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Westfield Blue Wins Ripken,
Tops Raiders, 9-6, in Game 2

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

MEYER HITS 2-RUN HR, CARROLL CRACKS 2-RUN HR

Westfield Blue Stops Raiders
In Ripken Tournament, 8-6

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CJ Meyer smacked a two-run home
run in the bottom of the first inning to
spark an early Westfield Blue upris-
ing that led them to an 8-6 victory
over Scotch Plains-Fanwood and to
force a second and final game for the
title in the Cal Ripken District 12
double elimination baseball tourna-
ment at Gumbert Field in Westfield
on July 12.

“I had two balls on me, so I knew he
was going to throw it across. I hit it
hard and it went over the fence,” said
Meyer, who understands how pitch-
ers work since he is a fine catcher.

Westfield Blue had been defeated
by the Raiders earlier in the tourna-
ment, but showed its moxie by jump-
ing on Raider pitching in the first three
innings for eight runs, powered by five
doubles and Meyer’s home run. Not
one Westfield Blue player struck out.

Meyer also rapped an RBI double
in his three at bats to finish with three
RBI. Steve Forgash went 3-for-3 with
a double and two runs scored and
Daniel Kerr drilled two ground-rule
doubles, scored twice and had an
RBI. Ryan Heine bashed an RBI
double and scored a run while Evan
Heroux and Daniel Eliades each
walked and scored a run.

“CJ, Daniel (Kerr) and Steve
(Forgash) have been doing very well
with the bat,” commented Westfield
Blue Head Coach Owen Brand.

The Raiders had no shortage of
moxie either as they scored five of

their runs in the last three innings to
make Westfield Blue a bit nervous.
Alex Graham went 3-for-3, including
an RBI triple, scored twice and had
two RBI. Nick Galasso doubled and
singled and scored twice and Joe
Carroll hammered a two-run homer
over the right field fence in the fifth to
put the Raiders in contention. Ryan
Haggerty had two singles and Mike
Perez singled and scored a run.

Westfield Blue pitchers T. Brand,
Nick Dachowicz and Heroux permit-
ted no walks. The Raider pitchers
yielded four walks – two in the sec-
ond inning and two in the third – but
Sean Reilly who stepped to the mound
in the fourth shut down Westfield
Blue, allowing only a harmless single.

“They like to hit fast pitching so we
mix our pitching,” said Raider Head
Coach Mike Dempsey. “It’s like a
chess match with these two teams.”

While playing first base, Carroll
made two key stops for putouts in the
fourth inning. Shortstop Brian
Dempsey managed to hold base run-
ners on second and third, while throw-
ing runners out heading to first and
Shaun Khan, who shared catching
responsibilities with Mike Spaeth,
made two fine grabs of pop ups.

The Raiders hit several long fly
balls but the Westfield Blue outfield-
ers – Zach Cornwell, Forgash and
Heroux – confidently hauled them in.
Heine made a fine scoop at first base
and also initiated a smooth first-to-
second double play in the first inning.
Kerr let nothing get by him at short.

“I was happy with the way our
defense played. They have played
together for some time and know
what to expect from each other,” said
Coach Brand.

Kerr’s double and Meyer’s tower-
ing homer over the right field fence
put the Blue up 2-0 but the Raiders
scored in the top of the second when
Galasso doubled and scored on
Graham’s single. Blue answered im-
mediately with four runs. Forgash
singled and scored on a series of wild
pitches. Eliades walked and Heine,
Kerr and Meyer had back-to-back
RBI doubles.

Blue was looking at a runaway
when they added two runs in the third
to take an 8-1 lead. Heroux walked
and Forgash doubled. Heroux scored
on a wild pitch and Forgash alertly
scored on a gun down at second base.

In their true tradition, however, the
Raiders came back with two runs in
the fourth on Graham’s RBI triple
and Reilly’s sacrifice fly to center.
Carroll blasted his two-run homer in
the fifth and Graham singled and
scored on an error in the sixth inning.

“These kids (Raiders and Westfield)
have a never give up attitude and the
main thing is that they have fun,” said
Coach Dempsey.

Matt Rivera, Ben Kraus and Aris
Psyhojos also played for Westfield
and Connor Thompson, Nowell
Whitehouse and Dan Lesce were in-
volved in the action for the Raiders.
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Westfield Blue 242 00x 8

fast kid but we need those kind of
plays,” said Raider Head Coach Mike
Dempsey who added, “Joe (Carroll)
was our MVP of this tournament. He
had two home runs. He batted about
.700. He broke loose in this tourna-
ment.”

Run production began in the top of
the second inning. Forgash zipped a
single up the middle, Eliades laid
down a bunt single and Psyhojos hit a
grounder to third that was mishandled,
allowing Forgash to score. Heine fol-
lowed with a two-run double to left to
put Westfield ahead, 3-0.

The Raiders matched the score in
the bottom of the inning. Reilly

singled, Perez powdered an RBI triple
to right-center and Khan looped an
RBI double to right. Nowell
Whitehouse moved Khan to third with
a sacrifice bunt then Khan scored on
an infield error.

In the third, Westfield took a 5-3
lead. Heroux and Forgash both singled
and Eliades added his second bunt
single, causing defensive confusion
that led to two runs scoring and Eliades
advancing to third. After two, non-
out producing fielder’s choices that
loaded the bases, Graham made his
run-saving catch in right.

In the bottom of the third, Carroll
launched his solo homer then the
Westfield pitching broke down and
yielded four straight walks, which
led to Dempsey strolling home from
third to tie the score.

In the fourth, Westfield had the
bases loaded with two outs when
Cornwell slapped his two-run single
to right. With Eliades on third,
Cornwell allowed himself to get
caught in a rundown between first
and second. Before Cornwell could
be tagged out, Eliades scored to give
Westfield an 8-5 lead.

In the sixth, Rivera singled and
scored on Forgash’s double. In the
Raider sixth, Lesce led off with a
walk and Haggerty singled. Thomp-
son grounded into a force out at sec-
ond and Carroll hopped an RBI single
to center. Westfield shortstop Nick
Dachowicz scooped Graham’s
grounder and threw to third for the
second out then T. Brand, on the
mound, grabbed a grounder and threw
to third for the final out.
Westfield 032 301 9
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Scotch Plains Men’s
Softball Standings:

A DIVISION (AS OF JULY 14):
TEAM W L
Dunellen Hotel 14   1
Geeks on Call 10   3
Investor Savings Bank 11   6
Revolution Fitness   8   7
Hand 2 Hand   6   9
Trinity Electric   2 12
ACI   2 15

B DIVISION:
TEAM W L
AFP 15   5
Cepp’s Vets 15   5
Delasal 15   5
Sofa Kings   9   7
T&J’s 10   8
Family Investors   7 13
Misfits   4 16
Mortarulo Masonry   1 17

It took Cepp’s Vets four months to
get to the top, and 24 hours to relin-
quish the coveted one hole in the B
Division. AFP has now landed on the
hot seat after a hard fought 12-11 vic-
tory against Cepp’s “Boys of Sum-
mer”. Family Investors have found
themselves in the familiar sixth slot,
and are chomping at the bit remember-
ing how they knocked the Jade Isle out
a few years ago after being the league
punching bag during the regular sea-
son. There appears to be some uncer-
tainty that the Sofa Kings can rekindle
the fire this year after coasting through
the regular season mired in mediocrity.

In the A Division, Dunellen Hotel
still holds the reins. The Geeks held
onto a 12-11 win against the charging
Investors Savings Bank, as the new
Jade Isle has shown glimmers of an-
other late season disconnect on the
way to the playoffs. Revolution Fit-
ness is another bubble team who has
not found a way to flex with the big
guns yet. Don’t look now, but Trinity
put up another “W” against the reeling
Hand 2 Hand Warriors. Their second
half infusion of youth seems to be just
what the Doctor ordered.

Comments provided by the League
Alpha Dog.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAKING THE RIGHT CONNECTION…Westfield Blue’s C.J. Meyer makes a perfect connection with the ball and blasts
a two-run homer against Scotch Plains-Fanwood in the Cal Ripken Tournament.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DISTRICT 12 CHAMPS…Members of Westfield Blue celebrate after winning
the Cal Ripken District 12 title on July 12.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
VERY CLOSE CALL AT FIRST…Westfield Blue first baseman Ryan Heine has
the ball in his glove as Scotch Plains-Fanwood runner Joe Carroll steps on the bag.
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Visit us at burgdorff.com to see all our homes for sale.
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FANWOOD $569,900 MOUNTAINSIDE          $1,100,000

FANWOOD $389,000 WESTFIELD $499,000

WESTFIELD $379,000

WESTFIELD $749,900

Lovely Colonial on beautiful, sprawling property also offers a Living
Room with fireplace and bay window, Formal Dining Room with
French door to enclosed porch, nice-sized Bedrooms, Eat-In Kitchen
with newer appliances, easily finished basement, delightful location
and wonderful yard with patio.

A home of lasting value!  Tradition-lovers will appreciate this warm
and gracious New England center hall Colonial on spacious, landscaped
property near the Watchung Reservation.  Offers 4 Bedrooms, 2.5
baths, Family Room and Living Room with fireplace, Recreation
Room, office and much more!

Custom Ranch in a convenient location includes 3 Bedrooms, 1.5 baths,
wood floors, Formal Living Room and Dining Room, newer furnace
and close to schools, shopping and transportation.  Great buy!

Delightful Westfield Colonial offers hardwood floors with inlays,
updated Eat-In Kitchen with bay window overlooking private
backyard, Formal Dining Room, 1st floor den, Living Room, full/
finished basement, 3 Bedrooms, 2 full baths and near schools,
transportation, town and shopping.

Convenient to town and transportation, this impeccable two-family
home features high ceilings, gleaming hardwood floors, Central
Air Conditioning, full basement and partially finished attic.  Seven
rooms in one apartment and five in the other.  Could be converted
back to single family.

Great price!  Close to town!  Charming colonial, sitting high above
the street with lovely front porch, perennial gardens, quiet backyard
and Living Room with fireplace.  Great location for commuters.
Very close to town and train.  Well priced with lots of potential.


