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Commissioner Defends Sewer
Authority Stipend Increase

By CASSIE LO
Specially Written for The Leader And The Times

FANWOOD – Commissioners of
the Plainfield Area Regional Sewer
Authority (PARSA) recently voted to
increase their stipend from $2,000 to
$2,500 per year. Fanwood Commis-
sioner and Former Mayor Louis Jung
said last week that he wholly sup-
ported the raise and will be describ-
ing the necessity of it at Fanwood
Borough Council’s agenda meeting
on Tuesday, August 2.

PARSA, originally known as the
Plainfield Joint Meeting (PJM), in-
cluded Plainfield, South Plainfield
and North Plainfield as executive
members, but on February 1, 1996,
the group became PARSA and com-
missioners from Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Watchung, Dunellen and
Greenbrook were admitted to the ex-
ecutive board.

PARSA also represents a small
portion of Bridgewater, but it is not
a substantial portion and therefore
is not represented on the executive
board.

PARSA serves as a sewage collec-
tion system that spans 28 miles
throughout the eight towns, which
are equal partners in the organiza-
tion. PARSA sends the raw sewage to
other places, mainly Middlesex
County, to be treated and disposed of.

Each of the eight towns has a
commissioner that works with
PARSA to improve the sewer sys-
tems. Commissioners serve terms
of five years before they have to be
reelected.

According to Commissioner Jung,
six of the eight commissioners are
from the original 1996 board, and
only he and the North Plainfield rep-
resentative are new members.

Commissioner Jung was origi-
nally one of two alternates for the
Fanwood commissioner, but he was
involved in the original plan for
PARSA.

He said he voted in favor of the
raise in the stipend because of the
dedication the commissioners have
to the authority.

“It is a viable, well run organiza-
tion,” said Mr. Jung.

PARSA Director Robert Villee
will accompany Mr. Jung in
Fanwood at the agenda meeting in
August.

“I think there were some valid ques-
tions raised by the council regarding
the lack of information about the
raises,” said Fanwood Mayor Col-
leen Mahr. “Commissioner Jung com-
ing in August is good, because it will
help us understand the increases,
which are coming from taxpayer’s
dollars.”

A
• Life Insurance
• Disability Insurance
• Long Term Care
• Employee Benefits

      908.233.0920

Art
Ammermuller
“Helping People”

  
   

      

     

www.JonBramnick.com

Certified Trial Attorney

PERSONAL INJURY LAW

DEEGAN

ROOFING
C O M P A N Y

908-322-6405

Tear-Offs • Re-Roofs
Repairs • Gutters

Free Estimates • Fully Insured

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI, HEWIT & PALATUCCI

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

32 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

OWEN BRAND

Residential - Construction
Commercial - Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730
Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 26

Your Home-Town
MORTGAGE BANKER

ISB MORTGAGE CO., LLC

Licensed Mortgage Bankers - NJ Dept. of Banking
Equal Housing Lender

obrand@isbmortgageco.com

WESTFIELD – The “Sweet Sounds
Downtown” Jazz Festival, sponsored
by the Downtown Westfield Corpo-
ration (DWC), is in the second week
of its ninth annual season in down-
town Westfield.

The performances will take place
on sidewalks and street corners every
Tuesday in July and August from 7 to
9 p.m. Rain dates will be the following
Wednesday evenings at the same time.

The Sweet Sounds Downtown Jazz
Festival scheduled for Tuesday, July
12, includes performances by Ron
Kraemer and the Hurricanes, Carrie
Jackson, Alfred Patterson Trio and
David Aaron Quartet.

Courtney Nemec, Events Coordi-

nator, said, “This week’s lineup in-
cludes groups who have been very
popular in previous years. We are
pleased to have them back.”

While enjoying the musical perfor-
mances of “Sweet Sounds Down-
town,” attendees may dine at
Westfield’s restaurants, shop and stroll
through the town.

For more information about
Westfield and other downtown events,
please call the DWC at (908) 789-
9444 for a Destination Westfield bro-
chure that includes shopping, dining
and service directories plus a 2005
events calendar. A jazz brochure is
also available. Please see
WestfieldToday.com for details.

Don Williams and Paul Peyton for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAKING PLANS...Area leaders of downton business organizations discuss plns for the year with The Leader/Times last week. See story on page 1. Pictured above,
from left to right, are: Peter Chemidlin, president of the Fanwood Business & Professional Association; Suzette Stalker of The Leader/Times; Hans Winberg, new
chairman of the Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce; and Jef Stein and president Lisa Mohn of the Scotch Plains Business & Professional Association.

‘Sweet Sounds’ Jazz Festival
Continues in Westfield

Westfield Chamber Elects
New Officers for Year

WESTFIELD – The Board of Di-
rectors for the Westfield Area Cham-
ber of Commerce (WACC), the vol-
unteer business advocacy group,
unanimously elected its officers for
the coming year at its June meeting.
Hans Winberg, Christopher
Kirkwood, Neil Sullivan and Maria
Fuentes were elected to serve one-
year terms from July 1, 2005 to June
30, 2006.

Mr. Winberg, proprietor of Em-
broidery Baby, has been named chair-
man.  He has been a resident of
Westfield with his wife, Vickie and
their three children since 1996.  At
that time, Mr. Winberg served as Di-
rector of Marketing at American
Banker Newsletters, a Division of
Thomson Financial. The Winbergs
opened their store, Mother and Baby
Co., on Quimby Street in 2000. The
store recently changed its name to
Embroidery Baby and now offers a
wide selection of baby items, many
of which can be personalized in-
house.  Mr. Winberg joined the WACC
board in January 2004.

Christopher Kirkwood was elected
Vice Chairman.  Mr. Kirkwood is a
partner in the Westfield law firm,
Kirkwood & Gachko, LLP.  He prac-
tices insurance and commercial liti-
gation plus real estate. Mr. Kirkwood
joined the WACC board in January
2005.

Neil Sullivan was re-elected as trea-
surer.  Mr. Sullivan has been with the

board since June 2003.  Mr. Sullivan
is President of Westfield Mortgage, a
provider of residential and commer-
cial mortgages in the Westfield
area. He holds both his BA and MBA
from Duke University. Mr. Sullivan,
his wife, Susan, and their two chil-
dren reside in Westfield.

Maria Fuentes will continue to serve
as secretary.  Ms. Fuentes is the Branch
Operations Manager for Bank of
America at Elm Street in Westfield.
A native of Westfield, Maria resides
in Clark with her three daughters.
She has served on the WACC board
since October 2003.

The Chamber added three new di-
rectors to its board:  Gary Goodman,
Mary Rose Sherry and Hal Narotzky.

Mr. Goodman is a principal of
Goodman Realty, which owns and
manages properties in Cranford and
Westfield. He is President of the Board
of the Cerebral Palsy League and a
member of the Cranford Rotary.

Mr. Narotzky is CEO of Aberson
Narotzky & White Inc., a promo-
tional products supplier. He has a BS
degree from Northern Michigan Uni-
versity majoring in communications,
broadcasting and marketing. He lives
in Westfield with wife Shelly and
children Natalie and Max.

Ms. Sherry has been the manager
for Douglas Cosmetics since it opened
in 2000.  Ms. Sherry has worked for
nearly 30 years in Westfield, includ-
ing 11 years at Lord & Taylor.

SCOTCH PLAINS — Legislation
designed to inhibit the production of
Crystal meth from common cold
medicines containing pseudoephe-
drine, ephedrine and phenylpropano-
lamine was signed into law by Gover-
nor Richard Codey.

“Over-the-counter cold medica-
tions can be used in a drug dealer’s
home laboratory to produce metham-
phetamines in the form of Crystal
meth, a drug that causes more dam-
age to the brain than heroin or co-
caine,” said Assemblywoman Stender.
“Drug dealers now have an abun-
dance supply of common cold rem-
edies from grocery stores, conve-
nience stores and pharmacies. By lim-
iting the amount an individual can
purchase, we are crippling a drug
dealer’s abuse of cold medicines.”

A-4035 would limit the purchase
of cold remedy packages in a single
transaction containing methamphet-
amine manufacturing ingredients to
no more then three packages, or any
number that contains a total of nine
grams of potential meth producing
ingredients. Any person who buys or
sells more than three packages or
more than a total of nine grams would

be guilty of a disorderly person’s
offense, punishable by a fine up to
$1,000 and/or up to six months in jail.

Furthermore, any retail store or
pharmacy is required to contact local
law enforcement officials if there is
any loss of 30 grams or more of any
drug containing meth producing in-
gredients, Assemblywoman stated.

In addition to its restrictions on cold
medications, A-4035 also criminalizes,
under certain circumstances, the posses-
sion of anhydrous ammonia, a precursor
of methamphetamine production.

“The production of Crystal meth is
not only dangerous for users but also
for our environment,” said Assem-
blywoman Stender. “Every pound of
crystal meth produced leaves behind
five pounds of toxic waste that is
routinely dumped into streams, fields
and sewage systems. Often times,
municipalities are left footing the bill
for the clean-up of a crystal meth lab
where traces of meth can be found in
the air, in curtains, and in rugs. Chemi-
cals are often dumped down sinks
and toilets. More than any other drug
addiction, meth leaves behind a trail.
It is vital that we prohibit the abuse of
products used to make Crystal meth.”

22nd District News

by Assemblywoman Linda Stender
Fanwood

Codey Signs Bill Restricting
Sale of Crystal Meth Products

DREAMS…A monument located by the South Avenue traffic circle in Westfield
honoring Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., remembers the late civil rights leader’s life
and legacy with the inscription entitled We Are Living The Dream: “Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr., 1929-1968. He dedicated his life to the ongoing struggle for
racial, social and economic justice through passive resistance and non-violent
action. We find it fitting that Dr. King be paid lasting homage so that his life and
work may continue not only to inspire us today, but for generations to come. In
grateful appreciation, we dedicate this monument on this 19th day of June 2005.
His dream lives on.” Pictured above are members of the MLK, Jr. Association.

         

 

 

  
 

  

 
  

     

               

     

 

 
      

      


