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With Government Officials,
Maybe ‘Acting’ Isn’t So Bad

The prevalence of acting governors, acting may-
ors and acting senators may be more common than
we realize. It even extends to the federal government
level. For example:

Once a male model, Leslie Lynch King, Jr. was the
only man to become Vice President and President of
the United States without being elected to either
office. – He was the only president to serve without
being chosen in the national election. We’ll explain
this later.

The last seven Governors of New Jersey either
didn’t finish their terms, or were never elected to the
office in the first place. Can you name them?

Our current governor, Richard Codey, has been
governor twice – without being elected either time.

The State of New Jersey does not include all of the
acting governors on their website – although former
Acting Governor Donald DiFrancesco is included in
the list. The first acting governor (since 1776) in
New Jersey was John Lambert (1802-03) and he is
not included on the state list.

Governor Joseph Bloomfield served (1801-2; 1803-
12) before and after Acting Governor Lambert.
Governor Bloomfield resigned for one year as the
Federalists and Republicans were deadlocked in
political battle. John Lambert served as Acting Gov-
ernor during the interim.

The last seven Governors of New Jersey are:
Christine Todd Whitman who resigned in 2001 to
become head of the EPA; Donald DiFrancesco then
became Acting Governor until 2002; For a few
moments in January of 2002, John Farmer Jr.,  John
Bennett and Richard Codey became acting gover-
nors. James McGreevey was elected governor in
2002 but resigned in 2004; Richard Codey then
again became acting governor and serves until Janu-
ary 2006. He is not seeking the governor’s office in
the 2005 November general election.

In a display likened to a Keystone Cops revolving
door farce; Farmer, Bennet and Codey became cer-
emonial governors for a day or so; Farmer was
governor for 90 minutes.

The last Republican to serve as U.S. Senator for
New Jersey was an Acting Senator. Nicholas Brady
was chosen to be Acting Senator when then Senator
Harrison Williams was sent to jail as a result of
Abscam.

In the FBI Abscam sting corruption investigation,
begun in 1978, agents posed as Arab sheiks or their
representatives and offered bribes to members of
Congress. Williams was indicted in 1980 and con-
victed in 1981 on nine counts of bribery and con-
spiracy for promising to use his office to further a
business venture in which he had a hidden interest.

At the time, Senator Williams was the first Senator
to go to jail in 80 years. Although with a Korean
connection instead, U.S. Senator for New Jersey
Robert Torricelli nearly matched Senator William’s
distinction in 2002, but Torricelli slipped away when
he agreed to withdraw from reelection at the last
minute – This is now known as the infamous “bait
and switch” maneuver that saw Frank Lautenberg
tucked back into office.

Clifford Case was the last Republican in New
Jersey elected to the U.S. Senate. He was the longest
serving Senator in the state’s history, 24 years, 1955
to 1979.

Historically, not much is recorded about the ac-

complishments of New Jersey’s U.S. Senators. Seems
like senators from other states get more into the
action. The Senate website lists: New Jersey Sena-
tors Who Served in Leadership Positions; President
Pro Tempore - Samuel Southard; Democratic Sena-
torial Campaign Committee Chair: Robert Torricelli
and Jon Corzine; Standing Committee Chairs Since
1947: Labor & Human Resources: Harrison Will-
iams, Jr.; Labor & Public Welfare: H. Alexander
Smith; Harrison Williams, Jr.

If Senator Lautenberg remains a placeholder and
Senator Corzine resigns his post to be Governor,
where does this leave New Jersey down in the capitol
beltway?

There is a rumor that Codey would like to be
named Acting Senator based on Corzine resigning if
he becomes elected governor this November. Con-
gressman Menendez (D-Hudson) doesn’t like this
prospect, as he intends to be named. But the state
Dems may be worried that State Senator Tom Kean,
Jr. (R-Westfield) might be able to knock off Menendez
in the election to fill the U.S. Senate seat. Probably,
Sen. Kean would rather face Menendez. But, what if
Doug Forrester (R) defeats Corzine (D) in the elec-
tion for governor this fall?

It could be that Codey becomes the only man in
New Jersey history to be Governor twice and U.S.
Senator without being elected to either office.

Through the first use of the Twenty-Fifth Amend-
ment, Congressman Gerald Ford became Vice Presi-
dent of the United States when Spiro Agnew in 1973
became the second Vice President in history to
resign. Agnew faced a criminal charge of tax evasion
and was later disbarred.

Vice President Gerald Ford then became President
on August 9, 1974 by succession when President
Nixon resigned over Watergate.

Among other things, the Twenty-Fifth Amend-
ment made it clear that the Vice President, upon
succession to the Presidency, is indeed President, not
Acting President.

By now you may have guessed that Leslie Lynch
King, Jr. — the only man to become Vice President
and President of the United States without being
elected to either office – is Gerald Ford.

President Gerald Ford was the son of Leslie Lynch
King and his wife Dorothy Ayer Gardner, who di-
vorced soon after the birth of their only child. Their
son was known as Leslie Lynch King, Jr., until his
mother married Gerald Ford, Sr. in 1916, after which
he went by the name Gerald R. Ford, Jr. — although
his name was not legally changed until December 3,
1935.

So, acting officials have had a big role in our
government history. President Gerald Ford calmed a
nation during a time of crisis from scandal, though he
lost his bid to be elected.

Similarly, Governor Codey has been “acting” to
bring stability to the McGreevey mess. True, many
might not be happy about the tax outcome – and
others might not want him as acting U.S. Senator.

Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky, in a few weeks,
has been “acting” and seems to have things hopping
in town. He said the mess at the northside train
station parking lot was going to be straightened out
right away. The DPW and the Parking Divison were
told what was expected and the job is done.

In government, maybe “acting” isn’t so bad.

I acknowledge the disappointment felt
by Summer Baseball League parents
whose sons have not been able to play on
the Westfield Public Schools varsity base-
ball field for the past two weeks.

Closing the varsity baseball field while
we resolved safety concerns was a diffi-
cult decision, but one I had to make. Foul
balls were flying into the yards of resi-
dents whose homes abut the field and the
risk that a child would be injured had to
take priority over the league’s access to
the field.

We made Roosevelt field available and
no games were cancelled because the
teams had no place to play. Field 5 was
also available in Tamaques Park, as was
our JV field at Edison School.

Why is this a problem now? The field
has been in place for years and foul balls
have landed in the yards in the past. The
difference lies with the residents adjacent
to the field. New families with young
children replaced the former residents
whose children were long gone. Empty
yards in the past have now become play-
grounds for toddlers, just as they have
throughout Westfield. Schools need to
expand and we need to ensure the safety
of our fields.

Many parents have expressed impa-
tience that the problem should have been
solved sooner. Following the school
district’s budget defeat this spring, we
were faced with a deadline imposed by

When Will Our Children Be Allowed
To Play on Westfield’s Public Fields?
We think it is reprehensible that you

and the BOE have allowed the complaint
of one private resident who knowingly
bought a home situated behind a “public”
baseball field to cease the play of this
sport for our children. Who actually are
you all representing? Certainly not the
youth of this town. The board and the
residents of this town who complain on
such matters should be ashamed. One of
the many reasons why people live in
Westfield is because it is a community
where families spend time together at
events such as baseball (among other

sports and school activities).
This is not an isolated incident...since

moving to Westfield seven years ago all
we have heard about the “few” com-
plainers in this town who have continu-
ally fought against making our sporting
fields a better and safer place for our
children.

We would like to know when you will
allow our children to play on these public
fields? We expect immediately.

Dina and Harry Kalimtzis
Westfield

the state to submit a new budget with the
approval of the Town Council. I will
admit that several weeks were comprised
of meetings and analysis to resolve this
issue, followed by steps taken to restruc-
ture personnel and resources as a result of
the budget cuts. My summer, however,
has been dedicated to other issues, in-
cluding the varsity baseball field.

Solving the problem, however, required
some study. Should the backstop be re-
placed with a cage similar to the type used
in Tamaques Park? If a fence is erected,
where should it be located and how high
should it be? Following our visits to other
schools’ baseball fields, discussions with
coaches and a recommendation from our
engineer, I have decided that the best
solution is to erect poles and netting along
the first base side and move the backstop
to within 35 feet of home plate. We are
putting specifications together for bid and
the project will be completed in the fall.
This has been an administrative decision
on my part, not prompted by a vote by the
Board of Education, but by my responsi-
bility to provide safe school facilities.

The problem will be solved and the
varsity field will be back in play for next
spring. In the meantime Roosevelt will be
available as will the JV field at Edison, so
play ball.

William  Foley
Superintendent

Westfield Public Schools

Talk About Overreaction, Shutting
Down the Westfield Baseball Field!

Your decision to shut down the varsity
baseball field is a mind boggling one.
How ironic that the one BOE field that is
playable, no thanks to the BOE of course,
is closed. The only reason the varsity field
is in decent shape is through the efforts of
Ken Wichoski, who has put in countless
hours maintaining the field, and dona-
tions by the WBL and parents of the high
school team.

I know this because my son was a
member of the varsity team this past sea-
son, and I am a former WBL board mem-
ber as well as an alumnus of WHS and the
baseball team.

The real safety concern is not a child
getting hit by a foul ball, which has never
happened at that field by the way, but
exposing the players to abhorrent field
conditions at the junior varsity field and
Roosevelt. Westfield is known for their
poor fields as it is, but those two fields are

above and beyond deplorable.
I know this has been beat to death but

the house was purchased adjacent to a
baseball field! It’s the homeowner’s re-
sponsibility to protect his family if he
deems it necessary, not the BOE’s.

A baseball in the yard every once in a
while is one of the little “travesties” of
living next to a baseball field. Surely you
could have come up with a better solution
than just shutting a field down that has
been around for decades without inci-
dent. I mean really...talk about an overre-
action? Hide the women and children,
there’s a baseball game going on! Thanks
for hearing but not listening.

You can be sure there will be a number
of baseball parents voicing their displea-
sure at the next BOE meeting.

Bob Hearon
Westfield

Hellish Saddam is Gone, Save Our
Strength for the Real War on Terrorism

Warrant Officer Michael Mercurio II’s
letter from Iraq exemplifies our armed
forces’ core values: steadfastness, cour-
age, loyalty and honor. Throughout its
history, America has been blessed with
men and women who offered their lives in
its defense. The writer is a credit to our
nation and we are honored that he and his
fellow soldiers risk so very much for our
freedom.

Unfortunately, his letter also spotlights
the twisted values and reckless inatten-
tion to national security that characterize
the Administration that sent our troops to
Iraq in the first place. More than anything
else, it reveals its acute and repellent
inability to recognize and speak the truth.

Immediately after the September 11
attacks, the terrorists’ state sponsor was
swiftly identified. Few Americans doubt
that our invasion of Afghanistan to re-
move the Taliban from power was just
and appropriate. In sharp contrast to the
precise intelligence data that conclusively
linked the Taliban to bin Laden, there has
neither been credible evidence of Iraqi
involvement in the terrorist attacks, nor
of its possession of weapons of mass
destruction.

Incredibly, despite this dearth of evi-
dence, Cheney-Rumsfeld-Bush under-
took a massive propaganda campaign to
portray Iraq as a WMD-bristling terrorist
state. Rarely did Bush interrupt his
mumbled “smoke ‘em out and hunt ‘em
down” mantra to acknowledge that the
horrifying Iraqi human rights record alone
justified Saddam’s removal. It was only
after the WMD search in Iraq became an
embarrassing debacle that Bush “remem-
bered” that the basic human right to po-
litical freedom is itself worth fighting for.

Like many Americans, I supported the
invasion of Iraq for the simple reason that
our children should not be compelled to
share the earth with monsters. Ending
Saddam’s reign of terror was no less than
a moral imperative. In retrospect, I don’t
regret advocating war with Iraq. Saddam’s
hellish regime is now history and he will

be tried and executed by his own people.
We have endowed ordinary Iraqis with
hope, courage and dreams. Yet, I cannot
help but feel an abiding sense of betrayal
and anger at the Bushites for having com-
mitted our troops to combat without ar-
ticulating a factual basis for war.

Perhaps Cheney-Rumsfeld-Bush are so
delusional that it never occurred to them
to trust the American people with the
truth. They were wrong before the war
and they continue to be wrong today.
Despite their proclamations that the tide
has turned against the insurgents, the fact
remains that incompetent planning has
entrapped us in the shambles of an end-
less war without a coherent exit strategy.
At the same time, as the carnage in Lon-
don confirms, terrorism continues its ram-
page through the civilized world while
the Administration’s attention is diverted
in Iraq.

Long after the “Mission Accom-
plished!” banner faded away, the daily
sacrifice of our sons and daughters in the
cesspool of Iraq is unabated. We send our
troops to patrol hostile terrain in poorly
armored vehicles while maintaining the
pathetic fiction that the Iraqi army is
adequately trained and motivated to fight
by our sides. The IEDs explode with
growing accuracy, power and frequency,
body bags land daily at Dover and Dubya
dutifully announces, with hallucinatory
fervor, that he can see the light at the end
of the tunnel. Have we truly learned noth-
ing from Vietnam?

We all agree that we are at war with
terrorism. However, the principal battles
of that war will be fought in places like
Korea, Iran and Pakistan, rather than in
Iraq. We desperately need to conserve
our strength for those battles and the best
– the only - way to do so is to swiftly
conclude our business in Iraq and then to
ensure that the deluded fools whose lies
brought us there will never be placed in a
position to disgrace our nation again.

Robert Ratner
Westfield

Resident Questions State Budget
For ‘No Child Left Behind’ Testing

The purpose of testing our children
under ‘No Child Left Behind’ is to insure
the schools are doing their job educating
our children. How can we advance a child
to the next grade if they can’t do the work
of the grade they are in?

Gov. Cody is complaining that there
isn’t enough money to pay for the testing
and blames the federal government. How-
ever, in the new budget, Gov. Cody cut $7
million from the budget earmarked to
new testing.

This would make a good multiple

choice test question. If Richard cut seven
million dollars from the state budget for
testing, and then complained that there
isn’t enough money for new testing, who
is responsible for the shortfall?

a - The federal government
b - The Republican party
c -President Bush, who required the

tests in the first place.
d - All of the above

Thomas Lienhard
Westfield

Westfield Public Schools

By Dr. William Foley, Superintendent

In Response to Baseball
Field Closing Concerns

Letters to the Editor

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Ussuk – The bearded seal
2. Cynanche – An inflammation of the

throat or windpipe causing difficulty in
breathing and swallowing

3. Libidinous – Lustful, lewd
4. Sheld – Variegated or spotted

YANG
1. To cry like a wild goose
2. Leftovers; odds and ends
3. To annoy, torment or delay
4. Mischievous; devilish

FATIFEROUS
1. Rotund, obese
2. Enlivening; exhilarating
3. Deadly; destructive
4. Shiny; glossy; beaming with light

FANTOCCINI
1. A street vender; a seller of fruits and

vegetables
2. Puppets or marionettes
3. A clown in motley attire
4. A person who lives by his wits,

without doing any work
SQUANTUM

1. A picnic
2. A tobacco or money pouch
3. The trimmings of skins and hides,

used for making glue
4. Rough or coarse cornmeal

For Information & Help
online, see

goleader.com/search
goleader.com/presskit

goleader.com/classifieds

Letters to
the Editor

Reenactment Coverage
 Is Important To N.J.
I would like to commend your fine

recent coverage of the re-enactment and
225th anniversary of the Battle of Spring-
field.

New Jersey history is often unknown
or overlooked.

This event, and your coverage of it,
help to raise the awareness of just how
important our little state was in the estab-
lishment of the Republic.

Barbara Burton, Trustee
Westfield Historical Society

Pleased, Onishi Receives
Faltermayer Award

My family and I would like to con-
gratulate Annie Onishi on receiving the
third annual Edmund K. Faltermayer Jour-
nalism Scholarship. Ms. Onishi, who
earned a reputation as a versatile and
collegial staff member of the WHS Hi’s
Eye, will be attending Middlebury Col-
lege, where she plans to write for the
campus newspaper.

My father, former Westfield resident
Edmund K. Faltermayer, practiced jour-
nalism for nearly 50 years, primarily as a
reporter for The Wall Street Journal and
as a writer and editor for Fortune maga-
zine. A fund in his name was established
shortly after his death in January 2003,
from complications of Lou Gehrig’s dis-
ease, with the aim of awarding a deserv-
ing Westfield High School senior who
plans to pursue journalism at the college
level a scholarship each year. Thanks to
overwhelming community support, that
goal was first realized in June 2003.

For more information about the fund,
please contact the Westfield Foundation
at (908) 233-9787.

Charlotte Faltermayer Dolling
Scotch Plains

Buckets of Balls?
I’d be Surprised

I know that you are someone who is
always willing to accept ideas and alter-
natives, and as such, I am sure that a
positive resolution will occur.

However, I go back to the fact that this
situation has been occurring for some
time now. Why all of a sudden is it that the
“neighbors” have just discovered that they
lived behind a ball field?

I’d be willing to contribute to a screen.
That being said, please visit the site in
question if you have not already. I’d be
very surprised that “buckets” of balls
could have come from that field. The
logistics just don’t fit the complaint.

Chris Nelson
Westfield

Similar to McKinley,
Let Us Use Our Field!
You should all be ashamed of your-

selves for kicking these kids off the base-
ball field. I thought you were here to
represent the kids and look out for their
best interests! I am sick and tired of these
decisions being made because of one
person’s complaints. How many kids and
families are being denied their summer
sports? Unbelievable! A similar situation
occurred at McKinley Elementary School
because the neighbor was annoyed by the
sounds of kids playing basketball! The
solution? Punish the kids! Take down the
hoops.

These nuts are the ones who should
leave – not the kids. Our tax dollars are
paying to maintain these fields/schools/
etc. These people should not move in the
proximity of schools if they don’t want to
be around children and all that comes
with them.

Erin Mone
Westfield

Editor’s Note: All letters regarding
Westfield Baseball were sent to Superin-
tendent of Schools Dr. William Foley
and/or the Westfield Board of Education.
Copies were sent to The Westfield Leader.


