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Don Williams for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LIVING THE ‘KID’S LIFE’…Cast members from the play, A Kid’s Life!, visited patients at Children’s Specialized Hospital
in Mountainside last Thursday, before their performance on Sunday at Raritan Valley Community College that raised
money for the hospital. Zack, left, and Starsky the dog met children in the hospital’s Day Room, while Bart the orange tree
(right frame) welcomed people in the lobby.
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WESTFIELDWESTFIELDWESTFIELDWESTFIELDWESTFIELD – On June 28, Dr.
Ted Schlosberg, founder and execu-
tive director of the New Jersey Work-
shop for the Arts, presented scholar-
ship awards to five graduating high
school seniors for various skills they
achieved while studying at the Mu-
sic Studio.

The Westfield residents include
Rebecca Mason, who won the NJWA
Concert Band Award for proficiency
in playing the clarinet. Chris
Velderman was given recognition in
three areas:  the Armstrong Award
for outstanding performance and
achievement in the field of jazz, the
NJWA Scholarship Award for years
of continuous outstanding perfor-
mance, commitment and achieve-
ment in NJWA Instrumental En-
sembles and the Bugles Across
America pin for years of distinguished
service in the performance of TAPS.

David Reinhardt was recognized
with the Ruth Sell Memorial Schol-

arship for significant achievements
in musical performance through in-
struction at the Music Studio. He
also received the Bugles Across
America pin.

Greg Salmon and Jeffrey Bayne
were given the John Philip Sousa
Award in recognition of outstanding
achievement in performing with the
NJWA Concert Band.

The awards and scholarships are
made possible through individual
and corporate contributions and
fundraising conducted by the New
Jersey Workshop for the Arts schol-
arships fund.

The Music Studio, a division of
the non-profit NJWA “where talent
develops and creativity thrives” is
located at 150-152 East Broad Street
in Westfield. For information on the
Music Studio or any NJWA pro-
grams, please call 908-789-9696 or
visit the web site at
www.njworkshopforthearts.com.

AREAAREAAREAAREAAREA – The Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders is pleased to
present an exhibit by painters Connie
Pienciak and Harry Opanowicz at the
gallery space at the offices of the Union
County Division of Cultural and Heri-
tage Affairs, located at 633 Pearl Street
in Elizabeth.

Both artists are members of the Lin-
den Art Association, which has been
meeting once a week since 1955 at the
Sunnyside Recreation Center in Lin-
den. An art instructor facilitates the
group in drawing, pen and ink, water-
color, oil, acrylic and collage. The asso-
ciation exhibits in Linden City Hall
and local banks and had its 50th Anni-
versary exhibit at the Freeholders Gal-
lery in Elizabeth.

Connie Pienciak of Linden joined
the Linden Art Association ten years
ago. Mrs. Pienciak has been painting
for 30 years, switching from oils to
acrylics and watercolors. She works
from her own and family photographs
to create realistic scenes. Her favorite
themes are reflections in water and the
sky at sunset. Mrs. Pienciak’s winning
painting in the Union County Senior
Art Show, “Visions of Venice,” is going
on to represent Union County at the
New Jersey State Senior Art Show. She
has received many other awards in-
cluding a 1999 first place in the Union
County Juried Exhibition.

“With art, you can travel mentally
without ever leaving your home,” said
Mrs. Pienciak.

Harry Opanowicz of Clark has been a
Linden Art Association member for three
years. He studied fine art at the Newark
School of Fine and Industrial Art in the

MOUNTMOUNTMOUNTMOUNTMOUNTAINSIDEAINSIDEAINSIDEAINSIDEAINSIDE – Union
County’s free Summer Arts Festival
concert series continues on Wednes-
day, July 27, with a performance by
Mustang Sally, a group of women
who play contemporary Country
music and Southern Rock with atti-
tude and polish. The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders invites
the public to attend this outdoor con-
cert, which begins at 7:30 p.m. in
Echo Lake Park, on the border of
Mountainside and Westfield.

Before the music begins, represen-
tatives from the Office of the Union
County Clerk will be near the band-
stand with information about apply-
ing for passports and identification
cards, recording property transactions
and other services.

All Summer Arts Festival concerts
are held on Wednesday evenings at
7:30 p.m. at the Springfield Avenue
end of Echo Lake Park in
Mountainside. Lawn chairs, blankets
and picnic baskets are encouraged. A
refreshment stand will be available at
approximately 6:30 p.m.

In the event of rain, concerts in the
series move to Cranford High School,
on West End Place off Springfield
Avenue in Cranford. For up-to-date
concert and rain information call the
Department of Parks, Recreation and
Facilities hotline at (908) 352-8410
after 3:00 p.m. on the day of the
concert.

On the evening of the August 17th

Fabulous Greaseband Concert, the
Runnells Foundation will host a “Party
in the Park” dinner as a fundraiser for
Runnells Specialized Hospital of
Union County. The dinner will begin
at 6:30 p.m. in a tent at the top of the
Summer Arts Festival hill. The $35.00
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admission charge includes dinner,
beverages and preferred parking. For
tickets and sponsorship information,
call (908) 771-5858.

For other concert information, or
to find out about recreational activi-
ties, call the Union County Depart-
ment of Parks, Recreation and Facili-
ties at (908) 527-4900, or visit the
Union County website at
www.unioncountynj.org.

SWEET SOUNDS…On July 26, Soul Jazz Trio will return to the Sweet
Sounds Downtown Jazz Festival in downtown Westfield
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By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – Westfield resident
Chris Ryan has recently been named
CEO of Dreyfus, Ashby & Co., a
national importer and marketer of a
carefully chosen collection fine wines
and spirits, located in
New York City.

An importer for
more than 60 years,
Dreyfus, Ashby & Co.,
uses a network of
wholesale customers,
and a team of 24
Dreyfus, Ashby & Co.
sales specialists, to rep-
resent quality-oriented
family wine producers
in all fifty states.

Mr. Ryan joined
Dreyfus, Ashby & Co.
in 1996 as senior vice
president of sales and marketing.  He
had previously being employed as vice
president of marketing by Remy
Amerique, and as sales and marketing
director by Cinzano, among other
companies.

“My goals are to grow our company
and its world-class portfolio of wines,

while maintaining its integrity and
spirit,” said Mr. Ryan.

Mr. Ryan credits his predecessor at
Dreyfus, Ashby & Co., Mr. B. Timo-
thy (Tim) Enos, who ran the com-
pany for 23 years, for playing a role in
his professional career.  “The past nine

years under Tim’s in-
telligent and patient
leadership have been
extremely important
to me,” he said.

“No one has con-
tributed more to the
businessman I am
than Tim,” he added.

Mr. Ryan holds an
undergraduate degree
as well as a MBA from
Manhattan College. 
Born in Brooklyn, he
previously lived in the
Riverdale section of

the Bronx before moving to Westfield
twenty-three years ago.   He and his
wife, Maryalice have two teenage
daughters, Alice and Kristen.

The Ryans belong to the Plainfield
Country Club, and are members of
Saint Helen’s Roman Catholic Church
in Westfield.

B. Timothy Enos and Chris Ryan

MUSICALLY INCLINED…Clarinetists from the Westfield Community Band
perform in a recent concert in the park.
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 WESTFIELDWESTFIELDWESTFIELDWESTFIELDWESTFIELD – The Westfield
Community Swing Band “Nostal-
gia”, under the direction of Sal
Melillo will return to Mindowaskin
Park for their 5th season on Thurs-
day, July 28th at 7:30pm.

The band was named “Nostalgia”
for the 18 musicians, 17 instrumen-
talists and 1 vocalist who take audi-
ence members on a nostalgic journey
through time and music highlight-
ing the big band music of the 1930’s
and 1940’s. Each of these volunteer
musicians has performed with big
bands and ensembles throughout
New York and New Jersey.

Many of the scores performed in
concert are the original arrangements
used to recreate the sounds and styles
of Tommy and Jimmy Dorsey, Count
Basie, Glenn Miller, Benny
Goodman, Harry James and Artie
Shaw.

A highlighted composer for the
evening will be Glenn Miller.  Born
Alton Glenn Miller in 1904, Miller
got his musical start when his father
brought home a mandolin.  Glenn

traded it for an old battered horn
and practiced to the point his par-
ents wondered, “if he’d ever amount
to anything.”

Some of the famous selections from
the Glenn Miller repertoire that will
be performed include, “In the
Mood,” “String of Pearls,” “Star
Dust” and “Tuxedo Junction” which
sold a record breaking 115,000 cop-
ies in their first week of distribution.

Others include Artie Shaw’s
“Beguine The Beguine,” Charlie
Barnet’s “Skyliner,” Harry James and
“I Heard That Song Before,” sung by
Vocalist Grace Henning. There will
be many more popular selections in-
cluded in the program.

Mindowaskin Park is located next
to the Westfield Municipal Building
at 425 East Broad St. in Westfield.
The event is free to the public; audi-
ence members are encouraged to
bring blankets or chairs.     For further
information, please contact the
Westfield Recreation Department at
(908) 789-4080 or the Swing Band
at (908) 647-7707.
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By MICHELLE KUPPERSMITH
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELDWESTFIELDWESTFIELDWESTFIELDWESTFIELD –  Mark Doss, a
member of the WHS Class of 2005,
never thought that the short film he
starred in during the summer of 2004
would ever amount to anything. Yet, it
has inspired a film festival for aspiring
filmmakers.

Mark signed up to be a representa-
tive for the independent band Dis-
patch last summer. He was given a kit
of promotional materials meant to
advertise “The Last Dispatch,” the
band’s final concert together which
occurred July 31, 2004 in Boston.

At the time, Mark was attending a
summer program at Brown Univer-
sity, which he will be attending in the
fall. A friend of his from Brown, Sam
Thonis, was enrolled in a film class
that required him to make a movie as
a final project. Sam decided to make
Mark’s efforts to publicize “The Last
Dispatch” the subject of his film.

The result of their collaboration
was an 8-minute “mockumentary” that
followed Mark as he distributed fliers
and told students about the upcoming
concert. Edited, directed and filmed
by Sam, it was put onto a DVD for his
final project. On a whim, Mark de-
cided to send the film to Dispatch. “I
didn’t think anything would come of
it,” said Mark.

As a representative, Mark was given
tickets to a small Dispatch show two
days before the free concert was to be
held at the Hatch Shell in Boston. On

the day of the concert, the head repre-
sentative, who had seen Mark and
Sam’s film and had been impressed by
it, recognized Mark and introduced
him to Dispatch. They were equally
enthusiastic about the movie, and
Mark was thrilled to meet the mem-
bers of his favorite band. That was the
end of July of last summer, and Mark
thought he had heard the end of his
debut role.

Then, in mid-June of this year, Mark
received a call from an intern working
on a movie about Dispatch’s last con-
cert, aptly named “The Last Dispatch.”
She told Mark that to promote
Dispatch’s movie, there were to be
several contests and prizes intended to
promote the feature-length film. Mark
and Sam’s mockumentary had inspired
them to hold a Mark Doss Film Festi-
val, which is to be a forum for short,
independent films that are about Dis-
patch, modeled after Sam and Mark’s.
The deadline for submissions is July
22, and the films will be judged be-
tween then and July 29, when they
will be screened in conjuction with
the release of “The Last Dispatch.”

The website,
www.dispatchmovie.com, lists Mark
as a “hard core Jersey rep who inspired
us all.” Other contests that are being
sponsored include a highway scaven-
ger hunt and an essay contest about
Dispatch.

For more information about the
festival, visit
www.dispatchmovie.com/doss.pdf.

1960s. Mr. Opanowicz works in oils in a
realistic style. Since his retirement, he
has become more involved with painting
and developing his unique style.

“I saw an advertisement for the Lin-
den Art Association and decided to join
to continue my hobby and to relax while
being creative,” said Mr. Opanowicz.

The paintings are on display in the
historic St. John’s Parsonage at the Pearl
Street Gallery through September 19.
The gallery hours are 8:30 a.m. to 4:30
p.m., Monday through Friday.
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WESTFIELDWESTFIELDWESTFIELDWESTFIELDWESTFIELD – Michael Rosin
of Westfield was cast as Professor
Henry Higgins in the Westfield
Summer Workshop’s production of
My Fair Lady. The musical by Lerner
and Loewe will run Wednesday, July
27, and Thursday, July 28, with a
matinee and evening performances.
The show will be held at Roosevelt
Intermediate School (RIS) in
Westfield with performances at 1:00
and 7:30 p.m.

Rosin, who is entering the 8th
grade at RIS, has been involved in
music since age 6. In addition to
singing and acting, he is also profi-
cient on piano, flute and bass guitar.

Michael will play the role Rex
Harrison made famous on stage
and screen, the British professor of
phonetics who is determined to
turn an impoverished Flower Girl
into a fine lady by improving her
speech.

Although Michael has performed
many times in solo recitals, band
concerts and vocal concerts, he is
looking forward to playing his first
lead role in a musical.
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The Story of Florence Nightin-
gale,” by Gina Gorrell (Tundra
Books, 2005) The early
years  leading up to
Nightingale’s nursing
career are especially in-
teresting. Venture back
even farther into history
with “The Li fe  and
Times of Julius Caesar”
by Jim Whiting, part of
the Biography from An-
cient Civilizations se-
r ies ,  publ i shed by
Mitchell Lane (2005). 
From his  success fu l
military career to his as-
sassination, this book will keep
young readers turning the pages.

Have young readers that like to

read about musicians?  Lerner Pub-
lishers has just released “Bob

Dylan: Voice of a Gen-
eration” by Jeremy Rob-
erts, and Hyperion has
come out with “John’s
Secret Dreams : The Life
of John Lennon” by
Doreen Rappapor t .  
The Lennon book is a
picture book with lav-
ish illustrations remi-
niscent of the psyche-
delic sixties.

Reading about those
who have achieved and
accomplished inspires

us to reach for our own goals, and
provides a great way to enjoy some
of those long summer afternoons.

Life is all about making the right choices.
Theater, a mirror of life, echoes that theme
on a grand scale.

Westfield Young Artists’ Cooperative
Theatre’s artistic director Cynthia Meryl
displays in WYACT’s latest production,
“Guys and Dolls,” that she knows all
about those right choices in casting, di-
recting and executing a spectacular show.

Choice number one is the director’s
selection of this classic musical comedy
based on the Damon Runyon short story.
From the first note of the overture, one
familiar tune after another rises from the
pit of the Victoria Theater at New Jersey
Performing Arts Center (NJPAC) in New-
ark. Music director Ilene Greenbaum
deftly works the professional 24-piece
orchestra in every toe-tapping number.

As the scrim rises, energy in the over-
ture dance number spills into the 500-
seat theater like fog blanketing San
Francisco’s Golden Gate Bridge. The
bustle of a 1940s NYC street is recreated
with veteran choreographer Sherry Alban’s
meticulous attention to detail.

She and director Cynthia have collabo-
rated for eight consecutive seasons and
this production lives up to their renowned
reputation. There are no small roles here:
each individual actor has purpose in move-
ment with interesting and entertaining
bits to execute.

Fade to the familiar, “I Got the Horse
Right Here” number with terrific har-
mony by Nicely-Nicely Johnson,
(Alexander Diaz), Benny Southstreet
(Patsy Palma) and Rusty Charlie (Kevin
Melendez) and they’re off and racing at
breakneck speed to provide the gambling
sub theme with laughs and fun.

When Salvation Army doll Sarah
Brown (Cranford’s Jill McCoy) is first
seen on stage, her discouragement is pal-
pable in demeanor, body language and
interaction with the other Salvation Army
workers. Her Save-a-Soul-Mission is about
to be shut down since it isn’t bringing in
lost souls. And there are plenty of lost
souls floating around NYC.

One of the first is Nathan Detroit,
played by Michael Campbell, who we
love as much as his girlfriend. As his
gambling cronies swagger on stage in
wide-lapelled suits of rainbow hues, an
undercurrent of anticipation prevails. But
these are small time hustlers. No ‘Sopra-
nos’ in this bunch, except for Big Jule
from Chicago (Okieriete Onoadowan)

whose sinister mugging and major
muscles could weaken the knees of any
tough guys.

Miss Adelaide (Jaclyn Ingoglia),
Nathan’s sweetheart of 14 years, is played
perfectly in manner and Brooklyn-ese
that works. Ms. Ingoglia doesn’t reduce
Adelaide to a cartoon caricature with an
overly broad accent. Vocally, Ingoglia is
able to belt her legit voice like a pro.

Another plus for director Meryl and
her creative team is great casting. Sky
Masterson (Matthew Muench) and Miss
Sarah have chemistry. They seem to fit.
When Sky gives his marker to her for one
dozen bona fide sinners, she makes good
on her end of the bargain to go and have
dinner with him in Havana, Cuba.

“I’ll Know” showcases the operetta-
like soprano quality of Ms. McCoy’s
voice. Later, she displays vocal versatility
and abandon with, “If I were a Bell.”

When Nicely-Nicely Johnson
(Alexander Diaz) and Benny Southstreet
(Patsy Palma) ask, “What’s playin’ at the
Roxy?” the audience is in for a treat with
their right-on-the-money harmony and
natural bits of business.

In the Havana scene, the temperature
skyrockets with spectacular dance num-
bers. On opening night, I got to see
Westfield teen Caroline Yost, a swing, as
one of the Hot Box and Havana dancers.

These gals are great.
After that sensual, throb-

bing dance number,  “My
Time of Day” is a quiet respite
with Sky Masterson (Matthew
Muench) at his best with deep,
rich tones punctuated with
meaningful dynamics.

Back at the Hot Box, Miss
Adelaide and the girls (includ-
ing Westfield’s Jennifer
Kujawski) sizzle in, “Take Back
Your Mink,” a fun number
that again spotlights how many
excellent singer/dancer/ac-
tresses the show boasts.

Not to be outdone, the men
in the cast follow with two
show stopping numbers in the
sewer scene: “The Crapshoot-
ers Dance” and “Luck be a
Lady Tonight.”  One exciting
dance move after another as-
tounds the audience.

Another blockbuster num-
ber is, “Sit Down, You’re

Rockin’ the Boat” by Alexander Diaz
whose delivery brings deserved cheers
and extended applause.

Inventive, creative sets by Diana Ba-
nach and fantastic Dick Tracy type cos-
tumes by Debra Reed help pull the show
together.

Intriguing lighting by Brenda Gray
uses plenty of red light for passionate,
brilliant effect but still brings the main
characters’ faces in focus with pin spot
brights.

The hallmark of excellent stage work is
a series of good choices. This is what is
asked of WYACT  in combination with
the NJPAC’s Summer Musical Program
and this is what they deliver. Even the
curtain calls are the most clever I have
seen in years.

The show runs weekends at NJPAC
through July 24 and then on to the
Algonquin Theater in Manasquan for a
limited run in August.

Now it’s your turn to make the right
choice to see these teen stars before they
run off to Broadway.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
“TAKE BACK YOUR MINK FROM WHENCE
IT CAME”…When Miss Adelaide (Jaclyn Ingoglia)
sings, “Take back your Mink” at the Hot Box night-
club, talented singer/dancers back her up in a siz-
zling number. “Guys and Dolls,” WYACT’s pro-
duction runs weekends through July 24 at Victoria
Theater of NJPAC in Newark and then to the
Algonquin Theater in Manasquan in August.


