plains member of the board to serve
until the next school election in
April, 2006, according to district
spokeswoman Kathy Meyer.

At that time, candidates may run
for the one-year unexpired term,
Ms. Meyer said. Any applicants who
intend on running for a full-term to
the seat must be a resident for one
year of Scotch Plains as of April
2006.

“It’s a good opportunity for some-
one who has been considering (run-
ning for the board),” Ms. Meyer said.

Scotch Plains residents who are
interested in applying for the open
board seat are invited to submit a
letter of interest, including a brief
biography and their reasons for
wanting to be on the board, to Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Educa-
tion President Linda Nelson, at the
Board of Education Offices, Ever-
green Avenue and Cedar Street,
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076.

The deadline for applications is
Monday, September 12 at 4 p.m. The
board will conduct public interviews
of candidates on Thursday, Septem-

ber 15 from 8 to 10 p.m., then recess
into closed session to discuss the
candidates’ interviews.

The board will then reconvene in
open session to take a public vote to
select the successor board member.
If there are more candidates than
time allows, the process will be
completed at the Thursday, Sep-
tember 22 business meeting of the
board, according to Ms. Meyer.

BIG STRETCH...Kehler Field in Westfield is ‘Turfed’ Tuesday. The project is
scheduled for completion at the end of August in time for football season.

* APY = Annual Percentage Yield. Limited check writing privileges—three checks permitted per cycle. There is a penalty fee of $10.00 for excess transactions. Tiered balances for
Town Super Premium Money Market Accounts are $1,500, $10,000 (.50% APY), $25,000 and over (2.75% APY). Tiered balances for Business Money Market Accounts are
$2,500, $10,000 (.50% APY), $25,000 and over (2.75% APY). If your balance falls below the minimum, you will incur a minimum service charge of $10.00 and no interest is earned.

** When you maintain a balance of $25,000 or more, FREE ATM fees up to $10.00; FREE service charge on Traveler’s Cheques; additional 0.25% added premium on fixed rate certificates 
limit one 0.25% premium.

The interest rates are variable and are subject to change at the discretion of the bank without prior notice. The interest rate will be adjusted as of the first business day of every month. 
Minimum 2.75% APY guaranteed until 12/31/05.
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on collected balances as low as $25,000!

Additional 0.25% added premium on 
fixed rate CDs

FREE First order of checks!

FREE Service Charge on 
Traveler’s Cheques!**

FREE ATM fees up to $10

2.75%
HIGH PERFORMANCE
Earn a

APY*

Town Super Premium Money        
Market Account

Town Super Business Money
Market Account

www.townbank.com
520 South Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090

908.301.0800 
44 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908.518.9333

REV UP YOUR EARNINGS!

�

�����������	��
�������

��������������
�����	��	���������	�����������
�������

���������	��������	���������	���� �

�	��	�����������������������

��������������������� �
�

�����!"�"#"�"�
!������������#��������������������	�����

$%&'()*'+$$$�
�
�

����������	
�����
��������������������
��
����

��������	�
������
���������������������������������

county is  will also repaving Lambert’s
Mill Road from Jacob’s Lane in Scotch
Plains to Rahway Avenue in Westfield.

Repaving will also take place on
Raritan Road between Old Lake Av-
enue and Terrill Road in Scotch Plains;
the Martine Avenue Extension from
Raritan Road in Scotch Plains to Cel-
lar Avenue in Clark and Sky Top Dr./
Coles Avenue from Glenside Avenue
to the Trailside Museum in
Mountainside.

While roads will be closed during
milling and resurfacing, residents
will be notified of the closings be-
fore work begins, county officials
said.

The Union Country projects are
scheduled to be finished by this
Labor Day.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Summer
Road Work

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Public Records Act
Little Problem Locally

actions that an attorney now reviews
OPRA requests filed by Ms. Renna.
She said this situation is very frustrat-
ing, but isolated.

“We are aware of our OPRA respon-
sibilities to the public and are always
forthcoming,” Ms. Tedeschi said.

By her own account, Ms. Renna
admits that she placed numerous
OPRA requests with the county, but
puts the number closer to 80 requests.
Ms. Renna, a Republican, contends
that the county has violated her OPRA
rights by systematically thwarting her
attempts to gain access to informa-
tion about the all-Democrat freeholder
board for political reasons.

Some of the information Ms. Renna
requested between 2003 and 2005 in-
cluded salaries, positions, paid leave
and an accounting of employees on the
county payroll. She claimed the county
intentionally delays and denies requests
until the time-sensitive information re-
quested is no longer valuable.

She also filed nine complaints with
the GRC against the freeholder board
due to their alleged violation of her
OPRA rights. Some of those com-
plaints were dismissed by the GRC in
their final determinations, having
found that although the county was
delinquent in delivering some of the
requested documents, the delays were
not found to be a “knowing and will-
ful violation of OPRA.”

Several of the complaints that were
referred to the state Office of Admin-
istrative Law (OAL), were dropped
by Ms. Renna, because she said she
does not have the time or the money
to pursue a legal battle with the OAL,
the legal arm of the GRC.

Vince Lehotsky, a resident of
Rahway, is a prolific user of the OPRA
throughout Union County. He has
filed dozens of OPRA requests dur-

ing the course of his grassroots ac-
tivities. Over the years Mr. Lehotsky
has reported information on county
financial disclosures on his website,
www.UnionCountyReporter.com.

Mr. Lehotsky said that most munici-
pal boards and the Union County free-
holders were accommodating and effi-
cient, responding to his OPRA requests
in a timely fashion.

“But the time frame all depends on
who the clerk is and which board I’m
at,” he added.

Despite the sometimes-controver-
sial nature of his requests, Mr. Lehotsky
said he was never denied access to
information covered by OPRA.

“When I’ve gone in to request fi-
nancial information from the free-
holders, I usually have the item in my
hands in 10 minutes,” he related.

Mr. Lehotsky said that on occa-
sion, personal and private informa-
tion that should not have been re-
leased under OPRA’s exceptions,
were instead accidentally released to
him by the county, such as employ-
ees’ Social Security numbers or the
locations used by the county’s wit-
ness protection program. He has re-
ported these oversights to the GRC.

He said that he is careful not to
overburden any office with excessive
requests and he is mindful of the types
of information permitted under OPRA.

At the municipal level, OPRA re-
quests are handled by the clerk’s office.

Westfield Town Clerk Claire Gray
said most requesters are aware of
what information is covered under
OPRA. Ms. Gray said attorneys make
most of the requests that come through
her office, but some are from candi-
dates and private citizens.

Ms. Gray said the public should be
aware of the fees charged for docu-
ments due to the time involved in
collating requests. She said that it
could be costly to a government
agency if people do not pick up and
pay for the documents they order and
that requesters need to be specific
about the information that request.

Phil Morin of Cranford, a Union
County lawyer and Chairman of the
Union County Republicans, said  lo-
cal boards have been accommodat-
ing in answering his OPRA requests
in a timely fashion.

“However,” he said. “Some gov-
ernment agencies are more accom-
modating than others.”

More information can be found on
OPRA at www.NJ.gov/OPRA and the
cases being mediated by the GRC
along with their decisions can be found
on their web site at www.nj.gov/grc.

FANWOOD
POLICE BLOTTER

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 27
Angelo D. Tsopelas, 27, of Fords

was arrested on outstanding warrants
as a result of a motor vehicle stop at
Martine and North Avenues.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 29
Jason E. Bennet, 26, of Clark, was ar-

rested at 7:24 p.m. on outstanding warrants.
FRIDAY, JULY 1

Christopher A. Merrick, 42, of Westfield
was arrested at 9 p.m. at the south side
train station on outstanding warrants after
acting in a disorderly manner, police said.

THURSDAY, JULY 7
Michael G. Leary, 37, of North

Plainfield, was arrested at 9:35 a.m.
on outstanding warrants as a result of
a motor vehicle stop on King Street.

Justin J. Mojica, 29, of Scotch Plains
was arrested at 9:30 p.m. on outstand-
ing motor vehicle warrants during an
investigation of a call by police.

SATURDAY, JULY 9
Vicki Tontodanti, 42, of Plainfield was

arrested on outstanding warrants during
an investigation of a call by police.

THURSDAY, JULY 14
Walter L. Chandler, 42, of Plainfield

was arrested at 4:45 p.m. and found to

have multiple outstanding warrants
following a motor vehicle stop at Terrill
Road and LaGrande Avenue.

FRIDAY, JULY 15
Julio A. Rosario, 29, of Plainfield was

arrested at 8:45 a.m. on outstanding war-
rants as a result of a motor vehicle stop at
Terrill Road and Midway Avenue.

SATURDAY, JULY 16
John S. Moruczinski, 40, of Fanwood

was arrested at 8:10 a.m. on Midway
Avenue for outstanding warrants.

THURSDAY, JULY 21
Cilia I. Mondrahon, 54, of Elizabeth

was arrested on outstanding warrants
and for obstruction of justice after pro-
viding false information to police fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop at 9:44
a.m. at Martine Avenue and Seville
Row, police said.

FRIDAY, JULY 22
Wendy F. Williams, 34, of Irvington

was arrested on outstanding warrants as
the result of a motor vehicle stop at 7:37
a.m. at Terrill Road and Midway Avenue.

SUNDAY, JULY 24
Cherriki S. Blanchard, 22, of

Plainfield was arrested on outstanding
warrants at 1:19 a.m.

Hearing Begins For
Wfd. Police Detective

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

 

WESTFIELD – In an unusual pub-
lic forum, the Westfield Police De-
partment began its disciplinary hear-
ing last Thursday at noon against
Detective Sandra Chambers, suppos-
edly charged with fixing a $20 park-
ing ticket and covering up the matter.

Detective Chambers has been sus-
pended with pay since March. Dur-
ing the three-hour plus hearing, no
charges pending against Detective
Chambers were mentioned.

Testimony was taken from Police
Detective Lisa Perrotta, who super-
vises parking ticket operations, and
Parking Director John Morgan. The
hearing was adjourned to 11 a.m. on
Wednesday, August 17.

James Damato, a Morris County
attorney, conducted the hearing. His
recommendations are non-binding.

During the hearing, it was brought
out that Detective Chambers had ac-
cused Detective Perrotta of improp-
erly ordering special police officer
Jonathan Pierce, Jr. to void a parking
ticket for her friend, Jefferson Elemen-
tary School Secretary Jill Brown.

When Detective Perrotta said she
confronted officer Pierce on the alle-
gation, the officer responded, “If any-
thing it was Sandy that made me void
a ticket a ticket for her son.”

Mr. Morgan said Officer Pierce’s ac-
tion in voiding Ms. Brown’s ticket was
illegal because he failed to get the signa-
ture of himself or Detective Perrotta.
Officer Pierce is still employed but can
no longer issue parking summons.

Detective Perrotta, who was on va-
cation in Aruba when the ticket was
issued, testified that Ms. Brown’s ticket
was voided properly after it was deter-
mined the meter was broken.

Detective Chambers’ attorney,
Hassan Abdellah, argued that state-
ments by Detective Perrotta (who said
she spoke to Ms. Brown) and Ms.
Brown’s statement indicated the meter
worked properly when she inserted
coins as witnessed by officer Pierce.

James Plosia, Jr. of the law firm of
Apruzzese, McDermott, Mastro &
Murphy of Liberty Corner, the town’s
labor  attorney,  represented the police
department. He said only half of the
case has been presented.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
formally requested a copy of the
charges pending against Detective
Chambers, according to the Open
Public Records Act (OPRA).

Westfield Police Captain John
Parizeau said that the charges are part
of Detective Chambers’ personnel file,
and thus he denied the OPRA re-
quest.

            
                

              
             

            
       

  
   

 
      

  

 

          
          

         
         
           

          
  

             
         

   
    

      

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PISTON LOVERS...Area car show enthusiasts converge in Westfield last Wednes-
day for the monthly summer spectacle.


