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OFFICERS HONORED…Union County Sheriff Officers Gianni Cacioppo,
Anthony Gialanella, George Gyure and Brendan Sullivan were honored by the
county recently for their bravery while in the line of duty. The officers came under
fire in Union while serving a warrant on March 29 resulting in Officer Gialanella
being seriously wounded. Pictured, left to right, are: Undersheriff Gerald Green,
Officer Cacioppo, Sheriff Ralph Froehlich, Officer Gialanella, Freeholder Dan
Sullivan, Officer Gyure, Undersheriff Vincent DeTrolio and Officer Sullivan.

Nassau HKT Associates’
Princeton Project Delayed

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – A downtown rede-
velopment project in Princeton Bor-
ough – being handled by the same
developer that had been proposed for
a parking garage-redevelopment ef-
fort in Westfield – is presently run-
ning two years behind schedule, al-
though the borough administrator re-
mains optimistic the endeavor will be
fiscally beneficial once it is com-
pleted.

The $15 million project includes
an already-completed garage hold-
ing 500 parking spaces, plus two
additional buildings that together
will comprise 77 residential units
and 12,300 square feet of retail
space, according to Princeton Bor-
ough Administrator Robert Bruschi.
Borough officials had hoped to see
the project completed this year to
help offset tax increases, but con-
struction delays have extended that
deadline to 2007.

Approved by the Borough Council
in 2002, the project was originally
slated to begin in the fall of that year
with construction of the parking ga-
rage adjacent to a new library. How-
ever, the property earmarked for the
garage had been a Public Service
Electric and Gas remediation site,
which the utility had to clean up be-
fore work could begin on the garage,
Mr. Bruschi said.

This requirement, coupled with
winter weather that followed, delayed
start of work on the garage by six
months, Mr. Bruschi noted. The ga-
rage, initially scheduled for comple-
tion by December of 2003, was not
finished until June of 2004.

Of the remaining two structures,
one building is now “95 percent”
completed. Its 22 residential units are
fully occupied and retail is being de-
veloped on the first floor, Mr. Bruschi
told The Westfield Leader on Mon-
day. He said construction on the sec-
ond building, also planned for resi-
dential and retail use, is expected to
begin by the end of this year and take
12 months to complete.

The developer in the Princeton
project, Nassau HKT Associates,
headed by Bob Powell, also had been
tapped to construct a $10 million
parking garage-redevelopment

project at Prospect and Elm Streets in
Westfield. The controversial proposal
ultimately was defeated in a non-
binding referendum last November
by voters concerned that the project
would have long-ranging negative
effects on the community.

Princeton Borough officials origi-
nally had expected the project in their
community to turn a $1.6 million
profit for 2004 and 2005 that could be
directed toward tax relief. Instead,
the delay has resulted in a near
$300,000 deficit for that two-year
span.

While acknowledging that the bor-
ough has lost revenue as a result of
the delays, borough officials still feel
the project has been and will continue
to be fiscally advantageous to the
municipality. Mr. Bruschi told The
Leader officials expect the project,
once fully completed, to generate
“several hundred thousand dollars”
annually that will provide tax relief.

As reported in a July 12 story in
The Princeton Packet, the parking
garage is “averaging $14,502 per
week in hourly revenue, greater than
the budgeted figure of $13,500,” al-
though Mr. Bruschi, in a report to the
Borough Council, confirmed it has
not reached profits previously gener-
ated by a surface lot at the site.

The council recently approved as
resolutions to its agreement with
Nassau HKT Associates the addition
of Jack Morrison as a partner, as well
as a payment guarantee of $2 million,
which Nassau HKT will reclaim if
the project is successfully realized.

Mr. Morrison is the owner of sev-
eral properties and is the leaseholder
for a restaurant to be located in the
mixed residential-retail building al-
ready constructed, and has “a good
track record” in the community, Mr.
Bruschi told The Leader. The $2 mil-
lion will serve as a performance guar-
antee to ensure the remaining work
on the project will be completed.

In a July 1 Princeton Packet ar-
ticle, Mr. Bruschi said that while the
money would serve as a performance
bond, it would enable Princeton
Borough to complete any unfinished
work on its own, if necessary, with-
out having to involve a bonding com-
pany, as it would with a performance
bond.

Bringing Our “Neighborhood” to Yours
Innovative Alzheimer’s Care at Sunrise Senior Living

Sunrise Senior Living provides specially designed
Alzheimer’s care based on each resident’s rich
history and individual needs. The result is
a personalized environment as loving as it is
innovative. We call it the Reminiscence
Neighborhood.

It’s a unique approach within our community
created to stimulate the memories and senses
of seniors with memory impairment. Supportive
and nurturing staff, interactive Reminiscence
kits and multi-sensory experiences keep our

residents involved in the familiar routines that
marked their lives: gardening, sewing, office
work, setting the dinner table, and even folding
laundry. It’s all designed to focus on each
resident’s strengths and abilities as well as to
help them return to the comfort of a time that
brought them much joy.

And because each senior is gently guided along
in a place that looks and feels like home, every
day can be a pleasant day.

Mountainside Brighton Gardens of Mountainside 908-654-4460 1350 Route 22 West AL, ALZ
Westfield Sunrise of Westfield 908-317-3030 240 Springfield Avenue AL, ALZ

AL=Assisted Living   ALZ=Alzheimer’s Care

www.sunriseseniorliving.com

Call or visit
the community

nearest you
for information
on educational

seminars and events

Like most organizations there is a small
group of people that want certain things
their way while most people pay no
attention,” said Mr. Saunders.

In regards to the original render-
ings shown to Mr. Saunders, he said,
“The DWC has an agenda but we
have no idea what it is. In this case,
we want a professional building and
they want us to reconstruct our build-
ing into a 1940s candy store.”

DWC Executive Assistant and Pro-
motions Coordinator Courtney Nemec
reported that the Sidewalk Sale Days
were a success. She also stated that the
Harry Potter Scavenger Hunt had ap-
proximately 250 participants.

“It’s a great thing to do and it helps the
Towne Book Store and those stores that
participated because it gets 250 custom-
ers into their stores,” Ms. Nemic said.

The Annual 5K and Pizza Extrava-
ganza will be held next Wednesday,
July 27, rain or shine. The DWC has
already received 700 applications and
is expecting even more this week. For
information on the event the DWC
can be reached at (908) 789-9444.

Tuesday night Jazz Nights have also
been a huge success and the DWC is
looking for alternative locations to
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Downtown Police
Patrols to Start

place the band, officials said. The bands
will be moved back to the north side
train station instead of the downtown.

“People were in the street and we
were unable to keep them out of the
street,” Mrs. Cronin said. “I’m reluc-
tant to close the street because we
need the circulation, but safety is a
great concern. We are drawing a lot of
people downtown and we have to
keep them safe.”

At the public participation section of
the meeting resident Sharon Stockwell,
a We CARE (Westfielders Concerned
About Responsible Redevelopment)
representative addressed the board on
the downtown parking issue.

She stated that We CARE has devel-
oped a plan and asked the DWC as well
as the mayor and council to be involved
in seeing the plan through to fruition.

“We ask you for your support for
making this improvement in this park-
ing plan,” Mrs. Stockwell said. We
CARE representatives were outspo-
ken against the parking deck, which
was voted down by residents in a
referendum last November.

Synthetic Turf Field On
Schedule for Stadium

WESTIELD — The synthetic turf
field is being installed this week at
Kehler Stadium. Work crews from
Flanagan’s Contracting Group and
Field Turf plan to have the field ready
for use by the end of August if weather
cooperates. The American Track and
Turf Company is replacing the run-
ning track at the stadium.

According to Robert Berman, Busi-
ness Administrator for the Westfield
Public Schools, it is right on schedule.

Removal of the grass field began in
June, along with the excavation of the
running track. The next phase in-
cluded preparation of the base for the
field with crushed stone and a drain-

age system.
Beginning the week of July 18, the

actual synthetic turf carpeting was
being laid in five-yard sections. The
sections were stretched and sewn to-
gether. Horizontal and vertical lines
for soccer and football were sewn
into the field.

After the entire field is laid out, other
lines and the Westfield High School
logo will be stitched on the field.

The final step includes trimming
the field to specifications and pour-
ing the infill that provides cushioning
and further drainage. Mr. Berman said
he expects this process to take an-
other two weeks.

While field installation is taking
place, preparation has begun for re-
paving the running track that borders
the field. It is expected that paving the
track will begin the week of July 25.
Once this step is completed, the track
will require two weeks for the paving
to cure; then the track material can be
installed.

It is anticipated that the entire facil-
ity will be ready by the end of August,
weather permitting.

The installation of the synthetic turf
field and the replacement of the run-
ning track at Kehler Stadium are funded
through a $1.38 million public bond
referendum that was approved in De-
cember 2004. The original track was
installed almost 20 years ago.

Union Workers Protest
PGA Outside Baltusrol
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SPRINGFIELD – Laborers from
Union and surrounding counties pro-
tested this week that the PGA is using
non-union, out-of-state workers in
preparation for the PGA Champion-
ship at Baltusrol Golf Club in Spring-
field. The championship is scheduled
for the week of August 8 to 14.

Andy Pacifico, a union representa-
tive for the 35 to 40 tradesmen pick-
eting outside of the main entrance to
the golf club, said he was hoping to
put some local unemployed carpen-
ters and apprentices to work.

Protesters wore placards stating
workers used at the PGA Champion-
ship are being paid less than area
starting wages and benefits. Mem-
bers of Carpenters Local No. 620 and

other similar organizations in other
counties had hoped to work on
projects such as setting up scaffold-
ing, grandstands, tents and platforms.

“I would like to put some of our
local guys to work,” said Mr. Pacifico,
noting that a number of workers live
within a half mile of the golf course.

“Apparently (the request to use lo-
cal labor) fell on deaf ears. That’s
why we are here,” Mr. Pacifico said.

Andy Bush, a spokesman for the
PGA, said all work in preparation for
the golf championship has been bid
out locally in New Jersey, as well as
nationally, per PGA policy and as
required under law for not-for-profit
organizations, of which the PGA is
listed.

“We have all the workers on site
that we need,” said Mr. Bush, noting
the national event is just 20 days
away. “We are still in discussions
with them to see what they want.”

Mr. Bush said several companies
have been hired for work at the golf
course. He said New Jersey compa-
nies, including union workers, are
being used for work ranging from the
bleachers, shuttle bussing for visitors
and parking attendants.

He said those workers protesting
outside of Baltusrol “did not even
bid” on contracts that involved work
the laborers were seeking.

Erratum
In last week’s issue, The Westfield

Leader incorrectly listed the date of
the London subway bombing as July 6
instead of July 7. Our interview with
Sean Baran was conducted on July 8,
not July 7.

We apologize for any confusion
this may have caused.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
PICKETING PGA...Members of Carpenters Local No. 620 picketed Tuesday
morning outside the Baltusrol Golf Club in Springfield over the use of out-of-state,
non-union workers at the 2005 PGA Championship to be held next month at
Baltusrol..

Courtesy of Lorre Korecky
BIG STRETCH...Kehler Field in Westfield is ‘Turfed’ Tuesday. The project is
scheduled for completion at the end of August.

Fanwood mailed their tax bills yester-
day, July 20, and the delinquent due
date has been extended to August 15.

Scotch Plains received their state aid
package on July 18 and will have bills
mailed out by the end of this week.

The delay in state aid notification
has produced some trouble for local
towns, but all have been able to com-
pensate.

“Normally we count on tax money
coming in,” said Fanwood Tax Col-
lector Colleen Huehn. “We hope to
get a good response soon, particu-
larly from banks that pay as soon as
they’ve been billed.”

Ms. Huehn also said that this late
notification is earlier than the past few
years, so they are used to juggling
funds and receiving late payments.
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used as a drainage ditch. The NJDOT
agreed that $2500 was a fair price to
pay the borough for the easement area.

The second ordinance will amend
the salary ranges for borough em-
ployees that were last updated in 2003.
Over 75 full and part-time employees
are included in the ordinance. The
ordinance also states that the salary
paid for each office or position for the
2005 calendar year shall be made
retroactive to January 1, 2005.

In other business, it was announced
that Kevin Donnelly was appointed by
the Recreation Commission and Rec-
reation Director, Sue Winans, to the
position of Assistant Recreation Direc-
tor. He will receive an annual salary of
$40,000 effective August 15, 2005.

Borough Clerk Judy Osty noted
that Mountainside was applying to
the county’s Community Develop-
ment Block Grant Program, the
borough’s 31st year of participation.

The next council meeting is sched-
uled for Tuesday, August 9 at 8 p.m.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Mountainside

The Westfield Leader
goleader.com

Reading is Good for You

Subscribe Today
goleader.com/subscribe

Garwood BOE Hears
Lincoln  Progress

By DON WILLIAMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The renovation of
Lincoln School is continuing after
several unforeseen setbacks occurred
recently. At its Tuesday meeting, the
Garwood Board of Education (GBOE)
approved three construction change
orders, as well as a contract with Scott
Ayers and Jim Philbin of Construction
Services for the final phase of con-
struction, through January 2006.

Construction has progressed on
the Lincoln School addition, with
the final stages of steel framing and
concrete slab pouring underway.
However, a miscommunication be-
tween the steel contractor and the
HVAC contractor led to a misplace-
ment of HVAC equipment frames
on the roof. Two ironworkers had to
work an extra day to resolve the
problem.

“The HVAC contractor did not at-
tend a project meeting two meetings
ago,” said Mr. Philbin. “This miscom-
munication led to extra labor costs.”

Mr. Philbin said the HVAC con-
tractor would be charged for the ex-
pense, not the board. He also said the
problem should not cause any future
delays in the project.

Miscommunication also led to a
discrepancy between signage of
rooms in the school and labeling on
the fire alarm panel. According to Mr.
Ayers and Mr. Philbin, the architect’s
plan for room numbering was not
provided to the general contractor,
and the fire alarm panel was made
with old information.

“What would come up on the fire
alarm panel would not match the sign
on the room,” said Mr. Ayers.

To remedy the problem, the board
passed a change order for $3,733 to
make new signs that will match the
fire alarm.

Mr. Philbin announced that an elec-

tromagnetic field (EMF) problem
noticed in the existing computer lab
has been remedied. In an earlier phase
of construction, new electrical panels
had been set into a wall that adjoins
the lab, creating an EMF that dis-
torted computer monitors and wor-
ried teachers. New sheathing has been
installed in the wall and engineers
will take measurements to be sure
EMF levels are safe.

A subterranean vault containing a
sump pump will be installed on site to
provide additional drainage beyond
the pump in the existing structure’s
basement. The board passed two
change orders regarding the sump
pump, totaling $29,694, for the project.
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