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SP-F Youth Baseball 8s Win
Roselle Park Tourney Title

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Cranford Cougar 9’s Stagger
Westfield ‘Blue’ Nine, 5-0
By FRED LECOMTE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

There were expectations of a real
battle for the 9-year-old traveling
baseball team crown in the Roselle
Park Invitational Tournament when
Cranford faced Westfield in Roselle
Park on July 16. Superlative pitching
combined with a two-run outburst in
the fourth and fifth inning provided
Cranford with a 5-0 win and the title.

Cranford’s pitcher Feeney limited
Westfield to just three hits – Chris
Sweeney, Dylan Elliot and Chris
Arena – in the six-inning stretch, strik-
ing out 10 batters and permitting just
four walks. Blue Devil starting pitcher
Sweeney sat down three and walked
four Cougars in his three innings on
the mound. Reliever Jacob
Wasserman recorded one strikeout
and two free passes while ceding five
hits. Both teams displayed sparking
defense, but Westfield stole the show
with amazing plays.

“We knew it was going to take a
good team like Cranford in order to
stop us. Our boys played tremendous
baseball throughout the year both in
the league and throughout the tourna-
ment,” said Blue Devil manager Mark
Androconis. “They had lights-out
pitching today. It was a tremendous
performance by their pitcher. He
pitched a complete game and we
haven’t faced pitching like that all
year. I couldn’t be more proud of our
boys. With the exception of this game,
we put up double-digit scores in ev-
ery single game. We’ve had tremen-
dous pitching where all we ask our
pitchers for is to throw strikes and
they did that repeatedly throughout
the tournament.”

In the first, shortstop Peter Zecca
made a great recovery of a hot liner
and zipped it to Androcinis at first then
topped that performance with a star-
tling stop to get a force play at second
in the fourth. Bradley DeMartino made
a fine running catch in leftfield then
added another spectacular play by

whipping the ball to Elliott at third in
time for the out. Tommy Randazzo
made a superb running catch in
centerfield. Connor Hagan, Marc
Luino and Matthew Smoot also par-
ticipated for the Blue Devils.

The Cougars manufactured a run in
the first after two walks and a safe call
at first when the first baseman had his
foot off the bag, allowed the runner to
score from third. In the fourth, Cranford
added two runs on a single, a walk and
a Davis’ two-run double. The Cougars
growled with two more runs in the
fifth on a single and an RBI double by
Feeney who later crossed home plate
on a DeFrancesco double.

After the game, a happy and smil-
ing Androcinis said, “I’m really happy
with the way our team plays. We
really have a big hitting team with
great fielders and getting the trophy
(second place) here today really
makes me feel good.”

Manager Androcinis announced
that every player would get his turn
by taking the trophy home so they
may share their accomplishments with
family and friends, just as in the
Stanley cup.

Sweeney, who became the first re-
cipient of the trophy said, “It’s great
to have received it and to be the first
to hold it. We’re a team that hits and
fields very well and our pitching is
very good. Everyone on the team can
pitch so obviously we’re very tal-
ented and it takes a lot of hard work to
get here.”
Westfield 000 000 0
Cranford 100 22x 5

PETERPAUL POUNDS 3-RUN HR, PADOVANO TRIPLES

Elizabeth PD 2 Men Sting
Westfield 1 Softballers, 12-9

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Elizabeth Police 2 swaggered into
Westfield and shelled Westfield Po-
lice 1 with 18 rounds of hits in a 12-9
triumph in Union County Police Soft-
ball League action at Memorial Field
on July 14. Elizabeth pitcher Stormy
Hilongos allowed six runs on eight
hits in the first, but muzzled Westfield
somewhat the rest of the way.

“Anytime we play Westfield we
rise to the occasion and we did not
disappoint ourselves,” said co-cap-
tain Kevin Ryan. “They jumped out
with a quick 6-0 lead, but we knew
coming in that we could hit with
them. We needed some timely hit-
ting. Our guys came through and we
were back in it in the second inning.
Rich and Bill Shaughnessy led our
defense with some great snags ”

Offensively, Rich carried the high-
est caliber weapon for Elizabeth with
four hits and inflicted five RBI worth
of damage. Rich Stanke went 3-for-4
with three runs and Hector Fuentes
spanked two hits and one RBI. Bill
Shaughnessy and Jamie Colon pro-
duced two hits.

Steve ‘Voom’ Peterpaul ignited
Westfield Blue’s 12-hit assault with a
three-run homer and finished 3-for-3.
Chris Polito pulled the trigger with
two doubles and an RBI. Frank
Padovano whacked a triple and ripped
a run scoring single.

Elizabeth operated with more effi-
ciency defensively, however Polito
played outstanding at short.

“We just didn’t get that consistent

hitting and we didn’t put all the strings
together that we’re used to and we
made several key errors,” said team
captain Padovano.

“They hit the ball and found the
holes while we hit directly at them,”
added Nick Norton. “We’re known as
a streak type of team, so when we’re
cold, we lose but when we’re hot and
that’s in most games, no one beats us.”

Westfield fired at will and exploded
with six runs in the bottom of the first.
Padovano tripled and scored on
Barney Tracey’s single. Joe Martino
ripped a single and Norton muscled a
run-scoring single. Peterpaul pro-
vided Blue with awesome power
clocking a three-run homer. Polito
drilled a double then skidded home
on Jim McCullough’s single.

Elizabeth returned fire with four
runs in the second on four singles,
including an RBI by Rich
Shaughnessy and two RBI by Stanke.

In the third, Westfield targeted a
run; however, when the hitter failed
to reach first in time, Mike Smalls
hollered, “Maybe he blew a tire.”
Peterpaul then cracked a long single,
Smalls got a free pass and Polito
banged an RBI single.

Elizabeth scored three runs in the
third on two base hits, an RBI sac fly
by Rob Shaughnessy and a two-run
single by brother Rich to tie the score,
7-7. Westfield fired off two rounds in
the fourth on an RBI single by
Padovano and a sac fly by Joe Martino.

Elizabeth added three runs in the
fifth on four hits, including a two-run
double by Rich Shaughnessy. A dropped

ball caused Smalls to holler, “That’s
not a piece of plywood in your hand.”

Two Elizabeth runs scuffed the plate
in the sixth highlighted by Fuentes
and Rob Shaughnessy’s singles re-
spectively.
Elizabeth PD 043 032 0 12
Westfield PD 601 200 0 9

catcher Jake Rabinowitz cut down
Marino heading to third with a blis-
tering throw for the putout. Garrett
Zito spanked a single sending Bierne
home.

The Raiders added a run in the third
when Lipshitz doubled to deep center
field and scored on McSherry’s
double. Westfield answered with a
run in the fourth on a double by
Lindros, a single by Bunting and an
RBI by Rittendale. Raider ‘Z’
(Lipshitz) pulled off a diving snag at
second to stop the threat.

Westfield scored a run in the sixth
when Kalimtzis tripled to right and
Lindros lashed an RBI single. Bunting
then lined out to Rodgers for the final
out.

After the game, Westfield manager
Al Rabinowitz said, “I was extremely
proud of the resilience that the kids
showed throughout the tournament.
They never gave up and kept on bat-
tling. We played two extra-inning

games before the finals and the kids
kept their focus. My assistants, Pat
Rittendale, Tony Catanzaro and Harry
Kalimtzis and I, stress that this is a
game that should be played and, win
or lose, you do it with a smile. The
parental support that is evident at all
of our games helps the kids from
worrying about anything besides play-
ing the game. Scotch Plains was very
solid up the middle and that seemed
to be the difference in both of the one-
run games we played with them.”

Jake Rabinowitz added, “It made
me feel good because we beat all the
other teams to get to the finals by
playing as a team. We threw a guy out
at second when he was trying to steal
and I think we played really good.”

Teammate Evan Rossi said, “I bat-
ted last because, if I got on base, the
guys can drive me in. It’s been lots of
fun hitting and playing.”
Westfield 010 101 3
SPF 031 00x 4

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FEELING GOOD AND PROUD…The Westfield 9-year old baseball team
featuring Mike Androconis, Brad DeMartino, Chris Sweeney, Dylan Elliott,
Chris Arena, Matt Smoot, Jacob Wasserman, Marc Luino, Connor Hagan, Peter
Zecca and Tommy Randazzo captured second place in the Roselle Park tourna-
ment on July 16.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NOT THIS TIME…Westfield Blue Devil shortstop Kyle Rittendale positions
himself perfectly for the out on Raider Tyler Kovacs.  Scotch Plains-Fanwood won
the Roselle Park Tournament title with a, 4-3 victory.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TRIGGERING AN RBI…Westfield PD-1 slugger Jim McCullough drills a two-
run single in the first inning against the Elizabeth coppers. Despite an early 6-0
lead, Elizabeth won, 12-9.

SCOTCH PLAINS                $849,000

Inviting four bedroom, 2 1/2 bath Multi Level home featuring an eat-in kitchen, formal dining room,
master bedroom with updated master bath, CAC and hardwood floors.  New windows, including a 5
pane bow window with etched glass, a stunning front door with sidelights, vinyl siding and a two car
garage w/electric door openers.  This home is situated in .43 acres of rolling lawn on a tranquil tree lined
cul-de-sac.  DIR: Martine to King to Tanglewood to Oakwood #1712 (052000416)

WESTFIELD                                                                                                    $649,000
Located in desired Wilson School District, this classic 9 room Colonial, near town center, tennis club,
park, library and NYC transportation, features a first floor bedroom with full bath & three more bedrooms
with full bath on the 2nd floor.  Additional rooms include powder room, entrance foyer, eat-in kitchen,
formal dining room, living room w/stone faced fireplace and den.  A large basement w/laundry area,
workroom, commode & storage.  Fenced yard & patio complete this lovely home.  (052000083)

SCOTCH PLAINS                    $619,000

This Maple Hill Farms 2001 Custom Colonial home boasts the very best of quality craftsmanship combined
with a flair for pace setting design.  From its dramatic 2 story entry, to its most desirable floor plan, including
a study/5th bedroom on level one and family room adjacent to the spacious kitchen w/stunning cheery
cabinetry & granite countertops.  Set on a tranquil tree lined street, yet moments from schools, NY
transportation, parks & shops.  (052000428)

WESTFIELD                                    $635,000
This spacious Split Level home boasts 4 bedrooms, 2 1/2 baths and features a living room with a Pella bow
window, dining room with sliders to deck, which has a hot tub, eat-in kitchen (new in 2003).  Relax and enjoy
the family room and the game room.  The master bedroom has its own master bath.  Hardwood floors,
central air, along with many recent updates, complete this home.  (052000453)

Exclusive!Classic Colonial

Open House: Sun. 7/24  1-5PMMaple Hill Farms


