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Elliott Johnson to Take Part
In Xtreme Team’s Mission

WESTFIELD – Elliott Johnson, a
2004 Westfield High School graduate
and member of the First Baptist Church
of Westfield, will travel to the Republic
of Georgia in the former Soviet Union
this summer, visiting July 11 through
August 3, as a member of the Xtreme
Team, a missionary group sponsored
by American Baptist Churches.

The Xtreme Team is designed to
connect young adults with the global
missionary work of American Baptists.
Their purpose is to inspire a passion
and interest in mission, as well as to
cultivate global mission leadership for
the future.

A team of usually no more than 12
participants, including the Xtreme Team
staff, is carefully selected and sent to a
particular city or country for a variety
of mission “Xposures.”

The team will participate in cross-
cultural experiences and interact with
extreme global issues in the context of
the many levels of global mission work.

Reflecting on his selection for the
Xtreme Team, Elliott, a Union County
College student who is pursuing the
ministry, writes: “Due to my extreme-
ness, I must find an extreme adventure
with an extreme location and an ex-
treme mission. I have found one.”

At first this may sound like any other
mission experience, but the Xtreme Team
is called Xtreme for a reason. Elliott has
not been told what he will be doing on a
daily basis, he is not told who else is
going on the trip, and he is not given any
details about the trip at all. All he knows
for sure is the country he will visit and
when he will arrive and depart. The rest
is a mystery to Elliott and his future team
members.

“It’s an intense faith walk in follow-
ing Jesus to the Xtreme!” said Elliott.

The trip will begin with orientation
at Judson College in Elgin, Ill., where
Elliott will meet the other team mem-
bers for the first time.  Once the team
completes the orientation, they will be
sent off to the Republic of Georgia.

During their time in that country,
“Xfiles” – clues about what is coming
next – are prepared by the leaders to
lead the Xtreme Team members to
their next mission “Xposure.”

They choose to use this method for
several reasons: it is an exercise in
faith; it forces team building and re-
minds participants that much of the
Christian walk is a mystery to believ-
ers, but not to God.

“When we say to God ‘here am I,
send me’ we must be prepared to go
whenever and wherever He calls,” com-
mented the Reverend Jeremy Mont-
gomery, one of Elliott’s ministers at the
First Baptist Church. “Elliott will be
given the opportunity to test that divine
response.”

One last thing that is different about
the Xtreme Team is the use of media.
One of the staff members has the task
of recording the team’s “Xperiences”
on video, as well as supplying pictures
and journals to be posted to their
website, www.xtremeteamonline.org.,
on a regular basis.

Media is utilized because partici-
pants want to excite and challenge
people, particularly all American Bap-
tists, about cross-cultural mission in
both the global and local context.

The First Baptist Church is located
at 170 Elm Street and may be reached
by calling (908) 233-2278.

Westfield Library Posts
July Events For All Ages

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Memorial Library is offering a vari-
ety of activities for youth and adults
this month, including summer book
discussions for youngsters with an
emphasis on fun.

Discussions will be informal and
include related activities plus snacks.
The featured books, “Knights of the
Kitchen Table” by Jon Scieszka and
“The Princess Test” by Gail Carson
Levine, follow the library’s summer
theme of “Dragons, Dreams and Dar-
ing Deeds.” They are described as
long on humor, but not pages.

“We want the participants to feel
comfortable with the book selection,
not burdened,” said Kathy Muhm,
Head Children’s Librarian and Assis-
tant Library Director. “Unlike a typi-
cal school environment, this is a pres-
sure-free setting. We want to rein-
force the idea that reading is enjoy-
able. Humor is usually a good vehicle
for this.”

Jill Farrer, Children’s Librarian, will
lead the discussion of “Knights of the
Kitchen Table” on Thursday, July 14,
at 7:30 p.m. With 15 years of experi-
ence as a children’s librarian, Ms.
Farrer views book discussions as a
way of turning the very solitary activ-
ity of reading into an interactive event.

“There is more to reading than just
absorbing a book. Reading is about
asking questions, sharing ideas, and
inspiring creativity. I love leading young
people on this journey. I never know
what they will discover in literature, in
themselves, and in one another,” she
remarked. Ms. Muhm will lead the dis-
cussion of “The Princess Test” on Thurs-
day, August 4, at 7:30 p.m.

The library has multiple copies of
these books. Children must have a
Westfield Memorial Library card in
order to check out books and partici-
pate in the discussions.

For adults, the film Moolaade will
be shown on Tuesday, July 12, at 1 and
6:30 p.m. It tells the story of six Afri-
can girls who decide to escape the
torturous ritual of female circumci-
sion. This film won Special Mention
for the Prize of the Ecumenical Jury at
the 2004 Cannes Film Festival.

The TGIF program, also for adults,

will feature the film In the Good Old
Summertime on Friday, July 15, at
1:30 p.m. A classic musical of the
1940s, it stars Judy Garland and Van
Johnson.

Storytime programs are available
for infants through pre-kindergarten.
“Preschool Story Time: 3½ to 5 Years
Old” will be offered on Monday, July
11, from 10 to 10:30 a.m. Children
listen to stories and do an activity.

“Baby Rhyme Time,” for babies
not yet walking and a caregiver, will
take place Tuesday, July 12, from 10
to 10:20 a.m. The youngsters and
their caregivers participate in rhymes,
lap bounces, songs and clapping ac-
tivities.

“Mother Goose Group,” for walk-
ing toddlers up to two-and-a-half
years with a caregiver, will be held on
Wednesday, July 13, from 10 to 10:20
a.m. Toddlers and their caregivers
will enjoy rhymes, songs, movement
activities and stories.

“Tots’ Story Time,” for children
age two-and-a-half to three-and-a-
half with a caregiver, will take place
on Thursday, July 14, from 10 to
10:30 a.m.

Color and Shape Bingo for young
children is scheduled for Friday, July
15, from 10 to 10:45 a.m.

“The Lady of the Lake,” a program
for youngsters who have completed
first grade and up, will be held Tues-
day, July 12, from 7 to 7:45 p.m.
Participants will listen to the last in
the summer series of King Arthur
stories and do a related activity. Reg-
istration is requested.

The Chess Club, with a medieval
theme, will meet on Wednesday, July
13, from 7 to 8:30 p.m.

Finally, “Lunch Bunch” is offered
to those who have completed kinder-
garten. Youngsters are invited to bring
their lunch and join the librarian for
fun stories and activities from noon
to 1 p.m. on Thursday, July 14.

The library is located at 550 East
Broad Street. For registration infor-
mation or further details on any of
these programs, please call (908) 789-
4090, visit the library’s website at
www.wmlnj.org, or stop by the library
for a copy of its quarterly newsletter.

EARNING THE GOLD…Katherine Van Haasteren, left, and Jennifer Bauer,
Senior Girl Scouts from Troop No. 751 of the Fanwood-Scotch Plains Girl Scout
community, share their joy at having recently earned their Girl Scout Gold Award
– the highest award offered by the Girl Scout organization.

Local Senior Girl Scouts
Earn Their Gold Award

SCOTCH PLAINS – The
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Girl Scout
community recently honored two
Senior Girl Scouts, Jennifer Bauer
and Katherine Van Haasteren, as they
received their Gold Awards, the high-
est award in Girl Scouting, in a cer-
emony May 31.

On hand to offer congratulations were
Union County Freeholder Alexander
Mirabella, Scotch Plains Mayor Martin
Marks and Fanwood Councilwoman
Donna Dolce. As guest speaker, Ms.
Dolce shared her own scouting experi-
ences, which she said have served her
well throughout her career.

“Girl Scouting,” she attested, “helps
you manage your time, realize many
accomplishments and enjoy your life
to the fullest.”

Addressing the awardees, Mayor
Marks added, “What you have done
for yourselves is set the bar high –
and we have high expectations of you
for the future.”

To attain the Gold Award, a Girl
Scout must earn at least four interest
project patches and the Career Explo-
ration Pin; perform 30 hours of leader-
ship to earn the Senior Girl Scout
Leadership Award; complete the Se-
nior Girl Scout Challenge, a five-part
exploration of values, goals and com-
munity service, and, finally, design
and carry out a Gold Award project.

This project requires a minimum
of 50 hours of the scout’s own time. It

should be something she cares deeply
about and that demonstrates her com-
mitment to herself, her community
and her future.

For her project, Jenny pursued her
interest in “girl empowerment,” or-
ganizing a comprehensive workshop
for young women ages 13 to 17 en-
titled “Girls in Action!”

With topics developed through stu-
dent surveys, the workshop offered ses-
sions on communications skills, time
and money management, study skills
and self-defense. The keynote speaker
was Elizabeth A. Mattson of United
States’ Senator Jon Corzine’s office.

“The Gold Award has been one of
the most enlightening and challeng-
ing projects of my life,” Jenny said.

Katie’s Gold Award project com-
bined her own avid interest in com-
puter graphics and the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains Girl Scout community’s
need for an Internet presence. She
took on the challenge – teaching her-
self HTML programming language
to create a user-friendly website that
reflects the needs of Girl Scout lead-
ers and the Community Service Team.

The fanwoodscotchplainsgs.org
website also includes a community-
wide service forum, where local non-
profit agencies can “advertise” their
volunteer needs and service-oriented
groups and individuals can learn how
they can help.

Jenny and Katie are both members of
Senior Troop No. 751. Their leaders
are Nancy Bauer, Jane Van Haasteren,
Kathy Hercel and Denise Bianco. Jenny
is the daughter of Fritz and Nancy
Bauer of Scotch Plains, and Katie is the
daughter of Jim and Jane Van Haasteren
of Fanwood.

Temple Membership Picnic
To Take Place This Sunday

CRANFORD – Temple Beth-El
Mekor Chayim of Cranford and
Westfield will hold its Annual Mem-
bership Picnic this Sunday, July 10,
from 11:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at
Nomahegan Park in Cranford for all
temple members and those interested
in joining the congregation.

Customary Kosher hamburgers
and hot dogs will be served, as well
as vegetarian barbecue, corn on the
cob, watermelon and beverages.
Games will be available for children
of all ages.

There will be no charge, but to
ensure that there will be enough food,
anyone interested in attending is asked
to let the temple know in advance by
calling (908) 276-9231.

This year’s event will launch the
Conservative temple’s new theme:
“Warm Place, Cool Shul,” according
to Temple President Bruce Solomon
of Cranford.

New members who join the temple
before Thursday, September 15, will
get 50 percent off their first year’s
dues and 25 percent off their second
year’s dues with a three-year com-
mitment.

For more information, please visit
Temple Beth-El Mekor Chayim, lo-
cated at 338 Walnut Avenue in Cranford,
e-mail coolshul@tbemc.org, or access
www.tbemc.org.

Glaucoma Screenings
Conducted at JCC

SCOTCH PLAINS – On June 15,
Dr. Vincent McGlone of Millburn con-
ducted a free glaucoma screening for
senior citizen members of the Jewish
Community Center (JCC) of Central
New Jersey, located at 1391 Martine
Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Glaucoma is the leading cause of
preventable blindness in the United
States, but does not present any no-
ticeable symptoms before a person
experiences vision loss.

Along with his staff, Dr. McGlone
performed tonometry as well as the
latest detection test for glaucoma called
GDx-VCC. This testing can identify
the actual site of any damage long
before the patient has experienced any
vision loss by measuring the retinal
nerve fiber layer of the eye.

Dr. McGlone is President of
New Jersey Contact Lenses. For
more information, please visit
www.njcontactlens.co m.

The JCC offers a three-day per week
social program for senior adults. For
more information, please call Nan
Statton at (908) 889-8800, extension
no. 207.

   

   

      

  

      

 

   

    

      

     

s t a g e  h o u s e
restaurant and wine bar
366 park avenue, scotch plains, nj 07076

 reservations 908 322 4224

summer market menu
Returning . . .

Tuesday thru Thursday            $29 per person

Coming soon ...

THE TAVERN in the barn

at the s t a g e  h o u s e

Every Tuesday is BYOB

for details visit our website at  www www www www www.stagehouserestaurant.stagehouserestaurant.stagehouserestaurant.stagehouserestaurant.stagehouserestaurant.com.com.com.com.com

 Grand Opening of

Samantha Greenaway
In Dance Recital Debut

Samantha performed in the Tiki
Bird Revue as part of “Magical Mo-
ments,” a celebration commemorat-
ing 50 years of dance of the Lois
Allen School. In the audience were
Samantha’s parents, her brother, Jo-
seph Greenaway, 3rd, grandfather Jo-
seph Greenaway, Sr. and friends.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

WESTFIELD – Samantha
Greenaway, the daughter of Judge
Joseph and Ronnie Greenaway of
Westfield, made her dance recital
debut at Raritan Valley Community
College with the Lois Allen School of
Dance.


