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www.JonBramnick.com

Certified Trial Attorney

PERSONAL INJURY LAW

In Just A Few 
Summer Nights 
Your School-Age 
Child (entering K-
5th) Can Learn 

about Jesus at our 5-day FREE Vacation 
Bible School, with lessons/crafts/snack/
singing/recreation and lots of good fun! 
 

Mon-Fri, July 25-29, 6:30-8:30pm 
 

ALSO this Summer... 
Youth in Action program 

August 15-19, daytime 
for kids entering 6th-10th grade 

 

First Baptist Church,170 Elm St, Westfield 
Phone 908-233-2278 for more information 
e-mail:  firstbaptist.westfield@verizon.net 

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer
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· Divorce · Domestic Violence

· Custody · Child Support
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rjk722@aol.com richardjkaplow.com
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

College
Admissions
Consulting

Get the competitive
advantage from a top 

college “insider”

Amy Satin
• Harvard Law Graduate

• Director, Colgate University 
Board of Directors

• Colgate Alumni Admissions
Representative

908.317.2826
Amy@AdmissionsConsult.com

MVC Issuing Temp Visa
Restriction Licenses

TRENTON – The New Jersey
Motor Vehicle Commission (MVC)
is now issuing Temporary Visa Re-
striction (TVR) digital driver licenses
at all 45 Motor Vehicle Agencies,
including the Westfield station at 410
South Avenue East.

TVR driver licenses, which expire
the same time as the visa, were previ-
ously issued only at MVC’s four Re-
gional Service Centers, according to
Gordon Deal, a MVC spokesman.

Like those issued to U.S. citizens,
driver licenses issued in the past to
non-U.S. citizens were valid for four
years, regardless of when the
motorist’s visa expired. TVR driver
licenses are issued only to motorists
who prove legal presence in this coun-
try through six-point identification
verification.

Rollout of the TVR process began
in July 2004. It was completed in late
May 2005. Non-U.S. citizens began
receiving driver licenses at MVC’s
Regional Service Centers in Novem-
ber 2001 as a security response to the
September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks.

“Through this rollout, in less than a
year, we’ve increased security and
convenience at our agencies and re-
gional service centers,” MVC Chief
Administrator Sharon Harrington said.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Eligible
homeowners are urged to file their
applications for the state’s FAIR prop-
erty tax rebate program by Monday,
August 15.

Everyone who thinks they are eli-
gible for a rebate should take advan-
tage of this program. FAIR rebate
checks can help families pay college
tuition, offset bills, put food on the
table, and pay off consumer debts.

The FAIR rebate program is a di-
rect property tax relief initiative de-
signed to ease the property tax bur-
den shouldered by senior citizens,
disabled residents, and working
middle-income New Jersey families.
Eligible residents will begin to re-
ceive their applications as early as
mid-July.

The recently enacted 2006-fiscal-
year budget provides $1.1 billion in
direct property tax relief through the
FAIR rebates. The state Division of
Taxation is mailing 1.95 million ap-
plication packets to eligible
homeowners over the next two weeks.

New Jersey residents who owned a
home that was their principal resi-
dence on Saturday, October 1 and
paid property taxes on that home may
be eligible for a FAIR rebate, pro-
vided their 2004 gross income was
$200,000 or less.

Senior citizen and disabled
homeowners will qualify for checks
up to $1,200, the same amount as last
year. Senior citizen and disabled ten-
ants also will qualify for the same
size checks as last year, a maximum
$825.

Meanwhile, non-senior, non-dis-
abled homeowners with incomes up
to $125,000 will receive rebates up to
$350. Those earning between

22nd District News

Assemblywoman Linda Stender, Fanwood

Homeowners Are Urged To
File For Rebates By Aug. 15

$125,000 and $200,000 will qualify
for checks up to $300.

Eligible non-senior, non-disabled
homeowners tenants will receive re-
bates of $75 this year.

Overall, the new budget provides
nearly $14 billion in property tax
relief for taxpayers, municipalities,
counties, and school districts. Senior
and disabled homeowners received
their FAIR applications in mid-April
and will receive checks in early Au-
gust, provided they filed their appli-
cations by June 1, Assemblywoman
Stender said.

Checks for senior and disabled
homeowners who file between June
1 and August 15 will be issued as
quickly as possible. Tenants who
filed for FAIR rebates through their
income tax forms will receive their
checks in early August. Checks for
all non-seniors, non-disabled
homeowners will arrive in the fall.

The FAIR homeowner rebate au-
tomated telephone filing system and
the Internet filing application are
available 24 hours a day, seven days
a week. To register, filers are urged
to utilize the program’s automated
telephone filing system by calling 1-
877-658-2972 or online at:
www.state.nj.us/treasury/taxation.

For more information, residents
may call Assemblywoman Stender’s
office at (908) 668-1900 or the FAIR
rebate hotline at 1-888-238-1233 from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday
through Friday. FAIR rebate infor-
mation also is available on the Divi-
sion of Taxation’s Web site at
www.state.nj.us/treasury/taxation/
relief.htm. TTY service is provided
for the hearing impaired at (800) 286-
6613 or (609) 984-7300.

Rajoppi Named NJ Director
For Intern’l Trade Group

LINDEN – The 22nd District will
receive $650,000 in extraordinary aid
from the Fiscal Year 2005 budget in
order to relieve the strain of high
property taxes in the area.

Property taxes have become an
enormous burden on residents in New
Jersey, especially for our senior citi-
zens and those on a fixed income.

Our municipalities need some fi-
nancial help so that they can ease the
hardship placed on the residents
through rising taxes.

Extraordinary Aid grants are ad-
ministered through the New Jersey
Department of Community Affairs to
alleviate projected municipal prop-
erty tax increases. Middlesex Bor-
ough will receive $250,000, and North
Plainfield Borough will receive
$400,000, under the Extraordinary
Aid grant program for Fiscal Year
2006.

To receive aid, eligible municipali-
ties must demonstrate that despite
their best efforts to keep down the
cost of property taxes and provide
savings to residents, the municipality
still faces high property tax increases
caused by circumstances beyond their
realm of control. Extraordinary Aid
grants must be applied directly to
reduce the cost of property taxes
within the municipality.

******
On Other Matters

Governor Richard Codey recently
signed into law a bill sponsored by
Senator Nicholas Scutari that will
make polling places more accessible
to seniors and individuals with dis-
abilities.

Throughout the history of our coun-
try, we have seen the right to vote
expanded through great struggle to
include women, minorities, and per-
sons without property. Now our chal-
lenge is to ensure not only the right to
vote, but the ability to do so as well.
Today we rise to meet that challenge.

The legislation brings New Jersey
into compliance with the federal
Americans with Disabilities Act. The
enacted law, S-1387, mandates that
any polling place selected by a county
board of elections be in compliance
with the barrier free sub-code of the
state building code.

It also permits the county boards of
election to contact the managers of
private buildings deemed suitable
when an election district lacks acces-
sible public polling places. In addi-
tion, the law also creates the Voting

by Senator Nicholas Scutari, Linden
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22nd District Towns
To Get Property Tax Aid

Accessibility Advisory Committee
that will survey all polling locations
to ensure their accessibility.

Many seniors and physically dis-
abled people were forced to vote by
absentee ballot simply because their
polling place couldn’t accommodate
them. That’s unacceptable. The abil-
ity to cast your ballot in person is of
great importance to the democratic
process, and the law should reflect
that.”

S-1387 is being signed by the Gov-
ernor as part of a sweeping series of
election reforms. Also signed were
bills moving New Jersey’s presiden-
tial primary from June to February,
requiring voting machines to produce
paper receipts beginning in 2008, and
allowing the use of absentee ballots
for any reason.

I am proud that my colleagues in
the Legislature have spoken with one,
clear voice on this issue. Open elec-
tions are the bedrock of our democ-
racy, and now more New Jerseyans
than ever can come out and take part.

COUNTY — Public Officials from
throughout New Jersey elected Union
County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi their
New Jersey Delegation Director to
the International Association of
Clerks, Recorders, Election Officials
and Treasurers (IACREOT) at the
organization’s annual conference ear-
lier this month.

As state Delegation Director, Ms.
Rajoppi sits on the IACREOT Board
of Directors. Over her four-year term,
Ms. Rajoppi will be responsible for
keeping the state membership in-
formed about the organization’s
events, programs and services, among
other duties.

IACREOT was founded in 1971 by
a group of government officials who
wanted a professional organization
that would provide a forum for the
free exchange of information, result-
ing in improved standards for serving
the public. Members are governmen-
tal officials whose responsibilities fall
into one of four areas – finance, land
records, courts and elections. Today,
IACREOT has more than 1,600 mem-
bers, representing local, state, pro-
vincial, national, and international
associations and agencies.

A Union Township resident, Ms.
Rajoppi was elected Union County
Clerk in 1995 and re-elected in 2000.
She is a past president of the Women’s

Political Caucus of New Jersey, the
Constitutional Officers Association
of New Jersey and the New Jersey
Association of Counties.

Ms. Rajoppi has served in elected
and appointed offices for the past 30
years. She served as the first female
mayor of Springfield; the first female
Union County Freeholder Chairman;
the first female Union County Regis-
ter of Deeds & Mortgages and was
the first woman to hold the position
of County Clerk.

By CASSIE LO and MICHELLE
KUPPERSMITH

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Darielle Walsh, a
former member of the Board of Edu-
cation (BOE) and a current interim
member of the town council, recently
sat down with The Westfield Leader
and The Times to discuss her transi-
tion onto the council, as well as her
upcoming campaign to keep the third
ward seat she currently occupies.

Mrs. Walsh was elected to the BOE
in 1992 and served nine years includ-
ing one year as vice president and
three as president. She served four
years as the chief volunteer officer
and chairman of the Westfield Area Y
Board of Directors, and she is still an
active member of the board.

On July 5th Mrs. Walsh was elected
by a unanimous vote of present coun-
cil members to the 3rd ward seat
vacated by Mayor Andrew Skibitsky.
She will serve as an interim member,
replacing Mr. Skibitsky on several
committees, including one on traffic
safety. She said she would like to
work to help educate residents on
traffic safety issues in town.

She has yet to really sit as a coun-
cilwoman, but prior to her first offi-
cial meeting on July 5th, she had been
following council meetings and at-
tending committee sessions in order
to be prepared for her new responsi-
bilities.

Mrs. Walsh said that she “will work
closely with both Andy (Skibitsky)
and Mark (Ciarrocca)” on both Third
Ward problems as well as on issues
that are affecting the town as a whole.
She stressed the fact that although
council members are only elected by
their wards, it is their job to represent
the best interests of all of Westfield’s
residents, especially since most of
the council’s decisions on policy and
ordinances are town-wide.

“I think it is important to be famil-
iar with issues town wide not just in
my ward. Traffic, taxes and the con-
dition of the roads are the major con-
cerns of our town,” said Mrs. Walsh.

Mrs. Walsh plans to focus on traffic
as part of fall campaign for a full four-
year council term. After walking

Don Williams for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUNCILWOMAN...Town Councilwoman Darielle Walsh,  left, visits The
Leader/Times offices for an interview about her transition to the council and her
upcoming campaign with Michelle Kuppersmith, right, and Cassie Lo (not
pictured).

around the third ward and asking resi-
dents about their concerns, she cited
“the speed and volume of traffic on a
number of thoroughfares” as a major
concern of residents she has spoken
to as is “a longstanding concern about
the over development of new homes”
in the Third Ward.

Traffic congestion and the speed of
traffic on Central Avenue are both
long-standing problems that constitu-
ents have expressed dissatisfaction
about. The speed of cars on Central
Avenue is especially a problem dur-
ing school hours, when many young
students have to cross Central to get
to Jefferson Elementary School, she
said.

Mrs. Walsh stated that she hopes
that plans by the county to install a
left-handed signal at Central and
South Avenue and the subsequent
plans to synchronize traffic signals
throughout the Central Avenue corri-
dor will help to alleviate traffic con-
gestion.

Another area that Mrs. Walsh has
been made aware of is the over devel-
opment of some parts of town that
don’t fit in with the character of the
existing neighborhood. She said that
“some guidelines on development”
are needed.

She said working with the BOE, as
a volunteer, with the YMCA and the
YMCA National Board, of which she
is a member, will help her as a coun-
cilwoman.

Leadership experience can trans-
late well from one endeavor to an-
other, said Mrs. Walsh, noting she has
had experience with budgets, finan-
cial statements and is already quite
familiar with critical community and
school matters.

Mrs. Walsh has lived with her fam-
ily in the third ward for 26 years. She
has been married for 35 years and has
two sons and two grandchildren.

“Westfield is a great community.
Everyone that serves in volunteer
positions tries to maintain and en-
hance the quality of the town. We
value good education and a good
quality of life in our community, and
I want to see that continue,” said
Mrs. Walsh.

Traffic Safety Among Top
Issues for Darielle Walsh

DEMs Blue 7th To Hold
Barbecue Fundraiser
AREA – Blue 7th a non-profit po-

litical organization dedicated to elect-
ing a Democratic member of Con-
gress from New Jersey’s 7th Con-
gressional District, will hold a
barbeque picnic fundraiser on Satur-
day, August 6, at the Watchung Res-
ervation in Mountainside. The event
will run from 4 p.m. until dusk.

The gathering will be held at the
Oak Grove picnic area at the loop
above Surprise Lake. Admission is
$15 for adults and free for anyone
under the age of 18 free.

Tickets can be purchased at
www.blue7th.com. Contact
picnic@blue7th.com or by calling
(908) 561-6387 for more information.


