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HUNG UP!!

By Milt Faith, Executive Director
Youth and Family Counseling Service

Couple Need Not Invite Relatives
Who Disapprove of Wedding

A Questioning Reader Writes:
My fiancée and I are planning to
marry early next year. “Mary” (dis-
guised name) is nine years older than
me. My family, Mary’s family and
our friends are loving and accepting
and wish us well. However, there are
some relatives who have been very
vocal about their criticisms. They have
“whispered” that Mary is marrying a
boy toy and that I need a mother
figure. We have a limited amount of
guests we can invite, so Mary and I
decided to exclude these disapprov-
ing relatives. Our parents have mixed
feelings, afraid we will hurt the unin-
vited. Your thoughts, please.

Answer: Since you have a limited
number of guests to invite, why not
have the loving guests receive invita-
tions. I see no reason to invite those
who have voiced disapproval, who sit
and analyze; they would prove to be
rejecting and sourpusses – which no
one needs at a time of happy celebra-
tion.

A Frustrated Mother Writes:
How do you tell your 19-year-old
daughter that you can’t become a
successful teacher, lawyer, nurse or
anything unless you get a good edu-
cation, do well, and remain moti-
vated and dedicated. My daughter
thinks she can get an associate degree
at a local college and then she will be
able to work at anything. She has
always been inpatient and wants quick
results.

Answer: She may have to learn the
hard way that we can’t attain our
goals immediately without work and
sweat. Have her read this Chinese
proverb which tells it all: “He who
climbs a ladder must begin at the first
step!”

A Devastated Mother Writes: My

son was thrown out of college be-
cause he admitted to using steroids.
He is a freshman in a college out of
this area, and was able to win an
athletic scholarship (football), which
helps us financially for two years.
“Scott” (disguised name) is a good
young man who always felt he might
become a professional football player.
He excelled in sports, unfortunately,
at the expense of some of his other
courses and grades. His father was a
football star in college and always
wanted Scott to follow in his foot-
steps. I always disagreed, feeling Scott
wanted to please his father and felt he
had to be number one. Scott is back
home now, and I don’t know where to
begin to help him move on. My hus-
band read the riot act to Scott, and
told him how much he had disap-
pointed him. I don’t feel that making
Scott feel guilty is the way to resolve
anything.

Answer: No! The way to resolve
this unfortunate situation is to get
medical and psychological help for
Scott. If your husband will not coop-
erate, begin the process yourself.

Some of the additional issues to be
raised and resolved include: 1) Your
husband’s need to have Scott be the
achieving star athlete. Did he pres-
sure Scott to achieve at any cost? 2)
Did Scott become involved with ste-
roids in order to perform? When did
it start? Was there too much pressure
at college? Did the performance af-
fect the scholarship? 3) Is it not time
(it is!) to confront your feelings to
your husband and seek counseling to
re-evaluate your roles and expecta-
tions with Scott – and change some of
them? Scott needs your support and
assistance. Now is the time to instill
love and encouragement, not guilt!

Resident Hopes Proposed Cell Tower
Will Not Be Placed Atop Firehouse

Westfield HS Credited
With Grad’s Success
What a wonderful record Evan J. Lee’s

graduation (June 23rd Westfield Leader)
from Webb Institute, earning and win-
ning four prestigious awards.

Evan attended Webb on a four-year
scholarship to this outstanding engineer-
ing college.

Credit must be assigned to Westfield
High School for Evan’s background.

For students desirous of a four-year
scholarship in an outstanding engineer-
ing college should apply to Webb Insti-
tute, 298 Crescent Beach Road, Glen
Cove, NY 11542-1398.

Stephen Dvorak
Westfield

Reader Praises Lime’s
Exceptional Service

Hats off to Lime Restaurant! On Tues-
day evening, June 28, my friends and I
hosted a birthday party at the Mexican
restaurant, Lime, located on Elm Street in
Westfield. The party was pulled together
on very short notice in hopes of celebrat-
ing a friend’s 50th birthday before every-
one dispersed for the summer. Of course,
the immediate challenge was to find a
venue and create a party worthy of our
friend as well as an atmosphere full of fun
and laughter for those invited.

I would like the citizens of Westfield to
know that Lime Restaurant not only ful-
filled our wishes and rose to the occasion
but they provided us with delicious food
and very attentive service!

Thanks go to Catherine, Javir, Jorge,
Miriam and Beto for helping us to create
a festive evening our friend will never
forget. Ole!

Wendy Hansen
Westfield

Fanwood Resident Clarifies Terms
Of Proposed NJT Shuttle Bus

With regard to the statement in the
Caboose article (June 15 Times), “Three
years ago, New Jersey Transit offered us
a shuttle bus for free, but we would have
lost tens of thousands of dollars over a
few years just operating it”.

I would like to clarify that statement,
since I proposed the shuttle to Fanwood/
Scotch Plains and worked directly with
New Jersey Transit and the Fanwood/
Scotch Plains Transportation Authority
to bring this opportunity to our commu-
nity.

The shuttle bus was designed to create
an opportunity for commuters to leave
their cars at home, free up parking spaces
at the train station for commuters, pro-
vide incentives to home owners by in-
creasing values because they were on the
shuttle line, and be a positive influence
for a cleaner environment.

For example, Maplewood has had sev-
eral shuttles operating successfully since
1998. There are currently 25 towns with
successful shuttle programs. New Jersey
Transit provides three years of initial
startup “seed” money for operations with
a view toward the community to fund
future operational costs and replacement
vehicles. I also proposed applying for

501(c)(3) nonprofit status so that the
Transportation Authority could capture
Foundation’s Grants.

The shuttle is viewed as an investment
for the community’s future. My specific
proposal was to obtain local and regional
advertising and grants from various trans-
portation and redevelopment authorities,
thus making it more cost effective. Addi-
tionally, advertising would have provided
a cash reserve for the replacement of
existing shuttles.

My proposal would not have cost
Fanwood-Scotch Plains one penny, let
alone tens of thousands of dollars and
would have alleviated the “kiss and drop
offs” at the train station, illegal parking
because the train station parking lot is
oversold and the parking shortfall in the
redevelopment of our downtown.

Clayton Pierce
Fanwood

Editor’s Note: The following letter also
was sent to Betty List, Chairwoman of the
Westfield Historic Preservation Commis-
sion.

*****
I’m writing to express my concern re-

garding Verizon’s wish to put a cell tower
on our Westfield firehouse. Each time
I’ve read about this, I am just dismayed.

As a (nearly) lifelong resident and an
artist, I am particularly fond of the
firehouse. I look at it all the time and in
different light, and often think, “What a

beautiful painting that would be.”
The color of the brick and the Italian-

influenced architecture are extraordinary.
To me, it is a symbol of how just plain
beautiful the town of Westfield is and
how fortunate I am to live here.

I also want to thank you for all your
many efforts to protect and preserve the
beauty and traditions of Westfield. People
like you are a significant part of what
make my hometown so great.

Nancy M. Boss
Westfield

Westfielder Retains Strong Feelings
About  Permit Parking Fee Level

The Westfield Town Council’s Finance
Policy Committee has proposed a park-
ing fee for the south side train station lot
of $48 per month or $476 annually. As I
understand it, the committee looked to
other comparable towns to determine what
the parking fee should be.

I do not know the history behind the
setting of parking fees in Millburn,
Ridgewood and Princeton, but I do know
the history of the parking fees in this
town. It is indisputable that the parking
fees were raised from $240 to the current
fee of $702 to support the funding and
operation of proposed parking decks.

The town did not base the increases on
comparable parking fees in other towns
nor did it base it on a “market rate”. If the
Town proposes to use the “market rate” or
supply and demand economics for park-
ing permit fees, shouldn’t we use a “mar-
ket rate” for police services or fire pre-

vention services or other municipal ser-
vices?

Why would the town council “mark-
up” the fee for only this particular item?
The town council should not disregard
the real basis for the increase in the park-
ing fee, as if it never happened, in order to
rationalize a higher fee structure.

What has the town budgeted for oper-
ating the respective parking lots? That
budget should be the basis for determin-
ing the parking fee.

I have strong feelings about the park-
ing fee, not because of the amount of
money at stake, but because of the prin-
ciple at issue. Just like any other munici-
pal service, the commuters should pay no
more and no less than it costs the town to
operate the parking lots.

Keith Firestone
Westfield

SPFHS PTA Thanks
Community for Support

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School PTA hosted Project Graduation
2005; a fantastic fun-filled all night cel-
ebration for all graduating seniors on
Thursday June 23.

The PTA sponsors this event annually
to provide a final social event for the
entire senior class before they head off to
college, trade school or work in a safe,
alcohol and drug free environment on
what is statistically the most dangerous
night of the year for high school students.

The event is run with lots of volunteer
support and is financed through dona-
tions from parents and guardians, the
district PTAs, the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education, the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Municipal Alliance, local busi-
nesses and civic groups.

The Project Graduation Committee
2005 thanks all community members who
generously supported this worthwhile
event. This year’s senior class enjoyed an
all night event at the Woodbridge Com-
munity Center. The graduates swam,
played basketball, roller bladed, made
photo memorabilia and music videos. A
DJ entertained and a hypnotist provided
an hour-long show. All through the night,
the seniors were well fed with the food
provided by parents and local merchants.

Thank you to all of the parents and
community members who chaperoned and
worked the event. This event could not be
possible without everyone’s generosity
and support.

On behalf of the Project Graduation
Committee and the entire Class of 2005,
we thank you for your tremendous sup-
port.

Susan Streep, Carmela Resnick and
Jill Markovits

SPFHS PTA Project Graduation
Co-Chairs 2005
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Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Asomatous – Without a material

body
2. Foveolate – Marked by minute de-

pressions or pits
3. Epulotic – Having a healing power
4. Capnomancy – Divination by the

ascent or motion of smoke

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

BIBELOT
1. A person who has a mania for col-

lecting books
2. Book ends
3. A tippler; a man given to drinking
4. A small object whose value lies in its

beauty or rarity
PENNACH

1. Bristled; standing erect
2. A plume or bunch of flowers
3. In botany, furnished with branches

in pairs
4. Showing patience; calmness

INSOUCIANCE
1. Gay; lighthearted
2. Pertaining to plundering or looting
3. Idle babble or chat
4. Speech impediment; slurring

TITIVATE
1. To delude by flattery
2. To romp or frisk
3. To dress up
4. To nestle or draw close

 Bush Should Renegotiate
CAFTA to Save US Jobs

President Bush has been promoting the
Central American Free Trade Agreement
(CAFTA). It is his top trade priority.

President Bush claims CAFTA will
help our economy, but the main U.S.
export would be U.S. jobs. After the North
American Free Trade Agreement
(NAFTA), our state lost over 100,000
jobs.

President Bush claims CAFTA would
improve working conditions in Central
America, but the treaty has no worker
protection. CAFTA would simply let com-
panies exploit cheap labor. People in
Central America can’t afford U.S. goods.
Over 40 percent of CAFTA workers make
only $2 a day.

Congressman Frank Pallone
(Monmouth County) opposes CAFTA and
asks President Bush to renegotiate the
treaty. I agree that a renegotiated CAFTA
would develop a responsible fair trade
policy that strengthens trading partners
and safeguards U.S. jobs.

Byron Minter
Springfield

NJ Voting Must be Meaningful,
Simpler and Better Attended

New Jersey lawmakers took an interesting step last
week when they approved a plan to move the presi-
dential primary in the Garden State from the first
Tuesday in June to the last Tuesday in February. This
move is intended to make New Jersey a player in the
presidential selection of nominees for both major
political parties starting in 2008. Incidentally, ac-
cording to The New York Times, that will be the first
year an incumbent president and vice president have
not run since 1952.

Primary elections in New Jersey don’t relate much
to the majority of eligible voters because, if one is not
affiliated with a party, one can’t vote. One can trick
the system and declare party affiliation to vote in the
primary, then file papers to disavow affiliation im-
mediately thereafter.

The New Jersey primary has been of little meaning
every four years during the Presidential selection
process since New Jersey is last along with Montana
on the schedule. By the time in gets to us, the party’s
over – and out of more than 300 million people in this
country, the process narrows the choice for New
Jerseyans down to two individuals.

According to the census in 2000, New Jersey has
a population of 8.4 million of which 6.25 million are
of voting age, and 4.7 million are registered to vote.
Of those registered, 25 percent (1.18 million) were
registered as Democrats, 18 percent (0.876 million)
were registered as Republicans and a whopping 56
percent (2.6 million) are unaffiliated.

In 1996, 485,500 showed up to vote in the New
Jersey Presidential primary; In 2000, 620,000 voted
in the Presidential primary; In 2004, 360,000 voted
in the Presidential primary.

Hot races for the U.S. Senate stimulated the year
2000 voter turnout in the primary. Bob Franks beat
William Gormley for the GOP nod and Jon Corzine
beat Jim Florio for the DEM nod. Jon Corzine
followed this up in the general election with record
spending of $65 million to eek out a surprisingly
narrow victory to become U.S. Senator over out-
gunned Bob Franks.

This year, with the governorship on the line, (but
not the President) about 525,000 voted in the pri-
mary due to the hotly contested GOP race between
Doug Forrester and Bret Schundler. The DEMs,
including Governor Richard Codey, had learned
their lesson from 2000 about thick wallets. They
offered no competition to Corzine in their selection
as candidate for governor.

Moving New Jersey’s Presidential Primary to Feb-
ruary might be good for both political parties and it
could enhance the northeast’s ability to influence the
presidential election process.

Currently, all New Jersey’s primaries for federal,
state, county and many municipal offices are held on
the first Tuesday after the first Monday in June. Even
in highly contested races to gain national party nod
as a candidate for President, the winner is deter-
mined on Super Tuesday, when Californians and
New Yorkers make their preferences known.

Until now, hasn’t this upset New Jersey’s political
aficionados and activists. It probably has upset the
voters as turnout is miserable. A meaningful U.S.
Senate race draws some excitement when coinciding
with the selection for Presidential candidates.

State party leaders frequently cite tradition as the

reason for the late primary. The many supporters of
the status quo say that the June primary is as “New
Jersey” as the Turnpike.

Maybe there are advantages to the state’s June
primary. One might be that it provides a summer-
long break right after the primary campaigns during
which the winners can rest and regroup for the
general election campaign that typically kicks off on
Labor Day. Another could be that it gives citizens a
break from the barrage of campaign ads and mud-
slinging that begin in September.

Maybe it saves candidates and donors money by
shortening the general election campaign season —
though spending for campaigning is soaring and
unabated.

The notion that a shorter general election cam-
paign saves money is less clear. Spending on cam-
paigns for most offices is up, largely due to increased
use of expensive television, radio and targeted mail-
ing blitzes. Disinformation is expensive.

In any event, most other states have early Presiden-
tial primaries and seem to survive the problems that
concern supporters of New Jersey’s June primary.

If a February primary is deemed inappropriate for
other offices, such as for congress, senate and free-
holder, is there a compromise time to simplify mat-
ters, to unconfused voters and to improve turnout?
Holding additional elections is said to cost the state
about $10 million each time it happens. That’s about
$20 per vote with the current low turnout.

The status quo option each four years is to sit and
watch small and hardly representative states like
Iowa, New Hampshire and South Carolina dominate
the early selection process. These states weed out
some candidates and dim the prospects of others.
You didn’t have to be glued to CNN, MSNBC or Fox
News the last few weeks to know that Iowa and New
Hampshire are hardly the “face” of America. South
Carolina is important because it’s the first southern
state to hold a primary. But, none of these three states
have much in common with New Jersey.

Do you remember hearing any of the previous
presidential hopefuls talk much about urban redevel-
opment, federal transportation, property taxes, con-
trolling sprawl, seaport and airport security or illegal
immigration on the stump in Iowa or New Hamp-
shire?

In South Carolina, there were discussions about
some key issues like health care and jobs. But they
are also discussing guns and religion. The same was
true in Missouri. In Arizona, seniors, military veter-
ans, Latinos and Native Americans will likely deter-
mine the winner. None of these states come close to
representing the broad and complex interests of the
people of New Jersey.

We believe primary elections, and all elections in
New Jersey, should become more meaningful. Citi-
zens can best deal with state issues by voting. The
system would be better if it were simpler and better
attended. Perhaps all the primaries should be in late
April and combined with the school tax and school
board elections – with polls open from 6 a.m. to 8
p.m. to be accessible for all.

If every four years, New Jersey added a special
Presidential Primary in February, would more states
move to January, or move back to June? Would
voters show up?

Garwood Mayor
Suspends Sat. Hours
GARWOOD – Borough Mayor

Dennis McCarthy has canceled
Mayor’s Saturday hours for July and
August. Saturday hours will resume
on Saturday, September 10 from 10
to 11 a.m. in the municipal building at
403 South Avenue.

Residents are invited to stop by to
discuss any concerns they have, or
just stop by and say hello and meet
the mayor.

For more information, call (908)
789-0710.

Newspaper Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

E-mail to: editor@goleader.com
For more information, see

www.goleader.com


