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Conducted by

DAVID 
WROE

SAT. FEB. 5, 2005 8PM
Presbyterian Church in Westfield

BRAHMS Symphony No. 3 in F
VAUGHN WILLIAMS Serenade to Music

ALDRIDGE Concerto for Violin 
(Boris Kucharsky, violin)

FREE PRE-CONCERT LECTURE BY ROBERT ALDRIDGE AT 7PM
(Robert Aldridge is the Music Alive Composer-in-Residence)

Call (908) 232-9400 for tickets or visit any of our ticket outlets:

WESTFIELD: Westfield Symphony office

Lancaster Ltd. • Town Book Store

CRANFORD: Martin Jewelers

SCOTCH PLAINS: Beautiful Things

WWW.WESTFIELDSYMPHONY.COMSponsored by PNC  Bank
Funding has been made  possible in part through a grant by the New Jersey State Council on the
Arts/Department of State, a partner agency of the National Endowment for the Arts.
The Residency of Robert Aldridge is made possible through  Music Alive, a residency program of the American
Symphony Orchestra League and Meet The Composer.  This national program is designed to provide orchestras
with resources and tools to support their presentation of new music to the public and build support for new
music within their institutions. Funding for Music Alive is provided by The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation and The
Aaron Copland Fund for Music.

This Is Westfield
May 5, 2005

Reserve Your
 Ad Space Now
sales@goleader.com

Call�

(908) 232-4407
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and The Times

WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – Phoning
from London, where he is
attending five classes, three
days per week, Westfield’s
journalism crackerjack Steve
Krakauer discussed authoring
his first book, “Syracuse Uni-
versity (SU): Off the Record,”
a book written for and pub-
lished by the college guide-
book company, College
Prowler.

A junior at SU, Steve told
The Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times that around Novem-
ber of 2003, College Prowler
contacted The Daily Or-
ange, the university’s news-
paper, asking for the names
of a couple of writers who
might be qualified enough
to author the book.

Along with a few other
candidates applying for the job, Steve
wrote three to four mini-essays and
completed a telephone interview. He
was ecstatic when he learned in De-
cember of 2003 that he had earned the
position.

“This was a unique opportunity
from the very beginning,” he said,
“because I was so involved, along with
my parents, in the college process and
I knew what it was like to go through
it.”

To compile the guide, Steve inter-
viewed 20 to 25 SU students about
their opinions covering everything
from the best place to meet guys/girls,
the importance of athletics and
nightlife on campus, off-campus hous-
ing, and favorite drinking game, as
well as a myriad of other topics. The
book also includes a glossary of SU-
related lingo.

“The majority of the guide comes
from quotes from other students,” said
Steve, a Westfield High School gradu-
ate. “There was a lot of information
gathering and interviewing. And, while

compiling and combining the infor-
mation they gave me, I added my over-
all impressions.”

Steve finished the first draft of the
guide by February of 2004, and after
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SCOSCOSCOSCOSCOTTTTTCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLAINSAINSAINSAINSAINS — While per-
forming the cha-cha is all in a day’s
work for the hosts of “Make You Wanna
Dance,” it was something different for
last Friday’s guest stars — Fanwood
Mayor Colleen Mahr and Scotch Plains
Mayor Martin Marks.

Backed by the big band sound of
Full Count, hosts Kara Shovlin and
John Russitano showed the mayors
how to triple step with the best of
them, even throwing in some turns.

“We politicians have to be quick on
our feet,” quipped Mayor Marks.

“Make You Wanna Dance” is filmed
at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPFHS). In addition to reaching
300,000 households through public
access, it airs on TV-34 and TV-36.

“Anything that I can do to promote
our local television stations, I’m going
to do it,” said Mayor Mahr.

“We should have this kind of unique
programming all the time,” added
Mayor Marks. “We’re really looking
for ways to expand the potential of the
cable access.”

As for the dancing?
“I don’t really dance that much as a

mother of two young babies. I really
don’t even get out much!” laughed
Mayor Mahr.

While she last danced at her wed-
ding three years ago, it’s been consider-
ably longer for her counterpart in
Scotch Plains. Mayor Marks took a
ballroom dancing class in college, “so
this was a flashback to about 20 years
ago,” he said.

Regardless, the duo won rave re-
views from Ms. Shovlin, who called
their dancing “awesome.”

“They were really good sports. They
picked it up really quickly. And they
were really good on camera, too, so
they made our lives even easier,” she
said.

“Make You Wanna Dance” is pro-
duced by Bill McMeekan, who teaches
television production at SPFHS in ad-
dition to running Raiders’ TV, the high
school end of TV-34.

“There are very few shows that have
a lot to offer on local access, and this
one really does,” he said.

The show has filmed about 20 epi-
sodes over the past year. Each install-
ment features lessons on a different
social (or ballroom) dance, and loca-
tion pieces, which “show you what it’s
like to be out in the clubs,” said Ms.
Shovlin, who has been dancing since
the age of three.

Mr. Russitano, a ballroom dancer of

13 years, emphasized dancing as a
lifestyle.

It’s “about dressing up, it’s about
looking good, smelling good, feeling
good, keeping your weight down, your

Ian Federgreen for The Westfield  Leader and The Times
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hair nice,” he said. “It forces you pretty
much to take care of yourself, and to
keep your chin up. It gets you off the
couch and it makes you socialize.”

              Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
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two edits, the publication
was completed in May of
2004.

The College Prowler
series, he noted, goes
beyond the average col-
lege brochure handed to
the prospective student
because it shines a light
on every facet of the uni-
versity, blending statis-
tics and hundreds of
quotes that answer
unique questions and ad-
dress curiosities and con-
cerns which are not nor-
mally covered by univer-
sity publications.

After the 160-page
book was published and
released approximately
three weeks ago, it was
sent to Steve’s Westfield
home. The students who
were involved in the
project, as well as other
SU readers, were im-
pressed by the outcome.

When asked about how different it
feels to see his name in a newspaper
article byline versus a book cover, Steve
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AREA AREA AREA AREA AREA – The Rahway Valley
Jerseyaires Barbershop Chorus
(RVJC), a non-profit musical and
educational organization of The
Society for the Preservation and
Encouragement of Barber Shop
Quartet Singing in America, an-
nounced its 12th year of perform-
ing Singing Valentines.

A barbershop quartet, dressed in
formal attire, will sing a love song
serenade at a location of choice
(workplace, residence, restaurant,
etc.). The recipient also will receive
a special chocolate candy, a fresh
rose and photograph of the event.

Singing Valentines will be avail-
able from Saturday to Monday,
February 12 to 14, for $50. Other
dates will be accommodated if pos-
sible.

“Availability of quartets are lim-
ited, so reserve your serenade now,”
advised Ken Friedlander, RVJC
President.

For additional information or to
arrange the time and place for Sing-
ing Valentines, please call the RVJC
hotline at (888) 262-2478 or (908)
272-1503. Individuals also may e-
mail lugeman@msn.com or visit
www.RahwayValley.org.

                      Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — The Friday night
before the Blizzard of 2005, the
Westfield Community Players (WCP)
whipped up their own storm of talent
in There Goes the Bride, a British farce
by Ray Cooney and John Chapman.
What transpired on stage was an ava-
lanche of fun for the packed house.

The two-act comedy is set in Lon-
don at the home of Tim Westerby
(John Correll) and Ursula (Linda
Correll) who are readying for the mar-
riage of their frantic daughter Judy
(Vikki Massulli) that very day.

Anyone who has ever planned a wed-
ding, no matter how
lavish or modest,
knows there are end-
less checklists of items
to be purchased,
rented or borrowed
for the big day. It’s a
stressful time when
emotions run high
and patience runs low.
Tears go with the ter-
ritory.

After an excessively
long bit of exposition
in the first 10 min-
utes of this comedy, it
kicks into overdrive
in a whirlwind of ac-
tion to sweep the au-
dience into a wonder-
fully fun experience.
Enter a major snag in
the wedding day pro-
ceedings with the fa-
ther of the bride for-
getting to make hotel
accommodations for
the son-in-law’s par-
ents and mixing up the flower order.

When a mighty bump on the head
for father of the bride, Mr. Westerby,
occurs, havoc reigns.

John Correll, as the father, does a
magnificent job with dialect, timing
and acting as the overworked, distracted
advertising executive whose clunk on
the noggin produces a hallucination of
his latest advertising concept of a poster
girl — Polly Perkins, a 1920s flapper
(the vivacious Valerie Micke).

Just like Harvey, the six-foot invis-
ible rabbit in the play of the same
name, no one but the main character
can see this imaginary figure. They all
think poor dad has lost his mind.

“I’m not walking down the aisle with

Daddy and his dream girl,” warns an
exasperated daughter (Ms. Massulli) as
she locks herself in her room.

As more and more members of the
family realize that dad is parading
around with an invisible glamour girl
on his arm, the scheduled wedding
looks doubtful.

The second act’s fast pacing and
layers of purposeful mistaken identity
cause effortless momentum on the part
of the actors. But there is nothing like
a threatened elopement and another
hefty spill of the dad to pull everything
to a quick resolution.

A little slapstick in the form of an
errant seltzer bottle feels just right be-

tween Mr. Correll and Chuck Azen,
who plays the father of the groom
Charles Babcock with fervor.

With a maternal grandfather’s in-
ability to hear and his propensity for
mixing up names, the story entangles
further. Stan Kaplan’s Dr. Gerald
Drimmond concocts enough silly al-
beit crotchety antics to make the audi-
ence recognize that person in all of our
family trees.

His stage wife Daphne Drimmond,
played by Linda Giuditta, cracks up
the audience with her drop-dead glances
and her high-pitched, wide mouthed
screams of outrage. Age appropriate
casting adds to this gem of a show.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — Westfield resident
and printmaker Gwen Hanlon Howard
fell into the art of printmaking by hap-
penstance, but it appears to be a match
made in heaven.

Mrs. Howard, who always wanted to
be an artist, told The Westfield Leader
and The  Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times,
“It was one of my goals in life.”

She held onto her dream when, as a
child, her father’s employment took her
family to Asia and
Turkey. It stayed
with her as she ma-
jored in economics
at Smith College in
Nor thampton,
Mass. and handled
a busy career in re-
tail as a buyer and
manager for a large
department store.

“I promised my-
self that one day I
would take art classes,”
Mrs. Howard contin-
ued.

Then, about 10
years ago, as she
prepared to begin her studies at the
New Jersey Center for Visual Arts
(NJCVA) in Summit, she learned that
the printmaking class was the only one
that fit into her schedule.

“It was meant to be,” she explained.

At NJCVA, Mrs. Howard received
invaluable training, studying under mas-
ter printmakers, Sergei Tzvetkov and
Eileen Foti, and artist, Jessica Leonard.

“I loved the medium
so much that I began tak-
ing more and more print
classes,” she continued.

Now working from a
studio in her home, Mrs.
Howard employs several
different printmaking

techniques in the creation of her art.
“My favorite type of printmaking is

Intaglio,” explained Mrs. Howard. This
is a multi-step process whereby acid is
used to etch a metal plate. When the
plate is inked and the print is pulled,

the result is a print whereby the ink has
settled into the etchings.

Another of the printmaker’s tech-
niques is producing a collograph, a
print made from a collage of recycled
items, fabrics or modeling paste that is
created on cardboard, inked and
printed.

In addition to living in Asia and
Turkey, Mrs. Howard also has traveled
to Europe. Her prints are often in-
spired by her travels.

The mother of two students at
Roosevelt Intermediate School in
Westfield, Scott, 14, and Gregory, 11,
and the wife of Bill Howard, she also
is a freelance writer who specializes in

car and com-
puter writing.
She has
worked as a
special educa-
tion parapro-
fessional and
presently is
Program Di-
rector for Re-
ligious Educa-
tion at St.
Paul’s Episco-
pal Church in
Westfield, as

well as a business manager for an
international medical research firm.

For six weeks during the winter, Mrs.
Howard teaches printmaking to students
in an after-school program at Franklin
Elementary School in Westfield.

“Printmaking is an expression of feel-
ings and ideas that you put down on
paper,” said Mrs. Howard of her artis-
tic talent, adding that she finds it en-
joyable to visualize an idea and see how
it works out as a print.

A member of the Westfield Art Asso-
ciation (WAA) and the Printmaking
Council of New Jersey, she has dis-
played her artwork at the WAA “Art in
Westfield” festivals, Summit Art Festi-
val and at Children’s Specialized Hospi-
tal, where she held a one-woman show
throughout the hospital’s long hall.

Among her work receiving recog-
nition from the WAA is an etching
called “The Fence” collographs en-
titled “The Alligator” and “The El-
ephant,” and a monograph, “The
Quilted Garden.”

“The time I spend printmaking is a
gift to myself,” said Mrs. Howard.
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