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By CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Opening tonight and running
through July 31, Jackie, An Ameri-
can Life, offers a comic book-look
at our obsession with Jacqueline
Kennedy Onassis.  It’s at the Theater
Project of Union County College in
Cranford. Showtimes are: Thursdays,
Fridays, and Saturdays, 8 p.m., and
Sundays at 3 p.m. General admission
is $20, and $12 on Thursdays.

Seniors get in for $12 on Sunday
July 10, only.  Student rate is $10.
The show on the 14th is already sold
out. Audiences are invited to meet
the actors after each performance. It
is recommended that you reserve
seats by calling (908) 659-5189.

* * * * * * *
Also playing tonight, July 7, is

Shakespeare’s Coriolanus at the
Cranford Community Center, 220
Walnut Avenue, at 7:30 p.m. The one-
hour adaptation by the Shakespeare
Theatre of New Jersey’s Next Stage
Ensemble is the story of a military
hero’s downfall, trapped between his
own pride and the polarization of his
country.  Pick up free tickets at the
Library Reference Desk – limit is two
per person.  For information call the
library at (908) 709-7272 and ask for
John Malar.

* * * * * * *
Load the entire family into the car

for a free viewing of the movie Shrek
on Tuesday, July 12, at 9 p.m. in
Warinanco Park.  It’s part of the Union
County Parks Family Flix series, and
it’s free.  Of course, it’s rated PG, and
the running time is 89 minutes.  Bring
lawn chairs, blankets, and snacks.
The park is located on St. Georges
Avenue in Roselle.

* * * * * * *
Another Union County Park event

is the Summer Arts Festival at Echo
Lake Park.  On Wednesday, July 13,
the Reggae dance band Verdict will
make an appearance with their ener-
getic beat, sure to get you on your
feet.  It will begin at 7:30 p.m. at the
Springfield Avenue end of the park in
Mountainside. Lawn chairs, blankets
and picnic baskets are encouraged. A
refreshment stand will be available at
approximately 6:30 p.m.

In case of rain, the show will move
to Cranford High School.  If you’re in
doubt, call (908) 352-8410 after 3
p.m. on the day of the concert.

* * * * * * *
Now through July 24, The

Shakespeare Theatre of New Jersey
is presenting Les Liaisons
Dangereuses, a play by Christopher
Hampton, based on the novel by
Choderlos De Laclos. It’s a cat-and-
mouse game of love and revenge that
leads to chilling and inspirational rev-
elations about the human heart.  It’s at
the Main Stage, Drew University, in
Madison. Log onto: http://
www.shakespearenj.org/ or call (973)
408-5600 for information and reser-
vations.
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POPCORN™

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

NJ

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
2 popcorns

“Herbie: Fully Loaded,” the latest
Disney entry, portends an inevitabil-
ity. One of these fine Sunday after-
noons, a woman in a very fast car is
going to be the first of her gender to
win a NASCAR Nextel Cup race. You
can bet your funnel cakes on it. Maybe
she’ll even go on to win the Nextel
Cup.

Of course, when ensconced in the
winner’s circle and overcome with
gratitude, our motoring Ms. will mod-
estly credit her pioneering sisters of
yore for providing the draft that helped
whoosh her to the front row.
Groundbreaking ladies like Sarah
Christian, Louise Smith, Janet Guthrie
and Shawna Robinson.

But let me ask you this: What’s the
odds that she’ll also say she couldn’t
have done it without her bad ride,
good old number 53, a 1963
Volkswagen Beetle with a mind of its
own? Pretty slim, no?

However, if she is so fortunate, it’s
precisely what we’ll expect from
Lindsay Lohan’s Maggie Peyton,
Herbie’s co-star and driver in this
fifth permutation of the automotive
legend.

But then, we’re talking about a
movie, and a G-rated family enter-
tainment vehicle at that. The only
suspension auto enthusiasts thinking
of seeing this H5 generation Herbie
need be concerned with is suspension
of disbelief. Note: It takes a lot of
suspending. And so, some would
rather be caught driving a Yugo than
to be seen coming out of a Cineplex
where “Herbie: Fully Loaded” is play-
ing. There are car enthusiasts, and
then there are car enthusiasts.

Of course, if you have small chil-
dren or grandchildren (nieces and
nephews will do) you need no excuse
for imbibing at the Bijou this gear-
headed fantasy directed by Angela
Robinson. I’m a critic. That’s my out.

All of which is to say that there are
worse ways to spend one hundred
minutes. For one thing, it all takes
place in the fresh air of car-cultured
California. Michael Keaton personi-
fies the mood as Ray Peyton, Sr., the
son of a NASCAR great and now a
team manager who can’t buy a win.

You see, as this feminist-lite tale
goes, Ray’s been concentrating on
the wrong scion to follow in the
family’s racetracks. Portrayed by
Breckin Meyer, Ray, Jr. just doesn’t
have it. But he shouldn’t feel bad.
Doubtless the gene skips to the dis-
taff side every other generation. That
would explain why Maggie, played
with typical Disney wholesomeness
by Miss Lohan, is, as we folk along
pit row say, the goods.

Naturally, Dad doesn’t see it. Or,
doesn’t want to. A widower, he may
have reason. Happily, Keaton doesn’t
play it too heavily. Not that he’s all
that believable. However, he is con-
summate enough of an actor to know
how to avoid the more telltale boon-
doggles of impossibly clichéd roles.
Do a little two-step, stick a tongue in
your cheek and let everyone else’s
stereotype show. Which they proudly,
smilingly do.

Especially Matt Dillon as Trip
Murphy, the local boy who made good
in the Bigs and just can’t get over
himself. A Nextel champ several times

over, it’s during a promotional tour at
the hometown track that the bug, to
invoke a bad pun, bites him.

Shades of the Marx brothers and a
whole bunch of wacky comedies of
the 1930s, when a horse didn’t even
have to be entered in a race, nay,
didn’t even have to start from the
gate, but could bolt from its evil cap-
tors, dash on to the track, and save the
day. No one in the stands cared about
the absurdity. Good won out over
evil. In brilliant Vitaphone, the ebul-
lient crowd of men in seersucker suits
and ladies in big white hats all yelled
hooray!

Update that scene to California,
circa today, and, it seems quite by
accident that little Herbie trumps Trip
Murphy’s factory-supplied GTO.
Maggie and her admirer-friend Kevin,
a neighborhood wrench who restores
Herbie from the junkyard condition
he was found in, just meant to visit
some old friends at the local swap
meet. The race just sort of happened.
Well, sort of.

Here’s where dramatic scholars
could make a case for Herbie as the
car world’s answer to the deus ex
machina, intervening to pave the as-
phalt for Maggie’s destiny as a racer.
Dad has repeatedly nixed the idea,
and so, just having graduated from
college, she’s accepted a broadcast
job in New York with ESPN. But
then, looking after her karma, so to
speak, instigating Herbie arranges this
backyard victory for all the young
heroine’s boosters to see.

Now, we know that diehard aficio-
nados of the original Goat have gen-
erally disparaged the Australian-born,
Holden-based Gran Turismo
Omologato (GTO). Still, being beaten
by a Volkswagen, the automotive
equivalent of the little engine that
could, is just too much fairy tale come
home to roost for Mr. Dillon’s ego-
tist. “Rematch!” is his blood-curdling
call. The die is cast.

You simply don’t question what
happens next, nor anything that has
preceded it. Granted, on first blush
there are enough inconsistencies, con-
tradictions and filmic goofs to bring
out the cynic in even the most
Pollyanna of adult viewers.

First of all, after love interest Kevin
(Justin Long) dudes Herbie up in a
coat of white pearlescent, he pro-
ceeds to soup-up the engine. Why
bother? The car is magical, right?
We’re going to have the same result
whether we leave in the venerable
36-HP flat four or chrome and boost
it to make more power than is emit-
ted from the Number 6 generating
station.

And then there’s the matter of
Herbie being able to leap over oppo-
nents as well as balance on just two
wheels and careen along the fence
sideways. But then that’s fantasy.
For kids, it’s a respite from the rigors
of finger painting, trying to get to
websites their parents have blocked
and the recurring fear that one day in
a fancy Parisian restaurant they will
order tripe in a white wine sauce.
Take the process to task and you
might as well discount the whole
idea of Disney.

It may not be your mug of
Budweiser. You’re a grownup. If
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Playhouse Hosts
“Dear Edwina Jr.”

SUMMIT –  The Summit Play-
house will be putting on perfor-
mances of “Dear Edwina Jr.”

The musical is a part of The
Broadway Junior collection, based
on a book and lyrics by Marcy
Heisler. The play is directed by Liz
Messineo, and musical direction is
provided by Judy Brewer. In the
play, Edwina Spoonapple doles out
advice assisted by a host of quirky
friends. Funny, touching and tune-
ful, the musical appeals to audi-
ence of all ages. “Dear Edwina Jr.”
can be seen at the Summit Play-
house in Summit on July 22, 23, 24
and July 29, 30, 31. Curtain is 7:30
p.m. on Fridays and 2 p.m. on Sat-
urdays and Sundays. Tickets are
$10.00.

For more information call 908-
273-2192 or log onto
www.summitplayhouse.org.

David Richman Explores
A New “World of Mosaics”

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and  The Times

WESTFIELD  - Attending to a
family and keeping up with a busy
career kept Union resident David
L. Richman from creating his tile
mosaics, but since he retired two
years ago, he has been able to de-
vote more time to his craft.

An exhibit of Mr. Richman’s work
entitled “A World of Mosaics” is
currently at the Westfield Art Gal-
lery, located on the first floor of the
New Jersey Workshop for the Arts
(NJWA) in downtown Westfield.

Thirty-five of Mr. Richman’s fin-
est pieces, spanning a time period
of almost fifty years are on display. 
His “Still Life #3” and “Red Vase”
date back to 1957 and 1960, respec-
tively.

Still Life #4- Venetian Glass (not sold)

Yellow Lightbulb 1, 2, 3, 4- Venetian, Byzan-
tine, Mexican Glass (2 & 4 still available)

The Shadow- Byzantine Tile (not  sold)

The artist came to create tile mo-
saics by happenstance.  A number
of years ago, while building a book-
case, he decided to embellish it
with a tile design. There were some
tile pieces left over, so he made a
still life mosaic of a bottle.

On a whim, Mr. Richman brought
it to an art dealer in Buffalo, where
he was living at the time, for a
professional opinion. The dealer,
who happened to be the president
of the Buffalo Society of Artists,
was impressed.

“He asked me how many more
just like it did I have,” related Mr.
Richman.

After retiring two years ago from
his business as a custom framer of
museum quality artwork and a seller
of giftware, he found he finally had
time to once again begin creating
tile mosaics.

Over the years, he had collected
tile, stones, marble and glass from
Italy, Mexico and other parts of the
United States, so he had plenty of
material to work with. 

“I kept moving all of it from
house to house,” he laughed.  “I
have a large collection of colors
and textures.”

The mosaics’ artful blend of col-
ors makes for a very visually ap-
pealing exhibit.  Many of the pieces
have an African influence and all
are custom framed by the artist.

“The piece I finish last is always
my favorite piece,” said Mr.
Richman, who is a member of the
Westfield Art Association (WAA)

“A World of Mosaics” is free and
open to the public through Mon-
day, July 25, 2005. 

NJWA is located at 150-152 East
Broad Street in Westfield.  Gallery
hours are Tuesdays to Fridays, 10
a.m. to 2 p.m., Thursday evenings
from 6 to 8 p.m. and Saturdays
from 9 a.m. to noon.  For more
information, please call 908-769-
9696.

WSW’s Showcase Theatre
Presents Into the Woods

WESTFIELD – The 1988 Tony
Award winning play Into the Woods
will be presented by the Westfield
Summer Workshop (WSW) at 1:00
and 7:30 p.m. on July 21 and 22 at
Roosevelt Intermediate School in
Westfield.

This production marks the debut
of Showcase Theater, a rigorous
month long program that involves
twenty-four aspiring actors ranging
in age from 14 to 18.  After going
through an audition process, the stu-
dents will participate in daily four-
hour rehearsals, eventually culmi-
nating in four final performances.

The Showcase Theater will join the
Workshop Theater, adding to the
already impressive drama depart-
ment in the WSW’s program.

Into the Woods is a humorous, yet
thought provoking story that follows
a childless baker and his wife as they
try to lift a curse that has been placed
on them by a wicked witch.  While
on their journey, they encounter
Cinderella, her Prince, Little Red
Ridinghood, the Wolf, and other fairy
tale characters who are trying to re-
alize their own wishes.  Their jour-
ney is not easy, and as tragedy strikes,
the characters come to a painful, but
hopeful resolution.

The Baker will be played by Derek
Rocchini (Cranford), with the role
of his wife shared by Kristen Dilzell
(Westfield) and Caitlin Delaney
(Scotch Plains.)  Delaney is a mem-
ber of the All State Women’s Cho-
rus as well as the Central Jersey
Region Chorus.  The Role of
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JACKIE…Harriett Trangucci and Rick Delaney as Jackie and Jack Kennedy.
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