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7th Congressional District News

Representative Mike Ferguson

WASHINGTON - Recently en-
acted tax relief has been a driving
force behind the nation’s growing
job creation and falling unemploy-
ment rate.

The Department of Labor reported
146,000 new jobs were created in
June and the nation’s unemployment
rate fell to 5 percent, the lowest since
September 2001.

New Jersey’s unemployment rate
was even lower - at 3.9 percent in
May - than the unemployment rate
nationally. The number of New Jer-
sey residents working rose to
4,051,100, according to the New Jer-
sey Department of Labor and
Workforce Development.

A series of tax relief laws enacted
since 2001 have stimulated economic
growth and job creation, even in the
wake of the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist
attacks.

I have voted to reduce the tax rates
for every American who pays in-
come taxes, double the child tax credit
to $1,000, ease the burden of the
marriage penalty, increase the ex-
emption from the Alternative Mini-
mum Tax, phase out the death tax and
reduce tax rates on capital gains and
dividends.

In New Jersey’s 7th District - which
includes portions of Hunterdon,
Middlesex, Somerset and Union
counties - tax relief is critically im-
portant. With one of the highest
household median incomes in the
nation - $85,720, according to the
Census Bureau - New Jersey resi-
dents send more of their earnings to
the Internal Revenue Service than
residents of most states.

But the federal tax bill is not the
only tax New Jersey residents face.
Combining federal taxes with the
nation’s highest property taxes, New
Jersey residents are hit with one of
the highest combined tax burdens in
America.

That is why tax relief is so impor-
tant for New Jersey workers and fami-

NJ Unemployment Rate Falls;
More Than 4 Million Working

lies.
Tax relief disproportionately ben-

efits New Jersey residents, and tax
increases disproportionately harm
New Jersey residents. Because of the
stimulating effect of the tax relief we
in Congress have enacted and the
hard work of the American people,
we’ve seen 25 consecutive months of
job creation and economic growth.
Although the current economic envi-
ronment is strong, more needs to be
done to ensure every American who
wants a job can find one. That’s why
we need to make permanent the im-
portant tax relief provisions Con-
gress has enacted in recent years.

Key provisions of those tax cuts
are scheduled to expire in the coming
years unless reauthorized by Con-
gress. That means many of the tax
relief provisions enacted in 2001,
2003 and 2004 would be repealed -
representing a massive tax increase
on workers and families.

For example, the $1,000 child tax
credit would fall to $500; the maxi-
mum contribution to IRAs would fall
from $5,000 to $2,000; the top rate of
the death tax would increase from
zero to 55 percent; each of the indi-
vidual income tax rates return to their
pre-2001 levels; and capital gains
taxes would increase from 15 per-
cent to 20 percent.

I believe the best way to stimulate
the economy and create jobs is to
reduce taxes and keep taxes low. I’m
a strong advocate of making these
tax cuts permanent so New Jersey
families can keep more of what they
earn to save, spend or invest.

The current 5 percent national un-
employment rate is down from its
peak of 6.3 percent in June 2003.
Overall, 3.7 million jobs have been
created since May 2003, and the June
report marks the 25th consecutive
month of job creation.

Additional job creation and em-
ployment data is available at the U.S.
Department of Labor.

OFFICERS HONORED…Union County Sheriff Officers Gianni Cacioppo,
Anthony Gialanella, George Gyure and Brendan Sullivan were honored by the
county recently for their bravery while in the line of duty. The officers came under
fire in Union while serving a warrant on March 29 resulting in Officer Gialanella
being seriously wounded. Pictured, left to right, are: Undersheriff Gerald Green,
Officer Cacioppo, Sheriff Ralph Froehlich, Officer Gialanella, Freeholder Dan
Sullivan, Officer Gyure, Undersheriff Vincent DeTrolio and Officer Sullivan.

Nassau HKT Associates’
Princeton Project Delayed

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – A downtown rede-
velopment project in Princeton Bor-
ough – being handled by the same
developer that had been proposed for
a parking garage-redevelopment ef-
fort in Westfield – is presently run-
ning two years behind schedule, al-
though the borough administrator re-
mains optimistic the endeavor will be
fiscally beneficial once it is com-
pleted.

The $15 million project includes
an already-completed garage hold-
ing 500 parking spaces, plus two ad-
ditional buildings that together will
comprise 77 residential units and
12,300 square feet of retail space,
according to Princeton Borough Ad-
ministrator Robert Bruschi. Borough
officials had hoped to see the project
completed this year to help offset tax
increases, but construction delays
have extended that deadline to 2007.

Approved by the Borough Council
in 2002, the project was originally
slated to begin in the fall of that year
with construction of the parking ga-
rage adjacent to a new library. How-
ever, the property earmarked for the
garage had been a Public Service
Electric and Gas remediation site,
which the utility had to clean up be-
fore work could begin on the garage,
Mr. Bruschi said.

This requirement, coupled with
winter weather that followed, delayed
the start of work on the garage by six
months, Mr. Bruschi noted. The ga-
rage, initially scheduled for comple-
tion by December of 2003, was not
finished until June of 2004.

Of the remaining two structures,
one building is now “95 percent” com-
pleted. Its 22 residential units are fully
occupied and retail is being developed
on the first floor, Mr. Bruschi told The
Scotch Plains-FanwoodTimes on Mon-
day. He said construction on the sec-
ond building, also planned for resi-
dential and retail use, is expected to
begin by the end of this year and take
12 months to complete.

The developer in the Princeton
project, Nassau HKT Associates,
headed by Bob Powell, had also been
tapped to construct a $10 million park-
ing garage-redevelopment project at
Prospect and Elm Streets in Westfield.
The controversial proposal ultimately
was defeated in a non-binding refer-
endum last November by voters con-

cerned that the project would have
long-ranging negative effects on the
community.

Princeton Borough officials origi-
nally had expected the project in their
community to turn a $1.6 million
profit for 2004 and 2005 that could be
directed toward tax relief. Instead,
the delay has resulted in a near
$300,000 deficit for that two-year
span.

While acknowledging that the bor-
ough has lost revenue as a result of
the delays, borough officials still feel
the project has been and will continue
to be fiscally advantageous to the
municipality. Mr. Bruschi told The
Times  officials expected the project,
once fully completed, would gener-
ate “several hundred thousand” dol-
lars annually for the borough.

As reported in a July 12 story in
The Princeton Packet, the garage is
“averaging $14,502 per week in rev-
enue, greater than the budgeted fig-
ure of $13,500,” although Mr. Bruschi,
in a report to the Borough Council,
confirmed it has not reached profits
previously generated by a surface lot
at the site.

The council recently approved, as
resolutions to its agreement with
Nassau HKT Associates, the addition
of Jack Morrison as a partner, as well
as a payment guarantee of $2 million,
which Nassau HKT will reclaim if
the project is successfully realized.

Mr. Morrison is the owner of sev-
eral properties and is the leaseholder
for a restaurant to be located in the
mixed residential-retail building al-
ready constructed, and has “a good
track record” in the community, Mr.
Bruschi told The Times. The $2 mil-
lion will serve as a performance
guarantee to ensure the remaining
work on the project will be com-
pleted.

In a July 1 Princeton Packet article,
Mr. Bruschi said that while the money
would serve as a performance bond,
it would enable Princeton Borough to
complete any unfinished work on its
own, if necessary, without having to
involve a bonding company, as it
would with a performance bond.

Bringing Our “Neighborhood” to Yours
Innovative Alzheimer’s Care at Sunrise Senior Living

Sunrise Senior Living provides specially designed
Alzheimer’s care based on each resident’s rich
history and individual needs. The result is
a personalized environment as loving as it is
innovative. We call it the Reminiscence
Neighborhood.

It’s a unique approach within our community
created to stimulate the memories and senses
of seniors with memory impairment. Supportive
and nurturing staff, interactive Reminiscence
kits and multi-sensory experiences keep our

residents involved in the familiar routines that
marked their lives: gardening, sewing, office
work, setting the dinner table, and even folding
laundry. It’s all designed to focus on each
resident’s strengths and abilities as well as to
help them return to the comfort of a time that
brought them much joy.

And because each senior is gently guided along
in a place that looks and feels like home, every
day can be a pleasant day.

Mountainside Brighton Gardens of Mountainside 908-654-4460 1350 Route 22 West AL, ALZ
Westfield Sunrise of Westfield 908-317-3030 240 Springfield Avenue AL, ALZ

AL=Assisted Living   ALZ=Alzheimer’s Care

www.sunriseseniorliving.com

Call or visit
the community

nearest you
for information
on educational

seminars and events

Union Workers Protest
PGA Outside Baltusrol
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SPRINGFIELD – Members of the
Carpenters Local No. 620  protested
this week that the PGA is using non-
union, out-of-state workers in prepa-
ration for the PGA Championship at
Baltusrol Golf Club in Springfield.
The championship is scheduled for
the week of August 8 to 14.

Andy Pacifico, a union representa-
tive for the 35 to 40 tradesmen pick-
eting outside of the main entrance to
the golf club, said he was hoping to
put some local unemployed carpen-
ters and apprentices to work.

Protesters wore placards statingthat
workers used at the PGA Champion-
ship are being paid less than area
starting wages and benefits. Mem-
bers of Local 620 had hoped to work
on projects such as setting up scaf-
folding, grandstands, tents and plat-
forms.

“I would like to put some of our
local guys to work,” said Mr.
Pacifico, noting that a number of
workers live within a half mile of
the golf course.

“Apparently (the request to use lo-
cal labor) fell on deaf ears. That’s
why we are here,” Mr. Pacifico said.

Andy Bush, a spokesman for the
PGA, said all work in preparation for
the golf championship has been bid
out locally in New Jersey, as well as
nationally, per PGA policy and as
required under law for not-for-profit
organizations, of which the PGA is
listed.

“We have all the workers on site
that we need,” said Mr. Bush, not-
ing the national event is just 20
days away. “We are still in discus-
sions with them to see what they
want.”

Mr. Bush said several companies
have been hired for work at the
golf course. He said New Jersey
companies, including union work-
ers, are being used for work rang-
ing from the bleachers, shuttle bus-
sing for visitors and parking atten-
dants.

He said the union protesting out-
side of Baltusrol “did not even bid”
on contracts that involved work the
laborers were seeking.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains- Fanwood Times
PICKETING PGA...Members of Carpenters Local  No.  620 picketed Tuesday
morning outside the Baltusrol Golf Club in Springfield concerning the use of out-
of-state, non-union workers at the 2005 PGA Championship to be held next month
at Baltusrol.

Westfield Man Charged
With Damaging Gazebo

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD -- An 18-year-old
Westfield man has been charged with
criminal mischief for allegedly caus-
ing damage to the gazebo in
Mindowaskin Park during an inci-
dent that was captured by a surveil-
lance camera at the park.

Francis Heo and a 16-year-old girl
from Clark are alleged to have kicked
holes in columns at the local land-
mark on the evening of June 10, ac-
cording to Sergeant Scott Rodger of
the Westfield Police Department.

Three other individuals – includ-
ing a 16-year-old female from
Cranford, a 16-year-old male and a
17-year-old male, both from Westfield
– were also present. The estimated
damage to the gazebo is $430, Ser-
geant Rodger said.

He revealed that Heo was charged
July 13 and issued a summons, add-
ing he did not believe the girl who
allegedly took part in damaging the
gazebo had yet been charged.

Sergeant Rodger confirmed that an
investigation by Westfield Police Detec-
tive Gregory Hobson that included com-
puter-enhanced images from the video-
tape led police to the five suspects.

The surveillance camera at the park
is monitored by the Westfield Police
Department. After last month’s inci-
dent, images culled from the video-
tape were published in The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times in hopes that some-
one would recognize the individuals
involved.

Officer Charged In Tkt. Fix
Has Public Hearing Today

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – A public hearing
on the suspension of Westfield Police
Detective Sandra Chambers, charged
with fixing a parking ticket, has been
scheduled for today, Thursday, July
21 at noon.

As of Tuesday afternoon, the po-
lice department, according to Joyce
Larocca, administrative assistant to
Town Administrator Jim Gildea and
the mayor and town council, had re-
served both the Municipal Court/
Council Chambers and the Commu-
nity Room to hold the hearing.

She said computers and other equip-
ment would be brought into the hear-
ing and thus, as of Monday, it was not
known which room would be utilized
for the hearing.

Ms. Larocca said it was likely the
hearing will be held in the commu-
nity room.

Mr. Gildea was on vacation this week
and was unavailable for comment.

Detective Chambers was suspended
for allegedly fixing a $20 parking
ticket earlier this year. The officer has
been suspended with pay until the
matter is resolved.

Town Attorney Robert Cockren said
a police officer has the right to have a
private or public hearing. He said
most officers tend to have such hear-

ings conducted in private, given the
fact it involves potential disciplinary
action by the police department
against the officer.

Mr. Cockren, who said he is “not
directly involved” in the Detective
Chambers matter, indicated that the
hearing officer will be a non-municipal
employee who is “totally independent”
of the town or police department.

Detective Chambers’ attorney,
Hassan Abdellah, has said Detective
Chambers’ son received the ticket.

The name of the hearing officer
was not released by those sources
contacted by The Times. However,
Mr. Abdellah said Police Chief Ber-
nard Tracy could not conduct the hear-
ing.

However, either Chief Tracy or a
police officer could present the police
department’s case against Detective
Chambers, Mr. Cockren said.

Mr. Abdellah said a decision on the
case pending against Detective Cham-
bers could be rendered after the hear-
ing has concluded.
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covered and the Department of Pub-
lic Safety requested that Getty install
off-site test wells to determine the
source and extent of the contamina-
tion.

Bruce Helmstetter, borough con-
struction official and Gary Szelc,
chairman of the Environmental Com-
mission told The Times that they were
not aware of any leaks or contamina-
tion, nor were they aware that testing
was being performed to determine a
suspected leak.

Ray Manfra, consultant to the De-
partment of Public Works who was
the director of the DPW prior to July
1, said he was aware that test wells
were installed on Third Street but that
Getty did not share with him the rea-
son for the test wells, which he con-
sidered to be a private matter, as Getty
was a privately owned company.

According to one borough official
who wished to remain anonymous,
information from the Agency of Envi-
ronmental Affairs in Union County
indicated that Getty “failed a hydro-
static test of their spill buckets,” which
could explain the suspected contami-
nation. However, there are numerous
gasoline tanks and gas stations, as well
as underground tanks from prior fuel
storage facilities in the neighborhood

of South Avenue and Third Street.
Mr. Lewis said he requested a map

indicating the location of these facili-
ties but could not obtain one. Mr.
Lewis could not confirm whether any
of the other gas stations or car repair
shops in the vicinity tested their fuel
tanks.

“The purpose of the test wells is to
determine the source of ground-wa-
ter impact of any suspected release,”
Mr. Lewis said. Getty will fulfill our
obligations to appropriately handle
any problems found,” he added.

Rumors of suspected gasoline
fumes in the basements of Third Street
residences could not be confirmed.
Several homeowners on Third Street
told The Times that they were not
aware of any leaks and did not have
basement gas fumes. One homeowner
said that several months ago, Getty
sent the homeowners on Third Street
a letter asking if any of them had
underground water wells.

Leonard Lipman, an inspector for
the DEP, said that he was not at lib-
erty to discuss this case as his agency’s
policy was to refer all questions to
their communication’s department.
A call was placed to their
communication’s spokesperson, who
did not return the call by press time.

Officials Search For Source
Of Scotch Plains Gas Leak
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