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High Hopes For Property Tax Forum
Not Realized from State Leaders
When I first heard about the Property
Tax Forum that Scotch Plains’s Mayor
Martin Marks fostered I had high hopes.
This was based on being able to put the
reasons on the table for the rapid rise of
our property taxes and have the public
address the panel directly. I can’t understand how we can fix the problem with
out identifying the causes.
An example would be should your car
stop running, would you expect the mechanic to fix it without knowing the cause?
However, as I feared this open and frank
discussion did not happen, in fact the tax
paying public was relegated to only spectators.
Regardless, Mayor Marks should once
again be commended for his bold actions
to call for this forum and his suggestion to
sit down with Asw. Linda Stender and
Asm. Jon Bramnick and develop a bipartisan legislature to address the property
tax situation. However, I have my doubts
that this will ever take place. This is
especially important since Governor Cody
has decided to be a non-actor in the property tax problem’s resolution.
The timing for this could not be better,
since the assembly is up for re-election
this coming fall. This means they need
something from us, which is our vote. The
best way to do this is to do a “job well
done” by giving us property tax reform,
which includes spending controls. Without this action, we will have no other

Editor’s Note
We received more than a dozen
letters from members of the
Westfield Baseball League critical
of the Westfield BOE’s decision to
deny the league use of the WHS
varsity field. We thank everyone but
regret that all letters could not be
printed.

Erratum
The photograph published on June
30 entitled BARTENDER IN
FANWOOD of John Paff incorrectly
listed his website. The correct
website is www.njbartender.org

choice but to look at the other candidates
in November.
Obviously the legislature in total don’t
care since they decided it was more important to go on vacation then to worry
about the affordability of our keeping our
homes and pushing for any property tax
reform.
When it comes to the meeting, my take
of the discussion was a group of people
that are responsible for spending our
money who are unable or unwilling to
address the problem, don’t want to discuss the facts and were to busy pointing
fingers and coming up with excuses to
address the issues. If it was in my power
and they reported to me I would have to
take action to assure that the problem is
solved. This would consist of removal
from the equation of those that are part of
the problem, rather than part of solution.
There was no discussion as to the salaries that our public employees receive,
the public funded medical coverage, political patronage positions, Abbott districts, bonus of tax payer money to politically connected individuals, number of
employees and most of all complacent
voters.
One only has to take a look at the
parking lot and see the All Wheel Drive
Volvo Wagons and the BMW to mention
a few of the vehicles driven by members
of the panel and one can easily see that
they do not have the same concerns about
keeping their houses as many of the common taxpayers have!
The president of the school board most
likely spoke for many when she thanked
the panel for not placing the blame on the
school board. This is amazing since they
alone are responsible for 64 percent of the
local property taxes in Scotch Plains.
Considering that our elected officials
and those that control our money only
have excuses I came away from the forum
with a profound realization that we are in
deep trouble and can’t count on our elected
officials to fix the problem. It is obvious
that the ship will sink, if we the common
people don’t act and do so soon.
Albert Muller
Scotch Plains
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WHS Varsity Baseball Field
Closed to Summer Leagues

Letters to the Editor
Voice Your Opinion to BOE, Let Our
Kids Play Summer Baseball
It has come to my attention that Dr.
Foley and the Westfield Board of Education recently denied use of the Westfield
Varsity Baseball field to our summer baseball teams as a result of the complaints of
a single resident who purchased a home
adjacent to the baseball field.
I have four children that play various
sports such as soccer, lacrosse, baseball
and football, as well as join in other
activities that the school system, PAL,
PBA, YMCA and other organizations
offer in this great town of ours, whether
they are sports or after school programs.
I have been lucky enough to have grown

BOE Doesn’t Value
Kids in Sports
It has come to my attention that Dr.
Foley and the Westfield Board of Education has recently denied the Westfield
Baseball Association the use of the varsity baseball field for their summer games.
I was told the reason is because one resident living adjacent to the field had complained.
How does one family have such power
over the BOE? It’s not a safety or health
issue. What is the basis for your decision?
Does allowing children to play baseball
violate any law? The only injustice here is
your decision to deny our children access
to the field.
I have volunteered my time as a coach
in multiple sports for the last five years in
Westfield. It has been my experience that
the BOE fields are the worst maintained
in town. I raise this issue because it shows
that the BOE obviously doesn’t place a
value on what a child can learn on the
playground or in sports.
It’s bad enough that you don’t devote
the proper resources to maintain the fields,
but now you find it necessary to deny our
kids the opportunity to play on the fields.
You decision is extremely disappointing.
Tom Fazio
Westfield
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By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — The board of
education’s recent decision to close
the Westfield High School varsity
baseball field, located behind Edison
Intermediate School, is not sitting
well with summer baseball leagues
that utilize the field.
Board Secretary Robert Berman
told The Westfield Leader and The
Times this week that the varsity field
has been closed to organized baseball
leagues for the past two weeks following complaints from area residents.
According to district spokeswoman
Lorre Korrecky, Westbrook Avenue
residents Xiaoming Chen, Janice
Gwaldis and Doriann Prasek complained at the board’s April 12 meeting of foul balls on their properties.
Business Secretary Robert Berman
said this week, “The Westfield High
School varsity baseball field was utilized all spring and has been restricted
from use for the past two weeks, with
the JV field and the Roosevelt School
field as alternate sites.
“We worked out a schedule with
the (Westfield) Recreation Department and we have been in contact
with Westfield Baseball League representatives and an engineer to explore what steps, if any, can make
our varsity facility safer for nearby
residents.”
Frank Fusaro, President of the
Westfield Baseball League who has
resided in Westfield and played baseball in Westfield for many years said,
“We are extremely dissatisfied with
their decision and we have asked them
to reverse their decision. Unfortunately, they are standing by it and
refusing the baseball teams the use of
the fields.

up in this town and have been able to have
a successful business here for the past 24
plus years and though I believe our taxes
are very high and possibly out of control,
I have always been impressed with this
town’s ability to keep “The Small Town”
appearance. That, I believe is one of the
reasons we all stay, return or move here
for the first time.
We have one of the best school systems
and excellent sports programs that a town
can offer as well as a dedicated group of
individuals, whether paid or volunteers
(too many to name) that make all of these
and other very important programs work.
But, if this is all it takes (complaints of
a single resident) to shut down part, or all
of our systems that we put into place and
have worked so hard to achieve, then we
had all better start looking for a new
address.
Let’s not forget that at one time we
were all children and may have not had all
of these great programs when we were
younger to take advantage of. After all, I
believe that it is our children of our community and the communities around us
that are the most important factor here!
These programs are here to keep our
children safe, productive and active and
to become an asset and not a burden to us
all. We know when they move on to
another community, or stay in ours as
they get older, that they will be representing the town they came from and continuing programs they so much enjoyed as
children.
I very seldom voice my opinion and
usually will go with the flow, but we all
need to voice our opinions when it is as
important as this and when it affects our
children of our community.
Please let your voices be heard and
help our programs continue. And, if you
decide to find a new address, be sure it’s
not next to an airport, stadium, dog pound,
super market or a varsity baseball field.
Nicholas Archambault
Westfield

WESTFIELD: 908-232-8700

“They seem to think that it is a
severe safety issue, and while we are
not trying to minimize that safety
issue, we feel that it is important that
the varsity field remain open and allow our ball players to play there. We
once again ask the property owner
why they purchased a home immediately adjacent to a varsity baseball
field.”
According to Mr. Fusaro, over
1,500 families have kids who play
baseball on the varsity field.
Mrs. Liz Younger, the mother of a
12-year-old baseball player said she
feels school officials need to find
another solution to the problem of
foul balls landing on neighboring
properties.
“It is not acceptable that one family
can dictate the use of a field that has
been in use for many years and affects
a great number of players and families,” she said.

WeCare Updates Web
Address, Information
WESTFIELD – The public advocacy group, WeCare (Westfielders
Concerned About Responsible Development) announced a new website
address, wecarewestfield.com.
WeCare invites the public to visit
the website for updated information
regarding the group’s mission statement, residents concerns list, the
town’s current parking improvement
proposal, WeCare’s parking proposal
and WeCare’s Top 10 campaign issues list.
WeCare thanks residents for their
continued support and hopes that
the new website provides updated
information on issues that are important to citizens and the Town of
Westfield.

SUMMIT: 908-277-6565

TOWN
&
COUNTRY
Fine Wines & Spirits Marketplace • Your Resource for Exceptional Living
Summer Specials
Paringa Shiraz 2003
$7.99
“Saturated ruby/purple color, excellent
texture, and weighty, ...” 88RP
Condes de Albarei
Albarino
2003
$10.99
“Balanced and clean with mouthwatering
acidity and a long finish.”
Evans & Tate Gnagarra
Sauvignon Blanc 2004
$7.99
“Bright and juicy, with lemon curd and
mineral flavors.” 87 WS
Maison L’Aiglon St.Chinian
$6.99
“complex aroma of spice, pepper, tart
cherry and mint” 87 TC
Ravenswood Vintners
Blend Zinfandel
$8.99
“Simply luscious, and a great bargain.”
Altana di Vico 1.5
Pinot Grigio 2003
$7.99
“One of our best sellers! Great with shellfish
and chicken.”

Valdicava
Rosso di Montalcino 2002 $23.99
“Big, concentrated style with intense
blackberry, grilled meat and tobacco .”
Brancott
Sauvignon Blanc
2004 $9.99
“...ripe stone fruit flavors. Fuller and
richer on the palate, with a hint of oiliness
to its texture”
Dry Creek
Chenin Blanc
2004 $7.99
“Flavors of green apple, candied citrus,
lemon, lime and grapefruit ...”
J Pinot Noir
2002 $22.99
“Exotic aromas of black cherry, blackberry with hints of cola,...”
La Crema Sonoma
Coast Pinot Noir
2003 $13.99
“Exotic aromas of black cherry,
blackberry with hints of cola,...”

25%
OFF
WINE
Buy any mix and match case of wine
and receive 25% off!
(No further discount on sale items, mix and match sale and regularly priced items for
quantity discount. Valid on 750ml size only. Cannot be combined with any other offer or
promotion.
Valid 7-1-2005 - 7-31-2005, must present this coupon at purchase.)

G.H. Mumm
Cordon Rouge NV $ 26.99
“A most distinctive Champagne with an extra
dimension that makes it stand out from the pack. It
offers pungent earthy, toasty aromas that melt on
the palate into opulent, creamy flavors that linger
with richness on the finish.”

90 pts. Wine Spectator

SUMMIT - 4 1 7 Springfield Ave.
Summit NJ 07901 • 908-277-6565

Hours: Mon. - Sat. 9 a.m. - 9 p.m. Sunday - 12 noon - 5 p.m

Gallo Of Sonoma Merlot
$8.99
“A full-bodied and complex wine...
aromas and rich flavors of blackberry ...”
Kendall Jackson
Grand Reserve Chardonnay $14.99
“...has a green, minerally edge to the
apple pie flavors.” 89 WE
Chalone Chardonnay 2003 $23.99
“..exhibits notes of earth, stone fruits,
and pineapples,...”
Robert Mondavi
Napa Cabernet Sauvignon $16.99
“possesses excellent red and black currant
aromas intermixed with licorice,”
Louis Martini
Sonoma Cabernet
2002 $10.99
“Big berry, cassis, a little plum and cherry
and a hint of pleasant green olive
bitterness.”

Les Charmes Macon Lugny
$6.99
“The “Les Charmes” vineyard is specially
prized for the age of its vines, some as
old as 100 years...”
Cline Red Truck
$6.99
“Medium-bodied and complex, flavors
of chocolate, berries, cherries and licorice
abound.”
Icardi Cortese
$9.99
“Dry and refreshing with pear, citrus,
and floral scents and flavors.”
Sokol Blosser Evolution #9 $12.49
“The 9 grapes tie together perfectly,
creating a smooth, layered white wine
that can hold its own!”
(Cannot be combined with any other
offer or promotion. Prices valid
7-1-2005 - 7-31-2005)

20% OFF Pre-Made
Baskets
Buy any pre-made basket and receive 20% off!
(Valid on pre-made baskets only. Cannot be combined with any other offer or promotion.
Valid 7-1-2005 - 7-31-2005, must present this coupon at purchase.)

Mionetto
Prosecco Brut NV $ 8.99

“This wine has an intense fruity bouquet with a hint
of golden apple. Fresh and light in body, well-balanced
and easy to drink.”

Roederer Estate
Brut Premier NV $17.99
“Focused and complex lemon, grapefruit,
herb, green apple and pear flavors.”

WESTFIELD - 333 SouthAve. East
Westfield NJ 07090 • 908-232-8700

Hours: Mon. - Thurs. 9 a.m. - 9 p.m. Fri. - Sat. 9 a.m - 10 p.m.
Sunday - 12 noon - 7 p.m

Free LOCAL Delivery - Free Municipal Parking

Call ahead for Curbside Pick-up!
All items and promotions are not available at all our locations, please contact individual stores for specific availability. We are not responsible for typographical errors. Prices do not include sales tax. All wines are 750ml unless otherwise noted. We
reserve the right to limit quantities while supplies last. T&C accepts MC, AE, VS, DV.

