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Ruling on Eminent Domain
Draws Concern From Officials

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA — A deeply divided U.S.
Supreme Court handed down a con-
troversial ruling on June 23 that gives
local governments widespread author-
ity to exercise the power of eminent
domain. The five to four ruling per-
mits towns to seize private property
of homeowners and businesses and to
turn the seized property over to pri-
vate developers with the only require-
ment being that it promote develop-

ment that fosters the greater public
good.

Traditionally, under the scarcely
used eminent domain law, a local
governing body could only seize prop-
erties for projects that contributed to
a clear, public use, such as roads,
railroads, schools or hospitals or to
revitalize blighted areas. Private prop-
erty was not seized for turning over to
a private developer. This recent rul-
ing, however, seems to give local
authorities unbridled rights to seize

properties for any development that
could generate any type of public
benefit, such as increased tax rev-
enues or more jobs, even if the neigh-
borhood is not blighted. This clears
the way for eminent domain to be
implemented for the development of
private projects such as hotels, shop-
ping malls or apartment complexes,
even if it incidentally benefits private
developers.

Westfield Mayor Andrew Skibitsky,
stated, “I have serious concerns about
local government using eminent do-
main as a tool to confiscate private
land for private development.”

The ruling came about as the result
of a lawsuit filed by Susan Kelo and
a handful of other Connecticut resi-
dents against the town of New Lon-
don, when city officials initiated con-
demnation proceedings to make way
for a hotel and office complex, after
the homeowners refused to sell.

In the majority opinion, as pub-
lished on www.supremecourtus.gov,
under Kelo vs. New London, Justice
John Paul Stevens said that the Su-
preme Court upholds that the state
statute is correct in ordering that the
taking of land, as a part of an eco-
nomic development project is a “pub-
lic use” and is in the “public interest.”
The court found that the phrases “pub-
lic interest” and “public benefit” were
too narrowly defined and that “for the
benefit of the public” could apply to
privately owned developments.

Even though the Fifth Amendment
requires governing bodies to com-
pensate property-owners a fair mar-
ket value for their land, eminent do-
main is regarded as a strong-arm
maneuver because it does not afford
those property owners a choice in the
matter. Real estate developers and
governing bodies, on the other hand,
view it as a negotiating tool to moti-
vate reluctant property owners to sell,
when those properties stand in the
way of new development projects.

Eminent domain has been imple-
mented only a handful of times in the
municipalities of Westfield, Scotch
Plains, Fanwood and Mountainside.
In 1996, the Township of Scotch
Plains acquired the run-down Terry
Lou Zoo through eminent domain,
turning this parcel into open space to
appease neighbors that did not want
the area over-developed. The Town
of Westfield held discussions to con-
sider exercising their power of emi-
nent domain to acquire properties
along the South Avenue corridor to
make way for proposed parking decks
and retail developments. The town
decided, however, that it would not
use eminent domain because of the
ill-will its use would generate, ac-
cording to Planning Board Vice Chair-
man Robert Newell.

And the dreaded specter of eminent
domain was staunchly opposed by busi-
ness owners in Fanwood and Scotch Plains
when it was rumored that Fanwood’s first
Downtown Redevelopment Plan and the
Scotch Plain’s proposed special improve-
ment District might implement its use. In
both cases, municipal officials had to
reassure local business owners that emi-
nent domain would not be imposed on
their properties, in order to overcome
their objections to proposed plans.

Spokesman for the Union County Free-
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

SPF BOE Announces Resignation
Of Lance Porter As of August 1

By SARAH MASEL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The board of
education last Thursday night an-
nounced the resignation of board
member Lance Porter.

Elected in 1998 and re-elected in
2001 and 2004, Mr.
Porter served seven
years on the board,
and served as board
president for the
2002-2003 and 2003-
2004 terms. He had
been serving on the
board’s finance and
community relations
committees. Mr. Por-
ter explained that he
is resigning due to
new demands in his
engineering job. With
the closing of the Linden’s General
Motors plant, Porter landed a job at
the GM facility in Detroit, Mich.

While many board members and
members of the public commented
on Mr. Porter’s impact on education,
many of their remarks shared similar

themes, such as the importance of the
Mr. Porter family’s support, his calm-
ness, and his sense of humor.

“To know him is to really respect
him,” said Mr. Russo. Mr. Porter’s resig-
nation will be effective as of August 1.

In other business, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High
School(SPFHS) jun-
iors Max Jones and
Alex Bromley asked
the board the status of
their request to make
ice hockey a varsity
sport at the high school.

“This is an issue
that has dominated
our last three policy
meetings,” explained
board Vice President
Thomas Russo. Mr.
Russo further noted

that a policy would be completed by
the end of August, which will set
guidelines for sports team members
who would like to play their particu-
lar sport at SPFHS if a team is not
already established.

A decision specifically on the ice

hockey team, however, will be made
by the fall, Mr. Russo added.

The board also approved new  text-
books. K-12 Language Arts Super-
visor Carol Senff discussed “Vocabu-
lary for the College-Bound Student,”
a vocabulary word textbook for tenth
graders, which she feels is condu-
cive to more meaningful memoriza-
tion as it includes units on root words.

Members of the SPFHS Social
Studies Department Diane Kelly and
Brad Siegel suggested that history
books be replaced at the fourth and
fifth grade levels by “Horizons-States
and Regions” and “Horizons-United
States History,” respectively. The
new texts boast an online forum for
students, graphic organizers, sum-
maries at the end of each section and
information about multiculturalism.

Assistant Superintendent Dr. Mar-
garet Hayes presented reports on both
the fifth grade’s move from the el-
ementary school to the middle school.

Dr. Hayes said the fifth grade transi-
tion has been beneficial for students,
as well as teachers who feel that the
change has yielded positive results.

Correction
Address for NJ
Soldiers in Iraq
Editor’s Note: For those who

would like to send letters or news-
papers to our soldiers in Iraq from
the Westfield Armory NJ National
Guard, 250th Signal Battalion,
please use the following address:

Attention CPT Joseph Pipas HHC
250th Signal Battalion
FOB Danger
Tikrit, Iraq
APO AE 09393
Last week, we did not provide the

complete zipcode. We thank the
Westfield Armory for the correction
and apologize for any inconvenience
this may have caused.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
POLICE AND QUICK CHEK COMING TOGETHER…Fanwood Police Ser-
geant Tom Jedic, Scotch Plains Police Detective Sergeant Brian Donnelly, Quick
Chek manager Donna Kane and Lieutenant Steve Freedman opened up the public
safety information booth at the Scotch Plains Quick Chek located at 1928
Westfield Avenue in Scotch Plains on June 28.

Police, Quick Chek
Unveil Safety Booth

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS- The Fanwood
Police Department, the Scotch Plains
Police Department and the Scotch
Plains Quick Chek on Westfield Av-
enue joined in unveiling the Preven-
tion Link safety booth on June 28.

According to Fanwood Police Ser-
geant Tom Jedic, the program was
initiated about one year ago in the
Fanwood Quick Chek because of con-
cerns on having more of a police
presence, particularly during the over-
night hours. Sgt. Jedic added, “The
concept was to put in some type of an
informal police substation, however
due to limited floor space, a public
safety information booth was intro-
duced.”

The booth contains safety infor-
mation pamphlets that cover a wide
array of subjects from drug and alco-
hol abuse for children to domestic
violence, firearm safety, pool safety,
how to take care of senior services.

“It enables us to get the informa-
tion out en-masse while it adds a
police presence,” said Sgt. Jedic. He
noted that the Fanwood and Scotch
Plains police departments are look-
ing to accomplish two things. One is
to provide safety information to
people who normally would not walk
into police headquarters for help due
to the stigma of doing that. Secondly,
it provides more of a police presence

within the community and the store.
“We found that it curtails loitering;

it stops the idea of shoplifting, maybe
even robbery. When you see a police
presence or a police logo, you be-
come aware that they going to be
around. It keeps people on their toes
while it adds security. However, at
the same time, it gets the message out
in the best way we know how,” said
Sgt. Jedic.

Quick Chek manager Donna Kane
who first introduced “Prevention
Link” when she was the manager at
the Fanwood Quick Chek store ex-
plained that she wanted to duplicate
that effort to the people in Scotch
Plains. “We have well over fifty dif-
ferent free handouts within this store
that provide safety information re-
lating to kids seat belts, fastening
your kids in and other topics and I’m
hoping it makes a difference.” said
Kane.

Scotch Plains Detective Brian
Donnelly added, “It’s a valuable part
of our community policy in that we
interact with our citizens and the busi-
nesses. Quick Chek is located in the
middle of our town business district.
They do a high volume of business
and people can pick up valuable in-
formation about recent crimes, drug
safety etc. Now, with this Prevention
Links program it enables us to go out
and strengthen the community
through education.”

Lance Porter

Business Associations Focus on
Membership, Web & Consumers

By CASSIE LO
and MICHELLE KUPPERSMITH

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

Editor’s Note: The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times met with area lead-
ers of downtown business groups
last week to report on their goals
and challenges. Lisa Mohn, presi-
dent and Jeff Stein of the Scotch
Plains Business and Professional
Association (SPBPA); Peter
Chemidlin, president of the
Fanwood Business and Professional
Association (FBPA); and Hans
Winberg, chairman of the Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce;  were
interviewed.

* * * * *
AREA – Just a bit over a decade

old, the Scotch Plains Business and
Professional Association (SPBPA)
is still going strong, working to
represent the establishments of its
district.

Born under the tutelage of Ray
Pardon, currently of the ERA Sub-
urb Realty Agency, the association
is now headed by its third presi-
dent, Lisa Mohn, owner of Apple
Blossom Flower Shop on Park Av-
enue.

In the past, the SPBPA has fo-
cused mainly upon planning events
such as the car show, craft and street
fair, but due to a drop in member-
ship, the group has re-centered its
efforts upon drawing new members
and creating a greater sense of com-
munity amongst Scotch Plains busi-
nesses. Generally, as Ms. Mohn
stated, the association wants to
“bring more business into town.”

The group is not limited to mer-
chants in the downtown area. Ms.
Mohn expressed that she wanted to
have everybody involved, includ-
ing proprietors with businesses on
Mountain Avenue, Route 22 and all
other businesses in Scotch Plains.

The association in recent years
has been viewed at times as being
exclusive to Park Avenue busi-
nesses, a notion that Ms. Mohn is
working to dispel.

Right now the biggest challenge
of the SPBPA “is trying to get
people downtown to shop.” Geog-
raphy has proven to be a hard ob-
stacle to overcome. Residents that
live farther away from downtown
will at times stray from local mer-
chants, instead frequenting stores
in Clark or Westfield, closer to their
homes.

Jef Stein, a board member and
special events coordinator for the
SPBPA, commented that if the town
was willing to make geographical
changes, such as moving the mu-
nicipal building and the fire house
to create a quainter feel in the down-
town, more people might be en-
couraged to spend the day walking
around and perusing the stores.

Mr. Stein said the town and coun-
cil people “have to be amenable to
making a change” in order to in-
crease foot traffic and business. In
past years, he said, there were co-
operative members of the township
council, but they were never able to
precipitate change that would have
been beneficial to the downtown.
He also believes that the plan to
make the downtown more acces-
sible could still be feasible today.

Although Mohn doesn’t see the
Fanwood Professional Business As-
sociation (FPBA) and the SPBPA

merging at any time soon, she is in
favor of working together in order
to plan events for the towns, net-
working nights and other social
activities.

Two steps that the SPBPA has
taken to recruit new members in-
clude sending out a newsletter and
working on its website. The news-
letter, which is sent to all member
businesses, other local merchants
and distributed in the downtown,
lists upcoming events, happenings
in the business community and de-
scriptions of select member busi-
nesses.

Mr. Stein stated that the associa-
tion received a lot of feedback to
the newsletter. He hopes to expand
it for subsequent editions, as well
as add advertisers.

Mr. Stein asserted that the website
is an especially useful tool, because
it provides an easy way to get ac-
quainted with the town. The
website, visitscotchplains.com,
lists the association’s members,
links them to their customers online
and chronicles upcoming events.
He was most concerned with cus-
tomers lost to businesses in
Westfield or Clark, merely because
there is poor advertisement on the CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MAKE YOUR BID…Scotch Plains Councilwoman Carolyn Sorge auctions off excess property of the township on June 18,
which brought in more than $8,000.

Rocco Building in FW
Up For Sheriff Sale

By MEREDITH MANNINO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FANWOOD – The borough coun-
cil addressed the apartments where
Fanwood residents are living in squa-
lor at Midway and Terrill Road. State
inspectors have cited several viola-
tions in the apartments above what
was once Rocco’s Liquor Store.

The building is up for sheriff’s
sale and the owner of the building
will be fined. Once the building is
sold, the state will go back in and
re-inspect. Mayor Colleen Mahr and
the Council expressed their con-
cern regarding the welfare of fami-
lies that are living in such poor
conditions.

“We’re concerned about the fami-
lies that are living there and we’re
looking to change the zoning to a
type that will encourage redevelop-
ment,” said Councilman Jack
Molenaar.

In other news, the council agreed
to award bids for the proposed
kitchen for the Forest Road Park
recreation building and for the
LeGrand Park tennis courts. Both
of these items have been on the
table for some time, so the fact that
these resolutions were passed is sig-
nificant in terms of the progress of
the borough.

Borough Engineer Joseph Pryor
addressed the council regarding the
storm water ordinance, which will
be passed in April. “It’s going to be
different than what we’re used to,”
he said.

Usage of a town vehicle for the
new Director of Public Works was
another topic of discussion. Coun-

cilwoman Donna Dolce initiated
conversation regarding usage of a
town vehicle for the new Public
Works Director to commute to work
from his home, which is quite a
distance west of the borough.

According to Town Clerk Eleanor
McGovern, out of 12 municipalities
surveyed, seven towns allow their
employees to use the town vehicle.

After some discussion, the coun-
cil agreed that it is appropriate for
the new Public Works Director, who
will replace Ray Manfra, to use the
town’s vehicle if bad weather is
looming.

“I’m willing to make the compro-
mise that if a snowstorm is forecast
he can take the vehicle,” said Ms.
Dolce.

part of businesses in Scotch Plains.
The SPBPA is trying to increase

its involvement in the business com-
munity, working through its rebuild-
ing phase.

Fanwood Making
Great Strides

Since its inception five years ago,
the Fanwood Business and Profes-
sional Association (FBPA) has
taken great strides towards revital-
izing the borough’s downtown. Pe-
ter Chemidlin, who was appointed
president by the mayor in 2000 and
won the position in the association’s
first elections this past November,
began working closely with local
business owners in 2000 to create
goals and recruit members. The
purpose of the association, in
Chemidlin’s words, “is to provide a
platform” for businesses to have a
voice.

Today, the FBPA has a member-
ship of 43 businesses, with, Mr.
Chemidlin promised, more on the
way. Most of the members operate
in the downtown area of Fanwood,
but the association is in the process


